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W.   Lander,   Aid.  F.  S.   Mather    (Deputy   Lord   Mayor  of  Liverpool), 
S.  F.  Perry,  R.  Stewart,  A.  Williams,  M.P. 
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3.  Midland  Section  Parliamentary  Secretary — R.  R.  Chappell,  D.  Evans, 
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son, J,  Millington,  W,   R.  Rae,  Rev,  G.  A.  Ramsay,  T.  Redfearn, 
G.  Wilson. 
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G.  Rlajor,  A.  Purdie,  W.  H.  Watkins,  G.  Wilson. 

24.  Central  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee-  Mrs.  M,  A.  Gasson, 

H.  J.  May,  W.  R.   Rae,   Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  C.  A.  W.  Saxton, 
A.  Whitehead, 

25.  The  "Datum"  Period— H.  J.  May. 

26.  The    Parliamentary    Programme — G.    Goodenough,    J.   Johnston,    J. 

Lucas,  H.  J.  May,  J.  Millington,  A.  Whitehead,  G.  Wilson. 

27.  Central  Co-operative  Political  Committee — W.  R.  Blair,  W.  T.  Charter, 

■    Mrs.  M.  Found,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson,  E.  King,  J.  Lucas,  W.  R.  Rae, 
A.  Whitehead,  G.  Wilson. 

28.  Trade   Unionists   and   Co-operators— W.   J.  Douse,  J.  Millington,  A. 

Whitehead. 

29.  Defence— T.  Way. 

30.  Survey  Committee's  Report— Mrs.  M.  Pound,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson,  W. 

Gregory,  P.  Hayward,  J.  Millington,  W.  R.  Rae,  C.  A.  W.  Saxton. 

31.  Auxiliary   Bodies— Mrs.  M.  Found,  G.  Goodenough,  W.  Gregory,  A. 

Hainsworth,  J.  Lucas,  W.  H.  Watkins. 

32.  Co  operative  Capital— W.  R.  Blair,  Mrs.  M.  Found,  J.  Johnston,  W. 

Millerchip,  J.  PoUitt,  W.  R.  Rae,  T.  Way. 

33    Co-operation  and  the  Poor — Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson,  J.  Johnston,  W.  R. 
Rae. 

34.  The  Co-operative  Press — W.  R.  Blair,  J.  Davison,  Mrs.  M.  Found,  W. 

Gregory,  W.  R.  Rae,  W.  Swindlehurst. 

35.  Hours  and  Wages  Boards     G.  Bedford,   W.  R.  Blair,  J    Davison,   S. 

Fairbrother,  W.  Millerchip,  W.  R.  Rae,  W.  H.  Watkins,  A.  White- 
head, G.  Wilson. 
Meeting  Held  18th  May,  1918,  pp.  36-53.    Resolutions,  p.  662. 
1.  Midland  Sectional  Secretary — C.  A.  W.  Saxton,  A.  Whitehead. 
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2.  The  Labour  Adviser — W.  R.  Blair,  J.  Davison,  G.  Major,  H.  J.  May, 

A.  Purdie,  W.  R.  Rae,  T.  Redfearn,  A.  Whitehead. 

3.  Sectional  Elections— J.  Alian,  J.  H.  Bate,  W.  R  Blair,  G.  Bisset,  W. 

Brown,  M.  H.  Clear,  J.  T.  Davis,  G.  Goodenough,  A.  Hainswortb, 
J.  Lucas,  P.  Loney,  N.  Maclean,  G.  Major,  W.  Millerchip,  J. 
Paterson,  A.  Purdie,  T.  Redfearn,  A.  Whitehead,  G.  Wilson,  T.  Wood. 

4.  Women's  Guild  Grants— W.  R.  Blair,  R.  R.  ChappeU,  W.  T.  Charier, 

J.  Davison,  W.  J.  Douse,  S.  Pairbrother,  Mrs.  M.  Pound,  Mrs  M. 
A.  Gasson,  A.  W.  Golightly,  G.  Goodenough,  W.  Gi'egory,  A.  Hains- 
worth,  W.  J.  McGuffin,  W.  Millerchip,  J.  Millington,  W.  R.  Rae, 
T.  Redfearn,  A.  Whitehead,  D.  Williams. 

5.  The  Permanent  Executive  — W.  T.  Charter,  G.  Goodenough,  J.  .John- 

ston, J.  Millington,  W.  H.  Watkins,  A.  Whitehead. 

6.  Political  Policy — J.  Johnston. 

7.  Scottish  Co-operative  Society  and   Survey  Committee    J.  P.  Davie6, 

G.  Goodenough,  E.  0.  Greening,  J.  Millington,  W.  R.  Rae. 

8.  Finances  of  the  Union — A.  W.  Golightly,  P.  Hayward,  G.  Major,  W. 

Millerchip,  J.  Millington,  T.  Redfearn,  W.  H.  Watkins,  A. 
Whitehead. 

9.  Congress  Procedure — W.   R.   Blair,  W.   Gregory,  W.  R.  Rae,   W.  H. 

Watkins,  A.  Whitehead. 

10.  Election  of  Sectional  Boards — A.  Whitehead. 

11.  Excess  Profits  Duty  Refunded — A.  Whitehead. 

12.  Tees-Side  Federation— W.  Millerchip,  W.  R.  Rae,  A.  Whitehead. 

18.  Counsel's  Opinion  on  Affiliation — A.  Whitehead. 

Meeting  during  Congress.     Resolutions,  pp.  663,  664.    New  Board  Members, 
pp.  102-104. 

Concert  and  Public  Meeting,  pp.  649-654.     Saturday  :  Speakers — Mrs.  A.  Blair, 
W.  Maxwell.     Monday:  Speakers — Mrs.  La^vton,  A.  Willisms,  M.P. 

Educational  Sessions,  Saturday,  pp.  60-72.       Speaker— F.  Hall.       Tuesday, 
pp!  654-660      Speaker— Right  Hon.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher. 

Congress — 
Civic  Welcome,  pp.  73-75— E.  R.  Wood,  Aid.  F.  S.  Mather  (Deputy  Lord  Mayor 

of  Liverpool). 
Chairman,  Introduction  of — E.  R.  Wood. 
Next  Congress,  Place  of,  pp.  644-5.      T.  Horrocks,   J.  Morrison,   G.   Riddle, 

W.  Robinson. 

Proceedings  at — 

Preliminarj',  pp.  34-72. 
Regular,  pp.  73-648. 
Resolutions,  pp.  665-671. 
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Sittings — 

First  Day  :  Morning,  pp.  73  and  563  ;  Afternoon,  p.  666. 
Second  Day :  Morning,  p.  587  ;  Afternoon,  p.  607. 
Third  Day  :  Morning,  p.  625. 

Deputations — 
France,  p.  96.     Mens.  Daude-Bancel,  Mons  P.  Waseige. 
National  Union  of  Teachers.     Miss  E.  R.  Conway,  M.A. 
Trades  Union  Congress.     Mr.  E.  Bevin. 
International  Co-operative  Alliance.     Mr.  W.  Maxwell. 

Election  of  Central  Board,  pp.  102-104. 

Greetings — 

Foreign  Countries,  pp.  92-96. 

Inaugural  Address,  pp.  76-92. 
Vote  of  Thanks,  p.  645. 
Reply,  p.  616.— T.  Killou,  E.  R.  Wood. 

Presentations — 
Deputy  Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool,  p.  75. 
Right  Hon.  H.  A.  L.  H'isher,  p.  660. 
President  of  Congress,  p.  646. 
Vice-President  of  Congress,  p.  646. 

Productive  Societies— Returns  of  Trade,  pp.  812-830. 

Report  op  the  Central  Board  (including  Summarised  Reports  of  the  Women's 
Co-operative  Guilds).    Subjects  and  Appendices,  pp.  107-379. 
Introduction,  p  107. 

1.  Industrial  Co-operative  Societies  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1916.  p.  109. 

2.  General  Progress  of  the  Movement,  p.  113. 

3.  Wholesale  Societies,  p.  114. 

4    Distributive  Co-operative  Societies,  p.  121. 

5.  Co-operative  Production,  p.  121. 

6.  Farming  by  Co-operative  Societies,  p.  123.     Appendix  I.,  p.  326. 

7.  Agricultural  Supply  and  Distribution,  p.  124. 

8.  Small  Savings  or  Penny  Banks,  p.  126. 

9.  Co-operative  Insurance,  p.  127. 

10.  Journals  of  the  Movement,  p.  128. 

11.  New  Societies  Registered  in  1917,  p.  129.     Appendix  11.,  p.  330. 

12.  Societies  Dissolved  or  Amalgamated  in  1917,  p.  130.     Appendix  III.,  p.  349. 

13.  Societies  Affiliated  to  the  Union  during  1917,  p.  131. 

14.  Societies  which  have  withdrawn  during  1917,  p.  131. 

15.  Summary  of  Members,  p.  132. 

16.  Central  Board,  p.  132. 

17.  United  Board,  p.  134. 

18.  The  Office  Committee,  p.  135. 
19.. Committees  of  the  Union,  p.  135. 


Index. 

20.  Central  Education  Committee,  p.  136.     Appendix  IV.,  p.  356. 

21.  Publications  Committee,  p.  141. 

22.  The  Joint  Propaganda  Committee,  p.  144. 

23.  The    Joint    Parliamentary   Committee   and    Co-operative   Parliamentary 

Representation  Sub-Committee,  p.  146. 

24.  Re-organisation  of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Com- 

mittee, p.  162. 
26.  Joint  Exhibitions  Committee,  p.  168. 

26.  Joint  Committee  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators,  p.  168. 

27.  United  Advisory  Council  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators,  p.  171. 

28.  Co-operative  Defence  Committee,  p.  174. 

29.  Honorary  Members,  p.  175. 

30  Deceased  Members  of  the  Board,  p.  175. 

HI.  Reports  of  the  Sections,  p.  176. 

32.  Tran&fer  of  Society,  p.  180. 

33.  Receipts  and  Expenditure,  p.  180. 

34.  Contributions  from  Societies,  p.  182. 

35.  Invested  Fund*?,  p.  182. 

36.  Central  Premises,  p.  183. 

87."  General  Co-operative  Survey,  p.  183. 

38.  National  Policy,  p.  299. 

39.  Conciliation  Boards,  p.  302. 

40.  Hours  and  Wages  Boards,  p.  307. 

41.  War  Emergency.     Workers' National  Committee,  p.  307. 

42.  National  Emergency  Conference,  p.  309. 

43.  Housing  after  the  War,  p.  310. 

44.  Organisation  of  Allotments  and  Allotment  Holders,  p.  311. 

45.  The  Blandford  Memorial,  p.  312. 

46.  Minnie  Pit  (Staffs.)  Colliery  Disaster,  p.  313. 

47.  British  Red  Cross  and  Order  of  St.  .John,  p.  812. 

48.  Anglo-Russian  Hospital  Fund,  p.  313. 

49.  The  Co-operative  Scholarships,  p.  313. 

50.  Foreign  Congress,  p.  313. 

51    The  Trades  Union  Congress,  p.  315. 

52.  The  National  Union  of  Teachers,  p.  316. 

53    The  Women's  Guilds,  p.  316.     Appendix  V.,  p.  365. 

54.  The  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  p.  816.     Appendix  VI.,  p.  377. 

55.  Hodgson  Pratt  Memorial  Limited,  p.  319. 
56    The  Congress  of  1919,  p.  320. 

57.  Deceased  Co-operators,  p.  820. 

DISCUSSION  ON  THE  REPORT,  pp.  563-648. 

1.  Introductory,  p.  563     E.  0.  Greening,  J.  G.  Stanton. 

2.  General  Progress  of  the  Movement,    p.  663— Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen,    A. 

Whitehead. 
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3.  Wholesale  Societies,  p,  564 — T.  Anderson,   S.  Blakeborough,  Mrs.  E.  D. 

Hood,  J.  Jarman,  F.  Jennings,  T.  Killon,  J.  Penny,  U.  Swift,  A. 
Whitehead. 

4.  Agricultural  Organisation,  p.  566— G.W.  Arnold,  G.  W.  Brooks,  J.  Clewlow, 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Oorrie,  J.  A.  Edwards,  R.  Pearce,  G.  Thorpe,  A.  Whitehead. 

5.  Central  Board,  p.  570— Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen,  P.  A.  Gibbins,   8.  F.  Perry, 

A.  Whitehead. 

6.  United  Board,  p.  571— Mrs.  A.  E.  Oorrie,  — -.  Crowther,  G.  Goodenough, 

U.  Swift. 

7.  Central  Education  Committee,  p,  571— F.  W.  Booth,  J.  W.  Burnlev,  F.  A. 

Gibbins,  A.  Morgan,  J.  Neilson,  W.  R.  Rae. 

8.  Joint  Propaganda  Committee,  p.  575 — Miss  B.  E.  M.  Allen,  J.  Blackwell, 

H.  Brindley,  T.  Madeley,  T.  E,  Shotton,  A.  E.  Stubbs. 

9.  Joint     Parliamentary     Committee     and     Parliamentary    Representation 

Committee,  p.  576.— Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen,  T.  W.  Allen,  T.  Anderson, 
Miss  Beckett,  P.  J.  Bengough,  W.  Bentley,  A.  C.  Burn,  J.  J.  Carding, 
W.  T.  Charter,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Corrie,  W.  J.  Douse,  W.  E.  Dudley,  Miss  C. 
Egerton,  Mrs.  G.  Ferguson,  W.  Gallacher,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson,  F. 
Jennings,  T.  Killon,  W,  Lander,  H.  J.  May,  J.  Penny,  J.  Sharpies, 
R.  Stewart,  U.  Swift,  F.  H.  West,  E.  Whiteley,  R.  Whitfield. 

10.  Scottish  Section  Election,  p.  587- T.  Killon,  A.  Whitehead. 

11.  Reorganisation  of  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee,  p.  600— 

T.  Bird,  J.  Blackwell,  W.  R.  Blair,  F.  H.  Bruii,  W.  T.  Charter,  Mrs,  A. 
E.  Corrie,  W.  E.  Dudley,  T.  F.  Fathers,  W.  Gallacher,  R.  Halstead,  F. 
Hayward,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood,  C  Hunter,  W.  Kerr,  T.  Killon,  N.  McLean, 
J.  Willington,  E.  R.  S.  Mundy,  J.  Penny,  W.  R.  Rae,  W.  Ross,  C. 
Walkden,  A.  Whitehead,  E.  Whiteley,  S.  F.  Whitlock,  J.  Wilkinson. 

12.  Joint  Committee  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators,  p.  611— W.  Bentley, 

R.  Rowsell,  A.  Whitehead. 

13.  United  Advisory  Council  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators,  p.  612-    W. 

Bentley,  S  Blakeborough,  T.  Killon,  J.  H.  Pendlebury,  A.  E.  Stubbs, 
W.  H.  Watkins. 

14.  Honorary  Members  of  the  Board,  p.  613 — T.  Killon. 
15    Deceased  Members,  p.  613 — T.  Killon. 

16.  Transfer  of  Society,  p.  614— T.  Killon. 

17.  Co-operative  Union  Finances,  p.  614— S.  P.  Perry,  W.  H.  Savage. 

18.  Survey  Committee's  Report,  p.  614 — Miss  E.  E.  M.  Alien,  T.  Anderson, 

W.  Bentley,  J.  Blackwell,  S.  Blakeborough  F.  W.  Booth,  H.  Brindley, 
P.  H.  Brufi,  J.  W.  Burnley,  W.  T.' Charter,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Corrie,  G.  A. 
Curtis,  W.  T.  Davis,  J.  E.  Elston,  T.  F.  Fathers,  W.  Gregory,  A.  Hains- 
worth,  P.  Hall,  R.  Hall,  Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood,  T.  Horrocks,  F.  Jennings, 
J.  Johnston,  T,  Killon,  W.  Lander,  A.  Mann,  J.  H.  Mihell,  W.  Miller- 
chip,  E.  R.  S.  Mundy,  S.  F.  Perry,  W.  R.  Rae,  A.  Whitehead. 


XIV.  Index. 

19.  National  Policy,  p.  629— Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen,  T.  Bird,  F.  Gou'd,  F.  Hall, 

W.  Kerr,  Rev.  G.  A.  Ranasay,  W.  J.  Rogers. 

20.  Conciliation   Boards,   p.   633— W.   Brown,   J.  E.  Kilburn,   T.   Killon,   A. 

Whitehead. 

21.  Hours  and  Wages   Boards,   p.   634— J.    S.   Armitagp,   F.   J.  Norris,   A. 

Whitehead. 

22.  War  Emergency-Workers'  National  Committee,  p.  684— T.  Killon,  J.  A. 

Smith. 

23.  Housing  after  the  War,  p.  635 — J.  Dimberline,  A.  Whitehead. 

24.  Organisation  of  Allotments  and  Allotment  Holders,  p.  636 — J.  A.  Edwards, 

J.  Tyldesloy. 
25    The  Women's  Guilds,  p.  686-  Mrs.  J.  E.  Booth,  J.  J.  Carding,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Corrie,  G.  Goodenough,  W.  Jeffrey,  T.  Killon,  Mrs.  E   A,  Wilkin. 

26.  Deceased  Co-operators,  p.  688— T.  Killon. 

27.  Resolutions  from  Societies,  p.  323 — 

(a)  Constitution  of  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  p  639— J.  Jarman, 
T.  Killon,  S.  F.  Perry,  F.  H.  West,  A.  Whitehead. 

(fc)  Proposed  Income  Tax  Inquiry,  p.  640— C.  Greig,  J.  Sharpies,  T.  M. 
Young,  A,  Whitehead. 

(c)  Pull-time  Permanent  Executive,  p.  642. 

(d)  Religious  Teaching,  p.  642— T.  Killon,  J.  Whalley. 

28.  Amendment   of  Rules  of  the  Union,   ppi  324  and  642 — W.  Eentley,  J. 

Blackwell,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson.  T.  Killon,  A.  Whitehead. 

29.  Appointment  of  Auditor,  p.  644 — T.  Killon. 

30.  Invitations  for  Congress  of  ]919,  p.  644 — T.  Horrocks,  J.  Morrison,  G. 

Riddle. 

31.  Educational  Meeting,  p.  654— Right  Hon.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher,  M.P. 
Reports  of  the  Sections — 

1.  Ireland— pp.  881-384. 

2.  Midland  Section,  pp.  385-414. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  385-389. 

District  Associations — Northampton  and  Earls  Barton,  p.  390 ;  Kettering 
and  Wellingborough,  p.  392  ;  Leicester,  p.  395 ;  Coventry, p.  S96 ;  Birming- 
ham, p.  398;  Stafford,  p.  400;  Derby,  p.  402;  Nottingham,  p.  403; 
Lincoln,  p.  40?  ;  Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales,  p.  407. 

3.  Northern  Section,  pp.  415-431. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  415-420. 

District  Associations— North  Northumberland,  p.  420  ;  South  Northumber- 
land, p.  422  ;  Cumberland  and  Westmorland,  p.  422  ;  West  Durham  and 
South  Northumberland,  p.  424  ;  East  Durham,  p.  42-5  ;  South  Durham, 
p.  427  ;  South  Durham  and  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire,  p.  428. 
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4.  North- Western  Section,  pp.  432-469. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  432-440. 

District  Associations— Airedale,  p.  441 ;  Eolton,  p.  443;  Calderdale,  p.  444 
Cheshire  and  North  .Wales,  p.  445  ;  Dewsbury,  p.  448  ;  East  Yorkshire 
p.  449;  Huddersfield,  p.  451;  Macclesfield,  Crewe  and  District,  p.  452 
Manchester,  p.  454;  North- East  Lancashire,  p.  456;  North  Lancashire 
p.  457 ;  North  Lonsdale,  p.  459 ;  Oldham,  p.  460 ;  Eochdale,  p.  461 
Rossendale,  p.  463  ;  South  Yorkshire,  p.  465. 

5.  Scottish  Section,  pp.  470-509. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  470-475. 

District  Associations— Ayrshire,  p.  477;  Border  Counties,  p.  480;  Central, 
p.  483;  East  of  Scotland,  p.  485;  Falkirk,  p.  491;  Fife  and  Kinross, 
p.  493  ;  Forfarshire,  Perthshire,  and  Aberdeenshire,  p.  497 ;  Glasgow 
and  Suburbs,  p.  501 ;  Renfrewshire,  p.  504 ;  Stirling,  West  of  Fife,  and 
Clackmannan,  p.  507. 

6.  Southern  Section,  pp.  510-536. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  510-517. 

District  Associations — North  Metropolitan,  p.  518;  South  Metropolitan, 
p.  520 ;  Kent,  p.  521 ;  Surrey,  p.  523 ;  Hants.,  p.  524  ;  Wilts,  and  Dorset, 
p.  525  ;  Oxford,  p.  527  ;  Cambridge,  p.  529  ;  Norfolk,  p.  530 ;  Essex  and 
Suffolk,  p.  531  ;   Beds,  and  Bucks.,  p.  533. 

7.  South- Western  Section,  pp.  537-549. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  637-539. 

District  Associations — Bristol  and  Somerset,  p.  539  ;  Devon,  p.  541  ; 
CornwaD,  p.  544. 

8.  Western  Section,  pp.  550-562. 

Sectional  Board,  pp.  550-552. 

District  Associations— Gloucester  and  Hereford,  p.  553;  Brecon, 
Monmouth,  and  East  Glamorgan,  p.  554  ;  West  Wales,  p.  567 ;  Mid- 
Glamorgan,  p.  560. 

Reports  of  Sectional  Educational  Committees'  Associations — 

Midland,  p.  410  ;  Northern,  p.  430  ;  North- Western,  p.  467  ;  Southern, 
p.  535  ;  South- Western,  p.  547. 

Reports  op  Choral  Associations — 
Midland,  p.  413. 

Reports  of  Convalescent  Funds — 

Midland,  p.  389  ;  Northern,  p.  419 ;  North- Western,  p.  437 ;  Scottish, 
p.  475  ;  Southern,  p.  517  ;  South- Western,  p.  548  ;  Western,  p.  561. 


cvi.  Index. 

Report  op  Scottish  Vetbeaks'  Association,  p.  476. 

Statistics  of  Societies'  Trade,  pp  673-811, 

Sunday  Service,  p.  651-  — Speaker:   Aneurin  Williams,  M. P. 

Thanks,  Votes  of — 

General,  p.  647 — G.  Goodenough,  E.  R.  S.  Mundy. 

Reply-  F.  J.  Norris. 

Chairman  and  Deputy-Chairman,  p.  645 — G.  Bastard,  C.  Marshall. 

Reply,  p.  646— E.  R.  Wood  ;   p.  647— T.  Killon. 

Women's  Guilds — 

I,  England  and  Wales — Summary  of  Report,  pp.  365-371. 
11.  Scotland—  Summary  of  Report,  pp.  372-373. 
III.  Ireland— pp.  374-876. 


List  of   Delegates    and   Representatives 
Present  at  the  (Sonqress. 


(1)    Reprei^ntativeF  from  other  Bodies,  &o. 

iNTKBNATioNAL  CoopKKATiVE  Ai  i.iAN<  K.— Mr .  \V.  Maxwell  ind  Mr.  H.  J.  May. 

Trades  Union  Congkess. — Mr.  E.  Beviu. 

National  Union  of  TKACHEKs.—Miss  E.  R.  Conway  and  Mr.  H.  Pearson. 

Labour  Departme.nt,  Board  of  Thadk.— Mr.  J.  J.  Dent. 

Bkuiktry  or  Friendly  Societies— Mr.  Digby  F.  li.  Koe. 

(2)    Representatives  from  other  Countries. 

France.— Messrs.  Daud^  Bancel  and  P.  Wascige. 

(3)    Members   of  the   Central    Board,   other   than   those   delegated    by 
'  Societies  and  District  Associations. 

Irish  ExEcuTm?.— Messrs.  G.  McGiiffin  (Belfast),  J.  Palmer,  and  R.  Fleming  (Secretary), 

Midland  Section.— Messrs.  G.  Bastard  (Leicester),  J.  Butcher  (Rugby),  G.  Harris  (Lincoln^ 
J.  Langley  (Ketteringi,  VV.  Millerchip  (Walsall),  J.  Millington  (Birmingham),  C.  A. 
W.  Saxton  (Worcester),  J.  G.  Shacklock,  and  E.  L.  Griffiths  (Hon.  Member). 

Northern  Section.— Messrs.  J.  C.  Alston  (Newcastle  onTyne),  G.  Bedford  (Middlesbrough), 
J.  Davison  (Bedlington),  S.  Galbraith,  M.P.  (Durham),  W.  R.  Rae  (Sunderland), 
and  A.  Stoddart  (Secretary). 

North-Western  Section.— Messrs.  W.  R.  Blair  (Liverpool),  E.  Booth  (Wooldalo),  J.  R 
Cunliffe  (Ramsbottom),  W.  Dewhurst  (Colne),  S.  Fairbiother  i,Bolton),  S.  R.  Foster 
(Bingley),  G.  Goodenough  (Castleford),  J.  Greenwood  (Hebden  Bridge),  W.  Gregory 
(Preston),  F.  Hayward  (Burslem),  A.  Horricks  (Pendleton),  J.  Johnston  (Man- 
chester), G.  Major  (Rotherham),  T.  Redfearn  (Heckmondwike),  W.  Swindlehurst 
(Barrow-in-Furness),  J.  Thompson  (Ashton-undei-Lyne),  T.  Way  (Wakefield),  B. 
Woolfenden  (Rochdale),  and  J.  Bradshaw  (Secretary). 

Scottish  Section.— Messrs.  J.  Allan  (Glasgow),  J.  Deans  (Kilmarnock),  P.  Loney  (Stirlingi,  J. 
Lucas  (Shettleston),  N.  McLean  ((Slasgow),  J.  Patterson  (Burntisland),  A.  Purdie 
(Edinburgh),  and  G.  Wilson  (Bannockburn). 

Southern   Section. — Mrs.    M,  A.  Gasson  (London),    Messrs.  J.  H.  Bate  (Leyton),    W.  T. 
Charter  (Cambridge),  M.  H.  Clear  (Sheerness),  S.  Foulger  (Ipswich),  A.  Hainsworth 
.  (Woolwich),  E.  King  (Oxford),  R.  Rowsell  (Heading),  W.  J.  Salmon  (Colchester), 
and  B.  Williams  (Secretary). 

South- Western  Section.— Messrs.  W.  Brown  (Weston-super-Mare),  J.  T.Davis  (Plymouth), 
Mrs.  Found  (Bristol),  Messrs.  R.  Pearce  (Delabole),  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (Radstock), 
and  W.  H.  Watkins  (Plymouth). 

Western  Section. — Messrs.  W.  H.  Bryant  (Blaena von),  R.  R.  Chappell  (Gloucester),  J.  P. 
Davies  (Nantyglo),  D.  Evans  (Blackwood),  D.  Williams  (Swansea),  and  E.  R.  Wood 
(Ton  Pentre). 

General  Secretary. — Mr.  A.  Whitehead. 

Assistant  Secretary.— Mr.  T.  Horrocks. 

Cashier. — Mr.  N.  H.  Cooper. 

Education  Secretary. — Mr.  C.  E.  Wood. 

Adviser  of  Studies.— Mr.  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  and  also  Miss  E.  M.  Bradley. 


List  op  Delegates. 


ii)  Delegates  trotn  Societies  and  Conference  Asaoclatlons. 


NAME  OF  sociEry. 

DF.LEGATKS. 

Davies,  J. 

Rogers,  W. 

" 

Evans,  E.  B. 

2  Aberdeen  Northern 

Ambler,  F. 

S  Abersychan  and  Talywain . 


4  Adlington 

5  Airedale  Worsted 

6  Alcester    


7  Aldershot 

8  Alltwen  and  Pontardawe 


9  Amble   

10  Annesley  Woodhouse. 

11  Annfield  Plain  


12  Ash  ford 


IS  Asbington  Industrial 


14  Aspatria  Industrial 


15  Ash  ton -under  Lyne. 

16  Avonbank    


17  Bacup 


18  Bamber  Bridge 

19  Banbury   


20  Baniiockbum  . 

21  Barnsley  


22  Barrhead 

28  Barrow-in-Furness 


24  Barry  and  District 

25  Ba'rwell    ' 

26  Batiey   ..'.'...'.'.'..'.'. 


27  Bedford  Progressive 


Bisset,  G. 
Coles,  W.  J 
Draisey,  D.  T. 
Martin,  J. 
Gote,  W. 
Liamisert,  J. 
Cund.E. 
Jones,  G. 
Perkins,  J.  A. 
Waterford,  J. 
Prce  D. 
Williams,  T.  R. 
Foreman,  E. 
Davison,  C.  W. 
Birlley,  J. 
Richards,  V. 
Finn,  J. 
Noble,  B. 
Besford,  J.  W, 
Graham,  W. 
Mae  in,  J 
Smith,  J.  W. 
Cowley,  J.  T. 
Elliot,  R. 
Lazonby,  J. 
Vernon,  S. 
Clark,  J. 


Collinge,  A.  G. 
Hartley,  W.  J. 
Lord.  E.  J. 
Brown,  W.  H. 
Haskms,  H 
Lickorish.W.H. 
Walker,  H.  C. 
Mullen,  M 
Cauldwell,  J. 
Elliott,  J. 
Hunt,  W.  ■ 
Lightowler,  A. 
Machen,  W. 
Wroe,  A.  J. 
Reid,  W. 
Averay.  E. 
Clark,  Mrs  M. 
Duerden,  P. 
Lamb,  G. 
McNicol,  Mrs.  L, 
Yeomans,  J.  F. 
Bembridpe,  B.  B. 
Thomas,  J. 
CufiHn,  G. 
Geary,  G. 
Almond,  Mrs.  L. 
Childe,  W.  H. 
Heald,  C. 
Parr,  J.  E. 
Walworth,  E. 
Day,  A.  W. 
Dav,  M>R.  A.  W. 


List  op  Delegates. 


NAME    OF   SOCIETY, 


27  Bedford  Progressive 

28  Belfast 


29  Bentham  . , 
80  Bingley  . . . . 


81  Birkenhead 


32  Birkenshaw. . 

33  Birmingham 


34 

35  Birstall. 


Printers 


86  Birtley  and  District . 


37  Bishop  Auckland 


38  Blackburn— Daisyiield    

39  „  Grimshaw  Park 

40  Blackiey  .". .     . . . , 


41  Blackpool . . 


42  Blaenavon 


43  Blaandulais 

44  Blaina   


45  Blantyre   

46  Blaydon-on-Tyne 


47  Boldon  industrial . 

48  Bolton   ....". '. 


DELEGATES. 


49 


Cabinetm  akers 


Jones,  D.  A. 
Davidson,  J. 
Girvin,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Hayes.  W. 
Husband,  T.  S. 
Jones,  D  W. 
Rioliardson,  H. 
Carr  Mrs.  E. 
Stead,  .r. 
Whatmnff ,  A. 
Beattie,  W. 
Daniels,  A. 
Perry  S  F. 
McNaught,  A.  J. 
Stone,  B. 
Russell,  C. 
Baxter,  .J. 
Clough, E. 
Lambert,  Mrs  H. 
Fathers,  T.  F. 
Hook,  F.  L. 
Roberts.  W. 
Savaee,  W.  H. 
Sherry.  W.  E. 
Thomas,  D.H. 
Brufif.  F.  H. 
Goodall,  J. 
Ke'pall,  T. 
Rothery,  Mrs  A. 
Birt,  T. 
Dennison.  W. 
Johnson,  W. 
Makeplace,  L.  G. 
Olds,  G. 
Blenkin.  T. 
Davies,  J.  P.  T. 
Snaith  G. 
North,  J.  W. 
Gastall,  T. 
Smalley.  J  R. 
Baugh.  W.  H. 
Chew.  T. 
Holden,  W. 
Smith,  A.J. 
Tavlor,  W.  E. 
Bvgate  H. 
Siopford,  J.  P. 
Tomlinson,  Mrs.A.B. 
Williams,  F.  A. 
Court,  C. 
Daniel,  H. 
Williams,  E. 
Davies,  J.  W. 
Morgan,  G. 
Rosser,  D. 
Frew.  A. 
McArthur,  M. 
Crisp,  M, 
Moore  J.  H. 
Bob  son  C. 
CU.rk,  R  A. 
Sutherland,  J. 
Wilkinson,  R. 
Bentley,W. 
Benson,  T. 
Heath,  J. 
Lewes,  T. 
McNair,  T. 
Shepperd,  T, 
Eirkman,  J. 


XX.                                            List  of  Delegates. 

NAME   OP  SOCIETY. 

DELBOATXS. 

50  Boston  

Brown,  .1. 
Christmas,  H. 
Denman,  F. 
Hudson,  W.  H. 
Jagger,  A. 
Pickard.  J. 
Toleon.  E. 
Wod,  J.  T. 
Dundas,  D. 
Preston.  T.  C. 
Eastwood.  H. 
Eastwood,  Mrp.  H. 
Ibbetson,  C,  H. 
Rukin,  E.  E. 
Rukin.  Mrs.  A. 
Woodcock,  S 
Batts,  J. 
Dallaway,  W. 
Gibbins,  F.A. 
Jores,  Mrs  E. 
Wilkinson.  W.  A. 
Burgess,  Mrs. 
Dimberline,  J. 
Foster.  J.  E. 
Hawkins,  J, 
Simmons.  H.  T, 
Wdtkins,  T.  H. 
Blakeborough,  ,1.  W. 
Ewing,  J. 
Griffin.  W.  B. 
Hampton,  Mrs.  A. 
Marks,  J 
Petherick,  W.  J. 
Mundy,  E.  W. 
Bithill,  D. 
Ballantyne,  J. 
Sempie,  M. 
Farley,  D. 
Isherwood,  W. 
Marsdpn.  W. 
N(  well,  J.  T. 
Wood,  T. 
Masteiton,  J. 
Eager,  J. 
Brindlev.  Mrs.  H. 
Brooks,  6.  W. 
Chorlton,  Miss  F.  A. 
Harding,  Miss  E. 
Lawton,  W.  H. 
Radcliffe,  Mrs,  E. 
Fidkin,  A. 
Merrey,  C.  H. 
Smith,  J.  A. 
Fielding,  A. 
Hazlett  A.  E. 
Lord,  T.  E. 
Rigby,  T. 
Taylor,  R. 
Lightowler,  8. 
Yates,  8. 

Evans,  D. 
Bennett,  H.J. 
Hill,  B.  S. 
Mills,  B. 
Stubbs.  A.  G. 
Altree.  F.  J. 
Bird,  A  L. 
Boden,  W, 
Murtagh,  P. 

51  Bradford  (City  of)    



" 

52  Brechin  United 

53  Brierfleld 

54  Brighouse    



55  Brighton 

56  Brightside  and  Carbrook  

" 

' 

" 

57  Bristol ' 

59  Bryn  Gates 

63  Burntisland 

65  Burslem    

66  Burton-on-Trent 

••      

68  Buttershaw 

69  Butt  Lane    

70  Caerau  and  Maesteg   

71  CainscrosB  and  Ebley 

72  Cambridge  

73  Cannock  

" 

List  op  Delegates. 


NAME   OF    SOCIETY. 


Cardiff  .. 
Carleton 
Carlisle 


Carmarthen  Industrial 
Castleford  Industrial  . . 
Cefn    


80  Chepstow 


Chesham  Boot  and  Shoe 
Chester-le-Street 


Cinderford  . . . 
Cinderhill 
Cleator  Moor 

Cleckbeaton 


87 


Close  Hill. 

Clown    

Clydebank 


Coaii^land 
Coalville  . , 


92  Coatbridge 


Codnor  Park  and  Ironville 
Colchester   


95  Colne . 


96  Compstall 


97  Congleton. 


98  Consett . 


99 
100 


Co-operative  Bakeries  (West  Stanley). 
Co-operative  Insurance 


DELEGATES. 


Stedman,  W.  L. 
Jones,  D 
Barnes,  J. 
Bell,  W. 
Riddle,  G. 
Robinson,  Wm, 
Watson,  J. 
Morgan,  T.  H. 
Jackson,  J.  P. 
Fawcett,  C.  W. 
Jones,  8.  T. 
Cole,  C. 
Kerton.  G. 
Wills,  E. 
Garland,  G. 
Long,  A. 
Pace,  W. 
Perkins,  M.  H. 
Askew,  W. 
Buxton,  G. 
Adams,  J.  J. 
Bethwaite,  W. 
Branthwaite,  W. 
Storey,  J. 
Vodden,  W. 
Booth,  J.  R. 
Parkin,  F. 
Broadbent,  J. 
Hill,  J.  T. 
Campbell,  A. 
Carnochan,  W.  J. 
Thorpe,  Mrs.  J. 
Fleming,  R. 
Bradshaw,  C. 
Bradshaw,  Mrs.  C 
Gnwtage,  E,  A. 
Swain,  G. 
Collins.  T. 
Donald,  A. 
Morrison,  Mrs.  G. 
Thomson,  W. 
Barker,  F. 
Ayling,  A.  E. 
Ayling,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Hamm,  G  F. 
McKenna,  T.  J. 
Salmon.  Mrs.  A. 
Strutt,  F. 
Bank,  W.  H. 
Barritt,  J.  W. 
Foulds,  W. 
Senior,  J. 
Dawson,  J. 
Hambleton,  S. 
Watkis,  B. 
Wilkinson,  G.  J 
Choppinger,  C. 
Elkin,  J.  W. 
Holden,  H. 
Hadley,  T. 
Limas,  F. 
Downie,  P. 
Saunders,  E. 
Harrison,  W. 
Adams,  T. 
Allen,  T.  W. 
Golightly,  A,  W. 
Hemingway,  W. 
Shotton,  T.  E. 
Thomson,  G.   ^ 


List  op  Delegates. 


NAME   OF    SOCIETY. 


101  Co-operative  Newspaper 

102  Co-operative  Printing 


103  Co-operative  Productive  Federation    . 

104  Co-operative  Secretaries'  Association  . 

105  Co-operative  Sundries  Manufacturing. 

106  Co-operative  Wholesale 


107  Coventry 


108  Cowdenbeath 

109  Cowlairs   . . . . . 


110  Cowling 

111  Cramlington 


112  Crewe. 


113  Criggleston 

114  Cromptnn  Root  Manufacturing 

115  Crosland  Moor         

116  Crossbills    

117  Croydon    


118  Cwmbach. 


119  Cwmgorse. 

120  Cymmer    . 


121  Dalton-in-Fnmess 

122  Dalziel ."..... 


128  Darlington  Industrial 


DELEOATEB. 


Blakeborough,  S. 
Brownbill,  G. 
Smith,  J. 
Hyde,  R. 
McShane,  P. 
Mitchell,  I.  H. 
Hal  stead,  R. 
Jarman,  J. 
Haworth,  W.  T. 
Brodrick,  T. 
Clayton,  W. 
Dudley,  W.  E. 
English,  J. 
Holt   R. 
Johns,  J.  E. 
Killon,  T. 
King  J.  W. 
Lander,  W. 
Marshall,  C. 
Oliver,  J. 
Pingstone.  H.  C. 
Thorpe,  O. 
Threadgill,  A.  E. 
Varley,  A. 
Biggs.  Mrs.  M. 
Corrie,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Jacqu<  st,  L.  G. 
Newlove,  Mrs. 
Perdlebury,  J.  H. 
Whitmore,  F. 
Russell,  J. 
Simpson,  J. 
Hunter.  C. 
Ross,  W. 
Russell.  D. 
Snowden,  W. 
Gray,  W. 
Leslie,  R. 
Beard  E. 
Bourne.  J. 
Derbyshire,  E. 
Moore,  H. 
Saunders,  A. 
Smith,  J. 
Whittle,  F. 
Cox,  W.  A. 
Pogson,  T.  E. 
Greenwood,  R. 
Allen,  Miss  E.  E.  M. 
Bethel,  F. 
Cooper,  P.  W. 
Jones,  E. 
Jones,  L . 
Jones,  I.  R. 
Phillips,  D.  J. 
Rees,  M. 
Thomas,  E. 
Howells,  G.  J. 
Jones,  D.  J. 


Lewrey,  W. 
Thompson,  E. 
Anderson,  J. 
Miller,  G. 
Sinclair,  J. 
Allan,  R. 
Broadley,  W. 
Ferguson,  G. 
Ferguson,  Mrs.  G. 


List  of  Delegates. 

x^ 

iii. 

NAME    OF   SOCIETY, 

DELEGATES. 

1'23  Darlington  Industrial 

Hunter,  Miss  L. 
Stevenson, D. 
Moorhoufe,  T.  E. 
Parker,  W. 
Borlow,  T. 
Booth.  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Bullivant.  R. 
Poynton,  T. 
Smith,  Mrs.  M. 
Unsworth.  Mrs.  J.W. 
Bowman,  J. 
Marlow,  J. 
Plowright  G. 
Rntherey,  F 
Kilburn,  J.  E. 
Kilburn.  Mrs.  J.  E. 
Nettleship,  T. 
Ser-io  .  Mr«.  A.  F. 
Sowerby,  J. 
Sowerbv   Mrs.  J. 
Colpus,  P.  C. 
Curtis,  G   A. 
Shaw.  W  H. 
Wood.  W. 
Barker.  J. 
Joneo,  W. 
Shaw,  A. 
Barlow,  R. 
Bf.othrovd,  W.  J. 
Clarke,  Mrs.  E. 
Pogson,  D. 
Stop  ford,  J. 
Bvrne,  L  P. 
Grubham,  B. 
Thnmpsin,  R. 
Mitchell,  G.  E. 
Murrav.  D. 
Cook,  D. 
Bo^ie,  D. 
Dow   W. 
M  Idrnm,  W. 
Terris,  A. 

Lyon,C.  E. 
Judson,  J. 
Hodgson,  M. 
James,  W. 
Evans  D. 
Evans,  -T.  M. 
Payne,  W. 
Plummer.  D. 
Hopkins,  M. 
Robinson,  Mrs.  F.  J. 
Tyldesley,  J. 
Walsh.  H  N. 
Yates  S. 
Young,  T.  M. 
Hartley,  B. 
Bucha  an,  J.  B. 
Cair.is,  J. 
Hump,  Mrs.  E. 
Jol'Ptone,  J.  W. 
Miller,  A. 
Neilson.  J. 
Kfrshaw,  G. 
Marshall,  W. 
Thomas,  J.  A. 
Brewer,  R. 
Nicholas,  J.  W. 

124  Delph 

125  Denholme    

126  Derby    

' 

127  De'rwent  Flour  Mill.'  [['.'.'.'.['.'..   '..'.'.     '.'.'..'.'.'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

128  Desboro'   

129  Dewsbury  Co-opeiative  Laundries    

130  Dewsbury  Pioneers 

' 

131  Doncaster  Mutual    

' 

132  Doves  Holes   

133  Dowlais 

134  Drighlington   ....     

135  Droylsden    

" 

" 

136  Dublin  Industrial 

137  Dudley 

138  Dumbarton  Equitable 

139  Dumfries  and  Maxwflltown 

" 

141  Dysart   

142  Eagley  

143  Earlestown 

144  East  Cleveland 

145  Ebbw  Vale   

If 

146  Eccles  Provident 

II              II 

If              II 

If               II 

11              II 

147  Eccleshill     

148  Edinburgh— St.  Cuthbert's  

II                          11 

149  Egerton    

1 51  EUesmere  Port 

List  op  Delegates. 


NAME    OF   SOCIETY. 


152  Ely 

163    , 

154  Emley    

155  Employus'  Provident 

KG  Enfield  Highway  

157  Excehior  Boot  and  Shoe  (Sileby) 

158  Exeter  


159  Failsworth , 

160  Farnworth  and  Kearsley 


161  Felling  Industrial. 

162  Fleetwood  '.' ' 


163  Galashiels    

164  Garden  City  Press 

165  Garndiffaith  and  Varteg. 

166  Garston    


167  Gateshead 

168  Gillingham 


169  Gilsiand  Convalescent  Homes... 

170  Glasgow— Drapery  and  Furnish. 


171 
172 


173 
174 
175 

176 
177 


Eastern 

Kinning  Park. 


London  Road 

Progress  

St.  George  . . . 


St.  RoUox    .... 
United  Baking 


178  Glenfleld  Boot  and  Shoe 

179  Glossop  Dale 

180  Gloucester   


181  Godalming 

182  Goole 


183  Grahamston  and  Bainsford 

184  Grantham    


DKI.F.OATE8. 


Knights,  J. 
Touch,  B. 
Kidd,  J. 
Jones,  A. 
Hood,  Mrs.  E. 
Mercy,  J.  A 
Pryce,  E. 


Egerton,  Miss  O. 
Holliday,  R. 
Entwistle,  J. 
Isherwood.  S.  B. 
Paynter,  J.  O. 
Rigg,  A. 
Robey.  J  E. 
Goodfellow,  M. 
Major,  T.  C. 
Atherton,  W. 
Jackson,  A.  E. 
Rimmer,  G. 


A. 


Miller,  H.  . 
Williams,  M.P., 
Morris,  T. 
Barlow,  J. 
Rowbury,  G. 
Baldock,  H.  G. 
Thornton,  W. 
Gill.  J. 
Hobbs,  W.  F. 
Pannell,  Mrs. 
Dickie,  J. 
Galloway,  J. 
Love,  W. 
Simpson,  W. 
Hardie,  R. 
Shanks,  W. 
Boyle,  G.  M. 
Buchanan,  Mrs. 
•  Fountain,  J.  M. 
Gailacher,  Mrs. 
Lonsdale  F. 
Macrae,  D. 
Graham,  Mrs. 
Gray,  R. 
McGhie,  A. 
Nivin,  J. 
Boyd  H. 
Kerr,  W. 

TuUoch.Mrs.  R  A.M 
Greig,  J. 
King,  J. 
Hamilton,  J. 
Handyside,  R. 
Irvine,  G. 
McLay,  R. 
Moodie,  Mrs. 
Rnugh,  Mrs. 
Bre»in.  J.  H. 
Chadwick,  J. 
Blackwell,  J. 
Peters  R. 
Hirst,  8. 
Holmes,  L. 
Holmes,  Mrs.  L. 
Rule,  Mrs.  J. 
Bradshaw,  W. 
Woodruff,  0. 


List  ov  Delegates. 

XXV. 

NAME   OF    SOCIETY. 

DELEGATES. 

185  Grays 

Hanham,  F.  G. 
Jones,  J. 

Lanaway,  Mrs.  M. 
Ramsey,  E.  C. 
Vousden,  J.  T. 
Grubb,  T.  G. 
Gunton,  J.  W. 
Herbert  W,  H. 
Holmes,  J.  W. 
Pinckbeck,  W   C. 
Veri  y.  S.  E. 
Pickup,  J.  T. 
TunstalJ,  T. 
Whalley,  J. 
Garth  waite,  W.  F. 
Shepherd,  J. 
S  tad,  R. 
Herbert,  A. 
Kirby,  A. 
Stanton,  J.  G. 
Isherwood,  F. 
Home,  D. 
Maodonald,  A. 
Wildash,  P.  E. 
Combes,  F   L. 
Gibbons,  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Readman,  W.H. 
Crowther,  A. 
Wilson,  J.  R. 

Barraclougb,  H. 
Garside,  F. 
Garside,  S 
Lumb,  J.  W. 
Lumb,  Mrs.  J.  W 
Redman,  A. 
Dryden.     . 
Taylor,  R. 
Gallocher,  J. 
Cutler,  T. 
Hendry,  D.  C. 
Broadbank,  E. 
Whiteley,  J,  K. 
Beckett,  T. 
Beckett,  Mrs.  T. 
Burgess,  M.  G. 
Johnston,  C. 
Wilkin,  Mrs.  E   A. 
Holmes.  A. 
Hindle,  R. 
Rllev  H  . 
Wallwork,  Mrs.  W. 
Laidlaw,  R. 
Hey,  A.  E 
Shackleton,  P. 
Ainlev,  A. 
Dawson,  J. 
Ingham,  W. 
Crovther,  J.  W. 
Latham,  A.  W. 
Sutoliffe,  A. 
Hall,  R. 
Wilson,  W.  S. 
Herbert,  M  iss  E.  M. 
Hyett,  P.  J. 
Ascroft.  W.  H. 
Bridge,  J. 
Cohn,  E. 
Dutson,  F. 

186  Great  Grimsby  



' 

' 

187  Great  Harwood 

" 

188  Great  Horton 

190  Greenfield    

193  Guildford 

194  Guisborough    

196  Halifax  Industrial    

'              " 

■ 

197  Haltwhistle  .". 

199         „         Central..            .                 

200  Harrogate    

201  Hartlepools     

" 

202  Hasland    

203  Haslingden  Industrial 

204  Hawick 

205  Haworth    

206  Hebden  Bridge  Fustian  . .            

"           '*            " 

207         ,,           ,,       Industrial    

V                         »»                                ,1 

209  Hemel  Hempstead   

210  Hereford 

211  Heywood  Industrial 

1                 11 

List  of  Delbgatbb. 


NAME   OF  SOCIETY. 


?11  Heywood  Industrial 

212  Higham  Ferrers 

213  Hillbouse  Perseverancs  . 

214  Hinckley 


215  Hindley. 


216  Horbury 

217  Horwich 


218  Hucknall  Torkard 

219  Huddersfleld  Indnstrial 


220  Hull 


221  Hyde 


222  Ilkeston. 

223  Ipswich 


224  Irish  Agency 

225  ,,      Agricultural  Organisation 

226  „      Agricultural  Wholesale... 

227  Ironbridge  and  Coalbrookdale. . 


228  Jarrow  and  Hebburn 


229  Keighley 


230         „         Laundries    

281  Kendal 

232  Kettering  Boot  and  Shoe 


233 


£84 
236 


Clothing 


Corset   . . . 
Industrial. 


286         „         Union  Boot  and  Shoe. 
237  Kidderminster   


DELEGATES. 


Greenwood,  J.  T 
Hunt,  G.  A. 
Marsden,  W. 
Baker,  J. 
Ilifle,  W. 
Eccleston,  J. 
Green,  R 
Hurst,  J. 
Bowers,  T. 
Fallas,  A. 
Gore,  W. 
Piatt,  J. 
Smith,  T. 
Stell,  R. 
Mottram ,  J. 
Smith,  W. 
Wilford  J.  H. 
Armitage,  J.  8. 
Bland,  J. 
Elstone,  J.  E. 
Fleetwood,  H. 
Hellawell,  H.  J.  i 
Kinder,  B. 
Booth,  P.  W. 
Clarke,  J. 
Edmond,  Mrs.  E 
Horton,  W. 
Lickes,  J. 
Slater,  Mrs.  A. 
Ardern,  W. 
Mottram,  J, 
Oakes,  J. 
Shaw,  A. 


Blount,  J.  H. 
Page,  Mrs.  E. 
Pearsrn,  E. 
Baskett,  C. 
Bird,  T. 
Hall,  W. 
Osborne,  W, 
Stevenson,  E. 
Smith' Gordon,  L. 
Byrne,  L .  P. 
Roberts,  W. 


Lamb,  W. 
O'Neill,  F.  P. 


Bancroft,  J.  O. 
Butterfield,  F.  W. 
Gill,  T. 
Midgley,  F. 
Piokover,  F. 
Wilcock,  S. 
Whalley  H. 
Atkinson,  W. 
Panter,  P. 
Shrive,  G. 
Daniels,  H. 
Wallis,  H. 
Pentelow,  W. 
Hurst,  0. 
Pentelow,  Mrs. 
Potter,  H.  J. 
Bridges,  H 
Bridges,  Mrs. 


List  of  Delegates. 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


DELEaATKS. 


237  Kidderminster 


238  Kilbirnie 

239  Killamarsh 

240  Kilmarnock  Equitable 

241  Kilnhurst 

242  King's  Lynn    


243  Kippax 


244  Kirkby-in-Ashfleld 
246 


Manufacturers 


346  Lancaster 


247  Lane  Dyehouse 

248  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar 


249  Leeds 


250  Leek  and  Moorlands 

251  Leicester 


252 
253 
254 

255 
256 
257 
258 
259 


Anchor  Boot  and  Shoe 

Anchor  Tenants 

Boot  and  Shoe    


260  Leigh  Friendly 


Carriage  Builders 

Cooperative  Small  Holders. 

Morning  Star  Sundries 

Printing    

Self-Help  Boot  and  Shoe   . . . 


2C1  Leith  Provident 

262  Leyland  and  Farington  . . 

263  Lincoln  Equitable   ... 


364  Lincoln  Land  and  Building. 
265  Lisburn     


266  Littleborough. 

267  Liverpool 


268  Llanidloes 

269  Lockhurst  Lane 


Yates,  P.  W. 
Yates,  Mrs. 
Clark, T. 
Walker,  T.  M. 
Dempster,  T. 
Senior,  G. 
Coston,  J.  E. 
Gee,  W. 
Norton,  E. 
Robinson,  I. 
Kershaw,  J. 
Parr,  G. 


Hargreaves,  H. 
Oliver,  Miss  8. 
Sandham,  J. 
Wolfendale,  G. 
Cheetham,  P. 
Oxley,  J.  W. 
Williamson,  J  H. 
Burnley,  J.  W. 
Foster,  S 
Gration,  J.  C 
Higgins,  W. 
Shore,  J. 
Stainer,  C 
Carding,  J.  J. 
Gorrie,  A. 
Kemp,  S. 
Mann,  A. 
Biiey,  J. 
Stacey,  F. 
Taylor,  S. 
Freeman,  M 
Mann,  Mrs. 
Jones,  W. 
Pepper,  W.  E. 
Stubbs,  E.'^H. 
Willx,  Mrs. 
Bent,  E. 
Kent,  L.  W. 
Bodicoat,  J. 
Ainscough,  T. 
Parkinson,  J. 
Walkden,  C. 
Webb,  J. 
Adams,  Mrs. 
McQuaid,  J. 
Hargreaves,  N. 
Hilton,  J.  W. 
Burt,  T. 
Harley,  G. 
Harris,  Mrs. 
Hudson,  J. 
Treavett,  C. 
Ward,  G. 
HewBon,  W. 
Adams,  J. 
Barbour,  H. 
Cook,  C  A. 
Shepherd,  J. 
Walkden,  J. 
Edwards,  J.  A. 
Lightfoot,  Mrs. 
Metcalfe,  Mrs. 
NorriH,  F.J. 
Robinson,  W. 
Williams,  R. 
Adams,  A. 


List  of  Delegates. 


NAME   OF  SOOIETT. 


DELEGATES. 


269  Lookhurst  Lane    

270  London — Anchor  Tenants 


271 
272 


273 


Bookbinders       

Civil  Service  Supply . 

Edmonton  


Hendon. 


275  „  West  London 

276  Long  Buckby 

277  Long  Eaton 


278  „  Printing 

279  L  ongridge       

280  Longwood    .   .   

281  Luton    


282  Macclesfield  Equitable 


2^3           „              Silk  Manufacturing 
284  Manchester  and  Salford    


285  „  and  District  Laundries 

286  „  Tenants    

287  Mansfield  and  Sutton 


288  Market  Haxboro' 


289  Markinch. 


290  Marsden,  Yorks. 

291  Maryport 


992  Masbro'. 


293  Melton  Constable. 

294  Middlesbrough  . . . 


Potter,  R. 
Bnstin,  N. 
Summers,  A. 
Greening,  E.  O. 
Barber,  J. 
Cogman,  W.  H. 
Burville,  A.  W. 
Ellis,  G. 
Jarrett,  A. 
Malcolm,  Mrs. 
Maton,  J. 
Owen,  Mrs. 
Adkins,  S. 
Bailey,  F. 
Farrell,  R. 
Frisby,  J.G. 
AsteU.  W. 
Davies,  J. 
Dawson,  T.  H. 
Derry,  A. 
Hancock,  H.  C. 
Pattison,  L. 
Edinboiough,  T.  H. 
McCreary,  J. 
Winterliottom,  J.  R. 
Pym.  P.  J. 


Allan,  A.8.  H. 
Creswell,  A. 
Fletcher,  G.  H. 
Swin-cn,  John 
Turpin,  Mrs. 
Wallworth,  Wm 
Hill,  J.  S. 
Baron,  T. 
Greig,  C. 
Martin.  T.  H. 
Teer,  Mrs. 
Whiteley,  E. 
Withington,  W. 
Wilkinson,  J.  C. 
Connor,  J.  E, 
Baxter,  G. 
Dickinson,  G.  W 
Millott,  G.  R. 
Read,  Mrs.  M. 
Co -,  Mrs. 
Ringrose,  F. 
Ringrose,  Mrs. 
McKenzie,  J. 
Snow,  W.  S. 
Marsden,  J.  W. 
Ferguson,  G. 
Gilbertson,  W. 
Graham,  W.  H. 
Ismay,  N. 
Milbum,  H. 
Ainsworth,  E. 
Caine,  G.  E. 
Ca  ley,  W. 
Dawson,  R.  H. 
Milnes,  A.  E. 
Wood,  J  W. 
Barrett,  C.  E. 
Baruett,  Mrs. 
Br.>v.n,  Mrs. 
Pannell,  J.  T. 
Pittam,  Mrs. 
Steel,  Mrs. 


List  of  Delegates. 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY, 


294  Middlesbrough 

295  Middleton  and  Tonge  , 


296  Midgley 

297  Midland  Boot  Manufacturers. 

298  Mid-Ehondda 


299  Millom 


800  Milngavie 

801  Mirfield  Perseverance 

802  Morley 


303  Mc^ssley. 


804  Moulton 

806  Musselburgh  and  Fisherrow. 


306  National  Labour  Press 

307  ,,        Co-operative  Managers'  Association 

308  Nelson  


309  Netberfleld 


310  Newark 

311  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea  . 


312  Newbottle 

313  Newcastle-on-Tyne 


314  Newcastle  Household  Furnishing . 

315  New  Cumnock    

316  Newhaven    

317  New  Mills 


318  New  Moston    . . . 

319  Newport  (Mon.) . 


320  New  Swindon  . 


321  Newton  Abbot 
822  New  Tredegar 

328  Northampton  . 


324  Northamptonshire  Productive. 

325  North  Shields 


326  North-Western  Educational  Association 


DELEOiLTES. 


Summersgill,  Mrs, 
Cowherd,  R. 
Hilton,  J  J. 
Jones,  D. 
Simons,  S. 
Art:  ur,  T.  L. 
Atkins,  J. 
Gilber  ,  R. 
Mellon,  J. 
Logan,  J. 
Fudge,  W. 
Haray,  T. 
Smith,  F. 
Speight,  T, 
Tolson,  W.  B. 
"Ward,  J. 
Lee,  L. 

Whitehead,  J.  W, 
"Wilks,  H. 
James  G  T. 
L'  ckwood,  F. 
Sample,  8. 


Glasier,  J,  B 
Newbild,  C.  W. 
Barraclough,  J. 
Butterfield,  E, 
Crowther,  P. 
Hargreaves,  R. 
Hartley,  I. 
Pate,  J. 
Jones,  H, 
King,  T. 
Johnson,  W.  F. 
Doney,  Councillor  J. 
Ritson,  J. 
Orwin,  J. 
Dyson,  D. 
Wade,  W. 
Young,  T. 
Davison,  J.  W. 
Scott,  J. 
Chatfield,  G. 
Rothwell,  R.  H. 
Walsh,  A. 
Davies,  J. 
Davies,  W.  J, 
Garth,  E. 
Garth,  Mrs. 
Hum,  T.  J. 
Jones,  G.  H. 
Davis,  D. 
Carter,  Mrs. 
Jones.  R 
Jones,  Mrs. 
Thompson,  C. 
Watts,  Mrs. 
Jones,  V^m 
Lewis,  W. 
Roberts,  F.  O. 
Rogers,  W.  J. 
Smith,  J.  S. 
Wright.  W.B. 
Gnen,  F. 
Bedford,  A. 
Jones,  M. 
Jeflery,  F.  J. 
Kinse,  J. 

rbrook,  J.  W. 


x.N.x.                                           List  of  Dklkuates. 

NAME   OF   SOCIETT. 

DKTJCSATES. 

827  Norwich              

Hagg,A.J. 
A  tten borough,  W. 
Brown,  S.  H. 
Ellis,  W. 
Loach,  J.  E. 
Donse,  W.  J. 
Gopsill,  A. 
Hubbard,  T. 
Linnell,  S. 
Pollock,  G. 
Roberts.  A. 
Watkins,  L.  C. 

Hadfleld,  R. 
Hadfleld,  Mrs. 
Hobbs,  Mrs. 
Hoyle,  H. 
Morton,  G. 
Waters,  E. 
Hill,  J.  H. 
Lowe,  J. 
Taylor.  J. 
Wellens,  J. 
Booth,  A. 
Lucas,  O. 
Moxon,  J. 
Taylor,  F. 
Evans,  £. 
Boyce,  G. 
Carter,  G. 
Young,  Mrs. 

Lee,  T.W. 
Snape,  J. 
Lpwis,  W. 
Allan,  J. 
Paton,  Mrs  E. 
V^  allace.  Mrs. 
.-Vdam,  R. 
Vallance,  H. 
Law,  A. 
Lewis,  R. 
Rimmer,  W.  H. 
Archer,  Mrs. 
Cox,  C. 
Hibberd,  R. 
Balfour,  J. 
Balf  ur,  Mrs. 
Keddie,  R. 
Gibbon,  J.  M. 
Sims,  R.  J. 
CoUinge,  P.  R. 
Jennings,  F. 
Johnson,  J. 
NuttaU,  H. 
Pickles,  W. 
Settle,  Mrs. 
Tingley,  W.  E. 
Jackson,  T.  W. 
Storey,  J. 
Farquhar,  G. 
Bredbury,  J.  A. 
Bra  bury,  Mrs. 
Brown,  J. 
Hipkin.  J. 
Peake,  S. 
Sanderson,  Mrs. 
Webster,  J.  G. 

328  Nottingham 

II           

329                       Printers 

" 

" 

'^ 

" 

331  Oldham  Equitable   

II               II 

II               II 

332         ,,       Industrial  

883  Ossett 

334  Oswestry 

336  Padiham   

837  Paisley  Equitable 

889      ,,          Provident 

340      „         Underwood  Coal    

341  Park  Lane  

342  Parkstone  and  Bournemouth 

II                         11 

343  Pathhead  and  Sinolairtown ; 

>                       II 

344  Pena'rth    '. 

345  Pendleton    

" 

346  Penge  and  Beckenhara   

847  Penrith   

848  Perth  (City  of) 



List  of  Delegates. 


NAME   OF    SOCIETY. 


351  Piatt  Bridge    

352  Pleasley  and  Fleasley  Hill 

858  Plymouth 


354  PollokshawB 
855  Pontefract   . . 


356  Port  Glasgow  (Fore  Street) 

357  Portobello    

858  Portsea  Island  . . 


359  Preston. 


360  Prestwioh. 


861  Queensbury. 
362  Queensferry 


363  Badoliffe  and  Pilkington 


364  Radstook 

365  Ramsbottom  Industrinl 


866  Bamsgate. 

867  Raunds  . . , 

368  Rawdon    . 

369  Reading    ". 


370  Ripley 


371  Ripponden  

872  River  and  District  (Do>ver) . 


873  Rochester 

374  Rochdale  Pioneers 


875  Roe  Green  (Worsley) 
376  Rugby     


DELEGATES. 


Higson,  C. 
Barrett,  G. 
Maxwell,  T. 
Braginton,  R. 
Cocks,  S.  H 
Finch,  W.  G. 
Harvey,  W.  H. 
Tonkin,  W.  R. 
West,  F.  H. 
Anderson,  J  E. 
Armstrong,  J. 
Depledge,  B. 
Dixon,  A. 
Hough,  E. 
Webster,  O. 
Buchan,  D. 
Semple,  Wra. 
Mihell,  J.  H. 
Sketch,  Mrs. 
Willis,  W.  J. 
Bromiley,  J. 
Catterall,  J. 
Holden,  B. 
Laraway,  E. 
Newsham,  J. 
Whittle,  W.W. 
Briggs,  Miss 
Cattle,  R.  W. 
Hilt  n,  J. 
Rankine,  J.  H, 
Whittaker,  R.  H. 


Ingham,  C. 
Perkin,  F. 
Marshall,  E.  R. 
Thompson,  R. 


Davenport,  J. 
Emery  E. 
Farrington,  A. 
Hampson,  F.  R. 
Rosta,  A. 
Taylor,  P. 
Ashman.  G. 
Ro stance,  A. 
Law  son,  J.  H. 
Lindley,  W. 
Whittaker,  J. 
Bishenden,  T. 
Annies,  R. 
Brown,  E. 
Sharp,  T.  P. 
Beckley,  J. 
Hiokey,  E.  J. 
Schofleld,  W. 
Wetherall,  C.  W. 
Parr,  Miss 
Taylor,  W. 
Webb,  D. 
Wadsworth,  S. 
Fairey,  J. 
Fairey,  Mrs. 
Bridge,  H. 
Groarke,  M.  D. 
Ormerod,  T.  H. 
Richardson,  B. 
Cain,  H.  W. 
Gay,  C.  H, 


List  of  Delegates. 


NAME  OF    SOCIETV. 


376  Rugby 

877  Rugeley 

878  Runcorn  and  Widnes  , 


879  Rusbden 


880  St.  Helens 


381  Sandbacb. 


382  Sawston    

883  Scapegoat  Hill 
384  Scarborougb  . . 


385  Scottisb  Co-operator 

386  „      Co  operative  Veterans' Association . 
887         ,,      Co-operative  Wbolesale , 


889  Scuntborpe 

390  Seabam  Harbour 


Laundries. 


391  Selston 

392  Sengbenydd and  Aber  Valley. 

393  Sheerness 

894  . ,         Economical 

395  Sbeffleld  and  Ecclesall 


396  Sbettleston . 

397  Sbrewsbury 


898  Bilverdale 


Skelmersdale. 


400  Skipton     . . 

401  Slaitbwaite 


402  Slougb  and  District . 

403  Sobo  (Birmingbam). 


404  Soutbampton . 

405  Soatbport 


DKLEOATEB. 


Hopcraft,  A.  F. 
Gillard.  G. 
Asbley,  T. 
Cosier,  T. 
Lambert,  W. 
Monis,  W.  M. 
Ricbards.  0.  H. 
Scragg,  J. 
Coles,  G.  W. 
Spencer,  J. 


Davies,  C. 
Lawrenson,  T. 
Newing,  J. 
Rennie,  R. 
Waring,  R. 
Booth,  G. 
Gibson,  W. 
Wood,  M. 
Resbury,  W. 
Armitage,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Collier,  T.  C. 
Jenkinson,  B. 
Carrutbers,  J. 
Pettigrew,  W. 
Arcbbold,  W. 
Bardner,  J. 
Campbell,  H. 
Gallacber,  W. 
Stewart,  R. 
Stirling,  T.  B. 
Weir,  A.  B. 
Adam,  R. 
Newbert,  W. 
O'Hare,  P. 
Usber,  G. 
Clarke,  G.H. 
Wilmot,  W. 
Mason,  W.  H. 
Reece.  W.  C. 
Baggaley,  J. 
Penny,  J. 
Robs,  W.  L. 
Sandford,  F.  W. 
Swift,  U. 
Walton,  T, 
Macartbur,  A. 
Dean,  A.  E. 
Dean,  Mrs. 
Kirkbam,  J. 
Asbwell,  W. 
Castle.  R. 
Viggars,  J. 
Roberts,  E. 
Watkinson,  S. 
TillotRon,  W. 
Anstwick,  G. 
Holt,  Mrs.  C. 
Biggs.  W.  H. 
Blackburn.  J.  A. 
Banister,  W.  E. 
Woodward,  P. 
Woodward,  Mrs.  E. 
Bucban,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Jeffery,  E.  8. 
Pook,  Mrs.  L. 
Allen,  J. 
Andfrson,  J.  W, 
Gaynor,  J. 


List  of  Delegates. 


NAME    OF   SOCIETY. 


DELEGATES. 


406  South  Shields. 


407  Southwell . 

408  Sowerby  Bridge , 


409  Spalding 


410  Sperope  Boot  and  Shoe  , 

411  Stafford     


412  Stanton  Hill 


413  St  pieford  and  Bandiacre  . 

414  Station  Town 


415  Staveley  Town 


416  Stevenston 

417  Stirling  . . . . 


418  Stockport . 


419  „        (Great  Moor) 

420  Stocksbridge  


421  Stockton-on-Tees . 


422  Stowmarket 

423  Stratford  (London) 


424  Swalwell  

425  Swansea  and  District 


426  „  Printers     , 

427  Swarthmoor  and  Ulverston 

428  Styal 


429  Taibach  and  Port  Talbot . 

430  Tamworth  Industrial . .   . 

431  Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley 


439  Thomson,  Wm.,  and  Sons  , 
433  Throckley  and  District  . . , 


434  Tipton   

4S5  Todmorden  Industrial 

486  Ton  'industrial  .'.' 


Curbison.  J.  R. 
Hetharington,  W. 
Arnold,  G.  A. 
Fishwick,  A. 
Firth,  W. 
Hobson,  A. 
Buttery,  T. 
Cadmore,  T.  W. 
Hincks,  A. 
Clewlow,  J. 
Crighton,  A.  F. 
More  ton,  A. 
Shaw,  J 
Toon,  W  E. 
Townsend,  T.  H. 
Elliot,  W.  W. 
Gibson,  J.  L. 
Brail  sford,  H. 
Smith,  W. 
Reid,  P. 
Cameron,  J. 
Macpherson,  W 
Robbie,  D. 
Bevan,  S.  R. 
Btvan,  Mrs   E 
Hewitt,  H. 
Higginbottom,  F. 
Shaw,  C.  E 
Kemp,  G.  H. 
Brown,  F. 
Kenworthy,  J.  C 
Moxnn,  W. 
Day,  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Morrison,  J. 
Robson,  T. 
Rowntree,  G. 
Short,  C. 
Wade,  W. 
Cordell,  Mrs.  G, 
Elliott,  W.  H. 
McGiff,  T.M 
Murrell,  G  W. 
Webster,  J. 
Whitlock,  S.  F. 
Rudflick,  E. 
Stubbs,T. 
Hunt,  H. 
Probert,  R. 
Bevan, W. 
Coward,  G. 
Mason,  A. 


Bowen,  E.  J. 
Rees,  E.T. 
French,  W.  J 
Walker,  Hy.  F. 
Bengough,  F.  J 
Cheeiham,  J.  W. 
Hart,  J. 

Smallwood,  Mrs  R. 
Langiey,  F.  C. 
Forster,  T. 
Kirig,  W. 
Clifton,  C.  H. 
Willisfnrd.  J.  E 
Bentley,  J.  W. 
Mitchell,  J. '1..S. 
Raby,  R. 
Edward.s,  D. 


List  op  Delegates. 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


DELEGATES. 


486  Ton  Industarial 


437  Torquay   

438  Tottington  Equitable  . 

439  „  Industrial . 

440  Tranent    

441  Tredegar  


443  Tunbridge  Wells 
448  Twerton-on-Avon 


444  Tyldesley 


44^  Uddingston . 


446  Vale  of  Leven  (Alexandria) 

447  Wakefield  Borough 

„         Industrial  


449  Walkden 


450  Walmi  r  Bridge 

451  Walsall   


452  Walsall  Locks  and  Cart  Gear. 

453  Warrington 


454  Waterloo 

455  Wellingborough. 


456  Welshpool   . . 

457  West  Calder 


458  Westhoughton  Friendly. 


459  Weston-super-Mare. 

460  West  Pelton   


461  West  Stanley  . 


462  West  Wylam  and  Prudhoe  . . 

463  West  Vorks.  Coal  Federation. 


Pugh,  D.  T. 
Smith,  E. 
Thompson,  H. 
Swindles,  E. 
Howaith,  J. 
Dunsmore,  J. 
Howells,  L. 
Jones,  D  H. 
Whitney,  W.  J. 
Nevo,  J.  T. 
Ccrdiner.  Mrs.  H. 
Swain,  H.  J. 
Wibley,  Mrs.  A. 
Abbott,  W. 
Worthington,  J.  T. 


Broadfoot,  J. 
MoEwan,  J. 


Turnbull,  J. 


Brown,  J. 
Dawson,  F.  P. 
Keighley,  C.  H. 
Bedford,  H. 
Marsh,  R. 
Milner,  J.  E. 
Morrell.  A. 
Hall,  W. 
Holden,  J. 
Stones,  A. 
Thornley,  W. 
Abbotts,  W. 
Cooper,  W.  H. 
Dix.  G. 

Spanswick,  Mrs.  i 
Thickett,  J. 
Watkins,  T. 
Harrison,  W.  G. 
Faulkner,  G. 
Jones,  Mrs.  8.  A. 
Sephton,  J. 
Shaw,  G. 
Sherbum,  W.  H. 
Upson,  J. 
Lowe,  G. 
Betts,  W. 
May,  W.  J. 
Merenith,  T.  A. 
Macfarlane,  T. 
Mackie,  D. 
McEeiina,  P. 
Murphy,  B. 
Pratt,  W. 
Robb,  C. 
Simkin,  P. 
Smith,  W. 
Treasure,  A.  V. 
Page,  J. 
Scott,  R. 
Henderson,  T. 
Nixon,  I.  C. 
Whitfield,  R. 
Wilkinson,  J. 
Middleton,  G,  K. 
Winder,  J. 
Turner,  B. 


List  of  Delegates. 


NAME    OF   SOCIETY. 


DELEGATES. 


464  Whitefield  and  Unsworth  . 

465  Wilsden    

466  Wigan    


467  Wigston  Hosiers 

468  Willesdeu  and  District 


469  Willingtdn  Quay  and  Howdon. 

470  WindhilV '.' 


471  Windy  Nook   '. 

.472  Winnington  and  Northwich. 


473  Winsford..!. 


474  Wishaw 

475  Woking 

476  Wolverton 


477  Woolwich — Royal  Arsenal 


478  Worcester    

479  Workington  Beehive 


480  „  Industrial 

481  Worksop 

482  Wrexham        .......... 

483  Ynysybwl     '.'.'...... 


484  York  Equitable  Industrial 


District  Associations. 

Midland  Section, 

485  Birmingham   

486  Derby 

^87  Leicester 

488  Lincoln     


McLune,  D   W. 
Mitchell,  R. 
Finney,  R 
Jackson,  H. 
Rimmer,  R. 
Thirlwall,  W. 
Howkins.  H.H. 
Harlin,  W.  E. 
White,  T. 
Thompson,  .T. 
Thompson,  J. 
Brooksbank,  J.  W. 
Holmes,  F. 
Holmes,  W. 
Morton,  N.  J. 
Taylor,  Mrs.  H. 
Gibson,  W. 
Lightfoot,  T. 
Drysdale,  W. 
McKenzie,  A. 
Smith,  T. 
Vernon,  J. 
Barnes,  E. 
Burrows,  A. 
Fryer,  W. 
Holden,  A. 
McEwan,  J. 
Timmins,  J. 
Chapman,  G. 
Weston,  J. 
Dormer,  J.  P. 
Foulkner,  D. 
Hyde,  A.  H. 
Callaghan,  E.  R. 
Davis,  W.  T. 
Grinling,  C.  H. 
Kelly,  Mrs.  L. 
Lockyear,  P. 
Ross,  E. 
Hefter,  F. 
Williams,  W. 
Beattie,  J.  R. 
Chaplin,  J. 
Chaplin,  Mrs.  J. 
Blair,  R. 
Casson,  L. 
Wilson,  J. 
Kearns,  F. 
Scott,  H. 
Wilson,  J.  T. 
Davies,  R. 
Jones,  E. 
Wilkinson,  J. 
Hazell,  W. 
Morgan,  A. 
Morgan,  S. 
Vaughan,  P. 
Anderson,  T. 
Bamforth,  J.  T 
Horsman,  W. 
Wilson,  C.E. 


Mander  H.C. 
Levick,  F. 
Drinkwater,  S 
Cadmore,  W.  T, 


List  op  Delegates. 


NAME   OF   DISTRICT  A880CIATION. 


Midland  Section — Contintied. 

489  Northampton  and  Earls  Barton 

490  Nottingham    

491  8hrop8hire  and  Mid-Wales  

492  Wellingborough  and  Kettering 


493  South  Durham 


Northern  Section. 


North-Western  Section, 

494  Airedale    

495  Bolton   

496  Dewsbury     

497  Macclesfield,  Crewe,  and  District  . . . 

498  Manchester 

499  North-east  Lancashire   

500  East  Yorkshire 

501  South  Yorkshire   


Scottish  Section. 

502  Ayrshire    , 

508  Border  Counties    

504  Central 

505  East  of  Scotland    

506  Falkirk , 

507  Fife  and  Kinross   ." 

508  Glasgow  and  Suburbs 

509  Perth,  Forfar,  and  Aberdeen 

510  Renfrew 


Southern  Section. 

511  Beds,  and  Bucks. 

512  Cambridge  . .     .   

613  Essex  and  Suffolk 

514  Hants 

516  North  Metropolitan 

516  Oxford  


South-Western  Section. 

517  Bristol  and  Somerset , 

518  Cornwall  

519  Devon    


Western  Section." 

520  Brecon,  Monmouth,  and  East  Glamorgan. 

521  Mid-Glamorgan 

522  West  Wales 


DELEGATES, 


James,  G.  T. 
Blood,  W. 
Griffiths,  E. 
Foulds,  A.  J. 


Readshaw,  T. 


Firth,  A. 
Barlow,  T. 
Liley,  R.B 
CassoD,  J. 
Pogson,  !>. 
Sharpies,  J. 
Nicholson,  J . 
Cusworth,  E. 


Imrie,  T. 
Shortreed,  P.  B. 
Prentice,  R. 
Gready.  W.  D. 
Rule,  H. 
Gillespie,  A.  H. 
Hamilton,  C. 
Howie,  J.  D. 
Paton,  J. 


Goldsmith,  C.  T. 
Barnard,  T. 
Thorburn,  F.  X. 
Hibberd,  R. 
Bum.  A.  C. 
Taffs,  Ij.H. 


Gould,  P. 
Jose,  W.  J. 
Munday,  E.R.  S. 


Prothero,  T.  H. 
Edwards,  W. 
Williams,  T.  R. 


Total  uumber  of  persons  present  at  Congress,  1,268. 


SPECIAL  MEETING  of  the  CENTRAL  BOARD. 


. ^^Jl^V3^4_»._ 


Friday  and  Saturday,  12th  and  13th  April,  1918. 


A  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester,  on  Friday,  12th  April,  and  Saturday, 
I3th  April,  1918,  and  the  following  is  a  report  of  the  proceedings. 

Mr.  G.  GooDENOUGH  (chairman  of  the  United  Board)  occupied  the  chair, 
and  he  wa^  supported  by  the  general  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
(Mr.  A.  Whitehead)  and  the  assistant  secretary  (Mr.  T.   Horrocks). 

Present  : 

Irish  Section.  • 

Messrs.  R.  Fleming  and  J.  Palmer. 

Midland  Section. 
Messrs.  G.  Bastard,  J.  Butcher,  W.  J.   Douse,  G.   Hanis,  A.   H.  Jones,  J. 
Langley,   W.    Millerchip,   J.    Millington,    C.    A.    W.    Saxton,   and   J.    G. 
Shacklock. 

Northern  Section. 
Messi-s.  G.  Bedford,  J.  Davison,  S.  Galbraith,  M.P.,  and  W.  R.   Rae;  also 
A.  Stoddart  (secretary). 

North-Wesxern  Section. 
Messrs.  W.  R.  Blair,  J.  R.  Cunliffe,  W.  Dewhurst,  S.  Fairbrother,  S.  R. 
Foster,  G.  Goodenough,  J.  Greenwood.  W.  Gregory,  F.  Hayward,  A. 
Horricks,  J.  Johnston,  G.  Major,  T.  Redfeam,  W.  Swindlehurst,  J. 
Thompson,  T.  Way,  B.  Woolfenden,  H.  Stuttard  (hon.  member),  and 
J.  Bradshaw  (secretary). 
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Scottish  Section. 
Messrs.  J.  Allan,  J.  Deans,  P.  Loney,  J.  Lucas,  J.  Patterson,  A.  Purdie,  and 
G.  Wilson. 

SouTHEBN  Section. 
Mrs.  Gasson,  Messrs.  J.   H.  Bate,  W.  T.  Charter,  M.   H.  Clear,  S.  Foulger, 
A.  Hainsworth,  E.  King,  R.  Rowsell,  W.  J.  Salmon;  also  H.  J.  May  (hon. 
member)  and  B.  Williams  (secretary). 

South- Western  Section. 
Mrs.  Found,  Messrs.  G.  A.  Ramsay  and  W.  H.  Watkins. 

Western"  Section. 
Messrs.  W.  Bryaant,  R.  R.  Chappell,  J.  P.  Davies,  D.  Evans,  H.  Watkins, 

and  D.  Williams. 
Also  the  General  and  Assistant  Secretaries. 

Letters  of  apology  for  absence  were  read  from  Messrs.  G.  Bisset,  W. 
Brown,  and  J.  Morrell  (ill). 

The  Chairman  said  his  first  duty  was  of  a  melancholy  character.  Since 
their  last  meeting  one  of  their  members,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  J,  M.  Wilkie 
(of  the  Scottish  Section)  had  passed  away  under  circumstances  pretty  well 
known  to  them,  and  he  thought  the  least  they  could  do  was  to  rise  in  their 
places  as  a  token  of  respect  to  his  memoi*y,  an  appreciation  of  the  services 
he  had  rendered  the  movement,  and  of  their  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  wife 
and  family.     This  was  done. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  taken  as  read  and  accepted 
as  a  correct  record. 

APPOINTMENT    OF    TELLERS. 

The  General  Secrehary  said  they  had  received  a  suggestion  from  one 
of  the  sectional  boards  that  tellers  should  be  appointed  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Central  Board.  The  suggestion  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  F.  Hayward 
(North- Western  Section)  and  R.  Rowsell  (Southern  Section)  were  appointed. 

ABSENT  MEMBERS. 

The  General  Secretary  read  letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance  from 
Messrs.  Brown  (South- Western  Section),  Bisset  (Scottish  Section),  and  Mr. 
Morrell  (North- Western  Section).  Mr.  Morrell  intimated  that  he  was  slowly 
recovering  from  his  illness,  and  the  members  of  the  Board  decided  to  send 
him  a  message  of  good  cheer. 

QUESTION  OF  ASSISTANCE  TO  JOINT  PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 

The  General  Secretary  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  at  the  previous 
meeting  it  was  decided  that  ihembers  of  the  Central  Board  representing  the 
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Co-operative  Union  on  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  should  place  their 
sei'\'ioes  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  to  a  greater  extent  than  would  be 
the  case  in  normal  times,  and  that  the  matter  should  be  reconsideresd',  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Wa'ikins  (South- Western  Section),  representative  of  the  Union 
on  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  said  the  arrangement  which  was 
made  by  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  had 
worked  very  satisfa-ctorily,  and  it  wa^s  difficult  to  see  how  any  other  arrange- 
ment would  have  been  so  satisfactory  as  that  had  proved  to  be.  But  now 
things  were  getting  into  a  more  orderly  condition,  the  attendance  of  the 
Union's  representatives  on  what  they  called  the  Retail  Sub-committee  had 
been  restricted  to  one  or  two  days  a  week,  as  required.  Previously  it  had 
been  necessary  for  them  to  be  in  attendance  nearly  the  whole  week,  week 
after  week.     That  was  the  present  position. 

Mr.  G.  WiLSOX  (Scottish  Section),  another  of  the  Union's  representatives 
on  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  supplemented  the  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Watkins,  and  said  the  present  position  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  questions  they  Jiad  to  deal  with  were  now  being  attended  to 
by  the  Consumers'  Council,  upon  which  they  had  direct  representation. 

Mr.  Watkins  moved — "  That  the  report  he  had  submitted  be  received, 
and  that  the  arrangement  come  to  at  the  previous  meeting  between  the 
Co-operative  Union  and  the  Joint  Parliajnentary  Committee  be  continued. 

Mr.  A.  PuRDiE  (Scottish  Section)  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  greening  AND  CONGRESS. 

The  General  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening  (honorary 
member  of  the  Southern  Sectional  Board)  to  the  effect  that  in  view 
of  certain  personal  financial  difficulties  he  was  debating  with,  himself  as  to 
whether  he  should  incur  the  expense  of  attending  the  Congress  at  Liverpool. 
It  was  their  Jubilee  Congress,  and  he  had  missed  very  few  congresses  since 
the  first.  He  also  pointed  out  that  he  was  the  first  to  move  in  regard  to  the 
holding  of  the  first  congress.  He  would  like  to  attend  the  Jubilee  Congress, 
and  wondered  whether  the  Co-operative  Union  could  see  its  way  to  voting 
him  a  special  allowance  equivalent  to  that  which  was  given  to  .aji  elected 
member  of  the  Central  Board. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  wondered  whether  Mr.  Greening 
asked  that  the  Central  Board  should  make  him  a  grant  out  of  the  Edward 
Owen  Greening  Fund. 

The  General  Secretary  said  the  letter  did  not  read  to  him  that  way. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North- Western  Section)  thought  perhaps  it  would  be 
a  bad  precedent  to  begin  paying  the  honorary  members  of  the  board  in  the 
same  way  as  they  did  the  elected  members,  but  considered  there  were  grounds 
for  making  an  exception  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Greening.  Evidently  he  attended 
their  first  congress,  and  was  the  first  to  move  in  the  direction  of  co-operators 
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having  an  annual  congress.  St-eing  t-hat  the  Livorpool  Congress  was  going 
to  be  their  Jubilee  Congress,  he  thought  they  might  make  an  effort  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  everybody  vrho  was  present  at  their  first  congress.  That 
being  so,  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  quarrel  about  paying  Mr.  Greening's 
expenses  under  the  circumstances,  in  oixler  that  he  might  be  with  them  at 
Liverpool. 

Mr.  S.  Fairbhother  (North-Western  Section)  said  he  felt  that  this  was 
an  exceptional  request  that  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

A  question  was  asked  as  to  how*  much  Mr.  Greening  was  drawing  from 
the  fund  bearing  his  name  at  the  pi-esent  time,  and  the  General  Secretary 
replied  "  £4  per  week.'' 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth  (Southern  Section)  seconded  the  i-esolution,  and, 
pointing  out  that  Mr.  Greening  acted  as  organising  secretary  of  the  first 
congress,  expressed  the  view  that  they  would  be  justified  in  making  an 
exception  in  hia  case. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North-Western  Section)  asked  what  was  meanjfc  by 
paying  expenses,  and  several  members  said  that  if  the  resolution  was  adopted 
Mr.  Greening  would  be  treated  as  an  elected,  instead  of  as  an  honorary, 
member  of  the  Southern  Sectional  Board. 

Mr.  E.  King  (Southern  Section)  moved  that  Mr.  Greeening's  request  be 
acceded  to,  and  that  the  money  be  taken  from  the  fund  standing  to  his  credit 
in  the  bank. 

Mr.  D.  Evans  (Western  Section)  said  he  was  sure  they  would  all  like  to 
see  Mr.  Greening  present  at  their  Jubilee  Congress,  and  he  moved—"  That 
his  expenses  be  met  by  a  levy  on  the  members  of  the  Central  Board." 

Another  member  of  the  Board  seconded. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  expressed  a  good  deal  of 
respect  for  the  work  done  for  the  movement  by  Mr.  Greening,  and  had  every 
desire  to  see  him  at  the  Liverpool  Congress;  but  it  seemed  to  him  strajige 
that  the  suggestion  of  paying  his  expenses  should  come  from  Mr.  Greening 
himself.  How  was  it  that  it  did  not  come  from  the  Southern  Sectional  Board  ? 
It  was  the  way  in  which  the  matter  had  been  brought  foinvard  he  did  not  like. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  said  he  was  just  a  litle  bit  enamoured 
of  the  way  the  matter  had  been  brought  forward.  Mr.  Greening  might  have 
gone  to  the  Southern  Sectional  Board,  and  got  his  request  through  in  that 
way.  But  he  did  not  do  that:  he  came  direct  to  the  Central  Board,  and 
he  (Mr.  Davison)  was  pleased  he  had  made  his  request  in  the  way  he  had 
done. 

The  General  Secretary  read  an  extract  from  the  rules  to  the  effect 
that  honorary  members  could  attend  meetings  of  their  respective  sections 
and  the  annual  meetings  of  the  Central  Board  and  Congress,  but  they  must 
pay  their  own  expenses. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section)  pointed  out  that  the  rules 
said,  by  special  request  of  the  Central  Board,  but  this  was  a  request  from 
Mr.  Greening  himself. 
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Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North- Western  Section)  said  that  he  had  no  objection 
to  altering  his  i-esolution  to  read  :  "  That  the  Central  Board  invite  Mr. 
Greening  to  attend  their  Jubilee  Congress  at  Liverpool,  and  that  they  (the 
Co-operative  Union)  pay  his  expenses." 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Soutiiem  Section),  speaking  as  the  chairman,  said 
he  made  that  i-equest  now  on  behalf  of  the  Souithern  Board,  viz.,  that  Mr. 
Greening  he  allowed  to  attend  the  Liverpool  Congress,  and  that  his  expenses 
be  borne  by  the  Co-operative  Union. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  D.  Evans'  proposal  that  the  members  of  the  Board  levy  themselves 
to  pay  Mr.  Greening's  expenses  was  negatived. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South-Westem  Section)  moved — "  That  permission  be 
given  the  sectional  boards  to  invite  their  respective  honorary  members  to  the 
Jubilee  Congress  on  the  same  terms  as  elected  members." 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South-Westem  Section)  seconded. 

Mr.  G.  Bastard  (Midland  Section)  spoke  against  the  resolution.  He  did 
not  wish  to  depreciate  in  any  way  the  services  which  honorary  members  of 
the  Boards  had  rendered  the  movement,  but  the  services  which  they  had  had 
from  Mr.  Greening  were  altogether  different. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  said  the  matter  was  entirely  out  of  oixler,  and  moved 
the  next  business. 

On  the  vote  being  taken  there  were  nine  for  the  resolution  and  thirty- 
two  against. 

MIDLAND  SECTION  :   QUESTION  OF  PERMANENT 
SECRETARY. 

The  General  Secretary  announced  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
the  Midland  Sectional  Board  containmg  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Board  in  favour  of  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  secretary  for  the  section. 
H©  understood  the  Board  was  now  going  to  move  the  adoption  of  that 
resolution. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHiP  (Midland  Section)  moved  the  i-esolution,  and  said 
he  thought  very  few  words  from  him  were  needed  to  convince  the  Board  of 
the  necessity  of  a  pennanent  secretary  for  the  Midland  Section.  If  they 
went  through  the  figures  in  the  present  report  and  the  previous  Congress 
Report  they  would  then  realise  the  number  of  societies,  membership,  and, 
to  some  extent,  the  area  covered  by  the  section,  and  how  utterly  impossible 
it  was  for  a  man  who  was  serving  an  employer  in  the  ordinary  way  to  devote 
the  necessary  time  to  the  work  of  the  section  and  the  Union,  in  order  to  do  it 
efficiently  and  with  credit  to  himself,  the  section,  and  the  Union.  Certain 
matters  arose  in  connection  witli  their  societies  which  required  the  attention 
of  the  sectional  secretary,  but  he  was  finding  it  increasingly  difficult  to  get 
away  from  his  ordinary  employment  to  deal  with  them.  Since  the  war  began 
they  had  even  found  it  necessary  to  arrange  the  meetings  of  the  Board  to 
meet  hi.s  convenience.     They  had  been  fortunate  in  regard  to  their  sectional 
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secretaries.  Their  previous  secretary  was  Mr.  D.  Mclnnes  (director  of  the 
Wholesale  Society),  and  he  was  able  to  devote  a  /air  amount  of  time  to  the 
work;  but  even  Mr.  Mclnnes,  notwithstanding  his  ability  and  adaptability, 
found  the  work  too  much,  and  it  led  to  a  breakdown  in  health  and  compelled 
him  to  resign  the  position.  Besides  the  work  to  be  done,  the  appointment 
of  a  permanent  secretary  was  fully  justified  by  the  amount  of  subscriptions 
which  the  Union  received  from  the  societies  in  the  section.  Therefore,  looking 
at  the  matter  from,  all  points  of  view,  the  Sectional  Board  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  Central  Board  would  realise  the  justness  of  the  claim 
for  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  sectional  secretary,  and  that  such  an 
appointment  would  be  to  the  l>enefit  of  the  section,  the  Co-operative  Union, 
and  the  movement  generally.  They  did  not,  of  course,  know  what  the  future 
had  in  store  for  them  ;  they  did  not  know  what  was  going  to  happen  from 
■day  to  day ;  but  they  bad  every  reason  for  believing  that  when  this  terrible 
struggle  was  over  the  need  for  a  permanent  secretary  for  the  Midland  Section 
would  be  even  infinitely  greater  than  what  it  was  at  the  present  time,  g,nd 
that  he  should  be  unhampered  and  untrammelled  by  any  extraneous  duties 
or  by  any  other  employer. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiXGTOx  (Midland  Section)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said 
he  wanted  the  Central  Board  to  realise  that  they  had  not  considered  the 
appointment  of  a  permanent  secretary  in  any  hasty  manner ;  they  had  been 
considering  it  for  a  long  time,  because  the  work  for  their  secretary  had  been 
growing  heavier  and  heavier,,  apart  fi'om  circumstances  created  by  the  war. 
Societies  wanted  help  and  advice  immediately  sometimes,  and  the  only 
solution  of  the  problem  was  the  appointment  of  someone  who  could  go  to 
their  assistance  without  delay.  Other  reasons  were  the  need  of  an  effective 
link  between  the  Sectional  Board  and  tbe  societies  and  the  Co-operative  Union 
and  the  area  to  be  covered,  which  they  considered  too  large  to  be  efficiently 
covered  by  a  man  in  his  spare  time.  The  appointment  of  a  permanent 
secretary  would  mean  a  little  extra  expense,  but  they  believed  that  would 
be  more  than  justified  by  results.  They  were  asking  the  Central  Board  to 
treat  the  matter  sympathetically,  because  they  felt,  unless  something  was 
done,  and  done  quickly,  the  work  would  suffer  more  than  it  had  done.  Some 
of  the  detailed  work  now  done  at  the  central  office  would  also  be  taken  over 
by  a  full-time  man. 

Mr.  A.  HoRRiCKS  (North- Western  Section),  without  desiring  to  express 
any  opinion  regarding  the  merits  of  the  application,  suggested  that  this 
item  of  business  and  item  5  (Labour  Adviser)  should  be  deferred  and  dis- 
cussed along  with  item  8  (New  Man-Power  Bill  and  its  effect  on  the  staff). 

Mr.  S.  R.  Foster  (North- Western  Section)  thought  the  Midland  Section 
was  entitled  to  a  permanent  secretary.  Between  the  income  of  the  Midland 
Section  and  that  of  the  Southern  Section  (which  had  a  permanent  secretary) 
there  were  only  a  few  pounds  difference.  He  considered  a  permanent  secretary 
would  be  very  useful  in  the  Midland  Section. 

Mr.  J.  Patterson  (Scottish  Section)  expressed  the  view  that  the  resolu- 
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tion  should  have  the  approval  of  the  meeting.  Anyone  placed  under  a  private 
firm  and  doing  official  work  in  connection  with  the  co-operative  movement 
would  know  that  the  position  to-day  wa^  not  the  same  as  it  was  some  years 
ago.  The  same  liberty  was  not  available,  and  he  could  feel  for  the 
secretary  of  the  Midland  Section  in  his  present  position.  He  was  only  a 
district  secretary,  but  he  considered  the  work  done  in  his  district  would 
almost  require  a  man  in  full  time. 

Mfj  D.  Evans  said  they  of  the  Western  Section  had  much  pleasure  in 
supporting  the  application  of  the  Midland  Section.  They  felt  this  question 
of  pennanent  secretary  had  become  acute  in  their  own  section,  and  the  time 
was  fast  approaching  when  the  Central  Board  would  seriously  have  to  con- 
sider an  application  from  the  Western  Section  for  the  appointment  of  a  full- 
time  secretary.  Propaganda  work  alone  demanded  the  appointment  of  a 
full-time  ajid*  very  capable  man.  He  thought,  after  what  had  been  said,  a 
permanent  secretary  for  the  Midland  Section  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North- Western  Section),  in  supporting  the  resolution, 
said  the  only  remark  he  had  to  make  was  that  he  had  been  surprised  the 
Midland  Sectional  Board  did  not  make  the  application  for  the  appointment 
of  a  permanent  secretary  ten  years  ago.  He  thought  everybody  would  admit 
that  the  work  of  the  various  sections  was  double  what  it  was  ten  years  ago. 
They  should  not  have  a  dissentient  voice  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell  (Western  Section)  inquired  whether  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee had  any  reference  to  this  question  in  its  report. 

Mr.  Gregory  :  No. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  to  the  meeting  and  adopted  unanimously. 

The  General  Secretary  said  he  took  it  that  the  meeting  left  it  to  the 
United  Board  to  arrange  the  details  (including  the  advertising  of  the  position) 
and  making  an  appointment.     Agreed. 

LABOUR  ADVISER. 

The  General  Secretary  recalled  the  decision  come  to  at  the  previous 
meeting  regarding  the  Labour  Adviser,  which|  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
question  of  Mr.  Pollitt  beginning  his  duties  should  be  considered  six  months 
later,  and  that  any  likely  change  in  the  position  of  the  Union  staff  from  a 
military  service  point  of  view  should  be  taken  into  account.  The  six  months 
had  now  elapsed,  and  though  there  had  been  no  change  so  far  a^  the  members 
of  the  staff  were  concerned,  he  and  the  chaiirman  had  been  having  a  few 
words  about  the  new  Man-Power  Bill  and  the  effect  it  might  have  on  the 
remaining  members  of  the  office  staff.  The  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee 
had  the  matter  imder  discussion  earlier  on  in  the  week,  and  they  were  going 
to  move  as  soon  as  they  had  some  definite  information  regarding  the  Bill. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  should  endeavour 
to  get  the  Co-operative  Union  classed  as  a  national  institution,  and  if  that 
could  be  done  they  might  have  some  hope  of  retaining  the  members  of  their 
staff  under  the  new  scheme  of  calling  up  men  for  military  service.     If  they 
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lost  all  the  members  of  the  staff  up  to  fifty  years  of  age,  he  would  be  the 
only  one  left,  and  that  would  mean  suspending  tha  work  of  the  Union  to  a 
very  great  extent. 

Mr.  MiLLKRCHiP  said  tJiat,  having  regard  to  the  scheduled  list  of  occupa- 
tions and  the  ages  at  which  men  were  to  be  taken,  he  did  not  think  the  new 
Man-Power  Bill  w-as  going  to  seriously  affect  the  staff  at  all. 

The  General  Secretary  said  he  had  only  been  able  to  glance  at  a  copy 
of  the  Bill,  but  as  far  a^  he  could  gather  the  second  call  for  men,  which 
would  take  in  men  over  forty-one  years  of  age,  would  affect  three  or  four 
members  of  the  staff. 

Mr.  R.  Fleming  (Irish  Section)  asked  if  the  General  Secretary  could 
assure  the  Board  that  the  interests  of  the  person  appointed  to  the  position 
of  Labour  Adviser  were  suffering  in  any  way  from  their  delay  in  calling 
'upon  him  to  begin  his  duties  for  such  a  considerable  length  of  time;  unless 
he  could  give  them  some  such  assurance  it  seemed  to  him  they  were  inflicting 
a  certain  amoiuit  of  hardship  upon  the  man  concerned. 

The.  General  Secretary  said  he  was  afi-aid  he  was  suftering  to  this 
extent :  he  was  not  getting  the  same  amount  as  he  was  entitled  to  ae  Laboiir 
Adviser  to  the  Co-operative  Union;  but  he  understood  his  present  position 
had  not  changed  since  his  appointment  as  an  official  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth  (Southern  Section)  said  it  looked  to  him  as  though 
Mr.  Pollitt  was  bound  to  suffer.  He  was  wondering  whether  they  could 
leave  the  position  this  way  :  that  if  any  member  of  the  staff  had  to  go  for 
military  service  the  United  Board  ask  Mr.  Pollitt  to  fill  the  position  until 
he  returaed.     That  might  assist  the  work  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section)  inquired  whether  it  was  not  a 
fact  that  the  co-operative  movement  was  already  suffering  because  Mr.  Pollitt 
had  not  taken  up  his  position. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North- Western  Section)  said  he  was  going  to  tell  the 
Board  very  definitely  that  societies  were  suffering  because  they  had  no  one 
at  the  Union  to  advise  them  on  labour  matters.  He  gave  the  negotiations 
which  societies  had  to  conduct  with  the  A.U.C.E.  through  the  hours  and 
wages  boards  and  the  conciliation  boards  as  an  instance.  The  A.U.C.E.  had 
a  trained  staff  to  conduct  those  negotiations,  and  in  that  respect  were  placed 
better  than  the  co-operative  societies.  He  thought  they  wanted  ai  Labour 
Adviser  very  badly  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  said  various  reasons  had  been  put 
iorwai'd  why  Mr.  Pollitt  should  not  begin  his  duties,  but  he  wanted  to  be 
assui-ed  that  they  were  genuine  and  did  not  cover  a  desire  to  keep  Mr.  Pollitt 
from  having  the  appointment  at  all.  He  did  not  think  the  way  they  had 
treated  this  matter  reflected  any  credit  on  them  as  a  Central  Board.  If  Mr. 
Pollitt  was  not  capable  of  filling  the  position,  then  let  them  say,  "  Mr.  Pollitt, 
we  cannot  take  you  " ;  but  if  he  was,  they  ought  to  put  him  in  now. 

The  General  Secretary  took  exception  to  Mr.  Davison's  remarks,  saying 
they  appeai-ed  to  him  to  be  a  reflection  on  the  office  staff.     He  hoped  Mr. 
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Davison  did  not  think  there  was  any  feeling  between  Mr.  Pollitt  and  the 
staff  regarding  his  appointment— ("  No,  no") — because  he  could  assure  him 
there  was  not  the  slightest.  Mr.  Pollitt  came  into  the  office  very  often,  and 
the  relations  between  him  and  the  staff  were  very  friendly.  He  just  wanted 
to  remove  from  Mr.  Davison's  mind  what  appe^ired  to  him  to  be  a  wrong 
impression. 

Mr.  Davison  said  he  had  no  intention  of  throwing  any  reflection  upon 
the  staff,  but  he  did  not*  like  the  situation  as  it  presented  itself  to  him. 

The  General  Secretary  expressed  the  view  that  if  Mr.  Pollitt  began 
his  duties  at  the  present  time  the  position  of  the  members  of  the  staff  would 
be  jeopardised.  He  had  the  opportunity  of  discussing  the  matter  with  the 
assistant  recruiting  officer  the  other  day,  and  he  said  it  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  thing  for  the  Union  to  take  a  new  man  on  its  staff,  as  it  might 
probably  be  regarded  by  the  authorities  as  substitution. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearx  (North -Western  Section)  said  he  believed  the  question 
of  appointing  a  Labour  Adviser  emanated  from  the  North-Westera  Sectionai 
Board,  as  the  result  of  certain  remarks  which  he  himself  made  at  one  of  the 
Board  meetings.  He  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  Yorkshii'e  conciliation  boards, 
and  their  experience  simply  supported  what  Mr.  Blair  had  said.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  because  of  what  wa^  taking  place  at  the  conciliation  boards 
that  he  raised  the  question  of  a  Labour  Adviser  at  their  sectional  board 
meetings.  He  believed  the  secretary  of  the  Yorkshire  District  Council  of  the 
A.U.C.E.  was  a  member  of  the  district  conciliation  board,,  and  he  not  only 
appeared  and  laid  the  case  for  the  A.U.C.E.  before  the  board,  but  if  the 
case  went  to  the  National  Conciliation  Board  he  again  sat  and  supported 
the  case  laid  before  the  district  conciliation  boaivl.  They  wanted  someone 
who  could  appear  before  the  district  conciliation  board  on  their  behalf,  and 
if  the  case  was  not  settled  to  appear  before  the  National  Conciliation  Board, 
in  the  same  way  as  the  representative  of  the  A.U.C.E.  did.  He  thought  their 
Labour  Adviser  should  l>e  that  person.  In  anv  case,  he  thought  it  was  time 
this  question  was  settled  one  way  or  the  other ;  as  it  stood,  it  was  an  injustice 
to  Mr.  Pollitt,  besides  placing  the  Co-operative  Union  at  a  disadvantage  with 
the  A.U.C.E.  in  the  way  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  C.  A.  W.  Saxtox  (Midland  Section)  said  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  the  A.U.C.E.  had  got  its  officials;  exempt  from  military  service. 
He  thought  if  they  told  tlie  authorities  that  they  wanted  Mr.  Pollitt  for 
entirely  new  work  his  appointment  would  not  be  regarded  as  substitution. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell  (Western  Section)  said  there  was  one  point  they 
appeared  to  have  lost  sight  of  :  Would  it  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
co-operative  movement  if  they  asked  Mr.  Pollitt  to  begin  his  duties  as  Labour 
Adviser  and  lost  a  member  of  their  present  staff  as  a  consequence?  A  Labour 
Adviser  was  a  new  venture  for  them,  and  he  thought  they  could  not  begin 
fresh  ventures  without  a  license.  He  suggested  they  should  allow  the  matter 
to  lie  over  until  they  were  in  a  position  to  see  the  effect  the  new  Man-Power 
Bill  was  likely  to  have  on  the  remaining  members  of  their  staff. 
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Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  proposed  that  any  decision  be 
deferred  until  they  met  on  the  Saturday  before  Congress.  They  would  theu 
know  exactly  what  were  the  terms  of  the  new  Man-Power  Bill,  and  how  the 
members  of  the  staff  were  likely  to  be  affected. 

Mr.  Chappell  seconded. 

Another  member  of  the  Board  suggested  that  in  the  meantime  inquiries 
might  be  made  as  to  how  the  A.U.C.E.  had  got  exemptions  for  the  branch 
secretaries  and  the  Co-operative  Union  could  not  get  definite  exemptions  for 
sectional  secretaries. 

The  General  Secretary  stated  that  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee 
had  been  inquiring  into  this  particular  matter.  It  did  seem  strange  that  the 
secretary  of  a  branch  of  the  A.U.C.E.,  with  perhaps  only  twenty  or  thirty 
members,  could  secure  exemption,  and  the  manager  oi*  the  secretary  of  a 
co-operative  society  had  to  go. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLixGTON  (Midland  Section)  said  perhaps  the  reason  could  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  one  was  a  trade  union  and  the  other  a  co-operative 
society. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mrs.  Gasson,  "  That  the  whole  question^  of 
Labour  Adviser  stand  adjourned  until  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  before 
Congress,"  was  then  put  to  the  vote  and  adopted. 

TUESDAY'S   MEETING  AT    CONGRESS. 

The  General  Secretary  asked  the  members  of  the  Board  to  note  that 
there  would  be  a  meeting  of  the  Board  immediately  following  the  rising  of 
Congress  on  the  Tuesday.  Notices  wouLd  also  be  sent  out  to  newly  elected 
members.  The  General  Secretary  further  stated  that  it  was  hoped  to  make 
arrangements  whereby  the  results  of  tlie  elections  for  members  of  the  Board 
would  be  published  in  the  Co-operative  News  before  Congress. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SURVEY  COMMITTEE  ATTENDING 
CONGRESS. 

The  General  Secretary  said  that  the  Survey  Committee  asked  for 
permission  for  members  of  the  conmiittee  who  were  not  members  of  the 
Central  Board  to  arf>tend  Congress,  in  the  same  way  as  they  did  last  year ; 
and  a  resolution  granting  this  permission  was  adopted. 

NEW  MAN-POWER  BILL. 

The  next  item  on  the  agenda  was  "  New  Man-Power  Bill  and  its  effect  on 
the  Staff,''  and  the  General  Secretary  suggested  that  Mr.  H.  J.  May  (secre- 
tary of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee)  might  be  in  a  position  to  make  a 
statement. 

Mr.  May  said  he  could  only  say  that  at  the  present  moment  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  him  to  add  anything  to  what  had  already  been  said  by  Mr. 
Whitehead  regaivling  the  new  Man-Power  Bill.     The  only  copies  of  the  new 
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Orders  available  that  morning  had  been  given  to  the  Press,  and  subsequently 
to  the  chairman  of  the  tribunals.  They  had  a  representative  at  the  offices  of 
the  National  Ministry  a  good  part  of  the  day  before,  endeavouring  to  get  a 
copy,  but  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get  anywhere  near  the  place,  and  inter- 
views were  absolutely  refused.  He  had  managed  to  eight  a  copy  in  the 
Ministry,  but  copies  were  not  allowed  to  go  out  except  to  the  Press.  Before 
he  left  London  he  gave  instructions  for  a  copy  to  be  procured  if  at  all 
possible,  and  he  hoped  to  have  it  in  the  morning.  He  had  done  his  level 
best  to  get  some  information  since  the  proposals  cama  before  the  House, 
but  it  had  been  impossible  to  make  appointments  or  even  get  any  sort  of 
interviews  with  even  subordinate  officials  in  the  Ministry  of  National  Service. 
That  was  about  all  the  information  available  at  the  present  time.  They 
understood,  of  course,  that  Orders  now  being  issued  were  not  the  outcome  of 
the  new  Man-Power  Bill,  and  that  they  were  being  issued  in  fulfilment  of  an 
Order  in  Council  under  the  old  Military  Service  Act.  So  far  as  the  new  Bill 
was  concerned,  no  action  was  being  taken  in  that  direction,  and  could  not  be 
taken  at  present,  because  the  Bill  was  not  yet  passed.  They  were  absolutelj' 
in  the  dark  as  to  what  the  Government's  proposals  were  or  what  was  likely 
to  be  the  ultimate  fomi  of  the  Bill.  There  was,  therefore,  time  to  bring 
pressure  upon  the  Government  to  modify  the  Bill  in  some  respects,  but 
whether  that  would  be  successful  or  not  the  next  day  or  so  would  show. 

The  General  Secbetahy  asked  Mr.  May  whether  there  was  any  probability 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  being  classed  as  a  national  institution  ? 

Mr.  May  said  that  up  to  the  present  it  had  not  been  possible  to  get  any 
special  consideration  in  that  respect.  The  whole  question  of  exemptions  was 
now  in  the  melting-pot,  and  they  would  have  to  begin  their  work  all  over 
again.  They  sent  out  a  fonii  to  societies!  some  months  ago  asking  them  for 
particulars  of  their  indispensable  men,  and  he  honestly  believed  the  main 
effect  of  that  form,  by  giving  information  to  the  military  authorities,  was 
that  more  men  were  called  up  than  those  for  whom  they  secured  exemptions. 
Many  societies  had  their  general  managers  and  managing  secretaries  called 
up,  and  the  committee  had  to  take  other  steps  to  secure  their  release.  They 
issued  a  circular  to  societies  on  16th  January,  and  subsequently  a  considerable 
number  of  cases  were  dealt  with  and  the  position  of  the  secieties  relieved  up 
to  the  present  time  as  a  result.  He  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  even  those 
would  i-emain  in  view  of  the  legislation  going  forward  that  week ;  in  fact, 
Orders  were  out  now  for  reviewing  them. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section)  again  raised  the  question  of  trade 
union  branch  secretaries  getting  exemption,  and  attributed  the  fact  t-o  trade- 
unionists  making  more  noise  than  co-operators.  He  suggested  they  should 
make  greater  use  of  their  power  to  secure .  for  their  managers  and  secretaries 
at  least  even  treatment  to  that  which  was  given  to  trade  union  officials. 

Mr.  May  said  they  realised  the  difficulty  of  the  position  put  by  Mr. 
Millington,  and  so  far  as  he  could  see  at  the  moment  he  did  not  know  how 
they  were  going  to  overcome  it.     Mr.  Millington  suggested  they  should  make 
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a  big  shout  about  it,  but  he  (Mr.  May)  did  not  think  they  would  accompliah 
very  much  by  merely  shouting.  The  A.TJ.C.E.  did  not  get  advantage  for 
itself ;  it  came  in  at.  the  tail  of  the  trade  union  movement  and  the  labour 
organisations  and  shared  in  the  consideration  given  to  them.  They  also  had 
to  remember  that  the  Government  regarded  the  co-operative  movement  as  a 
commercial  undertaking,  and  that  its  interests  in  those  matters  had  to  be 
considered  in  common  with  the  interests  of  the  other  trading  concerns  of  the 
country.  They  had  tried  to  convince  the  CJovernment  that  they  were  a 
consumers'  organisation,  and  that  the  ba;sis  of  their  movement  was  economic 
and  different  from  the  rest  of  the  trading  concerns.  They  had  advanced  very 
much  during  the  war  along  the  lines  of  convincing  them  that  they  were 
entitled,  by  reason  of  what  they  were  doing  in  regard  to  food  supplies,  to 
special  treatment  other  than  that  meted  out  to  the  ordinaiy  trading 
organisations. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South-Western  Section)  said  that  they  who  were 
brought  into  close  touch  with  those  matters  would  appreciate  to  the  full 
the  views  Mr.  May  had  expressed.  It  was  a  question  of  votes  inside  the 
House  and  outside.  Mr.  Clynes  himself  said,  when  the  question,  of  repre- 
sentation on  Food  Control  Committees  was  under  consideration,  they  must 
expect  the  Labour  Party  to  have  preference  because  politicajly  they  were 
stronger.  Those  were  not  Mr.  Clynes's  actual  words,  but  they  conveyed  the 
sense  of  his  meaning  and  the  sense  in  which  they  were  taken.  Mr.  Clynes 
was  at  a  meeting  of  the  Consmners'  Council  when  he  spoke. 

Mr.  F.  Hayvvabd  (North- Western  Section)  said  the  new  Man-Power  Bill 
was  not  only  an  unfortunate  matter  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Co-operative 
Unioni,  but  also  from  the  point  of  societies.  He  thought  the  Central  Board 
ought  to  take  all  the  steps  open  to  it  to  press  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  recognising  the  Co-operative  Union  as  a  national  organisation. 
The  Union  should  also  exercise  the  power  it  possesse<l  to  see  that  the 
co-operative  movement  got  equal  treatment  to  that  which  wa-s  accorded  to 
other  sections  of  the  commercial  world.  In  his  opinion  they  had  had  less 
than  that  in  the  past,  and  the  reason  was,  as  other  speakers  had  said. 
they  had  not  made  a  big  noise  in  a  political  sense  and  had  not  been  able 
to  use  the  influence  which  the  Labom-  Party  had  been  able  to  exercise  on 
behalf  of  the  trade  unions.  They  wanted  to  bring  such  pressure  upon  local 
politicians  and  upon  the  central  Government  that  they  would  not  ignore, 
and  that  was  work  they  could  do  through  their  local  societies.  With  regard 
to  staffs,  he  said  they  had  verj'  few  men  at  the  Union  and  individual  societies, 
and  the  few  who  were  left  seemed  to  be  brought  in  under  the  operations  of 
the  new  Man-Power  Bill.  They  would  have  to  begin  another  agitation 
against  the  Government,  and  he  hoped  this  time  they  were  prepared  to  put 
some  "kick"  into  it.  If  they  allowed  the  lackadaisical  methods  of  the  past 
to  continue  under  the  new  conditions,  then  they  were  going  to  face  the 
problems  oi  entirely  new  and  untrained  staffs,  which  would  probably  mean 
demoralisation  so  far  as  the  work  of  the  societies  was  concerned. 
The  Chairman  :   Shall  we  pass  on  ? 
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Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (Norfch-Western  Section)  :  What  will  happen  if  we  pass 
on?  Proceeding,  Mr.  Blair  said  he  wanted  to  move  that  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  be  requested  to  ap|>roach  the  Government  at  once,  with  a  view  to 
exemptions  being  granted  to  all  sectional  secretaries  of  the  Co-oi>eTative 
Union  and  the  secretaries  and  'iianagers  of  co-operative  societies  thi'oughout 
the  country,  and  that  societies  be  asked  to  take  up  this  request,  at  the  same 
lime,  by  resolutions  passed  by  tlieir  members  or  committees  and  forwarded  to 
the  Prime  Minister.  That,  to  his  mind,  was  the  only  way  they  could  get 
some  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Government. 

Mr.  May  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  suggestion.  For  the  information 
of  the  meeting,  he  might  say  he  had  the  instructions  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  call  a  special  meeting,  if  necessary,  inunediately  the  full 
proposals  of  the  Government  were  known,  in  order  that  they  might  take 
the  promptest  action.  He  could  assure  the  Central  Board  that  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  had  not  neglected  anything  in  respect  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  C.  A.  W.  Saxton  (Midland  Section)  suggested  that  they  should  ask 
for  the  same  treatment  for  the  managers  and  secretaries  of  their  societies 
and  their  sectional  secretaries  as  was  meted  out  to  the  one-man  businesses. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section)  seconded  the  resolution.  He 
did  not  think  they  should  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  Parliamentary 
Committee ;  they  had  done,  and  were  doing,  all  that  was  ix).ssible  to  be  done 
in  connection  with  this  matter;  but  he  thought  if  they  as  a  Central  Board 
were  to  pass  the  resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Blair  it  would  strengthen  the 
hands  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that  had 
the  co-operative  movement  been  organised  politically  they  would  have  been 
able  to  bring  forward  pressure  which  might  have  implied  votes  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Clear  (Southern  Section)  :  Would  it  not  be  as  we'.l  to  adjourn 
this  matter  until  morning?  Mr.  May  may  then  be  able  to  throw  some  further 
light  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  suggested  the  resolution  might  include 
the  words  "  pivot  men."  He  thought  they  ought  not  to  lie  quiet;  they  ought 
at  least  to  lend  their  voice  and  help  to  strengthen  the  backs  of  the  Joint 
Parliament-ary  Committee. 

The  resolution  was  further  amended  to  include  the  staff  of  the  Union, 
as  well  as  sectional  secretaries,  managers  and  secretaries,  and  pivot  men  of 
societies,  and  in  that  form  was  finally  adopted. 

•    Mrs.  Gasson  read  an  emergency  resolution  which  she  proposed  to  move 
the  folk)wing  morning. 

SECTIONAL  BOARD  FEES. 
The  General  Secretary  submitted  a  resolution  from  the  Southera 
Sectional  Board  to  the  effect  that  the  rules  of  the  Co-operative  Union  be  so 
altered  as  to  provide  for  increases  in  the  fees  payable  to  members  of  sectional 
boards  for  attendance  at  meetings  from  2s.  6d.  to  5s.,  10s.  to  15s..  and  20s. 
to  25s. 
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Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHiP  (Midland  Section)  suggested  that  the  matter  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  abeyance  until  the  reconiniendation.s  of  the  Survey 
Committee  were  adopted.  The  Survey  Committee  had  similar  recommenda- 
tions to  make,  with  the  exception  of  £1  instead  of  the'  £1.  5s. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  asked  when  would  the  report  of 
the  Survey  Committee  be  presented,  and  even  when  it  was  presented  they  did 
not  know  that  it  would  be  accepted.    The  question  was  one  of  urgency  now. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  wanted  to  know  whether  under 
the  present  rules  the  United  Board  had  not  or  could  not  be  empowered  to 
make  increased  payments  to  members  of  the  Central  Board  on  the  lines 
suggested,  providing  the  United  Board  received  instructions  from  the  Central 
Board  to  do  so? 

Mr.  A.  PuBDiE  (Scottish  Section)  said  it  was  not  the  first  time  he  had 
spoken  on  thia  subject ;  he  raised  it  some  years  ago.  and  even  the  proposal 
now  put  forward  was  not  a  very  big  step  in  the  right  direction.  At  the 
present  time  they  were  still  on  the  same  basis  as  they  were  fifty  years  ago, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that,  as  was  well  known,  a  sovereign  to-day  was 
only  equal  to  about  9s.  5d.  Why  should  men  on  other  co-operative  boards 
get  more  than  they  did  ?  He  thought  they  on  the  Central  Board  were  much 
too  modest  in  connection  with  their  work. 

Mr.  G.  Bastard  (Midland  Section)  inquired  whether  the  Southern 
Sectional  Board,  when  and  if  prices  went  down,  would  come  forward  with  a 
recommendation  to  reduce  the  payments  to  members  of  the  Central  Board. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearx  (North-Westem  Section)  wanted  to  know  whether  it 
was  possible  to  increase  the  fees  of  the  Central  Board,  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  put  forward  by  the  Southern  Sectional  Board,  by  means  of  a  war 
bonus.  He  was  not  in  favour  of  revising  the  rule  at  present,  because  if  they 
did  alter  it  he  was  afraid  nobody  would  be  prepared  to  move  that  the  fees 
be  reduced  again.  If  a  war  bonus  be  paid,  as  soon  as  the  war  was  over 
they  fall  back  to  their  old  position,  so  far  as  fees  were  concerned. 

It  was  finally  decided  that  the  resolution  of  the  Southern  Sectional  Board 
should  go  forward  to  Congress  as  an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  Union. 

RESOLUTIONS   FOR  CONGRESS. 

The  General  Secretary  reported  the  resolutions  which  had  been  sent  in 
for  submission  to  Congress  by  societies  on  the  following  subjects  : — (1) 
Penuanent  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union ;  (2)  Co-operative  Parlia- 
mentary Committee;  (3)  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Com- 
mittee ;  (4)  Inquiiy  re  Income  Tax ;  (5)  Purchasing  Power,  Education,  and 
Religious  Teaching;  (6)  and  (7)  Survey  Committee's  Report. 

A  division  took  place  as  to  whether  resolution  5  should  go  forward  to 
Congress  in  its  present  form,  and  by  23  votes  to  12  votes  it  was  decided  that 
it  should  be  placed  on  the  Congress  agenda  without  any  alteration.  No  vote 
was  taken  on  any  of  the  other  resolutions. 
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SATURDAY    MORNING    SITTING, 


The  Central  Board  meeting  was  resumed  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  Saturday 
morning,  Mr.   Goodenough  again  presiding. 

Before  taking  up  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Central  Board, 
Mrs.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  moved,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Bate  (Southern 
Section)  seconded,  the  following  resolution  dealing  with  the  New  Military 
Service  Bill  : — 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
Limited,  having  considered  the  provisions  of  the  Military  Service 
Bill,  is  of  opinion  that  no  decision  should  be  taken  by  the 
Government  that  will  interfere  with  the  industries  engaged  in 
the  production  and  distribution  of  food,  these  industries  having 
ali'eady  suffered  depletion  otf  workers  to  the  utmost  limit  they 
can  bear  without  serious  danger  of  imperilling  the  supply  of  tlie 
•essential  necessaries  of  life  to  the  people. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  and  a  copy  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Government. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

On  the  introductory  paragraph  to  the  Report  of  the  Central  Board. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Douse  (Midland  Section),  in  view  of  this  being  the  Jubilee 
Congress,  did  not  consider  the  introduction  to  the  report  was  strong  enough. 

This  was  supported  by  other  speakers,  who  asked  for  stronger  references 
to  the  work  of  the  Union  and  the  London  Emergency  Confex*enoe. 

The  Genebal  Secretary  pointed  out  that  it  was  the  intention  to  issue 
a  Year  Book  dealing  with  the  fifty  years'  work  of  the  Union. 

A  member  suggested  that  a  sentence'  to  that  effect  might  be  inserted 
in  the  introduction. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  :  I  move  that  the  introductory  portion 
be  withdrawn,  recast,  and  made  stronger,  as  has  been  suggested. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  said  that  some  effort  should  be 
made  so  that  every  member  of  the  Central  Board  could  have  the  opportunity 
of  discussing  the  redrafted  introduction.  Otherwise  they  might  be  in  a 
similar  position  as  the  one  they  found  themselves  in  that  day.  It  was  the 
Central  Board's  report  to  Congress,  and  the  introduction  should  have  the  full 
consideration  of  every  member  equally  with  any  other  portion  of  the  report. 
Each  member  of  the  Board  should  have  a  copy  of  the  "recast"  for 
consideration. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section)  said  the  introduction  might  be 
recast  and  submitted  to  the  United  Board  at  .its  meeting  on  the  following 
Saturday. 


16  Si'KCiAL  Meeting  jf  the  Gextbal  Boabi>. 


Mr.  J.  Lucas  (Scottish  Section)  expressed  agreement  with  that,  and  it 
was  decided  that  this  course  be  adopted. 

INDUSTRIAL   CO-OPERATIVE   SOCIETIES. 

The  Genehal  Secretary  said  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  the  information  for  thall  portion  of  the  Report,  but 
hoped  to  do  so  before  the  Report  was  issued  to  societies. 

GENERAL   PROGRESS   OF   THE   MOVEMENT. 

The  Report  stated  thab  the  usual  request  had  been  sent  to  societies  for 
particulars  of  their  operations  for  the  past  year,  but  not  many  returns  had 
been  received,  owing  to  shortage  of  office  staffs  and  the  many  duties  officials 
were  now  called  upon  to  undertake. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate  (Southein  Section)  did  not  think  the  wording  of  thia 
portion  of  the  Report  was  strong  enough.  They  were  making  an  apology 
for  societies.  They  ought  to  use  strong  language  to  those  societies  that  failed 
to  make  a  return. 

The  General  Secretary  pointed  out  that  all  societies  were  not  in  the 
same  fortunate  position  as  Stratford.  The  great  majority  were  suffering 
from  greatly  depleted  staffs,  and  in  some  cases  secretaries  and  chief  officials 
had  had  to  go. 

WHOLESALE  SOCIETIES. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South- Western  Section)  suggested  that  the  word 
"expansion''  in  the  first  line  of  the  report  on  the  wholesale  societies  should 
be  left  out,  and  he  noted  that  one  year  (1867)  was  represented  as  having 
consisted  of  65  weeks.      Was  that  a  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  year? 

Mr.  A.  Hainswori'H  (Southern  Section)  asked  for  the  substitution  of  a 
better  word  tlian  "  tackling  "  in  dealing  with  the  milk  problem. 

MILITARY    SERVICE   BILL   AGAIN. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  (Secretary,  Parliamentary  Committee)  asked  as  a  matter 
of  emergency  that  he  might  revert  to  the  resolution  which  had  been  passed 
dealing  with  the  New  Military  Service  Bill.  He  wanted  to  suggest  that  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  should  be  embodied  in  a  telegram  to  Mr.  G.  N.  Barnes 
and  sent  to  the  Cabinet  before  the  Bill  was  pa-ssed.  , 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  consideration  of  the  Report  proceeded  with 
page  by  page. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section),  referring  to  page  9,  asked  that 
a  note  might  be  added  explaining  any  decreases. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (NortJT- Western  Section)  :  Can  anything  be  included 
about  the  taking  over  of  the  Planet  Insurance  Company  by  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  ? 

The  General  Secretary  :  The  transfer  is  not  yet  completed. 
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Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  :  We  were  given  to  understand  that  the  company  was 
taken  over  on  the  first  of  the  month. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  :  There  is  nothing  that  it  is  more 
imperative  to  emphasise  than  insurance. 

Mr.  F.  Hayward  (North-Western  Section)  :  But  is  it  a  fact  that  the 
proposals  as  submitted  by  the  Planet  Insurance  have  been  accepted  by  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  ? 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHip  (Midland  Section)  :  It  is  true  that  amalgamation  ha« 
taken  place,  and  there  may  be  a  working  basis  arrived  at,  but  permission  may 
have  to  be  obtained  before  the  amalgamation  can  be  said  to  be  complete. 

Mr.  R.  Fleming  (Irish  Section)  :  It  is  true  that  amalgamation  has  been 
carried,  but  three  months  must  elapse  before  effect  can  be  given  to  it. 

JOURNALS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

Mr.  F.  Hayward  (North-Western  Section)  :  Has  the  donation  to  the 
Co-operative  News  been  handed  over?  I  have  had  a  report  of  the  Newspaper 
Society,  but  neither  in  the  report  nor  in  the  cash  account  can  I  find  any 
reference  to  it.  If  the  grant  has  been  made  by  the  Union,  surely  some 
acknowledgment  should  have  been  made.  It  is  very  uncharitable  to  ignore 
the  matter  in  this  way. 

TJie  General  Secretary  :  Yes,  the  money  has  been  handed  over. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell  (Western  Section)  :  Does  the  A.U.C.E.  Journal 
belong  to  the  co-operative  or  the  trade  union  movement  ? 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  :  When  we  decided  that  the 
A.U.C.E.  should  no  longer  be  invited  to  conferences,  surely  this  ruling  should 
be  regarded  in  connection  with  their  Journal. 

Mr.  W,  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  :  Are  we  not  savouring  of  the 
vindictive?  There  is  more  than  trade  union  matter  in  the  A.U.C.E.  Journal. 
It  is  beneath  us  to  suggest  that  the  Journal  be  taken  off  the  list  of  journals 
of  the  movement. 

NEW  MEMBERS. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  :  Is  the  Women's  Institute  a 
registered  society  ? 

The  General  Secretary  :  Yes,,  it  is  registered  under  tha  Act. 

Mr.  A.  Purdie  (Scottish  Section)  :  Are  all  the  new  societies  co-operative  ? 

The  General  Secretary  :  Yes.  A  full  list  of  the  societies,  with  all 
particulars,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

THE  GUILD  GRANT. 

Rev.  (\  A.  Ramsay  (South- Western  Section)  :  Could  anything  further  be 
added  in  regard  to  the  Guild  grant  ? 

The  General  Secretary  :  The  Guild  has  refused  to  accept  the  grant 
under  present  conditions. 

Mr.  Ramsay  :   Could  not  that  be  put  in  ? 
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RECONSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  E.  King  (Southern  Section)  :  Could  not  anything  be  added  with 
regard  to  the  Reconstruction  Committee  ?  Can  we  not  know  the  decision  come 
to? 

The  Genejral  Secretary  :  A  number  of  questions  were  put,  and  we  fore- 
shadowed what  we  had  in  mind  wJien  the  Labour  Adviser  was  appointed  and 
were  told  we  were  in  advance  of  the  Government  Reconstruction  Committee. 

Mr.  King  suggested  that  something  to  that  effect  should  be  inserted  in 
the  Report. 

CO-OPERATION    IN    LONDON. 

A  discussion  took  place  with  regard  to  the  proposed  grant  of  £1,000  to 
the  Southern  Section  for  propaganda  work  in  London. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  thought  the  grant  was  not  fair, 
and  that  such  centres  as  Leeds,  Bradford,  and  Liverpool  were  entitled  to 
similar  consideration, 

Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  (North-Western  Section)  agreed  with  Mr.  Blair. 
Some  years  back  money  was  granted  to  London  for  the  spread  of  co-operation, 
and  the  scheme  was  a  failure. 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth  (Southern  Section)  said  the  comparison  was  not  fair. 
TJie  migratory  population  of  London  alone,  by  which  societies  lost  30  to  40  per 
cent  of  their  members,  justified  all  the  help  that  could  be  given  to  London. 
Then  there  were  huge  areas  not  yet  touched  by  co-operation,  and  he  expressed 
his  gratitude  to  the  United  Board  for  the  help.  The  money  was  not  to  be 
used  till  the  war  was  over. 

Mr.  G.  Major  (North-Western  Section)  agreed  that  money  should  be  spent 
on  education  in  this  way. 

Mr.  R.  Fleming  (Irish  Section)  said  the  money  was  granted  because 
London  was  specific  in  character,  and  societies  there  to-day  were  ri,sing  to 
their  responsibilities, 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North-Western  Section)  was  convinced  that  the  present 
scheme  was  workable  and  would  do  good.  If  other  sections  put  forward 
similar  claims  they  would  be  considered.  London  had  made  out  an  excellent 
case. 

The  recommendation  was  agi'eed  to. 

JOINT  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  Board's  report  and  recommendations,  together  with  the  Parliamentary 
Committee's  report  and  resolutions  to  Congress,  were  taken  together. 

Mr,  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section))  asked  how  far  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Central  Board  to  deal  with  the  Parliamentary  Conmittee'a  work.  They 
had  heard  so  much  that  this  committee  was  only  responsible  to  Congress,  they 
wanted  to  know  where  they  stood  in  the  matter, 

Mr.  W,  T,  Charter  (Southern  Section)  thought  it  was  within  the  province 
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of  the  Central  Board  to  make  any  suggestions,  to  raise  any  questions,  and  to 
debate  any  point. 

The  General  Secretary  said  this  committee  was  created  by  Congress,  and 
they  could  not,  therefore,  amend  the  report,  but  could  make  suggestions  to 
the  committee. 

EXCESS    PROFITS. 

Mr.   W.   H.   Watkins   (South-Western   Section)   moved — 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  its  previous  resolutions  as  to  the  injustice 
of   the  application   of   the   excess  profits   duty   to   the   ordinary 
operations  of  co-operative  societies.       It  expresses  its  profound 
dissatisfaction  with  the  present  position  of  this  question  and  the 
attitude  of  His  Majesty's  Government  towards  it,  and  urges  upon 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  the  necessity  of  continuing  their 
efforts  to  obtain  relief  for  the  movement  from  the  unfair  burden 
of   this    duty. 
Mr.    Watkins   said   he   was   dissatisfied   with  the  attitude   taken   up   by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  and  wanted  to  urge  that  societies  should  be  given 
relief  from  the  unfair  burden  of  the  excess  profits  tax.   He  was  a  member 
of  the  deputation   which  waited  upon  the  Chancellor  of   the   Exchequer   in 
regard  to  this  matter,  but  for  reasons  which  he  could  never  understand  the 
interview   was   stated    to    be   private,    and    no   report   of    the   meeting    was 
presented  to  the  movement.     He  was  profoundly  dissatisfied  with  the  uncom- 
promising  attitude  of   the    Chancellor.      They   must   pursue    the   matter   on 
principle  and  get  the  tax  removed.     They  all  knew  what  was  looming  ahead. 
Interests   were   never   busier,    and    Ministries   were   all   in   opposition   to   the 
movement. 

Several  members  rose  to  a  point  of  order  as  to  whether  the  resolution 
could  be  allowed. 

Mr.  J.  Millington  (Midland  Section)  contended  that  the  Board  could 
recommend,  and,  on  the  Chairman  declaring  that  there  was  no  objection  to 
the  resolution,  Mr.  Millington  seconded,  stating  that  they  ought  to  have 
taken  stronger  action  sooner. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  (Secretary,  Parliamentary  Committee)  said  he  had  never 
yet  heard,  and  he  had  been  connected  with  the  committee  ever  since  its 
formation,  he  had  never  yet  heard  it  said  that  that  Board  had  not  the  power 
and  the  right  to  criticise  matters  brought  before  it,  and  that  such  matters  could 
not  be  altered.  The  position  had  grown  up  in  this  way.  Within  the  last  two 
or  three  years  they  had  taken  that  Report  when  they  were  at  Congress,  and 
it  was  not  reasonable  or  practicable!  to  say  they  could  alter  the  decisions 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  then.  The  only  difficulty  in  the  way  was  the 
lack  of  the  opportunity  for  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  consider  the 
suggestions  which  the  Central  Board  might  make.  If  the  Board  wanted  to 
make  suggestions  they  could  make  them  now,  and  they  could  come  before 
the  special  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Conmiittee.     There  eeemed  to  be 
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an  impression  abroad  of  sharp  divisions  which  do  not  exist.  He  thought  Mr. 
Watkins  was  labouring  under  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  :  We  have  to  stand  up  for  principle, 
and  not  be  satisfied  until  that  principle  is  recognised. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

REPRESENTATION  ON  GOVERNMENT  COMMITTEES. 

The  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South- Western  Section)  congratulated  the  Board 
on  what  had  been  accomplished  in  securing  co-operative  representation  on 
Governmenit  committees.  But  he  thought  they  should  receive  some  informa- 
tion of  the  work  that  was  being  done  by  that  long  list  of  representatives. 
They  had  been  a  long  time  in  getting  representation,  but  now  they  had  been 
successful  it  was  only  natural  that  they  should  ask  for  sonic  information,  as 
to  what  those  representatives  had  accomplished. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Chartbb  (Southern  Section)  agreed  that  the  movement  should 
have  as  much  knowledge  as  possible  of  the  work  done  by  those  subcommittees. 
They  felt  that  the  importance  of  the  work  was  not  recognised  as  it  should  be, 
because  they  had  not  been  able  to  give  the  publicity  to  the  work  that  they 
desired.  They  had  discussed  the  publication  of  a  fortnightly  periodical  giving 
this  information,  but  they  were  faced  with  the  paper  restrictions.  Then  they 
thought  of  a  column  or  two  in  the  Co-operative  News,  but  the  News  was 
faced  with  the  same  difficulty.  The  News  had  done  all  they  possibly  could. 
He  knew  the  difficulties  they  were  in,  and  they  could  not  see  how  proper 
publicity  could  be  given  to  the  work.  Their  representatives  were  safe- 
guarding, as  far  as  possible,  the  interests  of  the  movement,  and  in  regard 
to  publicity  they  would  have  to  content  themselves  with  what  amount  was 
possible  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North- Western  Section)  asked  whether  all  the  names 
were  included  in  that  list  or  not.  He  understood  that  Mr.  Johns,  a  director 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  had  been  appointed  on  an  important 
committee  like  the  Tea  Committee.  If  that  were  so,  his  name  should  surely 
appear  on  that  list. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  suggested  that  it  would  be  valuable 
if  the  representatives  on  the  various  committees  could  meet  and  consult  one 
with  another.     Was  that  being  done  ? 
The  General  Secretary  :  Yes. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  advocated  increased  representation  on 
national  and  local  committees.  Notwithstanding  that  some  of  them  had  taken 
a  leading  part  in  securing  representation  on  local  food  committees,  it  was 
important,  in  view  of  the  national  rationing  scheme,  that  the  scope  of  such 
representation  should  be  increased  and  widened.  They  claimed  that  they  were 
representing  ten  million  co-operators  registered  for  sugar.  Out  of  23,000 
representatives,  about  500  were  co-operative  representatives,  despite  the  fact 
that  co-operators  were  supplying  food  to  not  less  than  one-quarter  of  the 
population.    They  ought  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  that  committee  and  make 
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a  strong  claim  for  more  adequate  representation  on  national  and  local  com 
inittees.  They  had  the  interests  of  the  consumers  of  the  country  at  heart. 
Co-operative  representatives  were  still  in  a  large  minority.  They  should 
make  every  effort  to  get  tlieir  proper  share  of  representation. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNG'Jox  (Midland  Section)  suggested  that  the  work  these 
representatives  were  doing  should  be  published  in  the  public  Press  and  paid 
for  as  advertisements.  They  might  also  subsidise  the  Co-operative.  News  and 
put  in  items  of  information.  He  thought  it  would  pay  them  in  the  interests 
of  the  movement. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  asked  whether  they  were  quite  sure 
as  to  the  value  of  this  representation.  He  was  not.  He  thought  it  was  far 
more  feasible  to  recomniend  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  Wholesale 
Society  to  withdraw  all  their  men  and  set  to  work  themselves  for  the  better 
distribution  of  food,  and,  if  necessary,  to  break  the  law,  then  go  to  gaol  for 
it.  Personally,  he  could  enjoy  six  months'  rest.  The  present  representation 
was  only  a  -dope. 

FOOD  SHORTAGE. 

Mr.  G.  Major  (North- Western  Section)  referred  to  the  serious  shortage 
of  food  supplies,  and  said  that,  acting  on  their  experiences  of  trading  at  the 
stores,  members  were  registering  elsewhere.  Members  had  naturally  thought 
that  if  they  registered  with  their  co-operative  society  they  would  be  in  the  same 
position  as  they  were  in  the  previous  months.  No  matter  what  the  co-operative 
societies  had  done,  if  they  registered  members  he  was  of  opinion  that  they 
would  get  the  same  supplies  as  elsewhere.  In  South  Yorkshire,  however,  they 
had  failed  to  convince  the  members  that  that  was  a  fact.  It  was  safe  to  say 
they  had  not  three-quarters  of  the  members  registered  with  them.  The 
progress  and  turnover  of  the  movement  were  being  seriously  interfered  with 
as  a  result.  So  far  as  bacon  was  concerned,  which  was  becoming  a  rationed 
article,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  insist  tliat  co-operators  got  their 
proper  supplies,  and  when  the  members  discovered  their  mistake  and  were 
desirous  of  changing  their  registration  from  a  private  trader  to  a  co-operative 
society  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  insist  tipon  the  Government 
allowing  this  privilege.  If  that  were  not  done  the  progress  of  the  movement 
would  be  seriously  retarded  and  interfered  with.  There  was  very  little 
prospect  that  local  food  committees  would  allow  a  change  of  registration.  It 
was  very  important  to  the  movement  that  they  should  demand  that  the 
Government  should  allow  perfect  freedom  of  registration  to  people  in  any 
district  to  go  back  to  the  co-operative  movement  for  registered  articles  if 
they  liked. 

Mr.  A.  Hainswoeth  (Southern  Section)  said  there  were  two  sides  to  the 
shield.  What  had  been  suggested  might  act  upon  societies  in  exactly  the 
opposite  way  to  that  anticipated.  It  might  make  registration  too  easy.  At 
Erith  a  proposal  had  been  made  by  the  local  Food  Committee,  on  which  the 
society  was  representefl,  to  transfer  a  thousand  members  to  local  butchers  for 
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their  meat  supplies.  If  they  made  it  too  easy  for  anyone  to  change  hie 
registration  it  might  operate  against  the  societies.  There  were  other 
difficulties.  What  should  be  done  was  to  get  at  all  their  members  with  the 
strongest  appeal  possible  to  register  with  their  own  societies  at  the  beginning. 

Mr,  P.  LoNEY  (Scottish  Section)  said  that  when  the  local  Food  Committees 
were  set  up  they,  as  co-operatoa's,  were  ignored. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Soutiiern  Section)  suggested  that  a  better  solution 
for  societies  was  to  give  adherence  to  the  terms  of  the  rationing  scheme 
adopted  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  sent  to  Lord  Rhondda,  and 
furnished  to  every  retail  society.  One  of  the  essentials  was  that  there  should 
be  an  entirely  new  registration  of  customeiis.  If  they  got  rid  of  the  datuin 
period  they  would  get  rid  of  75  per  cent  of  the  trouble.  Let  them  press  for 
a  new  registration  of  customers,  so  that  they  could  register  where  they  liked, 
and  so  that  there  would  be  no  advantage  as  between  one  place  and  another,  or 
one  shop  against  another. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  moved — 

That  we  demand  larger  representation  on  these  committees  than  we 
have  previously  had,  and  that  we  press  for  adequate  representa- 
tion on  advisory  committees. 

Mr.  A.  PuRDiE  ^Scottish  Section)  seconded.  He  said  they  had  had 
experience.  All  the  vested  interests  were  strongly  represented  on  those 
committees.  They  had  had  a  great  fight  in  Glasgow  with  the  Live  Stock 
Commission,  and  had  succeeded  here  and  there  The  Commission  had  more 
power  than  any  other  Food  Committee  in  existence.  There  was  now  more 
need  than  ever  that  they  should  pay  more  attention  to  the  question  of  local 
food  control.  The  question  of  representation  all  came  back  to  the  fact  that 
the  co-operatore  had  no  direct  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons.  As 
long  as  they  were  content  to  be  like  dumb  cattle  they  would  be  sat  upon. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South-Western  Section)  said  he  was  a  member  of 
the  deputation  which  recently  waited  upon  Lord  Rhondda,  appointed  by  ths 
Consimiers'  Council,  which  was  composed  of  co-operators,  ti"ade-unionists,  and 
other  working-class  bodies.  Each  put  the  case  from  their  respective  stand- 
points, and  Lord  Rhondda's  position  was  that  the  last  time  he  issued  a 
circular  on  the  subject  of  food  distribution  mentioning  co-operation  he 
incurred  so  much  odium  that  he  did  not  desire  to  issue  another  circular ;  but 
in  all  cases  where  there  was  a  decision  expressed  in  the  locality  they  in  the 
Ministry  would  take  serious  note  of  it.  Proceeding,  Mr.  Watkins  said  oo- 
operators  would  have  to  kick  up  a  thundering  row.  If  they  did  not  tlie 
authorities  would  take  no  notice  of  them.  If  they  kicked  up  a  row  then  the 
matter  would  be  looked  into. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  thought  they  ought  to  get  full  infoi-ma- 
tion  about  those  committees  which  had  turned  down  co-operative  representa- 
tion. 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  carried. 
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CENTRAL    PARLIAMENTARY    REPRESENTATION     COMMITTEE. 

The  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South-Western  Section),  referring  to  the 
Prestwich  Election,  asked  how  the  money  was  raised  and  what  had  been  paid 
out? 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  said  nothing  had  been  demanded  from  the  Central  Parlia- 
mentary Representation  Fund  in  respect  to  the  Prestwich  Election. 

The  General  Secretary  said  they  had  to  find  the  money  for  the 
Returning  Officer's  fees,  but  some  of  it  had  been  refunded.  The  matters 
could  not  be  settled  yet.  Some  societies  had  given  guarantees  which  had  not 
yet  been  carried  out.  The  total  amount  of  the  Parliamentary  Representation 
Fund  up  to  15th  March  was  £4,688.  That  amount  did  not  include  the  £1,000 
granted  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  which  had  not  yet  been  handed 
over. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  said  the  Central  Representation  Committee  did  not  know 
of  a  penny  piece  having  been  paid  for  the  Prestwich  election.  It  came  as  a 
revelation  to  him,  because  the  Central  Representation  Committee  had  not  made 
any  recommendation  for  a  single  penny  to  be  paid  over. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  asked  about  the  final  selection  cf 
the  candidates.  Time  was  going  on.  When  could  they  have  the  final 
selection  ? 

Mr.  May  said  he  could  eay  more  after  next  Tuesday. 

Mrs.  Gasson,  continuing,  said  there  was  a  feeling  in  the  South  that  the 
committee  had  been  too  slow  ;  they  were  wondering  how  it  was  going  to 
justify  itself  at  the  Liverpool  Congress,  in  view  of  the  work  it  was  supposed 
to  have  done.      She  would  not  say  it  had  not  done  the  work. 

Mr.  C.  A.  W.  Saxton  (Midland  Section)  asked  if  proportional  representa- 
tion was  delaying  the  matter,  to  which 

Mr.  May  replied  "No";  proportional  representation  strengthens  our 
chances  at  elections. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South- Western  Section)  :  Will  the  statement  of 
accounts  be  included  in  the  accounts  of  the  Union  ? 

Mr.  Whitehead  :   Yes. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  could  not  harmonise  Mr.  May's  state- 
ment in  the  last  paragraph  on  page  9.  The  fact  that  the  Central  Parlia- 
mentaiy  Committee  consented  that  Mr.  May  should  contest  the  Prestwich 
election,  and  to  the  contest  being  officially  supported,  meant  that  they  would 
find  the  means. 

Mr.  May  said  this  was  playing  with  words.  The  paragraph  meant  that 
the  principle  of  election  be  agreed  to.  That  was  not  the  point  now.  _  The 
question  was  asked  with  regard  to  the  amount  of  expenses. 

THE  DATUM   PERIOD. 

Mr.  May,  referring  to  the  Central  Parliamentary  Committee's  resolution 
on  the  "  datum  period,"  calling  for  its  immediate  abolition,  said  he  wished  to 
be  allowed  to  add  the  words — 
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And,  fiuther,  it  demands  that  the  conti-ol  or  rationing  of  any  article 
of  food  shall  be  immediately  accompanied  by  the  legistration  of 
customere  with  retailers  and  the  registration  of  wholesalers,  in 
order  that  the  available  supplies  may  be  more  equitably  dis- 
tributed. 
He  said  that  up  to  now  control  and  rationing  had  not  been  accompanied  by 
registration  of  customeiis,  tind  duplication  of  supplies  had  not  been  checked. 
The  "  datum  period  "  afforded  the  means  whereby  the  interests  could  protect 
themselves.  The  position  in  regaixi  to  tea  had  grown  vei-y  acute.  In  their 
report  the  committee  pointed  out  that  they  had  received  verbal  assui-ances 
that  the  "  datum  "  system  would  shortly  disappear,  but  when  those  promises 
were  reduced  to  writing  they  were  qualified  in  ways  which  bore  eloquent 
testimony  to  the  cleverness  of  the  expert  advisers  of  the  Ministry.  They  said 
profits  would  have  to  remain  where  they  were.  Thousands  of  pounds  more 
tea  could  come  into  the  co-operative  movement  on  condition  that  the  profits 
remained  where  they  wei'e.  ("No.,  no.")  They  might  say  "No,"  but 
they  were  only  a  small  section  of  the  community,  and  they  would  have  to  be 
moved  before  this  thing  could  be  altered.  He  did  not  want  to  be  egotistical, 
but  the  majority  did  not  realise  that  this  kind  of  thing  was  going  on.  The 
resolution,  with  the  proposed  amendment,  really  got  at  the  root  of  the  whole 
matter. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  us  follows  : — 

That  tliis  Congress  strongly  protests  against  the  continuance  of  the 
"datum  period"  in  the  schemes  of  foodstuffs  adopted  by  the 
IMinistiy  of  Food  :  it  declares  that  such  a  basis  of  distribution  in 
the  present  crisis  is  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  consimiers, 
and  calk  for  its  immediate  abolition  ;  and,  further,  it  demands 
that  the  control  or  rationing  of  any  article  of  food  shall  be 
immediately  accompanied  by  the  registration  of  customers  witJi 
retailers  and  the  registration  of  wholesalers,  in  order  that  the 
available  supplies  may  be  equitably  distributed.  ^ 

THE   PARLIAMENTARY    PROGRAMME. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  (North- Western  Section)  said  he  wished  to  propoee  a 
resolution  that  the  Central  Board  recommend  the  Liverpool  Congress  to 
revise  the  Parliamentaiy  Programme  and  Policy  with  the  object  of  making  it 
more  definite,  and  ako  making  the  adoption  of  such  programme  and  poUcy 
obligatoi'y  upon  every  co-operative  candidate  seeking  election  to  Parliament, 
and  requii-ing  them  to  include  such  policy  as  part  of  their  election  addresses. 
In  the  recent  election,  Mr.  Johnston  pi'oceeded,  there  was  no  reference  what- 
ever to  the  policy  of  the  co-operative  movement.  He  meant  in  the  candidate's 
address.  Whether  that  was  done  intentionally  or  not,  or  it  was  thought  that 
it  was  not  desirable  to  put  the  aims  of  the  co-operative  movement  too  strongly, 
he  did  not  know.  But  there  was  no  part  of  the  co-operative  policy  outlined 
in  the  address,  and  there  were  only  two  incidental  references  to  the  movement. 
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People  in  the  ward  did  not  really  know  that  the  co-operators  were  running  a 
candidate. 

Mr.  May  said  the  wliole  of  the  points  in  the  programme  were  given  on  a 
separate  cii'cular  and  distributed  to  every  householder  in  the  constituency. 

A  meanber  of  the  Board  asked  whether  a  resolution  of  that  kind  could  be 
sprung  upon  tlie  meeting?  Tlie  North-Western  Sectional  Boa,rd  did  not 
accept  it. 

The  Chairman  :    I  am  informed  that  it  is  in  order  to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  Johnston,  proceeding,  said  there  should  be  some  definite  statement 
on  the  part  of  co-operative  candidates  as  to  what  the  Co-operative  Parlia- 
mentary Programme  meant.     Sui"ely  they  were  not  ashamed  of  their  principles. 

A  point  of  order  having  been  raised, 

Mv.  Johnston  said  tliey  liad  a  perfect  light  iu  suggest  any  alteration  lo 
the  Congress. 

The  Chauiman  said  he  quite  agreed  they  were  handicapped,  so  far  as  the 
resolution  was  concerned.  A  copy  ought  to  be  in  the  hands  of  every  member 
of  the  Board,  and  it  was  difficult  to  discuss  it  otherwise. 

Mr.  J.  Lucas  (Scottish  Section)  :  Can  any  member  of  the  Board  spring  a 
motion  on  this  meeting  ? 

The  Chairman  then  asked  the  (General  Secretary  to  read  the  i-ule  bearing 
on  the  matter. 

Mr.  J.  Millington  (Midland  Section)  :  Is  it  fair  to  allow  a  member  to 
raise  a  question  haphazaixi  and  let  it  take  precedence  over  other  matters? 

]Mr.  Whitehead  having  read  the  rule,  which  provided  for  notice  of  motion 
being  given. 

Mr.  Johnston  said  as  that  was  a  special  meeting  he  took  it  that  the  rule 
would  not  apply.  Anyway,  he  wo  aid  give  notice  that  he  would  bring  the 
matter  forward  at  the  meeting  a  fortnight  hence. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  moved — "  That  the  matter  be  deferred 
and  brought  foi'ward  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Central  Board."  This  was 
agreed  to. 

The  report  of  the  ParliamenUiry  Committee  was  then  adopted. 

CENTRAL    CO  OPERATIVE    POLITICAL    COMMITTEE. 
Under    the   scheme    of    organisation   and    in    order  to   place   the    Central 
Parliamentaiy   Committee  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis,   the   Central   Board 
made  the  following  recommendation  : — 

That  there  be  constituted  a  Central  Co-operative  Political  Committee, 
whose  objects  shall  be  to  secure  direct  co-operative  representation 
in  Parliament  and  on  local  and  othei'  administrative  bodies  in 
strict  accoi'dance  with  the  decision  of  the  Swansea  Congress,  and 
such  amendments  of  this  decision  as  may  be  made  at  subsequent 
Congreeses ;  and  to  undertake,  in  furtherance  of  these  objects, 
such  propaganda  or  other  work,  either  alone  or  in  co-operation 
with  other  committees  or  organisations,  as  may  be  deemed 
desirable. 
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The  General  Secretary  said  at  the  Office  Committee  meeting  on  the 
previoiis  night  the  question  was  raised  as  to  the  advisability  of  calling  the 
committee  a  "  National  "  rather  than  a  "  Central  "  committee. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  said  that  in  too  many  people's 
minds  the  word  "political"  had  something  to  do  with  national  or  party 
politics.  He  thought  it  was  advisble  to  retain  the  word  "representation." 
The  substitution  of  the  word  "  national  "  was  agreed  to. 
It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Central  Parliamentary  Committee  be  a 
committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  responsible  to  the  Central  Board  of  the 
Union  and  through  it  the  Congress,  and  that  the  committee  consist  of — 

Nine  members  of  the  Central  Board,  appointed  by  the  Central  Board  on 
a  sectional  basis  (two  members  from  the  North-Western  Section  and 
one  member  from  each  other  section). 
Nine  members  representing  and  elected  by  societies  contribuitng  to  the 
Co-operative  Political  Fund.      These  membere  shall  be  elected  on  a 
sectional  basis   (two  members  from  the  North-Western  Section  and 
one  member  from  each  other  section),   and  be  elected  by  the  con- 
tributing societies  in  the  section  they  represent). 
One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee oi"  such  other   committee   as  may  be  the  committee  of   the 
Central  Board  entrusted  with  the  educational  work  of  the  Union. 
Two  members  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 

Society. 
One  member  representing  and   appointed   by  the  Scottish   Co-operative 

Wholesale  Society. 
Two  members  representing  and   appointed  by  the  Joint  Parliamentary 

Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress. 
One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Women's  Co-operative 

Guild  (England  and  Wales). 
One  member  representing   and   appointed  by  the   Scottish   Co-operative 

Women's  Guild. 
One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the   National   Co-operative 

Men's  Guild. 
The  constitution,  functions,  finance,  and  the  starting  of  a  Political 
Department  of  the  Union  were  all  agreed  to,  but  under  the  constitution  of 
Sectional  Councils  it  was  agreed  to  leave  out  the  suggested  two  representatives 
of  the  Sectional  Educational  Associations  and  the  representative  of  the  Men's 
Guilds. 

In  the  discussion,  Mis.  M.  Found  (South- Western  Section)  noticed  that 
the  whole  of  the  work  was  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  Central  Board,  and 
this,  in  her  opinion,  was  not  satisfactoiy,  seeing  that  part  of  the  work  was  to 
advise  in  local  propaganda.  She  thought  there  ought  to  be  more  direct 
representation. 

It  was  pointed  out  that  societies  contributing  to  the  central  fund  would 
have  the  right  to  elect  representatives. 
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iMr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  thought  the  Central  Boaid  should  he 
empowered  to  add  to  the  constitution  the  sectional  secretary  of  each  section. 
He  was  referring  to  the  whole  of  the  sections.  They  needed  close  co-ordina- 
tion of  the  sectional  secretaries  for  propaganda  and  social  work  generally. 
Every  sectional  secretary  should  be  in  touch  with  this  national  body,  more 
especially  in  regard  to  its  annual  meetings,  so  that  they  could  answer  questions 
and  give  guidance  to  societies.  He  thought  sectional  secretaries  should  be 
added  to  the  constitution. 

The  General  Secretary  :  That  is  the  next  item  I  was  going  to  bring 
forward.  The  Office  Committee  thought  it  would  not  do  to  burden  this  com 
mittee  by  appointing  secretaries,  but  that  the  Sectional  Boards  should  have 
authority  to  say  that  these  secretaries  could  attend  but  not  vote.  The  Office 
Committee  agreed  to  that. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  said  he  supposed  they  would 
have  the  right  to  oppose  this  matter  at  Congress  if  they  desired  to  do  so. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  \ Southern  Section)  said  that  when  any  member  spoke 
on  behalf  of  his  own  society  he  disassociated  himself  from  membership  of  the 
Central  Board. 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South-Western  Section),  referring  to  the  proposed  per- 
manent executive,  pointed  out  that  the  members  would  be  taken  from  the 
suggested  nine  who  were  to  form  the  committee,  which  was  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  thought  Mrs.  Found's  question 
quite  sound.  When  the  executive  committee  was  appointed  not  a  single  one 
of  them  might  be  a  member  of  the  National  Parliamentary  Committee.  A 
word  should  be  included  to  provide  that  when  such  an  executive  is  appointed 
they  shall  be  the  representatives  of  the  Central  Board  upon  the  committee. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  thought  this  was  introducing 
another  matter  in  a  subtle  way,  and 

^fr.  E.  King  (Southern  Section)  suggested  deleting  the  last  four  lines  of 
the  report  as  follows  : — "  And  if,  and  when,  a  permanent  executive  committee 
is  appointed  for  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  constitution  of  the  Political 
Committee  shall  be  so  amended  that  the  executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
shall  be  the  executive  committee  of  the  Central  Co-operative  Political  Com- 
mittee." 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  thought  this  would  be  unwise.  It 
was  extremely  unlikely  for  some  time  that  this  permanent  executive  would 
come  into  existence.  When  it  did  it  should  be  a  permanent  executive  and 
Parliamentary  representation  would  come  under  its  pui'view  as  other  things 
would.  He  thought  they  would  be  stultifying  themselves  if  they  deleted  the 
lines  as  suggested. 

There  voted  for  deletion,  15 ;    against,  25. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section),  speaking  on  the  functions  of 
the  committee,  said  he  noticed  one  clause  said  to  "  approve  or  disapprove  the 
Parliamentary  candidates."  He  suggested  this  should  be  to  "approve  or 
otherwise." 
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It  was  agieed  to  allow  tlio  clause  to  remain  as  drafte<l. 

Mr.  Blair,  on  finance,  asked  why  the  expenses  should  be  borne  by  the 
Co-operative  Union  and  not  by  the  political  fund  ?  There  was  no  necessity 
at  present  for  incieasing  the  funds  of  the  Union,  but  if  that  sort  of  thinj; 
continued  they  would  have  to  increase  subscriptions  by  a  farthing  per  member. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section),  speaking  on  the  Sectional  Councils, 
moved — "  That  the  two  i-epresentatives  of  the  Sectional  Educational  Associa- 
tions, whom  it  was  proposed  to  withdraw  from  representation  on  the  Sectional 
Comicils,  remain."  It  would  be  a  big  mistake  to  withdraw  them.  They 
were  very  energetic  bodies. 

Mr.  J.  Lucas  {Scottish  Section)  pointed  out  that  they  had  none  of  these 
associations  in  Scotland.      The  district  associations  carried  out  the  work. 

In  favour  of  withdrawing  the  representation,  20;   against,  15. 

Mr.  J.  Lucas  (Scottish  Section),  speaking  on  clause  (e),  providing  for  one 
representative  of  the  men's  guild  branches,  said  they  would  have  double 
representatives  in  that  case.      They  would  be  making  faggot  voters. 

For  the  deletion  of  clause  (e)  thei'e  voted  25 ;   against,  6. 

It  was  agreed  that  clause  {d),  giving  representation  to  the  Women's 
Guild,  should  remain. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

TRADE-UNIONISTS    AND    CO  OPERATORS. 

Ml'.  W.  J.  Douse  (Midland  Section),  under  this  heading  in  the  report, 
said  his  society  at  Nottingham  had  a  case  to  bring  befm^  the  Congrees.  They 
had  two  sets  of  clei'ks  in  tlie  grocery  department  and  in  the  office.  Some  were 
in  the  Clerks'  Union  and  some  in  the  A.U.C.E..  The  latter  asked  for  a 
larger  bonus,  which  was  contingent  on  sick  pay,  and  this  was  granted.  The 
Clerks'  Union  came  along  and  asked  for  sick  pay  where  a  clerk  had  been  away 
a  year  or  so.  They  had  no  right  to  give  gi>eater  right*  to  the  Clerks'  Union 
than  to  tlie  other  one.  The  Clei'ks'  Union  had  got  their  answer  in  the  Courtfi. 
The  case  liad  been  decided,  and  he  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  generally 
understood  that  sick  pay  could  be  claimed  by  clerks  or  any  person  employed 
on  fixed  wages.  They  had  never  heard  of  that  before  and  had  now  leanit  of 
it  for  the  first  time. 

The  General  Secretary  said  the  matter  was  quite  in  order  and  the 
remedy  lay  in  the  hands  of  the  Nottingham  Society.  They  could  put  an  end 
to  service  and  make  any  agreement  they  liked  with  the  employee.  If  the 
clerk  or  any  other  employee  was  engaged  on  certain  conditions  those  conditiorw 
must  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNQTON  (Midland  Section)  said  that  in  the  absence  of  an  agree- 
ment then  custom  must  prevail. 

The  General  Secretary  :    That  is  so. 
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THP:    defence    COiVIMlTTEE. 

Ml'.  T.  Way  (North- Western  Section)  said  the  report  of  the  committee 
referred  to  the  boycott  of  an  individual.  Were  there  any  powers  invested  in 
the  committee  to  deal  with  the  commercial  boycott  ?  There  was  every  evidence 
in  local  societies  and  the  Wholesale  Societies  that  the  boycott  was  by  no  means 
dead.  He  suggested  that  the  committee  take  into  consideration  the  state- 
ments being  made  from  time  to  time  concerning  the  boycott  of  the  co-operative 
movement  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

SURVEY    COMMITTEE'S   REPORT. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  said  it  might  be  necessary  to  move 
alterations  to  this  report  at  Congress.  They  had  had  great  difficulty  in  getting 
information  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  Whether  this  wae  due 
to  the  amount  of  work  on  hand  or  a  disinclination  to  impart  the  information 
he  could  not  say,  but  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  they  had  not  seen  their  way 
to  give  the  information  needed  to  complete  the  report. 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South-Western  Section)  thought  it  was  a  mistake  to 
alienate  the  sympathy  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  They  should 
be  retained  as  members  of  the  Propagandist  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  asked  whether  there  had  not  been  a  tacit  understanding 
between  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and  the  Union?  Had  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  not  agreed  that  propaganda  was  no  part  of  their 
work  ?      Would  it  not  be  foolish  then  to  ask  them  to  take  part  in  that  work  ? 

Mr.  C.  A.  W.  Saxton  (Midland  Section)  said  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  had  contributed  largely  to  the  work  of  the  Propaganda  Committee  ''n 
the  past,  and 

Mr.  MiLLiNGTON  said  if  they  continued  to  pay  they  would  expect  repiv- 
sentation. 

Mr.  F.  Haywabd  (North- Western  Section)  referred  to  what  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  had  done  in  helping  to  establish,  capitalise,  and 
supervise  new  societies  under  the .  Joint  Propaganda  Committee.  If  they 
knocked  out  that  part  of  the  scheme  they  were  going  to  do  an  injury  to  future 
propaganda  work.  Many  societies  had  to  be  formed  in  the  counti-y,  and  the 
influence  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  as  a  trading  organisation  upon 
the  fortunes  of  new  societies  was  not  to  be  disregarded.  There  wei-e  financial 
support  and  practical  assistance  and  direction  which  could  not  be  given  by 
the  Union,  which  was  mainly  a  propagandist  institution.  He  agreed  with  the 
remarks  of  Mrs.  Found. 

Mi-s.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  said  a  deputation  from  the  South 
had  waited  upon  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Board  that  week  with 
regard  to  the  carrying  on  of  special  propaganda  work  in  London,  and  they  had 
agreed  to  assist  the  work  financially.  They  might  not  in  future  be  able  to 
go  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  for  similar  help  if  they  were  not 
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represented   on  tliis  cunimittee.      Trade  could  not  be  ignored,   ;iiid  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  representatives  should  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section)  said  there  were  strong 
arguments  why  the  Union  should  take  the  propaganda  work  in  hand  itself. 
Had  propaganda  work  been  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Union  the  grant 
referred  to  would  have  been  made  long  ago.  He  (the  speaker)  had  had  much 
expei-ience  of  propaganda  committee  work,  and  he  said  that  after  full  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  matter  he  was  convinced  that  the  propaganda  work  of 
the  movement  will  advance  more  quickly  if  it  is  under  the  control  and  in  the 
hands  of  the  Union  itself.  Efficiency  and  good  work  must  be  the  first  con 
sideration.  Those  should  be  the  dominating  factors  in  coming  to  a  conclusion 
on  matters  of  that  kind.  Funds  were  bound  to  come  if  we  have  the  energy 
and  enthusiasm  for  oiu'  work.  Proceeding,  Mr.  Gregory  said  he  wanted  tc 
ask  how  it  was  possible,  if  they  were  to  make  it  an  extensive  scheme,  how  was 
it  possible  for  the  Co-operative  W'holesale  Society  to  bring  effective  working 
representatives  on  that  committee?  The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  had 
agreed  that  work  of  this  kind  was  essentially  the  work  of  the  Union,  and  was 
not  a  matter  of  feeling ;  it  was  a  question  of  consolidating  their  work  in  the 
direction  of  efficient  propaganda. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  said  the  Survey  Committee  would  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  the  adoption  by  Congress  of  a  scheme  which  was  more 
generous.      They  were  legislating  for  all  time. 

The  constitution  as  submitted  was  agreed  to. 

AUXILIARY  BODIES. 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South-Western  Section)  submitted  that  even  supposing 
the  Central  Board  to  take  control,  the  manner  in  which  representation  was 
proposed  was  out  of  all  proportion  and  reason.  They  were  asking  a  great 
deal  too  much.  It  would  be  possible  for  the  Central  Board  to  send  a  larger 
number  than  the  auxiliary  bodies  themselves.  The  proposed  measure  of 
control  was  out  of  all  proportion.  They  had  recently  made  a  grant  to  the 
Newspaper  Society,  but  they  did  not  seek  representation  there. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South-Western  Section)  said  the  idea  was  to  obtain 
better  co-ordination  between  the  different  bodies  than  now  existed.  There 
was  no  desire  and  no  suggestion  that  the  Cential  Board  should  dominate  those 
bodies.  There  should  be  contact  like  there  was  between  the  District  Associa- 
tions and  the  Sectional  Boaads.  There  was  no  desire  to  dominate.  It  was 
simply  that  the  Central  Board  should  be  in  actual  contact  with  those  bodies 
without  any  idea  at  all  of  domination. 

The  Chairman  said  the  objection  seemed  to  be  against  the  extent  of  repre- 
sentation, and  not  against  representation. 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth  (Southern  Section)  said  there  was  much  in  Mrs. 
Found's  contention,  that  the  proposals  meant  a  dominating  influence. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section)  said  there  was  no  intention  of 
domination.      It  was   co-ordination.      They   had   reached   an  impasse   in   the 
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movement  and  they  were  finding  conflicting  elements.  It  wae  necessary  to 
link  up  the  various  organisations  and  formulate  one  general  policy  and  thus 
strengthen  the  movement  and  make  it  more  efficient.  It  might  be  necessary 
to  vary  the  proportion  of  representation,  but  if  they  could  not  trust  them 
selves  to  take  upon  themselves  this  authority  and  use  it  rightly  and  justly  the 
sooner  they  could  the  better. 

Mr.  J.  Lucas  (Scottish  Section)  said  he  could  not  consider  it  domination 
for  Congress  to  be  supreme.  It  was  supreme  over  all  bodies,  and  those  bodies 
that  did  not  submit  to  Congress  should  be  put  outside  the  pale. 

The  report  was  then  adopted. 

CO-OPERATIVE    CAPITAL. 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South- Western  Section)  said  that  on  page  87  there  was 
a  suggestion  that  rates  of  interest  be  according  to  purchases.  She  thougnt 
this  should  be  abolished. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHip  (Midland  Section)  said  they  must  take  all  the  capital 
they  could  get.  Restrictions  must  be  removed  and  increased  rates  of  interest 
given. 

Mr.  J.  PoLLiTT  said  Mrs.  Found's  idea  was  erroneous.  They  would  not 
be  robbing  the  poor  people  of  what  they  ought  to  have  by  applying  this 
suggestion.  Capital  must  come  from  somewhere,  and  if  not  got  in  the  way 
suggested  it  would  have  to  be  borrowed,  for  which  higher  rates  of  interest 
would  have  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  (North- Western  Section)  quite  agreed  with  the  proposal, 
and  thought  that  the  appeal  for  capital  could  not  be  made  too  strong.  Reserve 
funds  must  also  be  increased  and  credit  banks  should  be  established. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHiP  (Midland  Section)  said  there  was  something  stronger 
with  regard  to  reserve  funds  on  page  88. 

Mr.  T.  Way  ( North- Westei'n  Section)  :  I  thought  we  decided  to  use  the 
word  "surplus"  instead  of  "profit." 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  :  The  average  member  does  not  under- 
stand surplus.       Better  keep  to  profit. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  ( North- Western  Section)  :  About  this  Mail  Oi-der 
Business,  Mr.  Chairman.  Will  there  not  be  overlapping  and  friction  if  such 
trading  is  countenanced  ?  Might  not  such  mailed  goods  be  covered  by 
another  society  ?      The  matter  needs  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHiP  (Midland  Section)  said  millions  of  trade  were  being 
done  by  this  means,  and  the  question  was  :  Should  we  go  with  the  times  and 
capture  the  trade  we  are  now  losing  ? 

CO-OPERATION    AND    THE    POOR. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  pointed  out  that  on  page  99  there 
was  reference  to  co-operation  and  the  poor.     By  whom  would  the  capital  be 
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provided  for  the  establishment  of  these  societies.      Was  it  the  idea  to  ask  the 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  to  help,  or  societies? 

Mr.  Rae  :    In  this  case  the  Manchester  societies. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  (North- Western  Section),  going  back  to  the  paragraplis 
on  capital,  thought  they  ought  to  urge  more  sti-ongly  the  use  of  collective 
profits. 

Mr.  Rae  :    Yes,  and  collective  spending. 

THE    CO  OPERATIVE    PRESS. 

Mrs.  M.  Found  ( South- W^estern  Section)  said  that,  failing  any  agreement 
between  the  Scottish  Co-operator  and  the  Newspapei"  Society,  she  hoped  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Union  to  run  a  newspaper. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  :  There  is  some  misunderstanding. 
In  the  event  of  the  two  societies  failing  to  come  to  any  agreement  it  was 
suggested  that  a  National  Publishing  Society  be  established  on  independent 
lines.  Any  newspaper  that  was  started  must  have  freedom  and  be  indepen- 
dent of  any  organisation. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  :  Could  we  have  the  reason  why  the 
two  socieiAes— Scottish  Co-operator  and  the  News — failed  to  come  ta  any 
agreement  ? 

Mr.  Rae  :  Just  the  same 'reason  prevented  the  Co-operator  coming  to  an 
agreement  as  the  News  in  England. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North -Western  Section)  :  This  is  not  quite  con-ect. 
There  is  a  difference.  The  Newspaper  Society  was  prepared  to  sink  its 
identity  and  go  in  for  amalgamation,  but  the  Scottish  people  wanted  to 
maintain  Scottish  identity  of  nationality  so  far  as  their  newspaper  was  con- 
oemed.  The  Newspaper  Society  had  consulted  the  Scottish  Co-operator 
committee,  together  with  the  Survey  Committee,  when  the  idea  was  suggested 
to  start  the  National  Publishing  Society.  So  far  as  the  Newspaper  Society 
was  conceaTied,  they  wei'e  prepared  to  carry  out  the  Survey  Committee's  ideas. 

Mr.  W.  SwiNDLEHURST  (North-Westein  Section)  said  that  their  press  must 
have  a  free  hand  to  criticise.  If  run  by  any  central  organisation,  and  the 
paper  became  in  any  way  official,  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  movement. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North- Western  Section)  asked  if  it  was  not  under  con- 
sideration as  to  whether  the  capital  provided  for  the  Newspaper  Society 
should  not  be  pro  rata  to  membership,  instead  of  as  at  present  ? 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  :  If  Mr.  Swindlehurst  had  read  the  Sui'vey  Committee's 
report  he  would  have  seen  that  it  is  suggested  that  any  newspaper  started 
should  be  independent. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 
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Discussion  on  the  Central  Board's  Report  to  Congress  was  resumed  after 
lunch.       Mr.  Goodenough  again  presiding. 

Mr.    S.   Fairbrother   (North- Western   Section)   said   he  had   just  had  a 

telephone  message  stating  that  the  "  Zepps  "  visited  ■ last  night  and  that 

ten  or  twelve  people  had  been  killed.  Was  it  not  possible  to  send  a  telegram 
of  sympathy  to  the Corporation  and  the  co-operative  society  ? 

The  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

HOURS  AND  WAGES  BOARDS. 

Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  (North-Western  Section),  dealing  with  Hours  and 
Wages  Boards,  said  these  had  now  been  in  existence  for  two  years  and  could 
not  be  said  to  be  working  with  complete  unanimity.  Societies  were  allowing 
the  opinions  of  the  Board  to  be  passed  by,  and  the  A.U.C.E.  were  declining 
to  submit  their  cases  to  the  Boards.  As  a  member  of  the  Lancashire  Concilia- 
tion Board,  he  had  often  felt  that  they  were  driving  towards  a  dead  wall. 
Owing  to  the  composition  of  the  Boards,  further  progress  was  impossible. 
Although  there  were  four  representatives  of  the  A.U.C.E.  and  four  Union 
representatives  on  the  Board,  immediately  a  division  took  place  there  was  a 
complete  deadlock.  Machinery  should  be  created  whereby  an  independent 
chaii'man  could  be  elected  for  the  District  Conciliation  Boards.  That  would 
do  away  with  the  National  Board.  He  felt  that  the  expense  accruing  to  thi? 
form  of  settlement  was  such  as  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  an  independent 
chairman.  He  did  not  necessarily  mean  a  man  sent  down  from  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  one  mutually  adopted  by  each  side.  The  machinery  ought  to  bo 
amended  to  include  an  independent  chairman  of  the  Conciliation  Boards. 
Parties  often  negotiating  before  the  Wages  Boards  were  the  very  parties  who 
acted  as  conciliators.  There  should  be  one  joint  chairman  on  the  Wages  and 
Hours  Boai'ds.  No  one  advocating  his  own  side  of  the  case  should  be  allowed 
to  act  as  conciliator.  It  was  an  impossible  position.  They  ought  to  have  a 
substitute  to  replac*  those  men  who  occupy  these  onerous  positions.  The 
Central  Board  ought  to  ask  the  United  Board  to  prepare  machinei^  to  do  away 
with  this  anomalous  position. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  supported  the  recommendation  that 
the  United  Board  should  go  'into  the  whole  question  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Conciliation  Boards. 

Mr.  MiLLBRCHiP  asked  whether,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  these  boards 
had  only  recently  been  formed,  it  was  wise  to  alter  the  constitution  till  they 
saw  how  the  present  machinery  worked. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  agreed  that  something  should  be  done 
to  secure  justice  on  each  side. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  said  there  would  be  a  feeling  of  resent- 
ment at  any  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  internal  affairs  of  a  trade  union. 
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Those  members  who  were  members  of  a  particular  trade  union  would  be 
biassed  in  favour  of  that  union.  The  other  side  was  biassed  in  the  same 
way.  The  suggestion  of  a  neutral  chairman  was  a  good  thing.  It  would 
secure  unbiassed  judgment.  Co-operators  had  lost  a  good  deal  in  not  having 
their  case  properly  prepared  as  compared  with  the  A.U.C.E.  They  should 
be  far  better  prepared  before  they  went  to  conciliation.  For  them  to  interfere 
with  the  internal  working  of  any  trade  union  would  meet  with  resentment  to 
the  vei'y  end. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  contended  that  Conciliation 
Boards  sho'uld  consist  of  individuals  who  had  not  been  concerned  lin  the  case 
up  to  that  point.  That  was  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter.  It  was  absurd  to 
try  to  interfere  with  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  A.U.C.E. 

Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  (North-Western  Section)  said  as  an  old  trade-unionist 
he  brought  this  matter  forward  in  the  interests  of  trade-unionism.  They 
would  be  wanting  in  judgment  if  they  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  internal 
arrangement*  of  any  trade  union.  His  object  was  to  make  the  position  so 
that  matters  could  be  adjudicated  upon  by  impartiaL  people. 

The  General  Secretary  said  the  question  of  an  independent  chairman 
had  been  discussed.  They  found  a  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  unanimous 
decision.  Anyone  suggested  was  wrong  for  one  side  or  the  other.  One  or 
two  individuals  had  been  suggested.  Some  thought  men  like  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  Manchester  or  the  Town  Clerk  ought  to  be  asked  to  adjudicate. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South-Western  Section)  said  what  wisdom  and 
experience  there  was  in  the  trade  union  and  co-operative  movements  as  a 
whole  should  be  helpful  and  valuable.  They  should  get  into  touch  with  the 
Advisory  Council  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators. 

Mr.  G.  Bedford  (Northern  Section)  said  that  they  in  the  North  of 
England  were  losing  faith  in  the  Conciliation  Boards.  He  instanced  a  case 
where  the  individual  representing  the  men's  side  was  at  every  meeting,  even 
to  the  matter  going  up  to  the  National  Board.  Some  alteration  was  needed. 
No  man  who  sat  on  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  could  adjudicate  properly 
on  a  ConciLiation  Board.  So  far  as  his  own  district)  was  concerned,  some 
drastic  action  would  have  to  be  taken. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  whole  matter  be  referred  for  consideration  to  the 
United  Board. 

By  this  time  many  members  of  the  Board  had  left  the  room  to  catch 
their  respective  trains  to  distant  places.  Before  the  Chairman  closed  the 
proceedings, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  said  she  was  dissatisfied  with  the  time  devoted  to 
the  consideration  of  that  Report.  It  was  of  such  immense  importance,  and 
the  members  of  the  Central  Board  were  responsible  for  it.  They  ought  to 
devote  at  least  three  days  to  the  consideration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  remarked  thab  many  m«nbers  of  the 
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Board  had  left  the  room.  If  they  did  not  go,  then  they  would  not  get  home 
until  the  following  day.  Yet  if  everybody  did  the  same  there  would  not 
have  been  any  meeting.     They  ought  to  stay  until  the  meeting  was  finished. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  (North- Western  Section)  said  the  time  devoted  to  the 
report  was  quite  inadequate  to  discuss  the  important  matters  it  contained. 
Not  half  the  members  of  the  Board  were  jwesent,  and  they  were  discussing 
matters  of  the  utmost  importance.  It  was  not  creditable  to  the  Board,  nor 
conducive  to  the  well-being  of  the  movement. 

Mr.  A.  Pdedie  (Scottish  Section)  said  if  there  were  less  verbiage  at  the 
commencement  of  the  meeting  and  more  concentration  on  the  vital  points,  then 
they  would  get  through  all  right. 

The  proceedings  then  concluded  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 
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SATURDAY,   1 8th  MAY,   1918. 
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The  members  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  met  on 
Saturday,  18th  May,  to  consider  business  likely  to  come  before  the  Congress. 
The  meeting  was  held  in  the  Civil  Court  Room  in  St.  George's  Hall.  Mr. 
G.  Goodenough  (North- Western  Section)  presided,  and  the  following  members 
were  present  :  — 

Irish  Section. 
Messrs.  R.  Fleming,  W.  J.  M'Guffin,  and  J.  Palmer;  also  Mr.  W.  M.  Knox 

(secretary). 

Midland  Section. 
Messrs.   G.   Bastard,  J.   Butcher,  W.  J.  Douse,  G.   Harris,  J.   Langley,   W. 
Millerchip,  J.  Millington,  C.  A.  W.  Saxton,  and  J.  G.  Shacklock. 

Northern  Section. 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Alston,  G.  Bedford,  J.  Davison,  S.  Galbraith,  M.P..  a.nd  W.  R. 
Rae ;  also  A.  Stoddart  (secretary). 

Nori-h-Western  Section. 
TVIessrs.  W.  R.  Blair.  E.  Booth,  J.  R.  Cunliffe,  W.  Dewhurst,  S.  Fairbrother, 
S.  R.  Foster,  G.  Goodenough,  J.  Greenwood,  W.  Gregory,  F.  Hayward, 
A.    Horricks,   J.    Johnston,   G.    Major,   T.    Red f earn,    VV.    Swindlehurst, 
J.  Thompison.  T.  Way,  and  B.  Woolfenden. 

Scottish  Section. 
Messrs.  J,  Allan,  G.  Bisset,  J.  Lucas,  N.  M'Lean.  J.  Patterson,  A.  Purdie, 
and  G.  Wilson. 
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Southern  Section. 
Mrs.   M.  A.   Gasson,  Messrs.  J.   H.   Bate,  W.  T.   Charter,  M.   H.   Clear,   S. 
Foulger,  A.   Hainsworth,  E.  King,  R.  Rowsell,  and  W.  J.   Salmon ;  also 
E.  0.  Greening,  A.  W.  Golightly,  and  H,  J.  May  (hen.  members),  and 
B.  Williams  (secretary). 

South-Western  Section. 
Mrs.  Found,  Messrs.  W.  Brown,  J.  T.  Davis,  and  W.  H.  Watkins. 

Western  Section. 
Messrs.   W.   Bryant,  R.  R.  Chappell,  J.   P.  Davies,  D.   Evans,   H.   Watkins, 

and  D.  Williams;  also  E.  R.  Wood  (hon.  member). 
Also  th«  General  and  Assistant  Secretaries,  and  T.  Wood  (auditor). 

The  Chairman  :  The  first  business  on  thel  agenda  is  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  meeting,  held  on  13th  April.  These  have  been  circulated.  Are  they 
a  correct  record  of  what  took  place?     "  Agreed." 

Since  we  last  met  Mr.  C.  J.  Beckett,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Central 
Board,  and  Mr.  S.  Butler,  an  active  meniber  of  the  Central  Board,  have 
"  passed  on."     1  would  ask  you  to  stand  in  your  places  as  a  token  of  respect. 

The  members  reverently  paid  their  tribute  to  the  memory  of  their  departed 
colleagues  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  Chairman. 

The  next  item  on  the  agenda  was  the  election  of  two  tellers,  and  without 
any  discussion  Mr.  R.  Rowsell  (Southern  Section)  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Aiston 
(Northern  Section)  were  elected. 

MIDLAND   SECTIONAL   SECRETARY. 

The  General  Secretary  intimated  that  the  United  Board  had 
unanimously  elected  Mr.  C.  A.  W.  Saxton  (Worcester)  to  be  permanent 
.seoretaxy  of  the  Midland  Section,  and  that  Mr.  Saxton  would  commence  his 
duties  in  the  first  week  of  June. 

Mr.  Saxton  thanked  the  menibers  of  the  United  Board,  and  promised  to 
do  his  best,  as  he  had  always  done. 

THE   LABOUR  ADVISER. 

The  General  Secreiary  recalled  that  the  question  of  the  Labour  Adviser's 
appointment  had  been  deferred  till  that  meeting,  as  it  was  thought  more 
would  be  known  about  the  effect  of  the  Man-Power  Bill,  and  whether  the 
Union  staff  would  be  affected  by  it.  Mr.  May  had  been  making  special 
inquiries,  and  had  asked  that  the  Union  should  be  regarded  as  a  National 
Union.     Mr.  May  might  give  some  information  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  H.  J.  May  (hon.  member.  Southern  Section)  said  he  was  afraid  he 
could  not  give  information  definitely ;  but,  so  far  as  the  staff  of  the  Union 
was  concerned,  the  representations  made  were  being  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 
He  had  an  interview  with  an  oflacial  of  the  Ministry;  the  names  of  all 
members  of  the  staff  who  were  employed  in  an  administrative  capacity,  and 
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who  w«re  of  military  age,  were  sent  in.  In  order  to  get  something  definite 
lin  writing  he  had  pressed  for  a  reply,  and  had  received  a  note  stating  that 
the  matter  waa  having  attention  and  that  a  further  letter  would  be  sent. 
The  authorities  he  had  consulted  had  all  said  that  conditions  which  applied 
to  trade  union  officials  should  also  apply  to  the  officials  of  the  Union.  The 
man  at  Manchester  who  acted  as  the  warehouseman  did  not  come  into  the 
aiTangement,  because  he  was  not  acting  in  an  administrative  capacity ;  but  the 
rest  had  been  accepted  in  that  category. 

The  General  Secretary  said  it  looked  as  if  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
about  the  Labour  Adviser,  and  Mr.  Pollitt  commencing  his  duties  would  have 
no  effect  upon  the  present  members  of  the  staff — and  that  was  what  they 
had  been  afraid  of.  All  that  they  wanted  was  to  safeguard  the  interests  of 
the  Union,  so  that  its  work  would  be  carried  on.  They  were  anxiously 
waiting  to  get  Mr.  Pollitt  to  work.  During  the  past  week  they  had  had  two 
cases  remitted  to  the  National  Conciliation  Board.  Had  Mr.  Pollitt  been 
in  office  he  would  have  been  able  to  prepare  information  for  the  Conciliation 
Board  equal  to  that  prepared  by  the  opposite  aide,  who  always  came  with 
the  cases  prepared  as  to  the  finest  details.  They  at  the  Union  were  anxious 
to  get  Mr.  Pollitt  to  work,  if  the  staff  were  not  to  be  interfered  with. 

Mr.  A.  Purdie  (Scottish  Section)  thought  that  this  matter  had  been  too 
long  delayed,  and  he  moved  that  Mr.  Pollitt  be  started  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  They  had  heard  from  Mr.  May  that  it  would  not  interfere 
with  the  office  staff.  He  held  out  for  Mr.  PoUitt's  appointment  a  year  ago, 
and  he  knew  that  there  would  have  been  different  views  taken  if  Mr.  Pollitt 
had  been  at  work. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  seconded  the  proposal.  It  had  never 
entered  into  his  conception  that  the  staff  had  anything  to  do  with  the  delay 
in  Mr.  Pollitt  taking  up  his  appointment. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North- Western  Section)  said  lit  was  no  credit  to  the 
Union  that  the  matter  had  been  delayed  so  long.  Mr.  Pollitt  should  have 
been  at  work  six  months  ago,  and  he  moved  that  Mr.  PoUitt's  appointment 
date  from  1st  June. 

Mr.  G.  Major  (North- Western  Section)  approved  of  Mr.  Redfearn's 
proposal,  but  disagreed  with  his  protest.  The  staff  got  the  wind  up  twelve 
months  ago,  and  it  was  cheering  to  find  that  they  had  now  got  the  wind 
down.  It  was  not  due  to  the  action  of  the  Central  Board  that  the  appointment 
did  not  take  place — they  ought  to  point  out  that  it  was  the  result  of  the 
action  of  the  staff. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North- Western  Section)  :  I  move  that  the  question  be 
now  put. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Purdie's  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  suggested  that  some  financial  com- 
pensation should  be  made  to  Mr.  Pollitt  in  order  to  make  up  for  any  loss 
he  may  have  sustained  owing  to  the  long  delay  in  commencing  duty. 

The  question   was   discussed   and   the   suggestion   negatived,   the   voting 
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being: — For  the  previous  question,  34;  against,  14.     It  was  therefore  ruled 
that  Mr.  Pollitt's  salary  should  date  from  the  time  he  took  up  his  appointment. 

SECTIONAL  ELECTIONS. 

With  reference  to  the  Sectional  Boards,  the  General  Secretary  explained 
that  Mr.  S.  Butler,  of  Long  Eaton,  had  died  since  his  election  to  the  Midland 
Board.  The  M'idland  Board  had  met  that  morning,  and  have  agreed  to 
recommend  that  Mr.  W.  Warren,  the  highest  unsuccessful  candidate,  should 
be  held  to  be  elected.  He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  the  will  of  the  Central 
Board  that  Mr.  Warren  should  be  announced  among  the  new  members. 

It  was  agreed  that  that  should  be  done,  and  that  Mr.  Warren  should  be 
invited  to  attend  Tuesday's  meeting  of  the  Central  Board. 

The  General  Secretary  also  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Saxton,  who  had  been 
elected  a,  member  of  the  Midland  Board,  had  been  appointed  secretary  of 
the  section.  It  would  be  in  order  for  Mr.  Saxton  to  act  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  for  the  next  twelve  months,  but  at  the  end  of  the  twelve  months  it 
would  be  for  the  Central  Board  to  say  if  he  should  be  allowed  to  remain  a 
member  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  T.  Wood  (scrutineer)  reported  that  in  going  through  the  voting 
papers  for  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board  he  found  that  two  asterisks  indicating 
who  were  the  retiring  members  of  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board  had  slipped 
from  their  places  and  appeared  opposite  the  names  appearing  below.  The 
evidence  of  the  examination  of  the  papers  was  that  the  societies  selected 
special  candidates,  for  whom  they  voted — ^whether  retiring  candidates  or 
candidates  outside  that  category — and  then  they  placed  their  crosses  opposite 
the  retiring  candidates.  That  being  so,  and  the  two  asterisks  having  slipped, 
if  the  results  had  been  announced  with  the  results  of  the  elections  in  the 
other  sections,  it  might  have  meant  a  serious  injustice  done  to  one  of  the 
candidates — at  least  to  the  extent  of  about  ninety  votes.  Personally,  he  felt 
confident,  by  the  manner  in  which  these  votes  were  recorded,  that  they  were 
intended  for  the  retiring  candidate;  but  he  could  not  allow  the  result  to  be 
announced  without  consulting  that  meeting,  and  he  wanted  to  be  advised. 

The  General  Secretary  said  that  on  the  original  proof  of  the  voting 
paper  the  asterisks  were  opposite  the^  names  of  the  retiring  candidates,  but 
two  had  slipped..  It  was  customary,  particularly  in  the  Scottish  Section — 
they  had  noticed  it  year  after  year— that  the  societies  went  solidly  for  the 
retiring  candidates,  they  did  that  in  ninety  cases  out  of  a  hundred.  He 
noticed  that  there  was  something  wrong.  They  went  through  the  votes  of 
34  societies  that  had  always  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  in  the  way  indicated, 
and  their  votes  were  found  opposite  the  asterisks.  These  votes  totalled  to 
about  90,  and  by  deducting  these  votes  from  the  candidate  who  got  them 
and  placing  them  against  the  candidate  who  should  have  been  marked  by  an 
asterisk,  it  gave  him  the  total  he  had  had  at  the  last  two  elections.  He 
asked  the  Board's  advice  aa  to  whether  the  results  should  be  announced  as 
they  were  or  whether  there  should  be  another  election. 
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Mr.  M.  H.  Clear  (Southern  Section)  :  It  ie  not  our  business  to  interpret 
what  might  have  been.     I  move  that  we  have  another  election. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North-Western  Section)  said  he  had  thought  that 
something  had  gone  wrong  with  the  world  for  some  time.  Now  he  knew  what 
it  was  :  The  stars  in  their  courses  had  gone  wrong.     He  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  N.  Maclean  (Scottish  Section)  said  that,  axxording  to  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Whitehead,  eight  of  the  sitting)'  members  had  been  re-elected. 
They  had  lieen  legally  elected.  The  whole  question  resolved  itself  into  this  : 
These  eight  are  legally  elected,  and  the  dispute  is  only  with  regard  to  those 
from  whom  the  asterisks  have  slipped. 

Mr.  A.  Hainswor™  (Southern  Section)  :  There  can  be  no  legal  election 
if  there  is  a  misdirection  of  the  votei's,  and  the  whole  thing  must  be  done 
anew. 

Mr.  J.  Lucas  (Scottish  Section)  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  right  to 
issue  the  results  of  the  election.^  with  the  Scottish  Section  blank.  He  saw 
the  thing  in  the  Co-operuthe  A'ewAS,  and  it  had  set  many  rumours  afloat.  He 
held  that  a  legal  election  had  taken  place.  It  did  not  matter — and  he  was 
speaking  with  knowledge — it  did  not  matter  whether  the  paper  was  properly 
filled  up  or  not,  the  votes  were  there  and  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 
They  were  not  safe  in  saying  that  the  election  was  null  and  void, 

Mr.  Whitehead  :  We  have  not  said  it. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  :  Is  the  paper  legal  or  ii  it  not  ? 

The  General  Secretary  quoted  the  rule,  which  stated  that  the  voting 
papers  should  contain  the  names  of  the  candidates  in  alphabetical  order,  the 
retiring  members  to  be  denoted  by  an  asterisk.  One  of  the  retiring  c;andidates 
was  not  denoted  by  an  asterisk. 

Mr.  G.  Major  (North-Western  Section)  :  The  result  of  this  election  puts 
Scotland  down  a  peg 

Mr.  N.  Maclean  :  No,  it  is  the  English  printers  that 

Mr.  G.  Major  :  What  about  the  Scottish  societies  that  do  nut  know  their 
own  sectional  members  ? 

Mr,  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  rose  to  put  a  legal  point,  which  he  said 
would  have  to  be  tested.  The  slipping  of  the  asterisk  only  affect-ed  one 
member  of  the  Board.  The  eight  members  with  regard  to  whom  there  was 
no  mistake,  and  who  had  got  the  number  of  votes  necessary  to  secure  their 
election,  were  legally  elected.  If  any  names  were  now  to  be  put  to  the 
societies  it  was  only  the  names  of  those  affected  by  the  slipping  of  the  asterisk. 
The  other  eight  should  be  declared  duly  elected. 

Mr.  Wood  (scrutineer),  in  reply  to  Mr.  Blair's  question  as  to  the  legality 
of  the  paper,  said  he  would  agree  with  Mr.  Wilson,  but  the  only  objection 
was  that  it  accentuated  the  position  of  the  one  exception.  There  could  be 
no  question,  from  the  results  of  the  voting,  of  the  /position  of  those  already 
elected  if  a  new  election  were  to  take  place. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate  (Southern  Section)  :  Suppose  some  of  those  now  elected 
find  themselves  on  the  other  list  ? 
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The  General  Secretary  :  Those  who  have  bean  elected  have  nothing  to 
fear.  There  were  eight  old  members  elected  and  two  others.  Neither  of 
these  two  were  candidates  against  whose  names  the  asterisks  were  placed. 
Through  the  asterisks  slipping  it  had  allowed  one  of  these  to  go  in.  He 
thought  they  should  let  this  go  to  the  Congress. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  moved  that  there  should  be 
a  fresh  election  for  the  Scottish  Section,  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  existing 
members  continue  to  act. 

Mr.  N.  Maclean  (Scottish  Section)  :  You  have  a,  record  of  the  societies 
that  voted.  You  should  ask  them  to  state  for  whom  they  voted,  and  yow 
will  then  find  whether  the  slipping  of  the  asterisks  had  any  effect. 

Mr.  G.  BissET  (Scottish  Section)  reminded  Mr.  Blair  that  eight  of  the 
members  were  already  elected. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  :  That  is  so.  Eight  members  are 
elected,  and  the  Scottish  Section  are  determined  that  a  general  election  for 
the  whole  of  the  members  shall  not  take  place.  The  slipping  of  the  asterisks 
only  involves  the  question  of  one  member,  and  we  claim  that  eight  members 
have  been  duly  elected. 

The  General  SECREXARi'  :  If  you  find  this  a  good  ballot  paper,  one  of 
your  members  is  unseated,  and  there  are  not  eight,  but  ten,  members  elected 
to  the  Sectional  Board. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Davis  (South-Western  Section)  said  they  heard  a  good  deal 
about  the  lead  that  Scotland  was  supposed  to  give  to  the  rest  of  the  kingdom, 
but  they  had  now  heard  that  it  was  their  custom  to  put  their  votesi  against 
names  with  asterisks.  That  did  not  reflect  favourably  upon  the  intelligence 
of  the  Scottish  electors.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  had  been  a  mistake 
on  the  voting  paper,  the  only  democratic  thing  to  do  was  to  have  another 
election  in  Scotland. 

Mr.  P.  Loney  (Scottish  Section)  :  Who  is  responsible  for  the  declaration 
of  the  ix)ll  ?  We  have  it  from  Mr.  Wood  that  there  are  eight  members  of  the 
Scottish  Section  re-elected. 

Mr.  T.  Wood  :  According  to  the  regulations  of  the  Union  the  voting 
paper  was  not  in  order,  and  for  that  reason  it  wa.s.  thought  better  to  submit 
the  whole  case  to  you  and  to  Congress. 

Mr.  W.  Brown  (South-Westerh  Section)  :  I  move  that  the  question  be 
now  put. 

This  was  seconded,  and  the  chairman  was  about  to  put  thei  question  to 
the  vote  when 

Mr.  A.  Purdie  wanted  to  speak,  but  this  was  objected  to,  and  Mr.  Blair 
was  asked  to  read  his  motion  (stated  above). 

There  were  protests  from  the  Scottish  members  against  the  matter  being 
put. 

Mr.  J.  Allan  (Scottish  Section)  asked  if  he  had  not  heard  Mr.  Wood 
say  that  eight  of  the  present  members  were  re-elected  ?  Wae  there  any 
reason  on  earth  why  these  men  should  be  kept  in  doubt  because  of  the  mistake 
with  reference  to  one  ? 
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The  General  Secretary  asked  for  unanimity,  if  that  were  possible. 

The  Chairman  :  My  niission  in  life  is  to  pour  oil  on  troubled  waters.  If 
an  amendment  is  now  allowed,  will  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board  accept  the 
finding. of  the  Central  Board?     (Dissent  from  Scottish  members.) 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHip  (Midland  Section)  wanted  to  move  that  the  paper 
be  considered  a  legal  paper,  and  that  all  those  elected  should  stand. 

The  Chairman  :  I  have  asked  the  Scottish  Section  if  they  would  agree, 
but  they  would  not. 

The  motion  by  Mr.  Blair  was  put,  and  no  hands  were  shown  against  it. 
(The  Scottish  members  did  not  vote.) 

The  Chairman  :  I  have  to  declare  the  motion  unanimously  carried. 

A  Voice  :  Not  unanimously  ! 

The  Chairman  :  Well,  nobody  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  Maclean,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Patterson  asked  that  their  protests 
against  the  finding  should  be  noted. 

Mr.  A.  Purdie  wanted  to  refer  further  to  the  matter,  but  the  chainnan 
said  it  had  now  been  decided.  Mr.  Loney  and  others  wished  to  speak  besides 
Mr.  Purdie,  but  the  Generad  Secretary  asked  the  Scottish  members  to  meet 
him  afterwards,  and  was  proceeding  to  the  next  business,  which  had  reference 
to  the  Women's  Guild, 

Mr.  Purdie,  however,  persisted  in  speaking,  and  alleged  that  there  was 
a  bias  getting  up  in  the  meeting  against  the  Scottish  delegates. 

The  General  Secretary  repeated  his  request  that  the  Scottish  members 
should  meet  him  afterwards. 

The  Scottish  delegates  retired  in  a  body  from  the  meeting,  Mr.  Maclean 
remarking  :  If  there  is  to  be  a  new  electioa,  we  are  not  members  of  the 
Sectional  Board  and  have  no  right  to  be  here. 

The  General  Secretary  :  You  are  wrong,  Mr.  Mactean.  You  are 
members  till  the  close  of  this  Congress. 

The  next  business  was  then  proceeded  with. 

WOMEN'S  GUILD  GRANTS. 

After  the  General  Secretary  had  given  a  brief  outline  of  the  position, 
Mr.    W.    T.    Charter   (Southern  Section)  moved — "  That  the   grants   be 
made  as  usual." 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  :  I  think  there  should  be  a 
conference  held  between  the  Central  Board  and  the  Women's  Guild  Committee. 
There  is  a  growth  of  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  in  the  guild,  as  well  as  in 
the  co-operative  movement,  at  the  present  strained  relations.  I  am  not  satisfied, 
for  I  do  not  believe  lin  the  attitude  of  independence,  because  there  cannot 
be  "  independence "  in  the  co-operative  movement.  I  believe  there  may  be 
some  harmony  of  interest  found  in  an  interview  which  cannot  be  found  in 
correspondence ;  and  I  move — "  That  the  matter  be  remitted  to  the  United 
Board  to  communicate  with  the  Women's  Guild  on  this  question."  I  do  not 
think  the  guild  can  realise  the  whole  of  the  question. 
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Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  :  I  move — "  That  we  only  have 
the  conference  if  the  guild  refuse  the  grant." 

Mr.  A.  W.  GoLiGHTLY  (hon.  niember,  Southern  Section)  :  I  deprecate  the 
strain  that  has  existed,  and  feel  it  would  be  wise  to  have(  a  conference  and 
bring  the  present  disagreeable  state  of  things  to  an  end.  But  I  cannot  tolerate 
the  idea  that  the  guild  is  independent,  and  although  I  think  Mr.  Blair's 
suggestion  is  good,  I  think  I  will  support  Mr.  Charter's  attitude  for  the 
present.     I  hope  the  other  can  bei  obtained. 

Mr.  A.  Hains WORTH  (Southern  Section)  :  I  think  you  should  try,  even 
although  we  have  tried  and  failed,  by  persuasion  and  reason  to  see  if  we 
could  get  some  agreement;  and  I  hope  the  Board  will  tak«  that  view,  for 
we  will  gain  in  every  way.     I  second  Mr.  Blair'a  motion. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Douse  (Midland  Section)  :  I  desire  very  modestly  indeed  to 
emphasise  what  I  have  ventured  to  say  the  last  two  years  :  that  if  we  had  had 
some  similar  method  to  Mr.  Blair's  this  painful  matter  might  have  been  ended. 
I  support  Mr.  Blair. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHiP  (Midland  Section)  :  Mr.  Douse  forgets  that  con- 
ferences have  been  held,  with  no  result.  The  Midland  is  the  only  sensible 
section.  There  are  only  a  few  who  are  responsible  for  the  present  deadlock, 
and  is  it  not  a  sign  of  weakness  if  we  pass  such  a  resolution,  in  view  of  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  attitude  of  the  Midlajid  Section  ?  They  will  say  :  "  The 
Central  Board  is  climbing  down ;  we  have  only  to  wait  a  little  time  and  they 
will  climb  right  down  and  we  will  get  all  we  want." 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South-Western  Section)  :  I  do  not  like  the  attitude  of 
the  Board,  not  only  to-day,  but  previously.  They  give  the  rank  and  file 
very  little  credit  for  brains  and  intelligence.  Surely  no  one  will  suggest  that 
the  people  who  go  to  the  Guild  Congress  have  no  lintelligence — and  there  are 
intelligent  people  elsewhere  than  in  the  Midlands.  I  see  Mr.  Charter's 
resolution  is  that  the  grant  should;  be  given  in  the  same  way  as  previously, 
and  as  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  gives,  because  the  guilds  are  doing 
valuable  work  for  the  movement.  I  feel  it  is  no  use  passing  a  resolution  like 
last  year ;  for  if  the  past  attitude  is  the  same  they  would  turn  it  down.  The 
past  work  of  the  guild  proves  that  they  work  for  the  movement,  and  not 
against  it. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell  (Western  Section)  :  I  suggest  that  we  bring  in 
conciliation  and  submit  the  whole  points  to  an  'independent  arbitrator.  Yes ! 
it  is  a  way  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  I  think  both  sides  would  agree  to  a 
decision  of  an  unbiassed  chairman.  We  do  not  want  to  see  this  disagreement 
going  on,  and  if  the  Women's  Guild  would  agree  to  that  suggestion  we  might 
get  out  of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  :  I  think  the  Central  Board  shouJd 
pass  a  resolution  giving  a  grant  of  the  sum  made  before  and  on  the  conditions 
given  to  the  Irish  and  Scottish  sections.  The  English  Guild  has  exaggerated 
thj  danger  that  would  result  in  accepting;  they  do  not  have  a  proper  idea 
of  the  value  of  conciliation.    We  do  not  want  to  interfere  with  their  freedom ; 
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wi3  do  not  want  to  dictate  things ;  but  we  want  to  be  considered  the  legitimate 
head  of  the  movement,  and  that  no  body  which  draws  support  should  claim 
absolute  independence.  1  urge  the  Central  Board,  in  spite  of  what  has  taken 
place,  to  treat  the  guild  as  the  other  guilds,  and  in  no  other  way. 

Mr.  W.  R.  BLAin  :  I  can  hold  my  resolution  up  till  you  pass  the  other 
resolution.     It  is  not  an  amendment;  it  is  a  separate  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  Redfeakn  (North- Western  Section)  :  I  second  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Rae.  Nearly  every  iSectional  Board  is  taken  up  by  this  question.  We  agreed 
to  give  them  the  grant  on  the  condition  they  should  not  take  up  any  political 
work  that  comes  under  the  control  of  the  Board.  If  the  women  want  an 
interview  they  only  need  to  ask.  I  see  no  reason  to  discuss  this  question, 
because  I  think  if  we  intend  to  retain  any  authority  over  the  functions  of 
thi?  ui.its  then  we  must  make  some  limit  to  the  doings  of  the  Women's  Guild. 
W.f  should  leti  the  Women's  Guild  go  and  do  its  work,  and  let  politicul 
questirns  stand  aside. 

Mr.  D  Williams  (Western  Section)  :  It  is  all  very  well  to  talk  about  the 
control  ci  the  Women's  Guild ;  what  we  forget  is  that  the  women  are  in 
advance  of  the  movement.  If  the  CeiitraJ  Biard  is  going  to  restrict  the 
guild's  powers,  it  wil]  be  a  bad  thing  for  the  co-operative  movement.  I  am 
in  favour  of  giving  the  grant  and  perfect  liberty.  The  movement  consists 
largely  of  women,  who  are  determined  to  fight  for  their  position  on  the  boards 
of  management,  and  the  Central  Board  is  taking  up  an  attitude  that  is 
preventing  them  from  having  liberty. 

Mr.  W.  J.  McGtjffix  (Irish  Executive)  :  As  a  democrat.  I  am  surprised 
at  the  attitude  of  the  Women's  Guild.  If  we  allow  everyone*  i^  do  as  they 
want,  God  help  discipline.  While  I  am  a  member  of  the  Board  I  shall 
endeavour  to  see  that  the  tail  shall  not  wag  the  dog. 

Mrs.  M.  Found  (South -Western  Section)  :  I  move — "That  the  grant  be 
given  unconditionally,"  as  it  wa,s  given  for  some  years. 

The  Chairman  :  Mrs.  Found  has  added  something  that  is  not  understood, 
and  I  rule  it  out.  I  suggest  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  will  get  the  true 
feeling  of  the  meeting,  for  a  grant  never  was  given  unconditionally. 

A  vote  was  taken  on  Mr.  Rae's  resolution,  and  it  was  carried  by  29  votes 
to  three. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair:  I  now  move — "That  a  conference  should  be  held 
between  the  two  bodiee."  Like  the  peace  moves,  "t  might  fail;  but  even 
these  might  not  always  fail.  There  i**  a.  growing  tendency  for  peace  on  the 
part  of  the  guild. 

Mr.  Douse  :  J  second  Mr.  Blair's  motion. 

Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  (North- Western  Section)  :  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  we  had  better  take  care  that  the  olive>  branch  does  not  turn  out  to  be 
a  holly  bush. 

The  Chairman  :  1  have  been  surprised  at  the  talk  about  the  matter  being 
painful.  I  do  not  see  where  it  is  painful.  We  have  offered  them  perfectly 
fair  terms ;  and  I  suggest  that,  if  Mr.  Blair  will  consider  it.  this  resolution 
is  not  needed  at  all. 
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Ml'.  JJlair  :  We  aie  a  bigger  body  and  can  afford  to  be  magnanimouis.  1 
believe  tlie  resolution  will  pass;  and  when  the  resolution  in  regard  to 
auxiliary  bodies  is  passed  by  Congress,  a  new  feeling  will  spring  up  in  the 
minds  of  the  Women's  Guild,  and  negotiations  could  be  carried  through,  it 
is  largely  a  question  of  misunderstanding. 

Mr.  J.  Davison  (Northern  Section)  :  1  support  Mr.  Blair.  If  we  are  the 
stronger  and  the  wiser  of  the  two  sexes,  then  L  think  we  should  take  the 
nobler  stand.  It  is  not  strength  and  wisdom  that  we  should  stand  apart. 
We  should  invjte  the  women  to  discuss  the  S':tuation,  and,  if  we  find  the 
women  in  the  right,  we  can  admit  it. 

Mr.  A.  W.  GoLiGHTLY  (hon.  member,  Southern  Section)  :  I  want  it  to  be 
perfectly  clear  that  there  is  no  talk  of  bending  from  our  attitude.  The 
(luestion  has  been  raised  sufficiently  here,  and  the  women  have  found  out 
that  the  Board  maintains  its  position  a*  the  elected  government  of  the  move- 
ment. Mr.  Blair's  resolution  should  convey  that  firmly.  Personally  1  would 
like  to  see  the  matter  ended,  for  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  think 
they  will  have  to  make  up  the  deficiency  which  the  refusal  to  take  the  grant 
causes,  and  I  hope  it  is  only  a  case  of  common-sense  men  and  common-sense 
women  getting  together  and  removing  the  impasse. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  :  The  co-operative  movement  has 
decided  to  take  up  politics,  so  you  see  politics  will  come  up  and  women  will 
not  be  able  to  discuss  them.  T  want  to  go  into  definite  points.  I  suggest 
that  no  round-table  conference  be  held  until  the  United  Board  decides  on 
what  basis  it  will  be  held,  so  that  we  can  decide  our  steps  beforehand. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (M'idland  Section)  urged  that  Mr.  Blair  should  accept 
the  round-table  conference,  and  that  the  position  should  be  explained  to  the 
women.  This  was  not  an  agreement ;  it  was  an  implied  understanding  by  a 
subsidiary  body.  Mr.  Whitehead  seemed  to  suggest  that  the  guild  misunder 
stood  what  was  meant  by  an  auxiliaiy  body.  The  question  was  of  the  women 
giving  up  their  independence  in  their  own  Congress.  It  meant  that  they  as 
a  body  elected,  who  had  the  custodianship'  of  the  movement  in  their  hands, 
would  not  be  doing  their  duty  if  they  allowed  any  body  to  take  that  from 
them  or  shelve  it  to  the  United  Board. 

Mr.  W.  Grexsory  (North- Western  Section)  said  there  could  be  no  truth 
in  the  statement  that  the  women  did  not  know  the  details  of  the  conditions 
in  this  matter.  The  guild  came  before  the  Board,  and  the  Board  argued  the 
matter  with  them  point  by  point.  The  Board  had  no  desire  to  restrict  the 
women  in  doing  any  kind  of  work  which  the  movement  permitted  the  Board 
to  do.  The  guild  was  put  on  the  same  plane  as  the  Board.  The  Board  gave 
the  gu'ld  permission  to  do  anything  that  they  themsflves  were  permitted  to 
do.  They  could  only  use  the  money  subscribed  by  the  movement  in.  accordance 
with  the  conditions  laid  down  by  Congress.  How  could  the  Board  give  money 
to  the  guild  to  carry  on  propaganda  that  the  Board  was  not  allowed  to  carry 
on?  The  position  was  not  created  by  the  Board.  They  had  been  told  that 
the  guild  could  not  accept  the  grant  unless  they  had  full  freedom  to  do  what 
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they  liked  with  it.     The  Board  could  not  use  freedom  like  that  themselves, 
and  tkey  could  not  grant  it  to  others. 

Mr.  MiLLERCHiP  moved — "That  the  question  be  row  put." 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair,  having  replied,  there  voted — For  Mr.  Blair's  resolu 
tion,  25;  against,  19. 

The  Chairman  declared  Mr.  Blair's  propo^sal  carried. 

The  next  business  was  the  question  of  grants  to  the  Scottish  and  Irish 
Guilds. 

The  General  Secretary  intimated  that  last  year  the  grants  had  been 
increased  from  £150  to  £175  for  the  Scottish  Guild  and  from  £30'  to  £50  for 
the  Irish  Guild. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  moved— "  That  the  Scottish  Guild  get  £200."  But 
it  was  agreed  to  give  £175  and  £50  respectively,  as  last  year. 

THE  PERMANENT  EXECUTIVE. 

The  General  Secretary  intimated  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  J. 
Johnston  (North-Western  Section)  disagreeing  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  Survey  Committee  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  paid 
Executive  for  the  Union. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  said  the  reason  he  did  nob  speak  on  this  when  it  was 
before  the  Central  Board  meeting  was  that  he  did  not  realise  that  it  wae  passed 
until  Mrs.  Found  spoke  on  the  next  question,  and  he  was  then  inxled  out  of  order. 
He  disagreed  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Survey  Committee  on  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  repoi't.  It  was  a  step  in  the  wrong  direction,  and 
was  going  away  from  democracy  to  bureaucracy.  It  might  be  said  they  had 
such  a  committee  in  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  but  the  two  cases 
were  entirely  different.  The  business  transactions  of  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society  were  quite  different  from  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  and  the  two 
things  were  not  compatible,  and  the  argmnents  for  the  necessity  for  such 
a  committee  in  the  wholesale  did  not  apply  to  the  necessity  for  it  in  the 
Union.  The  recommendation  had  not  been  sufficiently  considered.  He 
opposed  it  when  it  was  before  the  North- Western  Sectional  Board.  It  would 
take  the  power  out  of  the  hands  of  the  democracy  and  would  put  it  into  the 
hands  of  a  select  body  who  would  be  elected.  Ours  was  essentially  a 
democratic  movement,  and  unless  we  kept  control  of  the  work  of  the  Union 
in  the  hands  of  the  elected  members  of  the  Sectional  Boards  it  would  tend  to 
i-educe  popular  control.  What  was  the  necessity  for  making  a  change  of  this 
sort.  He  never  called  at  the  offices  of  the  Unior^  without  seeing  a  number 
of  members  of  the  Board  from  all  iparts  of  the  country.  They  had  permanent 
officials  :  a  general  secretary,  an  assistant  secretary,  a  director  of  studies,  a 
secretary  for  the  Educational  Department,  and  they  had  appointed  a  Labour 
Adviser.  They  were  spending  a  good  deal  of  money  on  officials  who  were 
necessary,  but  this  would  bring  a  serious  addition  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Union,  and  some  societies  were  doubtful  whether  they  were  getting  full  value 
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for  the  expenditure.  He  moved  that  this  recommendation  should  be  referred 
back. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South- Western  Section)  :  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board  we  adopted  this  report.    Is  it  competent  to  discuss  it  now? 

The  Chairman  :  It  is  on  the  agenda. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  :  The  whole  report  was  discussed 
and  accepted. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section)  :  I  move  we  proceed  to  next  busi- 
ness.    ("  Agreed  !  ") 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  :  I  give  notice  that  I  will  raise  the  matter  at  Congress. 

POLITICAL  POLICY. 

Mr.  J.  Johnston  moved  the  following  resolution,  of  which  he  had  sent  in 
notice  : — 

That   the    Central    Board    recommends   the    Congress    to   revise   the 

Parliamentary  programme  of  co-operative  political  policy  adopted 

at  the  Emergency   Conference   held   in   London  in   October  last 

on   more  definite  aaid   complete  lines,  as  indicated   in  the  copy 

supplied    to    members   of    the   Central    Board,    and    to   make   it 

obligatory    on    all    approved    co-operative    candidates    seeking 

election  to  Parliament  to  adopt  such  programme  and  issue  -it  as 

part  of  their  election  address. 

Mr.   Johnston,  recalling  the  Prestwich  election,   said  that  Mr.   May,   in  his 

programme,  made  no  reference  to  his  being  the  co-operative  candidate.     (Mr. 

May  corrected  Mr.  Johnston  upon  this  point.)     He  believed  that  if  we  were 

now  going  to  fight  for  co-operative  advancement  we  must  not  hide  our  light 

under  a  bushel,  and  he  proceeded  to  .point  out  the  effect  of  the  changes  and 

additions  he  proposed. 

The  resolution  was  not  seconded,  and  the  meeting  proceeded  to  the  next 
l)iisiness. 

SCOTTISH  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY  AND  SURVEY  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  wanted  the  meeting  to  approve  of  a 
resolution  which  would  expreiss  the  feeling  that  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  directors  had  not  treated  the  Survey  Committee  with  the 
consideration  they  were  entitled  to  expect.  After  some  little  discussion  with 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  they  have  set  to  work  to  prepare  the 
information  the  Trade  Sub-committee  of  the  Survey  Committee  wanted  ;  but 
the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Board  had  withheld  any  possi- 
bility of  getting  that  information.  They  had  declined  to  ha/e  a  talk  round 
the  table  with  members  of  the  Trade  Sub-committee.  The  Survey  Committee 
would  like  to  be  allowed  to  move  at  Congress — 

That  this  Congress,  having  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  questions 
which  the  Survey  Committee  is  investigating,  regrets  that  it  has 
not  been  possible  for  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
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to  meet  representatives  of  the  Survey  Comm'ittee,  or  to  submit 
answers  to  their  questions,  and  expresses  its  opinion  that  it  is 
desirable  that  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  should 
receive  representatives  of  the  Survey  Committee  or  submit  replies 
to  their  questions  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  in  order  that  the 
report  of  the  Survey  Committee  may  be  completed  and  be 
presented  to  the  movement  at  an  early  date. 
Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section),  who  seconded  the  resolution,  said  : 
I  think  it  is  necessary  to  take  strong  action.     ("  Agreed.") 

Mr.  E.  0.  Greening  (hon.  member,  Southern  Section)  :  I  want  to  make 
an  appeal  to  the  two  Wholesale  Societies  to  meet  the  Survey  Committee  and 
give  all  the  information  in  their  power.  I  have  been  struck  by  the  excellent 
results  that  have  come  from  the  Survey  Report.  The  great  Empire  of  China 
maintains  a  permanent  survey  committee  in  the  shape  of  a  Board  of  Censors, 
and  that  ha^  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  continuance  of  the  Empire  for 
thousands  of  years  when  others  have  fallen  away.  My  suggestion  is  that,  in 
some  form  or  other,  we  should  devise  a  permanence  of  the  work  of  the  Survey 
Committee. 

Mr.    J.   P.    Davies    (Western   Section)  :     Has   the   Scottish   Co-opei-ative 
Wholesale  Society  been  informed  that  this  coui-se  is  about  to  be  taken? 
Mr.  Rae  :    No;   they  got  the  letter  too  late. 

The  Chairman  :  It  is  agreed,  then,  to  go  on  with  the  motion  and,  in  the 
meantime,  to  get  into  touch  with  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesafe  Society 
and  let  them  know,  and  if  they  agree,  that  this  will  be  withdrawn. 

THE  FINANCES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Mr.  F.  Hayward  (North- Western  Section)  :  I  think  we  need  to  look  at 
this  matter  entirely  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Union  as  a  whole.  The 
income  is  a  steady  amomit,  but  the  expenditure  has  arisen  in  greater  ratio, 
and  the  total  expenditure  has  exceeded  the  amount  of  societies'  contributions. 
We  would  have  liad  a  debit  balance  if  it  had  not  been  for  investments.  I 
think  we  have  got  to  look  at  this  matter  and  examine  our  position  for  tlie 
future,  or  we  will  be  in  a  worse  position  next  year  than  ever  before.  There 
is  the  cost  of  the  Labour  Adviser,  the  permanent  secretary  for  the  Midland 
Section,  tlie  increase  of  postage  and  printing,  and  the  Legal  Department; 
take  all  these  as  definitely  decided  and  there  is  an  increased  expenditure  of 
£2,000  on  the  figures  submitted.  We  have  either  got  to  increase  our  income 
or  decrease  our  expenditure.  There  are  methods,  by  co-ordinating  the  work 
between  the  sections,  in  which  economies  could  be  effected  without  destroying 
the  efficiency  of  the  Union.  Very  large  sums  of  money  are  spent  in  some 
sections  on  certain  objects  and  nothing  in  others  on  these  particular  items. 
Various  sections,  of  course,  stand  in  various  ways ;  but  if  we  had  an  arrange- 
ment whereby  sections  could  be  controlled  on  a  common  basis  between  the 
Central  Board  and  the  sections,  we  could  do  equally  effective  work  at  a  con- 
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siderably  reduced   expenditure.      If  this  matter   is  left  over  till  next  year 
you  will  be  face  to  face  then  with  a  serious  deficiency. 

The  General  Secretary  :  It  is  true  that  large  societies  could  easily  have 
paid  the  expenditure  of  some  of  the  propaganda  work,  and  the  sub-committee 
think  there  could  be  some  co-ordination.  It  is  a  point  which  has  often  been 
considered,  and  the  Finance  Committee  has  given  instructions  for  a  further 
detailed  statement  to  be  prepared  on  an  average  sum  per  member  of  a  society 
as  a  basis. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHip  (Midland  Section)  :  I  think  there  can  be  no  objection 
to  the  way  in  which  the  sections  spend  the  money  so  long  as  it  is  on  co- 
operative lines  and  on  co-operative  principles.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
enter  into  comparisons  because  comparisons  are  odious,  and  it  is  likely  to  set 
off  one  section  against  another.  If  you  look  at  the  Midland  Section's  expenses 
you  will  find  these  are  increased  mainly  by  railway  fares  and  fees,  which  have 
increased  by  the  dislocation  of  the  railway  service.  I  think  you  will  find.it  is 
both  economical  and  successful,  and  compares  with  any  of  the  other  sections 
favourably.  But  eveiy  section  has  adopted  its  own  methods,  because  these 
are  suitable  to  the  area,  and  this  is  perfectly  fair.  For  heaven's  sake  do  not 
let  us  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  the  societies  that  are  doing  all  the  pro- 
paganda work  and  getting  the  value  of  increased  subscriptions.  That  work 
does  not  want  curtailment,  but  development.  Then,  because  a  society  is  big 
you  want  it  to  pay  for  its  speakers ;  and  yet  we  are  continually  telling  societies 
that  they  pay  for  their  propaganda  by  their  subscriptions  to  the  Union.  Let 
us  tell  the  societies  plainly  :  Increase  your  subscriptions  so  that  the  work  of 
propaganda  can  go  on. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South- Western  Section)  said  they  were  all  indebted 
to  Mr.  Hayward  for  directing  their  attention  to  this,  but  he  accepted  Mr. 
Millerchip's  view,  that  if  they  increased  their  expenditure  their  income  would 
increase  accordingly.  Their  increase  came  out  of  the  increase  in  the  member- 
ship of  the  Union,  and  he  was  convinced  that  they  might  look  to  this  source 
for  a  great  increase  in  the  future.  He  also  believed  that  if  they  went  on  as 
they  were  doing  they  would  get  an  increase  in  the  subscriptions  from  societies 
willingly,  and  if  they  were  to  propose  an  increase  to  2d.  per  member  they 
would  get  it  from  the  movement.  He  would  like  to  see  the  Board  taking 
action  on  the  lines  of  increasing  the  expenditure  and  increasing  the 
subscriptions. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Goltghtly  (hon.  member,  Southern  Section)  :  There  are  items 
like  £522  for  the  Emergency  Conference.      Are  these  likely  to  recur? 

The  General  Secretary  :  We  are  not  sure.  We  have  a  proposal  for  an 
emergency  conference  in  the  autumn,  but  it  will  have  to  come  before  the 
United  Board. 

Mr.  T.  Redfearn  (North- Western  Section)  did  not  agree  with  either  Mr. 
Millerchip  or  Mr.  Watkins  that  more  could  be  got  from  the  societies.  When 
they  looked  at  the  estimate  of  the  year's  expenditure  it  would  be  admitted  to 
be  serious.      He  remembered  very  well  that  when  they  increased  the  sub- 
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scription  to  l^d.  per  member  they  had  difficulties  and  deputations.  If 
societies  read  the  report  and  saw  that  there  had  been  no  attempt  to  curtail 
the  expenditure,  and  saw  sectional  boards  sending  speakers  from  one  end  of 
the  section  to  the  other,  while  there  were  members  within  a  stone's  throw  on 
the  list,  they  would  say  it  was  wasteful  expenditure  and  should  stop.  It  was 
for  the  Office  Committee  to  take  these  matters  into  consideration,  and  where 
they  could  curtail  the  expenditure  it  should  be  done  rather  than  act  upon  the 
suggestion  that  the  societies  should  raise  their  subscriptions.  If  they  went 
on  at  the  rate  at  which  they  were  going  it  would  mean  the  bankruptcy  court. 

Mr.  G.  Major  (North- Western  Section)  thought  some  consideration  should 
be  paid  to  the  way  in  which  the  sections  were  spending  their  money.  He 
did  not  see  how  it  came  about  that  one  Sectional  Board  spent  19  per  cent  in 
the  section  and  another  spent  63  per  cent.  The  Midland  Section  only  spent 
28  per  cent.  There  was  something  extravagant  when  the  expenditure  varied 
from  19  per  cent  to  63  per  cent.  He  thought  there  should  be  something  more 
like  uniformity'  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section)  pointed  out  that  there  should  be 
more  differentiation  between  large  and  small  societies.  It  was  from  the  large 
society  they  had  got  the  big  subscriptions,  and  these  societies  were  doing  many 
things  for  themselves.  In  his  own  section  they  had  five  speakei's  from  the 
Union,  but  that  did  not  mean  a  tenth  part  of  their  own  expenditure.  In 
comparison  with  what  the  Union  spent  on  those  speakers,  Birmingham  had 
spent  £100  to  £150.  One  section  had  to  spend  more  than  another  ;  one  might 
need  more  than  another.  The  section  that  spent  the  largest  amount  wa*  a 
co-operative  desert  at  present  and  had  often  to  send  a  speaker  150  miles.  The 
need  there  was  greater  than  elsewhere.  If  more  money  was  needed  he  thought 
the  Union  could  justify  the  expenditure. 

The  General  Secretary  explained  that  the  Sub-office  Committee  only 
wanted  to  bring  the  advancing  expenditure  before  the  notice  of  the  Board. 
They  proposed  to  bring  it  up  again. 

Mr.  A.  W.  GoLiGHTLY  :  Is  it  proposed  to  bring  this  before  Congress ' 
When  these  large  expenditures  are  contemplated  it  seems  to  me  that  you 
should  appri.se  the  movement. 

The  General  Secretary  :  This  is  outlined  in  the  report  of  the  work  of 
the  Union. 

For  the  Parliamentary  Fund  we  have  received  a  total  of  £5,271.  7s.  2d. 
Tliis  is  in  addition  to  the  £1,000  which  we  have  not  yet  received  from  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

CONGRESS  PROCEDURE. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  reminded  the  meeting  that  they  were 
proposing  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  Parliamentary  Representation 
Committee.  It  had  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  Goodenough  to  move  these.  He 
believed  Mr.  Goodenough  was  not  enthusiastically  in  favour  of  the  proposals, 
and  he  thought  Mr.  Goodenough  should  therefore  be  relieved  of  this  duty. 
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After  some  deliberation,  it  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Hayward  should  move 
the  proposal  and  that  Mr.  Charter  should  second. 

The  General  Secretary  intimated  that  he  had  received  two  amendments 
to  the  constitutional  proposals.  One  was  from  the  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation  asking  to  be  represented  on  the  Central  Committee. 

It  was  agreed  to  accept  this  if  Congress  agreed. 

The  other  was  from  Clydebank,  Cowlairs,  St.  George,  St.  Rollox,  and 
Shettleston  societies  asking  for  a  separate  committee  to  be  instituted  for 
Scotland. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-Western  Section)  pointed  out  that  the  general 
trend  of  Scotland  in  this  matter  had  been  more  progressive  than  in  England, 
and  in  some  cases  in  Scotland  they  were  working  with  Labour  Councils.  It 
was  questionable  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  Scotland  take  this 
action. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South- Western  Section)  said  they  were  proposing  to 
set  up  sectional  coimcils  and  to  make  one  section  a  separate  committee  was 
not  consistent  with  the  ideas  put  forward  in  the  scheme  presented  to  Congress. 
Personally,  he  saw  no  reason  for  Scotland's  claim  to  act  on  behalf  of  Scotland 
in  a  definite  way.  If  the  finances  were  conducted  nationally  there  should  be 
no  separation. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  explained  that  the  United  Board  had  sent  him  to  the 
Scottish  National  Conference.  He  found  that  the  whole  feeling  in  Scotland 
on  this  matter  arose  out  of  a  mistake  made  somewhere  by  somebody.  In 
Scotland  they  had  political  organisations  in  operation.  They  desired  that 
these  political  organisations  should  be  accepted  under  the  new  scheme,  but 
because  they  did  not  fit  in  with  the  details  they  were  turned  down.  It  was 
not  quite  the  fault  of  the  Scottish  societies  that  they  had  taken  the  attitude 
the  amendment  showed,  as  he  had  heard  their  description  of  the  situation 
at  the  national  conference. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South-Western  Section)  :  There  was  a  difficulty 
which  arose  between  Scotland  and  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Com- 
mittee, but  it  was  with  regard  to  the  old  scheme — the  scheme  of  local  councils 
as  originally  recommended.  The  new  proposals  to  come  before  Congress 
did  away  with  those  diflficulties. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section)  :  We  want  to  look  upon  this 
matter  in  the  same  way  as  we  look  upon  the  women's  guilds.  We  could  not 
do  this  for  Scotland  without  doing  injustice  to  the  movement.  The  whole 
existing  machinery  should  be  adopted  to  apply  to  the  whole  country.  The 
Scottish  scheme  and  methods  of  work  are  not  in  conformity  with  the  scheme 
adopted  by  the  Emergency  Conference.  The  existing  arrangements  in 
Scotland  do  not  harmonise,  and  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  start  sectionalising 
this  great  scheme.  To  have  a  separate  and  distinct  policy  for  different  parts 
of  the  country  would  detract  from  the  national  power  which  the  movement  is 
desirous  of  wielding.     ("Agreed.") 
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MEMBERS'  EXPENSES. 

On  the  recommendation  of  tlie  Office  Committee  it  was  agreed  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  be  entitled  to  charge  nine  days'  expi  nsps  fr.r  Uu-  Congress. 

THE  ELECTION  OF  SECTIONAL  BOARDS. 
The  General  Secketary  intimated  that  a  letter  had  been  received  from 
the  Northern  Sectional  Board  regarding  the  Survey  Committee's  recommenda- 
tion that  thei'e  should  be  district  nominations  and  sectional  voting.  It  was 
pointed  out,  however,  that  the  Board  had  adopted  the  Survey  Committee's 
Report. 

EXCESS    PROFITS    DUTY   REFUNDED. 

The  General  Secretary  submitted  a  letter  from  the  Leeds  Society 
intimating  that  £14,593  charged  for  excess  profits  duty  had  been  refunded, 
and  thanking  the  Union  for  its  sei'vices  in  connection  with  the  claim  for  the 
return  of  the  rnoncy. 

TEES-SIDE  FEDERATION. 

The  General  Secretary  also  submitted  a  letter  from  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  regarding  future  developments.  The  letter  referred  to  a 
meeting  of  the  No.  7  District  Conference,  on  11th  ^lay,  at  which  Mr.  Bedford, 
a  member  of  the  Northern  Sectional  Board,  read  a  paper.  The  strong  point 
of  the  paper  had  reference  to  the  possibility  of  societies  producing  as  well  as 
distributing,  and  dwelt  upon  the  possibilities  of  Tees-side.  Seven  societies 
had  a.greed  to  form  a  federation  to  run  a  jam  factory  at  Stockton.  The  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society's  General  Board  had  this  matter  under  considera- 
tion and  desired  to  direct  attention  to  the  use  that  was  being  made  of  district 
conferences. 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHip  (Midland  Section)  :  Are  we  going  to  pass  a  resolution 
restricting  societies  from  producing  anything  for  themselves  ? 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  said  the  letter  should  be  referred  to  the  Northern  Section. 

Mr.  Whitehead  pointed  out  that  it  was  the  bigger  question  of  societies 
forming  federations,  for  productive  jjurposes,  that  was  involved. 

It  was  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  United  Board. 

Mr,  Rae  :   And  let  them  refer  it  to  the  Northern  Section. 

COUNSEL'S  OPINION  ON  AFFILIATION. 

The  General  Secretary  made  a  statement  with  regard  to  the  question 
of  the  affiliation  of  societies  with  political  parties,  and  read  a  fresh  opinion 
that  had  been  obtained.  It  was  intimated  that  the  whole  matter  could  be 
published  in  the  Union's  "Quarterly  Review." 

A  letter  was  also  read  from  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes,  M.P.,  regretting  that  he 
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could  not  be  present  at  the  Congress,  but  stating  that  he  ho^jed  to  send  a  few 
lines  that  could  be  read  at  Congress. 

This    concluded    the   business,    and    Mr.    Goodenough    was   thanked    for 
presiding. 


THE    CONGRESS    LUNCHEON. 


The  fourth  war-time  complimentary  luncheon  was  held  in  the  gorgeous 
guest  chamber  of  St.  Greorge's  Hall,  on  Saturday,  18th  May,  and  a  very 
agreeable  function  it  was,  the  friends  of  the  Liverpool  Society  catering  really 
excellently. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Beeston,  president  of  the  Liverpool  Society,  presided  ;  and  he 
was  immediately  supported  by  the  Deputy-Loixi  Mayor  of  the  city  in  the 
person  of  Alderman  F.  S.  Mather  (barrister-at-law),  and  Dr.  Chavasse,  the 
Bishop  of  Liverpool. 

The  toast  list  was  opened  with  the  usual  tribute  of  loyalty  on  the  call  of 
the  Chairman. 

The  Chairman  then  said  :  On  behalf  of  the  co-operators  of  the  City  of 
Liverpool  and  Birkenliead  I  welcome  you  all.  It  is  not  often  one  has  the 
privilege  of  attending  a  function  of  this  kind  a  second  time.  This  is  the 
second  time  I  have  attended,  as  a  member  of  the  Reception  Committee,  at  a 
Congress  in  Liverpool.  It  is  nineteen  years  ago  since  the  last  Congress  was 
held  here,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  many  good  and  faithful  co-operators  have 
passed  away  since  then.  Nineteen  years  ago  we  had  with  us  that  old  standard- 
bearer  of  co-operation,  George  Jacob  Holyoake,  and  Mr.  Gray,  the  secretary  of 
the  Co-operative  Union.  In  those  days  co-operation  in  the  City  of  Liverpool 
was  at  a  very  low  ebb.  It  had  been  in  existence  some  years,  but  the  member- 
ship at  that  time  only  numbered  11,011.  We  had  the  assistance  of  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  and  the  Co-operative  Union  to  try  and  make  the 
black  spot  on  the  Mersey  bright,  and  then  when  the  Congress  met  at  Peter- 
borough we  asked  for  the  Congress  to  come  to  Liverpool,  and  we  thank  the  many 
delegates  for  sending  the  Congress  here.  That  was  the  making  of  co-opera- 
tion in  Liverpool,  and  since  then  our  trade  has  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
Our  trade  to-day  is  over  a  million  a  year,  and  is  still  going  up.  Our  members 
number  over  45,000,  an  increase  of  43,000  in  nineteen  years.  It  is  not  my 
intention  to  take  up  your  time  here,  as  there  are  abler  men  than  I  to  speak, 
but  we  give  you  a  hearty  welcome  to  Livei'pool.  There  is  only  one  regret  :n 
this  matter — there  is  no  exhibition.  I  should  have  been  pleased  to  show 
friends  outside  the  co-operative  movement  what  the  hands  of  co-operative 
labour  make  and  do.  I  am  pleased  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Liverpool  is  here 
and  the  ex-Lord  Mayor.  I  have  ju^t  one  word  to  say  in  regard  to  the  change 
taking  place  throughout  the  world  to-day.      Woman,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  is 
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coming  to  her  right.  Woman  has  played  a  great  part  in  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  if  she  takes  the  same  part  in  parliamentary  and  municipal 
elections  as  in  the  co-operative  movement  a  good  many  people  will  know  that 
she  is  there.  I  may  say  this,  the  woman  to-day  who  is  a  co-operator — and 
without  her  co-operation  would  be  very  slow — she  is  a  thinking  person.  She 
knows  how  to  spend  her  money,  and  when  she  comes  to  the  quarterly  meetings 
she  knows  what  she  is  going  to  do — and  she  does  it. 

Mr.  W.  Lander  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  proposed  the  toast  of 
"  The  Allied  Forces  and  Mercantile  Marine."  He  said  :  The  toast  to  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  ask  your  attention  this  afternoon  is  a  most  important 
one,  and  certainly  a  very  unusual  one  to  have  on  the  programme  of  a  Congress 
luncheon.  We  had  thought  that  after  all  our  co-operating  with  the 
democracy  of  the  world  we  were  bringing  the  time  nearer  when  ware  and 
rumours  of  war  should  be  things  of  the  past.  Unfortunately,  to-day,  the 
world  is  disturbed  by  what  one  might  describe  as  the  greatest  war  the  world 
has  ever  seen,  and  our  prayer  is  that  the  war  may  soon  cease — to  cease  only 
by  the  putting  down  of  the  supremacy  of  militarism  and  Kaiserism,  and  by 
supplanting  them  with  more  righteous,  human,  and  Christianlike  relationship 
of  the  nations  of  the  civilised  world.  It  would  ill  become  me  to  take  up  your 
time  with  the  war  itself  ;  that  is  no  part  of  my  business.  I  have  to  put 
before  you  the  claims  of  three  branches  of  national  service.  First  of  all,  I 
have  to  ask  you  to  drink  to  the  success  of  the  Army,  and  that  sounds  strange 
coming  from  me.  I  have  been  trying  in  my  little  way  for  over  thirty  years 
to  say  that  annies  were  not  necessary,  that  arbitration  ought  to  supplant 
brute  foixe,  that  reason  should  always  have  a  fair  chance,  and  that 
militarism  had  no  place  whatever  in  the  creed  of  the  co-operative  movement. 
But,  at  the  present  time,  we  have  a  new  army,  comprising  some  of  the  best 
men  in  the  country  and  the  Empire,  men  of  the  commercial  and  industrial 
classes,  many  of  whom  are  there  not  because  they  love  fighting,  but  because 
they  love  liberty  and  the  motherland.  They  are  prepared  not  only  to  go, 
but  to  do  and  to  dare,  and  many  of  them,  alas,  have  given  their  lives  to  the 
country  they  hold  so  dear  and  love  so  well.  The  Army,  under  present 
conditions  of  national  life,  seems  almost  a  necessity  if  we  are  to  maintain  our 
position  as  a  nation  along  with  our  Allies.  Therefore,  while  deprecating  the 
need  for  war  I  am  sure  I  speak  your  feelings  when  I  say  that  the  men  who 
have  gone,  the  men  who  have  sacrificed,  the  men  who  have  suffered — and  not 
only  have  the  men  suffered,  but  those  who  are  left  behind  have  suffered 
severely,  the  women  and  children — we  cannot  do  less  than  honour  their  work 
and  wish  them  God-speed.  So  far  as  the  Navy  is  concerned,  well,  I  suppose 
we  as  an  island  country  depend  on  the  Navy  very  greatly,  and  I  do  not  think 
we  have  ever  depended  on  the  Navy  in  vain.  They  have  always  been  our 
strong  bulwark.  They  are  there  when  they  are  wanted,  and,  just  recently, 
they  have  been  there  when  they  were  not  wanted — by  the  other  side. 
Speaking  of  the  courage,  the  determination,  and  the  heroism  of  the  men  of 
every  rank — and  when  I  speak  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy  I  also  mean  those 
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of  the  Allied  Nations  as  well — I  cannot  find  words  to  describe  our  feelings 
in  paying  homage  to  our  Navy,  from  the  highest  Admiral  down  to  the  lowest 
rating.  Now,  I  come  to  the  men  of  the  Mercantile  Marine,  and,  while  in  a 
great  city  and  port  like  Liverpool,  it  is  difficult  for  a  landsman  to  speak  on 
the  subject.  We  get  away  from  the  fighting  forces  and  come  to  the  service 
that,  until  quite  recently,  received  very  little  reward  or  notice,  although  it 
really  kept  us  from  starving  in  this  country.  Travelling  about  the  country 
as  I  do,  it  is  glorious  to  me  to  come  across  men,  who  have  been  torpedoed 
once,  twice,  thrice,  and  more  times,  gathering  together  a  new  kit  to  go  and 
man  the  ships  and  to  bring  food  for  the  children  and  the  people  of  this  great 
couutry  of  oura.  We  cannot  sufficiently  recognise  the  labours,  the  heroism, 
and  the  dangers  the  men  of  the  Mei-cantile  Marine  have  encountered  and  the 
great  work  they  have  done.  What  I  do  say  is,  these  men,  like  all  our  men 
of  the  Forces  who  have  been  called  upon  to  sacrifice  in  the  country's  service, 
should  be  well  remunerated  by  the  country  that  calls  them  to  the  service. 
And  those  left  behind  should  never  be  allowed  to  want  by  a  country  running 
over  with  wealth  which,  unfortunately,  is  badly  divided  so  far  as  you  and  I 
are  concerned.  The  nation  owes  a  great  debt  to  all  these  Forces,  and  I  say 
the  country  should  pay  them,  and  pay  them  well.  I  ask  you  to  drink  to  this 
toast,  and  I  do  hope  it  will  be  the  last  time  that  we  shall  meet  in  Congress 
while  the  war  drums  are  beating.  We  are  out  to  put  down  the  forces  of 
tyranny,  and  may  they  be  put  down  for  ever  among  the  nations,  may  brother- 
hood be  established  among  them,  and  the  recognition  of  that  Great  Power 
which  governs  the  Universe,  the  Father  of  us  all,  and  may  Peace  De 
established  on  a  sound  foundation  that  will  carry  through  the  generations  that 
are  to  follow  us. 

Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  J.P.  (Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society),  who 
proposed  "The  Civic  and  Commercial  Prosperity  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool," 
said  that,  viewed  from  the  historical  point  of  view,  and  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  great  progress  made  by  its  civic  authorities  and  its  social  reformers, 
Liverpool  would  have  to  be  regarded  as  a  famous  city.  Liverpool  had  been 
engaged  in  many  refoi'ms  which  had  for  their  object  the  uplifting  and  improve- 
ment of  the  social  conditions  of  the  people.  Like  most  great  cities  and  towns, 
Liverpool  had  its  slums.  These  things  were  to  be  found,  in  a  worse  degree 
probably  than  in  other  towns,  in  towns  situated  on  the  seaboard.  The  civic 
authorities  in  Liverpool  had  embarked  on  a  great  clearance  scheme,  with  a 
view  to  giving  the  people  a  brighter  environment  to  live  in,  and  many  of  the 
towns  and  cities  in  the  United  Kingdom  could  send  deputations  to  visit 
Liverpool's  new  suburbs  and  to  report.  They  have  also  been  dealing  witli 
another  thorny  question— the  liquor  question — in  a  drastic  way.  Many 
years  ago  Livei*pool  cleared  hundreds  of  public-houses  out  of  its  midst. 
Liverpool's  action  at  that  time  had  created  a  good  deal  of  excitement  through- 
out the  country,  and  many  municipalities  which  had  been  dealing  with  this 
question  sent  deputations  to  Liverpool  to  make  inquiries.  He  had  heard  some 
of  the  reports,  and  the  great  changes  that  had  been  effected  in  the  social  and 
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material  conditions  of  the  people  were  something  marvellous.  The  Corpora- 
tion gave  large  sums  to  promote  education,  so  that  the  poorest  boy  or  girl 
had  an  opportunity  of  going  from  the  elementary  school  even  to  the  University. 
He  would  also  like  to  point  to  what  had  been  done  by  public-spirited  citizens 
in  providing  museiuns,  libraries,  and  other  places  and  facilities  for  the  good, 
the  enjoyment,  and  the  pleasure  of  the  people.  These  things  showed  that 
Liverpool  was  a  city  of  no  mean  stajiding.  The  first  public  wash-hou.se  erected 
in  England  for  the  poor  was  erected  in  Livei'pool  in  1842.  Speaking  of  Liver- 
pool as  a  wonderful  hive  of  industry,  he  said  it  was  now  the  second  port  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  it  was  the  leading  port  so  far  as  trade  with  the 
United  States  and  Canada  was  concerned.  He  congratulated  Liverpool  upon 
its  docks,  upon  its  shipbuilding,  and  upon  the  wonderful  performance  of  two 
of  their  own  river  ferry  boats  a  few  days  before  at  Zeebrugge.  In  co-opera- 
tive affairs  Liverpool  was  also  progressing,  and  it  was  able  to  do  something 
for  the  movement  at  this  time  that  Manchester  had  been  unable  to  do. 

The  Deputy-Lord  Mayor,  in  responding,  said  :  I  am  very  sorry  that  the 
Lord  Mayor  is  unable  to  be  with  you  to-day.  His  Lordship  has  been  working 
at  such  high  pressure  that  he  has  been  compelled,  under  medical  orders,  to 
seek  a  well-earned  and  compulsory  lest  for  a  short  time.  Had  it  been  at  all 
possible  he  would  have  been  here  with  you  to-day.  I  hope  to  have  the 
opportunity  on  Monday  of  giving  you  and  your  colleagues  an  official  welcome 
to  this  city  on  this,  the  Jubilee  Congress  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  addressing  you  on  that  occasion,  but  at  the  pi'esent 
moment  I  am  only  dealing  with  the  toast  which  has  been  so  ably  and  so  kindly 
proposed.  Mr.  Stewart  has  just  spoken  of  wash-houses  never  having  been 
built  before  1842,  that  was  the  year  I  came  into  the  world.  Plenty  of 
washing  has  been  done  since  that  time  whatever  was  done  before.  I  feel  it  a 
great  honour  to  have  to  reply  to  the  toast  of  the  good  old  Port  of  Liverpool  — 
the  second  city  in  the  Empire — if  the  representatives  of  Glasgow  will  allow  me 
to  say  so — the  city  of  wliich  we  are  all  so  justly  proud.  I  am  proud  of 
Liverpool,  the  city  of  my  birth,  and  where  all  my  life  has  been  spent ;  and 
I  feel  that  I  am  a  citizen  of  no  mean  city.  But  we  must  remember  that  this 
great  port  does  not  l>elong  to  Liverpool  alone,  but  includes  Birkenhead  and 
Wallasey,  all  forming  important  parts  of  one  great  whole ;  and  when  we  speak 
of  Wallasey  it  is  present  to  all  our  minds  what  splendid  and  patriotic  work 
Wallasey's  two  steamers,  the  "Iris"  and  the  "Daffodil,"  have  lately 
achieved.  I  have  just  had  the  privilege — by  the  kind  invitation  of  His 
Worsliip  the  Mayor  of  Wallasey — of  joining  in  the  official  welcome  to  these 
two  steamers  and  their  gallant  officers  and  crews  on  their  return  home.  These 
names  will  be  handed  down  to  posterity  as  having  played  so  great  and 
important  a  part  in  the  successful  Zeebrugge  attack.  This  toast,  to  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  reply,  has  to-day  an  old-fashioned  touch.  The  City  and 
Port  of  Liverpool  was  the  toast  regularly  given  in  official  banquets  before  the 
war.  What  a  long  time  it  seems  to  be  since  we  heard  it ;  and  what  does  this 
toast  imply  ?      It  implies  that  notwithstanding  the  war,  notwithstanding  the 
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great  commercial  upheaval  from  which  we  suffer,  uotwithatanding  the 
metamorphosis  of  our  port,  there  is  still  room  for  the  toast— still  room  for  us 
to  dwell  upon  a  topic  dear  to  all  Liverpool  men.  The  proposer  has  dwelt  upon 
the  greatness  of  Liverpool,  upon  its  docks  and  its  shipping,  upon  its  com- 
mercial magnates  and  its  huge  interests.  Will  this  greatness  continue  ?  Will 
Liverpool  maintain  it  supremacy  when  the  noise  of  battle  has  ceased  and  the 
struggle  for  the  world's  commerce  recommences?  What  will  be  our  attitude 
towards  those  who  have  betrayed  the  world's  confidence  and  steeped  them- 
selvefi  in  ignoble  deeds  of  infamy?  How  will  this  and  kindred  ports  fare  in 
the  race  for  the  carrying  power  of  the  millions  of  tonnage  between  all  parts 
of  the  globe?  These  are  important  questions.  The  problem  of  demobilisa- 
tion, pensions,  social  regeneration,  employment,  and  a  multitude  of  kindred 
questions  provide  food  for  thought,  speculation,  and,  shall  I  say,  anxiety. 
Added  to  this  list  comes  the  housing  question — a  big  question  for  the  city  to 
tackle — the  development  of  municipal  undertakings,  the  consideration  of  the 
growth  of  electrical  enterprise,  the  greater  introduction  of  machinery,  &c. 
These  and  all  the  other  matters  of  commercial  supremacy,  acumen,  and  fore- 
sight will  need  to  be  tackled  by  our  public  men,  and  for  all  these  questions 
we  need  to  be  equipped  by  education,  energy,  and  initiative.  Here  our 
^University  will  play  her  part  if  she  is  wise;  in  fact  for  all,  for  the  City 
Council,  for  our  education  authorities,  our  Dock  Board,  our  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  our  business  men,  aye,  and  our  trade  unions,  there  is  work  to  be 
clone — work  of  a  stupendous  character,  far-reaching  in  its  effects,  all  of  which 
will  seal  the  destiny  and  happiness  (or  the  reverse)  of  the  new  generation  who 
rise  phcenix-like  from  the  ashes  of  an  old  world,  the  like  of  which  will  never 
again  be  seen.  I  thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  the  kind  way  in  which  you  have 
received  this  toast.  May  the  City  and  Trade  of  Liverpool  go  on  and  prosper. 
"  The  Co-operative  JNiovement  at  Home  and  Abroad  "  was  proposed  by 
the  Bishop  of  Liverpool.  The  Congress  has  done  me  a  very  great  honour  in 
inviting  me  to  be  present  this  afternoon  and  to  move  this  great  toast.  For 
many  yeara  I  have  taken  the  deepest  interest  in  the  co-operative  movement, 
but  if  I  were  to  venture  on  so  big  a  subject  to-day  I  should  keep  you  here 
till  midnight.  Will  you,  therefore,  allow  me  to  say  one  word  about  the  great 
principle  that  lies  behind  the  movement  to-day.  I  see  before  my  eyes  that 
great  principle  expressed  in  action,  and  with  all  my  heart  I  thank  you  for 
applying  that  great  principle  of  co-operation,  to  daily  life.  I  was  reading  a 
little  sketch  of  the  late  Lord  Grey,  who  took  the  liveliest  interest  in  co-opera- 
tion, and  he  said,  and  I  believe  he  said  truly,  that  the  progress  of  co-operation 
was  phenomenal ;  he  could  only  compare  it  to  the  spread  of  Christianity  in 
its  early  days.  And  I  believe  co-operation  is  spreading  because  it  is  animated 
by  one  of  the  greatest  and  truest  and  noblest  principles  in  the  world.  I  thank 
you,  as  a  Christian,  for  putting  that  principle  into  operation.  The  present 
industrial  system,  as  I  understand  it,  rests  on  the  pi-inciple  of  each  for  himself, 
but  the  co-operative  movement  rests  on  the  principle  of  "  each  for  all  and  all 
for  each."       And,  what  is  more,  in  accordance  with  the  words  of  Him  who 
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said  :  "A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another."  I 
leave  you  to  judge.  I  thank  you  also  as  a  man.  A  Roman  writer,  in  words 
often  quoted,  said  :  "  I  am  a  man,  and  nothing  human  is  alien  to  me."  This 
great  principle  uplifts  a  man,  it  forms  the  highest  character.  The  character 
is  poisoned  by  self-intei'est ;  it  is  ennobled  and  uplifted  when  it  realises  its 
responsibility  to  us.  Some  time  ago  I  was  speaking  to  a  man  working  in  a 
country  village,  and  he  expressed  to  me  the  great  difficulty  he  had  in  working 
amongst  the  people,  because,  he  said,  they  had  been  inoculated  years  before  by 
a  schoolmaster  who  taught  them  that  cynical  maxim,  "  Never  do  owt  for  nowt 
unless  tha'  does  it  for  thisen."  I  need  not  say  such  a  maxim  is  degrading  and 
dehumanising.  Your  maxim  is  ' '  Do  all  you  can  for  others  and  do  it  out  of 
love."  Not  only  so,  but  this  great  principle  gladdens  men's  hearts,  because 
it  fills  tbem  with  hope.  You  teach  your  people  to  look  up.  A  man  who  lives 
to  himself  is  left  to  despair,  he  seems  so  insignificant;  but  when  banded 
together  in  such  a  movement  as  yours  you  teach  him  to  do  something  to  reach 
the  goal,  and  you  not  only  uplift  him  but  gladden  him  and  fill  him  with  hope. 
And  so,  as  a  man,  I  thank  you  for  teaching  this  great  lesson  to  the  people  of 
the  woi'ld.  And,  lastly,  I  thank  you  as  a  citizen.  There  lies  before  us  a 
painful  time  of  reconstruction,  but  there  is  a  glorious  time  to  come,  and  I  look 
forward  to  the  dawn  of  a  broader  and  nobler  and  ampler  day  such  as  has 
never  dawned  in  this  world  before.  And  that  spirit  of  reconstruction  is  to 
be  can'ied  out  for  the  good  of  man ;  and  that  spirit  of  comradeship  which  you 
are  helping  to  teach  peoples  must  get  a  very  great  place  indeed  That  spirit 
of  comradeship  is  being  taught  us  by  our  soldiers;  and  you,  to-day,  in  one  of 
the  direst  days  that  ever  dawned  on  the  world,  are  helping  by  cultivating  this 
spirit  of  co-operation  to  bring  your  nation  and  the  world  through. 

Mr.  Aneurin  Williams,  M.P.,  replied  :  It  is  difficult  to  speak,  he  said, 
after  such  splendid  eloquence  as  that  to  which  they  had  just  listened.  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  rival  it ;  I  shall  merely  say  a  few  words  to  thank  his  Lordship, 
on  behalf  of  all  of  us  who  are  working  as  co-operators,  for  the  splendid  tribute 
he  paid  to  our  movement  and  the  beautiful  ideal  he  held  up  for  us.  The  Lord 
Bishop  has  spoken  of  a  great  principle  that  lies  behind  the  movement,  and 
lias  filled  us  with  great  hope  and  has  quoted  the  words  of  a  great  Latin  writer. 
Well,  we  believe  nothing  human  is  foreign  to  our  principle.  The  principle  of 
human  help  is  applicable  to  all  spheres  of  human  life.  We  do  not  put  it  on 
as  a  matter  of  shopkeeping,  or  factory  work,  or  ininning  ships  or  mills,  but 
we  stand  for  it  as  a  principle  that  runs  all  through  life  if  the  world  is  to  be 
built  up  as  it  should  be.  The  toast  is,  "  The  Co-operative  Movement  at  Home 
and  Abroad,"  and  that  naturally  makes  us  think  of  the  conflict  with  nations 
where  co-operation  is  as  fully  developed  as  in  our  own  country.  It  makes  us 
think  of  our  young  men,  the  sons  of  co-operative  fathers  and  mothers — the 
young  Austrian  co-operators — the  men  whose  hands  only  four  years  ago  we 
were  only  too  glad  to  shake  and  with  such  earnestness.  And  yet  the  great 
conflict  goes  on,  with  all  its  terrible  features.  Must  we  ask  ourselves  whether 
these  men  have  failed  us,  or  has  the  principle  itself  failed,  that  principle  of 
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human  brotherhood   which   we  seek   to  exemplify  in  the  International   Co- 
operative Alliance?       If,  indeed,  that  principle  had  failed  us,  then  we  should 
look  upon  the  world  as  a  great  changed  thing.       But  we  do  not  believe  that 
our  great  principle  has  failed.       I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  they  have 
been  misled  by  others  who  have  given  a  false  version  of  the  fact.      I  know 
that  has  been  so  to  a  great  extent.       Meanwhile,  we  are  doing  our  duty  to 
our  country,  and  they,  however  mistaken,  are  doing  what  they  believe  to  be 
their  duty.       The  time  will  come  when  we  shall  achieve  victory  for  the  great 
principles  for  which  we  are  now  fighting.      We  must  all  make  it  our  one  great 
purpose  in  life,  that  is — we  have  got  to  do  it — to  go  back  to  the  great  principle 
of  co-operation,  not  only  at  home  and  abroad,   in  one  nation,   but  between 
nations,  and  carry  it  further  than  before.       Whatever  we  may  have  done  in 
winning  military  victories  we  should  never  win  a  real  victory  if  we  were  not 
for  the  principles  for  which  France,  America,  and  the  great  democracies  of  the 
world  stand — the  democratic  freedom  of  nations  and  the  right  of  each  nation 
to  determine  its  own  organisation.       These  principles  must  prevail  at  the  end 
of  the  war.       We  believe  good  principles  must  necessarily  prevail  if  men  but 
do  their  part  in  working  for  them.       Browning  said  : 
My  own  hope  is  a  sun  will  pierce 
The  blackest  cloud  earth  ever  stretched, 
That  what  began  best  can't  be  woret. 
Nor  what  God  blessed  once  pi'ove  accurst. 
Therefox'e,   great  principles  of  co-opeiation  at  home  and  abroad  must,  and 
will,  prevail.      They  will  outlast  this  war,  and  will  rise  supreme  on  the  ashes 
and  destruction  that  this  war  must  leave  behind. 

To  Mr.  S.  F.  Pebhy,  J.P.,  the  president  of  the  Birkenhead  Society,  was 
entrusted  the  toast  of  "The  Press."  It  is  very  fitting,  he  said,  at  this 
Jubilee  Congress,  that  our  thoughts  should  go  back  to  our  dear  and  revered 
old  friend  and  colleague,  George  Jacob  Holyoake,  for  the  noble  fight  he  made 
all  through  life  for  a  free  Press,  and  we,  who  owe  so  much  to  the  Press,  are 
only  just  beginning  to  realise  what  a  glorious  heritage  we  have  fallen  into 
through  the  services  of  our  late  friend  and  colleague.  It  has  been  said 
by  Lord  Beaverbrook,  that  in  this  great  war  the  Press  has  been  a  greater 
power  than  even  the  Army  itself,  brings  home  to  us  the  wonderful  power  and 
influence  that  can  go  through  the  channels  of  the  Press.  The  policy  of  the 
old  days,  when  the  owner  of  a  paper  was  also  the  editor  and  directed  its  policy, 
seems  to  have  been  swept  away  altogether.  If  the  new  order  is  to  remain 
that  those  who  control  the  paper  control  its  policy,  then  I  think  it  is  our 
bound  en  duty  to  get  more  and  more  control  of  the  Press  as  far  as  possible,  so 
as  to  inculcate  our  policy  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of  the  people. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Flanagan  {Co-operative  News)  acknowledged  the  compliment. 
We  all  know  to-day,  said  he,  the  value  of  the  Press.  His  Lordship  knows 
that  the  Church  itself  attaches  enormous  power  to  the  Press.  Mr.  Williams 
and  the  gentlemen  who  fall  back  on  the  goodwill  of  the  electors  know  the  value 
of  the  Press.      The  co-operative  movement  knows  the  value  of  the  Press,  and 
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we  were  told  the  other  day  in  Parliament  that  the  Prime  Minister  knows  the 
value  of  the  Prass.  The  Bishop  has  given  eloquent  tribute  to  the  co-operative 
movement  for  the  service  it  renders  to  humanity,  to  Christianity,  and  to 
civilisation,  and  I  think  the  co-operative  Press  occupies  a  similar  position  by 
spreading  the  principles  which  they  had  heaixl  about  that  day.  We  hope 
that  during  the  time  the  Congress  sits  here  the  Press  will  realise'  the 
importance  of  oo-operation,  and  if  the  experience  was  the  same  as  in  other 
towns  the  local  pressmen  will  have  a  different  idea  of  the  co-operative  move 
ment  when  they  liave  finished  than  they  had  when  they  came. 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  CONFERENCE, 


The  usual  Educational  Conference  was  held  on  the  Saturday  aitemoon, 
in  the  Central  Hall,  Mr.  VV.  R.  Rae  presiding. 

Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Cora.  (Adviser  of  Studies),  who  was  loudly 
applauded  on  rising  to  address  the  meeting  on  "  Further  Prospective  Develop- 
ments df  Co-operative  Education,"  said  : 

This  afternoon  my  speech  is  rather  more  prosaic  than  the  one  I  made 
last  year,  and  yet  I  venture  to  say  the  range  of  subjects  is  no  less  important 
than  that  we  discussed  then. 

A   RETROSPECT. 

You  remember  that  last  year  I  spoke  to  you  about  the  subjects  which  were 
to  be  included  in  our  forthcoming  new  programme.  That  programme  has 
since  been  issued,  and  many  of  you  have  read  it  and  found  that  it  is  our 
desire  to  increase  the  curriculuim  and  lift  the  standard  of  study  in  the 
co-operative  movement.  We  have  introduced  several  courses  of  study,  about 
which  I  spoke  a  year  ago.  We  have  not  done  all  we  desire,  for  circumstances 
have  not  been  so  favourable  as,  a  year  ago,  we  thought  they  would  have  been. 
But  we  have  introduced  some  new  subjects — such  as  the  new  courses  on  "  The 
Story  Re-told,"  and  also  correspondence  courses  on  "  The  Welfare  of  the 
Group,"  "  Co-operation  and  Social  Problems,"  and  "  Co-opei'ative  Problems  "  , 
and,  in  the  early  futiu'e,  we  hope  to  introduce  additional  subjects. 

The  new  programme,  issued  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  was  by  no 
means  as  complete  as  we  intend  it  to  be  when  circumstances  are  more  favour- 
able. We  had  to  exclude  a  great  many  items  on  account  of  the  shortage  of 
paper  and  other  causes.  However,  if  in  any  way  you  can  suggest  how  the 
usefulness  of  the  programme  can  be  increased,  we  shall  be  glad  to  hear. 

NEXT  SESSION'S  PROGRAMME. 

We  have  revised  the  scheme  of  scholarships,  grants,  and  prizes,  and  full 
particulars  will  be  announced  in  the  programme  for  next  session.  I  do  not 
want  to  go  into  these  changes  in  detail,  but  I  want  to  mention  one  or  two. 
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SUMMER  SCHOOL  SCHOLARSHIPS. 

In  future,  there  will  be  at  least  one  summer-school  scholarship  granted 
in  every  subject  in  which  an  examination,  is  held.  We  are  very  anxious  that 
those  students  who  show  industry  in  the  work  of  the  many  classes  should  have 
an  opportunity  of  continuing  their  studies  until  the  instruction  is  complete. 

WEEK-END    SCHOOLS. 

One  of  the  most  notable  developments  of  the  past  year  has  been  the  develop- 
ment of  the  week-end  school — and  I  see  a  large  number  of  friends  here  who 
have  attended  them  and  know  the  value  of  them.  If  you  assist  in  extending 
the  week-end  school  movement  you  will  find  that  the  members  of  your  society 
will  not  only  develop  a  greater  knowledge  of  co-operation  and  its  principles, 
but  they  will  develop  a  stronger  fellowship  with  their  fellow-members  and 
become  better  co-operators  for  this  reason.  The  one-week  school  held  at 
Birmingham  in  April  was  sufficiently  successful  to  make  us  say  that  in  the 
future  the  one-week  schools  must  be  further  developed. 

LECTURES  TO  COMMITTEES. 
One  innovation  has  been  attempted  during  the  past  year ;  that  is,  lectures 
to  committees.  During  the  winter,  a  course  of  two  lectures  on  management 
subjects  was  given  to  a  group  of  management  committees.  This  course  was 
in  the  nature  of  an  experiment ;  but  it  is  hoped,  when  the  war  is  over,  that 
this  service  will  be  augmented.  Our  management  committees  are  willing  to 
discuss  the  problems  with  which  they  are  faced,  in  a  class-room,  rather  than 
in  an  open  discussion  at  a  meeting,  where  one  in  discussing  is  at  a  disadvantage. 

ECONOMICS    OF    CO-OPERATION. 

Some  of  the  developments  to  be  undertaken  next  session  were  outlined 
in  my  address  last  year.  In  the  first  place,  we  hope  to  develop  the  course  in 
"Economics  of  Co-operation."  So  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  cover  the 
whole  of  the  ground.  The  course  has  consisted  of  24  lessons,  and  every  year 
Lin  increasing  number  of  students  comes  forward.  So  far  the  course  has  been 
concerned  with  retail  distribution  ;  b"t  students  are  now  wanting  to  discuss 
the  agricultural  movement,  and  in  the  coming  year  we  hope  to  develop  our 
course  in  Economics  of  Co-operation  by  introducing  a  syllabus  covering  other 
phases  of  co-operative  effort. 

CO-OPERATIVE   FINANCE. 

We  have  already  had  this  subject  discussed,  and  in  view  ol  the  growing 
importance  of  co-operative  finance  you  will  agree  with  me  that  we  should 
introduce  this  svibject  into  our  curriculum  at  as  early  a  date  as  we  can. 

INTERNATIONAL   CO-OPERATION. 

A  course  on  International  Co-operation  is  to  be  introduced  during  the 
coming  year.      It  may  seem  that  the  present  is  an  inopportune  time ;    but 
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against  that  view  I  might  say  that  never  was  there  more  need  to  study  how 
people  should  co-operate  internationally.  It  is  for  those  people  who  believe 
that  the  world  can  be  saved  through  co-operation  to  study  the  methods,  so 
that  they  may  spread  their  beliefs  among  other  people.  So  far  as  text-books 
on  International  Co-operation  are  concerned,  there  is  now  a  book  in  manu- 
script form,  and  we  hope  that  next  session  this  text-book  will  be  available, 
and  tliat  we  shall  be  able  to  organise  classes  in  International  Co-operation. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT. 
We  hope  that  when  preparing  the  programme  of  classes  next  year  we 
shall  have  an  opportunity  of  introducing  another  subject.  I  need  hardly 
remind  you  of  the  Swansea  Congress  decision  regardir^  political  action.  If 
this  decision  is  to  be  followed  up  wisely,  co-operators  must  know  more  about 
the  organisation  and  machinery  of  government;  and  we  are  providing  our 
students  with  an  opportunity  of  studying  them.  To  Mr.  J.  J.  Clarke,  of 
Livei'pool,  has  been  entrusted  the  duty  of  providing  a  text-book  on  "  Local 
Government,"  and  this  will  be  available  shortly. 

HISTORY,  THEORY,  AND  ORGANISATION  OF  EDUCATION. 
A  course  on  the  "History,  Theory,  and  Organisation  of  Education"  will 
also  be  introduced  during  the  coming  year.  Thei-e  have  been  20,000  students 
at  the  various  classes  organised  in  accordance  with  the  Union's  programme, 
and  a  large  nimiber  of  teachers  have  been  required.  What  could  be  more 
important  for  our  committee-men  and  teacliers  than  to  know  something  of  the 
history,  theory,  and  organisation  of  education?  Very  shortly,  how  soon  it 
is  difficult  to  say,  we  must  do  something  to  increase  the  facilities  for  the 
training  of  teachers.  More  than  one  committee  has  recently  written  to  the 
Union  pointing  out  the  difficulty  of  establishing  classes  because  of  lack  of 
teachers. 

WOMEN'S  CLASSES. 

The  classes  for  women  in  various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  are  more 
and  more  successful  every  year.  But  we  find  that  there  are  isolated  students 
in  certain  quarters,  of  the  country  who  cannot  take  part,  and  we  are  intro- 
ducing a  correspondence  course  in  the  subjects  included  in  the  courses  for  the 
women's  classes.  A  number  of  the  women  have  gone  through  the  complete 
programme,  and  to  meet  their  needs  we  are  next  session  adding  a  new  course 
on  "  Women  in  Industry." 

POLITICAL  WORK, 
In  connection  with  the  political  work  of  the  movement,  a  joint  committee 
was  recently  established  for  organising  educational  work,  and  its  scheme 
includes  two-day  and  one-day  schools,  as  well  as  local  classes  and  lectures. 
These  two-day  schools  will  be  attended  by  those  who  afterwards  will  be  likely 
to  become  teachers  of  classes  in  political  subjects  or  lecturers  for  societies. 
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TECHNICAL  CLASSES. 
Technical  education  is  suffering  from  war  conditions.  Yet  because  of  that, 
there  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  prepare  for  the  time  when  facilities  will 
be  available.  When  the  war  is  over,  the  need  will  be  greater  than  ever  for 
trained  salesmen  and  managers,  and  therefore  the  committee,  in  looking  to 
the  post-war  conditions,  are  recognising  this  necessity,  and  various  courses 
are  being  revised.  In  tjie  book-keeping  classes,  for  example,  it  will,  in  the 
near  future,  be  possible  for  the  student  to  get  through  the  course  in  two 
years  instead  of  three,  as  in  the  past.  A  revision  is  made  in  the  ca^e  of  the 
Arithmetic  section,  and  students  will  now  require  to  pass  an  examination  in 
arithmetic  before  securing  a  certificate  in  any  stage  of  book-keeping.  The 
examination  in  arithmetic  will  be  held  independently  of  the  book-keeping 
examination,  and  not  as  a  part  of  the  examination  in  Stage  I.,  as  at  present. 

SALESMEN,  MANAGERS,  AND  SECRETARIES. 
We  are  also  revising  and  specialising  the  salesmen's  and  managers'  courses. 
One  subject  of  study  will  be  "  Foodstuffs,"  for  which  a  text-book  is  in  coui'se 
of  preparation.  The  secretaries'  course  will  soon  become  a  two-years'  course. 
Most  people  who  know  thei  p^resent  syllabus  will  recognise  the  amount  of 
ground  it  covers,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  potential  secretary  to 
assimiliate  sufficient  knowledge  in  the  time  previously  given.  By  extending 
the  period  of  study  to  two  years  it  will  be  possible  to  cover  the  present 
syllabus  more  thoroughly  and  add  one  or  two  subjects  of  importance  to 
secretaries. 

SCHOLARSHIPS. 

In  connection  with  the  technical  classes,  it  has  been  decided  to  offer 
twelve  scholarships  of  £25  each,  in  order  to  enable  prospective  managers  and 
secretaries  to  spend  two  or  three  montlis  in  whole-time  study  of  management 
and  secretarial  subjects.  We  want  our  co-operative  movement  to  be  some- 
thing more  than  a  joint- stock  concern,  and  our  officials  to  be  more  than 
buyers  and  sellers  and  keepers  of  books.  Therefore,  this  scheme  of  the 
Central  Education  Committee  will  provide  opportunities  for  a  number  of  our 
potential  secretaries  and  managers  to  study  more  intensively  the  problems 
of  management  in  the  co-operative  movement.  These  scholarships  will  be 
tenable  at  Holyoake  House  or  other  approved  centre.  I  hope  you,  in  your 
societies,  will  recognise  the  value  of  the  work  those  men  have  done  to  gain 
a  scholarship.  Whilst  the  Central  Education  Committee  may  be  providing 
these  scholarships,  we  do  not  want  a  man  to  refuse  a  scholarship  because  he 
is  married  and  has  a  family  and  cannot  leave  home  without  further  help. 
We  want  the  societies  to  do  what  they  can  to  supplement  the  scholarships  and 
to  help  these  men,  and  women,  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  provided. 
There  must  be  the  heartiest  co-operation  of  societies  with  the  Union  if  the  best 
results  are  to  be  achieved. 
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LECTURES  TO  SECRETARIES. 

Lectures  for  secretaries  have  been  given  for  some  years  past,  and  they 
have  been  very  successful.  Unfortunately,  at  the  present  time,  through  the 
difficulty  of  railway  travelling,  they  have  had  to  be  suspended  ;  but  the  number 
of  these  lectures  w^ill  be  increased  aa  soon  as  the  war  is  over  and  circumstances 
permit. 

LECTURES  AND  CLASSES  FOR  COM]!tlITTEE-MEN. 

We  hope,  too,  that  the  lectures  to  committees  will  also  be  developed ;  and 
here,  again,  we  depend  on  the  committees  for  the  heartiest  co-operation.  If 
your  committees  feel  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  learned  about  co-operation, 
it  is  no  use  our  appealing  to  them ;  but  if  they  do  not,  then  we  ask  them  to 
take  advantage  of  the  Union's  services  and  co-operate  with  the  Central 
Education  Committee  in  arranging  those  lectm-ee  on  the  problems  of  co-opera- 
tive management.  I  do  not  think  I  do  an  injustice  to  the  committees  in  their 
peculiar  position  when  I  say  that  many  of  those  who  occupy  positions  on  com- 
mittees reach  their  seats  when  they  are  getting  on  for  middle  age,  and  few- 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  studying  business  questions — finance,  business 
organisation,  or  other  subjects.  Yet  when  they  reach  committee-rooms  they 
have  to  decide  questions  of  great  moment  to  their  societies,  and  it  seems  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Co-operative  Union  to  provide  opportunities  for  these  men 
and  women  who  are  willing  to  acquire  the  necessary  knowledge.  Therefore, 
I  hope  you  will  do  what  you  can  to  co-operate  with  the  Union  in  organising 
these  lectures  for  committees.  It  has  been  suggested,  and  I  hope  myself  that 
the  suggestion  will  be  adopted,  that  the  week-end  school  idea  should  be 
extended  and  employed  for  meeting  the  needs  of  management  committees  and 
officials;  in  other  words,  that  there  should  be  officials'  week-ends  and  com- 
mittees' week-ends.  I  am  sure,  too,  that  we  can  do  with  all  the  companion- 
ship it  is  possible  to  foster  by  means  of  week-end  schools. 

RESEARCH   WORK 
I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  Research  Work.     The  recommenda 
tion  of  the  Survey  Committee  with  regard  to  the  Blandford  Scholarships  will 
come  into  operation  next  year.     That  recommendation  is  that  cut  of  the  Bland 
ford  Fund  there  should  be  granted  two  scholarships  for  research  purposes. 
These  will  be  tenable  at  Holyoake  House,  or  some  other  approved  centre.    We 
want   more   light   on   co-operative   problems,    and    we   look   to   our   research 
students  to  help  uis.     In  addition  to  the  Blandford  Scholarships,  the  Central 
Board  accepted  the  recommendation  of  the  Central  Education  Committee  to 
celebrate  this  Jubilee  Congress  by  establishing  two  Jubilee  Research  Scholar- 
ships of  the  value  of  £25  each,  to  be  granted  annually ;'  and  it  is  our  hope 
that  every  year  we  shall  get  two  enterprising  young  men  or  young  women  to 
Holyoake   House  or   elsewhere,   where   for  two   or  three   months   they   will 
be  able  to  give  undivided  attention  to  research  work  upon  some  question  of 
co-operative  importance.     It  is  our  duty  to  control  ideas.     Those  who  control 
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the  generation  and  dissemination  of  ideas  and  knowledge  control  the  trend 
which  affairs  take ;  and  so  long  as  we  aire  content  to  be  mere  imitators  of 
other  people  we  shall  have  to  fall  behind.  When  we  have  made  up  our 
mind  to  develop  our  own  ideas  and  have  an  originality  of  our  own,  and  to  give 
time  and  money  to  the  initiation  of  ideas,  we  may  say  :  "  We  do  not  need  to 
follow  other  people;  we  can  make  tracks  for  ourselves."  But  we  do  not  want 
our  research  work  to  be  confined  only  to  those  who  gain  these  scholarships.  We 
want  to  see  young  men  and  women  in  various  parts  of  the  country  undertaking 
research  work  for  themselves ;  and  we  want  all  the  societies  which  can,  to 
inaugurate  what  methods  they  may  think  suitable  and  pursue  this  work. 
There  are  our 

WEEK  END  AND  SUMMER  AND   OTHER  SCHOOLS, 

which  have  already  gained  a  great  success.  To  those  students  who  have  been 
at  a  summer  school  I  need  say  nothing  by  way  of  commendation  of  the 
schools.  To  those  who  have  not,  I  say  :  "  Come  onoe,  and  no  further 
recommendation  will  be  necessary."  We  have  this  year  arranged  six 
schools.  That  number  is  by  no  means  sufficient  for  3|  million,  co-operators. 
We  ought  to  have  at  least  a  dozen  summer  schools  going.  If  we  are  to  secure 
this  number,  it  will  depend  on  the  assistance  given  by  the  local  education 
committees.  You  can  do  a  great  deal  by  making  schools  known  to  mem- 
bers and  granting  scholarships  to  members  to  attend  the  schools.  Attend 
yourself,  and  thus  show  an  example  to  others.  Send  some  of  your 
education  committee  to  the  summer  schools,  and  they  will  come  back  with 
greater  enthusiasm.  I  am  not  merely  taking  the  pose  of  the  advertising  agent, 
but  I  have  received  so  many  proofs  of  it  that  I  say  that  more  than  one 
committee  has  developed  its  educational  work  merely  as  a  result  of  the  stimulus 
and  assistance  received  from  the  summer  schools.  If  you  want  to  develop 
your  educational  work,  get  into  touch  with  a  summer  school  and  get  some  of 
the  sunshine  that  radiates  from  it.  The  time  will  come  soon  when  every 
educational  committee  will  have  to  have  a  centre  of  'its  own  to  hold  week-end 
and  summer  schools.  And  the  sooner  you  strengthen  your  belief  and 
establish  these  centres  the  better,  and  the  sooner  you  will  relieve  the 
Central  Education  Committee  of  some  of  its  duties  and  let  it  give  attention 
to  other  work.  I  am  looking  forward,  not  only  to  twelve  schools, 
but  to  twenty  schools  in  the  very  near  future.  I  hope,  too,  that  they  will 
not  be  confined  to  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  but  will  extend  to 
France  and  other  continental  countries,  where  our  students  will  not  only  have 
lectures,  but  see  .something  of  co-operation  at  work  in  some  country  other 
than  their  own.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  development  of  this  work.  During 
the  last  twelve  months  there  have  been  thirty  to  forty  week-end  schools  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  and  there  is  every  likelihood  there  will  be  about  one 
hundred  "  week-ends  "  during  the  next  twelve  months.  The  Central  Education 
Committee  have  prepared  a  pamphlet  on  the  organisation  of  week-end  schools, 
and  no  committee  need  be  in  ignorance  on  this  subject.     The  time  is  coming 
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when  we  must  have  permanent  homes  for  this  kind  of  work.  You  all  know 
that  at  Plymouth  there  is  a  holiday  home,  and  this  home  has  been  utilised 
for  summer  schools  and  week-end  schools.  The  Nelson  Society  has  a  farm 
where  the  house  is  u«ed  for  similar  purposes.  Many  societies  are  buying 
farms,  and  why  should  not  they  do  the  same?  We  are  looking  forward  to  the 
development  of  these  guest  houses. 

PROPOSED    CO-OPERATIVE    COLLEGE. 

Soon  we  hope  to  have  our  own  co-operative  college— not  only  one,  but 
many.  And  here  I  want  to  carry  to  you  a  suggestion  that  societies,  when  they 
are  considering  what  form  of  war  memorial  they  should  establish  to  com- 
memorate the  lives  and  work  of  their  members  and  employees  who  have 
fallen  in  the  war,  should  consider  the  deeirability  of  establishing  and 
helping  to  maintain  a  co-operative  college.  That  would  be  one  of  the  best 
methods  of  ensuring  a  lasting  memorial. 

YOUNG  PEOPLE. 

In  regard  to  young  people,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  do  much,  as  our 
staff  is  limited  and  their  work  is  considerable  at  present.  The  recommenda- 
tioas  of  the  Survey  Committee  give  an  indication  of  the  lines  to  be  followed 
as  soon  as  circumstances  permit.  I  want  to  urge  upon  you  the  importance 
of  bringing  young  people  into  touch  with  your  societies,  by  cycling,  rambling, 
and  social  clubs.  You  should  do  everything  you  can  to  link  them  up  with 
your  society- — their  society  in  the  future.  At  the  present  time,  the  Central 
Education  Committee  is  considering  the  formation  of  organisations  to  link 
the  young  people  to  the  movement. 

NEW  BOOKS. 

A  handbook  for  teachers  is  published  this  week.  This  book,  "Through 
Play  to  Understanding,"  is  intended  to  be  of  assistance  to  our  teachers  who 
want  to  conduct  their  young  people's  class  on  more  modern  lines.  In  addition, 
there  are  in  preparation  a  book  on  International  Co-operation  and  small 
primers  on  Co-operation  in  Denmark  and  Ireland,  and  Mr.  Lucas  is  preparing 
one  on  Co-operation  in  Scotland.  There  are  also  in  preparation  other  books 
on  such  subjects  as  Economics  of  Co-operation. 

ORGANISATION. 

A  Co-operators'  Educational  League  has  been  established,  and  we  hope 
every  co-operator  who  has  the  interests  of  co-operation  at  heart  will  link  up 
with  it.  Its  purpose  is  to  secure  a  register  of  all  those  who  really  cai'e  for 
co-operative  education  and  wish  to  be  kept  in  touch  with  our  work.  Its 
magazine  is  the  Co-operative  Educator.  The  subscription  is  only  a  shilling 
a  year.  If  we  are  to  be  successful  in  our  educational  work  it  is  important 
that  we  should  have  a  register  of  those  in  the  movement  who  are  interested, 
for  we  want  to  know  those  whom  we  should  circularise  and  upon  whom  we 
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can  rely  for  support.  The  work  I  have  outlined  will  require  a  considerable 
enlargement  of  the  teaching  stdff  at  Holyoake  House.  We  cannot  do  all  we 
have  planned  so  long  as  there  are  only  two  persons  on  the  permanent  teaching 
staff,  for  the  programme  demands  the  employment  of  itinerant  teachers  as 
well  a«  a  bigger  staff  at  Holyoake  House. 

THE  FUNCTION  OF  HOLYOAKE  HOUSE. 

We  want  you  to  look  upon  Holyoake  House  as  a  place  to  assist  you,  and 
to  feel  that  if  you  have  any  problems  to  face  you  can  turn  to  it  for  assistance 
in  solving  them.  We  want  you  to  take  our  programme  and  adopt  it  where 
possible  and  carry  out  the  suggestions  in  regard  to  classes,  lectures,  and  week- 
end schools  and  other  work,  so  that  we  may,  through  you,  reach  the  mass  of  the 
members.  We  have  taken  up  educational  work,  not  in  the  spirit  taken  up 
outside,  for  we  have  a  different  view  in  regard  to  education.  We  do  not 
look  upon  it  as  a  means  of  obtaining  for  Johnnie  or  Tommy  the  opportunity 
of  eai^ning  a  few  shillings  more  per  week.  We  want  you  to  look  upon 
education  aa  providing  fitness  for  service  in  the  students'  future  life;  and 
we  want  them  to  realise  that  only  through  co-operation  will  they  get  the 
best  out  of  life. 

THE   DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae,  in  opening  the  discussion,  asked  the  question  :  Whose 
fault  is  it  there  is  a  decided  lack  of  teachers  ?  Have  you  tried  yourself  to 
fill  in  that  gap?  Oh,  you  tell  me,  "I  am  not  a  teacher!  "  How  do  you 
know  until  you  try  ?  Do  you  think  teachers  are  made  ?  No,  they  are 
born ;  and  you  may  be  just  the  teacher  that  is  wanted  to  fill  in  that  gap, 
if  you  only  tiy.  It  is  a  little  unfortunate  that  members  of  education 
committees  do  not  look  for  latent  talent.  I  noticed  that  when  mention  was 
made  of  song  and  dance  in  connection  with  the  children's  classes,  a  good 
number  of  you  smiled,  as  though  thinking,  "  What  a  piece  of  folly  !  "  Yes 
through  the  foolishness  of  the  world  you  acquire  wisdom.  Why  should  you 
smile  ?  In  the  young  the  feet  are  light ;  in  the  young  the  hearts  are  young. 
The  young  learn  more  of  the  kitchen  furniture  by  butting  up  against  it. 
Let  the  youngsters  dance  and  sing  and  play  themselves  into  knowledge;  and 
you  join  with  them,  and  you  will  find  the  method  referred  to  by  Professor 
Hall  as  one  not  to  smile  at,  but  one  to  rejoice  in. 

Mr.  E.  R.  S.  MuNDY  (Devon  District  Association)  :  I  am  sure  the  clear 
and  concise  way  in  which  Professor  Hall  has  introduced  the  programme  i% 
most  gratifying.  It  is  encouraging  to  all  education  committees  in  the  move- 
ment to  know  that  such  a  scheme  is  being  evolved.  Two  or  three  things  struck 
me  as  being  extremely  helpful  and  practical  The  first  thing  is  with  regard 
to  the  subject  of  local  govenunent.  Last  winter,  several  of  us  discussed  this 
.subject,  but  there  was  no  leader  for  this  particular  class.  However,  about  a 
dozen  workmen  met  on  Sunday  mornings  and  discussed  the  subject  among 
themselves.     We  discussed  the  matter  again  only  during  this  past  fortnight, 
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and  we  determined  to  take  up  the  subject  in  a  proper  way  this  coming  winter ; 
and  we  shall  be  able  to  go  back  and  say  there  is  a  proper  book  in  preparation. 
The  second  point  is  the  classes  for  women.  I  am  quite  sure  the  women  in  our 
guilds  are  actually  engaged  in  true  educational  work. 

A  Woman  Delegate  :  1  hope  he  is  not  going  to  criticise. 

Mr.  MuxDY  :  I  am  going  to  praise  the  Women's  Guild  as  a  most  excellent 
and  useful  organisation.  But  we  have  not  always  got  an  intelligent  president 
or  leader  to  hand  to  organise  these  classes  for  women.  If  you  can  give  us 
some  of  the  leading  points  you  wish  us  to  take  up  we  can  set  to  work.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  lectures  available  to  members  of  management  committees — 
I  am  the  chairman'  of  our  local  co-operative  society,  and  am  very  much 
interested  in  co-oi^erativc  education.  But  in  these  days  of  food  control  every 
member  is  fully  occupied  in  regard  to  food  registration  matters;  but.  apart 
from  that,  we  recognise  the  necessity  for  the  Education  Committee  getting 
ready,  so  that  when  the  clouds  ai'e  passed  we  shall  be  able  to  take  up 
educational  work.  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  committee-men  to  attend, 
as  far  as  possible,  week-end  classes,  because  they  are  able  to  associate 
recreation  and  the  rest  holiday  with  education.  Further,  if  you  could  bring 
the  week-end  schools  nearer  our  own  doors,  instead  of  their  being  forty  or 
fifty  or  a  hundred  miles  away,  you  would  have  a  better  chance  of  attracting 
members  of  management  committees.  We  also  want  to  deal  with  prospective 
members  of  committees,  so  that  they  can  be  educated  and  trained  to  prove 
themselves  worthy  of  a  seat  on  the  committee  they  intend  to  occupy.  I 
am  not  going  to  preach  what  I  have  not  practised — all  aspiring  as  well  as 
pi'esent  members  of  committees  should  do  something  to  qualify  for  their 
positions.  Professor  Hall  has  referred  to  the  shortage  of  staff.  Well,  I  was 
hoping  that  we  were  nearing  the  time  when  the  Union  would  be  able  to  send 
out  travelling  educational  oi'ganisers  to  societies  tliat  are  in  difficulties,  and 
scarcely  know  how  to  proceed  with  the  little  funds  they  have  at  their  disposal. 
What  they  want  is  not  advice  from  Holy&ake  House,  but  somebody  on  the 
spot  to  show  them  how  to  spend  their  money  to  the  best  advantage. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Whitlock  (Stratford,  London)  pleaded  for  conjoint  action 
between  the  Education  Committees  of  different  co-operative  societies.  "  I 
do  not  know  one  member  of  the  Woolwich  Education  Committee,"  he  said, 
"  except  the  secretary,  because  we  have  not  had  the  chance  of  getting  in  touch 
with  one  another."  Now,  with  regard  to  week-end  classes,  when  ara  we 
going  to  have  a  Holyoake  Houise  or  similar  institution  in  London?  And 
if  we  are  going  into  research  work,  well,  the  British  Museum  is  the  centre 
of  research  work — oh,  you  may  laugh,  but  the  stuff  is  there  if  you  want 
to  get  it.  W^e  shall  not  go  on  with  the  English  system  of  muddling  through  ! 
One  education  committee  should  be  linked  up  with  another  education 
committee. 

The  Chairman  :  Let  me  answer  your  questions  at  once.  Why  cannot 
you  call  committees  together  in  conference  ?  That  is  the  way  we  have  done 
in  the  Northern  Section ;  and  it  has  been  very  highly  satisfactory.     As  to 
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the   British   Museum — the  researches   there   are   mainly   concerned   with   the 
dead,  and  co-oijerative  research  is  mainly  concerned  with  the  living. 

Mr.  W.  Dow  (Dunfennline)  :  I  do  not  want  Holyoake  House  in  London. 
1  find  it  bad  enough  travelling  down  from  Uunferniline  to  Liverpool.  All 
the  time  Professor  H.aJl  was  speaking  I  have  been  sitting  in  nettles  thinking 
he  was  going  to  finish  up  his  addre^  without  iraising  it  to  that  high  level 
which  he  attained  towards  the  end.  What  is  wanted  is  that  Englishmen 
should  learn  to  know  more  of  Wordsworth  and  Tennyson ;  Scotchmen  of  Scott 
and  Burns ;  Irishmen  of  their  ancients.  I  hope  Professor  Hall  will  not  forget 
that.  Possibly  we  would  not  have  had  any  war  to-day  if  the  Germans  had 
known  a  little  more  of  their  cla.ssics.  I  hoj^ie  Professor  Hall  will  throw  in 
a  little  bit  of  the  classics  as  he  is  passing  along. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Young  (Eccles)  :  I  want  to  say  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
time  Professor  Hall  was  speaking  I  was  delighted,  and  never  once  felt  dis- 
appointed. The  programme  laid  down  to-day  is  so  important  that  one  cannot 
take  one  subject  out  of  it  without  endangering  the  whole.  The  subject  of 
co-operative  finance  is  one  of  the  most  important  that  has  been  outlined.  If 
the  course  suggested  had  been  suggested  ten  years  ago  instead  of  to-day, 
instead  of  twelve  scholarships  of  £25  you  would  have  had  1,200  scholarships. 
The  co-operative  movement  never  needed  it  more  than  to-day.  With  inter- 
national co-operation  1  am  in  hearty  agreement,  especially  when  one  takes 
into  consideration  the  enormous  waste  going  on  at  the  present  time,  which 
could  have  been  avoided  if  our  forefathers  had  had  international  co  operation. 
The  sooner  we  co-operate  in  trade  and  have  brothei'hood  among  the  nations, 
acting  in  association  for  mutual  assistance,  the  sooner  the  terrible  events  we 
are  experiencing  now  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  When  we  consider  the 
serious  position  the  movement  found  it«elf  in  through  not  being  able  to  get 
repi'esentation  on  food  control  committees — a  matter  of  vital  importance — we 
must  realise  the  great  need  for  exercising  our  influence  in  public  affairs.  The 
sooner  we  get  our  class  in  local  government  in  order,  the  sooner  we  shall  have 
power  in  our  hands,  and  the  sooner  we  shall  be  able  to  govern  ourselves  and 
not  be  governed  by  others  who  have  no  love  for  us.  As  a  Manchester  man,  1 
agree  there  is  no  better  centre  for  Holyoake  House  than  Manchester,  but  I  am 
very  much  disappointed  to  hear  that  all  students  should  be  sent  there.  I 
suggest  that  the  Education  Committee  keep  their  Holyoake  House  there,  but 
take  their  students'  centres  to  Scotland  and  other  places  where  wanted.  I  want 
to  offer  another  suggestion  :  it  is  time  that  the  whole  question  of  the  over- 
lapping in  the  work  of  education  committees  was  dealt  with — for  one  reason, 
committees  are  being  absolutely  starved  for  want  of  funds.  Your  programme 
is  large,  but  the  need  for  it  is  larger  still. 

Mr.  Rees  (Swansea)  :  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  rise,  as  a  young 
co-operator,  to  try  to  emphasise  Professor  Hall's  remarks.  I  think  there  is 
need  in  these  days  to  show  to  our  fellow-co-operators  that  the  principal  object 
of  co-operative  education  is  to  lead  to  better  service.  I  was  very  pleased 
with  the  note  of  idealism.       There  was  a  practical  feature  about  the  whole 
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address;  and  here  I  am  at  one  with  our  friend,  that  we  need  to  show  the 
supei-annuated  grocer  and  the  antiquated  ironmonger  that  we  have  a  true 
ideal  of  education — ^that  we  are  not  out  merely  to  make  better  workmen  of 
our  children,  but  to  produce  fitness  for  a  higher  service.  I  cannot  say  with 
our  friend  from  Scotland  that  I  have  sat  here  disappointed  with  any  point 
of  the  speech.  We  in  South  Wales,  in  regard  to  getting  children  to  run  and 
play  and  sing,  have  tried  it  in  connection  with  our  co-operative  children's 
choirs ;  and  we  feel  that  in  teaching  a  child  to  understand  through  play, 
through  natural  movement,  that  we  have  established  a  big  link  with  the 
movement. 

Mr.  Dean  (Clayton-le-Moors)  :  I  want  to  ask  a  question  regarding  the 
programme  for  the  juniors  from  fourteen  to  eighteen  years.  We  have  had 
some  trouble  after  going  through  "Our  Story,"  ae  there  was  nothing  to  take 
up  their  attention  until  they  got  to  some  advanced  stage  of  work.  I  suggest 
that  societies  shouM  co-operate  with  other  societies  in  the  neighbourhood. 
By  that  means  we  have  been  able  to  run  junior  employees'  classes  and  book- 
keeping classes.  It  has  been  said  that  too  much  money  is  being  spent  on 
entertainments.  My  society  has  found  that  money  spent  on  entertainments 
in  the  winter  time  has  given  a  large  number  of  members  and  their  wives  the 
opportunity  of  obtaining  co-operative  knowledge.  We  have  had  a  speaker 
on  some  subject  of  co-operation  during  the  concerts.  If  we  do  away  with 
concerts,  then  we  have  no  othea:  means  of  gaining  their  interest. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  :  I  want  to  emphasise  for  a  moment  the 
need  for  a  better  understanding  and  a  better  education  on  the  part  of  those 
of  us  who  sit  as  members  of  management  committees.  It  is  extremely  difficult 
t-o  get  up  a  healthy  financial  discussion  among  the  members  of  the  board  of 
management.  What  I  am  concerned  about  is  the  future  of  the  movement. 
It  seems  to  me  that  in  addition  to  the  children,  the  men  and  the  women  who 
take  part  in  the  actual  work  and  of  the  movement  can  get  a  better  conception 
of  the  real  problems  of  life  through  educational  effort.  Now,  as  to  British 
Musevmi  research,  those  matters  really  only  affect  the  dead ;  and  may  I 
remind  our  friend  from  Scotland  that  nearly  all  the  writers  of  the  classics 
are  dead  !  The  trouble  at  the  moment  is  that  so  many  societies  up  and  down 
the  country  are  faced  with  financial  difficulties.  Let  us  get  back  to  the  old 
2^  per  cent,  and  have  a  better  understanding  between  the  management  and  the 
education  committees,  because  it  is  only  by  united  effort  that  our  education 
policy  can  be  advanced. 

The  Chairman  :  I  will  now  call  upon  Professor  Hall  to  reply  to— — 

Several  speakers  rose  from  the  body  of  the  hall  to  speak. 

The  Chairman  :  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  give  way.    I  always  keep  my  word. 

Mrs.  Penny  (Sheffield)  :  I  only  want  to  ask  a  question. 

The  Chairman  :  Oh,  well,  put  your  question. 

Mrs.  Penny  :  Is  it  possible  for  a  woman  to  have  something  to  say  before 
Professor  Hall  replies  ? 
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The  Chairman  :  Well,  you  have  got  it  in  in  your  clever  way.  I  will  bow 
to  the  inevitable  and  accept  defeat.     So,  go  on. 

Mrs.  Penny  :  I  do  think  that  v/omen  ought  to  do  more  thinking  about 
such  an  important  question  as  education.  I  was  just  wondering  whether  or 
not  the  majority  of  us  are  making  a  mistake  in  our  thoughts  on  education. 
I  have  heard  many  people  speak  glibly  of  co-operation,  but  they  never  seem 
to  practise  it  in  their  own  lives.  One  has  only  to  sit  five  minutes  and  think 
to  realise  that  the  co-operative  movement  is  built  up  on  most  magnificent 
self-help.  If  only  twenty  of  us  would  go  from  this  meeting  imbued  with 
the  right  spirit,  we  would  do  more  to  revolutionifie  the  future  of  Society 
than  by  joining  any  section  here  or  there.  What  we  have  to  do  is  to  try  to 
put  the  interests  of  all  before  the  interests  of  self.  We  women,  let  us  keep 
the  young  hearts  clean  by  teaching  our  children  through  example.  It  is  not 
in  the  greatness  of  movements  but  in  the  young  and  simple  people  that  the 
future  lies. 

PROFESSOR    HALL    REPLIES. 

Professor  Hall  said  :  I  am  sorry  I  have  disappointed  Mr.  Dow.  We  have 
to  deal  with  materialistic  things  sometimes;  but  it  is  not  a  case  of  losing  sight 
of  what  is  beyond,  of  our  vision !  We  are  trying  to  realise  things  of  to-day 
as  a  preparation  for  the  things  of  to-morrow.  Mr.  Mundy  welcomed  the  book 
on  Local  Government,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  used,  because  if  we  are  to  be 
successful  in  political  activities  it  will  be  by  showing  that  we  can  do  the  job  as 
well  as  anybody  else,  if  not  better.  With  regard  to  the  classes  for  women,  T 
think  I  can  say  to  Mr.  Mundy  that  if  there  is  any  desire  to  organise  any  of 
these  classes,  we  have  a  syllabus  upon  which  those  classes  can  be  held.  I 
quite  agree  with  the  suggestion  as  to  educating  prospective  committee  mem- 
bers ;  if  we  only  knew  that  they  would  be  on  a  committee  three  years  hence 
it  would  be  very  convenient.  With  regard  to  educational  organisers  we  are 
in  agreement  on  this  matter.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  money  and  time, 
and  if  societies  will  rally  i-ound  the  Union  and  provide  the  necessary  funds 
I  am  quite  sure  the  Central  Education  Committee  will  assist  societies  in  this 
respect.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Whitlock,i  I  may  say  it  is  quite  open  to  his 
committee  to  write  to  other  conunittees  and  suggest  a  joint  conference  with 
them  without  waiting  for  the  Central  Committee  to  take  the  initiative.  He 
asks  when  will  there  be  a  Holyoake  House  in  London  ? — I  am  sure  everyone 
wishes  there  were  one  in  every  town  in  the  country.  There  will  be  one  in 
London  as  soon  as  London  societies  extend  their  work  so  much  as  to  make 
a  Holyoake  House  inevitable.  Mr.  Dow  asks  a  question  on  literature.  We 
all  recognise  the  value  of  literature,  but  I  hope  not  all  quite  in  the  same  spirit 
as  Germany  has  done  :  there  they  dissect  and  analyse  it — they  do  not  use  it 
for  its  inspirational  or  moral  teaching.  I  was  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Young,  an 
old  teacher  for  the  Union,  and  I  am  glad  he  recommended  classes  in  co-opera- 
tive finance.  With  regard  to  the  scholarships  being  in  Manchester,  if  some 
other  plaee  is  found  better,   then  it  will  be  selected.       But  there  are  some 
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good  points  in  Mancliester  even  yet.  That  the  work  of  our  education  com- 
mittees could  be  well  overhauled  I  quite  agree.  With  regard  to  the  observa- 
tions as  to  some  education  committees  expending  their  money  on  social  enter- 
tainment, I  think  we  ought  to  get  all  we  possibly  can  in  the  way  of  entertain- 
ment under  co-operative  auspices,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  called 
serious  education.  Mr.  Rees  touclied  on  the  higher  aspects,  and  I  agree  with 
him.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Dean,  I  may  say  that  we  have  now  a  strong  organisation 
of  our  young  people  between  14  and  16  years  of  age.  Mr.  Perry  emphasises 
the  necessity  for  having  educational  classes  in  London.  Again,  I  can  only  say 
it  depends  upon  the  magnitude  of  the  work  which  London  societies  undertake 
If  the  demand  exists,  I  do  not  think  the  Co-operative  Union  will  be  long  In 
providing  the  building.  On  the  question  of  the  education  grant,  we  think  that 
the  grants  in  future  should  be  a  minimum  of  a  shilling  per  member,  and  not  be 
dependent  on  profits.  If  the  profits  go  down  the  education  grant  goes  down. 
We  are  beginning  to  see  that  profits  was  a  wrong  basis  for  educational  grants. 
Societies  that  had  the  greatest  difficulties  and  needed  education  the  most 
frequently  got  the  least  grant,  because  their  profits  were  low.  We  must  base 
the  education  grant  on  the  number  of  members  in  the  future,  and  not  on  the 
amount  of  profits.  We  must  recognise  that  education  is  a  necessity,  not  a 
luxury ;  something  to  be  provided  out  of  the  income,  and  not  out  of  the 
profits.  Now,  in  respect  to  Mrs.  Penny's  remarks,  we  want  economics  to  be 
considered  in  a  less  narrow  manner  than  in  the  past.  We  not  only-  want 
to  know  how  a  man  makes  his  income,  but  what  his  contribution  talife  is — not 
a  particular  individual's  quickest  way  of  making  a  fortune,  but  how  the 
welfare  of  the  people  is  best  promoted.  Mrs.  Penny  is  quite  right  about  the 
educational  attitude.  After  all,  education  in  the  outside  world  is  principally 
concerned  with  helping  young  people  to  get  on  or  urging  them  to  be  educated 
in  order  to  compete  with  Germany  or  some  other  country.  The  education  that 
is  needed  in  this  world  is  not  to  make  us  more  efficient  to  compete  with  one 
another,  but  to  co-operate  with  one  another ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  spread  that 
view  of  education.  And  the  sooner  this  type  of  education  is  attempted  in 
national  educational  work,  as  well  as  in  the  co-operative  movement,  the 
sooner  we  can  hope  for  better  relations  at  home  and  abroad  as  well. 
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The  Congress  proceedings  opened  in  the  Central  Hall,  Liverpool, 
promptly  at  9-30  on  Monday  morning.  The  scene  was  an  animated  one,  the 
floor  of  the  hall  being  literally  packed  with  delegates,  whilst  the  spacious 
gallery  was  also  well  filled.  Amongst  the  many  interesting  visitors  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Daude-Bancel  and  Mr.  Waseige,  who  had  travelled  specially  from 
France. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Wood  (Ton),  the  retiring  president,  extended  a  hearty  welcome 
to  the  delegates.  He  said  :  Let  me  at  the  outset  extend  to  all  visitors  and 
delegates  a  hearty  welcome,  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Board,  to  this  Liverpool 
Congress.  I  hope  that  your  stay  will  be  a  pleasant  on©,  and  that  you  will 
cari'y  away  agreeable  recollections  of  Liverpool  and  district.  I  think  that 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  the  appearance  of  Congress  this  morning  at  its 
fiftieth  anniversary  looks  healthy  and  robust,  with  every  indication  of  great 
hopes  for  tlxe  future.  My  duty  this  morning  is  an  exceptionally  pleasant 
one.  I  have  to  introduce  the  Deputy-Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool.  There  was 
a  time  in  the  history  of  our  movement  when  the  civic  authorities  did  not 
recognise  the  importance  of  our  movement,  and  there  was  no  civic  reception. 


74  Deputy-Mayor  8  Welcomb. 

To-day,  the  movement  has  progressed  and  developed,  and  every  city  and  town 
visited  vie  with  each  other  in  extending  to  the  Co-operative  Congress  a  hearty 
welcome.  Liverpool  was  not  backward  in  this  respect.  We  heard  on 
Saturday  that  the  Lord  Mayor  had  had  to  go  away  from  home  for  his  healtli's 
sake,  but  he  has  deputed  the  Deputy-Lord  Mayor  (Alderman  Mather)  to 
extend  to  us  a  civic  welcome.  During  the  last  fifty  years  the  movement  has 
developed,  and  has  entered  into  the  life  of  about  a  quaiter  of  the  population 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  It  is  gratifying  to  see  on  the  platfoiin  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  co-operation,  who  took  a  leading  part  in  inaugurating  the  first 
Congress,  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Edward  Owen  Greening.  He  appears  to  be 
renewing  his  youth  as  time  goes  on.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  in  asking 
Alderman  Mather  to  give  us  a  civic  welcome. 

The  Deputy-Lord  Mayor  :  In  the  first  place  I  must  apologise  for  the 
absence  of  the  Lord  Mayor.  As  I  stated  on  Saturday,  he  is  unable,  thi'ough 
reasons  of  health,  to  be  present  at  your  gathering  to-day.  His  Lordship  has 
had  a  very  strenuous  time  for  months  past,  and  is  taking  advantage  of  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays  to  have  a  short  respite  from  his  labours  at  the  Town 
Hall.  In  his  name  and  in  the  name  of  the  citizens  of  Liverpool  I  offer  you 
a  wann  and  hearty  welcome  to  this  city,  and  wish  you  every  success  upon  your 
deliberations.  It  is,  I  understand,  nineteen  years  since  you  had  your  annual 
Congi'ess  here,  and  if  I  remember  right  the  co-operative  movement  had  not 
before  that  been  very  extensive  in  this  district,  but  the  holding  of  Congress 
here  seems  to  have  brought  the  question  of  co-operation  prominently  before 
the  residents  in  the  city,  with  tlie  result  that  the  movement  has  increased 
here  considerably  since  that  date.  I  am  sure  that  you  will  not  expect  from 
me  a  speech  on  the  co-operative  movement ;  I  am  afraid  that  I  should  fail  if 
I  wei"e  to  try.  I  should  be  preaching  to  the  converted ;  when  I  preach  I 
only  preach  to  the  unconverted.  It  is  a  subject  on  which  the  most  recently 
appointed  member  will  possess  more  knowledge  than  I  have.  All  that  I  can 
say  is  that  I  realise,  as  everybody  else  does,  the  value  of  co-operation.  Before 
I  retired  I  belonged  to  the  profession  of  the  law ;  we  believe  in  co-operation 
there.  The  great  wai*  in  which  we  are  engaged  is,  after  all,  a  question  of 
alliance  and  co-operation.  One  great  race  is  fighting  against  another,  and 
we  realise  that  in  war,  as  in  peace,  unity  is  strength.  Co-operation  brings 
success.  Your  organisation,  I  understand,  has  grown  up  from  small 
beginnings,  and  I  know  that  it  is  still  growing.  You  may  in  various  places 
hold  your  yearly  meetings  and  deliberations,  but  I  ventui'e  to  say  that  in  no 
city  or  town  will  you  receive  a  better  or  more  hearty  welcome  than  in  this 
great  port.  We  have  many  interesting  features  in  the  city,  and  although  I 
am  satisfied  that  you  have  com©  on  business  still  there  must  be  a  few  intervals 
when  you  can  visit  our  landing  stage,  oui*  docks,  our  art  gallery,  our  great 
classical  St.  Geoi-ge's  Hall,  the  Town  Hall,  and  our  public  parks  and 
buildings.  I  hope  that  you  will  have  fine  weather,  and  that  after  you  have 
finished  your  labours  you  will  carry  back  to  your  various  districts  the  goodwill 
of  this  city.       In  Liverpool  the  co-operative  movement  is  now,   I  believe. 
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etrong,  and  supplies  the  public  need.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  result  of 
this  Congress  will  be  to  still  further  sti'engthen  the  movement  here.  We  wish 
you  well ;  we  wish  you  success ;  and  we  wish  you  prosperity  for  all  that  con- 
cerns the  public  good.  I  hope  that  you  will  kindly  excuse  my  leaving  at 
once  as  I  am  wanted  in  a  few  minutes  at  the  Police  Court.  You  all  know 
that  when  one  is  wanted  at  that  tribunal  the  sooner  one  responds  to  that  call 
the  better,  or  all  the  worse  for  one.  Again,  in  the  name  of  the  City  of  Liver- 
pool allow  me  to  wish  you  "  God-speed." 

Mr.  E.  R.  Wood  :  We  are  thankful  to  the  Deputy-Lord  Mayor  for 
extending  a  civic  welcome  to  Liverpool.  As  the  Deputy-Lord  Mayor  has  to 
go  to  the  police  court  at  once  I  ask  the  Congress  to  extend  their  heartiest 
tlianks  to  their  notable  visitor. 

The  delegates  signified  their  approval  with  a  hearty  chorus  of  "Ayes." 

The  Chairman,  following  the  time-honoured  custom,  presented  to  the 
Deputy-Lord  Mayor  a  beautifully  bound  volume  of  "  Industrial  Co-opera- 
tion"  and  a  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  "Annual"  as  a  memento  of  the 
occasion. 

Alderman  Mather  :  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  vote  of  thanks,  though 
it  was  perfectly  unnecessary.  It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  come 
here.  If  I  want  a  character  when  I  get  to  the  other  place  I  will  refer  them 
to  you. 

The  Chairman  :  I  have  another  and  a  very  pleasant  duty  to  perform 
before  I  retire,  and  that  is  to  introduce  the  President-elect  to  this  Congress. 
I  hardly  think  it  requires  any  words  of  mine  to  do  so.  All  co-operators 
know  Mr.  Thomas  Killon.  He  has  been  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  member 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Bo;.u'd,  and  has  succeeded  to  the  chairmanship 
after  our  dear  old  fi'iend,  Mr.  Shillito.  That  speaks  volumes  for  the  opinion 
which  co-operators  and  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Board  have  of  him. 
We  all  know  Mr.  Killon  as  a  man  of  intelligence,  capacity,  and  character,  and 
when  we  have  a  man  of  this  kind  at  the  head  of  an  institution  there  is  r.'O 
doubt  of  its  success.  I  sincerely  hope  you  will  extend  to  Mr.  Killon,  as  the 
President,  the  same  kindly  feeling  that  you  extended  to  me  last  year  at 
Swansea.  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  asking  Mr.  Killon  to  deliver  his 
inaugural  address. 

Mr.  Killon,  who  was  very  warmly  welcomed — the  Congress  vigorously 
applauding  for  little  some  time — turning  to  Mr.  Wood,  said  :  I  am  sure  I 
shall  receive  from  you,  as  the  ex-president,  every  sympathy  and  support ;  and 
the  experience  you  gained  at  the  Swansea  Congress  will  be  most  valuable  to 
me  at  the  present  time.  I  hope  to  receive  from  the  Congress  generally  their 
support  and  sympathy,  and  that  I  shall  be  able  to  discharge  my  duty 
satisfactorily.  I  may  say,  he  proceeded,  addressing  the  Congress,  that  T 
want  you  to  quite  understand  that  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  put  the  views 
I  hold  into  writing.  That  is  not  my  method  of  addressing  an  audience,  but  it 
was  pointed  out  that  perhaps  it  would  be  just  as  well  if  I  put  my  views  into 
consecutive  order  on  paper. 
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INAUGURAL    ADDRESS. 

LADIB3  AND   GENTLEMEN, 

The  greatest  and  the  most  diabolical  war  in  the  world's 
history  is  still  with  us,  still  permeating  practically  every  home  in 
Europe  with  its  barbarous  influence,  stained  with  the  blood  and 
suffering  not  only  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  but  of  innocert  children 
and  unprotected  women.  It  may  seem  at  times  that  we  are 
taking  this  gigantic  crime  of  civilisation  A\ith  reprehensible  in- 
difference, but  that,  perhaps,  is  because  one's  ideas  and  emotions 
are  baffled  by  the  unprecedented  human  butchery  and  wickedness 
into  which  we  have  been  plunged  in  an  age  when  it  was  assumed 
that  war  between  leading  civilisations  had  become  impossible. 
How  can  we  forget  or  forgive  those  upon  whom  the  terrible 
responsibility  rests  ? 

Wars  are  caused  chiefly  by  military  ambition,  commercial 
greed,  or  the  social  madness  of  a  comparatively  few  people  to 
dominate  the  civilised  world  without  consulting  the  wishes  and 
rights  of  the  people.  The  effect  of  the  lust  and  vanity  of  these 
comparatively  few  rulers  on  vast  numbers  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  cannot  be  measured  by  mere  phrases.  For  a  time  it  has 
stifled  social  progress,  economic  betterment,  and  industrial  develop- 
ment whether  on  individual  or  co-operative  lines.  Its  gross,  evil 
influence  has  affected  every  citizen  in  Europe,  whether  it  be  in 
respect  of  food,  shelter,  education,  freedom  of  speech,  or  t!io 
capacity  for  advancement  in  the  material  and  refined  arts  and 
practices  of  peace.  It  has  disfigured  communities  with  relentless 
destruction,  and  checked,  for  the  time  being,  the  progress  of  the 
human  race  towards  the  mutual  achievements  of  the  people  for 
which  we  in  this  assembly,  and  our  predecessors,  have  stood, 
fought,  and  sacrificed  in  our  system  of  co-operation,  for  nigh  on 
one  hundred  years.  The  future  of  civilisation,  especially  that 
embracing  the  rights  and  freedom  of  the  workers  must  be  con- 
trolled by  the  |K;ople  for  the  people.  How  are  we  to  achieve  this 
just  and  desirable  result  ?  Shall  it  be  on  the  principle  of  each  for 
all  and  all  for  each,  or  on  the  policy — which  is  not  a  principle — 
of  each  man's  hand,  energy,  and  brains  against  the  other  ?     Is 
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co-operation  going  to  be  a  universal  principle  and  practice  in  the 
world  of  trade,  commerce,  and  ethics,  or  only  a  sentimental 
argument  ?  If  so,  the  first  essential  we  ought  to  secure  is  unity 
amongst  ourselves,  unity  in  our  purpose,  unity  in  our  material 
and  moral  aims. 

We  may  realise,  as  we  must  realise  from  the  startling  revela- 
tions of  Prince  Lichnowsky  and  others,  that  the  Prussianism  of 
Germany  is  the  military  pest  of  Europe  against  which  we  must 
safeguard  the  welfare  of  the  people.  But  shall  we  be  safe  when 
we  have  accomplished  this — that  is,  shall  we  be  safe  from  injustice, 
inequality,  and  exploitation  ?  Were  we  safe  from  these  forms  of 
social  incompetence  before  the  outbreak  of  the  blood  and  iron 
policy  of  Prussia  ?  Shall  we  not  still  have  in  our  own  country — 
as  in  all  countries — self-seeking  vested  interests,  the  policy  of 
whose  operations  is  to  infest  us  with  social  sores — vested  interests 
which  we  must  oppose  and  conquer  by  the  increasing  power  and 
the  unquestionable  right  of  collective  action  before  we  enter  that 
realm  of  justice  and  equity  which  we  as  co-operators  have  striven 
to  attain  for  more  than  two  generations. 

What  has  been  one  of  the  lessons  taught  to  us  by  the  war  1 
Is  it  not  the  same  lesson  that  all  history  should  have  taught  us  ? 
Is  it  not  the  lesson  that  our  lives  are  held  and  enslaved  too  much 
by  private  interests  and  that  as  long  as  we  do  not  possess,  and 
cannot  control,  the  means  of  life,  we  cannot  escape  the  grinding 
clutches  of  the  few  vested  interests  that  hold  their  hands  upon 
the  daily  requirements  of  the  wage-earning  population  ? 

A  mere  handful  of  the  world's  financiers  who,  by  means  of  the 
telegraph  or  cable,  can  operate  at  once  in  all  the  principal  capitals 
of  the  world,  mostly  control  the  vast  supplies  of  the  earth  and 
influence  the  fixing  of  prices.  They  are  perhaps  more  co-operative 
in  action  for  themselves  than  we  are  for  ourselves.  They  are  mori^ 
jealous  about  their  policy  of  self -enrichment  than  we  are  about 
our  co-operative  policy  for  the  good  of  all  in  common.  They 
exercise  great  power,  and  force  their  influence  upon  States  and 
Governments.  The  small  rings  of  vested  interests  have  had  a 
more  disastrous  effect  upon  the  homes  of  the  people  than  the  war 
itself.      Their     operations     have     encircled     the     world.    Their 
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machinery  for  combined  action  is  more  precise  and  more  workable 
than  ours.  Unless  we  can  place  ourselves  where  they  are — in  the 
ruling  channels  of  the  world's  trade — we  shall  never  be  free  to 
complete  the  commonwealth  we  are  building  against  the  com- 
mercial and  economic  ideas  they  practise.  They  have  the  banks 
at  their  command.  The  world's  markets  are  part  of  their 
organisation.  They  have  the  power  to  regulate  supplies  of  com- 
modities and  fix  pi  ices.  They  seek  strength  by  combination  and 
federation.  The  political  economy  they  embrace  is  the  political 
economy  which  helps  to  maintain  their  hold  upon  the  necessities 
of  the  people  at  their  own  price.  I  can  only  hint  at  their  place 
and  power  in  society  ;  to  deal  adequately  with  the  subject  one 
would  have  to  write  a  large  volume,  so  intimately  are  they 
associated  with  the  marketing  processes  of  every  staple  commodity. 
They  have  created  for  themselves  a  variety  of  rings  through  which 
every  article  must  pass  from  the  grower  to  the  consumer,  and  every 
stage  of  the  process  forms  a  subtle  excuse  for  profit-making.  They 
are  ever  ready  to  band  themselves  together  in  a  solid  phalanx 
against  any  encroachment  of  the  co-operative  movement.  We 
cannot  touch  wheat,  or  butter,  or  sugar,  or  tea,  or  anything  else 
essential  to  life  without  having  to  meet  their  claims,  pay  their 
self-created  dues,  and  give  unto  them — although  they  toil  nor  spin 
not — that  which  under  a  co-operative  system  would  be  bestowed 
upon  the  consumer.  It  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds,  surely,  of  many 
of  our  members  how  they  tried  to  confuse  and  defeat  us  by  an 
amazing  series  of  plans  and  counter-plans  on  the  London  Tea 
Market.  And  this  effort  to  overawe  us  is  only  one  instance  of 
others  we  have  met  with  or  shall  have  to  meet  with,  whenever  we 
try  to  secure  a  prominent  footing  in  any  market  in  a  staple  com- 
modity requisite  to  our  needs. 

Their  concentration  of  power  is  growing.  It  would  be  unwise 
not  to  recognise  it.  We  find  forms  of  federation  gradually  in- 
creasing in  wealth  and  strength  in  all  sections  of  trade  and  commerce. 
Small  unions  of  capitalists  are  joining  larger  unions,  larger  unions 
are  joining  federations,  and  federations  are  being  welded  into 
greater  federations.  Co-operative  action  is  spreading  in  the  form 
of  powerful  monopUes  in  the  mining,  engineering,  textile,  and 
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other  leading  indastries.  Railway  companies,  shipping  combines, 
and  commercial  banks  are  amalgamating.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  amalgamations  of  trade,  commerce,  transport,  and  banking 
to  be  concentiating  their  forces,  and  accumulating  extensive 
funds  out  of  war  profits  in  the  way  the^  are  without  our  position 
and  outlook  as  co-operators  being  seriously  affected.  We  have 
preached  ideals  and  urged  ethical  considerations  in  industry  and 
commerce  as  no  other  force  on  earth  has  done.  But  are  we  to 
assume  that  mere  theories  of  ideals  and  ethics  will  stand  in  the 
world  against  the  solid  construction  and  reconstruction  of  those 
who  now  govern  that  without  which  we  should  be  useless — that  is 
the  means  of  production,  exchange,  and  distribution  ?  It  is 
because  we  are  not  great  enough  in  these  material  things  that  we 
are  the  economic  victims  of  those  who  have  them  in  their  possession. 
Without  this  possession  ideals  cannot  be  sustained  in  practice,  or, 
at  any  rate,  cannot  be  effectively  applied  to  our  daily  lives. 

Therefore,  let  us  pursue  the  material  and  enrich  it  when  and 
where  we  can  with  the  ideal.  Let  us  dignify  labour  and  manu- 
facture, extend  our  ownership  of  fields  and  mines  and  factories. 
Let  us  believe,  as  co-operators,  there  can  be  no  form  of  recon- 
struction after  the  war  that  does  not  lead  people  to  the  collective 
possession  and  control  of  the  essentials  of  life.  To  be  running 
after  other  forms  of  reconstruction  will  lead  to  disappointment. 
It  is  our  co-operative  object  not  to  reshuffle  the  existing  state  of 
society,  but  to  replace  it.  To  do  this  we  must  extend  our  owner- 
ship of  industry,  and  whilst  supporting  the  increasing  cry  of 
"  Back  to  the  land,"  we  must  do  what  we  can  to  get  the  land  back 
to  the  people  ! 

What  has  been  the  position  of  the  co-operative  movement 
during  the  war  ?  The  impression  may  be  running  through  the 
minds  of  some  of  my  hearers  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Societies — the  trading  and  commercial  body  of  the  movement — 
has  not  done  all  that  it  might  have  done  to  check  the  activities 
of  those  whose  custom  has  been  to  preach  patriotism,  but,  in 
practice,  to  exploit  the  consumer,  to  pay  income  tax,  excess  profits, 
and  super-tax  out  of  the  consumer's  pocket,  or  from  the  increased 
cost  of  living.     But  the  day  will  come  when,  I  hope,  the  grim 
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fight  wJiich  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  has  had  to  wage 
with  the  Government  and  vested  interests  must  be  narrated  in 
its  true  colours.  All  the  vnt,  education,  and  the  imity  and  jKtwer 
of  vested  interests  have  been  combined  against  our  honest  appeals 
on  behalf  of  the  co-operative  wage-earners.  Our  success  has  been 
thwarted  by  subtle  manoeuvring,  of  which  our  members  have  no 
conception . 

Despite  our  justifiable  claims,  our  power,  our  organisation 
and  experience  as  distributors  of  the  people's  foods,  backed  by 
economic  methods,  we  have  never  been  properly  recognised.  We 
have  been  asked  to  serve  the  Government  and  the  country  in  an 
advisory  capacity,  but  not  to  take  a  lead,  or  force  a  lead,  in  which 
we  should  have  been  justified  by  the  widespread  existence  of  our 
organisation  to  deal  uniformly  and  adequately  with  one  quarter 
of  the  total  population  of  the  country.  Why  have  we  not  been 
justly  recognised  ?  Whilst  we  may  rail  at  the  operations  of  the 
vested  interests  to  defeat  our  co-operative  principle  by  urging 
upon  the  Government  a  co-operative  system  of  their  own,  there 
has  not  been  the  cohesion  there  might  have  been  in  our  ranks. 
Whilst  our  trading  enemies  have  spoken  to  the  Government  with 
one  voice,  we  have  spoken  with  several,  drawn  from  various 
sections  of  the  movement.  Frequently,  where  they  have  been 
co-operative  in  their  own  interests,  we  have  been  divided  in  ours. 
Is  it  not  possible  to  create  a  central  authority  in  our  midst,  which, 
whilst  being  able  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  entire  movement  in 
national  affairs,  could  command  obedience  from  the  whole  of  our 
organisation. 

As  far  as  the  Boards  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  are 
concerned,  we  have  done  our  best  to  help  our  country  in  its  national 
crisis,  as  we  ought  to  do.  But  we  have  not  been  heeded  or  recog- 
nised by  the  Government,  and  not  always  by  our  own  societies  in 
the  way  we  claim  we  ought  to  have  been.  We  have  freely  offered 
men,  finance,  and  our  entire  machinery  to  assist  in  distribution  in 
a  way  that  would  have  kept  down  prices.  Even  where  our 
skilfully-planned  proposals  have  won  the  approval  of  various 
Ministers  of  the  Realm,  they  have  been  finally  ignored.  Why  ? 
Is  it  not  because  the  real  Government  or  control  of  the  country 
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is  mostly  invisible,  and  largely  in  the  hands  of  great  vested  interests 
repiesenting  the  trading,  the  commercial,  and  the  money-making 
markets  ?  So  far,  we  have  refrained  from  telling  the  whole  of 
the  story  in  respect  to  war-time  trading  relations,  in  order  not  to 
hamper  the  nation  and  our  allies  in  pursuing  this  war  of  European 
liberty  to  a  victorious  conclusion.  Biit,  when  the  bloodshed  has 
ceased,  we  trust  that  some  of  our  writers  will  not  hesitate  to  tell 
it  justly  and  plainly,  as  a  lesson  to  the  co-operative  democracy  of 
this  and  other  countries. 

The  individual  system  of  trade  and  commerce  is  bad  at  any 
time  for  the  mass  of  the  people.  It  is  bad  in  peace  times.  It  is 
infinitely  worse  during  the  great  war.  In  fact,  this  war  has  been 
too  big  for  it.  It  has  broken  down,  and  has  been  replaced  by 
State  action  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  a  form 
of  co-operation  not  comparable  with  that  which  we  practise  daily. 
Our  principle  has  been  imitated  and  stolen  to  bolster  up  vested 
interests  that  had  failed  to  serve  the  country  for  the  time  being, 
but  who  will  endeavour  to  reinforce  their  policy  of  individualism 
on  the  restoration  of  peace.  Individualism  has  been  suspended 
for  the  time  being,  and  individualists  have  become  co-operators 
for  the  same  ends  they  acted  as  individualists,  which  was  to  exist 
on  labour  and  the  consumer  by  means  of  private  interest,  profit, 
commission,  and  usury. 

The  curse  of  all  countries  at  all  times  is  the  enormous  accumu  • 
lation  of  wealth  in  a  few  hands. 

In  indisputable  proof  of  this  we  need  only  to  take  a  few  plain 
figures.  Prior  to  the  war  the  national  income  of  the  Uiiited  King- 
dom was  roundly  estimated  at  two  thousand  one  hundred  million 
pounds  sterling  (£2,100,000,000).  How  was  this  divided  ?  About 
one-half,  it  was  computed  by  Sir  li.  G.  Chiozza-Money,  was  enjoyed 
by  12  per  cent  of  the  entire  population.  More  than  one-third  of 
it  was  enjoyed  by  about  3  per  cent  of  the  population.  In  other 
figures,  it  was  estimated  that  in  1908,  out  of  a  population  of  44 
million  persons,  1 ,400,000  received  two-thirds  of  the  entire  income 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  5,500,000  persons  (reckoned  by  the 
family)  received  a  sum  about  equal  to  that  obtained  by  the  rest 
of  the  38,500,000  persons.     If  this  is  not  an  example  of  glaring 
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inequality  of  distribution  that  ought  to  rouse  the  masses  into 
co-operative  action,  what  is  ?  How  many  evils  in  the  form  of 
waste  and  vanity  is  it  the  cause  of  ?  Economists  have  suggested 
that  if  some  of  the  vast  wealth  accumulated  by  the  few  could 
be  distributed  among  the  many  by  a  fresh  system  of  society,  to 
what  greater  extent  would  it  be  expended  on  useful  things,  and 
vastly  increase  the  prod  jction  and  wealth  of  the  nation  1  Is  there 
any  system  of  ijidustry  and  commerce  that  would  level  the 
distribution  and  use  of  the  entire  income  better  and  surer  than 
co-operation,  wherein  the  fields,  factories,  workshops,  &c.,  by 
^  which  wealth  is  created,  would  be  collectively  and  equitably 
owned  ? 

The  economic  state  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  similar  to  that 
of  other  countries.  Take  the  United  States,  the  land  of  the  mighty 
dollar,  which  is  a  new  country  compared  to  ours.  But,  whether 
new  or  old,  the  same  conditions  of  deplorable  inequality  manifest 
themselves,  and  the  same  conditions  of  immense  riches  on  one 
hand,  and  black  poverty  on  the  other,  disgrace  the  land.  For 
instance,  65  per  cent  of  wives  and  mothers  of  working  men  in  the 
United  States  are  forced  to  do  hard  work  to  keep  the  wolf  from 
the  door,  and  nearly  20  per  cent  of  the  school  children  are  underfed 
and  imder-nourished.  Yet,  60  per  cent  of  the  wealth  is  claimed 
by  2  per  cent  of  the  rich.  This  is  not  the  conclusion  of  any  irre- 
sponsible agitator,  but  that  of  the  United  States  Commission 
appointed  by  Act  of  Congress  in  1912. 

I  repeat  :  reconstruction  after  the  war  is  now  a  popular  theme. 
But  is  it  to  be  reconstruction  hand  in  hand  with  vested  interests, 
who  will  never  be  prepared  to  serve  the  people  in  the  same  lavish 
manner  they  serve  themselves  ?  Or,  is  it  to  be  reconstruction  on 
real  co-operative  lines,  with  the  producer,  distributor,  and  con- 
sumer united,  and  acting  as  one  interest  for  the  well-being  of  all  ? 
Should  not  all  workers  of  this  country — and  the  workers  of  the 
world,  if  you  will — combine  with  this  industrial,  commercial,  and 
economic  object  in  view  1  So  long  as  we  are  divided  in  social 
aspirations,  political  aims,  and  economic  and  labour  theories,  our 
progress  will  be  slow  and  inefficient.  We  now  hear  of  the  cry  of 
a  wider  labour  party.    Why  not  at  the  same  time  a  wider  co- 
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operative  party,  acquiring  fields,  factories,  mines,  workshops, 
transport  service,  &c.,  to  make  ourselves,  first  of  all,  self-supporting 
regarding  the  material  needs  of  life  ?  If  a  wider  people's  political 
party  can  help  us,  by  all  means  give  it  a  chance  by  faithful 
adherence  to  its  democratic  principles.  But,  when  we  have 
achieved  that,  we  shall  still  be  wanting  in  the  essential  possession 
of  the  means  by  which  we  must  live — that  is,  in  co-operative 
production,  exchange,  and  distribution. 

If  we  do  not  succeed  in  this  direction  our  daily  requirements 
will  be  dominated  by  productive  and  manufacturing  trusts, 
combined  with  a  private  multiple  system  of  distribution.  Private 
trade,  as  understood  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  may  be  regarded 
as  dead,  I  cannot  believe  that  the  people  of  this  country  will 
ever  return  to  it  again.  Trade  and  commerce  will  be  governed 
in  future  by  various  forms  of  co-operation  less  wasteful  and  more 
efficient  than  the  old  and  free  competitive  system  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  But  these  will  be  forms  of  co-operation  opposed  to  our 
own  Rochdale  plan.  In  the  struggle  for  supremacy  we  shall 
doubtlessly  come  to  grips  with  them,  and  that  which  succeeds  the 
most  will  decide  the  future  outlook  of  the  people  ;  but  if  the 
masses  on  our  side  are  as  strong  and  determined  with  regard  to 
our  system  of  co-operation  as  they  are  numerous,  there  need  be 
no  fear  of  the  results. 

Democracy  is  now  on  its  trial.  If  it  has  a  clear  vision  of  what 
it  should  be  aiming  at,  and  if  wisely  led,  I  believe  that  no  power 
can  interpose  its  will  to  stay  the  onward  march  to  social  and 
economic  victory.  Just  as  we  are  endeavouring  to  destroy 
militarism  as  a  dominant  factor,  just  as  surely  will  we  destroy 
vested  interests,  which  form  a  blot  upon  our  social  system,  and 
which  prevent  a  true  development  towards  a  higher  and  nobler 
condition  of  human  welfare. 

Besides  unity  we  need  education.  We  need  education  that 
would  give  us  confidence  in  managing  our  own  afEairs,  and  in 
competing  with  the  education  of  those  opposed  to  us.  We  need 
education  to  equip  us  for  all  essential  functions  of  life — education 
that  will  give  us  true  culture,  a  khowledge  of  our  own  and  other 
countries  that  will  endow  us  with  language  to  converse  with  men 
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and  women  of  other  nations,  whether  it  be  for  moral  upliftment 
or  trade  and  commerce  ;  that  will  give  us  science  to  apply  to  our 
own  co-operative  industry. 

In  future  the  land  will  still  be  the  main  source  of  wealth  ;  at 
the  same  time,  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  wonderful  means  of 
creating  wealth  will  arise  from  the  application  of  science  to  industry. 
Science  applied  to  land  may  make  two  blades  of  grass  grow  where 
one  formerly  grew,  and  its  application  to  industry  will  enable  us  to 
derive  wealth,  as  if  by  magic,  from  the  products  and  by-products 
accruing  out  of  raw  materials.  The  future  of  material  progress 
will  rest  very  much  with  the  engineer  and  the  chemist.  If  we  are 
to  make  co-operation  not  merely  part  of  the  State,  or  a  State 
within  a  State,  but  the  State  itself,  we  shall  require  the  highest 
education  in  these  two  branches  of  usefulness  as  in  other  important 
developments  of  life. 

Therefore,  we  co-operators,  who  are  striving  for  a  new  world 
with  regard  to  aU  things  that  concern  the  real  well-being  of  the 
human  race,  should  express  hearty  support  on  behalf  of  the  new 
Education  Bill  of  the  Ministry  of  Education.  "  I  particularly  allude 
to  those  clauses  in  the  proposal  which  will  create  longer  and  higher 
educational  opportunities  for  the  children  of  the  workers.  Never 
in  the  history  of  Parliament  has  anything  so  elaborate  been 
suggested  for  the  better  equipment  of  the  children  of  the  masses 
with  respect  to  general  knowledge,  science,  human  efficiency,  and 
the  opportunity  to  prepare  themselves  for  a  higher  standard  of 
life  in  health,  refinement,  learning,  and  practical  achievement. 
Let  the  half-time  system  sink  with  other  evils  of  the  past.  But 
compensation  to  the  parents  must  follow  in  its  train.  Give 
the  children  of  all  grades  a  chance  to  develop  and  use  their  brain- 
power for  the  good  of  society  irrespective  of  class  distinction. 
Place  no  barrier  to  ability,  whether  it  be  in  the  son  and  daughter 
of  the  labourer,  or  in  the  son  and  daughter  of  the  aristocrat.  Never, 
in  my  opinion,  has  the  best  and  widest  education  been  more  needed 
in  the  children  of  the  people  to  establish  their  own  equitable 
sj'stem  of  society,  or  to  compete  successfully  with  those  who, 
by  higher  education  and  privilege,  dominate  the  lives  ajid  check 
the  desires  of  the  lower  classes.     The  workers  require  education 
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not  only  to  provide  a  new  interest  in  life,  but  to  advance 
co-operation  in  all  forms.  In  a  higher  education  lies  at  least  a 
part  of  their  hope  of  the  future. 

But  I  would  like  to  add  that  no  system  of  education  could  give 
satisfaction  to  me  which  did  not  tend  to  break  down  the  callous 
caste  feeling  between  one  class  and  another,  leading,  as  it  does, 
to  many  evils  in  the  community.  I  would  put  all  children,  rich 
or  poor,  through  a  form  of  elementary  schools,  and  let  those  of 
all  classes  who  have  the  ability  proceed  together  to  higher  schools 
and  the  university.  Brains  and  not  cash  should  be  the  deter- 
mining factor  as  to  which  pursuit  in  life  persons  should  be  employed. 

Coming  to  our  own  pressing  co-operative  afEairs,  it  would  ill 
become  me  not  to  express  a  protest  against  the  infliction  of  the 
Excess  Profits  Duty  upon  an  organisation  like  ours,  mainly  com- 
posed of  hard-working  men  and  women.  Is  there  any  semblance 
of  justice  in  making  us  pay,  as  consumers,  in  the  cost  of  food, 
clothing,  shelter,  and  pleasure,  the  taxes  and  excess  profits  of  the 
wealthy  classes,  and  then  extracting  excess  profits  out  of  what  we 
spend  with  our  retail  society,  or  with  our  own  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Societies  ?  Never  was  the  cost  of  living  all  round  higher, 
seldom  have  the  requirements  of  life  been  so  restricted  ;  but 
despite  these,  and  the  higher  taxes  of  various  kinds  upon  the 
wealthier  classes,  profits,  dividends,  and  reserve  funds  for  future 
use  have  increased  during  the  war  almost  in  proportion  to  the 
enhanced  charges  upon  our  daily  necessities. 

Even  Government  control  has  resulted  in  handsome  profits 
for  producers,  manufacturers,  traders,  and  middlemen  in  our  own 
and  in  other  countries.  It  was  never  easier  to  pay  high  taxation, 
or  make  large  profits.  The  income  of  wage-earners,  it  is  true,  is 
much  higher  than  formerly  in  some  instances.  But  they  have  to 
work  harder  under  fatiguing  conditions  for  what  they  obtain. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  earnings  of  many  workers  are  much  less  in 
proportion  to  the  increased  cost  of  living,  and  thousands  of  families 
can  only  live  by  depriving  themselves  of  commodities  essential 
to  the  maintenance  of  health  and  strength. 

But  how  are  we  to  remedy  these  evils  ?  We  have  reached  the 
stage  when  we  must  decide  definitely  in  our  own  minds  whether, 
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among  all  the  forces  of  the  world,  any  is  capable  of  establishing 
a  better  remedy  than  is  co-operation.  Can  we  hope  for  much  from 
politics  alone  ?  If  rightly  conducted  we  can.  But  now  that  we 
have  adopted  a  co-operative  political  attitude  and  are  establishing 
a  political  organisation,  let  me  say  that  I  hope  that  in  the  whirl 
of  political  activity  we  shall  not  forget  the  more  solid  necessity 
of  giving  a  sound  co-operative  industrial  and  commercial  founda- 
tion to  our  co-operative  State.  Unless  politics  is  wielded  solely 
for  our  co-operative  ends  it  may  become  a  positive  danger.  There- 
fore, in  politics  let  us  keep  clean  and  clear  about  our  entire  purpose. 

The  true  science  of  politics  is  indispensable  to  the  well-being  of 
any  sound  democratic  community.  The  true  science  of  politics 
is  therefore  essential  to  a  complete  co-operative  State.  But  are 
fields  and  mines,  factories,  railways,  and  distributive  stores  also 
not  indispensable  to  us  ?  It  would  be  fatal  to  overlook  this  form 
of  our  activity,  or  lessen  it,  by  throwing  ourselves  into  politics. 
We  have  to  suffer  injustice  and  exploitation,  not  so  much  because 
we  have  not  been  political,  as  because  we  have  not  advanced 
sufficiently  in  co-operative  trade  and  commerce  to  hold  and  control 
fields  for  production  to  be  distributed  for  our  direct  benefit  as 
workers  and  consumers. 

But  I  repeat,  can  we  hope  for  all  we  desire  from  poUtics  alone  ? 
Can  we  hope  for  all  we  desire  from  trade-unionism  alone,  in  which 
increased  rates  of  wages  are  ever  racing  after  advances  in  the  cost 
of  living,  and  never  getting  in  front  ?  Is  it  possible  to  find  a 
solution  of  our  problems  in  some  wise  and  well-directed  com- 
bination of  the  three  forces  of  co-operation,  co-operative  politics, 
and  trade-unionism  heading  towards  a  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth ?  The  advance  of  the  co-operative  movement  would  give 
us  possession  of  the  fundamental  means  of  hfe.  Without  that 
possession,  politics  will  be  a  doubtful  activity,  trade-unionism  will 
remain  a  kind  of  cul-de-sac  with  no  satisfactory  way  out  for  the 
ecomonic  liberation  of  the  people.  Have  we  as  co-operators  not 
gone  far  enough  in  the  ethical  and  industrial  construction  of 
co-operation  to  indicate  what  its  complete  success  would  mean  to 
the  welfare  of  the  people  ?  I  have  shown  that  in  the  present  state 
of  society  the  lot  of  a  vast  number  of  working-class  families  tends 
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towards  the  social  gutter.  Can,  or  will,  the  present  state  of  society 
remedy  that  which  it  is  always  creating  ?  We  need  new  methods, 
new  means  of  organising  and  controlling  society,  new  principles 
of  trade,  industry,  and  commerce.  Party  politics  is  a  warfare  of 
capitalists  and  workers  on  one  side  and  capitalists  and  workers 
on  the  other  side.  Trade-unionism  is  a  struggle  to  get  from 
employers  all  that  we  can  out  of  the  wage  slave  system,  whilst 
co-operation  is  a  principle  to  bring  all  people  into  one  class  with 
one  political,  industrial,  and  economic  aim,  not  to  fight  private 
capitalists  but  to  replace  them  by  collective  ownership. 

This  process  will  lead  to  all  kinds  of  unseen  difficulties  as  we 
strive  to  make  progress  towards  its  realisation.  We  shall  have  to 
present  an  indivisible  front  to  those  whose  determination  is  to 
thwart  our  efforts  and  finally  overthrow  our  system.  Attempts 
will  be  made  to  weaken  us  in  various  ways.  None  of  us  believe 
that  we  should  be  crippled  beyond  recovery  by  any  iniquitous 
decision  to  tax  the  savings  of  co-operative  trading  at  the  source. 
But  if  the  campaign  of  private  traders  and  vested  intersts  were 
successful,  it  would  be  regarded  as  one  of  several  means  they  will 
adopt  from  time  to  time  to  undermine  our  strength. 

Taxation  of  workers'  savings  from  mutual  trading  would  be 
one  of  the  most  pernicious  acts  of  legislation  ever  enacted  against 
the  desires  of  the  working  classes  to  improve  their  economic  con- 
ditions. We  are  a  law-abiding  body  of  citizens,  and  being  wage- 
earners  we  have  to  meet  our  taxation  responsibilities  to  the  State 
if  our  incomes  come  within  the  present  claims  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  whilst  we  have  no  means  of  evading  the  full 
demands  of  income  tax,  as  is  the  case  with  many  profit-makers. 
Working  men  and  women  may  or  may  not  contend  with  justice 
that  if  their  incomes  are  below  a  certain  level  they  should  give 
anything  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  State  beyond  their 
persistent  labour,  out  of  which  a  series  of  private  profits  are 
accumulated  'before  the  production  of  labour  reaches  the  consumer. 
But  there  should  be  no  question  about  the  wrong  committed  in 
compelling  them  to  pay  income  tax  on  a  percentage  of  their  total 
expenditure  at  the  co-operative  stores.  Where  all  share  and  share 
alike  the  surplus  arising  from  the  benefits  of  collective  expenditure, 
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it  is  a  travesty  to  call  it  profit.  If  any  member  of  a  society  invests 
his  surplus  and  derives  interest  from  it,  he  is  then  placed  on  a  level 
with  any  other  investor  as  regards  the  claims  of  income  tax.  In 
law,  we  therefore  enjoy  no  privilege.  And  what  does  our  surplus 
amount  to?  If  we  average  the  total  "profits"  which  our 
opponents  so  glibly  talk  about  we  shall  find  that  they  represent 
less  than  £5  per  head  of  membership.  And  what  is  the  traders' 
proposal  ?  It  is  that  our  collective  surplus  should  be  taxed  at  the 
source  at  the  rate  of  5s,  or  6s.  in  the  £.  Is  there  any  fair-minded 
man  or  woman  who  can  honestly  argue  that  such  a  heavy  and 
discouraging  impost  should  be  put  upon  the  thrift  of  wage-earners  ? 

But  if  our  trading  enemies  can  force  the  Treasury  to  do  this 
they  will  not  hesitate  for  a  moment  to  inflict  the  injustice.  We 
must  be  careful  not  to  rest  content  behind  old  arguments,  or  legal 
opinion,  however  unquestionable  it  may  appear  to  be,  for  it  is  not 
impossible  for  influential  self-seekers  to  persuade  a  Government 
to  impose  an  injustice  upon  a  very  large  section  of  the  nation. 
Our  enemies  realise  this,  and  are  now  bringing  every  possible 
means  to  bear  upon  their  agitation  to  burden  us  with  a  tax  which 
every  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  considered  inconsistent 
with  the  practice  of  British  taxation.  Efforts  are  now  put  forward 
persistently  to  induce  local  and  national  federations  of  trade  and 
commerce  to  throw  their  weight  against  the  scales  of  justice.  The 
colunms  of  newspapers  in  every  part  of  the  country  are  being  used 
by  them  with  the  object  of  gaining  strength  and  favour  and  at  the 
same  time  slandering  the  co-operative  movement.  Reasons  for 
or  against  taxation  of  co-operative  savings  at  the  source  are  no 
doubt  well  known  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  in 
future  it  will  not  be  only  necessary  for  us  to  restate  our  case  again 
and  again,  but  to  consolidate  the  whole  of  our  ranks  to  prevent 
the  Government  being  induced  by  traders  to  place  a  financial 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  our  progress  towards  ideals,  and  thus  create 
an  indefensible  breach  in  the  legal  constitution  of  co-operative 
societies.  To  some  extent,  however,  it  will  be  our  fault  if  a  small 
force  of  private  traders  are  permitted  to  carry  this  issue  against 
an  army  of  co-operators  made  up  of  millions  of  men  and  women. 

The  co-operative  moveflaent  commenced  in  a  humble  manner. 
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Poverty,  oppression,  and  injustice  were  the  stimulants  that  urged 
the  poor  Pioneers  to  sow  the  seeds  of  a  system  that  has  become 
world-wide  in  its  effects.  From  small  things  it  grew  to  greater 
and  greater  activities.  Ideas  and  methods  have  had  to  be  altered 
to  meet  the  developments  and  ramifications  of  the  movement  and 
to  prepiare  for  further  advancement.  Amid  all  the  changes, 
uncertainties,  and  expectations  of  to-day,  another  opportunity 
has  come  to  us  fraught  with  possibilities  that  are  almost  immeasur- 
able. Are  we  co-operators  going  to  control  the  food  supplies  of 
the  country,  or  at  least  of  our  own  people,  after  the  war,  or  must 
this  function  in  society  be  left  to  the  trusts,  combines,  and  multiple 
companies,  who,  having  stolen  our  principle  of  co-operation,  con- 
demn us  and  endeavour  to  crush  us  out  of  existence  ?  The  place 
and  power  of  landlordism  form  a  formidable  fortress  for  aristocracy, 
whilst  in  the  trust,  the  combine,  and  the  multiple  distributive 
system,  plutocracy  is  entenching  itself  against  the  forces  of 
democracy.  It  is  doubtful  perhaps  which  of  the  two — landlordism 
or  private  trade  combination — will  be  the  greater  menace  to  us 
in  future. 

What  is  going  to  be  our  attitude  towards  these  two  allies — 
landlordism  and  private  trade  combination  ?  During  the  war  we 
have  gained  some  idea  of  our  strength  and  some  idea  of  our  weak- 
ness. For  the  future  it  is  absolutely  essential  that  we  should  be 
more  co-operative  in  contending  against  our  foes.  If  the  movement 
had  a  true  idea  of  its  power,  we  might  now  have  occupied  an 
unassailable  position.  We  must  rid  ourselves  of  party  action,  of 
jealously,  suspicion,  and  ill-formed  ciiticism.  In  the  past  we 
have  had  too  many  ideas  combined  with  too  many  impracticable 
theories. 

Certainly,  with  the  knowledge  we  now  possess  of  a  practical 
character,  we  could  have  controlled  the  regulation  of  food.  I  say 
that  the  two  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies,  working  in  harmony 
with  the  retail  societies,  could  have  set  an  example  of  economy 
and  efficiency  to  the  whole  of  the  country  that  would  have  com- 
pelled the  Government — with  a  backing  of  the  people — to  have 
followed  our  lead  and  saved  the  nation  millions  of  pounds  sterling. 
But  our  pleas  were  ignored. 
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We  must  proceed,  nevertheless,  with  our  own  work  for  our 
collective  ends.  Unfortunately,  too  much  individualism  has  been 
practised  in  proportion  to  the  collectivism  preached,  both  in 
societies  and  individuals.  Until  this  is  altered  we  cannot  succeed 
as  we  ought  to  do.  During  the  war,  and  at  other  times,  private 
interests  by  acting  together  have  succeeded  in  subordinating 
national  interest  to  private  gain,  which  has  been  the  basis  of  great 
unrest  among  consumers. 

It  is  surely  common  knowledge  now  that  individual  trading 
has  completely  failed  during  the  war,  as  it  fails  to  give  justice  and 
equity  in  times  of  peace.  Private  firms  are  now  under  Govern- 
ment control.  The  equipment  of  the  Army  and  Navy  has  had 
to  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  private  firms.  The  bungling  in 
connection  with  the  supplies  of  the  civil  population  with  the 
ordinary  necessaries  of  life  has  brought  the  nation,  more  than  once, 
to  a  state  bordering  on  revolution.  At  a  time  like  this,  when  we 
find  a  portion  of  the  people  getting  more  than  they  can  consume, 
and  others  not  receiving  sufficient  to  maintain  a  bare  existence, 
can  we  wonder  at  the  grave  dissatisfaction  that  has  existed  ? 
We  had  offered  to  place  our  organisation  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government,  but  it  was  decided  that  the  ordinary  trade  channels — 
even  in  Government  control — must  be  maintained,  and  the  results 
have  been  disastrous.  Profits,  commissions,  and  brokerage  have 
had  to  be  paid,  and  middlemen  of  every  shade  and  shape  have  been 
maintained  in  a  position  which,  in  many  cases,  has  been  superior 
to  that  they  enjoyed  in  times  of  peace. 

What  we  ask  for  is  a  just  control  of  all  the  essentials  of  life. 
Take  sugar,  for  instance.  Until  that  article  was  rationed  and 
allocation  compulsorily  organised,  unrest  of  a  serious  character 
prevailed.  Now  the  country  is  at  peace  with  the  legal  regulation. 
I  am  convinced  that  if  all  other  articles  of  food  were  dealt  with 
similarly,  a  wider  feeling  of  satisfaction  and  security  would  prevail. 
What  we  would  have  done,  and  could  have  done,  voluntarily, 
has  had  to  be  forced  upon  vested  interests  by  law,  with  threats 
of  heavy  fines  and  imprisonment  for  non-compliance.  Why  were 
we  not  permitted  to  do  it  ?  We  have,  in  the  first  place,  a  right 
to  blame  the  Government  for  throwing  itself  entirely  on  the  side 
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of  individualism  against  our  willingness  to  be  of  service  in  the 
grave  national  crisis.  At  the  same  time,  has  the  faihire  to  enforce 
our  will  not  also  been  due  to  lack  of  organisation  and  unity  iu 
our  ranks  ?  Let  us  improve  our  own  methods  for  the  future. 
If  the  time  has  come  when  we  should  properly  define  the  duties 
of  each  section  of  the  movement,  whilst  I  say  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  leave  one  section  at  the  mercy  of  another,  it  would  be  inexcusable 
folly  not  to  have  our  machinery  so  arranged  that  all  sections  could 
and  should  combine  on  general  and  national  questions.  If  we 
were  to  take  that  stand  and  be  more  co-operative  among  ourselves, 
we  could  always  depend  upon  the  common  sense  that  permeates 
the  democracy  of  co-operation  to  support  our  united  objects. 
Democracy  is  sound  when  well  led.  It  is  the  misfortune  of  all 
great  movements  that  those  who  should  lead  are  often  too  much 
occupied  in  trying  to  settle  differences  among  themselves.  This 
is  mipardonably  inconsistent  in  any  form  of  democracy,  and  is 
doubly  so  in  the  co-operative  movement  whose  first  principles 
are  unity  and  cohesion  for  a  common  purpose.  Reform  or  recon- 
struction of  any  section  of  the  movement  should  be  approached 
in  an  open  and  manly  fashion,  whether  it  be  alluding  to  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Societies,  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  Women's 
Guild,  or  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society.  Our  own  reforms 
should  be  approached  with  the  idea  not  of  narrowing  the  scope 
and  control  of  each,  but  of  broadening  them,  and  at  least  making 
them  efiicient  not  for  the  persons  controlling  them,  but  for  the 
movement  at  large. 

What  I  want  to  enforce,  in  conclusion,  however,  is  that  the 
practical  work  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  must  be 
safeguarded  in  our  interests,  and  not  in  the  interests  of  our  enemies. 
We  may  glorify  ethics,  and  sing  the  praises  of  ideals  for  ever,  but 
without  the  material  necessities  of  life  we  can  have  no  State.  The 
vision  of  the  Pioneers  was  noble  and  inspiring,  but  it  is  the  duty 
of  their  descendants  to  transform  their  dreams  of  a  higher  State 
into  practical  life.  As  trade  and  commerce  have  proved  the  basis 
of  the  wealth  of  nations,  out  of  which  have  arisen  institutions  of 
culture,  refinement,  and  all  the  felicities  of  life,  so  trade  and  com- 
merce must  form  the  basis  of  wealth  in  the  co-operative  nation. 
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But  they  must  be  conducted  on  the  co-operative  principle  and 
the  results  likewise  distributed  on  this  rule.  In  future  we 
must  take  a  higher  view  of  trade  and  commerce,  have  a  clearer 
conception  of  what  they  mean  to  our  real  welfare,  so  that  we, 
above  all  other  reformers,  may  give  a  concrete  and  solid  foundation 
to  the  new  world  we  desire  to  build  about  us.  The  long 
history  of  the  world's  commerce  furnishes  many  examples  of 
adventure  and  romance,  to  the  enrichment  of  a  few  individuals. 
We  have  now  the  power  of  providing  an  entirely  new  chapter  to 
that  history — which  is  that  of  transforming  the  control  of  com- 
merce from  an  individualist  to  a  coUectiWst  State,  and  providing 
for  the  people  a  sufficient  supply  of  the  products  of  the  soil,  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  the  commodities  of  the  factory,  and,  with 
them  all,  iustice,  equality,  education,  and,  at  least,  the  security 
of  a  better  existence. 

The  President  :  The  General  Secretary  will  now  read  the  letters  of  regret 
from  foreign  delegates. 

The  SECRErARY  :  As  usual,  we  have  sent  out  invitations  to  each  of  our 
friends  in  the  Allied  Countries  and  the  Neutral  Countries,  but  up  to  the 
present  we  have  only  received  one  letter,  and  that  from  Switzerland.  We 
must  put  that  down  to  the  postal  service  being  so  irregular  owing  to  the 
war,  and  if  any  further  communications  or  greetings  come  to  hand  they  will 
be  inserted  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Whitehead  read  the  following  letter  from  the  Swiss  Union  of 
Co-operative  Consumers'  Societies,  and  then  the  succeeding  telegram  from 
"our  Russian  friends  who  were  with  us  last  year"  : — 

THE  SWISS  UNION  OF  CONSUMERS*  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favour  of  5th  April,  1918,  inviting  us  to 
participate  in  the  fiftieth  Congress  of  the  British  Co-operative  Union  at  Liver- 
pool froni  20th  to  22nd  May,  1918,  and  beg  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for 
your  kind  attention. 

With  regard  to  the  great  difficulties  met  with  by  travelling  abroad  and 
considering  the  great  work  resulting  from  the  different  questions  raised  by 
the  providing  of  our  country  with  victuals,  we  are  very  sorry  to  say  that 
we  do  not  see  any  possibility  to  take  part  in  your  meeting. 

We  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  wish  you  herewith  every  success,  and 
that  your  meeting  will  be  productive  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  your  Union 
and  to  the  splendid  English  co-operative  movement  in  general. 

We  hope  that  a  righteous  peace  will  soon  enable  us  to  renew  our  friendly 
relations  with  the  English  co-operators  by  Dwsonal  participation  in  the 
Congresses. 
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RUSSIAN   CO-OPERATORS   IN   ENGLAND. 

Being  unable  to  attend  the  Jubilee  Congress,  we  beg  you  to  convey  best 
wishes  foi-  successful  fruitful  work,  from  ourselves  personally  and  from 
Central  Russian  Co-operative  organisations  which  we  represent  in  this  country. 
Freed  from  various  impediments,  Russian  co-operation  has  made  enormous 
progress  during  last  year.  Number  of  co-operative  societies  increased  to 
50,000,  and  oui-  movement  has  spread  to  such  branches  of  national  economic 
activities  of  which  it  dared  not  think  before.  A  new  central  body,  in  the 
shape  of  AU-Russian  Council  of  Co-operative  Congresses,  has  been  created, 
which  now  co-ordinates  work  of  all  branches  of  co-operation.  However,  if 
the  forces  of  Russian  co-operation  have  doubled  its  duties  and  task  in  con- 
nection with  the  reconstruction  and  regeneration  of  national  economic 
resources  have  increased  boundlessly.  In  its  struggle  for  a  better  future, 
Russian  co-operation  always  followed  attentively  lessons  and  advice  of  its  older 
and  more  experienced  foreign  chiefs,  chiefly  of  British  co-operators.  We  hope 
that  the  results  of  the  work  of  your  Congress  will  prove  beneficial,  not  only 
for  the  British  co-operative  movement,  but  also  far  beyond  this  country. 

On  behalf  of  Moscow  Narodny  Bank,  Bubnoff ;  All-Russian  Central  Union 
Co-operative  Societies,  Ci-ysion;  Union  Siberian  Creamery  Associations, 
Skoulitch,  Yarkoff. 

The  following  letters  have  been  received  since  the  Congress — these  had 
been  delayed  owing  to  the  postal  arrangements  : — 

FROM  THE  DANISH  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favour  of  the  5th  ult., 
by  which  you  kindly  invited  us  to  the  fiftieth  Congress  of  the  British 
Co-operative  Union. 

We  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  invitation,  and  very  much  regret  that  we, 
owing  to  the  abnormal  times,  do  not  see  our  way  to  send  i^epresentatives  to 
this,  your  fiftieth  Congress. 

Please  accept  our  heartiest  greetings. 

NETHERLANDS   CO-OPERATIVE   UNION. 

The  kind  invitation  of  the  British  Co-operative  Union  to  our  organisation 
to  be  represented  at  the  Liverpool  Congress,  though  dated  5th  April,  came 
into  our  hands  only  yesterday  evening,  i.e.,  on  18th  May,  so  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  Dutch  Co-operative  Union  to  nominate  a  delegation  in  time 
and  even  not  to  respond  to  your  kind  letter  in  time  that  it  could  still  reach 
the  Congress. 

We  regret  very  much  that  again  this  year  the  war  prevents  us  being  in 
the  midst  of  oiir  best  co-operative  friends,  but  we  hope  that  by  next  year  we 
shall  be  happier  and  that  we  shall  have  seen;  the  end  of  this  terrible  curse  of 
himianity. 

We    hope   the    British    Co-operative    Congress    will    be    a    real    Jubilee 
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Congress.    The  future  will  have  so  much  work  in  store  for  co-operation  that 
every  co-operative  meeting  till  then  must  be  of  the  greatest  importance. 
With  the  best  wishes  and  cordial  greetings. 

NORWEGIAN   CO-OPERATIVE   UNION. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  invitation  to  your  fiftieth  annual  Co-operative 
Congress,  we  regret  that  it  also  this  year  will  bel  impossible  for  us  to  be 
represented  at  the  Congress. 

We  beg  you,  therefore,  to  bring  the  Congress  our  heartiest  greetings 
and  best  wishes  for  the  future  success  of  the  British  co-operative  movement. 

SWEDISH   CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

It  would  have  been  a  great  pleasure  and  honour  for  the  Co-operative 
Union  of  Sweden  to  have  sent  delegates  to  take  part  in  your  fiftieth  Congress. 
Unfortunately,  in  consequence  of  the  exceedingly  slow,  irregular,  and 
expensive  communications,  our  Union  does  not  see  its  way  to  send  any 
representatives  to  Liverpool,  and  therefore  the  committee  has  conferred  on 
mo,  the  undersigned,  the  pleasant  task  of  conveying  to  you  in  writing  the 
sincere  thanks  of  the  300,000  members  of  the  Swedish  Co-operative  Union 
for  the  invitation  received  from  you,  and  of  expressing  on  their  part  the 
unanimous  hope,  or,  rather,  their  absolute  conviction,  that  the  Congress  will 
still  further  strengthen  the  magnificent  British  Co-operative  Union. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to  inform  you  that  co-operation  in 
Sweden  has  made  extraordinary  poxjgress  during  the  first  years  of  the  war, 
and  this  in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  encountered  during  the  period  in 
question. 

In  1913,  our  Union  consisted  of  565  retail  societies,  with  a  total  of  129,536 
members,  while  in  1917  these  figures  had  increased  to  825  and  somewhat  more 
than  300,000  respectively,  our  very  successful  insurance  associations  inclusive. 

The  Union,  which  has  a  wholesale  trade  too,  had  ai  turnover  in  1913  of 
£419,670  sterling.  In  1917  this  sum  had  increased  to  £1,206,090.  This 
considerable  advance,  however,  is  confined  altogether  to  the  years  1914-1916, 
for  during  1917  there  was  a  decrease  of  somewhat  more  than  £10,000,  caused 
by  the  abnost  total  absence  of  imported  goods. 

The  retail  societies  had  in  1913  a  total  turnover  of  £1,801,000  sterling, 
and  in  1916  this  sum  had  risen  to  £4,496,800.  (These  figures  are  calculated 
according  to  the  norma]  course  of  exchange,  i.e.,  £1  equals  kroner  18-16.) 
We  have  not  yet  learned  the  sale  figures  of  the  retail  societies  for  1917,  but 
the  increase  will  probably  amount  to  between  three  or  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds. 

During  the  latter  .part  of  1917  and  that  part  of  1918  which  has  hitherto 
elapsed,  the  greater  part  of  the  population  of  Sweden  has,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  suffered  from  want  of  sufficient  nourishment.  We  obtain  fixed  allow- 
ances in  the  case  of  almost  every  article  of  food.  The  daily  allowance  of  flour 
(mostly  rye  meal)  is  only  200  grammes  (about  seven  ounces)  per  head,  and 
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since  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  inhabitants  of  Swedish  towns  have  a  little 
less  than  two  ounces  of  butter  each  once  every  fortnight.  There  is  no 
margarine.  Pork  (including  bacon)  is  issued  very  irregularly,  and  then  only 
in  small  quantities.  Since  the  new  yeaa:  families  in  Stockholm  had  obtained 
no  more  than  51bs.  of  potatoes  per  week,  but  after  1st  May  even  this  little 
supply  came  to  an  end,  the  potatoes  being  reserved  for  planting  purposes. 
In  consequence  of  our  receiving  no  cattle  fodder  from  abroad  the  supply  of 
milk  has  fallen  to  one-sixth  of  the  normal  quantity,  and  only  the  babies  receive 
any,  and  then  but  a  minimum  amount.  Of  the  400,000  people  in  Stockholm, 
30.000  buy  their  food  every  day  in  the  municipal  central  kitchen,  which  at 
present  provides  hardly  anything  else  than  turnips  and  cabbage,  the  only 
articles  of  food  of  which  there  is  at  all  any  large  supply.  The  state  of  things 
is  the  same  in  all  Swedish  towns  and  industrial  centres. 

The  Swedish  working  classes  have  supported  this  dreadful  condition  of 
things  with  wonderful  patience,  but  unless  we  soon  receive  grain  and  fodder 
from  abroad — from  England  or  America — an  absolute  famine  cannot  be 
avoided,  for,  in  spite  of  the  smallness  of  the  daily  allowance  of  bread,  the 
country's  own  supplies  will  not  last  until  we  gefc  the  new  harvest  in. 

Although  co-operation  has  made  such  wonderful  progress  during  the 
course  of  the  war,  it  is  clear  that,  under  the  condition  of  things  described 
above,  the  members  cannot  but  look  forward  to  the  immediate  future  with 
gloomy  forebodings.  They  anxiously  ask  themselves  if  the  undertaking  which 
has  been  built  up  with  so  miuch  cai-e  and  thought  during  the  course  of  the 
last  twenty  years  will  be  able  to  stand  the  stress  of  the  existing  condition 
of  things.  In  consequence  of  the  fall  in  the  value  of  money,  several  retail 
societies  have  already  suffered  from  financial  difficulties.  The  members  also 
fear  that,  should  imports  into  Sweden  continue  to  be  cut  off  by  the  combatant 
Powers,  the  country  will  soon  suffer  from  a  famine  as  terrible  as  that  which 
Finland  and  part  of  Russia  are  already  experiencing. 

But,  in  spite  of  all  this,  we  have  not  lost  faith  in  the  unfailing  strength 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  co-operation.  On  the  contrary,  during  the 
course  of  the  last  two  or  three  years  we  have  become  more  and  more  convinced 
that  the  only  means  that  in  the  future  can  protect  mankind  against  a  renewal 
of  this  fall  into  the  barbarity  of  war  is  co-operative  organisation,  thoroughly 
carried  out,  of  the  internal  economic  life  of  every  country,  and  a  ftee  inter- 
change of  goods  between  the  immense  co-operative  unions  which  the  various 
nations  of  the  earth  would  then  form.  We  trust  that  this  firm  belief  in  the 
justice  and  strength  of  the  principles  of  co-operation  will  carry  co-operation 
in  Sweden  safely  over  all  the  existing  or  expected  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
obtaining  goods. 

Through  the  columns  of  the  Co-oijerative  News  (which  reaches  us  very 
irregularly,  however)  we  have  learned,  of  course,  that  co-operation  in  Gi"eat 
Britain,  too,  has  not  succeeded  in  escaping  unscathed  by  inconveniences  caused 
by  the  present  state  of  things  in  the  world.  But  we  know,  too,  that  the 
movement  has  victoriously  repulsed  the  attacks  that  short-sighted  opponents 
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have  directed  against  it.  We  are  persuaded  that  in  the  future  these  ai^tackfl 
will  recoil  shattered  from  the  impregnable  lamparte  of  your  great  Union.  We 
are  firmly  convinced  that,  on  the  occasion  of  your  fiftieth  Congress,  at  least 
one-half  of  the  population  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  be  members  of 
the  societies,  and  will  thereby  become  the  decisive  factor  in  the  national  life 
of  the  kingdom.  It  is  with  this  conviction  that  the  kSwedish  Co-operative 
Union  sends  to  you,  the  British  Co-operative  Union — the  pioneer  and  teacher 
of  this  magnificent  movement — its  fraternal  greetings,  with  the  hope  that  as 
soon  as  this  unhappy  conflict  ie  ended  and  communications  have  once  more 
become  normal  we  shall  resume  those  personal  connections  with  you  which 
have  been  of  such  inestimable  value  in  the  past  for  the  co-operative  movement 
in  this  country. 

DEPUTATION  FROM  FRANCE. 

Mr.  Whitehead  :  We  have  on  the  platform  to-day  two  representatives 
from  the  co-operative  movement  in  France,  and  a  third,  Madame  Daude- 
Bancel,  has  come  along  with  her  husband  to  look  after  him  and  to  act  as  his 
interpreter. 

Mons.  Daude-Bancel  (of  the  French  Co-operative  Union),  speaking  from 
manuscript,  his  wife  translating,  said  :  Dear  comrades,  we  are  very  pleased, 
my  friend  Waseige  and  I,  to  have  the  opportunity  of  bringing  to  you  the 
fraternal  and  cordial  greetings  of  our  French  friends.  The  French  co-operative 
movement  is  not  yet  as  great  as  that  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  war  has 
deprived  us  of  a  third  of  our  societies,  which  have  been  destroyed,  pillaged, 
or  remain  in  those  portions  of  France  which  are  occupied  by  the  enemy.  But 
French  co-operators,  under  the  vigorous  impulse  of  the  French  Co-operative 
Union,  are  setting  themselves  to  reconstruct  these  societies,  and  to  a  certain 
extent  they  have  succeeded.  They  have  been  assisted  in  this  work  by  the 
National  Aid  Committee  by  the  most  broad-minded  captains  of  industry,  by 
the  most  advanced  of  the  municipalities,  and  by  the  French  Government  itself, 
notably  by  the  Ministry  of  Munitions.  In  many  places  where  industrial 
towns  have  sprung  up,  and  in  which  large  numbers  of  people  are  solely 
engaged  on  war  work,  co-operative  restaurants  and  co-operative  stores  have 
been  opened  out  where,  before  the  war,  there  were  none.  The  new  movement 
has  so  developed  that  at  the  present  time  the  losses  from  the  beginning  of 
the  war  are  wiped  out,  and  the  new  movement  has  so  grown  that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  is  now  stronger  than  it  was  before  the  war.  When,  in  1915, 
the  I)utchers  of  Paris  were  up  against  the  sale  of  frozen  meat,  the  co-operative 
societies  obtained  from  the  Government  exceptional  concessions  in  order  to 
secure  the  distribution  of  this  meat  to  consumers.  The  municipalities  of 
Paris  and  district  advanced  funds,  and  to-day  the  Union  of  Co-operative 
Distributive  Societiefl  in  Paris  is  the  only  organisation  for  the  sale  of  frozen 
meat.  The  public  authorities,  little  by  little,  have  recognised  the  importance 
of  co-operation,  and  have  supported  our  efforts.  Little  by  little  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  has  distributed  frozen  meat,  coal,  potatoes,  peas,  beans,  &c.,  on 
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account  of  the  municipalities  of  Paris.  It  has  developed  its  grocery  depart- 
ment and  its  restaurants,  and  it  actually  possesses  110  branches  and  does 
a  trade  of  25  million  francs.  In  three  years,  through  amalgamation  with  the 
other  co-operative  societies  in  the  district,  it  will  have  an  armual  turnover 
of  fifty  to  sixty  millions.  Before  the  7th  May,  1917,  distributive  co-operative 
societies  had  no  legal  status,  but,  thanks  to  the  good  services  rendered  by 
them,  the  Government  was  led  to  give  them  official  recognition  and  to  place 
a  fund  of  two  millions  at  their  disposal.  Since  1915,  the  National  Federation 
has  endeavoured  to  reconstitute  the  destroyed  co-operative  societies.  It 
formally  planned  out  a  few  co-operative  districts,  one  for  each  invaded  part 
of  France,  in  order  that  when  the  war  is  over  we  shall  have  a  truly  co-operative 
organisation  opposed  to  the  private  firms  with  the  multiple  shops.  We  are 
establishing  at  present,  in  each  district,  a  district  co-operative  society,  with 
branches,  with  the  object  of  amalgamating  all  the  former  societiesi  in  the 
district,  and  thus  prevent  overlapping.  We  aae  also  engaged  in  helping"  the 
war  orphans.  Majiy  thanks  to  the  support  of  the  Americans.  The  National 
Federation  is  now  the  largest  organisation  at  work  for  the  relief  of  the 
orphans  of  France,  and  at  the  present  time,  in  order  to  save  the  children, 
of  Paris  from  the  dangers  of  shells  and  bombs  of  the  faithful  subjects  of  the 
Kaiser,  our  Federation  is  sending  the  little  ones  of  Paris  out  into  the  country. 
We  are  conscious  of  having  done  good  work  in  the  interest  of  France  during 
the  war.  If  w©  had  been  as  strong  as  you  are,  what  great  things  could  we  not 
have  done,  backed  up  with  the  moral  support  of  the  French  Government? 
But  the  difficulties  and  the  high  cost  of  living  will  not  be  over  when  victory 
comes.  Consumers  will  have  to  group  themselves  round  their  co-operative 
organisations,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  render  to  them  still  greater'  service 
for  the  welfare  of  consumers  in  association  with  producers.  And  in  our  work 
of  emancipation  we  shall  never  lose  sight  of  the  examples  and  the  encourage- 
ments which  we  receive  in  such  great  degree  from  our  good  friends,  the 
co-operators  of  Great  Britain.  ^ 

Mons.  P.  Waseige  (of  the  French  Wholesale  Society),  whose  speech  was 
translated  for  the  benefit  of  the  Congress  by  Mr.  H.  J.  May,  said  :  It  is 
always  a  great  pleasure  and  a  great  honour  for  us  to  take  part  m  your 
Congress.  We  do  not  forget  that  if  we  have  made  during  some  ten  years  some 
progress  in  the  organisation  of  the  co-operative  movement  in  France,  it  is  due 
in  a  great  measure  to  following  your  examples.  Mons.  Daude-Bancel  has 
just  briefly  detailed  to  you  the  general  situation  of  our  co-operative  organisa- 
tions, so  I  will  content  myself  by  endeavouring  to  show  to  you  what  the 
French  Wholesale  Society  has  done  since  it  was  established  in  September, 
1906.  It  does  business  amounting  to  4,000,000  francs  a  month.  These  figures, 
of  cour.9e,  are  very  modest  compared  with  those  attained  by  you,  but  they 
would  have  been  very  much  more  but  for  having  lost  the  most  co-operative 
districts  through  their  being  occupied  by  the  enemy.  We  have  had  ware- 
houses destroyed  in  the  Pas-de-Calais  and  in  the  Ardennes.  The  boot  and 
shoe  factories  which  we  had— the  one  in  the  Pas-de-Calais,  the  other  in  the 
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SoTTune — are  not  destroyed,  but  we  have  had  to  abandon  them  because  they 
are  in  the  middle  of  the  battlefields.  However,  we  have  endeavoured  to  meet 
these  deficiencies  by  opening  out  new  works.  We  have  taken  over  a  working 
boot  and  shoe  factory  in  Brittany  and  a  new  jam  factory  at  Bordeaux  which 
formerly  belong  to  Price.  The  French  Whole-sale  Society  has  actively  worked 
for  the  establishment  of  abbatoirs  and  cold  storage  places  for  meat  and  fish. 
We  have  a  great  scheme  to  take  in  hand  after  the  war.  It  is  the  organisation 
of  an  international  wholesale  society  for  the  exchange  of  imported  produc- 
tions; and  it  is  on  our  English  friends  that  we  base  our  hopes  for  the 
realisation  of  this  idea,  which  will  have  great  results,  practical  and  moral, 
and  will  unit©  our  peoples  for  mutual  benefit. 


DEPUTATION   FROM   THE   TEACHERS'   UNION. 

Miss  E.  R.  Conway,  M.A.,  representing  the  National  Uniom  of  Teachers, 
said  :  I  bring  to  you  the  greetings  of  the  National  Union  of  Teachers,  a 
body  comprising  95,000  teachers  of  this  country.  I  am  very  pleased  to  realise 
what  tremendous  power  we  can)  have  in~  our  work  by  your  co-operation  and 
the  co-operation  of  your  societies.  I  realise  we  have  you  with  us  in  our 
endeavour  to|  improve  the  condition  of  education  for  the  workers  of  this 
country.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  you  are  in  sympathy  with  th©  Education  Bill, 
in  which  is  laid  down  the  principle  of  equality  of  opportimity  for  every  child, 
from  the  lowest  to  the  highest.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  you  welcome  the 
abolition  of  half-time,  for  which  the  teachers  have  been  working  for  a  long 
time.  We  welcome  the  work  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  elementary  schools 
by  all  grades  of  society.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  will  get  it.  We  have 
a  strong  class  prejudice  to  fight,  but  with  your  help  we  can  go  far.  We  can 
certainly  work  for,  and  get,  conditions  of  work  in  the  primary  schools  which 
shall  be  equal  to  those  in  the  secondary  schools.  You  know,  most  of  you, 
that  in  a  primai-y  school  a  teacher  may  b©  held  responsible  for  sixty  pupils. 
Where  have  the  workers  of  this  country  been  while  the  N.U.T.  have  been 
fighting  against  it  ?  In  a  secondary  school  it  is  only  thirty  children.  Whatever 
reforms  may  be  instituted  in  the  new  Bill,  we  must  realise  this  :  that  the 
foundation  of  education  in  this  country — as  in  all  countries — lies  in  the 
primary  class.  And  unless  conditions,  therefore,  are  improved  all  other 
remedies  will  fail.  We  must  have  small  classes  ajid  qualified  teachers  for 
every  class,  and  not  have  a  particular  form  of  teacher,  devised  by  an 
educational  authority,  who  showsi  no  particular  qualifications,  for  a,  primary 
teacher,  like  the  ones  which  were  called  "  The  Gruinea  Girl."  We  want  the 
same  conditions  for  every  child  and  equality  of  opportunity.  I  am  sure 
we  will  have  the  co-operation  of  every  co-operator  in  this'  great  work.  I 
welcome  the  pronoimcement  on  women's  suffrage ;  but  you  should  have  more 
women  on  your  Central  Board.  I  hope  you  will  forgive  that  little  criticism. 
I  thank  you  very  much  for  your  welcome,  and  wish  you  every  success. 
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TRADE  UNION  GREETINGS. 

Mr.  E.  Bevin,  representing  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress,  was  introduced  by  the  President,  and  was  cordially  greeted 
on  rising  to  address  the  Congress. 

Mr  Bevin  eaid  :  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow-workers,  I  am  deputed  to 
extend  to  you  fraternal  gxeetings  from  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress. 
I  take  it  that  this  year  will  be  of  particular  import  to  both  of  these  great 
bodies.  Whatever  may  have  been  our  paths  in  the  past,  these  are  now  con- 
verging. Stern  necessity  has  brought  this  about,  and  the  European  tragedy 
is  compelling  the  Labour  movement  to  close  up  its  ranks  and  view  the  whole 
of  our  industrial  and  civic  life  from  a  new  point  of  view.  The  State  has 
come  into  the  whole  of  our  social  existence.  The  State  has  become  a  great 
productive  agent  It  has  become,  by  far,  the  largest  employer  of  labour  in 
the  world.  The  question  that  aiises  for  the  Labour  movement — and  in  that 
movement  I  include  yours — ^^is  :  What  shall  foe  our  attitude  to  these  great 
productive  and  distributive  agencies  that  the  war  has  brought  into  existence? 
At  the  end  of  the  war,  after  all  the  expenditure  of  brains,  money,  and  energy, 
shall  they  be  handed  back  to  private  capitalist  control,  to  private  capitalist 
ownership ;  or  shall  they  be  retained  by  the  common  people  for  the  common 
weal  ?  That  is  a  great  problem  that  the  trade  union  movement  and  organisa- 
tions like  your  own  will  have  to  face.  The  great  problem  of  raw  material 
is  more  vital  to  us  than  tariffs  or  any  other  form  of  fiscal  policy.  The  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  has  puixhased,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  millions  of 
pounds  worth  of  raw  materials,  expending  in  some  cases  well  over  a  hundred 
years'  production.  The  whole  trend  of  the  governing  classes,  nevertheless, 
is  to  gibe  at  Government  action,  to  poke  fun  at  Government  control,  and  to 
point  to  the  time  when  the  Government  will  release  its  hand.  Private 
capitalism  failed  us  in  the  hour  of  trial,  and  it  would  be  shameful  to  hand 
back  to  these  people  what  they  failed  to  use  for  us.  Railway,  transport,  and 
raw  materials — ^tbree  vital  essentials  to  the  well-being  of  the  modern  state — 
shall  these  be  handed  back  to  those  who  misused  them  in  the  days  of  peace 
and  compelled  us  to  use  them  for  ourselves  when  war  came  ?  I  want  to  ask 
this  Congress  not  to  agree  to  leave  these  things  in  the  hands  of  the  governing 
classes  In  the  interests  of  the  future  generation  I  ask  that.  I  see  a  repetition 
of  history  otherwise.  In  the  great  wars  of  the  past  we  have  had  glorious 
Acts,  and  we  have  had  land  thieving.  To-day  we  are  a  great  manufacturing 
people  and  the  same  policy  is  being  attempted,  the  State  to  enslave  us  and  other 
people  to  gain  the  advantage.  However,  I  have  in  mind  the  propaganda  of 
the  Labour  movement  and  the  experience — administrative  and  commercial — 
of  the  co-operative  movement.  If  we  can  blend  these  two  we  can  guide  the 
State  so  that  the  fetters  of  the  past  shall  be  removed  from  the  necks  of  the 
children.  The  added  membership  that  has  come  into  our  two  organisations 
brings  not  only  pride  to  our  hearts  because  of  our  progress,  but  a  deep  sense 
of  responsibility.  We  cannot  have  powea-  without  responsibility.  If  we 
criticise  those  who  have  been  responsible  for  the  past,  we  must  be  prepared 
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to  supplant  them.  We  have  to  take  into  consideration  not  merely  the 
problems  we  have  now  to  solve,  but  the  instruments  and  methods  by  which 
we  have  to  reach  the  solution.  In  a  ooimtry  like  Great  Britain,  where  we 
have  political  freedom,  it  is  neither  wise,  nor  is  it  politic,  to  have  only  one 
architect  of  our  destiny.  The  psychology  of  the  position  has  to  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  we  have  to  create  a  broad  enough  movement  to  bring 
into  it  all  who  are  inspired  with  a  power  to  move  an-d  who  are  aiming  at  a 
higher  standard  of  living.  I  want,  therefore,  to  ask  your  Congress  and  my 
own  to  make  our  movement  big  enough  and  broad  enough  to  take  within 
it  all  who  are  aiming  at  that.  If  we  can  bring  that  great  constructive  kind 
of  labour  to  bear  upon  its  task,  I  believe  we  can  show  the  governing  classes 
that  they  have  not  yet  learned  the  arts  of  governing  as  miderstood  and  desired 
by  the  common  people.  In  bringing  these  greetings  from  the  other  wing 
of  the  Labour  movement — .an  aggressive  movement  which  has  shaped  the  policy 
of  governments — I  may,  perhaps,  refer,  in  conclusion,  to  the  great  European 
tragedy.  I  liave  often  wondei-ed  what  the  founders  of  your  Congress  and 
of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  would  have  thought  if  they  could  have  sat  in 
the  Westminster  Hall  and  seen  the  power  of  Labour  expressed  when  it 
compelled  the  Prime  Minister  of  the  country  to  come  to  armounce  the  war 
aims  of  the  country  to  Labour  first  for  Labour's  judgment.  When  this  great 
tragedy  comes  to  be  cleared  up,  if  there  is  to  be  any  guaranteed  force  behind 
the  League  of  Nations,  it  will  not  be  a  force  of  armies  or  police  ;  the  guaranteed 
force  will  be  movements  like  yours  and  mine.  I  have  to  extend  best  wishes 
to  this  Congress.  I  am  glad  your  movement  has  mad€(  the  progress  it  has. 
I  am  pleased  to  think  you  are  making  a  forward  movement,  and,  if  you  will 
allow  me,  I  would  like  to  congratulate  Mr.  May  on  his  success  at  Prestwich. 
I  am  glad  lie  did  not  win.  If  he  had  won  you  would  have  lived  in  a 
fool's  paradise ;  but  seeing  that  he  lost  you  will  now  realise  that  you  must 
organise. 

DEPUTATION  FROM   THE  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE 

ALLIANCE. 

The  President  :  We  are  now  to  receive  a  deputation  from  the  Inter- 
national Co-operative  Alliance.  I  have  great  pleasure  in  asking  one  of  our 
members  and  best  friends,  Mr.  Maxwell,  to  speak. 

Mr.  W.  Maxwell  (International  (Co-operative  AUianoe)  :  After  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker,  we  will  pass  from  aggression  to  peace.  I  came 
here  to  speak  of  peace.  The  International  Co-operative  Alliance  has  been 
somewhat  crippled  in  its  activities  because  of  the  cruel  war,  but  I  think  it 
only  right  to  say  that  although  our  leaders  ai'e  scattered  throughout  Europe, 
and  have  not  met  for  four  years,  the  bond  of  comradeship  binding  us  together 
on  co-operative  sentiment  is  perhaps  stronger  to-day  than  ever.  I  believe 
that  this  unfortunate,  cruel,  and  miserable  war  will  not  be  in  vain.  It  has 
drawn  co-aperators  in  different  parts  of  the  world  closer  together  than  they 
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were  previously,  and  the  leaders  are  full  of  hope  and  expect  great  things  in 
various  countries  immediately  we  shall  have  returned  to  peace.  Belgium, 
Serbia,  Roumania,  and  North-Eaet  France  have  been  overrun  and 
devastated  by  the  enemy.  From  the  messages  we  have  had  from  other 
parts  of  the  world  the  co-operative  movement  soems  to  be  progressing 
most  wonderfully,  just  as  we  are  progressing  here  in  Great  Britain. 
From  France — I  am  now  surrounded  by  good  French  friends  here — we  have  a 
splendid  message  to  bring  you.  A  year  ago,  what  was  the  difference  between 
Great  Britain's  attitude  towards  co-operation  and  that  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment? Last  year  the  Government  and  municipalities  found  themselves  in  a 
difficulty  with  regard  to  the  distribution  of  food,  and  they  turned  to  the 
leaders  of  the  co-operative  movement  for  their  assistance.  Although  the 
French  movement  was  not  so  well  organised  as  ours  to-day-  they  threw  them- 
selves into  the  work  at  once,  with  the  result  that  I  have  heard  this  morning 
that  they  ai'e  the  only  distributers  of  foreign  meat  in  Paris.  This  is  a 
marvellous  change.  The  municipalities  vied  with  the  Government  in 
recognising  the  movement  aai  being  the  proper  authority  to  carry  out  the 
distribution  efficiently.  I  also  find  that  co-operation  is  being  taken  up  amongst 
the  men  of  the  new  Army  in  the  field  in  France.  Ini  the  rear  of  the  lines 
various  divisions  have  co-operative  stores  managed  by  the  officecrs  and  men 
of  the  division.  The  profits  are  shared  very  much  in  the  same  way  as  ours 
are  shared  in  this  country.  From  the  General  of  the  division  down  to  the 
humblest  soldier,  we  find  that  all  were  delighted  with  the  movement.  When 
they  return  to  civil  life  the  interest  which  they  are  now  taking  will  cause 
them  to  have  a  higher  appreciation  of  it.  .  With  regard  to  Russia,  a  country 
of  which  we  had  great  hopes  a  few  years  ago,  when  this  political  chaos 
passes  away,  which  you  and  I  hope  that  it  will  in  a  very  short  time,  we  have 
great  hopes  that  co-operation  will  develop  in  that  country,  and  that  a  way 
out  will  be  found  from  some  of  the  difficulties  in  which  the  country  is  placed 
at  present.  I  have  travelled  in  that)  country,  and  know  that  the  peasantry 
are  a  deserving  and  hopeful  people  if  properly  led.  I  am  glad  to  see  that 
in  America  a  step  is  being  taken  to  found  co-operative  societies  throughout 
that  great  continent.  The  Fedeiration  of  Labour,  led  by  Mr.  Samuel  Gompers, 
appointed  a  committee,  who  have  gone  into  the  question  of  co-operation. 
They  have  been  led  up  to  this  by  the  grasping  nature  of  those  who  have 
supplied  Ihem  with  food.  The  committee  has  reported  to  the  Federation  of 
Labour  that  the  Federation  should  establish  at  once  co-operative  societies 
throughout  the  United  States.  This  being  the  first  step,  when  the  people 
get  to  understand  it  we  have  hopes  that  under  the  wing  of  this  great  Federa- 
tion of  Labour  in  the  United  States  co-operation  will  get  a  footing. 

I  still  think  that  many  societies  in  Great  Britain  might  do  more  for  the 
Alliance  than  they  are  doing.  Some  four  hundred  societies  belong!  to  the 
Alliance.  I  am  quite  sure  that  many  societies  represented  here  have  only 
to  bring  the  matter  before  their  committees  to  induce  them  to  join  hands 
with  us  in  this  good  work.     But  for  the  Alliance  we  should  not  have  this 
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splendid  array  of  French  ladies  and  gentlemen  with  us.  If  times  were  happier 
there  would  have  been  other  countries  represented  here.  Many  societies 
in  Great  Britain  that  have  not  joined  the  Alliance  I  hope  will  take  thought 
and  will  help  them  in  this  great  work.  We  shall  require  every  help  in  this 
communion  of  thought  and  action  to  compel,  not  only  the  British  Government, 
but  every  government,  to  take  the  co-operative  side  of  the  League  of  Nations, 
whose  aim,  and  the  only  aim  I  care  for,  is  that  war  will  be  made  impossible 
for  the  future.  If  that  is  so,  give  your  help  in  joining  the  Alliance.  I  am 
certain  that  when  the  leaders  of  the  movement  meet  immediately  after  peace 
has  been  declared — it  will  be  a  delicate  meeting,  I  grant  you — I  am  confident 
that  this  strong  co-operative  spirit,  in  the  main,  will  out-live  all  other  senti- 
ment.     I  have  the  gi-eatest  hope  for  the  future  of  the  Co-operative  AUiance. 

CENTRAL  BOARD  ELECTIONS. 
The  General  Secretary  announced  the  names  of  the  succeesf  ul  candidates 
in  the  election  for  members  of  the  Central  Board  in  accordance  with  the 
following  list,  Mr.  Whitehead  explaining  that  he  would  not  trouble  the 
Congress  with  the  figures,  for,  departing  from  their  usual  custom,  the  results 
had  been  published  in  the  Co-operative  News  : — 

Irish  Executive. 

Elected  :  J.  C.  Adams,  33 ;  H.  Archer,  33 ;  W.  Gray,  32 ;  W.  G.  Kane, 
32 ;  J.  Palmer,  32 ;   W.  J.  McGuffin,  30 ;   L.  P.  Byrne,  20. 

Unsuccessful  :  M.  H.  Farrell,  17 ;  F.  P.  Roche,  3 ;  L.  Smith-Gordon,  3 ; 
F.  W.  Breen,  2 ;  R.  N.  Tweedy,  2. 

Midland  Section. 

Elected  :  C.  A.  W.  Saxton,  284 ;  J.  Millington,  282 ;  G.  Bastard,  279 ; 
W.  Millerchip,  259;  J.  G.  Shacklock,  247;  A.  H.  Jones,  241;  J.  Butcher, 
226 ;   W.  J.  Douse,  219 ;   J.  Langley,  196 ;   G.  Harris,  185 ;   |s.  Butler,  152.  | 

Unsuccessful  :  W.  Warren,  94 ;  A.  Mann,  88 ;  Mrs.  M.  E.  Cottrell,  64 ; 
W.  J.  Rogers,  59;  G.  Stanton,  53;  T.  B.  Hicks,  50;  W.  Abbotts,  41;  A. 
Wyld,  38;  H.  Baynee,  36;  C.  W.  Brown,  34;  J.  Clay,  30;  C.  Coe,  29; 
H.  J.  Potter,  24;  H.  Sanders,  23;  A.  Fullwood,  23;  H.  Tarbox,  20;  J.  R. 
Higson,  19 ;  W.  W.  Hill,  16 ;  S.  Page,  16 ;  W.  A.  Cox,  13 ;  E.  Hilton,  11 ; 
F.  Weekley,  8 ;  J.  Clewlow,  4 ;  T.  O.  Unwin,  3. 
Northern  Section. 

District  No.  1,  North  Northumberland. — Elected  :  J.  Davison,  17. 
Unsuccessful  :   J.  M.  Gillians,  12. 

District  No.  2,  South  Northumberland. — Elected  :  J.  C.  Alston,  66 
Unsuccessful  :    S.  Morton,  4. 

District  No.  3,  Cumberland  and  Westmorland. — ^Elected  :  G.  Riddle,  34. 
Unsuccessful  :   J.  W.  Mackay,  7 ;   J.  P.  Johnstone,  3. 

District  No.  4,  West  Durham  and"- South  Northumberland. — Elected  :  W. 
Scott,  40.      Unsucoeesf ul  :   D,  Mole,  9 ;  J.  Smith,  4. 


Elections  to  Central  Board.  103 

District  No.  5,  East  Durham. — Elected  :  W.  R.  Rae  (unopposed). 

District  No.  6,  South  Diu-ham.— Elected  :  S.  Galbraith,  M.P.,  52. 
Unsuccessful  :    S.  A.  Meddick,  6 ;   J.  Bell,  5 ;    R.  Robins,  1. 

District  No.  7,  South  Durham  and  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. — ^Elected  : 
G.  Bedford,  80.       Unsuccessful  :    G.  W.  Askew,  6. 

North-Western  Section. 
District  Candidates.     . 

Airedale  District. — Elected  :   S.  R.  Foster  (unopposed). 

Bolton  District. — Elected  :    S.  Fairbrother  (unopposed). 

Calderdale  District. — Elected  :  J.  Greenwood,  19.  Unsuccessful  :  J. 
Morris,  13 ;   Mrs.  M.  Johnson,  5. 

Cheshire  and  North  Wales.— Elected  :  W.  R.  Blair,  124.  Unsuccessful  : 
S.  C.  Hughes,  6. 

Dewsbury  District. — Elected  :   T.  Way,  71.     Unsuccessful  :   G.  Lucas,  11. 

East  Yorkshire  District. — Elected  :  G.  Goodenough,  39.  Unsuccessful  : 
J.  Nicholson,  19. 

Huddersfield  District. — Elected  :  E.  Booth,  49.  Unsuccessful  :  J.  E. 
Bradshaw,  9. 

Macclesfield,  Crewe,  and  District.  —  Elected  :  F.  Hayward,  52. 
Unsuccessful  :    J.  Brassington,  14 ;    G.  Travis,  13 ;    H.  Redfern,  5. 

Manchester  District. — Elected  :  A.  Horricks,  99.  Unsuccessful  :  W.  H. 
Kirkland,  22;    C.  Gregory,  10;    H.  Nuttall,  6;    N.  Ramsden,  1. 

Noi^th-East  Lancashire. — Elected  :    W.  Dewhurst  (unopposed). 

North  Lancashire. — Elected  :  W.  Gregory,  50.  Unsuccessful  :  J. 
Parr,  14. 

North  Lonsdale  District. — Elected  :    W.  Swindlehurst  (unopposed). 

Oldham  District. — Elected  :    F.  Houghton  (unopposed). 

Rochdale  District. — Elected  :    B.  Wolfenden  (unopposed). 

Rossendale  District. — Elected  :  J.  R.  Cunliffe,  16.  Unsuccessful  :  T. 
Hawoi-th,  6. 

South  Yorkshire  District. — Elected  :    G.   Major  (unopposed). 

Sectional  Candidates. 

Elected  :  T.  Redf earn,  694 ;  J.  Johnston,  661 ;  J.  Morrell,  561 ;  G. 
Briggs,  402. 

Unsuccessful  :  J.  Thompson,  365 ;  J.  Sharpies,  355 ;  J.  Dimberline,  292 ; 
E.  Whiteley,  290;  J.  0.  Paynter,  274;  Mrs.  A.  H.  Nevitt,  143;  D.  Pogson, 
135 ;  R.  Hadfield,  113 ;  J.  Upson,  84 ;  R.  Hargreaves,  59 ;  G.  J.  Wilkinson, 
55;   W.  J.  Cooper,  25;   T.  Prescott,  19;   C.  Hughes,  3. 

Southern  Section. 

Elected  :  W.  T,  Charter,  364 ;  A.  Hainsworth,  333 ;  Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson, 
307;  M.  H.  Clear,  306;  E.  King,  295;  W.  J.  Salmon,  274;  R.  Rowsell,  271; 
S.  Foulger,  239 ;  J.  H.  Bate,  237. 

Unsuccessful  :   T.  S.  Reeve,  124;   R.  Hibberd,  103;   J.  Maton,  82;   Mrs. 
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A.  H.  Allen,  65 ;  J.  L.  Welch,  39 ;  W.  H.  Barton,  32 ;  Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen, 
25;  Mi-8.  A.  W.  Webb,  20;  W.  J.  Sunman,  15;  E.  E.  Ramsey,  11;  A. 
Wiggins,  11;  T.  Hussey,  8;  R.  R.  Prynne,  6;  A.  Hollands,  5;  J.  Water 
ford,  3;   J.  G.  Norris,  2;   J.  S.  Bailey,  1. 

South-Westeen  Section. 

Elected  :  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  137 ;  Mrs.  M.  Found,  130 ;  W.  H.  Watkins, 
126 ;   W.  Brown,  117 ;   R.  Pearce,  99 ;   J.  T.  Davis,  96. 

Unsuccessful  :  W.  J.  Jose,  34 ;  E.  R.  S.  Mundy,  33  >  R.  G.  Naish,  23 ; 
R.  Andrews,  20;    W.  J.  Hodges,  9;   E.  Thomas,  9;   A.  J.  Stroud,  3. 

Western  Section. 
Elected:    D.  Williams,  98;    D.  Evans,  70;    W.   H.  Bryant,  61;    J.  P. 
Davies,  59 ;   R.  R.  Chappell,  55 ;   J.  L.  Powell,  52. 

Unsucceseful  :  Rev.  J.  F.  Williams,  50;  H.  Watkins,  46;  A.  J.  Burlton, 
39 ;  T.  Andrews,  37 ;  A.  E.  Price,  30 ;  C.  J.  Griffiths,  25 ;  J.  Lloyd,  24 ; 
D.  Powell,  21;  J.  Davies,  16;  T.  R.  WiUiams,  15;  S.  Jones,  13;  G.  J. 
Thomas,  13;  H.  S.  Batey,  12;  W.  J.  Edwards,  11;  T.  J.  Hurn,  11;  J. 
Atkins,  5;   J.  Grant,  5. 

I  hei'eby  certify  that  the  &bove  is  a  correct  return  of  the  voting  for  mem 
bers  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co'-operative  Union  for  the  Congress  Year, 
1918-19,  excepting  those  of  the  Scottish  Section,  about  which  it  is  necessary 
to  consult  the  Central  Board  or  Congress. 

T.  Wood,  Scrutineer. 
14th  May,  1918. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  new  election  of  the 
Scottish  Section. 
declared  since  the  Congress  : — ■ 

Elected  :  N.  McLean,  444 ;  J.  Deans,  432 ;  A.  Pm-die,  421 ;  G.  Bisset, 
363;  J.  Lucas,  360;  G.  Wilson,  359;  J.  Allan,  332;  J.  Patterson,  296;  P. 
Loney,  293;    P.  J.  Agnew,  270. 

Unsuccessful  :  M.  Hunter,  191 ;  Mrs.  Tulloch,  137 ;  W.  Bell,  93 ;  J. 
Muir,  53;  M.  Sempie,  53;  R.  Brownlee,  48;  W.  Anderson,  45;  R. 
Stewart,  32. 

VACANCY  ON  THE  MIDLAND  BOARD. 

The  General  Secretary  :  Unfortunately,  since  the  paper  was  issued  Mr. 
Butler  has  died.  The  Midland  Section  therefore  met  on  Saturday  and 
unanimoufily  decided  to  recommend  that  the  vacancy  be  filled  by  Mr.  W. 
Warren,  of  Derby. 

The  Congress  approved  of  the  elections. 

SCOTTISH  ELECTION. 

The  General  Secretary  :  Those  who  saw  the  Co-aperative  News  would 
also  see  a  note  with  reference  to  the  result  of  the  Scottish  elections.      I  am 
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sorry  to  say  a  most  unfortunate  incident  occuri-ed  in  issuing  the  voting  paper. 
When  the  voting  paper  was  passed  by  the  Central  Office  it  was  quite  in  order. 
As  our  rule  reads,  each  retiring  candidate  shall  be  denoted  by  an  asterisk, 
and  these  asterisks  were  in  their  proper  places  when  the  voting  paper  was 
sent  back  to  tlie  printer.  Unfortunately,  one  of  the  asterisks  slipped  from 
opposite  the  name  of  one  of  the  retiring  candidates,  and  fell  to  a  place  below, 
opposite  another  name.  This  matter  was  rather  difficult  to  deal  with,  and 
there  was  rathei'  a  heated  discussion  about  it  on  Saturday  morning. 
Fortunately  we  were  able  to  come  to  a  rather  satisfactory  settlement.  We 
propose  tliat  the  nine  candidates  who  head  the  poll  shall  be  declared  elected 
this  morning,  and  that  with  regard  to  the  other  retii-ing  candidate  we  write 
to  the  thirty-foui'  societies  whose  votes  seem  to  us  to  be  irregular.  I  may  say 
the  Scottish  societies  have  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  solidly  for  the  retiring 
candidates,  and  on  this  occasion  they  just  voted  for  one  candidate  outside  the 
nine  retiring  candidates,  therefore  it  has  been  decided  to  write  to  the  thirty- 
four  societies  asking  for  whom  they  intended  to  vote,  and  if  their  repliee 
show  that  their  vote  was  for  the  candidate  whose  asterisk  had  got  into  the 
wrong  line,  then  the  vote  would  be  credited  to  that  retiring  candidate.  The 
idea  is  that  the  Scottish  delegates  might  vote  on  that  question  this  morning. 

The  President  :  It  is  certainly  most  unfortunate,  but  I  think  a  fair 
decision  has  been  arrived  at. 

A  good  deal  of  lively  questioning  and  cross- questioning  now  took  place, 
and  tliere  were  I'epeated  cries  of  "Chair!    Chair!" 

The  President  :  I  will  take  care  that  every  delegate  has  fail'  play  on 
tlxis  report. 

The  General  Secretary  further  explained  that  he  had  consulted  tlieir 
legal  advisers  on  the  matter,  and  they  thought  that  the  above  suggestion 
would  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  J.  Sharples  (Blackburn  Industrial)  :  I  feel  there  is  a  principle 
involved,  and  one  that  may  be  applied  hereafter  to  affect  other  matters.  I 
feel  that  to  do  as  is  suggested  is  to  cast  a  reflection  on  the  intelligence  of  those 
who  marked  their  voting  papers.  It  suggests  that  they  were  guided  by  an 
asterisk  rather  than  the  name  of  the  man. 

Mr.  J.  Galloway  (Drapery  and  Fm-nishing — Glasgow)  :  I  know  that  they 
voted  not  for  an  asterisk,  but  for  the  name  of  a  man.  I  move  we  abide  by 
the  decision  of  the  ballot. 

Another  Scottish  delegate  seconded. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  :  I  am  quite  sure  that  what  you  suggest 
is  the  correct  and  legal  course.  The  Central  Board  know  full  well  when  you 
have  definite  rules  to  govern  organisations  it  is  a  very  serious  thing  indeed  to 
depart  from  them.  There  is  still  time  for  tliis  matter  to  be  again  considered 
by  the  Board— the  Scottish  delegates  will  be  here,  of  course— and  if  you  are 
assured  that  what  you  are  doing  is  correct  you  will  have  the  whole-hearted 
support  of  the  Congress. 

Mr.  G.  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  :  The  Scottish  delegates  had  a  meeting 
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this  morning.  We  met  on  Saturday  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Union  and 
caine  to  the  unanimous  arrangement  that  the  34  societies  who,  in  the 
scrutineer's  opinion,  misplaced  their  votes  should  be  written  and  asked  to 
vote  again.  I  hope  Congress  will  carry  that  arirangenient  of  the  Scottish 
delegates  as  being  the  fairest  and  easiest  way  out  of  the  difficulty. 

A  Delegate  :  On  a  point  of  order !  If  this  decision  is  arrived  at  and 
found  to  be  illegal,  will  the  Scottish  delegates  take  the  responsibility  or  the 
Central  Board  ? 

Mr.  J.  T.  Davis  ( South- Western  Section)  :  Accoi'ding  to  the  rules  of  the 
Union  the  ballot  papers  are  null  and  void.  The  Central  Board  came  to  a 
certain  conclusion,  which  did  not  meet  with  the  appoval  of  the  Scottish 
delegates,  who  left  the  meeting.  Now  a  certain  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  the  approval  of  the  Scottish  delegates.  Well,  Mr.  Wilson,  I  assume, 
speaks  for  the  rest  of  the  Scottish  delegates.  The  whole  point  is  this  :  that, 
having  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  Central  Board  came  to  a  decision  and 
passed  a  resolution  making  a  certain  recommendation,  I  say  it  is  out  of 
order  to  make  any  reconmiendation  to  this  Congress  except  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Central  Board.  The  assumption  is  that  Scotland  is  governed  by 
the  asterisk,  and  I  suggest  that  the  intelligence  of  Scotland  is  so  high  that 
this  is  not  so. 

The  President  :  I  suggest  to  the  Congress  that  this  question  be  referred 
back  to  the  Central  Board,  and  on  their  report  the  Congress  will  decide. 
("  Agreed.") 

Mr.  N.  McLean  (Scottish  Section)  :  On  a  point  of  order,  I  protest 
("Chair!")     It  is  a  point  of  order.     (Renewed  cries  of  "Chair!") 

The  President  :  The  Congress  has  decided  to  refer  it  back.  When  the 
Central  Board  has  replied  you  will  have  fair  opportunity  of  speaking. 


Report  of  Centbal  Boabd.  107 


Report  of  the  Central  Board. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

The  Co-operative  Congress  of  1918  is  the  fiftieth  of  a  series  which  began 
with  one  h^Jd  in  Lond.cn  on  31st  May  to  3rd  June,  1869.  A  copy  of  a  report 
of  the  first  Congress  of  1869,  taken  from  the  Social  Economist,  is  given  in 
the  Co-operative  Educator  for  April,  1918,  together  with  the  resolutions 
passed.     Among  these  resolutions  wore  the  following  : — 

That  for  the  better  organisation  of  the  movement,  a  provisional 

committee  be  appointed  in  London,  to  act  in  conjunction  with 

the  existing  conference  committees  in  the  North  of  England 

and  Scotland,  and  which  shall  also  carry  out  the  resolutions 

of  this  Congress,  and  convene  a  Congress  next  year ;   and  that 

the  formation   of   covmty  or  district   unions   of   co-operative 

societies  be  recommended  to  such  provisional    committee    as 

a  basis  for  the  genera]  organisation. 

That  it  appears  to  this  meeting  the  time  has  come  for  a  closer  union 

or  confederation  of  the  co-operative  societies  of  this  country 

for  common  purposes,   and  for  a  propaganda  for  extending 

the  co-opt;rative  system  to  she  agricultural  and  other  districts 

where  at  present  it  is  not  in  operation. 

The  combination  of  the  London  Committee  and  provincial  committees 

formed  the  nucleus  of  the  Central  Board  which  was  formally  organised  as 

representing   five  sections   in    1873.     After    1873,   the   constitution   of   the 

Central  Board  was  altered  from  time  to  time,  and  in  1889* the  board  was 

again  reconstructed  and  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited  was  brought  into 

existence  and  registered  under  the  Indijstrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 

A  Congress  has  been  held   every  year  since    1869,   at   Easter,   during 

the  years   1871  to   1879,  but  at  ^Tiitsuntide  ever  since.     All  parts  of  the 

United  Kingdom  have  been  visited,  from  Aberdeen  in  the  north  to  London 

and  Plymouth  in  the  south,  and  from  Ipswich  in  the  east  to  Dublin  in  the 

west.       When  the  routine  business  of  Congress  was  less  tnan  it  is  to-day, 

papers  occupied  a  1  arger  part  of  Congress  proceedings — no  fewer  than  22 

papers  being  read  at  the  London  Congress  in  1869,  and  16  papers  at  Leicester 

in  1877,  11  papers  being  a  quite  usual  number. 
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A  large  number  of  men  with  national  reputations  have  occupied  the 
presidential  chair  or  read  papers  at  the  various  Congresses.  In  recent 
years,  however,  as  Congress  has  become  to  a  greater  extent  a  deliberative 
and  business -transacting  assembly,  the  practice  has  been  to  confine  the 
selection  of  president  and  writers  of  papers  to  persons  more  intimately 
connected  with  the  movement  and  its  work.  The  number  of  delegates 
attending  Congress  has  naturally  increased  with  the  growth  of  the  move- 
rnent.  At  the  first  Congress  in  1 869,  there  were  107  delegates,  at  the  Bradford 
Congress  in  1911  there  were  1,615  delegates.  At  the  Bradford  Congress, 
new  rules  were  adopted  for  the  Union  and  they  restricted  the  number  of 
delegates  that  might  be  appointed  to  attend  Congress  to  a  maximvun  of 
six  from  any  single  society.  The  highest  attendance  since  the  new  rules 
came  into  operation  was  1,410  at  Leicester  in  1915. 

During  the  fifty  years  covered  by  the  series  of  Congresses,  the  Central 
Board  and  the  Co-operative  Union  have  been  of  inestimable  benefit  to 
societies  members  of  the  Union  and  the  movement  generally.  The  work 
has  included  the  advising  of  societies,  the  undertaking  of  propaganda  and 
educational  work,  the  protection  of  societies  and  individual  co-operators 
from  boycott  instituted  at  the  instance  of  private  traders'  organisations 
(for  which  purpose  a  Defence  Fund  of  £100,000  was  guaranteed),  the  securing 
of  legislative  reforms  and  other  forms  of  assistance  and  protection  ;  but 
the  services  of  the  Union  have  never  been  in  greater  demand  than  during 
the  period  of  the  war  when  societies  have  experienced  ao  extraordinary 
number  and  variety  of  difficulties  arising  from  the  recruiting  of  societies' 
staffs  and  the  issue  of  numerous  orders  of  a  technical  character  by  Govern- 
ment departments. 

It  has  been  decided  that  a  Jubilee  History  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
shall  be  issued,  which  will  deal  fully  Avith  the  objects  and  achievements  of 
the  Co-operative  Union. 

Of  the  many  decisions  of  the  Congresses  during  the  past  fifty  years 
few,  if  any,  have  been  so  momentoiJs  as  the  decision  of  the  1917  Congress 
to  enter  the  political  arena,  a  decision  that  was  followed  in  October,  1917, 
by  the  holding  of  a  speciaJ  National  Emergency  Conference,  attended  by 
about  900  delegates,  at  which  a  scheme  for  political  action,  both  national 
and  local,  was  initiated.  The  conlerence  was  of  a  unique  character  in 
that  it  was  the  first  time  that  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  Union  had 
been  called  together  between  the  annual  Congresses,  and  also  because  of 
the  extremely  vital  subjects  discussed,  the  strildng  imanimity  and  deter- 
mination of  the  delegates  in  favour  of  decisive  action  in  regard  to  matters 
of  grave  importance  to  the  present  position  and  future  development  of  the 
movement,  as  well  as  for  the  influence  it  exercised  in  Government  circles. 

The  holding  of  the  fiftieth  Congress  thus  coincides  with  the  opening 
of  what  may  prove  to  be  a  new  chapter  of  co-operative  history.  It  also 
coincides  with  the  fourth  year  of  the  most  devsistating  war  the  world  has 
yet  seen,  when  the  principles  of  competition  are  being  ruthlessly  applied 
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by  nations  and  it  seems  as  though  the  advocacy  of  co-operative  principles 
at  fifty  Congresses  had  been  in  vain.  Yet,  amidst  the  world  struggle,  there 
are  signs  that  people  are  realising  as  never  before  that  competition  at  aJl 
times  means  destruction  and  death,  and  that  only  through  co-operation 
can  the  mutual  welfare  of  mankind  be  secured  and  protected. 

1.     INDUSTRIAL    CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES   IN  THE   UNITED 
KINGDOM   IN    1916. 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  Industrial  Co-operative  Societies 
in  the  United  Kingdom  are  taken  from  the  Labour  Gazette  of  the  Ministry 
of  Labour  and  based  upon  returns  made  direct  to  the  Department  of  Labour 
Statistics,  supplemented  by  information  supplied  by  the  Co-operative  Union 
and  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies. 

DISTRIBUTION    AND    PRODUCTION. 

General  Summary. 
At  the  end  of  1916  there  were  at  work  in  the  United  Kingdom  1,488 
industrial  co-operative  distributive  and  productive  societies  with  an 
aggregate  membership  of  3,563,769,  a  total  share,  loan,  and  reserve  capital 
of  £77,937,736;  a  total  trade  (distributive  and  productive)  of  £237,525,135,* 
and  a  total  profit — before  deduction  of  interest  on  share  capital — of 
£18,958,388. 

Excepting  for  a  decrease  of  ten  in  the  number  of  societies — due  mainly 
to  amalgamations — ^these  figures  show  a  remarkable  growth  as  compared 
with  1915,  there  being  an  increase  in  membership  of  257,450,  or  7-8  per 
cent  ;  in  capital  of  £7,611,259,  or  10-8  per  cent  ;  in  trade  of  £39,290,948, 
or  19-8  per  cent  ;   in  profit  of  £1,990,439,  or  11-7  per  cent. 

The  total  number  of  persons  directly  employed  by  the  societies  \vas 
154,622,*  and  the  total  wages  paid  during  the  year  amoimted  to  £10,391,245, 
compared  with  149,852  employees  and  £9,607,434  in  wages  in  1915. 

While  some  of  the  societies  are  engaged  only  in  distribution  and  some 
only  in  production,  others  are  engaged  in  both  distribxitive  and  productive 
operations.  In  the  following  statistics,  however,  distribution  and  pro- 
duction are  dealt  with  separately. 

Distribution. 
At  the  end  of  1916,  1,364  retail  and  two  wholesale  industrial  societies 
were  engaged  in  distribution.  These  societies  had  an  aggregate  member- 
ship of  3,524,247,  a  total  share,  loan,  and  reserve  capital  of  £69,936,787t ; 
•  These  fleures  are  exclusive  of  the  number  and  wages  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture 
by  industrial  distributive  societies,  and  o!  the  sales  and  transfers  of  agricultural  produce  by 
these  societies,  which  will  be  dealt  with  in  a  later  report. 

+  The  figures  include  the  capital  u<=ed  in  the  productive  departments  of  retail  societies  and 
the  profit  upon  the  productions  of  these  societies,  the  amounts  not  b«nK  available  separately. 
The  capital  used  in  the  productive  depariments  of  the  Wholesale  societies,  £5,493,259,  and  the 
profit,  £463,384,  are  not  included. 


110 


Rbfobt  of  Cbntbai.  Boabd. 


sales  amounting  to  £188,583,043,  and  a  profit  on  distribution — before 
deduction  of  interest  on  share  capital — of  £18,143,695,  while  the  total 
number  of  persons  employed  in  distribution  by  the  societies  was  96,466, 
and  the  total  wages  paid  £6,099,729. 

In  the  following  table  the  sales  for  each  of  the  years  1906-1916  are 
shown  separately  for  the  retail  and  for  the  wholesale  industrial  societies  : — 


Retail  Societies. 

Wholesale  Societies. 

Tear. 

Number. 

Sales. 

Sales  of  English 
Society. 

Sales  of  Scottish 
Society. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1906 

1,441 

63,353,772 

22,510,035 

7,140,183 

1907 

1,432 

68,109,376 

24,786,568 

7,603,460 

1908 

1,418 

69,785,798 

24,902,842 

7,531,126 

1909 

1,430 

70,423,359 

25,675,938 

7,457,136 

1910 

1,421 

71,861,883 

26,567,833 

7,738,159 

•  1911 

1,408 

74,812,469 

27,892,990 

7,851,080 

1912 

1,392 

78,878,658 

29,732,154 

8,391,258 

1913 

1,382 

83,607,043 

31,371,976 

8,964,034 

1914 

1,385 

87,979,898 

34,910,813 

9,425,384 

1915 

1,874 

103,073,321 

43,101,747 

11,363,076 

1916 

1,364 

121,853,932 

52,230,074 

14,499,037 

Of  the  total  profit  of  £18,143,695,  a  earn  of  £16,442,913  was  made  by 
the  retail  societies,  and  £1,700,782  by  the  two  wholesale  societies.  In  the 
case  of  the  retail  societies  the  greater  part  of  the  profit  was  distributed  to 
the  members  as  a  dividend  on  piirchases,  at  an  average  rate  of  2s.  2d.  in 
the  £1  in  England  and  Wales,  2s.  lOd.  in  Scotland,  and  Is.  3Jd.  in  Ireland, 
the  average  for  the  United  Kingdom  being  2s.  3d.  Compared  with  1915 
these  rates  of  dividend  sliow  a  decrease  of  IJd.  in  England  and  Wales,  2d. 
in  Scotland,  and  an  increase  of  fd.  in  Ireland,  and  a  decrease  of  l|d.  for 
the  United  Kingdom.  Non-members  usually  receive  dividends  at  one- 
half  these  rates. 

The  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  paid  to  members  a 
dividend  on  purchases  of  5d.  and  8d.  in  the  £1  respectively.  This  was  a 
decrease  on  1915  of  one  penny  in  the  case  of  each  society. 

In  addition  to  the  above  societies  there  were  also  at  work  in  1916  two 
societies,  one,  a  co-operative  cab  society  in  England,  and  the  other  a  co- 
aperative  motor  society  in  Ireland,  with  an  aggregate  membership  of  39,  a 
capital  of  £2,660,  trade  amounting  to  £9,289,  and  a  profit  of  £568. 

Profit-sharing  with  Employees. — Of  the  total  1,364  retail  societies,  135 
employing  14,629  persons  and  paying  wages  amoimting  to  £919,560  in  their 
distributive  departments,  allotted  out  of  the  profits  a  total  of  £42,542  to 
theu-  employees  as  a  bonus  on  wages,  this  being  equal  to  4-6  per  cent  on 
wages. 


Repobt  of  Central  Board. 


Ill 


Production.  • 

111  1916  there  were  1,118  industrial  co-operative  societies  of  various 
types  engaged  in  production,  consisting  of  996  retail  and  two  wholesale 
distributive  societies  having  productive  departments,  and  of  120  associations 
for  i^roduciion  onlyi  these  consisting  of  2  corn -milling  societies,  37  bread- 
making  and  other  consumers'  societies,  and  81  associations  of  workers. 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  by  these  societies  was  68,123, 
the  amount  of  wages  paid  dming  the  year  was  £4,290,228,  and  the  value 
of  productions  £48,932,803.  Of  the  58,123  persons  employed  in  production 
46  per  cent  were  men,  34-2  per  cent  women,  and  19-8  per  cent  were  young 
persons  imder  18  years  of  age. 

In  the  following  table  the  sales  and  transfers  of  each  grouji  of  societies, 
together  with  the  totals  for  all  the  societies,  are  shown  for  each  of  the  years 
1906-1916:— 


Sales  and  Transfers  of  Productions.* 

Associations  of  Consumers. 

i 

Year. 

Productive  Departinents 

of  Distributive 

Societies. 

Productive  Societies. 

Associa- 
tions of 
Workers. 

Grand 
Total 
of  all 

Retail 
Societies. 

"Wholesale 
Societies. 

Corn- 
milling 
Societies. 

Baking  and 

other 

Consumers' 

Societies. 

1        £ 

1906  i  6,675,646 

1907  '  9,277,974 

1908  11,085,095 

1909  12,034,137 

1910  12,684,996 

1911  12,731,608 

1912  13,691,188 

1913  14,550,246 

1914  15,551,1^5 

1915  19,123,888 

1916  22,592,512 

£ 

6,804,924 

8,102,980 

8,464,021 

8,993,922 

9,.399,283 

9,615,748 

10,680,583 

11,211,882 

12,608.101 

17,350,906 

21,742,062 

£ 

965,018 

954,733 

1,048,403 

1,111,563 

1,019,569 

1,024,331 

1,118,729 

1,008,579 

1,035,044 

304,616 

241,894 

£ 

700,603 

7t;2,949 

880,670 

906,823 

992,940 

1,020,801 

1,137,565 

1,270,579 

1,291,950 

1,508,872 

1,764,125 

£ 
1,203,659 
1,319,117 
1,265,796 
1,246,879 
1,382,125 
1,440,357 
1,580,309 
1,732,837 
1,778,664 
2,399,930 
2,592,210 

£ 
16,349,850 
19,417,753 
22,743,985 
24,293,324 
25,478,913 
25,832,845 
28,153,374 
29,768,628 
32,264,944 
40,687,712 
48,932,803 

The  total  value  of  productions  has  increased  in  ten  years  by  £32,582,952, 
or  199-3  per  cent,  the  greatest  increase  of  238-4  per  cent  being  shown  by 
the  productive  departments  of  the  retail  societies.  The  productive  depart- 
ments of  the  wholesale  societies  show  an  increase  of  219-5  per  cent,  the 
baking  and  other  consumers'  societies  an  increase  of  151-8  per  cent,  and 
the  associations  of  workers  115-4  per  cent.  Corn-milling  societies  show 
a  decrease  of  74-9  per  cent,  this  being  due  to  the  absorption  of  several  of 
the  mills  by  the  English  wholesale  society. 

*  In  the  case  of  the  retail  and  wholesale  societies  the  productions  are  usually  transferred 
to  the  distributive  departments. 
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The  following  table  analyses  by  groups  of  industries,  the  niimber  of 
persons  employed,  the  amount  of  wages  paid,  and  the  amoimt  of  sales  and 
transfers  of  production  in  1916  : — 


A  total  profit  of  £814,125  was  made  upon  industrial  production  by 
societies  other  than  retail  societies,  the  profits  of  the  latter  being  merged 
in  the  general  profit  and  therefore  not  separately  ascertainable. 

Of  this  total  £463,384  was  made  by  the  wholesale  societies,  £3,444 
by  the  corn-milling  societies,  £162,914  by  breadmaking  and  other  consumers' 
societies,  and  £184,383  by  the  associations  of  workoTS. 

Profit-sharing  with  Employees. — Of  the  1,118  societies  engaged  in 
industrial  production,  132,  employing  10,918  persons  in  production,  with 
wages  amovmting  to  £798,353,  allotted  a  sum  of  £52,345*  to  these  employees 
as  a  bonus  on  wages,  this  being  equal  to  about  6-6  per  cent.  Of  the  total 
amount,  £11,253  was  allotted  by  88  retail  distributive  societies,  £8,762  by 
4  consumers'  productive  societies,  and  £32,340  by  40  associarions  of  workers. 

Associations  of  Workers  :  Share  of  Employees  in  Membership,  Capital, 
and  Management. — Seventy-two  of  the  associations  of  workers  for  production, 
with  sales  amounting  to  £2,574,163,  or  99-3  per  cent  of  the  total  sales  of 
the  81  associations  at  work  in  1916,  made  returns  showing  the  extent  to 
which  their  employees  and  others  shared  in  the  memberslnp,  capital,  and 
management  of  the  associations. 

*  Twenty-flve  of  these  societies  and  four  adctitioni,!  societies  (three  in  England  and  one  in 
Scotland)  allotted  in  addition  £6,649  to  Provident  Funds  for  the  benefit  of  their  employees. 


REfOBT  OT  CbNTBAL  BOABD. 


113 


The  returns  show  that  the  total  membership  of  the  72  associajions 
was  24,105,  of  whom  4,696,  or  19-5  per  cent  consisted  of  employees,  15,132, 
or  62-8  per  cent  of  other  individuals,  and  4,277,  or  17-7  per  cent  of  other 
societiec.  Of  the  7,501  persons  employed  by  the  associations,  4,696,  or 
62-6  per  ceafc  were  members  of  the  osoociations  employing  them. 

Of  the  £834,494  share  and  loan  cppit.al,  £141,129,  or  16-9  per  cent, 
belonged  to  employees,  £310,615,  or  37-2  per  cent,  to  other  individuals,  and 
£315,607,  or  37-8  per  cent,  to  other  societies.  The  remaining  £67,143,  or 
81  per  cent, consisted  of  loans  fi-om  non-members,  including  bank  overdrafts. 

The  total  number  of  directors  cr  committee-men  of  the  associa  ions 
was  669,  of  whom  265,  or  39-6  per  cent,  were  employees  cf  the  associations, 
267,  or  39-9  per  cent,  were  other  individual  members,  and  137,  or  20-6  per 
cent,  were  representaoives  of  other  (shareholding)  societies. 


2.      GENERAL   PROGRESS  OF  THE   MOVEMENT. 

We  have  as  usual  requested  Societies  to  supply  us  with  particulars  of  their 
operations  for  the  past  year,  and  for  this  purpose  a  form  of  return  similar  to  that 
issued  by  the  Eegistrar  has  been  sent  out  to  all  societies. 

At  the  time  of  submitting  the  report  to  Congress  we  had  not  received  many 
returns  from  the  societies.  This  was  accounted  for  by  the  shortage  of  staffs  in 
the  offices  and  the  many  other  duties  officials  are  now  called  upon  to  undertake. 
We  now  publish  the  statistical  information  in  full  in  this  report,  and  so  far  as 
regards  the  particulars  of  the  distributive  and  productive  societies  in  this  section 
of  the  report  give  a  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1916. 

The  totals  of  the  figures  for  1917  are  given  below,  and  compared  with  those 
for  1916 :— 


Number  of 

Total 

Societies  to 

Number 

which  these 

Number 

of 

Figures 

of 

Year. 

Societies. 

Relate. 

Members. 

Shares. 
£ 

Trade. 
£ 

Surjplue. 

1916 

..    1,481 

..      1,480     .. 

3,566,739      . 

.      51,685,288 

..  197,295,329      . 

19,150,021 

1917 

..    1,478 

. .      1,448     . . 

3,836,041      . 

.      54,288,456 

..  224,918,795      . 

.      18,194,600 

Increase  . 

— 

— 

369,302      . 

2,653,218 

.     27,618,473      . 

— 

Decrease. 

3 

32     . . 

,— 

— 

— 

966,421 

Analysis  of  General  Results. 


Wholesale  Societies 

1916 
1917 

Societies. 
3    .. 

a   .. 

Members. 
1,»32    . 
1,908    . 

Shares. 
£ 
.      3,192,046 
.      3,595,589     . 

Trade. 
£ 
.     67,212,360 
.     75,441,542 

Retail  Societies 

1916 
1917 

.     1,862    .. 
.     1,366    .. 

3,520,227     . 
3,788,490     . 

.     47,153,503 
.     49,384,049 

.  121,628,550 
.  142,003,612 

Productive  Societies 

1916 
1917 

101     . . 
97     .. 

35,142     . 
36,358     . 

869,210 
899,4&5     . 

.      4,461,491 
.       5,148,459 

Supply  Associations 

1916 
1917 

4     .. 
3     .. 

8,560     . 
8,282     . 

870,582 
858,492 

.      8,402,308 
.      1,712,718 

Special  Societies   . . 

1916 
1917 

6     .. 
4     .. 

420     . 
278     . 

22,936 
21,617     . 

408,110 
480,334 

Surplus. 

£ 

2,390,577 

1,821,646 

16,435,079 

15,916,591 

335,842 

859,740 

92,328 

66,602 

27,311 

29,388 


114  Repobt  of  Cbntbal  Boabd. 

3.    WHOLESALE  SOCIETIES. 

(a)  English  Co-operative  Wliolesaie  Society  Limited. 

Colonial  and  agricultural  developments  were  the  outstanding  features 
of  the  record  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  in  1916;  sinct  then 
both  aspects  of  progress  have  been  well  sustained  and  further  considera- 
tion given  to  matters  of  inttrnal  financial  importance. 

When  the' history  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  during  the 
war  years  is  written  the  movement  will  realise  how  great  have  been  its 
departures  into  new  enterprises  and  how  it  has  endeavoured  to  respond 
to  the  needs  of  societies.  True,  many  of  its  trading  departments  have  been 
harassed  and  hampered  by  some  of  the  Government  regulations  of  supplies. 
These  have,  in  most  cases,  been  allowed  upon  the  basis  of  a  proportion  of 
the  supplies  in  1915  or  1916,  instead  of  allocations  being  made  according 
to  the  number  of  present  customers.  Despite  such  restrictions— w-hich 
have  frequently  led  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  being  criticised 
for  conditions  altogether  beyond  its  control — trade  returns  have  been 
phenomenal.  Increased  values  are  responsible  for  some  of  the  larger 
figures  ;  the  returns  also  represent  a  constantly  growing  volume  of  trade. 
The  withdrawal  of  man-power  from  the  productive  works  has  added  to  the 
anxieties  of  the  manufacturing  sections.  But  progress  has  not  been  arrested. 
The  total  sales  for  1917  were  an  increase  of  lOg  per  cent  on  those  for  the 
previotis  year.  Supplies  from  the  productive  works  totalled  £18,482,277, 
an  increase  of  13|  per  cent.  Thus  the  proportion  of  goods  from  the  many 
productive  factories  is  being  increased  during  a  trying  period.  The  advance 
during  the  present  century  has  been  distinctly  notable,  as  is  indicated  in  the 
following  comparative  figures  of  the  sales  of  the  Society  : — 

1867  (65  weeks) £331,744  1901    £17,642,082 

1877 £2,697,366  1 907   £24,786,568 

1887 £5,713,235  1913* £31,371,976 

1897 £11,920,143  1917   £57,710,133 

*  The  last  complete  year  of  peace. 

AGRICUtTUKE    AND    FoOD    SUPPLY. 

Last  year's  review  recorded  the  beginning  of  a  vigorous  policy  in  the 
purchase  of  land  for  agricultural  purposes.  Its  necessity  has  been 
intensified  as  the  food  problem  has  become  more  acute.  Hence  the  constant 
attention  given  to  the  acqtusition  of  land.  During  1917  the  delegates 
endorsed  the  purchase  of  2,378  acres  near  Wisbech,  2,372  acres  near  Crewe, 
3,768  acres  near  Goole,  and  a  small  farm  near  Clitheroe.  In  addition,  the 
village  of  Warburton  and  the  surrounding  land  to  the  extent  of  1,800  acres 
in  Cheshire  was  acquirccl.  Since  then  land  to  the  extent  of  30,000  acres  has 
either  been  acquired  or  is  in  progress  of  negotiation.       The  establishment 
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of  dairies  at  Rocester  and  Congleton  marks  the  beginning  of  developments 
in  tackling  the  milk  problem  by  means  of  a  department  specially  organised 
to  deal  w'ith  the  supply  and  distribution  as  a  national  matter. 

Five  of  the  Co-operative  "N^Tiolesale  Society's  farms  are  being  worked 
for  the  purpose  of  dairjdng,  cattle  rearing,  horse  breeding,  pig  feeding,  and 
the  growing  of  wheat,  fruit,  and  vegetables.  These  (Roden,  Marden,  Wisbech, 
Clithoroe,  and  Crewe)  comprise  5,399  acres  and  supplied  produce  to  the 
value  of  £68,714  during  the  twelvemonth. 

We  must  also  mention  the  way  in  which  the  federation  has  opened 
up  relations  with  allotment  holders  and  small  cultivators  through  the  dis- 
tributive stores  ;  the  setting  up  of  a  seed  warehouse  and  testing  ground 
at  Derby  will  materially  help  the  movement  for  increased  food  production 
in  our  own  coimtry.  Retail  stores  can  usefully  assist  in  this  direction  by 
organising  special  departments  to  deal  with  the  requirements  of  the  small 
cultivators  in  their  own  areas. 

Supplementary  to  these  effort.s  to  secure  some  of  the  sources  of  food 
supply  are  the  endeavours  made  to  increase  the  capacity  of  existing  works 
and  to  secure  others.  A  vinegar  brewery  at  Clayton  (Manchester)  was  piir- 
chascd  ;  land  obtained  adjoining  the  Brislington  butter  factory  ;  a  large 
freehold  building  bought  at  Acton  for  the  purpose  of  jam  making  ;  a  flour 
mill  secured  at  Hull  (making  the  ninth  floiir  mill  now  in  possession  of  the 
Wholesale) ;  and  a  grain  warehouse  purchased  at  Newcastle  which  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  storage  and  distribution  of  food  supplies  on  the  north-east 
coast.  Land  has  also  been  purchased  at  Birkenhead  for  the  erection  of 
another  flour  mill  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit.  These  are  but  a  few 
of  the  developments  which,  with  the  margarine  factory  which  began  opera- 
tions towards  the  close  of  the  year,  constitute  a  strenuous  endeavour  to 
obtain  food  supplies.  Several  adjustments  had  to  be  made  owing  to  the 
variation  in  the  allocation  of  raw  materials,  and  tea  blending  was  conmienced 
at  Manchester  on  the  arrival  of  tea  cargoes,  for  the  first  time,  at  the  northern 
port.  Another  minor  point,  but  which  has  its  use  in  showing  how  the  trading 
departnaents  have  to  watch  the  varying  conditions  of  supply  and  demand, 
occure  with  regard  to  meat.  When  the  shortage  came  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society's  departments  quickly  entered  the  wet  fish  business  and 
have  been  fostering  the  trade  in  that  branch  among  retail  societies  generally. 

Continuing  the  policy  of  joint  action  with  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  three  estates  of  1,716  acres  were  purchased  in  southern 
India  as  well  as  land  in  Ceylon  and  West  Africa  in  connection  with  the 
co-operative  enterprises  to  which  reference  was  made  last  year. 

Banking  Developments. 
The  development  of  the  policy  of  land  o-wiiership  and  of  securing  more 
of  the  raw  materials  of  industry  has  necessitated  a  consideration  of  the 
capital  resources  of  the  society.  The  alteration  of  the  riiles  whereby 
societies  can  take  up  shares  at  the  rate  of  30s.  per  member  has  given  oppor- 
tunity to  many  societies  to  contribute  their  quota  to  the  great  advance. 


116  RspoBT  OT  Ckntbai.  Board. 


But  for  the  many  projects  in  view  a  larger  proportion  of  permanent  capital 
has  become  essential ;  hence  the  proposed  issue  of  Ten  Years'  Development 
Bonds  which  are  likely  to  appeal  to  a  large  circle  of  kindred  organisations 
with  capital  to  invest.  The  individual  deposit  accounts  are  now  being 
worked  through  480  societies  and  a  series  of  conferences  wae  held  in  1917  to 
emphasise  the  importance  of  securing  more  fixed  capital.  The  banlung 
business  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  has  grown  to  large  dimensions 
and  the  movement  of  funds  (deposits  and  withdrawals)  for  the  year  amoimted 
to  £324,217,381,  an  increase  of  16J  per  cent.  The  number  of  current 
accoimts  now  open  at;  the  C.W.S.  Bank  is  as  follows  : — 

Co-operative  societies 971 

Trade  unions  and  friendly  societies    562 

Clubs  and  other  mutual  organisations 301 


1,834 


In  addition,  there  are  155  deposit  accounts  of  trade  unions  and  friendly 
societies  that  have  no  current  accoimts  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society's  Bank. 

Co-OPEKATivE  Colliery. 

For  many  years  co-operators  have  urged  the  necessity  for  the  move- 
ment to  develop  the  business  of  colliery  owners.  The  time  has  now  arrived 
and,  with  the  acquisition  of  the  Shilbottle  Cc;lliery  near  Alnwick,  the  Co- 
operative WJiolesale  Society  readily  secured  the  approval  of  societies  to 
purchase  and  work  mines  and  collieries. 

Industrial  Advance. 

Recognising  the  gro%\ing  cost  of  living  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  has  given  substantial  war  bonuses  in  all  departments  and  works 
while  the  conditions  of  service  have  approximated  to  the  48  hours'  working 
week  in  many  of  its  establishments.  In  others,  \\here  conditions  were 
favourable,  such  a  week  has  been  fully  established.  But  the  greatest  achieve- 
ment as  illxxstrating  co-operative  advance  in  securing  good  industrial  con- 
ditions comes  in  the  granting  of  a  week's  holiday,  with  pay,  to  all  the  workers 
in  the  mills,  factories,  and  workshops  who  have  been  in  the  society's  employ 
for  iipwards  of  twelve  months.  Holidays  have  always  been  given  to  the 
staffs  ;  the  extension  of  the  policy  to  the  manual  workers  is  a  recognition 
of  a  principle  that  many  trade  unions  have  advocated  for  years.  Its 
adoption  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  will  give  a  lead  to  other 
employers  and  A\ill  probably  inspire  the  recommendations  of  some  of  the 
committees  that  are  considering  problems  of  reconstruction  after  the  war. 

So  much  for  the  spirit  of  industry.  In  the  material  sense  production 
has  advanced — and  advanced  at  a  rate  proportionately  greater  than  the 
distributive  trade,  as  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Distributive  Departments'  Sales. 


Ready - 
Shoes, 

Year  1916. 

Year  1917. 

Compatigon. 

Departments. 

Increase. 

Rate 

per  cent. 

Grocery  and  Provisions 

Drapery,  Woollens  and 
mades,   Boots  and 
Furnishing,  &c,    . . 

£ 
43,256,740 

8,974,334 

£ 
47,326,266 

10,383,867 

£ 
4,070,525 

1,409,583 

9-4 
15-7 

Total  Sales 

52,230,074 

57,710,132 

6,480,068 

10-4 

Productive 

Works'  Supplies 

.     (Included 

in  above.) 

Ready- 
Shoes, 

Year  1916. 

Year  1917. 

Comparigon. 

Departments. 

Increaae. 

Rate 
per  cent. 

Grocery  and  Provisions 

Drapery,  Woollens  and  ' 
madea,   Boots  and 
Furnishing,  &o.    . . 

£ 

14,084,388 

2,178,997 

£ 

15,919,041 

2,503,236 

£ 
1,834,653 

884,238 

130 
17  6 

Total  Sales 

16,263,386 

18,482,276 

2,218,891 

13-6 

Owing  to  the  war  the  erection  of  buildings  to  fully  naeet  the  require- 
ments of  such  turnovers  has  been  impossible.  Buu  the  directors  have  been 
looking  ahead  and  land  and  buildings  have  been  purchased  at  Irlam,  Sheffield, 
Brislington,  Leeds,  Kettering,  Reading,  London,  Wymondham,  Welling- 
borough, Manchester,  Northampton,  Middleton,  Silvertown,  Congleton,  and 
elsewhere  for  developments  in  connection  with  various  activities.  Other 
acquisitions  include  a  pottery  at  Rotherham,  the  Pingle  Mill  at  Delph, 
the  African  Oil  Mills  Co.  Limited  at  Liverpool,  the  Avenue  Weaving  Shed 
at  Chorley,  and  a  clothing  factory  at  Crewe — altogether  a  series  of  additions 
that,  in  the  aggregate,  will  aid  materially  to  the  output  of  the  Wholesale 
when  normal  times  are  resunaed. 

Conclusion. 

Limitations  of  space  preclude  a  fully  comprehensive  review  of  the 
Society's  activities  or  adequate  mention  of  such  matter  as  the  formation 
of  a  Research  Department,  the  encouragement  of  welfare  work  among  the 
women  and  girls  employed  at  certain  of  the  factories,  and  the  way  in  which 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Bank  has  helped  the  War  Bond  invest- 
ments.    It  is  calculated  that  between  £7,000,000  and  £8,000,000  have  been 
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invested  by  the  society  or  withdrawn  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society's  Bank  by  co-operative  societies,  trade  unions,  and  similar  societies 
for  loan  to  the  Government  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Nor  need  we 
recapitulate  the  story  of  the  world-wide  ramifications  of  the  concern  and 
the  strong  hold  it  has  upon  the  co-operative  movement  throughout  the 
Empire.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  Co-operative  VMiolesale  Society  has 
demonstrated  its  adaptability  to  the  changing  needs  of  the  times,  established 
its  claim  as  the  trading  ftderation  of  the  movement,  and  is  proving  itself 
able  to  set  the  pace  in  all  departments  of  co-operative  activity. 

(b)  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited. 

The  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited  W£i6  registered 
in  April  of  1868  and  commenced  business  in  September  of  the  same  year. 

Distribution. — The  society,  when  started,  was  engaged  in  distribution 
of  grocery  goods  only  to  retail  societies  then  in  existence,  but  from  time  to 
time  this  distributive  trade  was  extended  and  a  large  trade  is  now  also  done 
in  drapery,  boots,  and  furniture  and  furnishings. 

The  trade  for  the  first  year  (1869)  amoxmted  to  £81,094,  but  this 
has  gradually  increased  until  1917,  the  turnover  for  which  amounted  to 
£17,083,274,  representing  an  increase  over  the  year  1916  of  17-8  per  cent. 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  the  society  since  the  outbreak  of  war 
as  regards  the  procuring  of  stocks  and  raw  material  for  manufacturing 
purposes  and  the  great  scarcity  of  suitable  labour,  have  been  ijitensified 
with  the  continuation  of  hostilities,  but,  notwithstanding  these  handicaps, 
business  has  been  conducted  with  a  minimimi  of  complaints. 

Production. — Production  was  commenced  in  the  year  1881  by  the 
establishment  of  a  factory  for  the  making  of  shirts.  This  initial  venture 
proved  successful,  and  the  productive  side  of  the  business  has  been  steadily 
developed  until  at  the  end  of  the  year  1917  there  were  4.S  factories  as  well 
as  six  service  departments,  i.e.,  engineering,  motor  engineering,  building, 
electrical,  and  two  carting  departments  in  existence. 

For  the  first  complete  year  (1883)  the  transfers  from  productive  depart- 
ments amounted  to  £4,094,  while  for  the  year  1917  the  transfers  from  43 
productive  departments  were  £6,058,868  and  the  value  of  work  done  by 
the  service  departments  amounted  to  £255,37i?. 

Capital  oj  the  Society. — The  capital  of  the  society  is  raised  by  £1  shar^, 
every  society  federated  being  required  to  take  at  least  one  share  for  every 
individual  member  of  the  society. 

Deposits  are  accepted  from  societies  at  variovis  rates  of  interest,  and 
also  from  employees  and  members  of  retail  co-operative  societies.  At  the 
end  of  the  first  year  (1869)  the  total  amoimt  of  all  classes  of  investment  in 
the  society  was  £5,174.  At  the  end  of  1917  the  amount  invested  was 
£5,304,499,  this  smn  including  reserve  and  insurance  fluids.  The  number 
of  shares  subscribed  by  societies  at  the  same  date  was  571,458,  and  this 
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may  be  regarded  as  a  fair  criterion  of  the  membership  of  the  Scottish  Retail 
Societies  federated  in  the  Wholesale  Society.  In  addition  to  the  share 
capital  subscribed  by  societies  at  the  end  of  1917  there  were  25,001  shares 
held  by  665  employees,  the  amount  paid  up  in  respect  of  same  being  £22,833. 
An  Employee  Shareholders'  Association  was  formed  in  1893,  and  after  a 
very  useful  existence  has  attained  its  semi-jubilee  in  March,  1918. 

Reserves  and  Depreciation.—  Strict  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
depreciation  of  all  buildings,  i)lant  and  machinery  belonging  to  the  society, 
the  nominal  value  of  same  rej^resenting  less  than  one-third  of  the  original 
cost.  Ample  reserves  have  also  been  built  up,  the  total  amount  of  reserve 
and  insurance  fimds  at  the  end  of  1917  being  £950,425. 

In  addition  to  the  manufacturing  establishments,  buying  depots  have 
been  opened  in  West  Africa  and  at  Winnipeg,  Canada.  The  West  African 
Depot  has  not  been  long  in  existence,  but  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
possession  of  the  buying  depot  and  elevators — numbering  19  in  all — in 
Canada  have  been  largely  nullified,  it  is  hoped,  temporarily,  on  account 
of  the  changed  conditions  in  the  flour  milling  trade  at  the  present  time. 

By  the  purchase  of  Jute  Mills,  Dundee,  which  have  proved  eminently 
successful  since  their  acquisition,  the  trade  for  the  first  nine  months  being 
£84,604,  the  productive  side  of  the  society's  drapery  trade  has  been  further 
developed ;  and  its  farming  operations  have  also  been  enlarged  by  the 
purchase  of  Springside  Estate,  West  Kilbride,  Ayrshire,  extending  to  406 
acres  and  containing  three  farms. 

Future  Prospects. — While  the  derangement  of  the  economic  life  of  the 
nation  and  the  increasing  tendency  towards  State  Control  of  industry  have 
rendered  it  impossible  to  sum  up  future  prospects,  the  loyalty  of  societies 
affords  a  great  measui-e  of  satisfaction,  and  with  their  wholehearted  support 
the  society  will  continue  to  expand  in  the  future  as  it  has  done  in  the  past. 

The  cordial  relationship  existing  between  the  two  Wholesale  Societies 
since  their  inception  is  a  great  source  of  strength  and  is  likely  to  become 
closer  in  the  years  to  come. 

(c)  Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society. 

The  Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society  Limited  was  registered  in 
1897  and  commenced  business  at  the  beginning  of  1898. 

To  begin  with  the  business  of  the  society  was  conducted  entirely  upon 
an  agency  basis,  the  society  merely  acted  as  agents  for  other  firms  in  the 
agricultural  supply  business.  A  comparatively  short  experience,  however, 
convinced  the  society  that  satisfactory  business  relations  could  only  be 
established  by  dealing  directly  with  the  societies  throughout  the  coxmtry. 
Larger  premises  were  then  secured  and  the  direct  supply  of  requirements 
from  the  society's  own  stocks  was  undertaken.  Since  that  change  in  policy 
and  in  method  the  progress  of  the  society  has  been  practically  uninterrupted. 

In   its   earlier    years    the   trade  of   the  society    was    confined    almost 
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entirely  to  such  agrictdtural  requisites  as  seeds,  fertilisers,  &c.,  but  gradually 
the  scope  of  its  activities  was  widened  so  as  to  include  all  farming  require- 
ments. 

In  1910  a  further  step  was  taken  and  a  drapery  department  was  formed. 
This  step  was  taken  so  as  to  cater  for  the  reqmremfcnts  of  the  societies  taking 
up  general  store  business,  and  also  to  cater  for  town  distributive  societies. 
In  the  same  year  the  society  undertook  banking  business.  The  reason 
for  this  departure  was  the  attempt  made  to  smash  some  rural  societies  by 
the  withdrawal  of  banking  facilities. 

Sales. — The  sales  for  1897,  the  first  year  of  the  society's  existence, 
amounted  to  £14,500,  at  the  end  of  1916  this  has  increased  to  £479,876,  and 
for  1917  the  sales  amoimted  to  £651,566. 

Capital  of  the  Society. — The  capital  of  the  society  is  at  present  raised 
by  two  classes  of  shares,  ordinary  and  preference.  The  ordinary  shares 
are  nominally  valued  at  £1  each.  The5'^  may  bo  held  only  by  societies,  each 
society  is  required  to  subscribe  for  at  least  one  share  for  each  individual 
member  on  its  register.  The  ordinary  shareholders  must  pay  up  at  least 
Is.  on  each  share  on  application.  Preference  shares  may  be  held  by  indi- 
viduals. These  shares  are  nominally  valued  at  £5  each  and  must  be  fully 
paid  up.  When  sufficient  ordinary  capital  is  available  the  rules  proviae 
for  the  redemption  of  the  preference  shares.  Up  to  1914  the  ordinary  shares 
were  nominally  valued  at  58.  each,  but  the  rapidly-expanding  business  of 
the  society,  together  with  the  growing  strength  of  the  movement  in  Ireland, 
made  a  change  both  necessary  and  possible.  When  the  change  was  made 
there  were  23,000  5s.  shares  held  by  societies,  but  at  the  end  of  1917  this 
had  been  reduced  to  11,66.3  and  since  1914  no  5s.  shares  have  been  issued. 

The  capital  of  the  society  at  the  end  of  1917  was  as  follows  : — 

Psiid  up  Ordinarj'^  Shares £11,175 

„        Preference  Shares £10,076 

Total    £21,250 

Reserves  and  Depreciation. — During  the  whole  history  of  the  society 
special  attention  has  been  paid  to  adeqiiate  depreciation  of  premises,  plant 
and  machinery,  live  and  rolling  stock.  Due  provision  has  also  been  made 
for  a  reserve  fund.  At  the  end  of  1916  the  reserve  fund  amounted  to  £8,000. 
At  the  end  of  1917  this  figure  w£is  reduced  to  £2,500  by  writing  oft"  premises, 
plant  and  machinery,  and  rolling  stock. 

Future  Prospect.'i. — The  prospects  for  the  future  are  good  in  the  extreme. 
The  co-operative  movement  in  Ireland  is  growing  both  in  the  extent  and 
variety  of  activity,  and  the  Trading  Federation  must  partake  of  this  growth. 
Given  adequate  capital  and  an  early  return  to  peace  conditions,  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Wholesale  Society's  rate  of  progression  may  be  very  much 
greater  in  the  future  than  it  was  in  the  past. 
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The  following  figures  will  illustrate  the  years  1916  and  1917  :— 

Society     Ordinary       Pref.         Pref.                                                Interest  on 
Members.    Shares.    Members.    Shares.         Loans.           Sales.          Capital. 

1916  264        £7,139        117        £8,680       £49,699      £479,876      £800 

1917  334        11,175        122        10,075         61,971        651,566      1,060 

Surplus. 

£4,989 

5,576 

Increase  70   £4,036 


£1,395   £12,272   £171,690   £260 


£587 


SlTMMABT    OF    THB    WhOLBKALE    SOOIETIXS. 

Society  Interest 

Members,     Shares.        Loans.  Sales,      on  Capital.  Surplus. 

1916.  £  £  £  £  £ 

The  English  Wholesale 1,189  ..  2,653,774  ..  4,445,617  ..  52,280,074  ..131,323  .1,656,889 

The  Scottish  Wholesale 262  . .      522,453  . .  4,042,188  . .  14,502,410  . .  26,931  . .  686,174 

The  Irish  Wholesale 381..       15,819..        49,699..       479,876..       800..      4,989 

1,832       3,192,046       8,537,399       67,212,860      148,054    2,297,552 

1917.  £  £  £                £             £ 

The  English  Wholesale 1,192  ..  2,981,188  ..  3,956,192  ..  67,710,183  ..143,708  .1,316,156 

The  Scottish  Wholesale 263  ..  593,239  ..  3,664,578  ..♦17,079,842  ..  28,617  ..  500,915 

The  Irish  Wholesale 463..  21,216..  61,971..       661,566..    1,060..      5,576 

1,908       3,595,588        7,682,741      75,441,541      173,380     1,821,646 

£  £  £  £  £ 

1916 1,716  . .  8,192,046  . .  8,637,399  . .  67,212,860  .  .148,054  .  .2,390,577 

1917 1,908  . .  8,695,588  . .  7,682,741  . .  76,441,541  .  .178,880  .  .1,821,646 

Increase..       198..     408,642..        —        ..    8,129,181  ..  26,326  ..    — 
Decrease..       —    ..        —       ..     854,658  ..         —       ..       —    ..    668,981 

•  This  amount  only  includes  sales  to  members  and  non-members  in  Great  Britain,  and  is 
exclusive  of  a  sum  of  j6235,989  due  us  by  the  Flour  Mills  Control  Committee  for  Flour  Subsidy. 
We  note  that  in  the  figures  for  1916  sales  there  were  included  (1)  a  sum  of  je48,789  whioh  was  for 
a  sale  of  wheat  to  the  Canadian  Government,  and  (2)  rents  and  feu  duties  £1,201. 


4.    DISTRIBUTIVE    CO-OPERATIVE    SOCIETIES. 


Societies.      Members, 


1916, 
1917. 


1,862 
1,866 


Increase  . 
Decrease 


3,620,227 
3,788,490 

368,263 


Shares. 

£ 

47,168,203 

49,884,049 

2,230,846 


Loans,              Sales.  Surplus. 

£                      £  £ 

6,169,149  ..  121,628,650  ..  16,330,079 

6,862,444  ..  142,003,612  ..  15,916,591 


198,295 


30,876,062 


418,488 


5.    CO-OPERATIVE  PRODUCTION. 

We  have  been  able  to  obtain  the  usual  information  from  the  Productive 
Societies  in  regard  to  their  progress,  also  from  the  two  Wholesale  Societies  as  to 
their  productive  departments,  and  this  information  is  included  in  the  appendix 
to  the  report.  We  submit  a  summary  of  the  returns  giving  particulars  for  1916 
and  1917 :— 
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(a)  Summarised  Statement, 


Nnmbsr 

of 
Soeletlu. 

Number 

of 
Emp'yes. 

Capitkl 
Employed. 

Trade 
during 
Year. 

Surploi- 

Defi- 
elcn«y. 

Ireland  

England  and  Wales 

Scotland  

English  Wholesale  

Soo'ttish  Wholesale  

11      i>   

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

1916 

1917 

87 
88 
14 
14 

7646 
7167 
3688 
1997 
18678 
19082 
6867 
6977 

£ 

965007 
686268 
806697 
819686 
4193145 
4907873 
1809962 
1828712 

£ 

2788«86 
8199178 
1677505 
19472S6 
16867f>09 
18581655 
4708104 
6294857 

£ 

184779 
318843 
149068 
145897 
374780 
418653 
103795 
123117 

£ 

1801 
1497 

286 

1266 

Total  

1916 

103 
99 

35824 
35228 

7274711 
8041S89 

25537104 
80032871 

813417 
901610 

1301 

1917 

8049 

(6)  Summary  of  Industries. 


1916. 
£ 


„     ,     „,  jT     *!,  (England 920,541 

Boots,  Shoes,  and  Leather  . .    |  wholesale  Societies 1,294,924 


Metal  and  Hardware 

Woodworking    

Building  and  Quarrying  . . 
Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Corn  lulling 


(England 72,503 

\  "Wholesale  Society     ......       85,498 

158,001 


(England 42,331 

\  Wholesale  Societies 198,438 


(■England 864,158  .. 

Cotton,  Linen,  Silk  and  Wool  \  Scotland 211 ,020  . . 

(wholesale  Societies 1,345,940  . . 


1917. 

£ 

1,102,408 

285,054 

1,714,457 


2,421,118  ..    3,101,919 


953,498 
1,444,677 


2,215,465  ..  2,398,175 


68,971 
82,359 

151,330 

47,624 
205,193 


240,769  ..       252,817 


England 13,406  .. 

England 251,654  .. 

Scotland 21,094  .. 

Wholesale  Societies 420,548  .  ■ 


7,167 

287,821 

23,496 

494,570 


693,296  ..       805,887 


j  England 246,526  . , 

I  Wholesale  Societies 11,828,876  . , 


247,462 
13,511,698 


12,075,401  . .  13,759,150 
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Baking 


Laundries 


Various 


1916. 
£ 

( England 98,908 

t  Scotland     1,420,009 


(England 87,638 

{Scotland 25,332 


113,020 


(England 191,318 

( Wholesale  Societies 5,901,393 


Total,  1916 
,,      1917 


1917. 
£ 

104,478 
1,615,187 


1,513,917  ..    1,719,665 


96,934 
23,549 

120,483 

282,820 
7,423,458 


6,092,711   ..    7,706,278 

25,537,104 
30,022,871 


Increase 


4,485,767 


6.     FARMING    BY  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES. 

(See  Appendix  I.,  page  326.) 
(a)  Farming  by  Wholesale  or  Distributive  Societies. 


AOREAQE. 

Capital. 

Rent. 

Defi- 
ciency. 

Surplus 

Owned. 

Rented. 

Interest 

Rent 
where 
rented. 

Societies. 

Midland 

Northern   

North-Western . . 

Scottish 

Southern    

South- Western.. 
Western 

6329^ 
573i 

6546i 
974 
597 

2560 
26 

3447 
1977 
1151^ 
545 
184 
390i 
175 

£ 

183,799 

44  130 

239,371 

63,798 

33  523 

68,605 

300 

£ 
6,864 
19;4 
7,607 
2,785 

620 

3,355 

15 

£ 

8,118 

3  412 

2.141 

3,054 

384 

724 

181 

£ 
10,833 

4,175 
18,321 
12,025 

1,177 

128 

£ 

l,88i 

3,400 

461 
2,768 

29 
20 
38 
5 
6 
4 
3 

Total,... 

17606J 

7870 

633  526 

23,120 

18,014 

41,159 

8,513 

105 
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{b)  Farming  Socibtibs. 


Acreage. 

Capital. 

Rent. 

SorpIuB 

Defl- 
ciency. 

rt 

Section. 

Owned. 

Rented. 

Interest 

Rent 
where 
rented. 

Societies. 

Southern   

Western 

•• 

233 
574 

£ 

1,733 
3,000 

£ 

38 

£ 

170 
402 

£ 

1,703 

£ 
252 

1 

1 

Total.... 

.. 

807 

4,738 

38 

572 

1,703 

252 

2 

The  figures  given  above  are  up  to  and  including  April  18.      The  list  •will  be 
completed  for  the  final  report. 


7.    AGRICULTURAL  SUPPLY  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 


CO-OPERATIVE    AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETIES    IN    THE 
UNITED    KINGDOM, 


England  and  Wales. 

Compared  with  those  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1915,  the 
statistics  of  co-operative  agi'icuitural  societies  show  a  net  decrease  of  eighteen 
societies.  This  is  partly  accounted  for  by  war  conditions,  which  have,  in 
some  instances,  induced  societies  to  go  out  of  business,  but  mainly  to  a  some- 
what drastic,  revision  of  the  societies  and  the  removal  from  the  list  of  those 
which,  from  one  cause  or  another,  might  be  regarded  as  ineffective. 

The  statistics  given  below  are  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1916. 
Full  particulars  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1917,  are  not  yet  available ; 
but  there  has  been,  during  that  year,  a  very  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  societies,  some  260  in  all  having  been  formed,  of  which  about  200  were 
allotment  societies,  the  increase  in  these  being  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
features  of  the  past  year — an  increase  which,  as  yet,  shows  no  sign  of  abating. 

The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  has  been  called  upon  to  assist  and 
co-operate  with  several  of  the  Government  Departments  in  regard  to  different 
branches  of  pioneer  work  which  have  been  brought  into  prominence  owing 
to  war  conditions.  In  connection  with  the  Food  Production  Department,  the 
problem  of  the  conservation  of  surpluses  of  home-grown  fruit  and  vegetables 
has  been  and  is  being  dealt  with. 

The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  has  also  collaborated  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  in  a  scheme  for  the  co-operative  distribution  of  calves, 
and  in  the  organising  of  the  Co-operative  Cheese  Schools;  and,  at  the  special 
request  of  the  Board,  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  has  undertaken 
the  organisation  of  niiilk  depots  in  districts  from  which  milk  is  not  at  present 
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being  collected  and  sold  to  the  towns,  the  Board  advancing  one-half  of  the 
cost  of  equipment  on  loan. 

With  the  Ministry  of  Munitions,  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society 
has  worked  in  connection  with  a  number  of  matters,  e.g.,  a  proposed  new 
source  of  potash  supply,  the  supply  of  agricultural  implements,  &c.,  and  the 
supply  of  fruit  and  vegetables  to  munition  canteens. 

The  schemes  now  so  effectively  in  operation  under  the  Canteen  Committee 
of  the  War  Office  for  obtaining  agricultural  produce,  and  for  the  disposal 
of  waste  products  of  the  Army  camps,  were  also  initiated  by  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society. 


1916. 

Purchase 
of  Require- 
ments. 

Egg  and 
Poultry. 

Dairy. 

Co-op. 
Auctions 
and  Fruit 
Societies. 

Small 
Holdings 
and  Allot- 
ments. 

Mis- 

ceirne«us 

and 

Credit 

Societies. 

Total. 

No.  of  Societies  . . 
No.  of  Members. . 
Turnover 

215 

29,965 

£3,427,810 

40 

4,063 

£194,389 

85 

4,082 

£993,163 

28 

2,609 
£322,434 

174 

17,449 

£13,286 

45 

4,512 

£13,588 

532 

62,680 

£4,961,520 

Scotland. 

The  Scottish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  reports  that  during  the 
year,  in  spite  of  very  great  difficulties,  owing  to  the  depletion  of  staffs,  all 
the  existing  societies  have  been  consolidated  and  developed.  Continuous  help 
has  been  given  in  the  difficult  problems  of  the  purchase  of  suppUes,  &c.  Seven- 
teen new  societies  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  year's  work. 

The  milk  depots  continue  to  be  successful,  and  by  the  formation  of 
associations  under  the  society's  guidance,  producers  of  milk  have  been  enabled 
to  obtain  a  substantially  improved  price,  and  by  co-operative  organisation 
this  benefit  has  been  secured  to  the  producer  without  correspondingly 
increasing  the  cost  to  the  consumer. 

Federation  of  local  societies  is  advocated  and  instances  given  of  the 
benefits  accruing,  not  only  by  federation,  but  also  by  joint  committees  for 
purchase. 

The  society  has  drawn  up  a  code  of  model  rules  for  the  u;se  of  local 
societies  for  co-operative  credit,  and  some  time  ago  made  an  application  to 
the  Development  Conunissioners  for  a  loan  of  £5,000,  but  this  request  was 
not  granted,  consequently  progress  in  the  direction  of  forming  credit  banks 
is  very  slow. 

Assistance  has  been  given  to  societies  in  securing  artificial  manures, 
fertilisers,  binder  twine,  seeds,  and  other  requirements,  which  has  resulted 
an  a  great  saving  to  the  societies,  and  at  the  moment,  in  consequence  of  the 
disastrous  harvest  in  the  Western  Highlands  and  outer  islands,  the  society 
is  organising  on  a  large  scale  for  supplies  of  fodder  stuffs  being  sent  out  for 
the  maintenance  of  live  stock. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-four  societies  are  now  affiliated  to  the  society. 
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Ibeland. 
On  the  31st  of  March,  1917,  there  were  958  co-operative  societies  in  Ireland 
organised  by  or  in  affiliation  with  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society, 
and  having  a  membership  of  106,734.  The  trade  turnover  for  the  year  1916  is 
shown  in  the  Report  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  at  £6,099,880. 
The  societies  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

Dairy  Societies 346 

Auxiliary  Dairy  Societies    95 

Agricultural  Societies 234 

Credit  Societies  (Agricultural  Banks)  224 

Poultry  Keepers    12 

Home  Industries 9 

Miscellaneous    30 

Flax 6 

Federations 2 

958 

The  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  has  continued  during  the  year 
the  policy  which  it  pursued  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  It  has  worked  to 
increase  tillage  and  for  the  production  of  an  increased  food  supply.  It  has 
encouraged  farmers  to  co-operate  for  the  reduction  (or,  where  practicable,  the 
elimination  of  middle  profits)  with  the  double  object  of  securing  to  the  producers 
a  reasonable  remuneration  for  their  labour,  outlay  and  skill,  and  of  reducing  the 
cost  of  production  for  the  consumers.  Whilst  discouraging  profiteering  amongst 
producers,  it  has  endeavoured  to  secure  for  them  the  due  reward  of  their 
industry,  and  to  increase  their  output.  With  the  latter  object  in  view  it 
has  continued  to  press  on  them  the  necessity  for  the  procuring  of  the  most 
modern  types  of  power  machinery  which  small  farmers  can  obtain  only  by 
co-operation  through  societies.  It  has  also  encouraged  the  erection  by  societies 
of  milling  facilities  for  the  preparation  of  wheat  and  oats  for  food,  and  where 
the  conditions  admit  of  it,  for  the  preparation  of  cattle  foods. 

The  relationship  of  rural  to  urban  societies  is  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  which  is  anxious  that  an  intelligent 
and  sympathetic  understanding  should  exist  in  each  branch  of  the  movement, 
of  the  needs  and  aims  of  the  other.  Informal  conferences  between  officials  of  the 
Irish  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  and  of  the  Irish  Go-operative  Conference 
Association  have  taken  place  with,  it  is  believed,  advantage  to  the  co-operative 
movement  in  Ireland  as  a  whole,  and  the  Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society 
has  acted  effectively  as  a  trade  nexus  for  the  two  types  of  organisation. 

8.  SMALL  SAVINGS  OR  PENNY  BANKS. 

Below  we  give  particulars  abstracted  from  statistical  returns  supplied  by 
societies  relating  to  the  Small  Savings  Departments  for  the  year  1916 ;  the 
particulars  for  1917  are  included  as  far  as  available,  and  these  wiU  be  completed 
after  Congress. 
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SeotioB. 

Ireland  

Midland     

Northern  

North- Western     . 

Scottish 

Southern   

South-Western     , 
Western     


No.  of 

Societies. 

1916. 

No.  of 

Societies. 

1917. 

Amonnt 

of  Deposits. 

1916. 

Amount 

of  Deposit 

1917. 

£ 

£ 

5 

4 

2,754 

323 

105 

109 

417,611 

463,239 

64 

73 

143,915 

170,851 

288 

264 

987,048 

1,095,765 

100 

108 

326,436 

361,091 

89 

128 

239,696 

344,118 

34 

46 

72,317 

91,623 

49 

50 

111,114 

117,272 

684 


782    £2,300,891   £2,644,282 


9.    CO-OPERATIVE    INSURANCE. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  business  of  the  Co-operative  Insurance 
Society  Limited  — the  Joint  Insurance  department  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  Limited,  and  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited — for 
the  years  1915,  1916,  and  1917,  and  a  statement  of  its  financial  position  at 
31st  December,  1917. 

The  expense  of  Collective  Life  Assurance,  with  the  new  scale  of  benefits  now 
in  force,  is  only  3  per  cent  of  the  premiums. 


Collective  Lij™  Assurance  Business. 


No.  of 
Sooieties 
Assured. 

Premiums 
Received. 

No.  of 

Members  of 

Assured 

Societies. 

Claims  Paid. 

No. 

Amount. 

1915 
1916 
1917 

506 
581 
616 

129,686 
179,700 
226,223 

1,134,844 
1,380,139 
1,578,074 

19,886 
23,843 
27,746 

£ 
124,221 

147,165 
179,127 

Life  Assurance  Business  (Individuals). 


Ordinaby. 

i 

Premiums 
Received. 

17,353 
20,604 
23,873 

JPECIAL. 

Industrial. 

Year. 

Premiums 
Received. 

Claims  Paid. 

Claims  Paid. 

Premiums 
Received. 

6,118 
6,560 
8,212 

Claims  Paid. 

No. 

107 
102 
274 

Amount. 

£ 

8,978 

16,587 

22,904 

No, 

Amount. 

£ 

6,001 
7,473 
8,729 

No. 

285 
297 
369 

Amount. 

1915 
1916 
1917 

.38,155 
45,662 
56,412 

699 
661 
795 

£ 
2,626 
2,967 
3,593 

In  1917  £1,559.  6s.  was  received  for  Annuities  granted. 
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Fire,  and  Accident  and  General  Insurance  Bobiness. 


FlKE. 

Accident  and  Oenbrai.. 

Year. 

Premiums 

Claims  Paid. 

Premiums 

Received. 

+ 

Claims  Paid. 

Received. 

t 

64,173 
65,945 
73,636 

No. 

Amount. 

£ 

15,282 
15,022 
26,494 

No. 

Amount. 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1,816 
1,800 
2,025 

20,395 
25,561 
29,737 

1,442 
1,845 
1,696 

£ 

6,977 
10,245 
12,798 

+  Accident,  Burglary,  Fidelity,  Plate  Glass,  Motor  Vehicle  and  Live  Stock  Insurances 
are  included  in  the  Accident  and  General  Account. 

Employers'  Liability  Insurance  Business. 


Year. 

Premiums 
Received. 

Claims  Paid. 

Fatal. 

Non-Fatal. 

No. 

Amount. 

1915 
1916 
1917 

£ 
32,864 
34,111 
36,642 

22 
21 
22 

2,375 
2,319 
2,159 

2,397 
2,340 
2,181 

£ 
16,381 
16,085 
17,429 

In   1917  the  total  premium  income  in  all  departments  amounted  to 

£456,304.  6s.  6d. 

The    claims    paid    were    35,158    in    number,    amounting    to    a    total    of 

£271,074.  13s,  6d. 

Insurance  Funds. 


Year. 

Life 

(Four 

Sections). 

Fire. 

Employers' 
Liability. 

Accident 

and 
General. 

Total. 

1915 
1916 
1917 

£ 
323,004 
372,853 
436,767 

£ 

189,760 
197,894 
209,911 

£ 

48,754 
53,356 
59,331 

£ 

85,649 
40,025 
46,430 

£ 
597,167 
664,128 
752,439 

Out  of  the  profit  and  loss  account,  after  paying  interest  on  capital  at  the 
usual  rate  of  5  per  cent,  dividends  of  2s,  in  the  £  to  members  and  Is.  in  the  £  to 
non-members  upon  their  fire  insurance  premiums  in  1916  were  declared. 


10.    JOURNALS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

Again  this  year  we  have  not  made  application  to  societies  generally  for 
particulars  as  to  journals  and  records  published  by  them,  but  only  to  those 
printed  below, 


Report  op  Central  Board.  129 


WEBKIiY  AND  MONTHLY   PAPERS  AND   RECORDS. 

No.  of  Societies 

Supplied.  CiroulatioH. 

*"  Co-operative  Union  Review  "  6,000 

*"  Co-operative  Educator " 6,000 

The  "  Co-operative  News "    980     99,000 

The "  Millgate  Monthly "     585     12,000 

"  Our  Circle " 432     23,000 

"  Scottish  Co-operator "     221     27,650 

"  Co-partnership "  —     8,000 

t"  Co-operation  in  Agriculture "   —     — 

The  "A.U.C.E.  Journal"   728     12,000 

JThe  "  Wheatsheaf  "    523     603,000 

The  "  Producer "    754     24,500 

*  Issued  quarterly.  t  Suspended  during  the  war. 

tin  addition,  381  societies  publish  "Wheatsheaf"  local  pages,  aggregating   1,000   pp. 
monthly,  and  an  Agricultural  Edition  is  supplied  to  39  societies,  taking  3,000  copies. 

11.    NEW  SOCIETIES   REGISTERED   IN  1917. 

(See  Appendix  II.,  page  330.) 
The  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  and  the  Assistant  Registrars  for  Scotland 
and  Ireland  have  furnished  us  with  a  list  of  societies  registered  in  1917.   This  list 
is  printed  in  full  in  the  Appendix. 

The  total  number  for  England  and  Wales  is  302,  as  compared  with  99  regis- 
tered during  1916.  The  societies  are  varied  in  their  character  as  will  be  noticed 
by  the  classification  in  the  following  summary  : — 

(a)  England  and  Wales. 

Distributive 10 

Agricultural  and  Farmers'  Trading  , 27 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 199 

Egg  and  Poultry 18 

Milk  Producers 8 

Fruit  and  Vegetable 1 

Land,  Tenants,  and  Garden  Suburbs   3 

Pig  Keepers    3 

Clubs    11 

Fishermen's   • .  •         6 

Women's  Institute 1 

Unclassified    20 

302 

The    distributive    societies    are    as    follows.: — *Bimiingham    Industrial; 

Potter's  Bar  and  District;   St.   George's,   Netherhainpton ;  Devonport  Royal 

Dockyard   Canteen   and    Restaurant;    Milford    Haven    Industrial;    Basildon; 

Builth  Wells  and  District ;  Deudraeth  ;  Llandegf  an ;  Kingston  and  District. 

*  Birmingham  has  been  reregistered  under  a  new  register  number,  as  it  is  amalgamated  with 

another  society. 
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(6)  Scotland. 
Sixty-eight  societies  have  been  registered  in  Scotland  during  1917.     This 
number  includes  the  Kilsyth  Society  which  has  amalgamated  with  Banton  Co- 
operative Society,  and  the  Aberdeen  Northern  Co-operative  Society  which  has 
been  converted  from  registration  under  the  Companies  Act. 
These  sogieties  are  classified  as  follows : — 

Distributive    5 

Agricultural,  Dairy   55 

Insurance  and  Credit       .3 

Food  Producers 1 

Farmers  Trading  and  Horse  Breeding 3 

Unclassified    1 

68 
(c)  Irelamd. 
Seventy-seven  new  societies  have  been  registered  in  Ireland  daring  1917. 
They  are  classified  as  follows  :  —  • 

Distributive    « , .    3 

Agricultural  and  Dairy    50 

Creameries 11 

Milling    2 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments    1 

Flax   7 

Unclassified    ii 


77 


The  distributive  societies  are  Clonmel,  Lisbellaw,  and  Waterford. 


12,    SOCIETIES   DISSOLVED  OR  AMALGAMATED   IN    1917. 

(See  Appendix  III.,  page  349.) 

From  a  perusal  of  the  list  of  societies  removed  from  the  register  during 
1917,  which  appears  in  the  appendix,  it  will  be  noted  that  many  societies" 
names  are  included  as  "final  winding-up  notices  having  been  received." 
Many  of  these  have  appeared  in  previous  lists. 

This  year  the  Registrar  appears  to  have  adopted  a  new  method  in  .so  far 
as  regards  amalgamation  of  two  societies,  by  including  in  this  list  the  names 
of  both  societies,  and  showing  as  a  new  registration  the  amalgamated  society 
under  a  new  number.  This  may  be  rather  misleading,  unless  the  list  is  care- 
fully perused,  as,  for  instance,  the  Birmingham  Industrial  Society  (Registered 
No.  2252,  R.  Warwick)  is  shown  as  being  removed  by  amalgamation  with 
Moor  Pool  Supply  Association  (Registered  No.  5064,  R.  Staffs.)  to  form  6309, 
R.  Warwick. 

Of  the  seventeen  distributive  societies  included  in  the  list,  six  have  either 
amalgamated  or  transferred  their  engagements  to  other  societies. 


Report  op  Central  Board.  131 

Of  the  ten  productive  societies,  five  have  been  taken  over  by  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  to  be  vyorked  by  them  as  productive  departments. 

Distributive 17 

Productive    10 

Agricultural  and  Farmers   53 

Creameries    4 

Small  Holdings  and  Allotments 8 

Garden  Suburbs 1 

Land,  Loan,  and  Bank i 

Clubs 11 

Egg  and  Poultry 6 

Home  Industries 4 

Unclassified 21 

139 


THE    CO-OPERATIVE    UNION    LIMITED. 


13.    SOCIETIES  AFFILIATED  TO  THE  UNION  during  1917. 

The   societies    in    the    following    list    have    joined   the   Union   since  last 
Congress ; — 

Ireland  :  Clonmel,  Enniscorthy,  Waterford. 

Northern  Section :  Broughton  Moor. 

North-  Western  Section  :  Cowms  Lepton,  Lepton  Town  Bottom,  Rochdale 

Provident,   Smallbridge   Conservative,   Sychton,    Tideswell,  Tottington 

Industriai. 
Scottith  Section :  Abbey  Green  (Losmahagow),  Auchterarder  Feus,  Carronhall 

and    Kinnaird,  Laurieston,   Leadhills,  Lennox,  Old   Cumnock,  Patna, 

Redding. 
SoutJierri  Section:  Sturminster  Newton  Parmerh'  Co-operative  Stores. 
South-Western  Section :  Devonport  Royal  Dockyard  Canteen  and  Restaurant, 

Falmouth,  St.  Mawes. 
Western  Section  :  DufEryn,  Penrhiwceiber. 

14.    SOCIETIES  WHICH  HAVE  WITHDRAWN  during  1917. 

The  undermentioned  societies  have  ceased  to  be  members  of  the  Union  for 
the  reasons  stated  :  — 

By  amalgamation  or  transfer  of  engagements— CliSe-at-Hoo,  Darite,  Delph 

Woollen,   Napton,  Planet  Mutual  Insurance,  Salterfor':h,  Sharnbrook, 

and  Tunstead. 
By  ceasing  to  exist — Canteen  and  Mess  and  Medway  Ship  Barge. 
By  being   struck   off — Blakesley,  Federated   Growers,  Great  Glen,  Laken- 

heath,  Moretonhampstead,  and  Windermere; 
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15 

.    SUMMARY  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section. 

Total  No.        Members  of 
of  Societies.           Union. 

Non-members 
of  Union. 

Per  Cent 
Members 
of  Union. 

Ireland    

49     ....         32     .. 

17      .... 

66-3 

Midland 

212     ....       186     .. 

26     .... 

87-7 

Northern    

139     ....       135     .. 

4     .... 

971    . 

North- Western  . 

453     ....       414     .. 

39     .... 

91-4 

Scottish 

276     ....       225     .. 

61     .... 

81-5 

Southern    

185     ....       165     .. 

20     .... 

89-2 

South  -Western . 

76     ....         67     .. 

9     .... 

88-2 

Western 

88     ....         81     .. 

7     .... 

920 

1,478               1,305 

173 

t  Societies  membei 
t  Societies  membei 

•s  of  the  Union  in  1918. . . 

1,305 
1,308 

s  of  the  Union  in  1917. . . 

Summary  op  Membership. 

Number 

of                     Per 
Societies.              cent. 

Membership 

of 

Societies. 

Per 

cent. 

t  Members  of  Union  . 

...    1,305     ....     88-3 

...   3,720,339 

....     9700 

Total  No.  of  Societies   1,478  Total  Member 

. . . .      115,037 

. . . .       300 

ship  3,835,376 

t  These  figures  refer  only  to  Societies  included  in  the  Statistical  Return. 


16.    CENTRAL  BOARD. 

The  Central  Board  has  met  on  two  occasions  since  last  Congress.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  on  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Leman 
Street,  London,  on  Tuesday,  16th  October,  1917,  on  the  eve  of  the  National 
Emergency  Conference. 

The  Board  discussed  several  matters  of  importance  relating  to  internal 
affairs,  after  which  Mr.  Wilson  (of  the  Ministry  of  Labour)  gave  a  detailed 
explanation  of  the  interim  report  on  Joint  Standing  Industrial  Councils.  A 
number  of  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  Wilson  by  members  of  the  Board,  which 
were  satisfactorily  answered  ;  afterwards  a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider 
the  report  and  suggest  to  the  United  Board  what  should  be  the  nature  of 
the  reply  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour. 

The  Committee  submitted  a  report  indicating  the  machinery  which  had  been 
set  up  in  the  co-operative  movement  for  the  settlement  of  disputes  and  the  im- 
provement of  conditions  of  employment.  First  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  to 
deal  directly  with  the  A.U.O.E.,  feuling  an  agreement,  the  service  of  the  District 
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Conciliation  Boards  is  called  upon,  and  if  an  agreement  is  not  reached  the  ques- 
tion in  dispute  is  forwarded  to  the  National  Conciliation  Board,  presided  over  by 
an  independent  chairman.  For  Craft  Unions  there  is  in  existence  a  joint  com- 
mittee consisting  of  an  equal  number  of  representatives  from  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  Co-operative  Union. 

The  report  further  outlined  the  developments  foreshadowed  in  the  work  of 
the  Union  when  the  Labour  Adviser's  Department  became  an  accomplished  fact ; 
particulars  were  also  given  of  the  "  Welfare  "  work  at  present  being  undertaken 
by  some  societies,  and  suggested  how  this  may  be  developed  after  the  war,  and 
that  meetings  of  committees  of  societies,  along  with  the  whole  of  the  employees 
of  the  respective  societies,  might  be  held  to  discuss  matters  of  mutual  interest. 

This  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  who  expressed  their 
satisfaction  at  the  work  being  undertaken  by  the  co-operative  movement, 

The  question  as  to  when  the  Labour  Adviser,  who  had  been  appointed  some 
months  previously,  should  commence  his  duties  was  considered,  and  after 
a  lengthy  discussion  it  was  eventually  decided  that  as  there  had  been  no  change 
in  the  position  so  far  as  the  staff  were  concerned,  the  matter  should  be  recon- 
sidered in  six  months'  time. 

The  agenda  of  business  for  the  National  Emergency  Conference  and  the 
amendments  sent  in  by  societies  were  next  considered  and  decisions  come  to  as  to 
the  action  the  Board  should  take  at  the  conference. 

The  draft  schenie  for  direct  representation  in  Parliament  and  on  local 
administrative  bodies,  as  prepared  by  the  United  Board  and  the  Joint  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  was  submitted  and  considered  paragraph  by  paragraph. 
Many  alterations  were  suggested  and  adopted  both  in  the  scheme  and  policy, 
and  instructions  given  for  amended  copies  to  be  printed  for  submitting  to  the 
conference. 

The  representatives  of  the  Board  on  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee 
reported  that  a  Sub-committee  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  had  been 
considering  how  the  work  of  that  committee  could  best  be  carried  out  under  the 
then  existing  conditions,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt  attention  to  the  many 
matters  dealing  with  food  control  and  the  regulations  emanating  from  the 
various  Government  departments.  It  was  stated  that  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee  was  now  divided  into  two  sub-committees,  one  composed  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Wholesale  Society  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  movement 
from  a  "  wholesale  "  point  of  view ;  and  another,  composed  of  the  representatives 
of  the  Union  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  movement  from  the  retail  distri- 
butive point  of  view.  It  was  stated  that  to  successfully  carry  out  this  duty 
it  would  necessitate  practically  one  or  more  representatives  from  the  Co- 
operative Union  on  that  committee  being  in  constant  attendance  at  the  oflBce  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  deal  promptly  with  matters  of  importance 
arising  and  to  bring  them  before  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

An  application  was  submitted  from  the  English  Women's  Guild  for  a  renewal 
of  the  annual  grant  of  £400  from  the  funds  of  the  Union,  and  after  consideration 
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it  was  resolved  •'  That  we  grant  the  sum  of  £¥0  to  the  English  Wotoen's  Guild 
on  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  the  grants  are  made  to  the  other  guilds." 

Further  matters  discussed  were  (o)  certain  recommendations  re  carrying  out 
the  suggestions  contained  in  the  report  of  the  Survey  Committee  submitted  to 
the  Swansea  Congress ;  (6)  the  question  of  arranging  a  Special  Trades  and 
Business  Congress  ;  (c)  the  withdrawal  of  representation  from  the  War  Emergency 
Workers'  National  Committee. 

The  second  meeting  was  held  in  Holyoake  House,  Manchester,  on  Friday. 
12th  April,  and  Saturday,  13th  April,  1918,  the  chief  business  for  consideration 
being  the  report  of  the  Central  Board  to  Congress  and  the  report  of  the  Survey 
Committee. 


17.    UNITED  BOARD. 

The  Sectional  Boards  appointed  the  following  members  as  their  representa- 
tives on  the  United  Board  : — 

Section,  Representatives. 

Irish  Mr.  W.  J.  McGuffin. 

Midland Messrs.  G.  Bastard  and  J.  G.  Shacklock. 

Northern    Messrs.  S.  Galbraith,  M.P.,  and  J.  Murdoch, 

North- Western  . .     Messrs.  G.   Goodenough,   P.   Hayward,   G.  Major,  and 
J.  Morrell. 

Scottish Messrs.  G,  Bisset  and  G.  Wilson. 

Southern Messrs.   W.  T.  Charter  and  E.  Rowsell. 

South- Western  . ,     Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins. 
Western Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell. 

Since  last  Congress  the  Board  has  held  nine  meetings,  viz,  : — 30th  June, 
15th  August,  22nd  September,  24th  November,  1917  ;  19th  January,  7th  Feb- 
ruary (special),  28th  February  (special),  16th  March,  and  20th  April,  1918, 

Mr.  G.  Goodenough  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Board  for  the  year. 

The  special  meetings  held  on  7th  and  28th  February  were  called  to  consider 
a  resolution  submitted  by  the  Manchester  Congress  Reception  Committee 
suggesting  that  Congress  should  be  postponed  for  this  year.  The  Board  decided 
that  it  was  imperative  that  the  Congress  should  take  place  as  usual,  and  re- 
mitted the  matter  back  to  the  Reception  Committee  in  order  to  give  them  an 
opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  question.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Congress 
Reception  Committee  was  called  with  the  result  that  they  reaffirmed  their 
previous  decision.  Liverpool  Society,  after  making  local  inquiries,  sent  an 
invitation  for  Congress  to  meet  in  that  city,  which  invitation  was  accepted 
by  the  United  Board. 

A  joint  meeting  of  the  United  Board  and  the  executive  committee  of  the 
A.U.C.E.,  was  held  on  30th  June,  1917,  to  consider  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr. 
F.  H.  McLeod,  National  Ser^^e  Department  (General  Trades  section),  that  the 
co-operative  movement  should  set  up  a  standing  committee  to  consider  the  sub- 
stitution of  employees  in  the  co-operative  movement,  taking  the  places  of  munition 
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workers  called  up  for  military  service.  A  long  discussion  took  place  after  which 
both  parties  considered  the  matter  and  eventually  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted :  — 

That,  owing  to  the  serious  depletion  of  the  staffs   of  all  co-operative 
societies,  and  the  impossibility  of  releasing  any  additional  members, 
this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  to  set  up  a  com- 
mittee as  suggested  by  Mr.  McLeod,  of  the  General  Trades  section 
of  the  National  Service  Department. 
A  joint  meeting  of  the  United  Board  and  the  joint  Parliamentary  committee 
took   place  on  15th  August,  1917,  to  consider  the   issue  of  a  circular  on  the 
question  of  direct  Representation  in  Parliament,  and  the  necessity  for  holding 
immediately  a  Special  Conference  to  consider  matters  of  importance. 

A  second  joint  meeting  of  the  United  Board  and  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee  was  held  on  20th  April,  1918,  to  consider  the  difficulties  of  carrying 
on  the  Parliamentary  representation  work. 


18.    THE  OFFICE   COMMITTEE. 

Section.  Representatives. 

Irish Mr.  J.  W.  McGuffin. 

Midland Mr.  G.  Bastard. 

Northern    Mr.  S.  Galbraith,  M.P. 

North- Western Messrs.  G.  Goodenough  and  F.  Hay  ward. 

Scottish Mr.  G.  Wilson. 

Southern    Mr.  W.  T.  Charter. 

South- Western Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins. 

Western Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell. 

Mr.  G.  Goodenough  has  acted  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 


19.    COMMITTEES  OF  THE   UNION. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  committees  which  have  been  in  existence  during  the 
past  year: — 

{a)  Committee  on  Education. 

(b)  Publications  Committee. 

(c)  Joint  Propaganda  Committee. 

(d)  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee. 

(e)  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee. 
(/)  Joint  Committee  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators. 

(g)  United  Advisory  Council  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators. 
(h)  Co-operative  Defence  Committee. 

The  reports  submitted  by  the  various  committees  are  given  in  their  order 
as  usual  in  this  report. 
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REPORTS     OF     COMMITTEES. 


20.    CENTRAL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

REPORT  TO  CONGRESS. 
(See  Appendix  IV.,  pages  356  to  365). 

The  constitution  of  the  Committee  for  the  past  Congress  year  (1917-1918) 
has  been  as  follows  : — 
Representing  the  Sections : 

Irish Mr.  H.  Archer.  Scottish    Mr.  J.  Lucas,  M.  A. 

Midland   Mr.  J.  Butcher.  P.E.I.S. 

Northern Mr.  W.  R.  Rae.  Southern   Mr.  A  Hainsworth. 

North- Western  .  Mr.  E.  Booth.  South- Western  .  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay, 

Mr.  S.  Fairbrother.  B.A. 

Western  Mr.  J.  P.  Davies. 

Representing  Educational  Committees'  Associations : 

Midland   Mr.  T.  Hackett.  Southern Miss  J.  P.  Madams. 

Northern Mr.  W.  Clayton.  South- Western .  Mr.  W.  White. 

North- Western.   Mr.  J.  P.  Ash  worth. 
Mr.  E.  Couldwell. 

Representing  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild:  Mrs.  Nevitt. 
Chairman  of  Committee :  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae. 
Adviser  of  Studies  :  Prof.  P.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com. 
Secretary  to  Committee  :  Mr.  C.  E.  Wood. 

General  Review. 

Once  again  the  committee  have  to  report  that  their  work  in  all  of  its 
branches  has  been  hindered  by  the  war  ;  but  some  branches  have  developed 
despite  the  many  handicaps  imposed  by  war  conditions.  Thus,  the  number 
of  students  in  the  women's  classes  has  increased,  and  the  number  of  students 
in  the  correspondence  classes  of  a  non-technical  nature  has  been  well  main- 
tained. There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  total  number  of  students  in 
classes  organised  in  the  Committee's  Educational  Programme. 

During  the  year,  the  committee  have  had  a  joint  conference  with  the 
executive  of  the  North-Western  Educational  Committees'  Association  with 
regard  to  the  Survey  Committee's  Report,  but  it  has  not  been foimd  possible, 
so  far,  to  arrange  meetings  with  the  executives  of  other  educational 
associations. 

The  Cooperative  Educator  has  maintained  its  circulation,  and  the  Co- 
operators'    Educational    League    is   gi-owing   in    membership    weekly.     The 
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number  of  numbers  at  the  present  time  is  approximately  400,  exclusive  of 
the  members  of  the  College  Herald  circle. 

The  educational  work  directed  by  local  committees  has  again  suffered 
from  war  conditions,  but  there  has  been  a  tendency  in  some  cases  to 
exaggerate  the  difficulties  of  the  situation.  It  is  not  fully  realised  that 
educational  work  is  a  pressing  necessity  if  we  are  to  be  prepared  to  meet 
after-war  conditions. 

The  new  Educational  Progiamme  has  been  issued  during  the  year,  but 
owing  to  further  contemplated  changes  and  the  scarcity  of  paper,  it  was 
issued  in  abbreviated  form.  A  considerable  enlargement  must  take  place 
in  the  near  future.  The  programme  of  work  outlined  in  the  syllabuses 
emphasises  once  more  the  need  which  has  arisen,  and  which  will  grow  quickly 
in  the  near  future,  for  greater  assistance  in  both  the  teaching  and 
administrative  sections  of  the  Education  Department.  Unless  such  increases 
are  shortly  made,  future  developments  will  be  retarded.  The  programme 
includes  a  large  number  of  new  courses,  but  the  technical  instruction  classes 
have  not  yet  received  the  attention  which  is  necessary,  and  which  will  be 
given  to  them  dming  the  next  two  years.  The  conxmittee  are  fully  cognisant 
of  the  importance  of  this  work  among  co-operative  enaployees,  and  will 
take  up  the  development  of  this  phase  of  thoir  work  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Lectures  to  secretaries  have  this  session  again  been  abandoned  owing 
to  the  difficulties  of  travelling  and  the  pressui-e  of  business,  and  the  same 
causes  have  prevented  the  arrangement  of  the  same  number  of  lectiues  to 
managers  as  in  previoiis  years. 

Work  of  a  somewhat  allied  character  to  the  lectures  to  managers  has 
been  proposed  in  the  holding  of  a  series  of  trades  and  business  conferences 
for  the  discussion  of  technical  matters  affecting  co-operative  mdustry. 
Preliminary  arrangements  for  a  series  of  conferences  were  made,  but  almost 
at  the  last  moment  the  conferences  were  abandoned  on  account  of  travelling 
and  other  difficulties. 

The  educational  committees'  associations  have  continued  their  work 
dm-ing  the  past  session  on  normal  lines.  The  principal  outstanding  feature 
of  their  work  has  been  the  arrangement  of  week-end  schools  by  the  Northern 
Education  Association  and  the  Midland  Education  Association. 

The  National  Co-operative  Men's  Guild  has  continued  its  work  under 
great  difficulties  during  the  past  year.  Fuither  calls  have  been  made  upon 
the  membership  of  the  guild  for  service  in  the  forces,  and  the  work  of  the 
branches  has  suffered  in  consequence.  We  believe  there  is  a  great  future 
before  the  guild,  as  many  enquiries  are  being  received  from  persons  anxious 
to  establish  branches  in  comiection  with  their  societies. 

It  was  not  foxmd  possible  to  arrange  an  Easter  gathering  in  1917,  as 
was  pointed  out  in  our  last  report,  and  the  difficulties  of  holding  such  a 
gathering  have  proved  even  greater  this  year,  for  which  reason  the  meetings 
have  had  to  be  once  more  abandoned. 
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Class  Work. 

The  class  work  for  the  session  1917-18  has  naturally  been  affected  by 
war  influences,  the  total  number  of  students  during  the  session  having  been 
19,828*  in  549*  classes  as  against  18,232  in  531  classes  for  the  Congress  year 
1916-17  (see  Appendix  IV,) 

New  subjects  have  been  introduced  in  the  correspondence  courses, 
and  an  increasing  number  of  students  have  been  attracted  to  the  advanced 
courses.  It  has  again  been  found  that  many  of  the  students  utilise  the 
coiTespondonce  courses  for  the  purpose  of  following  up  the  work  they  have 
done  at  the  summer  schools. 

The  women's  classes  give  evidence  this  year  of  greater  success  than 
over,  the  number  of  classes  formed  diu-ing  the  present  session  being  52 
as  against  34  in  1916-17,  and  the  niunber  of  students  1094*  as  against 
1,022  in  1916-17.  The  class  work  in  the  futiire  is  likely  to  be  in- 
creased by  the  arrangement  of  special  classes  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  the  decision  of  the  Swansea  Congress  in  regard  to  Direct  Co-operative 
Re  pr  ese  nt  at  ion. 

E  XAMEN  ATIONS. 

The  number  of  entries  for  the  examinations  shows  a  further  decrease 
this  year,  the  decrease  being  principally  due  to  war  conditions.  Full  details 
are  given  in  the  appendix,  where  particulars  are  also  given  regard- 
ing certificates,  grants,  and  prizes,  together  with  the  usual  comparisons 
with  previous  years.  During  the  year  the  committee  have  revised  their 
scheme  of  grants,  prizes,  and  certificates,  and  the  revised  conditions  will 
come  into  operation  in  the  session  1918-19. 

Work  of  Local  Committees. 

In  some  cases,  societies  are  now  beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  con- 
trolled prices,  leading  to  reduced  profits,  and  a  reduced  grant  for  educational 
purposes.  That  grants  should  be  reduced  at  a  time  like  the  present,  when 
education  is  more  than  ever  needed,  is  regrettable  ;  and  the  do\vnward 
tendency  of  grants  for  educational  puiposes  emphasises  the  value  of  the 
recommendation  of  the  Survey  Committee  that  educational  grants  should 
be  based  upon  naembership  and  not  upon  profits.  Societies  are  strongly 
recommended  to  amend  their  rules  in  accordance  with  this  recommendation. 

There  has  been  a  welcome  tendency  for  societies  to  arrange  week-end 
schools,  and  these  schools,  without  exception,  have  been  extremely  successful. 
The  number  of  schools  at  present  arranged  is  far  from  adequate,  however, 
and  the  Central  Education  Committee  would  welcome  greater  activity  in 
this  direction.  A  pamphlet  prepared  by  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee on  "  The  Organisation  of  Week-end  Schools  "  should  be  of  great 
assistance  to  societies  proposing  to  undertake  this  form  of  educational 
activity. 

*  Returns  not  complete. 
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Week-end   Schools  and   Guest  Houses. 

The  increase  in  the  nnmber  of  week-end  schools  held  during  the  past 
year  has  been  very  welcome,  not  only  for  the  work  done  at  them,  but  because 
of  the  increased  interest  in  education  which  they  indicate  and  stimulate. 
One  of  the  great  difficulties  encovintered  in  developing  the  week-end  school 
is  the  lack  of  suitable  accommodation,  and  this  has  prompted  the  committee 
to  make  preliminary  inquiries  regarding  the  possibility  of  acquiring  guest 
houses  in  different  parts  of  the  coimtry.     These  inquiries  are  being  continued. 

Co-operative  Summer  Schools. 

These  schools  have  once  more  met  with  great  success.  Three  schools 
were  arranged,  and  provisional  arrangements  were  begim  for  other  schools 
which  had  to  be  abandoned  on  acco\mt  of  the  difficulties  arising  out  of 
war  conditions.  The  schools  were  held  at  Bradley  Court,  Gloucester- 
shire, for  four  weeks,  from  4th  August  to  1st  September,  1917  ;  London, 
for  two  weeks,  from  1st  September  to  14th  September,  1917  ;  Plymouth 
(jointly  with  the  Plymouth  Education  Committee),  for  two  weeks,  from 
8th  September  to  22nd  September,  1917.  The  number  of  students  at  the 
schools  was  as  follows  : — 

Bradley  Court    147 

London    180 

Plymouth    70 

Students'  reports  of  the  schools  have  appeared  in  the  Co-operatwe  Educator 
and  in  local   "  Records  "  and  "  Wheatsheafs." 

Co-operative  College. 

The  demand  for  a  Co-operative  College  continues  to  grow  ;  and  the 
week-end  schools  and  summer  schools  have  familiarised  students  and  others 
with  the  type  of  work  which  would  be  undertaken  at  the  college  and 
stimulated  their  interest  in  its  establishment.  One  hundred  meetings  have 
passed  resolutions  recommending  the  establishment  of  the  college.  At  the 
outbreak  of  war,  the  Central  Education  Committee  were  preparing  a  scheme 
for  establishing  the  college,  but  the  continuation  of  the  war  has  delayed  the 
completion  of  their  preparations.  The  subject  has  i-ecently  received  further 
consideration  as  a  result  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  new  Swindon  Society 
aj^king  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  to  build  such  a  college  as  a 
memorial  to  their  employes  who  have  fallen  in  the  war  ;  and  the  Central 
Education  Committee  are  seeking  an  interview  with  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  on  the  matter  with  a  view  to  the  fom  ulation  of  a  scheme 
which  would  provide  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  college  as 
a  national  memorial  to  all  Co-operative  employes  who  have  lost  their  lives 
during  the  war.  Societies  which  are  contemplating  some  memorial  to  their 
employes  and  members  who  have  lost  their  lives  during  the  war  are  urged  to 
consider  the  possibility  of  linking  up  the  miemorial  with  the  proposed  college. 
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Congress  Meetings. 

As  indicated  in  the  report  last  year,  a  Special  Educational  Conference 
was  held  on  the  Saturday  afternoon  preceding  the  opening  of  the  Swansea 
Congress,  when  the  Adviser  of  Studies  gave  an  address  upon  "  The  New 
Educational  Programme  and  the  Development  of  our  Educational  Work 
Outlined  Therein."  The  address  lias  since  been  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 
The  audience  was  the  largest  there  has  ever  been  at  an  Educational  Con- 
ference at  Congress,  and  an  excellent  discussion  took  place.  At  the  Congress 
this  year,  the  sketch  of  the  future  educational  work  of  the  Union  will 
be  continued. 

The  Educational  Session  at  the  Swansea  Congress  was  held  as  usioal 
on  Tuesday  evening,  when  the  Rev.  W.  Temple,  M.A.,  President  of  the 
Workers'  Educational  Association  gave  an  address  on  "  Education  and 
the  Future."  There  was  a  huge  audience,  who  listened  with  great  satis- 
faction to  the  excellent  address  given  by  Mr.  Temple.  There  has  seldom 
been  a  more  successful  educational  session  at  Congress. 

This  year,  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  Rt.  Hon.  H.  A.  L. 
Fisher,  M.A.,  M.P.,  President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  to  speak  at  the 
Educational    Session. 

Educational  Reconstruction. 

At  the  Swansea  Congress  a  resolution  submitted  by  the  Central  Educa- 
tion Committee  on  Educational  Reconstruction  was  passed  by  the  delegates, 
and  following  up  the  action  of  Congress,  conferences  were  held  in  most  of 
the  sections  upon  the  subject  of  Educational  Reconstruction.  The  con- 
ferences were  largely  attended,  and  considerable  mterest  in  the  subject  was 
evoked.  The  introduction  of  a  new  Education  Bill  is  being  watched  with 
interest,  not  only  because  it  is  a  contribution  to  general  educational  reform, 
but  because  the  adoption  of  compulsory  attendance  at  continuation  schools 
will  affect  our  scheme  of  technical  education  among  junior  employees. 

Mr.  Wilson  Clajrton,  a  member  of  the  Central  Education  Committee, 
has  been  acting  as  a  member  of  a  government  committee  on  educational 
reconstruction  ;  and  Miss  E.  M.  Bradley,  M.A.,  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
educational  department,  has  been  acting  as  a  member  of  a  special  sub- 
conamittee  on  certain  aspects  of  women's  education. 

Statistical  Department  and  Trade  Information  Bureau. 
The  work  of  this  department  is  being  developed,  but  progress  is 
being  hindered  by  shortage  of  staff.  This  difficulty,  however,  cannot 
be  properly  overcome  until  the  end  of  the  war.  In  the  meantime,  the  future 
work  of  the  department  is  being  planned.  In  future,  this  work  will  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Publications  Committee,  which  will  be  renamed  with 
a  more  comprehensive  title  to  indicate  its  wider  work. 

Lantern  Slides  and  Library. 
The  development  of  the  lantern-slide  department  and  the  library  has 
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noo  been  lost  from  sight,  but  shortage  of  staff  has  prevented  the  develop- 
ments which  have  been  planned. 

Connection  with  Outside  Bodies. 
The  committee  has  retained  its  connection  with  the  Workers'  Educational 
Association,  Raskin  College,  and  the  Working  Men's  College.  The  Adviser 
of  Studies  and  the  representative  of  the  Irish  Executive  on  the  Central 
Education  Committee  have  been  appointed  to  represent  the  Central 
Education  Committee  on  a  committee  in  charge  of  a  scheme  for  the 
Training  of  Managers  in  Ireland. 

Division  into" Sub-committees. 
In  order  to  promote  the  more  efficient  administration  of  the  Education 
Department,  the  comnaittee  have  decided  to  recommend  to  the  incoming 
committee  the  desirability  of  dividing  the  full  committee  into  two  sub- 
committees, each  of  which  would  have  its  special  duties  allotted  to  it.  It 
is  proposed  that  each  sub-conamittee  should  meet  at  intervals  of  two  months, 
and  the  fvill  committee  at  intervals  of  three  months.  By  this  means  it  is 
hop^d  to  distribute  the  work  of  the  committee  in  such  a  manner  as  will 
facilitate  the  more  rapid  development  of  the  Education  Department. 

Future  Work  of  the  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Survey  Committee  outlines  a  considerable  amount 
of  work  for  the  Central  Education  Committee.  Many  of  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Survey  Comnaittee  are  already  being  carried  out,  and 
others  are  engaging  our  attention.  It  is  hoped  to  undertake  considerable 
developments  on  the  lines  of  the  recommendations  at  an  early  date.  These 
developments  will  involve  some  increase  of  both  the  clerical  and  teaching 
staff,  but  the  committee  believe  that  the  results  will  amply  repay  the 
additional  expense   incurred. 

W.  R.  Rae  (Chairman). 

F.  Hali.  (Adviser  of  Studies). 

C.  E.  Wood  (Secretary). 

21.     PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE. 

This    committee    has    been  constituted  as  under  for  the  Congress  year 
1917-18)  :— 

United  Board  Representatives  :  Messrs.  P.  Hayward  and  W.  H.  Watkins. 
Central  Education  Committee's  Representatives  :  Messrs.  S.  Fairbrother, 
A.  Hainsworth,  J.  Lucas,  M.A.,  W.  R.  Rae,  and  the  Rev.  G.  S. 
Ramsay,  B.A. 
Chairman  :  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae. 

Adviser  of  Studies  :  Professor  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com. 
Secretary  :  Mr.  0.  E.  Wood. 
The  committee  has  met  on  seven  occasions  during  the  year. 
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General  Review. 

The  work  of  the  committee  still  continues  to  grow  in  volume  and  importance 

and  the  activities  during  the  past  year  give  indication  that  progress  must  be  even 

more  rapid  after  the  war.    The  demand  for  books  and  pamphlets  continues  to  grow, 

despite  the  higher  prices  which  have  had  to  bo  charged  owing  to  the  increased 

cost  of  printing  and  paper.     The  sales  during  the  past  year  (1917)  have  been 

£2,379,  as  against  £2,500  in  1916.     The  principal  sales  have  been  as  follows: — 

Model  Rules 156,  60O  copies. 

Industrial  Co-operation , 526 

Co-operative  Book-keeping     952 

Managers'  and  Apprentices'  Text  Books 758 

Secretaries'  Text  Book 133 

Auditing  Text  Book     56 

Congress  Reports     374 

(About  2.O0O  are  issued  gratis  to  Societies  and  various 
Co-operative  Organisations,  Libraries,  &c.) 

Directories .....       43     „ 

Song  Books,  "Our  Story,"  "Story  Re-told,"  and 

"  Lives  of  Great  Men  and  Women  " £280 

"Foundations,"  "  Working-men  Co-operators,"  and 

"  Co-operation  for  All " £34 

Pamphlets  and  Booklets  sold £792 

The  continued  growth  of  the  work  of  the  Publication  Department  has  once 
more  emphasised  the  need  for  the  early  establishment  of  a  more  definitely 
organised  Literature  and  Publications  Department,  and  the  committee  are  pre- 
paring their  recommendations  on  this  matter  for  early  consideration.  Improved 
organisation  has  become  more  necessary  because  of  the  t  teady  growth  of  book- 
selling departments  in  connection  with  retail  societies.  A  further  development 
of  the  work  of  the  committee  is  foreshadowed  by  the  decision  of  the  United 
*Board  to  allocate  to  the  Publications  Committee  the  supervision  of  the  Statistical 
Department  and  Trade  Information  Bureau 

The  committee  during  the  year  have  met  representatives  of  the  Fabian 
Research  Department,  with  a  view  to  securing  a  closer  working  arrangement 
between  the  Research  Department  and  the  Union's  Statistical  Department,  and 
the  question  of  affiliation  with  the  Research  Department  is  under  consideration- 
In  their  last  year's  report  the  Publications  Committee  intimated  their 
intention  of  issuing  a  year  book  for  co-operators.  In  the  interval,  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  has  issued  a  People's  Year  Book.  The  Publications 
Committee,  hearing  of  the  intention  of  the  Wholesale  Society,  arranged  a 
deputation,  through  the  United  Board,  to  point  out  that  the  Publications 
Committee  had  announced  their  intention  of  publishing  such  a  book  prior  to 
any  announcement  being  made  by  the  Wholesale  Society.  Further,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  publication  of  such  a  book  was  more  properly  the  work 
of  the  Union  than  the  Wholesale  Society.  The  Wholesale  Society  replied 
that  they  would  like  the  Union  representatives  to  see  the  book,  and,  if  necessary 
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ask  for  another  joint  meeting,  as  they  wore  of  the  opinion  that  there  would 
be  no  ehishing  with  the  book  which  the  Publications  Committee  intended  to 
issue.  The  Publications  Committee,  having  now  seen  the  People  s  Year  Book, 
issued  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  are  not  satisfied  with  the  position 
that  has  been  croated,  and  they  are  seeking  another  interview  with  the  Wholesale 
Society  through  the  United  Board. 

In  previous  years  it  has  been  customary  for  the  Congress  Reception 
Committee  to  prepare  and  issue  a  Congress  Souvenir  book  The  Publications 
Committee  were  of  the  opinion  that  this  book,  being  a  Union  publication,  might 
with  advantage  bo  prepared  and  issued  by  the  Publications  Committee  as  greater 
uniformity  and  other  improvements  would  thereby  be  secured.  The  United  Board 
were  approiiched  on  the  matter  and  agreed  that  in  future  years  the  preparation 
of  the  Congress  Souvenir  be  left  in  the  bauds  of  the  Publications  Committee. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Co-operative  Survey  Committee,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  the  work  of  the  Publications  Department,  have  been  considered 
during  the  year  Steps  are  being  taken  to  carry  out  such  of  them  as  can  be 
immediately  put  into  effect,  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  carrying 
out  of  the  remaining  recommendations  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Steps 
are  being  taken  to  secure  additional  co-operative  plays,  and  advertisements 
inviting  authors  to  submit  manuscript  of  any  they  think  suitable  are  being 
issued.  The  committee  arc  also  considering  the  revision  of  the  present  Song 
Book  for  Juniors,  and  the  issuing  of  a  book  of  recitations  suitable  for  junior 
co-operators.  Other  work  in  connection  with  the  carrying  out  of  the  suggestions 
of  the  Survey  Committee  is  in  hand,  and  a  fuller  report  on  these  matters  will  be 
presented  next  year,  when  the  work  is  in  a  more  advanced  stage. 

During  the  year  the  committee  have  given  much  attention  to  the  issuing 
of  literature  upon  the  political  activities  of  the  movement.  Only  a  few  pamph- 
lets and  leaflets  have,  so  far,  been  published;  but  the  committee  are  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  see  that  an  adequate  range  of  suitable  literature  is  prepared 
and  is-ued. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  books  and  booklets  issued  during  the  year : — 
New  Books  and  Booklets. 

"Report  of  the  19i7  Congress,"  held  at  Swansea.  814  pages.  (A  copy  of 
this  book  was  issued  free  to  all  society  members  of  the  Union,  and 
orders  for  a  large  number  of  copies  have  been  received  in  addition. 
The  price  of  the  book  has  bad  to  be  raised  to  3s,  6d.,  on  account  of 
increased  cost  of  production,  but  a  cheap  edition  in  paper  backs  has 
been  x:)ut  on  sale  at  2s.  6d  ,  post  free.) 

"  The  Story  Re-told." 

"Through  Play  to  Understanding."  (A  handbook  for  teachers  of  Co- 
operative Junior  Classes.) 

"Report  of  the  London  Co-operative  National  Emergency  Conference," 
Booklets,  Pamphlets,  and  Leaflets. 

Reprints  of  "Industrial  Co-operation,"  "Songs  for  Adult  Co-operators," 
"  The  Dawn,"  "  Our  Story." 
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"Educational  Programme.  Session  1917-18."  Programme  and  Syllables 
of  Glasses. 

"  General  Co-operative  Survey."  Report  on  Co-operative  Education,  Co- 
operative Literature,  and  Co-operative  Propaganda. 

"  The  Extended  Programme  of  Co-operative  Education."     By  F.  Hall,  M.A. 

"  The  Co-operators'  Educational  League." 

"  The  Inaugural  Address,  delivered  at  the  Swansea  Congress."  By 
E.  R.  Wood. 

"A  Scheme  for  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation." 

"  A  Plea  for  Co-operative  Representation  in  Parliament."    By  A.  Stoddart. 

"  Hints  to  Allotment  Holders."     By  G.  G.  Young. 

"  The  Organisation  of  Week-end  and  Similar  Schools." 

"  Co-operation  and  After- War  Problems."     By  P.  Hall,  M.A. 

Books  in  Course  of  Preparation. 

The  following  books  are  in  course  of  preparation : — 

"  Co-operation  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Abroad." 

"Text  Book  on  Foodstuffs." 

"  Hand-book  for  Committees." 

"  Economics  of  Co-operation." 

"History  of  the  Co-operative  Movement."     (Primer  Series.) 

"  Co-operative  Production." 

"  Co-operative  Finance." 

"Co-operation  in  Scotland." 

"Local  Government." 

Some  of  these  books  we  hope  will  be  published  in  the  course  of  the  next 

few  months. 

W.  R.  Rae,  Chairman. 

F.  Hall,  Adviser  of  Studies. 

C.  E.  Wood,  Secretary. 

22.  THE  JOINT  PROPAGANDA  COMMITTEE. 

REPORT    OP   THE    COMMITTEE. 
The  constitution  of  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee  for  the  year  has  been 
as  follows  : — 

Representing    the     Co-operative     Union :      Messrs.    S.    Butler,    W. 

Gregory,  and  T.    Way. 
Representing  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society :  Messrs.  T.  Adams, 

T.  E.  Shotton,  A.  Varley,  and  G.  Woodhouse. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Shotton  was  appointed  chairman  for  the  year,  and  Messrs. 

T.  Brodrick  and  A.  Whitehead  as  joint  secretaries. 

The  meetings  of  the  committee  have  been  held  at  irregular  intervals,  as  the 

existing   conditions   are    not    conducive    to    much    active    propaganda    work, 

societies  having  found  their  work  cut  out  in  coping  with  the  present  difficulties 
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owing  to  the  shortage  of  supplies  of  many  of  the  chief  articles  of  consumption 
and  the  fact  that  so  many  of  the  employees  have  joined  the  Forces. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Griffiths,  who  has  acted  as  organiser  for  the  committee  for  the 
past  29  years,  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted  with  regret,  and  a 
resolution  was  adopted  acknowledging  the  valuable  services  rendered  to  the 
co-operative  movement  during  his  long  connection  as  organiser,  coupled  with  a 
recommendation  that  he  should  be  retained  in  his  oiifice  on  partial  employment. 
To  this  recommendation  the  Directors  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
and  the  United  Board  agreed. 

It  was  decided  that  the  time  was  inopportune  for  appointing  a  successor, 
Mr.  Griffiths  agreeing  to  undertake  any  work  requiring  attention  during  the  war. 

Since  last  Congress  the  following  places  have  been  visited  by  Mr.  Griffiths, 
and  in  almost  every  instance  the  canvass  has  been  followed  by  public  meetings  :  — 
Aberystwyth,  Bridgnorth,  Builth  Wells,  Chirk,  Llandovery,  Madeley,  Oldbury, 
Wellington,  Welshpool,  and  Whitchurch. 

The  Shropshire  and  Mid- Wales  Distiict  Association  has  again  been  active  in 
propaganda  work  in  the  district,  arrangements  being  fixed  up  for  a  campaign 
during  the  spring  of  1918,  but  it  has  had  to  be  abandoned  for  the  present  on 
account  of  the  existing  difficulties  ;  as  soon  as  times  are  more  propitious  the 
work  outlined  will  be  carried  out. 

Special  propaganda  work  has  been  arranged  in  the  Somersetshire  District, 
one-half  of  the  expenses  being  paid  by  this  committee. 

The  Devon  District  Association  approached  the  committee  for  a  grant  of 
£100  for  the  year  in  order  to  supplement  the  amount  being  raised  locally,  with 
the  view  of  engaging  a  full-time  organiser.  This  request  was  granted,  and  an 
organiser  duly  appointed  who  has  been  working  very  strenuously,  as  evidenced 
by  the  reports  of  his  work,  which  have  been  furnished  to  the  committee. 

Co-operation  in  London. — The  societies  in  the  London  area  have  for  some 
time  been  agitating  for  special  work  of  a  propaganda  character  to  be  undertaken 
in  London,  and  as  a  result  of  several  conferences  of  the  societies  and  the  Southern 
Sectional  Board,  an  application  was  made  to  the  United  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  for  financial  assistance,  asking  the  Union  to  guarantee  to  pay  the  expenses 
up  to  £1,000  per  annum  for  a  period  of  five  years,  the  London  societies  suggesting 
that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  should  bear  one-half  of  the  cost.  The 
United  Board  carefully  considered  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  scheme,  and 
afterwards  recommended  several  alterations  which  were  adopted.  The  matter 
was  then  remitted  to  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee,  as  the  expenses  incurred 
by  this  committee  are  borne  equally  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and 
the  Union. 

The  committee  had  the  question  under  consideration,  and  met  representa- 
tives from  the  Southern  Sectional  Board  to  discuss  details  And  fix  upon  the 
conditions  under  which  the  scheme  should  be  worked.  Draft  rules  have  been 
considered  and  approved,  and  the  scheme  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  Central 
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Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  Directors  of  the  Go-opera' ive  Whole- 
sale Society,  but  it  is  not  intended  to  take  fall  action  until  the  war  is  over. 

T.  E.  Shoiton  (Chairman) 

T.  Bbodrick     I     ,,  .   ,  „        i.     •    V 
.     „,  1    (Joint  Secretaries). 

A.  Whitehead)    ^  ■  ' 


223.    JOINT  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  AND  CO-OPERATIVE 
PARLIAMENTARY  REPRESENTATION  SUB-COMMITTEE. 

The  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  is  ut  present  constitute;!  as  follows : —  • 
Co-operative  Union  :  Messrs.  W.  T.  Charter,  S.  Galbraith,  M  P.,  W.  II. 

Watkins,  and  G.  Wilson. 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  :    Messrs,  T.  W.  Allen,  P.  Coley,  W.  E. 

Dudley,  and  W.  Lander. 
Scottish   Co-operative   Wholesala   Society :    Messrs.    W.    Gallacher,  R. 

Stewart,  T.  B.  Stirling,  and  G.  Thomson. 
Messrs.  T.  Brodrick  and  A.  Whitehead,  Hon.  Secretaries. 
Mr.  H.  J.  May,  Secretary. 

The  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Sub-committee  is  at  present 
constituted  as  follows:  — 

Joint  Parliamentary  Committee :   Messrs.  T.  W.  Allen,  W.  T.  Charter, 
V/.  E.  Dudley,  S.  Galbraith,  M.P.,  W.  Gallacher,  R,  Stewart,  W, 
H.  Watkins,  and  G.  Wilson. 
Central  Board  :  Messrs.  C.  Goodenou:^h  and  W.  Gregory. 
Women's  Co-operative  Guilds  :  English — Miss  Llewelyn  Davies. 

Scottish  -  Mrs.  R.  A.  TuUoch. 
Mr.  H.  J.  May,  Secretary. 

The  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  has  met  eighteen  times  during  the 
year,  and  thirty  meetings  of  its  various  sub-committees  have  been  held. 

The  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  has  held  seven 
meetings  as  a  sub-coiunuttee  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  It  has  also 
appointed  special  sub-committees  for  detailed  work,  which  have  met  several 
times. 

A  fuller  account  of  the  political  work  i^  given  in  a  separate  section  of 
this  report. 

Genekal. 
The  past  year  haa  been  the  most  strenuous  and  varied  period  in  the 
history  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee.  Apart  altogether  from  the 
huge  additional  task  of  preparing  for  the  representation  of  co-operators  in 
Parliament,  which  was  placed  upon  the  committee  by  the  National  Emergency 
Conference,  the  special  work  made  necessary  by  the  continuance  and  increasing 
strain  of  war  conditions  has  enormously  increased. 
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The  staff  of  the  committee  has  been  increased  threefold,  and  is  still 
inadequate  to  deal  with  the  calls  which  the  movement  is  making  upon  it. 
The  discovery  of  people  experienced  in  the  ways  of  co-operation  and  otherwise 
equipped  for  the  work  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  in  view  of  the  great 
demands  of  military  service  upon  all  societies  and  sections  of  the  movement. 

The  fact  that  the  offices  of  the  committee  have  on  two  occasions  within 
six  months  been  commandeered  by  tlie  Government,  and  the  demand  each 
time  that  smaller  acconunodation  should  be  taken,  has  increased  the  difficulty 
of  "  carrying  on." 

Some  idea  of  the  detail  work  involved  at  the  present  time  may  be  obtained 
from  the  knowledge  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  alone  has  set  up  over  fifty 
committees  to  deal  with  food  problems. 

An  immense  field  of  operations  has  confronted  us  and  we  have 
endeavoured  to  exert  the  full  force  of  our  movement  to  cope  with  the 
problems  as  they  have  arisen,  and  to  put  forward,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Government,  proposals  prompted  by  our  special  experience  of  the  needs 
and  organisation  of  consumers.  .  If  we  judge  by  the  actual  results  achieved 
considerable  ground  for  satisfaction  will  be  found  in  the  work  of  the  year 
under  review. 

In  the  following  paragraphs  we  give  a  brief  review  of  the  principal 
happenings,  leaving  many  minor  matters  to  the  knowledge  of  the  societies  of 
what  has  been  accomplished  on  their  behalf.  The  need  for  economy  in  the 
use  of  paper  compels  us  to  omit  many  points  which  would  prove  of  great 
interest  and  usefulness. 

The  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918. 

The  outstanding  Parliamentary  feature  of  the  year  is  the  passing  of  the 
Representation  of  the  People  Bill.  After  a  very  chequered  Parliamentary 
career  it  has  been  safely  placed  upon  the  Statute  Book,  denuded  of  some  of 
its  most  democratic  features,  but  still  retaining  provisions  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  community. 

The  chief  advantages  of  the  Act,  apart  from  the  new  register  and  the 
redistribution  of  seats  which  are  the  first  essentials,  are  the  enfranchisement 
of  women  on  fairly  democratic  lines,  the  modification  of  plural  voting,  the 
enactment  that  all  polls  at  a  general  election  shall  be  held  on  the  same  day, 
the  adoption  of  proportional  representation  for  certain  universities,  and  the 
possibility  of  its  extension  to  Other  constituencies,  the  payment  of  returning 
officers'  expenses  by  the  Treasury,  and  the  provisions  relating  to  the  men 
now  absent  from  their  homes  in  the  defence  of  their  country. 

The  Position  of  Women. 
The  most  important  of  these  provisions  from  the  co-operative  point  of 
view  is  the  enfranchisement  of  women.  The  co-operative  movement  has 
always  led  the  way  on  this  question,  inasmuch  as  women  have  always  held 
equal  rights  with  men  as  to  membership,  shareholding,  and  government. 
Our  constitution  knows  no  difference  of  sex. 
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The  new  Parliamentary  representation  campaign  on  which  we  have 
entered  will  gain  immensely  from  the  accession  of  the  mass  of  organised  and 
trained  co-operative  women,  who  will  now  have  the  opportunity  of  recording 
their  votee  instead  of  confining  themselves,  as  heretofore,  to  the  task  of 
persuading  others  to  exercise  their  citizenship. 

During  the  present  ci'isis  we  have  worked  unremittingly  to  secure  the 
recognition  of  our  consumers'  organisation  as  a  national  force,  and  as  one  of 
the  main  means  of  equitably  dealing  with  problems  of  food  and  other 
economic  matters  for  the  whole  community.  With  the  inclusion  of  women  in 
the  franchise  we  shall  secure  an  invaluable  ally  of  the  most  experienced  and 
practical  character  in  all  such  matters. 


Excess  Profits  Duty. 

This  vexed  question  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee 
throughout  the  year.  At  the  time  of  the  last  Congress  the  committee  was 
already  in  negotiation  with  the  Parliamentary  Labour  Party  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Finance  Act  of  1917,  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  relieving  the  pressure  of  this  tax  upon  our  societies. 

The  Swansea  Congress  passed  a  resolution  calling  for  the  removal  of 
our  societies  from  the  operation  of  the  tax. 

On  proceeding  to  arrange  for  an  amendment  in  that  sense  to  the  Finance 
Bill,  we  were  strongly  advised  that  an  alternative  proposal  should  also  be 
submitted. 

The  resolution  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  demand  a  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  burden  of  the  tax,  though  defeated  at  Congress, 
was  therefore  put  forward  as  a  second  line  of  defence  in  the'  House  of 
Commons. 

As  the  result,  the  amendment  to  remove  co-operative  societies  from  the 
operation  of  the  tax  was  rejected,  and  the  latter  proposal  to  compute  the 
"  excess  "  on  the  increase  per  £  sterling  of  our  sales  was  embodied  in  an 
amendment  introduced  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but  hedged  about 
with  conditions  which  largely  render  it  ineffective,  if  not  actually  dis- 
advantageous, in  many  cases. 

The  Act  provides  for  regulations  to  be  issued  by  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue.  Over  six  months  wa^  occupied  by  the  depaitment  in  dealing  with 
the  rules  and  forms  of  return.  A  circular  giving  full  information  on  the 
regulations  was  issued  to  our  societies  in  March,  after  consultation  with 
expert  accountants  and  with  the  approval  of  the  United  Board. 

The  regulation  affecting  non-members'  trade,  or,  to  use  the  term  of  the 
Act,  "commercial  transactions  with  non-members,"  not  only  gives  an  aspect 
of  complication  to  the  accounts,  but  incidentally  would  provide  the  authorities 
with  the  information  they  desire  in  order  to  deal  with  us  on  the  question  of 
income  tax. 

The  whole  question  of  taxation  as  applied  to  co-operative  societies  was 
raised  by  our  deputation  to  the  Prime  Minister  in  October  last.    Unfortunately 
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the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  absent,   and  the  Prime  Minister  was 

only  able  to  promise  consideration  of  the  case  presented  to  him. 

The  committee,  therefore,  sought  a  separate  interview  with  the  Chancellor, 

which  took  place  at  the  Treasury  on  8th  January  last. 

Mr.  Bonar  Law,  in  the  course  of  an  otherwise  sympathetic  reply,  said  : — 
"  With  regard  to  income  tax,  both  my  predecessor  and  myself  have 
made  it  quite  clear  that  there  will  be  no  change  until  after  the  war, 
when  there  will  be  an  inquiry  into  this  question.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  you  do  not  fear  such  an  inquiry  f  the  stronger  your  case,  the  lesE 
fear  you  can  have  of  a  thorough  examination." 

On  the  question  of  excess  profits  duty  he  said  : — 

"  I  am  not  going  to  be  sympathetic.  Frankly,  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  case  which  you  have  put.  In  a  war  with  a  general  tax  of  this  kind, 
it  is  obvious  that  there  must  be  inequalities.  Asl  far  as  I  can  speak,  I 
could  not  consent  to  go  back  on  what  has  been  done.  As  regards  the 
tax  as  it  stands  to-day,  it  is  open  to  revision,  which  can  be  raised  in 
the  House  of  Commons  when  the  time  comes.  So  far  as  I  can  judge, 
looking  from  the  point  of  view  I  have  put  to  you  that  there  is  a  great 
war  on  and  that  you  ought  to  contribute  something,  what  I  ask  you  to 
do  is  not  unfair  from  that  point  of  view.  It  has  been  stated  that  what 
has  been  done  by  the  Government  as  regards  the  excess  profits  duty  will 
prejudice  the  income  tax  question.  This  is  an  exceptional  tax,  and 
nothirg  done  with  regard  to  it  can  be  regarded  as  prejudicing  any  question 
after  the  war." 

(See  resolution  at  end  of  report.) 

Food  Control. 

Shortly  after  the  last  Congress  the  committee  sought  an  interview  with 
Lord  Rhondda,  to  place  before  him  the  co-operative  position  with  regard  to — 

1.  General  administration. 

2.  Representation  of  co-operators  on  Government  committees. 

3.  Profiteering. 

This  interview  took  place  early  in  Lord  Rhondda's  Ministry,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  subsequent  representations  and  action. 

The  committee  were  also  faced  with  the  necessity  of  unifying  co-operative 
action  with  the  Government  Departments,  as  the  duplication  of  effort 
threatened  to  destroy  the  effectiveness  of  our  work. 

With  this  object,  they  sought  a  conference  with  the  two  wholesale 
societies.  Two  meetings  were  held,  at  which  the  position  was  fully  and 
frankly  discussed. 

As  a  result,  the  organisation  of  the  work  of  representing  co-operative 
interests  was  centred  in  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  whiih,  in  order  to 
cope  with  the  increasing  needs  of  the  societies,  set  up  two  sub-committees, 
one  for  wholesale  and  the  other  for  retail  matters.  They  also  arranged  for 
members  of  each  sub-committee  to  be  practically  in  constant  attendance  id 
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London  to  deal  with  matters  of  urgency  and  to  assist  in  carrying  the  work 
through. 

The  result  of  this  unification  of  effort  was  extremely  satisfactory.     It 
ha-d  been  urged  by  Lord  Devonport  and  received  the  approval  and  co-operation 
of   Lord   Rhondda.      Nevertheless,  it  was  subsequently   found   necessary  to 
further  press  the  position  of  the  movement  on  the  notice  of  the  Government 
at  our  special  conference  in  London,  and  also  at  the  deputation  to  the  Prime 
Minister.                                                    • 

As  a  result*  of  our 
the   following  list  of  r 
an  idea  of  the  extent  to 

persistence  we  have  secured  some  consideration,  and 

epresentatives  on  Government   Committees  will   give 

which  co-operation  is  in  evidence  at  the  Ministry  : — 

LIST    OF    CO-OPERATIVE    REPRESENTATIVES    ON    GOVERNMENT 

Nominated 

COMMITTEES. 

BY  THE  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Ministry  op  Food. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Allen   

. . . .     Official     Co-operative     Representative     at     the 

Mr  T.  Killon 

Ministry  of  Food  (Honorary). 
....     Member  of  the  Orders   Committe   (Ministrj'  of 

Food. 

Consumers'  CounciIj. 

Co-operative 
Representatives. 

Mr.  P.  Coley 

Mr.  W.  E.  Dudley    

Mr.  W.  Gallacher 

Mr.  R.  Stewart 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  .... 

Mr.  G.  Wilson    

Advisory  Committees  to  which  Appointed  as 
ex-officio  Members. 

Wheat  Commission. 

. . . .     Oils,  Pats,  and  Margarine  Board. 

. . . .     Margarine  Board. 

. . . .     Meat. 

....     Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

.. ..     Provisions,  &o. 

Advisory  Committees. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Green 

. . . .     Margarine  Clearing  House. 

. . . .     Oils  and  Fats  (Ministry  of  Munitions). 

Mr.  J.  Mastin 

Mr  A.  W.  Lobb 

Mr.  J.  S.  Oldham 

Mr.  T.  Parkinson 

Mr.  A.  T.  Whiley 

Mr.  R.  Turner    

. . . .     Dried  Fruit 

Butter  C  ^ntrol. 

. .  . .     Bacon,  Hams,  and  Lard. 

Wheat  Commission. 

. . . .     Dried  Milk  at  Ministry  of  Food, 
. . . .     Tea  (Retail). 

Mr.  A.  Andrews   

Mr.  Hugh  Campbell. . . . 

"'■\  Potato  Advisory. 
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Co-operative  Advisory  Committees  to  which  Appointed  as 

Representatives.  ex-offi,eio  Members. 

Mr.  M.^cCaUum  !!!!!!!!!!)  ^'^^^*  ^^^  Vegetable  Markets  (London). 

Mr.  P.  Coley   Cocoa  aud  Coffee. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Youngs Milk  Enquiry. 

Mr.  Wm   Bethell  Cocoa,  Coffee  and  Dried  Fruit. 

Mr.  J.  Hobs  3n    Meat  (Prices). 

Mr.  J.  E.  Johns Tea  (Wholesale). 

Mr.  D.  Eowatt   Bacon. 

Mr.  W.  L.  Bradshaw Provisions. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Chaiter  Tea  (Retail). 

Mr.  N.  E.  Smith    Flour  and  Bread. 

Mr  John  McDonald  •  • Home-produced  Cheese. 

Mr.  Wm.  Lander  Advisory  Council  (Ministry  of  Reconstruction). 

Mr,  W.  H.  Watkins Advisory  Council  (Ministry  of  Reconstruction). 

The  formation  of  the  Consumers'  Council  gave  opportunity  for  useful 
advisory  work  of  the  first  importance. 

This  product  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes'  conception  of  the  work  of  the  Ministry 
consists  primarily  of  six  co-operative  representativas,  six  trade  union  repre- 
sentatives, and  three  women,  all  representing  national  organisations.  In 
addition  to  these  there  are  four  other  typical  consumers  selected  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes,  M.P.,  as  Parliamentary  Secretary  to 
the  Ministry,  is  the  chairman,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Allen  is  the  deputy-chairman 
of  the  Council. 

Of  the  work  generally,  it  can  only  be  said  here  that  strong  representations 
are  being  continuously  made  to  the  Ministry  on  all  the  matters  with  which 
it  deals.  Interviews  and  deputations  innumerable  have  been  arranged,  and 
every  effort  to  secure  the  adjustment  of  our  societies'  difficudties  has  been 
made. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  failures  of  the 
Ministry  and  the  troubles  of  many  societies,  the  co-operative  movement  has 
had  to  be  taken  into  account,  and  our  representations  have  had  a  wholesome 
effect  upon  the  administration. 

Food  Rationing. — Throughout  the  year  the  committee  has  employed  every 
means  at  their  disposal  to  secure  the  equitable  distribution  of  supplies  by 
whatever  means  the  Ministry  has  adopted  for  the  time  being. 

Whether  the  system  has  been  voluntary  rationing ;  registration  (,f 
customers  in  given  areas ;  or  compulsory  general  rationing*  as  in  the  case  of 
sugar  and,  now,  of  meat,  we  have  continually  pressed  for  the  consumers' 
interest  to  remain  paramount,  and  the  machinery  of  the  department  to  be 
used  to  facilitate  supplies  to  the  people,  instead  of  to  conserve  the  interests 
of  traders  and  manufacturers. 

The  «pt^ion  of  compulsory  national   rationing   was  first  considered   by 
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the  Ministry  shortly  after  its  establishment,  when,  in  January,  1917,  Lord 
Devonport  set  up  a  special  committee  to  prepare  a  general  plan  of  national 
rationing.  Our  secretary  represented  the  co-operative  movement  on  that 
committee.  Its  report  and  plans  formed  the  nucleus  of  the  schemes  now  in 
operation,  and  although  those  plans  contain  many  details  which  we  desire  to 
see  eliminated  or  revised,  it  may  also  be  taken  for  granted  that  some  of  the 
essentials  were  adopted  as  the  result  of  the  persistent  advocacy  of  our  repre- 
sentative and  the  efforts  of  this  committee.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note 
that  while  the  elements  of  the  scheme  were  evolved  in  January,  1917,  it  was 
not  until  January,  1918,  that  the  Ministry  put  it  into  operation. 

We  have  throughout  the  intervening  period  pressed  upon  the  Food 
Controller  the  necessity  of  national  rationing,  which  would  at  one  stroke 
secure  the  needful  economy  in  the  use  of  any  food,  the  equitable  distribution 
of  available  supplies,  and  the  removal  of  the  disastrous  datum  period. 

After  much  correspondence  and  several  deputations  to  the  Ministry, 
Lord  Rhondda  was  supplied  with  the  particular  proposals  which  the  com- 
mittee deem  essential  to  any  scheme.  We  need  not  here  detail  those 
suggestions,  as  copies  have  been  sent  to  the  societies. 

Lord  Rhondda  thanked  the  committee  for  its  proposals,  which,  indeed, 
he  had  asked  for,  but  they  are  not  yet  adopted  in  their  entirety. 

The  Datum  Period  which  we  have  referred  to  as  disastrous  chiefly  affects 
tea  at  the  moment.  Its  malign  influence  was  first  felt  in  connection  with 
sugar  supplies.  For  over  a  year  we  fought  against  the  "  1915  basis  "  of  sugar 
supplies,  which  was  maintained  from  the  establishment  of  the  Sugar  Cora- 
mission  in  1916  until  1st  January,  1918.  It  was  really  disastrous  to  fair 
distribution,  and  also  to  the  quite  normal  development  of  our  societies.  Its 
chief  merits  were  the  comparative  ease  with  which  it  could  be  worked  by  the 
Department,  and  the  security  it  gives  to  the  wholesalers  and  brokers  for  the 
continuance  of  their  business.  This  latter  point  seems  now  to  have  been 
established  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Ministry. 

With  the  general  rationing  of  sugar  the  datum  period  disappeared, 
together  with  the  bulk  of  oui*  difficulties  so  far  as  equitable  distribution  of 
that  commodity  is  concerned. 

During  the  past  three  months  we  have  had  to  deal  with  prehaps  the  most 
difficult  problem  of  the  year,  viz.,  the  meat  shortage.  The  datum  period 
again  reared  its  head  to  hinder  fair  distribution;  in  addition,  we  had  the 
active  resistance  of  the  cattle  and  meat  dealers,  whose  methods  of  business 
lend  themselves  more  readily  than  those  of  the  ordinary  trader  to  a  campaign 
against  authority. 

The  introduction  of  general  rationing  in  meat  automatically  disposes  of 
the  datum  period,  and  it  may  be  hoped  that  the  main  inequalities  will  similarly 
disappear.  Tea  control,  however,  furnishes  the  most  persistent  example  of  the 
continuance  of  the  system,  and  we  say  this  in  spite  of  its  long  career  with 
the  sugar  problem.  In  that  case  it  at  least  had  the  excuse  of  the  inexperience 
of  the  Department  in  general  rationing.      No  such  plea  can  be  put  forward 
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now.  The  object  lesson  of  sugar,  and  our  representations  to  Lord  Rhondda, 
deprive  the  Ministry  of  any  justification  for  the  continuance  of  a  datum  period 
for  tea.  We  have  received  verbal  assurances  that  it  will  shortly  disappear, 
but  when  these  promises  are  reduced  to  writing  they  are  qualified  in  ways 
which  bear  eloquent  testimony  to  the  cleverness  of  the  expert  advisers  of 
the  Ministry,  and  their  trading  colleagues,  to  camouflage  democracy  that  the 
trading  interests  may  be  saved. 

The  question  of  tea  control  is  at  the  moment  an  urgent  one,  offering  a 
most  flagrant  example  of  the  methods  of  the  Ministry  and  the  manipulations 
of  the  trade.  We  hope  that  by  the  time  Congress  meets  we  may  be  able  to 
report  a  more  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  matter. 

The  transfer  of  customers,  which,  in  some  cases,  has  been  carried  out  by 
the  local  committees,  is  another  of  the  devices  by  which  the  private  trading 
elements  keep  a  curb  upon  co-operative  enterprise  and  secure  the  control  of 
supplies.  We  have  urged  upon  the  Ministi-y  again  and  again  the  necessity 
of  adhering  to  its  original  impulse,  which  instructed  local  Food  Control 
Committees  to  transfer  goods  and  not  customers. 

Undoubtedly  this  is  the  right  course  and  strictly  in  accord  with  the 
Ministry's  professed  desire  to  use  the  existing  channels  of  trade.  The 
practice  of  many  committees  has  been,  however,  little  else  than  a  flagrant 
denial  of  justice  to  co-operators.  Our  circular  letter  to  societies  on  this 
subject  produced  a  very  considerable  protest  to  the  Ministry,  but,  so  far,  no 
effective  result  has  followed. 

The  Exclusive  Channels  of  Supply  for  certain  articles  of  food  is  another 
question  which  has  given  the  committee  some  concern.  We  acquiesced  in  this 
course  in  1916,  when  it  was  simply  a  temporary  measure  of  emergency  to  secure 
supplies  of  sugar  in  adjustment  of  the  1915  basis  to  meet  the  inequalities 
brought  about  by  the  sudden  tranference  of  large  sections  of  the  population 
to  munition  areas.  But  that  phase  has  now  passed,  and  the  excuse  for  a 
temporary  measure  no  longer  exists. 

The  practice,  however,  is  now  in  danger  of  becoming  a  fixed  part  of  the 
system  of  supply,  and  we  have  strongly  resented  the  action  of  the  Ministry 
in  continuing  it.  Under  schemes  of  national  rationing  it  becomes  a  hardship 
and  an  injustice  to  the  movement.  A  resolution  on  the  subject  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  Congress. 

Local  Food  Control  Committees. — It  will  be  remembered  that  these  com- 
mittees were  just  beginning  to  take  shape  at  the  time  of  the  last  Congress. 
Before  proceeding  to  Swansea  we  had  an  interview  with  the  Food  Controller 
to  request  from  him  an  assurance  that  our  societies  should  have  representation 
on  any  local  Food  Control  bodies  that  might  be  set  up.  We  failed  then,  as 
we  have  failed  ever  since,  to  secure  any  definite  assurance  that  our  claims  to 
representation  would  be  met. 

Lord  Rhondda  has  again  and  again  spoken  with  the  fullest  appreciation 
of  our  movement,  and  has  declared  his  desire  to  use  the  movement  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community.      He  is  firmly  convinced   that  his  action  at  the 
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Ministry  has  done  more  to  recognise  the  co-operative  movement  than  any 
other  Minister  has  ever  done.  Moreover,  he  has  sent  out  more  than  one 
official  intimation  to  local  authorities  that  co-operative  representatives  should 
be  included  on  these  committees.  He  has  even  declared  his  readiness  to  relax 
the  adamant  rule  of  the  Department  as  to  the  number  of  members  on  these 
committees  (twelve)  in  order  to  provide  for  the  inclusion  of  "accredited 
representatives  of  the  co-operative  movement."  But  what  he  has  never 
done — and  this  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter — is  to  say  that  co-operative 
representatives  must  be  added  to  the  committees  as  in  the  case  of  Labour. 

The  truth  is  that  Lord  Rhondda,  in  common  with  most  Ministers,  still  fails 
to  recognise  in  practice  what  he,  at  least,  is  too  well  informed  to  misunder- 
stand as  an  economic  fact,  viz.,  that  the  co-operative  movement  is  essentially 
diiferent  in  its  commercial  basis  and  construction  to  ordinary  trade  organisa- 
tions ;  that  it  is,  in  fact,  a  consumers'  organisation  based  on  mutual  principles ; 
that  profit  and  profit-making  are  eliminated  from  its  operations,  and  that 
therefore  it  has  an  even  greater  claim  than  organised  labour  as  expressed  in 
trade  unions,  &c.,  to  be  called  into  consultation  on  matters  of  food  control. 

It  is  because  the  private  traders'  organisations  in  some  dull,  indistinct 
fashion  realise  this  truth  that  they  so  strenuously  oppose  the  application  of 
Lord  Rhondda's  advice  to  their  own  localities,  and  equally  successfully  pull 
the  strings  to  prevent  him  making  the  appointment  of  co-operators  obligatory. 

We  are  constantly  taking  to  the  Ministry  the  cases  which  are  brought  to 
our  notice,  and  in  some  instances  we  have  secured  adjustment.  The  process, 
however,  is  very  slow  nd  inadequate  when  it  might  and  ought  to  be  so  easy 
and  quick. 

(See  resolutions  at  end  of  report.) 

The  National  Emergency  Conference. 
From  the  point  at  which  the  whole  of  the  forces  of  the  movement  were 
unified  to  deal  with  matters  of  special  war  administration,  the  work  of  the 
committee  gained  a  new  impetus.  The  new  organisation  greatly  aided  the 
force  and  success  of  the  National  l^mergency  Conference  held  at  Westminster 
on  the  17th  and  18th  October  last. 

The  proposal  for  a  conference  was,  however,  the  outcome  of  the  failure 
of  the  committee  to  secure  adequate  recognition  of  the  movement  by  the 
Government,  and  especially  the  refusal  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  receive  a 
deputation  of  co-operators  to  place  before  him  the  resolutions  of  the  Swansea 
Congress.  The  conference  was  decided  upon  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  United 
Board  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee  held  in  Manchester  on  15th  August. 
The  subjects  considered  by  the  conference  were  : — 

(a)  The  position   (past  and  present)   with  regard  to  Excess  Profits 
Duty  and  Income  Tax. 

{b)  The  refusal   of  the  Prime  Minister  to  receive  a  deputation  on 
behalf  of  co-operators. 

(c)  The  relations  of  the  movement  with  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
representation  on  the  various  Government  Committees. 
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{d)  The  operation  of   the   Military   Service   Acts   upon  co-operative 

societies. 

(e)  The  representation  of  co-operators  in  Parliament. 

It  is  not  necessary  here  to  give  any  detailed  account  of  the  proceedings, 
which  is  published  in  a  separate  report.  It  may,  however,  be  noted  that  the 
conference  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and  businesslike  gatherings  in  the 
history  of  the  movement.  The  delegates  came  with  a  clear  idea  of  the  objects 
for  which  they  were  met,  of  the  serious  impoi'tance  of  the  whole  programme 
of  business,  and  a  determination  to  secure  the  end  they  had  in  view. 

The  decision  of  the  conference  on  every  main  question  submitted  to  it 
was  practically  unanimous,  and,  though  the  Press  generally  gave  little  space 
to  our  proceedings,  the  influence  of  the  two  days'  meetings  extended  both 
wide  and  deep. 

A  remarkable  feature  was  the  demonstration  organised  at  the  House  of 
Commons.  Every  society  was  asked  to  arrange  an  interview  between  the 
member  (or  members)  of  Parliament  for  its  own  constituency  and  the  society's 
delegates  to  the  conference,  the  interview  to  take  place  at  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  conference  at  a  given  hour. 
When  the  time  arrived  the  lobbies  of  the  House  presented  a  most  unusually 
animated  appearance ;  co-operators  simply  swarmed  wherever  it  was  allowable 
for  them  to  go.  A  great  impression  was  created,  members  leaving  the  chamber 
in  order  to  view  the  scene  in  the  lobbies.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  mere 
pressure  of  so  many  representative  men  from  all  parts  of  the  country  who, 
incidentally,  differed  in  tone  and  bearing  from  any  other  gathering  of  the 
kind  with  which  the  House  is  familiar,  had  a  useful  effect  upon  the  legislators. 

The  Prime  INIinister  and  Co-operators. 

The  story  of  how  the  Prime  Minister  evaded  our  request  for  an  interview 
for  nearly  five  months,  and  then  only  showed  himself  amenable  to  our  appeals 
when  the  conference  to  condemn  his  attitude  had  been  publicly  announced, 
was  fully  told  at  the  National  Conference  and  is  embodied  in  the  published 
report  of  its  proceedings. 

Following  the  conference  we  sent  to  him  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  delegates  and  offered  to  wait  upon  him,  if  he  so  desired,  to  amplify 
their  terms  and  explain  the  reasons  for  their  adoption.  At  the  request  of  the 
Prime  Minister  a  deputation,  consisting-  of  the  whole  of  the  committee  and 
the  movers  of  the  resolutions  at  the  National  Conference,  waited  upon  him 
.  on  31st  October.  The  proceedings  occupied  two  hours.  Mr.  Lloyd  George, 
in  reply,  assured  us  of  both  his  and  the  Government's  appreciation  of  the 
co-operative  movement,  and  repudiated  any  idea  of  treating  co-operators  with 
contempt.  He  promised,  chiefly,  the  consideration  of  our  demands  for 
recognition  in  connection  with  the  IMinistry  of  Food,  referred  the  questions 
of  taxation  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Military  Service  to  Sir 
Auckland  Geddes. 

As  already  indicated  above,  a  considerable  extension  of  co-operative 
representation  in  matters  of  food  control  has  since  taken  place.      Our  repre- 
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sentations  on  most  matters  are  now  received  with  more  consideration,  and  in 
many  cases  have  secured  redress  for  our  societies  and  benefit  to  the  community 
at  large. 

Military  Service. 

This  matter  has  received  the  constant  attention  of  the  committee.  The 
resolution  of  the  Swansea  Congress  with  regard  to  pivot  men  was  promptly 
forwarded  to  the  Government.  This  was,  however,  one  of  the  questions  held 
up  to  a  great  extent  by  the  refusal  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  see  us.  It  was 
taken  up  more  strongly  at  the  National  Conference,  and,  subsequently, 
deputations  waited  upon  the  Ministry  of  National  Service,  the  result  of  which 
was  the  issue  of  forms  to  our  societies  on  which  they  might  make  a  return  of 
their  indispensable  men.  From  these  returns  the  Ministry  proposed  to  con- 
sider the  best  means  of  securing  the  needful  staff  to  the  societies.  A  very 
large  number  of  these  forms  were  returned,  with  the  particulars  filled  in,  and 
were  at  onoe  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  National  Service. 

It  was  only  when  we  wrote  to  the  Department  protesting  against  the  delay 
in  taking  action  that  we  were  informed  of  the  issue  of  a  circular  letter  to  the 
National  Service  representatives  in  the  various  "Regions  "  advising  them  not 
to  press  for  the  calling  up  of  men  who  were  indispensable  to  food  distribution. 
That  letter  has  been  printed  and  sent  to  every  society  as  a  guide  to  them  when 
attending  before  Local  or  Appeal  Tribunals.  That  is  the  tangible  result  we 
have  obtained  from  the  forms  sent  in,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  they  constitute 
a  useful  register  of  men  for  the  military  authorities. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  result  of  further  representations,  we  issued  a  circular 
in  January  asking  for  names  and  particulars  of  general  managers  and  managing 
secretaries  who  were  under  notice  to  join  the  Colours,  and  who  had  exhausted 
their  tribunal  rights.  About  twenty  cases  were  dealt  with  directly  as  a  result 
of  our  appeal,  and  in  nearly  all  the  "  calling-up  "  notice  was  suspended. 

As  we  write  this  report  there  are  many  indications  that  the  demand  for 
men  for  the  Army  will  increase  very  much  in  the  near  future.  Such  a  step 
may  easily  lead  to  the  greatest  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  services  of  our 
societies.  The  Parliamentaiy  Committee  is  seeking  the  opportunity  of 
placing  the  position,  as  it  affects  co-operative  societies,  before  the  Ministry 
OX)  an  early  date. 

Select  Committee  on  Premium  Bonds. 

In  November  last  the  Government  appointed  a  select  committee  to  con- 
sider the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  adopting  a  system  of  Premium  Bonds 
as  a  means  of  raising  money  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  secretary 
of  this  committee  was  invited  to  give  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  at 
the  House  of  Commons.  With  the  Approval  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 
Mr.  May  attended  on  13th  December,  when  he  opposed  strongly  the  intro- 
duction by  the  State  of  any  scheim©  of  raising  war  bonds  or  other  funds  in 
which  the  element  of  chance  was  embodied.       His  evidence  is  embodied  in 
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the  published  minutes  of  the  committee,  who  reported  against  the  introduction 
of  Premium  Bonds. 

Workers'  National  War  Emergency  Committee. 

The  work  of  this  committee  has  proceeded  steadily  during  the  year  and 
on  the  lines  previously  reported.  In  September  last,  however,  in  view  of  the 
steps  which  had  been  taken  within  the  movement  to  unify  its  representations 
to  Government  Departments  and  elsewhere,  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  our 
representative  from  this  committee,  and  to  recommend  the  United  Board  to 
take  a  similar  course. 

The  War  Emergency  Committee  on  receiving  the  intimation  of  our 
withdrawal  at  once  asked  the  committee  to  receive  a  deputation  on  the 
subject.  The  deputation,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sidney  Webb  and  Mr.  J.  S. 
Middleton,  attended  on  13th  November,  and  after  a  lengthy  discussion  the 
committee  reaffirmed  its  previous  decision  to  withdraw  from  the  committee. 
Subsequently  a  notice  of  motion  to  rescind  the  original  resolution  was  adopted, 
and  Mr.  H.  J.  May  was  reappointed  the  committee's  representative. 

Political  Action. 

Under  this  heading,  in  its  last  report,  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
recommended  the  Congress  to  adopt  the  view  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
the  co-operative  movement  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  direct  repre- 
sentation in  Parliament  as  the  only  means  of  effectively  voicing  its  demands 
and  safeguarding  its  interests.  The  Swansea  Congi*ess  adopted  that  view  by 
an  overwhelming  majority,  with  the  addition  that  it  called  upon  the  Central 
Board  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  put  the  resolution  of  Congress  into 
operation.  The  Congi-ess  also  agreed  that  any  action  taken  should  be  in  con- 
sultation with  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and,  further,  that  the  resolution 
for  political  organisation  should  not  be  interpreted  as  giving  power  to  affiliate 
with  ajiy  political  party,  but  left  the  movement  free  to  enter  into  friendly 
relations  with  all  or  any  of  the  parties. 

Subsequently  to  the  Congress  a  joint  meeting  of  the  United  Board  and 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  was  held,  at  which  the  best  means  of  pursuing 
the  political  campaign  was  discussed.  A  sub-committee  was  formed  for  the 
pui'pose  of  preparing  a  scheme,  which  was  eventually  submitted  to  the  National 
Emergency  Conference  and  adopted  with  only  slight  amendments.  The 
effective  clause  in  the  scheme,  so  far  as  this  committee  is  concerned,  is  the 
following  : — "  The  Central  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  shall  be 
for  the  time  being  a  sub-committee  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee." 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  endeavoured  to  shoulder  the  responsi- 
bility thus  placed  upon  it  by  the  Emergency  Conference.  It  must,  however, 
be  recognised  that  the  machinery  adopted  in  October  last  was  admittedly  of 
an  emei'gency  character,  and  has  had  to  be  fitted  into  our  existing  machinery. 
Some  overlapping  was  inevitable,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Congress 
to  consider  and  adopt  some  modifications  in  the  scheme  to  ensure  smooth  and 
rapid  working. 
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THE    CENTRAL    PARLIAMENTARY    REPRESENTATION 
COMMITTEE. 

Qesebal. 
This  committee,  which,  as  stated  above,  has  met  seven  times  up  to  the 
date  of  writing  this  report,  first  met  on  the  5th  December  last.  Its  pre- 
liminary woi-k  was  of  a  genei-al  and  prepaaatory  character,  and  efforts  were  .at 
once  made  to  indicate  to  the  many  societies  inquiring  the  best  means  of  putting 
into  operation  the  methods  of  organisation  outlined  in  our  scheme. 

Constituencies  and  Candidates. 

One  of  the  earliest  questions  for  consideration  was  that  of  the  selection 
of  suitable  constituencies  and  candidates.  The  circular  of  inquiry  sent  out 
by  the  Co-operative  Union  in  September  last  had  resulted  in  a  large  number 
of  replies,  which,  on  the  whole,  may  be  fairly  said  to  have  represented  the 
hopes  of  the  societies  rather  than  the  ascertained  possibilities  of  the  situation 
based  upon  reliable  data.  The  question  of  areas  is  altogether  upset  by  the  new 
Representation  of  the  People  Act,  while  the  number  of  registered  electors 
cannot  be  accmately  given  for  any  constituency  if  only  on  account  of  the  age 
of  the  last  register,  and  the  depletion  and  dislocation  of  the  population  owing 
to  the  war.  The  committee  have  therefore  taken  the  view  that  the  scheme 
supersedes  tliese  returns,  and  places  the  right  of  nomination  of  candidates  in 
the  hands  of  local  councils  formed  in  connection  with  societies  subscribing  to 
the  funds  and  affiliated  to  the  Central  Parlimentai-y  Representation  Committee. 

The  question  of  the  available  funds  also  seriously  affects  the  work  of 
selection,  as  obviously  the  contituencies  contested  would  have  to  bear  some 
approximate  relation  to  the  funds  disposable.  Then  the  average  cost  of  an 
election  is  a  factor  in  the  case.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  do  more  than 
make  an  estimate  of  this,  seeing  that  the  new  Act  provides  for  the  payment 
of  returning  officers'  fees  and  in  other  ways  modifies  the  cost  of  elections. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  committee  is  anxiously  considering  their  final 
selections.  It  would  be  invidious  to  insert  an  incomplete  list  of  either  con- 
stituencies or  candidates'  names  in  this  report.  An  official  announcement  will 
appear  in  the  Press  in  due  course,  and  possibly  before  this  report  is  issued  to 
societies.  It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  committee  has  an 
exceedingly  difficult  task  in  liand.  They  have  to  face  a  great  unknown  in  the 
new  constituencies ;  they  are  extremely  limited  in  the  number  of  places  in 
which  it  is  possible  for  them  to  advise  contests ;  they  are  prevented  by  the 
terms  of  one  "scheme"  from  entering  into  other  than  "friendly  relations' 
with  any  of  the  political  parties ;  finally,  they  are  handicapped  by  the  fact 
that  our  political  organisation  has  to  be  built  up  and  that  the  movement  has 
yet  to  fully  arouse  itself  to  the  whole  duty  of  citizenship  on  co-operative  lines. 
The  future,  however,  is  with  us  if  the  movement  will  but  organise  itself 
and  throw  aside  its  party  shibboleths  for  the  ideals  of  its  own  democratic 
constitution. 
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Co-operators  and  the  Political  Parties. 

Soon  after  Swansea  Congress  the  orthodox,  or  at  least  the  recognised 
political  parties,  began  to  woo  the  co-operators  in  various  ways ;  some  were 
subtle,  others  more  courageous  advertised  abroad  their  desire  to  secure  the 
support  of  co-operators  for  their  party,  while  loudly  denouncing  those  who 
tliey  gratuitously  suspected  of  following  a  similar  course. 

Only  one  party,  however,  approached  the  committee  officially  and 
suggested  a  conference  which  was  arranged  between  this  committee,  the 
Labour  Party  Executive,  and  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary 
Committee,  A  useful  discussion  took  place,  and  a  special  joint  committee, 
consisting  of  three  representatives  of  each  central  organisation,  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  a  plan  of  work. 

That  committee  has  met  on  two  occasions,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  no 
definite  scheme  has  been  prepared.  It  has,  however,  been  arranged  that  when 
the  candidates  and  constituencies  that  we  desire  to  contest  have  been  selected 
efforts  will  be  made  to  arrange  for  the  elections  without  overlapping  of  candi- 
dates, and  with  the  mutual  support  of  our  respective  organisations. 

Manifesto  on  War  Aims. 

In  January  last  the  opportunity  was  offered  to  the  committee  of  becoming 
joint  signatories  to  a  manifesto  on  war  aims,  issued  on  behalf  of  working-class 
organisations  in  Great  Britain.  The  manifesto  warmly  welcomed  President 
Wilson's  declaration  of  the  allied  war  aims,  and  proceeded  to  indicate  the 
claims  of  labour  in  that  regard. 

The  committee  decided  to  endorse  the  declaration,  and  it  was  issued  to  the 
Press  signed  on  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union 
Congress,  the  National  Executive  of  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  Co-operative 
Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  by  the  respective  secretaries. 

Labour  Party  Conference  at  Nottingham. 
In  response  to  an  invitation  from  the  Labour  Party  Executive  Mr.   G. 
Goodenough    was    appointed    to    attend    the    Labour    Party    Conference    o,t 
Nottingham    in   January   last,    as    a   fraternal   delegate    of   the   co-operative 
movement. 

Leaflets  and  Publications. 
Several  leailets  and  publications  have  been  prepared  for  the  guidance  of 
local  councils  and  for  general  distribution.      Others  are  m  preparation,  and 
we  hope  shortly  to  be  able  to  equip  our  societies  fully  for  election  purposes. 

Prestwich  Election. 
Early  in  the  deliberations  of  the  committee  as  to  its  general  policy  the 
question  of  its  attitude  to  bye-elections  came  up  for  discussion.  It  was  then 
decided  that  the  committee  would  consider  on  its  merits  any  case  that  might 
arise.  Sooner  than  was  expected  the  particular  case  came.  The  New  Year's 
honours  placed  the  then  sitting  member  for  the  Prestwich  Division  in  the 
Peerage.      The    Manchester    district   societies    were    already    advanced    with 
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their  organisation,  and  decided  that  this  was  a  constituency  which  should  be 
fought  for  co-operation. 

Eventually,  and  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the  Central  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation Committee  consented  to  the  contest  being  officially  supported,  and  to 
Mr.  H.  J.  May  being  the  candidate.  This  was  immediately  endorsed  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  and  Mr.  May  was  sent  to  Manchester  on  the 
evening  of  22nd  January  to  contest  the  election,  which  took  place  on  Slst 
January.  With  only  seven  clear  days  in  which  to  do  everything  needful  in 
a  pioneer  fight,  the  result  of  the  election  must  be  regarded  as  giving  some 
cause  for  satisfaction.  Our  candidate  polled  2,832  votes,  a  larger  vote  for 
an  independent  candidate  than  has  ever  been  secured  in  a  first  contest  of  any 
political  party. 

The  election  taught  us  several  lessons,  and  was  valuable  as  a  preliminary 
fight  on  the  novel  lines  of  a  co-opei-ative  contest.  Mr.  May  stood  as  a 
"consumers"  candidate  without  the  official  support  of  any  political  party. 
An  interesting  incident  of  the  contest  was  the  stirring  message  sent  by  Mr. 
Albert  Thomas  (ex-Minister  of  Munitions  of  France  and  member  of  the 
French  Co-operative  Union  Executive). 

A  League  of  Nations. 
The  idea  of  "  A  League  of  Nations  "  as  a  guarantee  of  future  peace  has 
been  pressed  upon  the  notice  of  the  committee  by  a  number  of  societies,  and 
the  principle  was  unanimously  approved.  It  was,  therefore,  submitted  to  the 
United  Board  as  a  suitable  additional  item  to  our  programme  of  policy.  With 
their  concurrence  a  resolution  to  that  effect  will  be  submitted  to  Congress. 
(See  resolution  at  end  of  report.) 

PROPoaTiONAL  Representation. 

The  question  of  proportional  representation  has  received  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  committee.  Its  possible  advantages  in  the  kind  of  political 
campaign  to  which  co-operators  are  now  committed  have  led  the  committee  to 
favour  the  experiment  which  Parliament  contemplates  in  applying  the  system 
to  a  hundred  constituencies  at  the  next  general  election. 

Mr.  John  Humphreys,  the  secretary  of  the  Proportional  Representation 
Society,  attended  before  the  committee  and  gave  an  interesting  account  of 
the  work  of  the  Proportional  Representation  Society,  especially  emphasising 
its  value  to  the  co-operative  plan  of  political  action. 

The  committee  subsequently  issued  an  invitation  to  co-operative  societies 
in  the  localities  affected  to  give  evidence  before  the  Government  Commission 
in  favour  of  a  trial  of  this  system  of  voting.  At  the  time  of  preparing  this 
report  the  Commissions  have  not  completed  their  work ;  it  is,  therefore, 
impossible  to  say  to  what  extent  the  proposal  has  succeeded. 

CoNca:.usiON. 
The  general  work  of  the  committee  has  been  considerable  and  varied. 
The  questions  of  the  constitution  and  rules  of  local  councils  to  meet  all  the 
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varying  conditions  of  our  societies,  both  as  to  their  own  constitution  and  the 
extensive  Parliamentary  areas  covered  in  some  cases,  have  occupied  much  of 
the  time  of  the  committee.  The  present  war  conditions  are  making  such 
demands  upon  the  time  and  energies  of  all  representative  people  that  the 
committee  find  themselves  unable  to  do  all  they  desire.  They  are  confident, 
however,  that  with  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  societies  a  fruitful  and 
effective  future  awaits  the  movement  in  the  fields  of  national  administration 
and  legislation. 

On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 

T.  W.  Allen,  Chairman. 

H.  J.  May,  Secretary. 

CONGRESS    RESOLUTIONS. 


EXCESS    PROFITS    DUTY. 

1.  That  this  Congress  reaffirms  its  previous  resolutions  as  to  the 
injustice  of  the  application  of  the  Excess  Profits  Duty  to 
the  ordinary  operations  of  co-operative  societies.  It 
expresses  its  profound  dissatisfaction  with  the  present 
position  of  this  question  and  the  attitude  of  the  Govern- 
ment towards  it,  and  strongly  supports  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  in  the  continuance  of  its  efforts  to  obtain  relief 
for  the  movement  from  the  unfair  burden  of  this  duty. 

THE    "  DATUM    PERIOD." 

2.  That  this  Congress  strongly  protests  against  the  continuance 

of  the  "  datum  period  "  in  the  schemes  of  control  of  food- 
stuffs adopted  by  the  Ministry  of  Food;  it  declares  that 
such  a  basis  of  distribution  in  the  present  crisis  is  contrary 
to  the  interests  of  consumers,  and  calls  for  its  immediate 
abolition.  Further,  it  demands  that  the  control  or 
rationing  of  any  article  of  food  shall  be  immediately 
followed  by  the  registration  of  customers  with  retailers 
and  the  registration  of  wholesalers,  in  order  that  available 
supplies  may  be  equitably  distributed. 

THE    EXCLUSION    OF    CO-OPERATIVE    ORGANISATIONS. 

3.  That  this  Congress  enters  its  emphatic  protest  against  the 

practice  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  scheduling  certain 
channels  of  private  trading  enterprise  as  the  only  means  of 
supply  to  the  exclusion  of  co-operative  organisations,  thus 
compelling  our  societies  to  place  their  orders  with  private 
•  profiteers  to  the  financial  detriment  of  their  own  federations, 

and  in  direct  conflict  with  their  established  principles  as 
organisations  of  consumers. 
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A   LEAGUE   OF   NATIONS. 

4.  That  this  Congress  declares  its  firm  adherence  to  the  principle 
of  "A  League  of  Nations"  as  a  guarantee  of  the  world's 
peace,  and  hereby  adds  to  its  programme  of  political  policy 
the  promotion  of  such  an  alliance  of  all  the  peoples. 

24.     REORGANISATION  OF  THE    CO-OPERATIVE    PARLIA- 
MENTARY REPRESENTATION  COMMITTEE. 

Reconunendatioiifi  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Central  Board  : — 

Scheme  of  Organisation  for  Cooperative  Action. 
At  the  Swansea  Congress,  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

That,  lin  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  time  has  now  arrived  for- 
the  co-operative  movement  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure 
direct    representation    in    Parliament,    and    on    all    local    and 
administrative  bodies,  as  the  only  way  of  effectively  voicing  its 
demands  and  safeguarding  its  interests.    It,  therefore,  calls  upon 
the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  to  take  such  steps 
as  may   be  necessary   to  put   into   operation   the  terms   of   the 
foregoing  resolution. 
In  accordance  with  this  resolution,  there  was  appointed  at  the  Emergency 
Corfference  in  London,  in  October  last,  a  Central  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Representation  Committee.     It  was  provided  that,  for  the  time  being,  this 
committee  should  be  regarded  as  a  sub-committee  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee.    The  scheme  has  not  been  found,  however,  to  be  entirely  satisfactory, 
and  differences  between  the  committee  and  the  United  Board  have  already 
had  to  be  adjusted.     In  order,  therefore,  to  place  the  committee  and  its  work 
on  a  more  satisfactory  basis,  the  Central  Board  make  the  following  recom- 
mendations to  Congress  : — 

A  National  Committee  and  its  Objects. 
That  there  be  constituted  a  National  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee,  whose  objects  shall  be  to  secure  direct  co-operative 
representation  in  Parliament  and  on  local  and  other  administrative 
bodies  in  strict  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Swansea 
Congress,  and  such  amendments  of  this  decision  as  may  be  made 
at  subsequent  Congresses ;  and  to  undertake,  in  furtherance  of 
these  objects,  such  propaganda  or  other  work,  either  alone  or  in 
co-operation  with  other  committees  or  organi£;ations,  as  may  be 
deemed  desirable. 

Constitution. 

The  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee  shall  be  a  committee 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  responsible  to  the  Central  Board  of  the  Union,  and 
through  it  to  Congress. 
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The  committee  shall  consist  of  : — 

Nine  members  of  the  Central  Board,  appointed  by  the  Central  Board  on 
a  sectional  basis  (two  members  from  the  North-Weetern  Section  and 
one  member  from  each  other  section). 
Nine  members  representing  and  elected  by  societies  contributing  to  the 
Co-operative  Political  Fund.     These  members  shall  be  elected  on  a 
sectional  basis  (two  members  from  the  North- Western  Section  and 
one  member  from  each  other  section),   and  be  elected  by  the  con- 
tributing societies  in  the  section  they  represent. 
(A  person  who  is  elected  a  member  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  shall  not  be  eligible  to  be  elected  as  a  representative  of  the 
societies  contributing  to  this  scheme.) 
On©  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee or  such  other  committee   as  may   be   the   committee   of   the 
Central  Board  entrusted  with  the  educational  work  of  the  Union. 
Two  members  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 

Society. 
One  member  representing  and   appointed   by   the   Scottish   Co-operative 

Wholesale   Society. 
Two  members  representing  and   appointed   by  the  Joint   Parliamentary 

Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress. 
One  member  representing  and  appointed   by  the   Women's   Co-operative 

Guild   (England  and  Wales). 
One  member  representing   and   appointed   by  the   Scottish    Co-operative 

Women's  Guild. 
One  member  representing  and  appointed   by  the   National   Co-operative 

Men's  Guild. 
(Secretaries  of  the  Sectional  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  who  also 
act  as  secretaries  of   the  sectional  councils  shall  be  eligible  to  attend   the 
meetings  of  the  National  Committee,  and  shall  have  power  to  speak,  but  not 
to  vote.) 

The  committee  shall  be  elected  annually,  immediately  after  Congress. 
The  Central  Board  shall  appoint  its  representatives  at  its  first  meeting 
following  the  declaration  of  the  constitution  of  the  Central  Board;  and  the 
other  organisations  shall  appoint  their  representatives  by  the  same  date ;  and 
the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  shall  be  held  within  one  month  following 
the  opening  day  of  Congress  and  not  less  often  than  quarterly  thereafter. 

It  shall  be  competent  for  the  committee  to  appoint  an  executive  com- 
mittee ;  and  if,  and  when,  a  permanent  executive  committee  is  appointed  for 
the  Co-operative  Union  the  constitution  of  the  National  Representation 
Committee  shall  be  so  amended  that  the  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
shall  be  the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee. 

Functions. 
The  functions  of  the  National  Cooperative  Representation  Committee, 
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subject  to   the  instructions  and   veto  of   the   Central   Board   and    Congress, 
shall  be  : — 

(1)  To  prepare  and  issue  a  statement  of  policy  and  a  national  pro- 
gramme on  matters  political  in  harmony  with  the  decisions  of  the  annual 
Co-operative  Congress,  to  prepare  for  the  approval  of  Congress  such 
amendments  of  the  statement  of  policy  and  programme  jls  may  be  deemed 
desirable;  and  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the  sectional  councils,  here- 
inafter provided  for,  in  carrying  out  the  policy  and  programme  as 
approved  by  Congress. 

(2)  To  advise  and  help  co-operative  societies  and  co-operative  political 
councils  in  their  political  work. 

(3)  To  initiate  and  undertake,  or  co-operate  with  other  committees  of 
-     the  Co-operative  Union  in  initiating  or  undertaking,  schemes  of  propa- 
ganda and  education  for  the  filrtherance  of  the  objecte  for  the  attainment 
of  which  the  committee  is  established. 

(4)  To  administer  the  Co-operative  Political  Fund  on  lines  hereinafter 
provided  under  the  heading  "Finance." 

(5)  To  approve  programmes  of  work  and  expenditure  submitted  by 
the  sectional  political  councils,  hereinafter  described,  and  to  make  to 
them  such  grants  from  the  Co-operative  Political  Fund  as  may  be  deemed 
desirable. 

(6)  To  prepare  a  list  of  suitable  candidates  for  Parliamentary  elections 
and  to  receive  nominations  from  the  sectional  councils  for  additions  to 
the  list. 

(7)  To  approve  or  disapprove  the  Parliamentary  candidatures  pro- 
posed by  the  sectional  councils,  and  to  make  such  grants  in  support  of 
the  approved  candidatures  as  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

(8)  To  prepare,  for  issue  through  the  Publications  Committee  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  such  literature  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
success  of  the  work  of  the  committee. 

(9)  To  secure  the  adhesion  of  such  societies  as  have  not  yet  given 
their  support  to  the  scheme  for  securing  direct  co-operative  representation. 

(10)  To  receive,  quarterly,  a  report  from  each  sectional  council  of  the 
work  done  by  the  council,  and  take  such  action  thereon  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary. 

(11)  To  submit,  with  its  minutes,  a  report  of  its  work  to  each 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Central  Boai'd. 

(12)  To  submit  each  year  to  the  Central  Board  for  inclusion  in.  the 
report  of  the  Central  Board  to  Congress  a  report  of  the  work  done  by 
the  committee  and  sectional  councils  during  the  Congress  year. 

(13)  To  arrange,  annually,  a  combined  meeting  of  the  National  Co- 
operative Representation  Committee  and  the  Sectional  Councils  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  counsel  together  in  order  to  secure  such  a  combination 
of  united  action  and  sectional  freedom  of  action  as  shall  be  most  conducive 
to  successful  working,  and  to  make  such  recommendations  to  the  Central 
Board  and  Congress  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 
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(14)  To  undertake  such  other  work  as  may  b«  Temitfced  to  it  by  the 
Central  Board  or  Congress. 

Finance. 
There  shall  be  created  a  special  Co-operative  Representation  Fund,  on  the 
following  basis  : — 

(1)  Retail  societies  participating  in  the  scheme  for  securing  political 
representation  shall  contribute  at  the  rate  of  ^d.  per  member  per  year. 

(2)  Wholesale  societies,  productive  societies,  and  other  special  societies 
shall  annually  contribute  such  amounts  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  them 
and  the  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee. 

(3)  The  Co-operative  Union,  in  addition  to  meeting  the  expenses 
outlined  below,  shall  contribute  such  amounts  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  Central  Board. 

(4)  Special  donations  to  the  fund  may  be  received  from  individuals 
and  others  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  committee. 

(From  items  1  and  2  an  annual  income  of  £8,000  to  £10,000  may  be 
expected.) 

The  Central  Board  shall  be  responsible  to  Congress  for  the  proper  use  of 
this  fund.    The  expenditure  of  the  income  shall  be  on  the  following  lines  : — 

(1)  Payment  of  expenses  incurred  in  connection  with  propaganda 
work  organised  and  undertaken  by  the  Central  Committee. 

(2)  Payment  of  central  expenses  for  literature. 

(3)  Grants  to  sectional  councils  for  expenses  of  between-election  work 
approved  by  the  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee. 

(4)  Grants  to  sectional  councils  or  local  political  councils  towards  the 
expenses  of  Parliamentary  candidatures  endorsed  by  the  National  Repre- 
sentation Committee. 

(5)  Payment  of  expenses  of  members  of  the  National  Representation 
Committee. 

(6)  Payment  of  such  other  expenses  as  are  incurred  with  the  approval 
of  the  committee. 

The  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  Congress  year,  shall  submit  to  the  Central  Board  for  approval  an 
estimate,  grouped  under  suitable  headings,  of  its  prospective  expenditure  for 
the  current  year,  and  these  estimates  shall  include  the  grants  it  proposes 
to  make  to  the  sectional  councils  and  the  amounts  it  proposes  to  earmark  for 
assisting  Parliamentary  candidates  at  bye-elections  and  general  elections. 

A  Department  of  the  Union. 
The  Co-operative  Union  shall  organise  a  special  department,  which 
shall  work  under  the  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee  of- 
the  Central  Board.  There  shall  be  a  person  appointed  on  the  Union 
staff  to  act  as  secretary  and  head  of  this  department  and  the  clerical  staff 
and  organisers  necessary  to  secure  the  success  of  the  department  shall  also 
be  appointed.      The  appointments  shall  be  made  by   the   Executive   of  the 
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Co-operative  Union,  in  consultation  with  the  National  Ck)-operative  Bepre- 
sentation  Committee.  The  expenses  of  the  department,  covering  rent,  salaries, 
administrative  expenses  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  literature  not  properly 
chargeable  to  the  funds  of  the  National  Representation  Committee,  the 
sectional  councils,  or  other  committees  or  bodies,  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Co-operative  Union.  These  expenses,  which  are  for  the  present  estimated  at 
£3,000  per  annum,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  shall  be 
considered  the  contribution  of  the  Co-operative  Union  to  the  Co-operative 
Representation  Fund ;  but  the  Central  Board  may  contribute  such  other 
additional  sums  as  it  may  deem  necessary  or  desirable. 

Sectional  Councils. 

For  the  more  efficient  administration  of  the  scheme  for  securing  co- 
operative representation  in  Parliament  and  on  local  governing  and  administra- 
tive bodies,  and  to  secure  local  interest,  and  freedom  for  the  exercise  of  local 
initiative,  there  shall  be  established  a  co-operative  political  council  in  each 
of  the  sections  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  if  desired  by  the  Sectional  Board. 

These  councils  shall  consist  of  :  — 

(a)  The  members  of  the  Sectional  Board. 

(6)  One  representative  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  each  District 

Association  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

(c)  Representatives  (equal  in  number  to  one-half  the  number  of  the 

sectional  board  of  the  section)  of  the  societies  in  the  section  subscribing 

to  the  Political  Fund,  and  appointed  by  them. 

*(d)  Two  representatives  of  the  Women's  Guild  branches  in  the  section 

and  appointed  by  them. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  adequate  co-ordination  of  political  work  with 
the  general  work  of  the  Union,  the  Union's  sectional  secretary  in  each  section 
shall  be  secretary  to  the  Sectional  Representation  Coimcil. 

Where  a  section  .is  a  large  one  it  shall  be  within  the  competence  of  the 
Sectional  Representation  Council  to  divide  itself  into  sub-sectional  committees. 

The  functions  of  the  sectional  councils  shall  be  :— 

(1)  To  undertake  propaganda  work  on  behalf  of  the  movement's 
political  programme. 

(2)  To  work  in  conjunction  with  local  co-operative  representation 
councils  and  local  societies  in  furtherance  of  co-operative  political  activity 
of  either  local  or  sectional  importance. 

(3)  To  secure  the  support  of  such  societies  in  the  sections  as  are  not 
already  supporting  the  scheme  for  direct  co-operative  representation. 

(4)  To  stimulate  local  activity  in  the  oi'ganisation  of  candidatures 
designed  to  secure  co-operative  representation  on  local  bodies  and  in 
Parliament. 

(5)  To  investigate  the  possibilities  and  desirability  of  contesting 
Parliamentary  elections  in  constituencies  in  their  area  and  to  make  recom- 

•  One  only  where  there  are  fewer  than  10  members  of  the  Sectional  Board. 
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mendations  to  the  National  Representation  Committee  regarding  suitable 
constituencies  and  candidates. 

(6)  To  give  such  assistance  as  may  be  deemed  desirable  for  securing 
the  election  of  candidates  approved  by  the  National  Committee. 

(7)  To  assist  societies  or  local  political  councils  in  securing  co- 
operative representation  on  local  governing  or  administrative  bodies. 

(8)  To  work  in  conjunction  with  other  committees  and  organisations, 
such  as  the  tJnion's  Educational  Department,  the  Sectional  Educational 
Association,  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild,  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Women's  Guild,  and  the  National  Co-operative  Men's  Guild,  in  the 
arrangement  of  classes,  schools,  and  meetings  for  the  training  of  speakers 
and  the  dissemination  of  knowledge  upon  the  movement's  political  scheme 
and  programme. 

The  sectional  councils  shall,  at  the  commencement  of  each  Congress 
year,  submit  to  the  National  Representation  Committee  for  approval 
an  outline  scheme  of  work  they  propose  to  undertake  during  the  subsequent 
year,  and  an  estimate  of  the  funds  they  will  require  to  carry  out  their  scheme, 
the  estimated  expenditure  being  grouped  under  suitable  headings. 

Each  sectional  council  shall  submit  quarterly  to  the  National  Representa- 
tion Committee  a  report  of  the  work  it  has  done  during  the  preceding  quarter, 
and  make  such  suggestions  and  recommendations  as  seem  to  the  council  desirable 
for  the  success  of  the  scheme  for  securing  direct  co-operative  political  repre- 
sentation ;  and  each  year  it  shall  submit  an  annual  report  for  incliision  in  the 
report  of  the  National  Representation  Committee  to  the  Central  Board. 

The  Sectional  Councils  and  the  National  Representation  Council  shall  meet 
together  once  each  year  for  the  purpose  of  taking  counsel  together,  and,  if 
necessary,  making  recommendations  to  the  Central  Board  and  Congress. 

The  expenses  of  the  Sectional  Councils  shall  be  paid  on  the  basis  now 
operative  for  the  Sectional  Boards  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  paid  out 
of  the  funds  annually  allocated  to  them  by  tbe  National  Representation 
Committee. 

Loi.AL  Councils. 

As  soon  as  it  is  constituted,  the  National  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee  shall  consider  the  constitution  and  work  of  local  councils,  and 
draft  such  rules  and  regulations  or  amendments  to  the  present  scheme  of 
organisation  for  local  councils  as  seem  to  it  desirable. 

Resolution  sent  in  by  the  following  Societies  : — Blackley,  Burslem, 
Failsworth,  Liverpool,  Manchester  and  Salford,  Nuneaton,  Stockport,  and 
Warrington  : — 


CO-OPERATIVE    PARLIAMENTARY    REPRESENTATION 
COMMITTEE. 

(a)  That  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee 
should  be  solely  responsible  to  and  elected  from  the  Co-operative  Union,  but 
a  National  Advisory  Council  should  also  be  formed  consisting  of  the  members 
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of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee,  together  with 
the  representatives  from  the  two  Wholesale  Societies  and  other  Co-operative 
Organisations,  of  which  Congress  shall  approve,  also  a  representative  of  each 
society  or  group  of  societies  in  whose  area  an  approved  co-operative  Parlia- 
mentary candidate  is  being  run,  together  with  a  small  number  of  repre- 
sentatives from  other  societies  subscribing  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund,  and 
that  the  Survey  Committee  consider  and  present  a  report  to  the  Central  Board 
within  six  months  for  circulation  to  the  sections  and  district  associations  in 
sufficient  time  for  consideration  previous  to  next  year's  Congress  as  to  tlie 
number  and  method  of  election  of  the  Committee  and  Council,  and  their 
duties  and  the  organisations  which  should  be  represented  thereon* 

(b)  That  the  constitution  of  tlie  Co-operative  Representation  Committee 
should  be  amended  at  the  Liverpool  Congress  in  order  to  provide  for  an 
Emergency  Committee  to  take  the  place  of  the  existing  Co-operative  Parlia- 
mentary Representation  Committee,  and  to  act  until  the  1919  Congress,  such 
committee  to  consist  of  ecfual  representation  from  each  Sectional  Board,  and 
the  societies  in  each  section  that  subscribe  to  the  fund,  together  with  one 
representative  from  each  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies  and  from 
auxiliary  bodies  connected  with  the  movement. 

25.    JOINT   EXHIBITIONS   COMMITTEE. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  Directors  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  actirg  upoa  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  Congress,  reconsidered 
their  previous  decision  to  withdraw  their  representatives  from  this  committee 
They  intimated  to  the  Co-operative  Union  that  they  had  now  agreed  to  cancel 
the  notice  withdrawing  their  representatives  from  the  Joint  Exhibitions  Com- 
mittee, and  that  they  would  be  prepared  to  act  on  the  said  committee  and  take 
part  in  joint  exliibitions  when  required. 

Owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  war  no  meetings  of  the  committee  have 
been  held  during  the  year. 

26.    JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  TRADE-UNIONISTS  AND 
CO-OPERATORS. 

REPORT  OP  THE   COMMITTEE. 
The  committee  during  the  past  year  was  constituted  as  follows  : — 

Representing  the    Co-operative   Union :     Messrs.  R.  R.  Ch appall,    G. 

Major,  R.  Rowsell,  and  A.  Whitehead. 
Representing  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee  : 
Messrs.   C.   W.   Bowerman,   M.P.,   P.   Bramley,   H.   Gosling,  and 
J.  W.  Ogden. 

The  committee  has  met  on  three  occasions  since  last  Congress,  viz., 
Ist  August,  24th  August,   1917,  and   Ist  March,   1918. 
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At  the  first  meeting  two  cases  were  submitted  for  arbitration  ;  the 
first  case  was  on  behalf  of  a  baker  who  had  been  dismissed  from  the  employ 
of  the  Gloucester  Co-operative  Society. 

Representatives  from  the  Bakers'  Union  and  Mr.  Shewell  attended, 
also  three  representatives  from  the  Gloucester  Co-operative  Society.  Mr. 
Shewell  stated  his  case,  which  was  stipplemented  by  Mr.  Banfield,  on  behalf 
of  the  Operative  Bakers'  Union,  after  which  Mr.  Burlton  (the  chairman  of 
the  Gloucester  Society)  stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  society.  Mr. 
Rowe  (the  foreman  baker)  supplementing. 

After  hearing  the  evidence  from  both  sides,  the  matter  was  carefvilly 
considered,  and  the  following  resolution  adopted  : — 

From  the  evidence  given  before  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade- 
unionists  and  Co-operators  at  its  meeting  held  on  Wednesday, 
1st  August,  1917,  it  appears  that  A.  H.  Shewell  has  not  shown 
that   readiness   to   comply  with   the  foreman's   orders   which 
he  ought  to  have  done,  but  under  the  abnorraal  circumstances 
and  punishment  which  would  fall  upon  him  the  committee 
is  of  opinion  that  the  Gloucester  Co-operative  Society  might 
give  Mr.  Shewell  another  opportimity  and  reinstate  him. 
The  second  case  referred  to  an  application  which  had  been  made  to 
the  Alcester  Society  for  war  bonus  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  National 
Union   of   Clerks,   and   was   submitted   to   the   coramittee  for   arbitration. 
Representatives  from  the  National  Union  of  Clerks  and  the  society  were 
received  and  gave  particulars.     Mr.  Elvin  stated  the  case  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Union  of  Clerks,  and  Mr.  Morris  on  behalf  of  the  society.     The 
claim  made  by  the  National  Union  of  Clerks  was  for  a  25  per  cent  war  bonus, 
whereas  the  society  maintained  that  consideration  had  been  given  to  the 
increased  cost  of  living  when  making  substantial  advances  to  the  clerks. 

After  hearing  particulars  from  both  sides,  the  following  decision  was 
come  to  : — 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators  recognise 
that  the  society  had  taken  into  account  the  increased  cost  of 
living  when  revising  the  wages  of  the  office  staff.     The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  award  the  following  ae  a  war  bonus,  viz.  : — 
6s.  per  week  to  he  paid  to  the  men,  Messrs.  Devey,  Simons, 
and  Hopkins  ;  and  to  the  female  clerks,  Misses  Hunt  and  Crick, 
at  the  rate  of  4s.  per  week.     This  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  war 
bonus,  and  not  as  a  permanent  increase  of  wages. 
A  further  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  conamittee  by  the  Alcester 
Society  to  which  the  National  Union  of  Clerks  took  exception,  ae  this  was 
not  in  their  view  a  matter  for  arbitration.     It  referred  to  the  suspension 
of  some  of  the  clerks  through  their  refusal  to  undertake  certain  work  when 
demanded  by  the  secretary,  and  the  society  had  paid  wages  during  the  time 
of  svispension,  under  protest,  and  they  wished  the  committee  to  adjudicate 
on  this.     The  committee,  however,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  view 
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of  the  legal  position  respecting  the  payment  of  wages  to  the  men  when  under 
suspension  they  could  not  make  any  award. 

At  the  second  meeting  held  in  Manchester  correspondence  was  sub- 
mitted in  reference  to  the  award  given  in  the  Gloucester  case  at  the  last 
meeting.  The  Operative  Bakers'  Union  complained  that  the  Gloucester 
Co-operative  Society  hsid  not  carried  out  the  award,  and  had  not  reinstated 
Mr.  Shewell.  The  Gloucester  Society  asked  for  an  interpretation  of  the 
award. 

After  consideration,  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  reply  to  the  society 
to  the  effect  that  the  first  part  of  the  award  means  that  we  found  Shewell 
guilty  of  a  lack  of  discipline  ;  the  second  portion  meaning  that  we  consider 
the  punishment  meted  out  to  him  too  severe,  and  therefore  that  Shewell 
should  be  re-engaged. 

It  was  also  decided  to  ask  the  Gloucester  Society  and  the  Bakers'  Union 
to  meet  together  with  a  view  to  an  amicable  settlement. 

Letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Union  of  Clerks, 
asking  whether  the  award  given  in  the  Alcester  case  by  the  committee  at 
its  last  meeting  was  in  addition  to  the  war  bonus  being  paid  by  the  society 
at  that  time.  The  committee  authorised  the  secretary  to  reply  stating 
that  it  was  not  an  addition,  but  the  total  war  bonus  to  be  paid  to  the 
individuals  named. 

A  suggestion  made  by  a  representative  at  the  last  Trades  Union  Congress 
to  the  effect  that  Regulation  No.  10  of  the  rules  and  regulations  governing 
this  committee  be  deleted  was  referred  by  the  Congress  for  consideration 
by  this  committee.     The  regulation  is  as  follows  : — 

Any  society  or  body  of  employees  acting  contrary  to  these  rules 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  wrong  until  work  has  been  resumed 
and  the  matter  in  dispute  referred  to  and  dealt  with  by  the 
committee  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  rules. 
The  matter  was  discussed,  and  it  was  decided  to  defer  further  con- 
sideration until  after  the  Trades  Union  Congress. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  at  Leicester  on  1st  March,  1918,  to  consider 
demands  made  upon  three  societies  by  the  National  Union  of  Clerks  for 
increased  war  bonus,  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Nottingham  Society,  for  a  war  bonus  of  10s.  per  week  to 
clerks  18  years  of  age  and  over,  and  5s.  per  week  to  clerks  under 
18  years  of  age.  The  society  had  made  an  offer,  but  this  was  not 
accepted  by  the  Union,  and  they  then  asked  for  the  arbitration 
of  this  committee.  The  society  was  only  \villing  to  accept 
arbitration  on  condition  that  the  question  of  payment  during 
sickness  was  also  dealt  with.  The  Union  objected  to  this,  con- 
tending that  the  clerks  were  legally  entitled  to  wages  during  sick- 
ness. Representatives  from  both  sides  were  heard,  but  in  the 
absence  of  agreement  on  the  point  mentioned  the  committee 
declined  to  arbitrate. 


Report  of  Central  Board.  171 

(6)  Rugby  Society,  for  a  war  bonus  of  15s.  per  week  for  clerks 
18  years  of  age  and  over,  and  7s.  6d.  per  week  for  those  under  18 
years  of  age.  Representatives  were  heard  from  both  sides  and 
particulars  were  given  of  the  wages  and  bontis  paid  to  each  employee. 
After  full  consideration  it  was  resolved — 

That  we  award  a  total  war  bonus  of  12s.  per  week  to  all  em- 
ployees 18  years  of  age  and  over,  and  7s.  6d.  per  week  to 
employees  under  18  years  of  age,  the  same  to  operate  as 
and  from  the  first  pay-day  in  January,  1918. 
(c)  Alcester   Society,   that  the  bonus  should   be  increased   to 
20s.,  6s.  of  which  should  be  payable  as  from   12th  October,  1917, 
and  the  balance  from  1st  December,  1917.     The  society  contended 
that  this  demand  was  excessive,  and  drew  attention  to  the  award 
given  by  this   committee  on   1st  August,    1917.     With  regard   to 
the  present  demand  they  had  offered  an  additional  bonus  of   7s. 
and  5s.,  but  this  was  not  accepted.     Full  particulars  of  the  wages 
and  bonus  being  paid  at  the  present  time  were  submitted,  and  after 
consideration  the  following  award  was  made  : — 

That  the  war  bonus  to  be  paid  to  all  the  clerical  staff  of  the 
Alcester   Society  be   increased  by  7s.  per  week,  same  to 
be  paid  as  and  from  the  first  pay-day  in  January,  1918. 
C.  W.  BowEEMAN,   I        Joint 
A.  Whitehead,         j   Secretaries. 

27.     UNITED  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  OF  TRADE-UNIONISTS 
AND  CO-OPERATORS. 

At  the  Birmingham  Trades  Union  Congress  held  in  September,  1916, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  and  submitted  to  the  Swansea  Co- 
operative Congress,  which  accepted  the  proposal  and  authorised  the  Central 
Board  of  the  Co -operative  Union  to  appoint  six  representatives  to  meet  a 
similar  number  to  be  appointed  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary 
Committee  : — 

The  Trades  Union  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  the  development  of 
the  co-operative  movement  is  essential  to  an  active  trade- 
miion  movement,  and  invites  the  Co-operative  Union  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  six  to  meet  a  similar  nvunber  appointed  by  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  to  prepare  plans  for  mutual  assistance 
in  developing  the  productive,  distributive,  and  banking 
activities  of  the  co-operative  movement ;  always  providing 
that  the  co-operative  movement,  as  represented  by  the  Co- 
operative Union  Limited,  is  prepared  to  recognise  the  trade- 
union  rates  of  wages  and  conditions  of  employment  as  laid 
down  by  the  trade  unions  affiliated  to  the  Trades  Union 
Congress. 
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The  Council  has  been  constituted  as  follows  : — 

Representing   the   Co-operative   Union  :    Messrs.    R.    Fleming,   G. 
Goodenough,   W.    MiUerchip,   W.    H.    Watkins,   D     Williams, 
G.  Wilson,  and  A.  Whitehead,  secretary. 
Representing    the    Trades    Union    Congress    Parliamentary    Com- 
mittee :  Messrs.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.  (secretary),  F.  Bramley, 
H.    Gosling,   J.   W.    Ogden,    G.    H.    Stuart-Bvinning,   J,  Hill, 
and  W.  Thome,  M.P. 
At  the  first  meeting  an  informal  and  free  discussion  took  place  upon 
the  various  subjects  which   could   be  dealt  with   under  the   terms  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  representatives  of  both  movements 
should  meet  separately  prior  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  full  council,  so  as  to 
formulate  proposals  to  be  submitted. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ordinary  business  the  question  of  Excess  Profits 
Duty,  as  applied  to  co-operative  societies,  was  discussed,  and  a  resolution 
passed  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  The  Food 
Controller  and  sugar  supplies  was  next  dealt  with,  and  a  resolution  adopted 
which  was  sent  to  the  Food  Controller. 

At  the  second  meeting  the  council  considered  the  proposals  formulated 
by  both  sides,  having  for  their  object  the  bringing  of  the  trade  union  and 
co-operative  movements  into  closer  iinity,  which,  after  discvission,  were  in 
principle  unanimously  endorsed  and  a  sub-committee  was  appointed  for 
the  purpose  of  harmonising  the  two  sets  of  proposals. 

The  council  then  proceeded  to  consider  matters  of  importance  to  both 
movements,  the  first  was  in  connection  with  the  recommendations  embodied 
in  the  report  recently  issued  by  the  sub-committee  of  the  Reconstruction 
Committee,  in  which  it  was  suggested  that  a  National  Committee  should  be 
formed  to  deal  with  matters  affecting  the  co-operative  movement,  upon 
which  representatives  of  the  Trades  Union  Congrsss  Parlamentary  Committee 
and  the  Co-operative  Union  should  be  appointed,  the  following  resolution 
being  tmanimously  adopted  : — 

That  any  joint  council  constituted  under  the  Government  recon- 
struction proposals  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  co-operative 
employment    should    consist    of    representatives    of    the    Co- 
operative Union  and  unions  affiliated  to  or  eligible  for  recog- 
nition by  the  Trades  Union  Congress. 
The  second  matter  dealt  with  was  the  formation  of  Local  Food  Control 
Committees  which  the  Food  Controller  was  about  to  set  up.     The  joint 
representatives  ex-pressed  the  opinion  that  working-class  interests  should  be 
more  adequately  represented  than  was  foreshadowed,  and  it  was  agreed 
that  communications  should  be  addressed  to   Lord  Rhondda  and  to  Mr. 
Clynes  expressing  the  hope  that  instructions  might  be  given  to  local  control 
officers  to  place  representatives  of  the  co-operative  movement  upon  these 
committees. 

The  Council  again  met  and  considered  the  following  statement  of  the 
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objects  which   the  Advisory  Council  should   endeavour  to  secure,  subject 
to   the  endorsement  of  their  respective  committees  and  membership  : — 

General  Statement  of  Objects  to  be  Furthered  and  Attained. 

1.  That,  having  regard  to  the  mutual  interests  of  the  trades  union  and 
co-operative  movements,  the  need  for  promoting  a  better  understanding, 
a  closer  working  agreement,  the  carrying  out  of  a  joint  programme  for 
educational  and  practical  purposes  without  in  any  way  interfering  with  the 
separate  and  distinct  functions  of  either  constituent  body,  and  the  decision 
of  the  co-operative  movement  to  recognise  the  trade  union  rates  of  wages 
and  conditions  of  employment  as  laid  down  by  the  unions  affiliated  to  the 
Trades  Union  Congress,  it  is  incumbent  upon  all  trade-unionists  to  become 
active  members  of  their  local  co-operative  societies.  As  those  employed 
in  the  co-operative  movement  will  be  guaranteed  the  trade  union  rates 
of  wages  and  conditions  of  employment,  it  is  equally  incumbent  upon 
co-operative  societies  to  encourage  all  their  employees  to  become  members 
of  their  respective  trade  organisations. 

2.  The  establishment  of  friendly  and  cordial  relationships  between  all 
branches  of  the  co-operative  movement  and  their  employees,  so  that  all 
differences  as  to  wages  and  conditions  of  service  may  be  mutually  and 
satisfactorily  adjusted  before  any  cessation  of  labour  takes  place.  (The 
foregoing  provisions  are  not  intended  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  work 
of  the  existing  joint  committee.) 

3.  The  consideration  of  how  far  it  is  practically  possible  for  the  surplus 
capital  of  the  respective  movements  to  be  utilised  for  the  promotion  and 
development  of  co-operative  enterprise,  and  making  of  recommendations 
thereon. 

4.  The  examination  of  the  facilities  for  banking  and  insurance  now 
offered  by  the  co-operative  movement,  to  see  where  these  can  be  extended 
and  improved  or  made  more  adaptable  to  working-class  requirements, 
especially  with  regard  to  the  provision  of  facilities  through  the  various 
co-operative  stores  in  the  country,  so  that  cheques  presented  by  trade  unions 
can  be  honoured  in  such  manner  as  will  best  meet  the  convenience  of  the 
trade  unions  and  the  co-operative  societies. 

5.  The  consideration  of  how  far  it  is  desirable  and  possible  to  ensure 
the  unrestricted  distribution  of  food  supplies,  or  the  payment  of  benefit 
during  important  trade  disputes  by  issuing  through  the  various  branches 
of  the  co-operative  movement  food  coupons  or  loans  from  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society's  bank  on  the  security  of  trade  union  assets. 

6.  That  not  only  is  it  imperative  that  trade-unionists  should  them- 
selves become  members  of  co-operative  societies,  but  that  both  husband 
and  wife  should  become  members,  and  take  a  joint  interest  in  the  progress 
and  development  of  the  society,  since  both  are  equally  concerned  in  its 
well-being,  and  we  r&commend  that  where  the  present  rules  prohibit  hvisband 
and  wife  from  both  being  members,  societies  should  amend  their  rules  so 
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as  to  admit  of  open  membership.     We  also  recommend  the  abolition  of  the 
entrance  fee. 

7.  The  preparation  and  distribution  of  suitable  literature  with  the 
view  of  influencing  the  officials  and  members  of  the  trade  union  movement 
to  take  a  more  decided  and  active  interest  in  co-operation,  and  for  influencing 
the  officials  and  members  of  the  co-operative  movement  to  become  members 
of  their  respective  trade  organisations,  and  that  for  the  proper  carrying 
out  of  this  object,  each  should  notify  the  other  and  ask  for  support  when 
any  meetings  are  being  convened  by  either  body  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ducting propaganda  work. 

These  objects  have  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  delegates 
attending  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  and  endorsed  by  the  National 
Emergency  Conference  convened  by  the  Co-operative  Union.  At  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  further  information  was  desired  upon  the  clause  referring 
to  co-operative  banking,  therefore  a  joint  meeting  with  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and  the  bank  manager  was 
arranged  and  the  points  submitted.  A  most  useful  discussion  took  place 
which  convinced  the  representatives  from  the  trade  union  side  that  the 
Co-operative  WTiolesale  Society  could  successfully  vindertake  the  banking 
to  the  mutual  advantage  of  all  parties  concerned. 

Since  the  joint  meeting  the  Manager  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society's  Bank  has  put  in  writing  replies  to  the  questions  raised,  which 
letter  is  being  used  as  a  means  of  proving  to  the  respective  trade  unions 
the  advantages  which  may  be  gained  by  their  banking  in  the  co-operative 
movement. 

It  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  conferences  jointly  arranged 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  and  discussing  the  scheme,  at  which  a  paper, 
now  in  course  of  preparation,  will  be  submitted  for  discussion,  also  leaflets 
for  distribution  will  be  prepared. 

C.  W.  BowERMAN,  )        Joint 
A.  Whitehead,        [  Secretaries. 

28.     CO-OPERATIVE     DEFENCE    COMMITTEE. 

REPORT   OP   THE   COMMITTEE. 
The  constitution  of  this  committee  has  been  as  follows  : — 

Representing  the    Co-operative    Union    Ltd. :    Messrs.  J.   Morrell,   J. 

Murdoch,  R.  Rowsell,  and  J.  G.  Shacklock. 
Representing    the    Go-operative    Wholesale    Society:    Messrs.    A.    W. 

Golightly,  G.  Hayhurst,  W.  Hemingway,  and  T.  E.  Shotton. 
Representing  the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation :  Mr.  R.  Halstead. 
Since  last  Congress  this  committee   has  not  been   called   together  as  no 
business  of  sufficient  importance  has  transpired  to  warrant  a  meeting. 

A  case  has,  however,  been  submitted  to  each  member  for  consideration  and 
vote  as  to  whether  a  sum  should  be  granted  from  the  Defence  Fund  to  an 
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individual  who  stated  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the  manager  of  the  firm  by 
whom  he  was  employed  to  send  in  his  resignation,  or  resign  his  position  on  the 
committee  of  the  local  co-operative  society.  Instead  of  refusing  to  do  as  suggested 
he  resigned,  otherwise  his  case  might  have  been  more  favourably  considered.  He 
had  taken  over  a'small  poultry  farm  which  would  not  be  remunerative  for  some 
time,  hence  his  request  for  consideration. 

The  decision  of  the  members  of  the  committee  was  against  a  grant  being 
made. 


THE  CENTRAL  BOARD. 


29.     HONORARY    MEMBERS. 

The   following  gentlemen    are    submitted    for   appointment    as    honorary 
members  of  the  Central  Board  for  the  coming  Congress  year.      They  have  been 
recommended  by  their  Sectional  Boards  and  approved  by  the  United  Board. 
Section.  Members. 

Irish    Mr.  R.  Fleming. 

Midland Messrs.   E.   L.  Griffiths,   D.   Mc.Innes,   S.   Redfern, 

W.  W.  Smith,  and  G.  Woodhouse. 

Northern    Messrs.  H.  R.  Bailey,  W.  Crooks,  and  J.  Murdoch. 

North-Western Messrs.  C.  J.  Beckett  and  H.  Stuttard. 

Scottish Messrs.  D.  H.  Gerrard,  J.  Lochhead  and  A.  Meldrum. 

Southern    Messrs.  A.  H.  D.  Acland,   A.   W.   Golightly,  E.  O. 

Greening,  and  H.  J.  May. 

South-Western Messrs.  A.  Bullock  and  H.  Westbury. 

Western Mr.  E.  R.  Wood. 

30.     DECEASED   MEMBERS  OF  THE   BOARD. 

Since  last  Congress  we  have  to  record  the  death  of  two  members  of  the 
Board,  viz.,  Mr.  C.  Vaughan  (of  Plymouth)  and  Mr.  J.  M.  WJlkie  (Scottish 
Section).  At  the  time  of  death  Mr.  Vaughan  was  an  honorary  member  of  the 
Board,  being  elected  as  such  in  1914.  He  had  previously  served  as  an 
ordinary  member  of  the  South- Western  Board  for  eleven  years,  being  elected 
in  1898  to  1906  and  from  1911  to  1914. 

Mr.  Vaughan  was  an  energetic  worker,  and  during  his  lengthy  connection 
with  the  co-operative  movement  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  cause  in  the 
West)  of  England,  and  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation  of  his 
services. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Wilkie,  member  of  th»  Scottish  Sectional  Board,  met  with  an 
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untimely  death  on  16th  March,  1918.  During  the  afternoon  of!  that  day  he 
had  attended  a  meeting  in  coraiection  with  the  Scottish  Section,  and  in  the 
evening  addressed  a  meeting  of  women  workers  in  Edinburgh,  leaving  that 
city  for  his  home  late  in  the  evening.  During  the  early  hours  of  Sunday 
morning  his  body  was  found  on  the  railway  not  far  from  hie  home. 

Mr.  Wilkie  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  for  eight  years,  and  hajs  taken 
a  most  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  movement,  his  services  aa  a  speaker 
being  in  very  great  request. 

We  desire  to  express  our  sincere  sjnnpathy  and  condolence  with  his  widow 
and  family,  and  to  record  our  great  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by 
him  to  the  cause  of  co-operation. 


THE     SECTIONS. 


31.     REPORTS  OF  THE  SECTIONS. 

At  the  end  of  this  report  will  be  found  details  of  the  work  done  by  the 
Sections  and  District  Associations,  but  below  we  give  some  of  the  principal 
matters  dealt  with  in  these  reports,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  them  before  your 
notice. 

(1)  Ireland. 

(a)  Propaganda. — Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  Congress  year 
Mr.  Fleming,  who  was  then  the  organiser,  was  elected  to  the  directorate 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  accordingly  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion. The  United  Board  appointed  Mr.  W.  M.  Knox  to  the  position,  and  he 
has  been  working  most  energetically  since  his  appointment. 

Mj.  Fleming,  being  a  public  auditor,  undertook  the  audit  of  many 
societies'  accounts.  Mr.  Knox  has  been  able  to  undertake  this  work  up  to 
a  certain  point,  then  Mr.  Fleming  has  completed  the  work  and  signed  the 
annual  returns. 

(6)  New  Societies. — Three  new  societies  have  been  registered  since  last 
Congress,  and  in  two  other  instances  societies  have  not  succeeded  in  getting 
a  start  made  in  business.  The  share  capital  collected  has  been  retained  in 
the  bank  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  more  favourable  circumstances  arising. 
In  Londonderry  there  has  been  appointed  a  provisional  committee,  which  has 
made  fair  progress  in  collecting  capital. 

(c)  Conferences. — The  annual  joint  conference  of  the  Northern  and 
Southern  districts  was  held  in  Dublin,  when  Mr.  A.  Mann  introduced  the 
Survey  Committee's  report  to  last  Congress. 

The  Northern  district  conference  was  held  at  Lisburn,  when  a  paper  was 
read  on  "  The  Situation  in  Ireland  with  resn^ct  to  Food  Production  and  the 
Relationship  of  the  Consumer  thereto." 
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The  Southern  district  conference  met  at  Dublin  and  discussed  Mr.  May's 
paper  on  "  Income  Tax." 

A  special  conference  of  managers,  secretaries,  and  committee-men  was 
held  in  Belfast  to  consider  a  paper  on  "  Salesmanship." 

(2)  Midland. 

(a)  Conferences. — Two  conferences  have  been  held  at  three  different 
centres  on  the  same  days,  at  which  the  "  Report  of  the  Survey  Conunittee  as 
Presented  to  Last  Congress "  and  "  Farming  by  Distributive  Co-operative 
Societies  "  were  considered.  A  joint  conference  was  held  in  connection  with 
the  Educational  Committees'  Association  and  the  Central  Education  Com- 
mittee, in  connection  with  the  week-end  school  held  at  Woodbrooke  Settle- 
ment, Bournville,  at  which  "Educational  Reconstruction"  was  considered. 

(b)  Propaganda. — The  Sectional  Board  has  again  done  some  good  work 
during  the  summer  months  by  open-air  meetings,  and  during  the  winter  has 
held  inside  meetings. 

(c)  Hours  and  Wages  Boards. — Hours  and  Wages  Boards  have  been  set 
up  in  each  district,  with  beneficial  results. 

(d)  Convalescent  Fund. — The  Convalescent  Fund  continues  to  make 
progress,  showing  marked  increases  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

(e)  Holyoake  Centenary. — Special  mention  is  made  of  the  Holyoake 
Centenary  meetings  held  at  Birmingham  in  the  early  part  of  1917. 

(/)  General. — The  following  matters  have  received  the  attention  of  the 
Board  during  the  year  : — "Direct  Representation,"  "Income  Tax  and  Excess 
Profits  Duty,"  "  Educational  Work." 

(3)  Northern. 

(a)  Hours  and  Wages  Board. — The  Northern  Sectional  Board  has  been 
constituted  as  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  with  power  to  call  in  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  Executive  of  the  District  Association  of  the  district 
directly  affected  by  any  dispute,  and,  for  consultative  purposes,  representatives 
from  the  societies  immediately  affected. 

(6)  Conferences. — A  special  conference  was  held  at  Newcastle,  to  consider 
proposals  put  forward  by  the  Managers  and  Secretaries'  Association  for 
payment  of  salaries  based  upon  sales. 

Conferences  have  also  been  held  to  consider  the  question  of  setting  up 
in  each  district  a  "Wages  Advisory  Committee"  and  the  question  of  "  Pay- 
ment of  War  Bonus  to  Substituted  Female  Labour." 

(c)  Federation. — The  policy  of  federation,  especially  of  comparatively 
small  societies  in  suitable  geographical  areas,  has  for  some  time  been  the 
policy  of  the  Sectional  Board.  It  is  reported  that  societies  are  beginning  to 
recognise  this,  and  a  movement  is  on  foot  in  one  district  having  for  its  object 
the  federation  of  six  or  seven  societies. 

(d)  General. — Several  matters  of  interest  are  dealt  with  in  the  report, 
viz.,  "Windy  Nook  Tragedy  Fund,"  "Congress  of  1919,"  "Conciliation 
Board." 
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(e)  Convalescent  Home. — The  balance  sheet  of  the  Gilsland  Convalescent 
Home  shows  a  net  deficiency  of  £1,187  Os.  lid.,  and  the  directors  are  asking 
shareholders  to  agree  to  a  temporaryl  revision  of  charges. 

(/)  Obituary. — The  report  closes  with  an  obituary  notice  of  an  old 
co-operator,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  movement  in  the  North. 

(4)  North- Western. 

(a)  Conferences. — Conferences  have  been  held  as  follows : — (1)  At 
Bradford,  when  "  The  National  Policy  and  Programme"  was  introduced.  (2) 
Two  joint  conferences  under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Education  Committee, 
Educational  Committees'  Association,  and  the  Sectional  Board,  at  Bolton  and 
Huddersfield,  the  subject  for  discussion  being  Mr.  Fisher's  "  Education  Bill." 
(3)  A  joint  conference  convened  by  the  Executive  of  the  Manchester  District 
Conference  Association  and  the  Committee  of  the  Defence  Association  was 
held  in  Manchester,  when  addresses  were  given  by  Messrs.  R.  Smillie  and 
H.  J.  May.  The  annual  conference  for  consideration  of  the  sectional  and 
district  reports  was  held  at  Leeds. 

(6)  Sectional  Demonstration. — Although  no  sectional  demonstration  and 
choir  contest  has  been  held,  the  Board  reports  that  the  membership  of  the 
Choral  Association  has  been  well  maintained. 

(c)  Amalgamation  and  Federation. — One  amalgamation  has  been  effected, 
and  in  two  other  instances  efforts  have  been  made  to  bring  about  amalgama- 
tion, but  unsuccessfully.  The  attempt  to  form  a  federation  of  co-operative 
societies  in  Manchester  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  co-operative  emporium 
on  lines  similar  to  the  large  company  shops,  owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
war,  has  ibeen  abandoned  for  the  present. 

{d)  Parliamentary  Representation. — Energetic  measures  have  been  taken 
to  keep  this  subject  to  the  fore,  and  the  matter  is  receiving  attention. 

(e)  Jubilee  Congress. — Special  mention  is  made  of  the  Jubilee  Congress 
and  the  reasons  for  its  transference  from  Manchester  to  Liverpool. 

(/)  General. — The  report  deals  with  other  subjects  considered  by  the 
Board  : — "  Convalescent  Homes,"  "  Organisation  of  Allotment  Holders," 
"  Hours  and  Wages  Boards,"  and  reports  the  formation  of  two  societies  in 
the  North  Wales  district. 

(5)  Scottish. 

(a)  Eighteenth  Annual  Scottish  Conference. — This  conference  was  held 
at  Falkirk,  when  there  was  a  record  attendance.  The  annual  reports  of  the 
Section  and  District  Associations  were  submitted  and  passed,  and  resolutions 
on  ten  subjects  were  adopted. 

(6)  Joint  Meeting. — The  annual  joint  meeting  of  the  Sectional  Board  and 
representatives  from  the  District  Conference  Associations  was  held  in  Glasgow, 
when  the  question  of  setting  up  a  Defence  Committee  was  considered. 

(c)  Special  Conferences. — Two  special  conferences  have  been  held,  at 
which  the  following  subjects  were  considered  : — "  Co-operative  Policy  and 
Programme,"  and  "  The  Necessity  for  a  Compulsory  System  of  Rationing." 
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(d)  Propaganda. — The  National  Propaganda  Committee  has  been  very 
active  during  the  year,  making  its  object  not  so  much  to  create  new  members 
as  to  educate  present  members  on  the  principles  and  ideals  of  industrial 
co-operation.  Over  fifty  public  meetings  have  been  held,  covering  every  part 
of  Scotland.     The  meetings  have,  with  few  exceptions,  been  very  satisfactory. 

(e)  Convalescent  Homes. — The  report  states  that  the  effect  of  the  war 
has  had  a  serious  effect  on  the  Convalescent  Homes,  which  shows  a  heavy 
deficiency  in  the  maintenance  account.  The  efforts  to  raise  a  fund  for  the 
extension  of  the  Mothers  and  Children's  Home  has  been  successful. 

(/)  General. — Among  other  matters  contained  in  the  report  the  following 
are  mentioned: — "Political  Matters,"  "Joint  Advisory  Committee,"  "War 
Emergency  Committee,''  "Representation  on  Live  Stock  Commissions," 
"  Organisation  of  Allotment  Holders,"  "  Legal  Matters,"  "  Annual  Fraternal 
Gathering." 

(6)  Southern. 

(a)  Progress. — The  report  opens  with  particulars  of  the  progress,  compiled 
from  information  supplied  direct  by  the  societies  in  the  section.  This  ie  most 
satisfactory 

(b)  Conferences. — Five  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year,  four 
in  London  and  one  at  Norwich,  the  subjects  considered  being  : — "  The 
Sectional  Annual  Report,"  "  Annual  Co-operative  Policy  and  Programme," 
"Direct  Representation,"  and  "Food  Problems." 

(c). — Propaganda. — ^Th©  problems  of  organisation  and  propaganda  in  the 
London  area  have  received  much  attention,  a  scheme  having  been  drafted 
and  an  application  made  to  the  United  Board  for  financial  aseistance. 

(d)  Hours  and  Wages  Boards. — Hours  and  Wages  Boards  have  been  set 
up  in  each  district. 

(e)  Boundary  Agreements. — Boundaries  have  been  agreed  upon  between 
several  societies  in  the  section,  and  efforts  are  being  made  to  arrange  in  other 
districts  where  overlapping  exists. 

(/)  New  Societies. — It  is  reported  that  three  new  societies  have  been 
formed  during  the  year,  and  in  another  district  the  promoters  of  a  new  society 
were  advised  to  join  an  existing  society.  This  has  been  done  and  a  branch 
opened  in  the  district;  this  appears  to  be  progressing  favourably. 

(g)  General. — Special  reports  are  given  of  the  Convalescent  Fund  and  the 
Choral  Association,  and  thd  following  subjects  are  included  in  the  sectional 
report: — "Organisation  of  Allotment  Holders,"  "Income  Tax  Menace,'' 
"District  Organisation,"  "Education  Committee,"  "Co-operative  Schools," 
"Literature  and  Lantern  Slides." 

(7)  South- We  sTBRNv 

(a)  Amalgamation.— The  Sectional  Board  has  again  been  working  with  a 
view  to  bringing  about  amalgamation  of  societies  in  various  districts,  and 
reports  success  in  one  district. 

(b)  Propaganda. — A  permanent  organiser  has  been  working  during  the 
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past  year  in  the  Devon  district  with  marked  success.    In  other  districts  special 
propaganda  work  has  been  undertaken. 

(c)  Hours  and  Wages  Board. — The  Sectional  Board  constituted  itself  as 
the  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  and  this  action  has  been  confirmed  by  a  majority 
of  the  societies  in  the  section. 

(d)  Sectional  Conferences. — Two  sectional  conferences  have  been  held  at 
Plymouth  and  Exeter,  when  the  subjects  discussed  were  "  Educational  Recon- 
struction "  and  "National  Rationing  of  Food." 

(e)  Convalescent  Fund. — A  special  report  of  this  fund  is  given,  from 
which  it  will  be  noted  progress  has  been  made. 

(8)  Western. 

(a)  Progress. — The  report  states  that  the  general  trend  of  societies  in  the 
section  has  been  one  of  progress  and  increase,  and  would  have  been  greater 
but  for  the  scarcity  of  supplies. 

(b)  Conferences. — Two  conferences  have  been  held,  the  first  at  Gloucester, 
when  Professor  F.  Hall  gave  an  address  on  the  "  Extended  Programme  of 
Co-operative  Education."  The  second  was  held  at  Cardiff,  when  the  subject 
considered  was  "  Food  Rationing." 

(c)  Hours  and  Wages  Board. — The  Sectional  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has 
had  a  strenuous  and  anxious  time,  considering  a  demand  for  very  large 
increases  and  amended  conditions  of  labour  for  the  whole  of  South  Wales  and 
Monmouthshire. 

(d)  General. — The  four  District  Associations  continue  to  regularly  carry 
on  useful  work.  Early  in  the  year  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Board  and  district 
secretaries  was  held  in  order  to  discuss  the  work  for  the  current  year. 


32.    TRANSFER  OF  SOCIETY. 

The  Llanidloes  Co-operative  Society  has  made  application  to  be  transferred 
from  the  Western  to  the  Midland  Section.  Both  Sections  concerned  are  agree- 
able, but  the  approval  of  Congress  is  required  before  the  transfer  can  be  made. 


FINANCES    OF   THE    UNION. 


33.     RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE. 

The  usual  summary  is  given  below,  showing  the  principal  items  of 
expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the  Co-operative  Union  during  the  year  1917  as 
compared  with  1916. 

Details  of  the  expenditure  appear  in  the  balance-sheet  at  the  end  of  the 
report. 
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Receipts. 

1916. 
£      a.  d. 

Subscriptions  and  Donations 17432  10    1 

Sale  of  Publications    2527    7  11 

Advertising 46  10    0 

Dividend  and  Interest  received 64  17    8 

„  „  „        credited 407  17    2 

Balance  of  Bank  Interest,  Dividend.and  Commission  407  14    5 

Rent  of  Rooms— Holyoake  House 105    2  10 


£20992    0    1 


1917. 

£      a.   d. 

18959  17  11 

2379    8    0 

32    1    6 

77    0    0 

427  10  10 

462    3    7 

86  14    8 

£22424  16    6 


ExPENDirURE. 


1916. 

£    s.    d. 

Congress 1087  19    5 

United  Board  and  Office  Committee 385  12    8 

Central  Board  Meeting 347  13    4 

Joint  Parliamentary  Committee 349  10    1 

Education  Committee 2101  17    8 

Joint  Propaganda  Committee 223    7  10 

Joint  Committee  of  Trade-unionists  and 

Co-operators   39  14  10 

General  Survey  Committee 421    2    3 

Co-operative  Employment  Sub-committee  19    9    2 

National  Conciliation  Board    129    4    2 

Conferences   and   Meetings  attended  on 

behalf  of  United  Board 224    5    8 

Subscriptions  and  Grants 206    0    0 

Legal  Advice 150    6    1 

General  Printing      .   1126  12    2 

Printing— Publications,  &c 2217    7    0 

Central  Office  Expenses    8603    0  11 

Publications  Committee    102  16    2 

Defence  Committee    5  15    8 

Emergency  Conference 

Central    Parliamentary    Representation 

Committee 

Joint   Advisory   Council    (Trades  Union 

Congress) 

Holyoake  Centenary   


£12741  15    1 


Sectional  Expenses : — 

1916. 
£    s.  d. 

•Ireland   259  17    5 

Midland 633    111 

Northern    631    2    8 

North- Western    1315  12  10 

♦Scottish 1404    3    6 

Southern    1186  19    2 

South-Western ,        302  14  10 

Western 302    5    9 


6035  18    1 

18777  13    2 
Balance  of  Income  over  Expenditure 2214    6  11 


£20992    0    1 


1917. 

£  8.  d. 

1600  1  7 

605  16  10 

194  3  4 

896  15  5 

2437  19  0 

154  0  10 

33  3  1 
439  9  1 

91  19  2 

212  9  9 

2!9  4  0 

236  14  0 

1275  19  4 

2315  7  9 

3849  3  3 

65  4  8 

522  0  1 

81  0  0 

82  17  2 
217  3  8 

£15430  12  0 

1917. 

£  s.  d. 

364  7  3 

728  7  8 

665  8  11 

....   1428  8  9 

....   1559  1  6 

....   1257  6  7 

452  15  10 

337  7  6 

6793  4  0 

22223  16  0 
201  0  6 

£22424  16  6 

♦  Under  the  new  system  of  accounts  the  Irish  Section  has  been  debited  with  £50  grant  to 
Women's  Guild  and  the  balance  of  Propagandist  Agent's  expenses,  after  deducting  audit  fees 
received.  The  Scottish  Section  has  been  debited  with  the  grant  to  Women's  Guild  (£175),  legal 
advice  amounting  to  £68.  4s.  yd.,  and  grants  to  Propaganda  Fund  £200. 
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34.     CONTRIBUTIONS   FROM   SOCIETIES. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  an  increase  of  £1527.  Ts.  lOd.  in  the  income  of 
the  Union  from  contributions  as  compared  with  the  previous  year ;  this 
increase  is  considered  very  satisfactory. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  contributions  received  from  the  societies 
in  the  various  sections,  and  also  the  amounts  received  from  publications, 
advertisements,  dividends,  and  interest : — 


1915 
£    s. 
Subscriptions  from  Sections : — 

Ireland    Ill  15     8 

Midland 2,092  8 

Northern    1,783  1 

North- Western 6,707  6 

Scottish 2,336  7 

Southern    2,138  19 

South- Western 568  9 

Western 585  4 


d. 


16,273  11     6 
Other  Receipts — 

Publications,  Adver- 
tising, Dividends, 
Interest,  &c 3,175  18    6 


1916. 
£     s.  d. 

116  18  5 

2,226  14  0 

1,967  15  4 

7,048  15  6 

2,490  0  10 

2,287  10  2 

709  13  9 

585  2  1 

17,432  10  1 


3,559  10  0 


1917. 

£    s.  d. 

143  19  3 

2,518  5  6 

2,111  0  9 

7,540  9  10 

2,672  4  11 

2,558  10  3 

714  0  4 

701  7  1 

18,959  17  11 


3,464  18  7 


£19,449  10  0   £20,992  0  1   £22,424  16  6 


35.    INVESTED  FUNDS. 

The  Union  has  invested  its  surplus  funds  in  the  undermentioned  societies  : — 

£      s.  d. 

English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society — Shares..    1,290    0  0 

„  •    „  „  „  Loans  . .  14,021  16  8* 

Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society — Shares..      880  11  6 

Co-opera,tive  Printing  Society — Shares 50    0  0 

Co-operative  Newspaper  Society — Shares 50    0  0 

„  „  „  Loans   6    8  9 

Kinning  Park  Society—  Shares  and  Loans   26    7  8 

Manchester  and  Salford  Society — Shares 5  15  8 

£16,331     0  3 

*  Includes  £7264.  Is.  6d.  Belgian  Distress;  French  and  Belgian  Societies  ;  and  Anglo-Russian 
Hospital  Funds  in  the  Hands  of  the  Union. 
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36.    CENTRAL  PREMISES. 

Holyoake  House  has  again  been  very  fully  occupied.  Many  of  the  local 
trade  unions  take  advantage  of  the  building  for  holding  their  meetings,  and 
up  to  the  present  we  have  encouraged  this  with  the  idea  of  keeping  in  touch 
with  the  sister  movement.  The  work  of  the  Union  has  however  grown  so  rapidly 
that  we  now  require  nearly  all  the  accommodation  to  carry  it  on  successfully  and 
efficiently.  We  fear  it  will  be  found  necessary  before  long  to  curtail  the  letting 
of  rooms  to  some  of  the  unions.  The  educational  department  of  the  Union 
has  made  good  use  of  the  class  rooms  and  lecture  hall,  and  the  associations 
closely  allied  with  the  Union  have  also  used  the  rooms  frequently. 

We  hinted  in  our  report  last  year  that  when  normal  conditions  were  resumed, 
and  the  members  of^the  staff  now  on  active  service  get  back,  that  to  carry 
out  the  developments  foreshadowed  it  may  be  necessary  to  enlarge  the  present 
premises,  and  when  the  time  arrives  we  shall  have  again  to  appeal  to  the 
generosity  of  the  societies  for  funds  to  enable  this  to  be  done 


GENERAL     MATTERS. 


37.    GENERAL  CO-OPERATIVE  SURVEY. 

Constitution  of  Committee. 

Representing  the  Co-operative  Union. — Messrs.  G.  Bisset,  W.  H.  Bryant, 
W.  T.  Charter,  R.  Fleming,  W.  Gregory,  W.  Millerchip,  J.  Pollitt,  W.  R 
Rae,  and  W.  H.  Watkins. 

Representing  the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation. — Messrs.  R. 
Halstead  and  A.  Mann. 

Representing  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Women's  Guild. — Mrs.  M. 
Hunter. 

Chairman. — Mr.  W.  R.  Rae. 

Secretaries. — Mr.  A.  Wliitehead,  General  Secretary;  Messrs.  T. 
Horrocks,  C.  E.  Wood,  and  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  Assistant  Secretaries. 

Sub-committees. 

Constitution  and  Administration. — Messrs.  W.  Gregory  (chairman), 
W.  T.  Charter,  J.  Pollitt,  and  W.  H.  Watkins.     Secretary  :   Mr.  T.  Horrocks. 

Education. — Messrs.  W.  R.  Rae  (chairman)  and  A.  Mann.  Secretaries  : 
Mr.  C.  E.  Wood  and  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A. 

Production  and  Distribution  (or  Trade  Sub-committees). — Mr.  W.  Miller- 
chip  (chairman),  Mrs.  Hunter,  Messrs.  G.  Bisset,  W.  H.  Bryant,  R.  Fleming, 
and  R.  Halstead.  Secretaries  :  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  and  Mr.  C.  E. 
Wood. 
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THIRD    INTERIM    REPORT. 

Since  the  presentation  of  the  Second  Interim  Report  the  committee  have 
continued  their  work,  which  has  been  much  hampered  by  the  unusually  hea/y 
pressure  of  other  duties  upon  the  committee  and  seci'etaries  due  to  extra 
war-time  work  and  the  depletion  of  the  Union  staff.  Despite  these  difficultiee, 
the  comnaittee,  until  quite  recently,  anticipated  being  able  to  present  a 
complete  report  to  the  1918  Congress,  but  unexpected  difficulties  arose  in 
regard  to  interviews  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  the  Scottish 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  the  English  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society.  The  committee  considered  the  desirability  of  completing  their 
report  without  awaiting  the  views  of  these  organisations ;  but,  having  regard 
to  tlie  vital  importance  to  future  co-operative  development  of  an  assuagement 
of  the  competition  and  unco-operative  feeling  between  associations  of  con- 
sumers and  associations  of  producers,  particularly  in  regard  to  agricultural 
industry,  they  have  deemed  it  better  to  defer  the  presentation  of  their 
recommendations  on  certain  matters  until  they  have  had  a  fuller  opportunity 
of  consulting  those  who  represent  the  various  schools  of  co-operative  thought 
and  practice.  As,  in  their  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest  of  outstanding  co- 
operative problems  is  the  reconciliation  of  producers'  and  consumers'  interests 
in  co-operative  organisation,  they  have  thought  it  wiser — rather  than  present 
a  somewhat  incomplete  report — to  delay  for  a  few  months  the  presentation  of 
their  full  report  and  recommendations  on  matters  connected  therewith  in  order 
that  they  and  Congress  may  liave  the  opportuntiy  of  dealing  in  an  adequate 
manner  with  this  great  problem.  Although  our  inquiries  are  in  an  advanced 
stage,  we  therefore  do  not  present  a  full  report  on  Wholesale  Co-operation, 
Co-operative  Production,  Agricultural  Co-operation,  International  Co-opera- 
tion, Laboui',  and  Welfare  Work,  pending  the  consultations  referred  to,  but 
we  seek  the  permission  of  Congress  to  issue  the  report  to  the  members  of  the 
Union  as  soon  as  it  is  completed,  so  that  the  movement  may  consider  it  fully 
before  the  Congress  of  1919.  We,  therefore,  present  to  Congress  this  year  th^, 
following  reports  : — 

1.  The  Report  and  R'ecommendations  of  the  Constitution  Sub-committee 
dealing  with — 

(a)  The  Constitution  of  the  Co-operative  Union ; 

(b)  The  Administration  of  the  Co-operative  Union ; 

(c)  The  Constitution  of  Distributive  and  Productive  Societies ; 

(rf)  The   Constitution  of  Education  Committees  of  Retail  Distribu- 
tive Societies ; 
(e)  The  Constitution  of  Sectional  Educational  Associations. 
(/)  Overlapping  and  Amalgamation; 
(g)  Federations  within  the  Union — 

(1)  The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies. 

(2)  The  Co-operative  Productive  Feieration. 
(A)  The  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 
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2.  The  Report  and  Recommendations  of  the  Production  and  Distribution 
Sub-committee  (latterly  called  the  Trade  Sub-committee)  dealing  with- — 

(a)  Retail  distributive  co-operation,  and  covering  also  related  matters, 
such  as  Co-operation  and  the  Poor,  Co-operative  Emporiums, 
Co-operative  Hostele,  and  Co-operative  Book  Shops. 

3.  The  Report  and  Recommendations  of  the  Education  Sub-committee  in 
regard  to  the  Co-operative  Press,  this  matter  having  been  referred  back  for 
reconsideration  by  the  Swansea  Congress. 


REPORT   OF   SUB-COMMITTEE   ON 
CONSTITUTION  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  Interim  Report  of  this  committee, 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Lancaster  Congress,  a  statement  was  included 
which  gave  in  detail  the  present  constitution  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and 
certain  suggestions  were  made  for  alteration,  which,  under  present-day 
circumstances,  were  deemed  to  be  necessary.  The  committee  have  conducted 
their  inquiry  so  as  to  -cover,  in  addition  to  the  Union,  all  organisations  of  a 
oo-operative  character  recognised  by  the  movement,  and  have  made  recom- 
mendations with  the  object  of  linking  up  these  organisations  with  the  Union  in 
a  closer  connection  than  has  hitherto  prevailed.  We  propose  first  to  deal  with 
the  constitution  and  administration  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  to  do  this 
effectively  it  is  necessary  to  traverse  some  of  the  ground  already  covered  in 
the  Interim  Report.  The  statements  dealing  with  the  present  constitution 
and  administration  of  the  Union  are  therefore  reprinted  and,  in  the  recom- 
mendations which  follow,  the  conclusions  mentioned  in  the  Interim  Report 
are  again  brought  forward  with  such  alterations  as  have  been  found  necessary, 
together  with  the  additional  recommendations  resulting  from  our  inquiries 
since  the  previous  report.  If  this  report  meets  with  the  approval  of  Congress, 
we  recommend  that  the  Central  Board  be  instructed  to  draft  a  complete 
amendment  of  the  ru'«s  of  the  Union,  based  on  the  recommendations  made, 
and  submit  the  amended  rules  to  the  Congress  of  1919. 

A.— THE    CO-OPERATIVE    UNION    LIMITED. 


PRESENT    CONSTITUTION. 

The  rules  of  the  Union  provide  that  it  shall  consist  of  all  industrial  and 
provident  societies,  joint  stock  companies,  and  other  bodies  corporate,  which 
may  be  admitted  by  the  United  Board.  No  individual  can  be  admitted  as  a 
member. 
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The  Union  at  present  consists  of 

Industrial  and  Pbovident  Societies, 
established    to    carry    out    co-operative    principles   and    practice.       For    the 
purposes  of  co-operative  organisation  the  United  Kingdom  is  divided  into 
geographical  areas  known  as 

Sections, 
of  which  there  are  eight,  viz.  : — Irish,   Midland,   Northern,   North -Western, 
Scottish,  Southern,  South-Western,  and  Western. 

District   and    Conference   Associations. 

The  sections  cover  very  wide  areas,  and  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
provide  local  machinery  for  local  work.  Each  section  is  therefore  divided 
into  districts  which  vary  in  size  and  character.  For  each  district  a  com- 
mittee is  elected  by  the  societies  in  that  area  to  carry  on  local  propaganda 
work,  and  arrange  conferences  on  various  subjects  of  local  interest.  The 
expenses  of  these  associations  are  met  by  grants  from  the  Board  in  whose 
section  they  are  situated,  supplemented  in  some  instances  by  subscriptions 
from  societies  in  the  are^  but  the  method  of  financing  the  associations  varies 
!n  the  different  sections. 

Sectional  Boards. 

The  societies  included  in  the  area  of  each  district  or  conference  association 
are,  in  turn,  represented  on  the  Sectional  Board,  but  the  mode  of  election 
varirs  in  the  different  sections,  thus — 

Irish,  Midland,  Scottish,  Southern,  South-Western,  Western  Sections. — 
The  members  of  these  Boards  are  elected  by  the  whole  of  the  societies  included 
in  the  respective  sections. 

Northern  Section. — The  Northern  Section  is  divided  into  seven  electoral 
districts,  each  comprising  one  of  the  seven  conference  associations  in  the 
section.  The  societies  in  each  electoral  district  elect  one  representative  to 
the  Sectional  Board. 

North-Western  Section. — The  North- Western  Section  is  divided  into 
sixteen  electoral  districts,  comprising  the  sixteen  conference  associations  i.j 
the  section.  The  societies  in  each  electoral  district  elect  one  representative 
to  the  Sectional  Board.  There  are  in  addition  four  sectional  representatives 
who  are  elected  by  the  votes  of  all  the  societies,  members  of  the  Union,  in  the 
section. 

The  Sectional  Boards  are  elected  annually,  and  have  control  of  all  work 
connected  with  the  Union  carried  on  within  the  limits  of  their  respective 
sections,  but  the  expenditure  on  sectional  work  is  fixed  for  any  financial  year 
by  the  United  Board,  a  body  described  hereafter. 

Vacancies. 
Vacancies  occurring  in  the  sections  are  filled  up  as  follows  : — 

(1)  If  at  the  last  election  any  candidate  not  elected  has  obtained  not 
less  than  20  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  votes  that  could  be  obtained 
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the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  up  by  appointing  that  candidate,  or  if  there 
is  more  than  one  vacancy  and  more  than  one  such  candidate  those  candi- 
dates in  the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  obtained  by  them  respectively. 

(2)  A  vacajicy  vi^hich  cannot  be  thus  filled  up  shall  be  filled  by 
appointing  the  person  whom  the  section  in  which  the  vacancy  occurs 
recommend — if  the  election  is  sectional,  and  whom  the  executive  of  the 
district  recommend — if  the  election  is  made  by  any  conference  association, 
and  in  default  of  any  such  recommendation,  such  person  as  the  United 
Board  select. 

(3)  A  member  of  any  Sectional  Board  shall  be  deemed  to  have  vacated 
his  office  if  he  becomes  a  bankrupt,  or  makes  any  arrangements  with  his 
creditors,  or  if  without  the  leave  of  the  Board  or  some  other  reason 
accepted  by  it  as  sufficient  he  has  absented  himself  from  two  successive 
meetings. 

Central  Board. 
The  Central  Board  is  the  governing  body  of  the  Union,  and  comprises  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  the  seven  Sectional  Boards,  with  two  members  from 
the  Irish  Section.      It  is  in  its  turn  subject  to 

Congress, 
which  is  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Union  and  is  composed  of — 

(a)  All  members  of  the  various  sections  of  the  Central  Board  who 
hold  office  at  the  time  the  Congress  is  held ; 

(b)  The  representatives  of  the  district  conference  associations; 

(c)  Delegates  from  societies,  members  of  the  Union,  which  subscribe 
to  its  funds  not  less  than  the  amount  required  by  rule. 

ADMINISTRATION. 
The  internal  administration  of  the  Union  is  carried  on  in  the  following 
manner  : — 

The  Central  Board. 
is  the  governing  body.  This  Board  meets  immediately  after  its  election,  to 
decide  its  general  policy  for  the  year,  and  just  before  Congress,  to  consider 
it«  report  to  Congress.  During  recent  years  it  has  also  met  during  the 
interval  to  consider  special  matters  referred  to  it  by  the  United  Board.  A 
large  amount  of  executive  work  is  carried  on  in  the  interval  between  the 
Congress  meetings.     This  is  delegated  to  the 

United  Board 
and   its  various  committees.     The   United  Board   consists  of  representatives 
from  the  Sectional  Boards,  and  is  constituted  as  follows  : — 
North- Western  Section — four  representatives. 

Midland,  Northern,  Scottish,  and  Southern  Sections — two  representa 
tives  each. 

Irish,  South-Western,  and  Western  Sections — one  representative  each. 
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These  appointments  are  made  at  the  first  meeting  of  each  section  held  within 
ten  days  after  any  Congress.  The  United  Board,  by  rule,  holds  its  first 
meeting  within  one  month  after  Congress,  and  afterwards  meets  in  the 
months  of  September,  November,  January,  March,  and  May.  The  powers 
of  the  United  Board,  subject  to  any  resolution  of  Congress  or  the  Central 
Board,  are — 

(1)  To  control  the  disposal  of  the  funds  of  the  Union  according  to  its 
rules. 

(2)  To  appoint  and,  if  needful,  remove  all  officers  of  the  Union,  and 
fix  their  duties  and  salaries. 

(3)  To  determine  any  question  as  to  the  limits  assigned  to  the  several 
sections. 

(4)  To  fill  up  vacancies  in  the  members  of  the  sections  in  accordance 
with  Rule  31. 

(5)  To,  refer  any  subject,  whether  or  not  forming  part  of  any  matter 
specially  referred  to  by  the  Congress  or  the  Central  Board,  to  any  section, 
and  to  require  a  report  thereon. 

(6)  To  appoint  any  committee,  either  of  its  own  members  or  of  any 
members  of  the  Central  Board,  for  any  purposes  connected  with  the 
operations  of  the  Union  that  it  may  think  expedient,  with  such  powers, 
within  the  limits  of  its  own  authority,  as  it  may  think  fit. 

(7)  To  publish,  or  authorise  the  publication,  in  the  name  of  the 
Union  of  any  works  which  it  may  approve. 

(8)  To  transact  any  other  business,  or  do  or  authorise  any  other 
matters  or  things  which  it  may  consider  to  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of 
the  Union  and  the  proper  conduct  of  its  operations. 

During  the  intervals  of  the  meetings  of  the  United  Board  the  operations 
of  the  Union  are  conducted  by  a  body  called  the 

Office  Committee, 
svhich   is  appointed   by  and   from   the  members  of  the   United   Board,   and 
consists  of  one  member  from  each  Sectional  Board,  except  the  North-W^estern 
Section,   which  has  two  representatives.     The   Office  Committee   is  the   per- 
manent executive  of  the  United  Board,  and  its  functions  are  as  follow  : — 

(1)  To  make  to  each  meeting  of  the  United  Board  a  report  which 
shall  be  drawn  by  the  general  secretary,  and  signed  by  him  in  the  name 
of  the  committee  after  it  has  been  settled  by  them,  and  to  state  the 
matters  to  be  brought  before  the  Board  either  for  its  information  or 
decision. 

(2)  To  refer  to  the  Central  Board  any  matter  arising  subsequently  to 
the  last  meeting  of  the  United  Board  in  the  Congress  year,  consequent 
upon  any  resolution  of  such  meeting. 

(3)  To  appoint  from  its  own  members  an  executive  sub-committee, 
to  which  it  may  delegate  any  of  its  functions  as  an  executive,  and  which 
shall  report  its  proceedings  regularly  to  the  committee. 

From  the  Office  Committee  is  appointed  a 
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Finance  Sub-committee, 

whose  business  it  is  to  check  and  scrutinise  accounts,  sign  cheques,  and  control 
expenditure,  &c 

There  are  also  other  committees  for  work  of  a  special  character.  Their 
constitutions  and  functions  are  as  follow  : — 

The   Central  Education  Commitiee. 

This  committee  is  composed  of  representatives  appointed  by  the  Sectional 
Boards,  the  Sectional  Educational  Committees'  Associations,  and  the  English 
Women's  Guild.  The  A.U.C.E.  was  also  represented  on  the  committee  from 
1912  to  1917.  The  function  of  the  Central  Education  Committee  is  to  direct 
and  guide  the  educational  activities  of  the  movement,  and  to  promote  classes 
for  teaching  the  history  and  principles  of  co-operation,  bookkeeping,  manage- 
ment, and  cognate  subjects.  It  issues  an  annual  progranmie  and  lecture  list, 
provides  lectures,  teachers  for  classes,  prizes,  scholarships,  certificates,  &c. 

The  Central  Education  Committe  is  divided  into  sub-committees  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  various  phases  of  its  work.  These  are  as 
follow  : — 

Educational  Sub-committee. 

Publications  Sub-committee  (jointly  with  the  United  Board). 

Secretaries'     Examination     Board     (jointly     with     the     Secretaries' 
Association). 

Managers'  Examination  Board. 

Joint  Parliamentary  Committee. 
This  committee  is  composed  of  four  representatives  from  the  United 
Board,  with  four  from  the  English  and  four  from  the  Scottish  Wholesale 
Societies.  Its  office  is  to  watch  legislation,  examine  new  Bills,  and  endeavour 
to  protect  co-operative  interests  in  Parliaanent,  as  well  as  in  the  administration 
of  legislation  and  of  the  orders  issued  by  Government  Departments.  The 
work  of  the  committee  has  always  been  important,  and  during  the  period 
of  the  war  has  assumed  even  greater  importance.  In  helping  societies  m 
the  interpretation  and  administration  of  food-control  orders,  in  securing 
co-operative  representation  on  Government  Committees,  in  protecting  the 
interests  of  societies  in  the  administration  of  Military  Service  Acts,  and  in 
many  other  ways,  the  work  of  the  committee  during  the  period  of  the  war 
has  grown  very  considerably  and  been  of  great  service  to  the  movement. 

Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee. 
This  committee  has  only  recently  been  called  into  existence,  and  was 
established  as  a  result  of  the  decision  of  the  Swansea  Congress  that  the 
mo\ement  should  enter  the  political  arena.  Its  establishment  and  constitution 
were  approved  at  an  emergency  conference  held  in  October,  1917.  The 
constitution  approved  was  as  follows  : — 

The  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  shall  b©  for 
the  time  being  a  sub-committee  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee, 
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and  shall  consist  of  eight  members  drawn  from  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, four  of  whom  shall  be  representatives  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
two  representatives  each  of  the  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies, 
two  members  directly  elected  by  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  to  which  shall  be  added  one  representative  of  the  English  and 
one  representative  of  the  Scottish  Women's  Co-operative  Guild. 

Joint  Committee  of  Trade-xtnionists  and  Co-operators. 

This  committee  is  composed  of  four  members  each  from  the  Co-operative 
[Tnion  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  Its 
primary  object  is  to  deal  with  disputes,  which,  happily,  are  not  frequent  in 
co-operative  societies. 

United  Advisory  Council  op  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators. 

This  council  was  established  as  a  result  of  resolutions  passed  at  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  in  1916  and  the  Co-operative  Congress  in  1917.  Its 
objects  are  stated  at  length  in  the  report  of  the  Co-operative  Emergency 
Conference  held  at  London  in  October,  1917.  Briefly,  they  consist  of 
promoting  a  closer  relationship  between  the  co-operative  and  trade  union 
movements,  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  both  movements  by  mutual  aid 
and  more  frequent  joint  action.  The  council  is  composed  of  six  representatives 
appointed  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee  and  six 
representatives  appointed  by  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

Joint  Exhibitions  Committee. 

This  committee  was  established  in  1901  to  organise  and  control  exhibitions 
of  co-operative  productions.  It  is  composed  of  four  representatives  appointed 
by  the  Co-operative  Union,  four  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and 
three  by  the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation.  The  demands  for 
co-operative  exhibitions  have  been  very  numerous,  and  the  work  done  up 
to  the  present  has  been  very  effective. 

Joint  Propaganda  Committee. 

Three  representatives  from  the  Co-operative  Union  and  four  from  the 
English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  compose  this  committee.  It  meets 
periodically  to  organise  special  propaganda  work  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  A  permanent  organiser  is  employed,  who  visits  new  districts  and 
helps  in  the  establishment  of  new  societies.  Weak  and  struggling  societies  are 
assisted  with  advice.  A  permanent  organiser  for  Ireland  has  also  been 
appointed,  who  works  under  the  supervision  of  the  Irish  Executive  Committee. 
There  was  also  one  for  Scotland,  jointly  with  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society,  but  this  appointment  has  now  ceased. 

Co-operative  Defence  Committee. 

This  committee,  which  consists  of  representatives  from  the  Co-operative 
Union,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  the  Productive  Federation, 
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was  appointed  in  1902  to  oppose  the  traders'  boycott  of  co-operators,  which  it 
did  most  successfully.  It  is  now  a  standing  committee  of  the  Union,  and  is 
ready  at  any  time  to  protect  the  interests  of  co-operators. 

Finance. 
The  annual  income  of  the  Union  is  raised  by  subscriptions  from  societies 
affiliated  thereto.  The  rate  of  subscription  is  fixed  by  rule  at  l^d.  in  respect 
to  each  member  of  a  distributive  society,  and  is  calculated  according  to  the 
number  of  members  returned  by  each  society  in  its  last  annual  return  to  the 
Registrar.  A  different  arrangement  is  made  in  respect  of  co-operative  societies 
other  than  distributive  societies,  a  special  rate  being  fixed  by  the  United  Board. 
The  capital  of  the  Union  is  made  up  of  shares  of  the  nominal  value  of  5s.  Each 
society  affiliated  holds  one  share  only,  and  the  amount  of  the  share  is  paid  out 
of  the  first  contributions  received  from  the  respective  societies.  This  income 
is  increased  by  the  sale  of  books,  pamphlets,  &c.  The  funds  of  the  Union 
are  used  in  its  propaganda  and  educational  activities,  expenses  of  Boards  and 
committees,  grants  to  sections,  women's  guilds,  &c.  ;  detailed  particulars 
of  which  may  be  obtained  from  the  Congress  Report. 

EECOMMENDATIONS. 

OBJECTS     OF     THE     UNION. 

The  present  "objects"  rule  of  the  Union  does  not,  in  our  opinion, 
adequately  express  the  functions  of  the  Union  and  the  principles  for  which 
it  stands.  We,  therefore,  recommend  the  amendment  of  the  rule  by  the 
addition  of  the  italicised  words  in  the  following  amended  rule,  viz.  : — 

Rule  2. — The  objects  of  the  Union  are  the  establishment  of  a 
co-operative  commonwealth  (1)  by  the  propagation  of  co-operative 
principles  and  ideas;  (2)  the  organisation  of  co-operative  work  in  all  its 
branches,  whether  such  work  be  in  connection  with  industries,  trades,  or 
businesses ;  (3)  the  promotion  of  education;  (4)  the  undertaking  and 
executing  of  any  trust,  either  gratuitously  or  otherwise,  where  such 
should  be  deemed  desirable.  In  furtherance  of  these  objects  the  Union 
shall  have  full  power  to  carry  on  the  trades  and  businesses  of  accountants, 
booksellers,  commercial  and  general  advisers,  publishers,  and  arbiters  in 
matters  of  dispute  arising  between  societies  which  cannot  be  settled 
locally.  The  Union  shall  have  full  powers  to  do  all  things  necessary  or 
expedient  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  objects  specified  in  its  rulee, 
including  the  povsrer  to  purchase,  hold,  sell,  exchange,  mortgage,  rent, 
lease,  sub-lease,  land  of  any  tenure,  and  to  erect,  pull  down,  repair,  alter, 
or  otherwise  deal  writh  any  building  thereon. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

The  question  of  membership  of  the  Union,  and  its  authority,  over  the 
societies  affiliated  to  it,  has  also  exercised  our  minds,  and  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  rules  relating  thereto  should   be  amended  so  as  to  exclude  from 
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membefrship  all  bodies  which  do  not  carry  out  oo-operative  principles  and 
ideas  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  objects  of  the  Union,  and,  further,  lo 
strengthen  the  position  of  the  Union  and  give  it  more  authority  over  affiliated 
societies  by  making  provision  that  no  society  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  in 
membership  with  the  Union  which  does  not  abide  by  its  rules,  conform  to  its 
aims,  and  accept  the  decisions  of  the  Central  Board  confirmed  by  Congress. 

We  also  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  societies  on  joining  the  Union 
should  undertake  to  submit  for  arbitration  any  differences  which  may  arise 
with  regard  to  overlapping.  We,  therefore,  suggest  the  following  should  be 
added  to  Rule  9,  viz.  : — 

Societies  in  arranging  their  field  of  trading  operations  shall  have 
regard  to  the  possibilities  of  extension  of  neighbouring  societies  and  of 
closer  union  on  federation  or  amalgamation  lines.  Any  disagreement 
that  may  arise  as  to  overlapping,  &c.,  which  cannot  be  settled  between 
the  societies  concerned  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Co-operative  Union  as 
arbitrators,  and  their  decision  shall  be  final  and  binding  on  all  parties. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

As  regards  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  we  think  some 
reorganisation  is  necessary,  and  we  recommend  an  altogether  new  departure 
in  several  matters  connected  therewith.     For  instance,  take  the 

Central  Board. 

(a)  Meetings  of. — The  rules  at  present  provide  that  the  affairs  of  the 
Union  shall  be  administered  by  the  Central  Board,  but,  in  our  opinion,  this 
is  not  done,  nor  is  it  possible  for  the  Central  Board  to  carry  out  properly  its 
duties  seeing  that  it  only  meets  infrequently,  and  under  conditions  which  make 
administration  impracticable.  We  suggest  that  the  Central  Board  should 
meet  at  least  once  every  three  months,  and  that  the  first  meeting  be  held 
within  one  month  after  Congress,  at  which  meeting  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
should  be  fully  discussed,  and  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  give  effect 
to  the  same  be  considered  and  decided,  and,  what  is  of  equal  importance, 
the  general  policy  of  the  Union  should  be  decided  upon  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months.  The  last  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  should  be  held  not  less  than 
one  month  before  Congress  in  order  that  ample  time  may  be'  given  for  a  full 
consideration  of  the  report  which  is  to  be  presented  to  Congress  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

(b)  Period  of  Office. — It  is  recommended  that  all  members  of  the  CentraJ 
Board  shall  be  elected  annually  as  at  present. 

(c)  Qualifications  for  Members  of  the  Central  Board. — In  order  that  the 
Central  Board  may  be  composed  of  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  serve  the 
best  interests  of  the  movement,  we  recommend  that  certain  qualifications 
for  office  should  be  inserted  in  the  rules  of  the  Union,  and  would  suggest 
the  following  : — 

(1)  A  previous  period  of  service  on  the  Central  Board ;   or 
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(2)  (a)  A  minimum  of  three  years'  service  on  the  general  or 
educational  committee  of  any  society  member  of  the  Union,  or  three  years' 
combined  service  on  the  general  or  educational  committees;  or  (b)  not 
less  than  two  years'  service  on  a  district  committee ;  or  (c)  as  secretary 
or  manager  of  a  co-operative  society  for  three  years. 

{d)  Mode  of  Election  of  Central  Board. — The  method  of  election  of  the 
Central  Board  has  been  considered,  in  the  light  of  the  discussion  which  took 
place  on  our  proposal  that  election  by  districte,  as  obtains  in  the  Northern 
and  North-Western  sections,  should  be  abolished,  and  that  in  future  there 
should  only  be  sectional  representatives,  i.e.,  sectional  nomination  and  voting. 
We  have  consulted  the  various  Sectional  Boards  on  the  matter,  but  without 
obtaining  agreement.  As  a  result  of  our  inquiries  we  are  strongly  of  opinion 
that  sectional  nomination  and  voting  is  the  best,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
this  method  should  be  adopted  for  all  sections. 

(c)  Vacancies  on  the  Central  Board. — Dissatisfaction  having  been 
expressed  at  the  method  of  filling  vacancies,  it  is  our  opinion  that  in  the  event 
of  any  vacancy  arising  in  any  Congress  year,  it  should  be  filled  by  the  votes 
of  the  societies  constituting  the  section  affected  by  such  vacancy,  such  election 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  board  of  the  section  concerned.  In  the  case  of  a 
vacancy  occurring  in  the  second  half  of  the  Congress  year  the  Sectional  Board 
should  decide  whether  such  vacancy  be  filled  or  not. 

(/)  Chairman  of  Central  Board. — The  position  of  chairman  of  the  Central 
Board  being  one  of  importance  we  suggest  that  the  following  be  the  conditions 
governing  his  appointment,  viz.  : — 

(a)  That  he  be  elected  by  baUot  by  and  from  the  members  of  the 
Central  Board. 

(b)  That  each  section  be  entitled  to  send  in  nominations  for  the 
position,  the  retiring  chairman  being  eligible  for  re-election. 

(c)  That  the  election  take  place  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Central 
Board  after  Congress  in  each  year. 

(g)  Removal  from  Office. — Rule  30  (3)  gives  power  to  the  United  Board 
to  suspend  or  remove  any  member  of  the  Central  Board.  In  view  of  the 
proposed  new  constitution  we  suggest  that  this  power  be  vested  in  the  Central 
Board  and  that  any  Sectional  Board  be  empowered  to  suspend,  but  not  to 
remove,  in  any  case  where  it  thinks  such  a  course  desirable,  pending  the 
decision  of  the  Central  Board. 

(A)  Standing  Orders  for  Central  Board  Meetings. — It  would  appear  that 
there  have  never  been  any  standing  orders  governing  Central  Board  meetings. 
This,  we  think,  has  been  an  oversight,  and  certainly  the  business  of  such  a 
large  and  important  body  as  the  Central  Board  could  be  more  efficiently  and 
expeditiously  carried  out  if  a  code  of  standing  orders  were  adopted  for  the 
guidance  of  the  chairman  and  the  members  of  the  Board.  We  have 
endeavoured  to  draw  up  a  suitable  code,  and  append  same  herewith  for  your 
consideration  and  adoption  or  otherwise  : — 
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Proposed  Standing  Orders  for  Central  Board  Meetings. 

1.  Each  member  who  rises  to  speak  must  address  the  chair  and  direct 
his  speech  to  the  motion  or  the  question  under  discussion,  or  to  a  question 
of  order. 

2.  Whenever  the  chairman  rises  during  a  discussion  any  member 
then  speaking,  or  offering  to  speak,  must  resume  his  seat. 

3.  A  motion  must  be  proposed  and  seconded  before  any  discussion  can 
be  allowed  thereon. 

4.  The  proposer  of  a  motion  or  an  amendment  shall  be  allowed  ten 
minutes  for  his  speech,  and  each  succeeding  speaker  shall  be  allowed 
five  minutes. 

5.  On  the  motion  that  the  speaker  be  further  heard  five  minutes,  the 
chairman  shall  take  the  sense  of  the  meeting,  but  without  discussion. 

6.  No  member  shall  be  permitted  to  speak  more  than  once  on  the  same 
proposition,  except  the  proposer,  who  shall  have  the  right  of  reply  before 
the  proposition  (or  the  first  amendment)  is  put.  He  shall  be  allowed  five 
minutes  for  reply,  and  must  confine  himself  strictly  to  answering  previous 
speakers  and  not  introduce  any  new  matter. 

7.  Whenever  an  amendment  is  made  upon  any  motion  no  second 
amendment  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  until  the  first  amendment 
is  disposed  of.  If  that  amendment  is  carried  it  shall  then  be  put  as  a 
substantive  motion,  upon  which  further  amendments  may  be  made.  If 
the  first  amendment  is  negatived  then  a  further  amendment  may  be  moved 
to  the  original  question,  but  only  one  amendment  shall  be  submitted  for 
discussion  at  one  time. 

8.  It  shall  be  competent  for  any  member  at  the  close  of  any  speech 
to  nfiove  without  discussion  "that  the  question  be  now  put,"  and  the 
motion,  if  seconded,  shall  be  put  forthwith.  Should  the  motion  be  carried 
the  mover  of  the  original  motion  may  reply,  after  which  the  motion  oj 
amendment  shall  be  at  once  put  to  the  meeting. 

9.  At  the  close  of  any  speech  it  shall  be  competent  for  any  member 
to  move  "  That  the  matter  under  discussion  be  proceeded  with  no  further," 
or  "That  the  discussion  be  adjourned,"  always  provided  that  any  such 
motion  shall  be  formally  seconded  and  put  without  discussion. 

10.  A  member  who  has  spoken  on  the  matter  under  discussion  may 
ask  a  question  relevant  to  the  motion  before  the  meeting,  but  must  not 
discuss  the  question  before  the  meeting. 

11.  When  the  motion  is  put  the  chairman  shall  repeat  clearly  the 
terms  of  such  motion  and  demand  a  show  of  hands,  or  any  ten  members 
may  demand  a  ballot  before  the  chairman  declares  such  motion  lost  or 
carried.  If  the  motion  is  put  to  the  meeting  by  the  chairman  and  there 
is  no  demand  for  a  ballot  before  such  motion  is  put  the  decision  of  thr 
cJiairman  shall  be  binding. 

12.  No  motion  shall  be  rescinded  at  the  same  meeting  at  which  it  b 
carried. 
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13.  Upon  a  point  of  order  suddenly  arising  any  member  may  speak  if 
he  commences  by  a  statement  that  he  rises  to  order.  The  member  who 
was  addressing  the  meeting  must  thereupon  resume  his  seat  until  the 
point  of  order  is  decided,  and  so  also  must  the  member  who  rose  to  order 
when  he  concludes  his  appeal  to  the  chair. 

14.  Two  tellers  shall  be  appointed  at  each  meeting  of  the  Board. 

15.  The  decision  of  the  chairman  upon  any  point  shall  be  final. 

(i)  Central  Board  Executive. — Under  the  scheme  as  drafted  by  this  sub- 
committee the  United  Board  is  dispensed  with,  the  Central  Board  entering 
more  fully  into  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union.  An  executive 
of  the  Central  Board  will,  however,  be  necessary  in  order  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  Union  during  the  intervals  between  the  Central  Board  meetings.  This 
executive,  which  need  not  be  a  large  one,  we  recommend  should  be  known  ae 
the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee.  The  United  Board  is  at  present 
composed  of  fifteen  members,  but,  of  course,  it  has  to  deal  with  numerous 
important  matters  which  will  henceforth,  if  the  scheme  be  adopted,  be  dealt 
with  by  the  Central  Board.  The  proposed  Finance  and  General  Purposes 
Committee,  which  is  purely  and  solely  an  executive  to  deal  with  internal 
matters  connected  with  the  Union,  should  be  composed  as  follows,  viz.  : — 
Irish,  Midland,  Northern,  Scottish,  Southern,  South-Western,  and  Western 
sections,  one  representative  each,  and  the  North-Western  Section  two  repre- 
sentatives, which  makes  a  committee  of  nine  persons.  The  chairman  of  the 
Central  Board  for  the  time  being  to  act  also  as  chairman  of  this  committee. 
We  recommend  that  the  committee  should  hold  its  first  meeting  of  the  Congress 
year  within  one  month  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Central  Board,  and  after- 
wards meet  every  six  weeks  at  such  times  and  places  as  the  committee  may 
fix  from  time  to  time.     We  further  recommend  that 

The  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  shall — 

1.  Administer  the  affairs  of  the  Union  in  the  intervals  between  the 
meetings  of  the  Central  Board. 

2.  Subject  to  resolutions  of  Congress  and  the  Central  Board  and  the 
rules  of  the  Union,  control  the  funds  of  the  Union. 

3.  Appoint  and,  if  needful,  remove  and  be  responsible  for  the 
discipline  of  the  ofiice  staff ;   also  fix  their  duties  and  salaries. 

4.  Arrange  for  the  carrying  out  of  Congress  resolutions  and  the 
decisions  of  the  Central  Board  as  may  be  directed  by  that  Board. 

5.  Be  responsible  for  the  publication  of  all  literature  in  the  name  of 
the  Union  under  the  authority  of  the  Central  Board. 

6.  Arrange  to  be  presented  at  each  meeting  of  the  Central  Board 
reports  of  its  own  transactions  and  those  of  the  committees  appointed 
by  and  acting  under  the  direction  of   the  Central  Board. 

7.  Prepare  the  agenda  for  Central  Board  meetings  as  provided  in 
Rule  29. 

8.  Transact  any  other  business  or  do  or  authorise  any  other  matters 
or  things  which  it  may  consider  to  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Union  and  the  proper  conduct  of  its  opeirations. 
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9.  Appoint,  if  necessary,  from  its  own  members  a  sub-committee  to 
which  it  may  delegate  any  of  its  functions  as  an  executive,  and  which 
shall  report  its  proceedings  regularly  to  the  committee. 

And  all  resolutions  of  the  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee, 
within  the  limits  of  its  powers  hereby  given,  shall  be  binding  on  all 
members  of  the  Union  to  the  same  extent  as  if  they  had  been  resolutions 
of  the  Congress. 

Sectional  Boundabibs. 

We  have  made  exhaustive  inquiry  into  the  question  of  the  boundaries 
of  each  section  of  the  Union  with  the  idea  of  ascertaining  whether  or  not 
there  is  any  need  for  improvement  in  the  conditions  at  present  existing  from 
the  point  of  view  of  both  efficiency  and  economy. 

We  have  circularised  the  Sectional  Boards  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and 
from  the  replies  received  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  general  desire  for 
an  alteration  of  present  arrangements.  Three  of  the  Sectional  Boards  did 
express  the  opinion  that  the  boundaries  of  their  own  particular  sections  might 
with  advantage  be  reviewed,  and  gave  detailed  suggestions  of  what  they 
thought  should  be  carried  out.  However,  as  these  suggestions  were  purely  of 
a  local  nature,  we  think  the  question  might  well  be  left  with  the  sections 
concerned  for  the  time  being  in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  able  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  mutually  satisfactory.  It  is  a  difficult  matter  to 
settle  any  question  of  boundaries  between  two  given  sections,  and  it  is 
rather  outside  the  scope  of  this  sub-committee  to  attempt  to  do  so.  In  our 
opinion  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  a  general  revision  of  boundaries 
will  become  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  new  conditions  created  by  the 
increasing  expansion  of  the  movement,  and  in  order  that  we  may  adequately 
and  efficiently  carry  on  our  work.  We  should,  however,  strongly  deprecate 
any  rearrangement  of  sections  which  had  not  for  its  object  a  complete 
reorganisation  of  the  Union's  work  in  sections  from  the  national  point  of  view. 
We  would  therefore  suggest  that  if  and  when  the  new  arrangements  for 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Union  are  put  into  operation,  the  Central  Board 
should  appoint  a  special  committee  to  go  into  the  whole  question  and  bring 
forward  a  complete  scheme  of  revised  sectional  boundaries. 

HONOBABY   MeMBEBS. 

The  question  of  the  appointment  of  honorary  members  has  also  received 
consideration,  and  in  view  of  the  dissatisfaction  expressed  in  regard  to  the 
interpretation  of  this  rule  we  recommend  that  it  be  amended  to  allow  of 
permanent  officials  and  others  being  eligible  for  election  under  more  satis- 
factory conditions.     The  suggested  new  rule  will  read  as  follows  : — 

Past  members  of  the  Central  Board  who  have  served  as  members  of 
the  Board  for  not  less  than  ten  years,  or  who  have  completed  ten  years' 
combined  service  on  the  Central  Board  and  on  the  committee  of  a  District 
Association,  or  who  have  served  on  the  Board  and  in  an  official  capacity, 
whether  as  a  permanent  official  of  the  Union  or  as  secretary  gf  a  District 
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Association,  for  not  less  than  ten  years,  may  be  elected  honorary  members 
of  the  Board. 

COMMITTEES    OF    THE    UNION. 

As  mentioned  in  our  report  to  the  Lancaster  Congress,  we  have  given 
careful  consideration  to  the  constitution  of  the  various  committees  of  the 
Union,  and  the  following  are  the  conclusions  we  have  arrived  at,  viz.  : — 

(a)  United  Board,  Office  Committee,  Finance  Committee. — In 
accordance  with  the  proposed  new  constitution,  the  above  committees 
should  be  dispensed  with  and  their  functions  undertaken  by  the  Central 
Board  and  its  Executive. 

(6)  Committee  on  Education. — We  have  given  consideration  to  the 
constitution  of  the  Committee  on  Education  and,  in  consultation  with 
the  Survey  Education  Sub-committee,  a  scheme  has  been  prepared  for 
the  formation  of  a  National  Co-operative  Auxiliary  Council  for  Educa- 
tional and  General  Purposes,  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  elect  an 
Educational  Executive.  Full  details  of  this  council  are  given  on  pages 
52  and  53.  To  carry  on  the  detailed  committee  work  of  the  educational 
department  the  committee  recommend  that  there  be  appointed  annually 
by  the  Auxiliary  Council  from  its  own  members,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Central  Board,  an  executive  of  seven  members,  to  meet  as  required, 
with  expenses  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  Union.  We  recommend 
that  this  executive  consist  of  four  members  representing  the  sections, 
two  members  representing  the  educational  associations,  and  one  member 
from  the  representatives  of  other  bodies  that  are  represented  on  the 
Coimcil,  with  a  member  of  the  permanent  staff  of  the  Union  as  secretary 
to  the  committee.  The  representative  character  of  the  Council  would, 
the  committee  think,  lead  to  a  better  co-ordinatioii  of  the  educational 
work  of  the  movement,  and  promote  extension  on  lines  most  likely  to 
meet  the  movement's  needs,  whilst  the  constitution  of  the  executive 
would  enable  the  necessary  administrative  work  to  be  carried  on 
efficiently  and  in  accordance  with  the  various  needs  of  the  movement  as 
expressed  through  the  Council. 

(c)  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee. — The  present  constitution  of 
this  committee  is  as  follows,  viz.  : — Four  representatives  from  the 
Co-operative  Union,  four  representatives  from  the  English  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society,  and  four  representatives  from  the  Scottish 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  There  has  been  a  growing  feeling 
for  some  time  that  the  Co-operative  Union  has  not  had  adequate 
representation  on  this  committee,  and,  seeing  that  the  Union  is  fully 
representative  of  all  co-operative  interests  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
we  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  this  committee  should  be  a 
committee  of  the  Central  Board.  In  view,  however,  of  the  conditions 
at  present  i)revailing,  we  think  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  alter  its 
constitution  until  after  the  war.     We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
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whole  matter  should  be  taken  into  consideration  at  the  first  Congreas 
after  the  declaration  of  peace.  We  also  recommend,  in  order  to  obtain 
greater  continuity  of  representation  of  the  Union  on  this  committee 
during  present  conditions,  the  appointment  of  Union  representatives 
should  be  made  by  the  Central  Board  at  its  first  meeting  after 
Congress,  and  that  the  retiring  members  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

(d)  Co-operative  Parliamentary  liepresentation  Committee. — This 
committee  is  for  the  present  a  sub-committee  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee,  but,  in  order  to  ensure  the  fullest  eflBciency  in  its  work, 
we  recommend  that  in  future  it  should  be  a  conmiittee  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  responsible  to  the  Central  Board. 

(c)  Joint  Committee  of  I'rade-unionvsts  and  Co-operators. 

(/)  United  Advisory  Council  cf  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators. 

(g)  Joint  Exhibitions  Committee. 

(h)  Co-operative  Defence  Committee. 
In  our  opinion  these  committees  should    be  continued  on  their  present 
basifi. 

(i)  Joint  Propaganda  Committee. — At  present  the  propaganda  work 
of  the  movement  is  carried  on — 

(1)  In  England  and  Wales,  by  a  joint  committee  of  three  repre- 

sentatives from  the  Co-operative  Union  and  four  from  the 
English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  A  sipecially 
appointed  propagandist  agent  works  under  their  control. 

(2)  In  Scotland,  by  a  special  committee  consisting  of  representa- 

tives from  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board,  the  Scottish  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society,  the  District  Associations,  and 
the  Women's  Guild  ;  and  the  committee  is  financed  principally 
by  the  Union  and  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 
An  agent  is  employed  by  this  committee. 

(3)  In  Ireland  a  permanent  organiser  is  employed  by  the  United 

Board,    and    he    works    under   the   supervision   of    the    Irish 
Executive. 
We   have   given   serious   attention  to  the  general   aepect  of   propaganda 
work  in  the  movement,  and  have  come  to  the  following  conclusion,  viz.  : — 
That  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  propaganda  work  of  the  move- 
ment should  be  entirely  under  the   control  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  we,  therefore,  recommend  (1)  that  this  committee  should 
be  representative  of  each  of  the  Sectional  Boards,  and  (2)  that  a 
number  of  permanent  organisers  should  be  appointed  who  would 
be  able  to  advise  societies  in  difficulties,  and  also  deal  with  such 
questions  as  overlapping  and  amalgamation,  &c.     The  number  of 
organisers  to  be  appointed  would  be  a  matter  for  consideration 
after  sanction  of  the  proposal  has  been  given. 
{j)  Publications   Committee. — This   committee  at  present   is   com- 
posed of  five  representatives  from  the  Education  Committee  and  two 
representatives  from  the  United  Board.     In  our  opinion  it  is  advisable 
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that  the  Educational  Executive  should  be  closely  associated  with  the 
work  of  the  committee,  and  we  recommend  that  in  future  its 
constitution  should  be  as  follows,  viz.  : — Three  representatives  from 
the  Central  Board  and  three  from  the  Education  Executive,  who  also 
must  be  members  of  the  Central  Board.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Statistical  Department  has  now  been  allocated  to  this  committee,  we 
recommend  that  in  future  it  be  known  as  the  Statistical  and  General 
Publications  Committee. 

(k)  Conciliation  Boards. — In  view  of  the  fact  that  these  Boards 
have  only  recently  been  formed,  we  think  it  desirable  their  constitution 
and  work  should  be  tested  before  any  alteration  ia  considered. 

COUNCIL  OF  AUXILIARY  BODIES  AND   EDUCATIONAL 
EXECUTIVE. 

For  some  years  past  there  has  been  a  growing  desire  for  a  closer  working 
connection  between  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the  other  organisations  in 
the  movement.  With  this  end  in  view  we  have  consulted  with  representatives 
from  some  of  the  organisations  and  asked  for  their  views  upon  the  matter. 
The  Education  Survey  Sub-committee  have  also  had  this  question  under 
review,  and  with  the  object  of  preventing  any  overlapping  by  the  two  com- 
mittees joint  meetings  have  been  held  at  which  proposals  of  a  definite 
character  have  been  considered  and  agreed  to.  The  conclusions  arrived  at 
are  that  it  is  desirable  (1)  to  form  a  National  Co-operative  Auxiliary  Council ; 
and  (2)  from  this  Council  to  elect  an  Executive  which  shall  have  control  of 
all  educational  work  carried  on  by  the  Union.  Details  of  the  constitution 
of  this  Executive  will  also  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Education  Sub- 
committee. 

The  proposals  relating  to  the  Council  are  as  foUows  : — 

(1)  Name. — The  name  of  the  Council  shall  be  the  National  Co 
operative  Auxiliary  Council  for  Educational  and  General   Purposes. 

(2)  Constitution. — The  Council  shall  be  comprised  of  representatives 
of  the  imdermentioned  co-operative  organisations  : — 

The  Chairman  of  the  Central  Board. 

*Nine  representatives  from  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

*Nine  ,,  ,,         Educational  Associations. 

Four  ,,  .,         Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

Two  representatives  from  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

One    representative  ,,         Irish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

One  ,,  ,,         Co-operative  Productive  Federation. 

One  ,,  ,,        International  Co-operative  Alliance. 

One  ,,  ,,        Women's    Co-operative    Guild    (England    and 

Wales). 
One  ,,  ,,         Women's  Co-operative  Guild   (Scotland). 

One  ,,  .,        Women's  Co-operative  Guild  (Ireland). 

*  Two  representatives  from  the  North-Westem  Section  and 
one  from  each  other  section. 


200  Report  of  Centeal  Boabd. 

One    representative  from  the    National  Co-operative  Men's  Guild. 

One  „  ,        National  Co-operative  Managers'  Association. 

One  ,,  „        Cooperative  Secretaries'  Association. 

One  ,,  ,,        Amalgamated  Union  of  Co-operative  Employes 

(who  shaJl  be  an  employe  of  a  society 
which  is  a  member  of  the  Co-operative 
Union). 

One  „  „        Co-operative  News  (Editor). 

One  ,,  ,,        Scottish  Co<-operator  (Editor). 

One  ,,  ,,         Co-operators'   Educational   League. 

One  representative  each  from  all  other  co-operative  organisations  approved 

by  the  Central  Board  and  permitted  by 
them  to  appoint  a  representative  to  the 
Council. 

(3)  Objects. — The  functions  of  the  Council,  which  shall  be  of  an 
advisory  nature,  shall  be  :— 

(a)  To  co-ordinate  the  work  of  the  various  bodies  represented  on 
the  Council. 

(6)  To  consider  questions  of  interest  and  importance  to  the  co- 
operative movement. 

(c)  To  make  suggestions  to  the  Central  Board  and  the  Educational 
Executive  in  relation  to  such  questions  as  the  Council  may 
have  considered. 

(4)  Meetings. — Three  meetings  of  the  Council  shall  be  held  each 
year. 

(5)  Expenses. — The  expenses  of  the  Council  shall  be  borne  by  the 
bodies  represented  thereon,  a^s  far  as  attendance  at  meetings  is  con- 
cerned, subject  to  any  grants  in  aid  being  made  by  the  Central  Board, 
other  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  Co-operative  Union. 

(6)  President. — The  chairman  of  the  Central  Board  for  the  time 
being  shall  act  as  the  President  of  the  Council,  and  shall  be  additional 
to  the  nine  representatives  appointed  by  the  Central  Board. 

(7)  Secretarial  Work. — The  secretarial  work  of  the  Council  and  the 
Educational  Executive  shall  be  undertaken  by  permanent  officials  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  as  appointed  by  the  Central  Board. 

(8)  General. — It  shall  be  competent  for  the  Council  to  give  its 
opinion  on  any  question  of  co-operative  policy,  either  upon  its  ovm 
initiative  or  at  the  request  of  the  Central  Board.  It  shall  be  within 
the  power  of  the  Central  Board  to  appoint  from  the  Council,  panels 
for  consultation  or  other  special  purposes,  and  particularly  for  research 
work  undertaken  by  the  Union. 

FEES   OF   CENTRAL   BOARD,   SECTIONAL   BOARDS,   AND 

DISTRICT    EXECUTIVES. 
The  fees  payable  under  the  present  rules  to  members  of  the  Central 
Board,  Sectional  Boards,  and  District  Executives  are  as  follows,  viz.  : — 
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1.  To  the  members  of  the  Central  Board  for  attendance  at  Congress, 
or  at  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Board,  third-claes  return  fares,  a  travelling 
allowance  of  one  halfpenny  per  mile,  and  10s.  per  day  for  expenses. 

2.  To  the  members  of  the  United  Board,  and  to  the  members  of  any 
committee  constituted  by  the  Congress,  Central  Board,  or  United  Board, 
third-class  return  fares,  a  travelling  allowance  of  one  halfpenny  per 
mile,  and  10s.  per  day  for  expenses. 

3.  To  the  members  of  each  section  for  attendance  at  sectional 
meetings,  third-class  return  fares,  a  travelling  allowance  of  one  halfpenny 
per  mile,  and  2s.  6d.  to  cover  expenses. 

4.  To  the  members  of  the  sections  attending  any  meeting  by  appoint 
ment  of  the  section,  third-class  return  fares,   a  travelling  allowance  at 
the  rate  of  one  halfpenny  per  mile,  and  for  expenses,  if  it  is  not  necessary 
to  stay  overnight,  2s.  6d.  ;   if  it  is  necessary  to  stay  overnight,  lOs.  ;   and 
if  the  time  necessarily  occupied  exceeds  twenty-four  hours,  £1. 

5.  To  the  membejs  of  District  Executives  for  attending  meetings, 
conferences,  or  deputations,  a  fee  of  2s.  6d.  is  paid,  plus  third-class  return 
railway  fares  and  a  travelling  allowance  of  one  halfpenny  per  mile. 

We  have  considered  whether  it  is  desirable  that  any  alteration  should  be 
made,  and,  in  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  living,  we  think  the  fees  ehould  be 
increased  in  certain  instances,  and  we  therefore  make  the  following  recom 
mendations,  viz.  : — 

1.  That  the  fee  payable  to  members  of  the  Central  Board  when 
attending  Congress  should  be  15s.  per  day,  plus  third-class  return  railway 
fai'es  and  the  allowance  of  one  halfpenny  per  mile  travelled. 

2.  That  the  fee  payable  to  members  of  the  Central  Board,  United 
Board,  and  Central  Committees  when  attending  the  usual  meetings  of 
such  boards  or  committees  be  15s. 

3.  That  a  fee  of  5s.  be  paid  to  members  of  Sectional  Boards  for 
attendance  at  all  sectional  meetings,  also  for  sectional  appointments,  such 
fee  to  cover  all  meetings  held  on  the  same  day  at  the  same  place.  That 
a  fee  of  20s.  be  paid  where  it  is  necessary  to  stay  overnight,  and  if  the 
time  occupied  necessarily  exceeds  twenty-four  hours  a  fee  of  25s.  be 
allowed. 


FINANCES. 

If  the  suggestions  made  in  the  report  of  the  Survey  Committee  are 
adopted  there  will  necessarily  be  a  large  increase  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
Union.  We  think  this  increased  expenditure  will  be  met  for  the  time  being 
by  the  natural  increase  in  subscriptions  paid  by  societies,  consequent  on  their 
increased  membership,  and  we  do  not  therefore  propose  it  present  to  recom- 
mend any  alteration  in  the  rate  of  subscription  of  l^d.  per  member  per  annum. 

We  do,  however,  think  it  is  essential  that  the  Central  Board  should  each 
year  have  some  idea  as  to  the  amount  of  funds  which  will  be  required  to  carry 
on  effectively  the  work  of  the  Union,  and  we  therefore  recommend  that  the 
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Sectional  Boards,  and  all  committees  connected  with  the  Union,  should 
present  an  annual  budget  or  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  ensuing  twelve 
months  to  the  Central  Board  at  its  first  meeting  after  Congress,  in  respect 
of  the  funds  required  for  carrying  on  the  work  allotted  to  them. 

PERMANENT    EXECUTIVE   OF    THE    UNION. 

The  question  of  the  appointment  of  a  permanent  executive  of  the  Union 
having  been  raised  by  the  North-Western  Section  the  matter  was  referred  to 
this  committee  for  inquiry  and  consideration  as  to  its  advisability.  The 
Sectional  Boards  have  been  consulted,  and  whilst  the  majority  of  the  Boards 
are  not  favourable  to  such  an  important  change  being  made  in  administering 
the  affairs  of  the  Union,  we  feel,  as  a  committee,  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  an  alteration  in  this  direction  is  imperative.  At  present  the  services 
of  a  number  of  members  of  the  Central  Board  and  particularly  those 
who  are  acting  for  the  Union  on  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  are  in 
constant  demand,  and,  seeing  that  under  present-day  conditions  decisions 
of  vital  importance  to  the  movement  have  to  be  made  at  short  notice,  we  are 
convinced  that  it  is  necessary  to  appoint  a  full-time  salaried  executive.  We 
thei'efore  recommend  the  appointment  of  such  an  executive,  and  if  this 
recommendation  meets  with  the  approval  of  Congress  we  recommend  that 
the  Central  Boaixi  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme  for  submission  to  next 
Congress.  If  this  recommendation  be  adopted  some  alteration  in  details 
will  be  required  in  cai'rying  out  our  other  recommendations. 

RELATIONSHIP  OF  AUXILIARY  BODIES  TO  THE  UNION. 

The  relation  to  the  Union  of  the  various  auxiliary  bodies  connected  with 
the  movement  is  a  matter  which  was  referred  to  this  sub-committee  by  the 
Central  Board.  We  certainly  think  there  should  be  more  cohesion  between 
the  Union  and  the  various  auxiliary  bodies,  such  as  the  Women's  Guilds, 
Men's  Guilds,  Students'  Fellowship,  &c.,  which  are  not,  and  cannot  be, 
memibers  of  the  Union,  and  we  recommend — 

(1)  That  the  term  "  auxiliary  bodies  "  should  include  such  bodies 
whose  constitution  has  been  approved  by  the  Union,  and  which  express 
their  willingness  to  recognise  the  ultimate  authority  of  the  Union. 

(2)  That  the  Central  Board  should  be  directly  represented  on  all 
such  auxiliary  bodies  by  such  number  of  representatives,  not  exceeding 
two,  as  the  Central  Board  may  decide. 

(3)  That  the  Central  Board  shall  have  power  to  make  grants  to 
such  auxiliary  bodies  to  enable  them  to  properly  carry  out  their  work. 

With  the  object  of  more  clearly  defining  the  relationship  of  auxiliary 
bodies  to  the  Union,  we  suggest  that  the  following  new  rule  should  be 
adopted,  viz.  : — 

Such  co-operative  organisations  as  are  formed  mainly  for  other 
purposes  than  the  carrying  on  of  trade,  and  whose  operations  extend 
over  a  wider  area  than  that  of  a  district  Conference  Association,  may  be 
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regarded  an-d  recognised  by  the  Union  as  co-operative  auxiliary  bodies, 
providing — 

(1)  Application    for   recognition    be    made    to    the    Central    Board    in 

writing ; 

(2)  Their    constitution,    objects,    and    methods    are    approved    by    the 

Central  Board  ; 

(3)  That  there  be  unqualified  acceptance  at  all  times  on  their  part  of  the 

decisions  of  Congress  and  the  authority  of  the  Central  Board  of 

the  Union. 
Such  bodies  may,  with  the  consent,  previously  obtained,  of  the  Central 
Board,  send  a  delegate  to  Congress,   but  any  such  delegate  must  be  a 
member  of  a  society  which  is  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  shall  not  be 
eligible  to  vote  by  reason  of  being  a  delegate  of  an  auxiliary  body. 
« 

VOTING    AT     CONFERENCES    BY    REPRESENTATIVES    OF 
AUXILIARY    BODIES. 

With  regard  to  auxiliary  bodies  which  are  not  registered,  such  as  the 
Women's  and  Men's  Guilds,  &c.,  and  which  cannot  therefore  become  members 
of  the  Union,  we  are  anxious  that,  as  far  as  possible,  they  should  be  given 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinion  and  voting  at  conferences  convened 
by  the  Union.  Only  those  organisations,  however,  which  are  members  of  the 
Union  can  vote  on  matters  affecting  its  constitution  and  finances,  but,  as  far 
as  other  questions  are  concerned,  we  recommend  that  the  representatives  of 
the  guilds,  educational  committees,  &c.,  should  have  a  vote. 

DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS, 
(a)  Uniformity  of  Rules. 
We  have  had  the  rules  of  nearly  all  the  district  associations  before  us, 
and  have  given  careful  consideration  to  the  provisions  contained  therein. 
We  think  it  would  tend  to  efficiency  within  the  movement  if  a  uniform  code 
of  rules  were  adopted  for  all  district  association.?,  in  order  to  place  them  ail 
on  the  same  footing.  Special  rules  to  meet  local  circumstances  could,  of 
course,  be  added  with  the  consent  of  the  Sectional  Board  concerned.  From 
the  data  which  has  been  supplied  to  us  we  have  prepared  such  a  code,  which 
is  given  below  : — 

Model  Rules  for  a  District  Association. 

1.  The  name  of  the  association  shall  be  the 
District  Co-operative  Association. 

2.  The  association  shall  consist  of  all  registered  co-operative  societies, 
members  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  within  the  district  of 

3.  The  association  shall  be  governed  by  an  executive  committee, 
consisting  of  members,  viz..  a  chairman,  a  district  secretary, 
and                    committee-men,   together   with   a   representative   from   the 
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Sectional  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited  (three  of  whom 
thall  form  a  quorum).  The  executive  shall  be  elected  annually  in  accord- 
ance with  the  following  rules,  viz.  : — 

(a)  The  societies  shall,  on  voting  papers  to  be  sent  to  them  for 
that  purpose,  elect  representatives  to  the  executive  or  societies 
which  shall  appoint  one  member  each  to  the  executive  committee. 
Societies  shall  have  as  many  votes  as  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled, 
but  shall  not  cast  more  than  one  vote  for  any  candidate. 

(6)  The  secretary  of  the  association  shall  be  elected  by  the 
conference  at  its  annual  meeting. 

(c)  Should  there  be  a  tie  in  the  voting  the  chairman  of  the 
annual  conference  shall  take  a  vote  by  show  of  hands  of  the  delegates 
present,  and  the  nominee  or  society,  as  the  case  may  be,  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votee  shall  be  declared  elected.* 

(d)  The  persons  so  appointed  shall  elect  the  chairman  from  their 
own  body,  who  shall  also  be  president  of  the  association. 

(e)  Members  of  the  executive  shall  have  power  to  vote  on  all 
matters  submitted  to  the  conferences,  with  the  exception  of  the 
election  of  the  executive. 

4.  The  general  meetings  of  the  association  shall  be  held  quarterly, 
and  the  meeting  held  previous  to  Congress  in  each  year  shall  be  called 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  reports  of  the  association 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  annual  sectional  conference  for  discussion  and 
approval. 

5.  The  duties  of  the  secretary  shall  be  to  keep  a  record  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  association  and  of  the  executive  committee ;  to  arrange 
for  all  conferences  and  other  meetings  in  connection  tharewitJi ;  to  conduct 
the  correspondence,  and  to  furnish  reports  of  the  work  done  to  the 
Sectional  Board  and  the  Co-operative  News. 

Except  where  a  speciaJ  treasurer  is  appointed  the  secretary  shall  be 
held  responsible  for  all  funds,  whether  supplied  by  the  Co-operative 
Union  Limited,  or  obtained  direct  from  the  societies,  and  shall  pay  all 
accounts  on  behalf  of  the  association.  A  statement  of  the  income  and 
expenditure  of  the  district  shall  be  submitted  to  the  executive  previous 
to  Congress,  and  then  forwarded  to  the  Central  Office  of  the  Union, 
along  with  the  report  of  the  district,  in  time  for  inclusion  in  the  report 
to  Congress. 

6.  Each  society  in  the  association  shall  supply  the  district  secretary 
with  a  copy  of  each  of  its  balance  sheets  as  they  are  published,  and  also 
with  any  other  necessary  information  which  the  association  may  from 
time  to  time  require. 

7.  The  meetings  of  the  executive  committee  shall  be  held  at  such 
times  as  they  detennine,  subject  to  any  direction  of  the  quarterly 
conferences,  and  of  the  regulations  drawn  up  for  the  guidance  of  district 
e.'cecutives  by  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited. 
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8.  In  addition  to  the  grants  from  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  expenses 
of  the  association  may  be  met  by  a  contribution  of  from  the 
societies  in  the  district. 

9.  All  societies,  educational  committees,  and  the  Women's  and  Men's 
Guild  branches  of  each  society  allocated  to  the  district,  together  with 
any  other  organisation  approved  by  the  district,  whether  members  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  or  not,  shall  receive  two  invitations  to  attend  all 
conferences.  Only  delegates  of  management  committees,  and  those 
appointed  by  the  general  meetings  of  societies  which  are  members  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  shall  have  power  to  vote  in  the  election  of 
officers  of  the  association,  the  expenditure  of  funds,  or  on  any  other 
matter  dealing  with  the  constitution  of  the  district.  Each  society  shall 
be  entitled  to  two  votes.  The  Congress  scale  of  voting  shall  be  adopted 
in  connection  with  all  matters  remitted  by  Congress  for  the  decision  of 
sections  and  districts. 

10.  No  rule  of  the  association  shall  be  altered  or  rescinded,  nor  shall 
any  new  rule  be  adopted,  unless  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  district  association  conference  and  of  the  Sectional 
Board. 

Should  the  Sectional  Board  for  any  reason  withhold  their  consent, 
the  district  association  may  make  a  direct  appeal  to  the  Central  Board, 
whose  decision  shall  be  final  and  binding  upon  the  association  concerned. 

(b)  Consideration  of  Reports. 

It  is  the  practice  in  one  or  two  of  the  sections  to  have  an  annual  conference 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  both  the  Sectional  and  District  Associations' 
reports.  This  practice  appears  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction  where  it  Ls 
adopted,  and  we  would  like  to  see  it  extended  to  the  other  sections.  We  have 
included  a  provision  in  the  model  code  of  rules  set  forth  above,  and  also  in 
the  rules  of  the  Union,  making  the  holding  of  such  a  conference  compulsory. 

Voting  at  Sectional  and  District  Conferences. 

With  regard  to  the  question  of  voting  at  sectional  and  district  conferences, 
we  have  carefully  considered  the  matter,  and  we  recommend  the  adoption  cf 
the  Congress  scale  of  voting  in  connection  with  all  matters  remitted  by 
Congress  for  the  decision  of  sections  and  districts. 

We  understand  that  representatives  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
attending  sectional  and  district  conferences  have  complained  that  they  have 
no  voting  power  at  such  conferences.  As  it  is  advisable  that  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  should  have  a  voice  in  the  matters  dealt  with  at  these 
conferences  we  make  the  following  recommendations,  viz.  : — 

That    the    Co-operative    Wholesale    Societies    and    bimilar    societies 

federated  with  the  Union  shall,  in  the  matter  of  voting,  be  treated  on 

the  same  lines  as  ordinary  subscribing  societies.       (See  Rule  9  of  proposed 

Model  Rules  for  a  District  Association.) 
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As  regards  those  organisations  which  are  not  eligible  to  become  members 
of  the  Union,  we  recommend  their  representatives  should  have  a  vote  on  all 
questions  except  those  of  constitution  and  finance. 

Congress  Procedure. 

Considerable  time  has  been  spent  in  discussing  the  best  means  of  increasing 
the  usefulness  of  Congress.  We  feel  that  under  present  conditions  Congress 
is  far  too  unwieldy  and  therefore  incapable  of  properly  carrying  out  the 
important  work  it  has  to  do.  If  it  were  at  all  possible  we  would  like  to  see 
Congress  divided  into  sections,  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  British  Association 
meetings,  for  the  discussion  of  the  report  on  the  various  departments  of 
the  work  of  the  movement.  We  are  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  time  is  not 
yet  opportune  for  such  a  drastic  alteration  in  the  mode  of  procedure,  but  are 
agreed  that  some  departure  from  present  methods  is  necessary  in  order  that 
the  proceedings  at  Congress  may  be  carried  out  in  a  more  efficient  manner. 
In  the  considera;tion  of  this  matter  it  has  been  decided  by  the  sub-committee 
that  in  the  rearrangement  of  the  Congress  business  the  fullest  authority  and 
greatest  efficiency  of  Congress  itself  should  take  first  place.  In  order  to 
secure  these  ends  it  is  considered  that  a  more  detailed  discussion  of  the 
Central  Board  Report,  and  of  all  matters  appertaining  thereto,  is  desirable. 
In  order  to  carry  this  out  we  recommend — 

(a)  That  the  agenda  and  report  to  Congress  should  be  divided  into 

sections  under  the  following  or  similar  heads  : — 

(1)  Ceremonial. 

(2)  Trading  and  Statistical. 

(3)  Administrative  and  Parliamentary. 

(4)  Propagandist  and  Educational. 

{b)  That  at  the  Central  Board  meeting  held  prior  to  Congress,  at 
which  the  report  is  considered,  certain  persons  might  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  each  section  and  be  responsible  for  presenting  it  to  Congress. 
(c)  That  the  Central  Board,  in  view  of  the  report  before  them, 
should  allot  the  time  to  be  allowed  for  the  discussion  of  each  section, 
and  prepare  a  time-table  for  adoption  by  Congress.  Such  a  time-table 
might  be  arranged  as  follows  : — 

Monday  morning  :    Opening  Ceremonial,  Inaugural  Address,  Reception 

of  Deputations,  &c. 
Monday  afternoon  :    Trading  and  Statistical. 
Tuesday  morning  :    Administrative  and  Parliamentary. 
Tuesday  afternoon  :    Propagandist  and  Educational. 
Wednesday     morning:      Congress     Paper— Reading     and     discussion: 
General  matters;   Votes  of  Thanks. 
{d)  That   if,    o'jving   to   the   amount   of   business   to   be   transacted, 
Congress   proceedings   are   likely    to   be    prolonged,    the    Central    Board 
should  suggest  an  extension  of  the  time  of  Congress  as  occasion  demanded. 
Under  present  conditions  there  is  always  a  good  deal  of  disturbance 
caused  by  the  ebb  and  fiow  of  people  from  and  into  the  hall  during 

: . 
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discussion.  We  are  of  opinion  that  if  Congress  were  departmentalised 
in  the  manner  set  out  above,  and  a  time-table  prepared,  much  of  this 
annoyance  would  bo  avoided,  and,  consequently,  more  serious  attention 
and  consideration  given  to  each  section  of  the  report. 

Central  Board  and  Congress  Reception  Committee. 

In  view  of  the  contribution  made  by  the  Union  towards  Congress 
expenditure,  this  sub-committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  recommendations  and 
suggestions  of  the  Reception  Committee  should  from  time  to  time  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Central  Board  or  its  executive,  and  that  the  Central  Board 
should  be  adequately  represented  through  the  section  on  the  Reception 
Committee. 

RESOLUTIONS    SENT    IN    BY    SOCIETIES. 

By  the   Blackley  ;  Burslem  and  District  ;  Failsworth  ;  Liverpool  ;  Manchester 
and .  Salford  ;  Nuneaton  ;  Stockport ;  and  Warrington  Societies — 

1.    CO-OPERATIVE    PARLIAMENTARY    COMMITTEE. 

That  the  Parliamentary  interests  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  as 
regards  administration  and  legislation  should  be  delegated  to  a  committee 
responsible  to  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  that  the  two  Wholesale  Societies, 
and  any  other  co-operative  organisation,  of  which  Congress  shall  approve, 
and  which  is  concerned  with  the  work  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  shall 
appoint  special  representatives  on  the  committee,  and  that  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee consider  and  present  a  report  to  the  Central  Board  within  six  months 
for  circulation  to  the  sections  and  district  associations  in  sufBcient  time  for 
consideration  previous  to  next  year's  Congress,  as  to  the  number  and  method 
of  election  of  the  committee  and  the  OrganJsations  which  should  be  represented 
thereon. 

By  the  North-Western  Section  Co-operative  Educational  Committees^  Associa- 
lion  Limited— 

2.    SURVEY    COMMITTEE'S    REPORT. 

This  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  the  Survey  Committee's  report 
regarding  education  is  most  unsatisfactory,  inasmuch  as  it  sets  up  a 
committee  that  is  unwieldy  ;  is  not  democratically  elected  ;  has  not  direct 
connection  with  the  societies  ;    and  is  not  controlled  by  them. 

The  Executive  Committee  is  also  objectionable,  owing  to  the  proposal 
that  only  two  members  shall  be  representative  of  the  educational  side  of  the 
movement. 

It  is  further  of  opinion  that  a  Central  Educational  Committee  should 
consist  of  not  more  than  15  members  and  that  it  should  be  elected  from 
societies  members'  meetings  directly. 

The  expenses  of  all  the  members  of  the  Central  Education  Committee 
should  be  borne  by  the  Co-operative  Union. 
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By  the  Blaaldey ;  Burslem  and  District;  Failsworth ;   Liverpool;  Manchester 
and  Salford  ;  Nuneaton  ;  Stockport ;  and  Warrington  Societies — 

PERMANENT  EXECUTIVE  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

That  the  administration  of  the  Co-operative  Union  should  be  controlled 
by  a  small,  full-time,  salaried  committee,  representatives  of  the  various  sections 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  in  place  of  the  present  United  Board  and  OfHce 
Committee  and  such  other  Central  Committees  as  may  seem  desirable,  and 
that  the  Co-operative  Survey  Committee  consider  and  present  a  report  to  the 
Central  Board  within  six  months,  for  circulation  to  the  sections  and  district 
associations  in  sufficient  time  for  consideration  previous  to  next  year's  Conyress, 
as  to  the  number  of  such  committee,  the  method  of  their  election  and  their 
remuneration,  duties,  and  powers,  and  also  recommend  the  necessary  alteration 
of  rules  to  put  this  change  into  effect. 

B« — Recommendations  for  the  Organisation  of  the  Administration 
of  the  Central  Office  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

The  growing  work  of  the  Union  and  the  increasing  complexity  of  the 
work,  makes  necessaiy  a  consideration  of  the  organisation  of  the  Central 
Office  with  a  view  to  securing  the  most  efficient  administration.  In  our 
opinion  the  work  can  be  divided  into  the  following  main  sections,  and  each 
section  might  with  advantage  be  the  work  of  a  special  department  of  the 
Union  with  its  own  expert  staff. 

(a)  Legal. 

(6)  Accounting  and  Audit. 

(c)  Education. 

{d)  Statistical  and  Trade  Information. 

(e)  Propaganda  and  Publicity. 

(/)   Publications. 

{g)  Labour.  , 

(A)  Political. 

(i)  General. 
The  work  of  the  Union  allocated  to  the  various  departments  might  he 
as  follows  : — 

Legal  Department. 

The  opportunities  and  need  for  providing  legal  assistance  for  societies 
are  constantly  increasing,  and  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  Union 
should  maintain  its  position  and  extend  its  usefulness  as  legal  adviser  to 
societies.  The  legal  work,  in  the  past,  has  been  principally  advising  societies 
in  regard  to  matters  connected  with  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
Acts,  and  matters  connected  with  new  Acts  of  Parliament,  e.g.,  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  and  Insurance  Act  when  they  were  introduced. 

The  Acts  of  Parliament  affecting  societies  are  now  so  numerous,  and  the 
legislation  so  complex,  that  a  department  specialising  in  legal  matters  has 
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become  essential  if  the  Union  is  to  fulfil  its  duty  to  societies  and  maintain 
its  prestige. 

With  a  properly  equipped  legal  department  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
Union  should  not  go  even  fai'ther  than  it  has  done  in  the  past  in  helping 
societies.  It  could,  for  example,  bring  societies  into  touch  with  the  legal 
advisers  of  the  Union,  and  societies  might  place  much  of  their  legal  work, 
such  as  preparing  leases  and  agreements,  with  the  legal  advisers  of  the  Union 
and  employ  them  in  any  cases  which  they  may  have  to  take  up  in  the  courts. 
The  legal  department  would  keep  in  touch  with  Parliamentary  develop- 
ments (such  as  changes  in  the  law  likely  to  affect  the  administration  of  co 
operative  societies)  and  advise  societies  regarding  the  bearing  of  new  legisla- 
tion and  departmental  orders  upon  the  operations  of  their  businesses.  The 
staff  of  the  department  being  constantly  engaged  upon  co-operative  matters 
would  become  well  qualified  to  advise  and  help  societies.  The  department 
would  naturally  keep  in  close  touch  with  the  work  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

The  following  summary  indicates  some  of  the  work  of  such   a  depart- 
ment : — 

Advising  societies  re  Industrial  and  Provident  Acts. 
Drafting  rules  and  registering  amendments. 

Advising  on  general,   commercial,   and  industrial  matters  from  the 
legal  point  of  view — 

e.g.,  Food  and  Drugsi  Act. 

Employers'  Liability  Act. 
,  Workmen's  Compensation  Act. 

Regulations  issued  by  Home  Office  and  other  Government  Depart- 
ments. 
Advising  on  general  matters  from  the  legal  point  of  view. 
Keeping  in  touch  with  legal  decisions  and   Parliamentary  develop- 
ments. 

Accounting  and  Audit  Department. 
This  department  would  be  responsible  for  keeping  the  Union's  own 
accounts,  including  the  collection  nf  subscriptions.  The  department  would 
give  advice,  particularly  to  new  societies,  regarding  forms  of  accounts.  It 
would  also  deal  with  such  matters  as  Income  Tax  and  Excess  Profits  Duty. 
It  would  also  undertake  for  societies,  through  its  staff,  the  auditing  of 
accounts.  In  this  connection  the  recognition  of  the  Union  as  the  proper  body 
for  the  undertaking  of  the  audit  of  societies'  accounts  and  the  transfer  to  the 
Union  of  the  audit  work  now  undertaken  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  requires  some  consideration.  The  Union's  agent  in  Ireland  already 
audits  the  accounts  of  most  of  the  distributive  societies  in  Ireland. 

Education  Department. 
This  department  would  carry  on  its  present  work  in  an  expanded  form. 
It  would  give  direction  and  assistance  to  the  class  work  of  local  societies;    it 
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would  itself  arrange  correspondence  and  oral  classes;  it  would  arrange 
lectures  in  social  and  technical  subjects  and  give  advice  to  local  societies  in 
regard  to  similar  work.  It  would  arrange  week-end  summer  schools,  and 
assist  committees  doing  similar  work.  It  would  promote  educational  con 
ferences  and  co-operate  with  other  bodies  arranging  similar  conferences,  and 
would  attempt  to  co-ordinate  all  the  educational  work  of  the  movement.  It 
would,  as  now,  arrange  an  annual  Educational  Programme  and  would  be 
assisted  for  staff  purposes  by  a  number  of  travelling  teachers  and  others 
located  at  Holyoake  House.  In  its  charge  would  be  the  issue  of  the  new 
educational  journal,  the  "  Co-operative  Educator,"  and  it  would  take  into  its 
care  the  supervision  of  the  choirs  and  choral  associations,  co-ordinating  the 
work  of  the  sectional  choral  associations  and  selecting  and  suggesting  suitable 
music.  It  would  be  the  governing  authority  of  the  proposed  co-operative 
college,  and  would  maintain  joint  work  with  the  guilds  (men's  and  women's* 
and  with  the  secretaries  and  managers'  associations.  With  outside  organisa- 
tions it  would  maintain  a  connection  with  such  bodies  as  Ruskin  College  and 
the  Workers'  Educational  Association.  The  department  should  also  prove 
of  great  utility  to  societies  as  an  educational  advisory  body.  The  department 
would  be  under  the  control  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Union  for 
educational  purposes. 

Statistics  and  Trade  Information  Department. 

There  is  much  work  for  this  department  to  do.  It  should  be  responsible 
for  the  preparation  of  the  Union's  annual  and  general  statistics,  and  for  their 
proper  analysis  and  presentation  in  the  most  useful  form.  It  would  collect 
statistics  of  the  co-operative  movement  abroad,  and  give  advice  to  societies 
regarding  suitable  forms  of  statistics  for  their  purpose. 

The  department  would  also  collect  information  regarding  trade  develop- 
ments at  home  and  abroad,  and,  by  preparing  suitable  reports,  give  a  lead 
to  the  development  of  co-operative  activities  of  various  kinds. 

It  would  undertake  research  work  of  a  kind  calculated  to  give  assistance 
in  the  solution  of  co-operative  business  and  other  problems,  and  be  prepared 
to  give  advice  to  societies  regarding  the  administration  of  new  departments 
and  the  improvement  of  the  efficiency  of  existing  departments. 

The  library  would  be  in  charge  of  the  staff  of  this  department.  It  would 
have  a  reference  section  and  a  circulating  section  issuing  book  boxes  for  the 
service  of  students. 

The  library  would  collect  co-operative  and  allied  literature.  In  connection 
with  the  library,  the  department  would  also  collect  and  prepare  slides  and 
other  aids  to  teachers  and  lecturers. 

Propaganda  and  Publicity  Department. 

The  need  of  a  thorough  organisation  and  extension  of  the  Union's  pro 

paganda  work  has  long  been  apparent.      This  department  could  systematise 

the  propaganda  work   of   the   movement,   and   it  could   direct   the   work  of 

the    propagandists    and     organisers    whose    appointment    the    Constitution 
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Committee  have  already  recommended.  The  department  would  keep  lists 
of  speakers  available  in  different  districts  for  propaganda  work.  It  would 
supervise  the  arrangement  of  propaganda  meetings  and  the  -distribution  of 
leaflets  and  other  propaganda  literature.  It  would  supervise  the  work  of 
the  missionary  vans  which  are  proposed  for  propaganda  work.  It  would 
take  within  its  purview  the  organising  of  exhibitions  and  all  other  forms 
of  propaganda  and  publicity  work,  such  as  national  and  local  advertifiing 
of  a  propaganda  nature.  The  department  would  also  be  equipped  for  giving 
advice  to  societies  regarding  local  propaganda,  and  giving  them  assistance 
in  the  way  of  recommending  suitable  speakers,  preparing  suitable  mural  and 
other  literature. 

Publications  Department. 
This  department  would  be  responsible  for  the  publication  of  text  books 
for  co-operative  students  and  of  books  on  co-operation  for  the  general  reader. 
It  would  also  issue  pamphlets  and  supervise  the  issue  of  conference  papers. 
It  would  also  issue  music  for  co-operative  choirs.  The  department  would 
have  charge  and  undertake  the  sale  of  books  and  other  literature  and  the 
stock  of  books  and  pamphlets  of  the  Union.  The  Quarterly  Review  of  the 
Union  might  very  well  be  issued  by  this  department. 

Labour  Department. 

The  growing  complexity  of  labour  legislation  and  the  increasing  need 
which  societies  feel  for  assistance  in  avoiding  and  settling  labour  disputes 
makes  it  essential  that  the  Union  should  have  a  department  specialising  in 
labour  matters,  and  the  establishment  of  this  department  has  been  brought 
appreciably  nearer  by  the  appointment  of  a  Labour  Adviser.  This  department 
would  need  to  keep  itself  informed  regarding  labour  conditions  in  the  move- 
•jient  and  watch  legislation  and  literature  affecting  labour. 

The  department  would,  by  reason  of  its  expert  knowledge,  be  prepared 
to  advise  societies  on  labour  matters  and  assist  them  in  cases  of  arbitration 
and  conciliation,  as  well  as  give  them  expert  advice  in  case  of  trade  disputes. 
It  would  be  the  section  of  the  Union's  organisation  dealing  with  arbitration 
and  conciliation  boards  and  hours  and  wages  boards. 

The  head  of  the  department  would  be  a  member  (it  might  be  advisable 
for  him  to  be  appointed  a  secretary)  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade-unionists, 
and  Co-operators. 

This  department  would  also  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  stimulating 
opinion  in  the  movement  in  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  good  conditions  of 
employment.  It  would  keep  in  touch  with  what  the  best  employers  were 
doing  in  the  way  of  welfare  work,  and  would  advise  societies  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  It  would  also  advise  the  movement  in  regard  to  methods  of 
solving  labour  problems,  such  as  unemployment,  reduction  of  hours,  &c. 

Political  Department. 
In  view  of  the  decision  of  the  Swansea  Congress  respecting  co-operative 
political   representation,   we    feel   it   essential   that   there  should   be  a  well- 
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organised  political  department  of  the  Union.  This  department  should  keep 
in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  local  political  councils,  and  at  all  times  be  in 
a  position  to  advise  and  help  them  in  their  work.  It  should  prepare  and 
carry  out  schemes  of  political  propaganda  on  behalf  of  the  movement  and 
undertake  such  work  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  success  of  co-operative 
candidates  at  Parliamentary  elections. 

General  Department. 
This   department   would   deal   with   all   matters   not   falling   within   the 
province  of  the  departments  already   enumerated.      Some  of   these  matters 
are  : — 

(1)  Preparation  for  and  organisation  of  Annual  Congress. 

(2)  Work  connected  therewith,  e.g.,  preparation  of  nomination  and 
voting  papers,  issue  of  delegates'  credentials,  preparation  of  Annual 
Congress  Report. 

It  would  also  supervise  the  printing  of  the  minutes  of  sectional  boards  and  of 
other  Union  committees.  It  would  deal  with  foreign  correspondence  and 
general  correspondence.  It  would  also  deal  with  the  arrangements  for 
meetings  of  the  Office  and  General  Purposes  Committee  and  of  the  Central 
Board. 

Organisation  and  Co-ordination  of  Various  Departments. 
There  is  a  close  relation  between  the  work  of  several  of  these  departments. 
Thus,  the  Legal  Department  and  the  Labour  Department  will  require  to  be 
in  consultation  frequently,  as  will  the  Publications  Department,  the  Educa- 
tional Department,  and  the  Propaganda  Department.  For  this  reason,  it  is 
essential  that  whilst  each  department  specialises  in  its  particular  work  there 
should  be  close  co-operation  between  the  departments  and  adequate  co- 
ordination. The  General  Secretary  of  the  Union  should  be  looked  upon  as 
the  person  responsible  for  the  proper  co-ordination  of  the  work  of  the  various 
departments,  and  whilst  specially  supervising  the  general  work  alluded  to 
above,  he  would  also  have  general  supervision  of  the  various  other  departments 
through  the  head  of  each  department.  The  close  and  harmonious  unity  of 
the  various  departments  would  also  be  promoted  by  a  weekly  meeting  of  heads 
of  departments. 

For  the  organisation  of  the  departments  themselves  two  or  three  methods 
are  open.      One  method  is  to  form  the  following  groups  : — 

No.  1. — Legal. 

No.  2. — Accounting  and  auditing. 

No.  3. — Education  and  statistics. 

No.  4. — Propaganda  and  publications. 

No.  5. — Labour. 

No.  6.— Political. 

No.  7. — General. 
Thus  the  adoption  of  this  method  is  immediately  possible  with  the  present 
staff. 
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A  second  method  is  to  form  three  groups  as  follows  ; — 
No.  1. — Legal,   accounting,   and  labour. 

No.  2. — Propaganda,  education,  statistics,  publications,  and  politics. 
No.  3. — General. 

Each  section  would  have  a  head,  and  each  sub-section  also  have  a  head, 
specialising  in  the  work  of  that  sub-section. 

A  third  method  is  to  constitute  each  department  with  its  own  head, 
directly  responsible  to  the  General  Secretary. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  first  method  is  the  best. 

We  have  considered  the  present  staff  of  the  Union  in  relation  to  the 
needs  outlined  above,  and  think  that,  with  the  contemplated  additions  as 
approved  by  the  Central  Board,  no  further  heads  of  departments  need  be 
engaged. 

These  various  departments  might  be  allocated  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees of  the  Union,  which  would  be  responsible  to  the  Central  Board  for 
the  proper  administration  of  the  various  departments. 

C— Constitution  of  Distributive  ^nd  Productive  Societies. 

We  have  had  under  consideration  the  question  of  the  constitution  of  the 
distributive  and  productive  societies,  but  in  view  of  the  variety  of  methods 
adopted,  we  find  that  the  only  practical  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter  is 
to  suggest  that  societies  generally  should  adopt  the  Model  General  Rules 
published  by  the  Co-operative  Union.  These  rules  can  easily  be  adapted  to 
the  requirements  of  any  society  by  means  of  a  few  special  rules  being  pre- 
fixed, and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  registration,  as  the  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies  is  well  acquainted  with  their  contents,  and  is  thus  able 
to  give  his  certificate  without  undue  delay. 

We  have  examined  the  latest  form  of  Model  Rules  published  by  the 
Union,  and  think  they  need  revision  in  ^ome  respects.  We  would,  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  Central  Board  should  appoint  a  small  committee 
to  undertake  this  work  immediately  after  Congress. 

D. — Constitution  of  Educational  Committees  of  Retail 
Distributive  Societies. 

Recommendations  brought  forivard  from  the  report  submitted  to  the 
Swansea  Congress. 

GENERAL. 

The  committee  feel  that  there  is  a  great  need  for  stimulating  the  com- 
mittees of  these  societies  to  greater  educational  activity.  In  our  opinion,  these 
committees  have  not,  as  a  whole,  sufficiently  risen  to  the  task  imposed  upon 
them  as  educators  of  co-operative  opinion.  Their  connection  with  the  central 
authority  is  only  very  loose  ;  and  with  a  few  notable  exceptions  very  little  local 
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initiative  has  been  displayed.  This  may  be  due  to  the  frequent  changee  in 
the  personnel  of  the  committees.  In  some  cases,  membership  of  the 
educational  committee  is  looked  upon  merely  as  a  stepping  stone  to  member- 
ship of  the  management  committee,  whose  members  have  what  some  consider 
greater  responsibilities  and  are  more  highly  remunerated.  In  other  cases, 
there  is  lack  of  close  co-operation  between  the  education  committee  and  the 
management  committee ;  and  in  a  few  cases  the  relations  are  not  sufficiently 
friendly.  In  our  opinion  the  educational  work  of  a  society  is  worthy  of  the 
best  effort  that  can  be  put  into  it,  and  should  claim  the  services  of  the  best 
men  and  women  that  can  be  found  for  it.  The  committee  charged  with  the 
educational  work  should  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  management 
committee,  and  with  the  Men's  and  Women's  Guilds,  employees'  associations, 
and  other  similar  organisations,  either  through  a  system  of  representation  or 
through  frequent  conferences  or  consultations.  Much  educational  work  could 
and  should  be  done  in  co-operation  with  trade  unions,  trades  coun-.ls,  and 
similar  working-class  organisations.  In  large  societies,  the  educational  work 
should  be  so  extensive  and  important  as  to  justify  the  appointment  of  a  whole- 
time  official  as  secretary.  Upon  this  matter  and  the  constitution  of  education 
committees,  recommendations  are  made  below. 

GRANTS  FOR  EDUCATIONAL   WORK. 

We  regret  to  record  the  fact  that  many  societies  have  recently  reduced 
their  educational  grant.  In  some  cases,  this  reduction  seems  to  have  resulted 
from  dissatisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  the  educational  grant  has  been 
expended  ;  but  there  is  clear  evidence  that  the  societies  which  are  progressing 
fastest  have  not  stinted  wise  expenditure  for  educational  purposes.  The 
committee  reiterate  their  opinion  that  education  is  a  necessity  not  a  luxury, 
and  expenditure  upon  it  should  be  considered  as  essential  as  expenditure 
upon  propaganda  and  advertising,  and  for  other  trade  purposes.  We  there- 
fore strongly  urge  societies  not  already  making  education  grants  to  make  them 
and  secure  their  wise  expenditure. 

In  our  opinion  the  dependence  of  educational  funds  upon  allocations  from 
the  trading  surplus  is  unsatisfactory.  It  obscures  the  fact  that  co-operative 
education  is  a  necessity — not  a  luxury  or  a  competitor  with  other  claimants  like 
dividend  for  a  share  of  the  profits.  We  therefore  suggest  that  educational 
grants  should  not  be  based  on  a  proportion  of  profits,  but  based  on  a  definite 
sum  per  member  per  year.  The  annual  grant,  in  our  opinion,  should  be  in 
no  case  less  than  one  shilling  per  member,  and  ought  to  be  much  more  if  the 
educational  work  of  the  movement — nationally  and  locally — is  to  be  what  it 
ought  to  be.  Some  societies  already  give  more  than  this  amount,  and  the 
committee  welcome  their  action  and  would  press  other  societies  to  follow  the 
example. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  foundation  principles  governing  the  constitution  and  work  of  an 
educational  committee  should  be  the  initiating,  foetering,  and  developing  of 


Report  of  Central  Board. 


216 


educational  work  of  a  co-operative  and  allied  character.  The  educational 
work  of  a  society  being  closely  connected  with  the  success  of  the  trading  and 
general  social  activities  of  the  society,  the  constitution  of  an  educational  com- 
mittee should  be  such  as  will  promote  the  closest  possible  relationship  between 
the  educational  committee,  the  management  committee,  the  guilds,  and  such 
other  organisations  connected  with  the  society  as  are  of  an  educational,  pro- 
pagandist or  social  nature.  The  employees  should  also  be  closely  linked  up 
with  the  educational  committee  and  its  work.  In  accordance  with  the 
principles  stated  above,  we  suggest  that  educational  committees  in  retail 
distributive  societies  be  constituted  on  the  following  lines  : — 

Suggested  Constitution  for  Educational  Committees  in  Retail 
Distributive  Co-operative  Socieiies. 


Organisations  or  Sections  Represented, 


ManagementCommittee 

Members    specially     elected    for    educational 

purposes  

Women's  Guild   ■. 

Men's  Guild    

Officials  (Managers  and  Secretarial  Staff)  .... 
Other  Employees 


Number  of  Representatives. 


In  Large 
Societies. 


2  persons. 


person. 


In  Small 
Societies. 


1  person. 


persons, 
person. 


Where  the  education  committee  is  constituted  in  accordance  with  the  fore- 
going suggestions,  we  recommend  that  it  should  also  take  charge  of  the 
propaganda  and  publicity  department  of  the  society.  Detailed  methods  of 
selecting  the  members  for  the  education  committee  can  be  left  for  societies  to 
determine  according  to  local  circumstances. 

[N.B. — It  is  very  important  in  making  the  selection  of  members  of  the 
education  committee  that  the  special  nature  of  the  work  of  the  conunittee  be 
borne  in  mind.] 

In  societies  with  a  membership  of  10,000  and  upwards  we  recommend  the 
appointment  of  a  special  permanent  education  secretary  (man  or  woman),  and 
a  special  permanent  secretary  for  publicity  and  propaganda,  whilst  for  smaller 
societies  we  recommend  a  permanent  official  (man  or  woman)  for  education 
and  propaganda  jointly. 

The  operation  of  the  time-limit  works  very  disadvantageously  in  the  case 
of  education  committees.  We  recommend  that  time-limits  be  abolished,  and 
that  members  of  such  committees  be  elected  for  a  minimum  period  of  two 
years  with  eligibility  for  re-election.  The  arrangejnents  for  retiral  and 
election  may  be  left  to  local  decision ;  but  it  is  advisable  that  not  more  than 
one-half  of  the  members  retire  each  year. 

In  cases  where  a  society's  operations  cover  a  wide  area  we  recommend  the 
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formation  of  district  educational  committees  with  locaJ  powens,  working  with 
the  educational  committee,  and  linked  up  with  it  in  such  a  way,  or  ways,  as 
may  be  found  locally  desirable. 

In  the  case  of  large  and  fairly-large  societies,  where  active  educationaJ 
work  is  undertaken,  we  recommend  that  quarterly  meetings  of  members  for  the 
consideration  of  educational  matters  be  arranged,  distinct  from  the  ordinary 
quarterly  meetings  for  the  trading  business  of  the  society.  At  such  educational 
quarterly  meetings  a  report  of  the  educational  committee  should  be  presented 
for  consideration ;  and  the  meeting  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  rousing  and 
sustaining  interest  in  educational  work  and  for  outlining  and  developing  the 
educational  policy  of  the  society.  As  far  as  possible,  the  educational  com- 
mittees of  all  societies  should  carry  out  the  suggestions  contained  in  the  pro- 
gramme issued  by  the  Educational  Department  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 
The  education  committee  should  meet  the  management  committee  from  time 
to  time — ^say,  quarterly  or  half-yearly — for  the  purpose  of  discussing  matters 
of  common  interest  and  securing  co-ordination  and  harmonious  working  in  the 
efforts  of  both  committees.  It  is  desirable,  also,  that  the  two  committees 
should  annually  meet  the  employees  in  a  gathering  of  a  social  character,  at 
which  the  educational  work  of  the  society  might  be  a  subject  of  consideration. 
The  technical  training  of  employees  might  be  discussed  at  a  meeting  of 
employees,  management  committee,  and  education  committee  specially  con- 
vened annually  for  this  purpose.  The  technical  and  co-operative  education 
is  far  more  important  than  has  been  realised  by  many  societies,  and  we 
strongly  urge  management  and  education  committees  to  devote  their  immediate 
attention  to  this  matter  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Education 
Department  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

El — Constitution  of  Educational  Associations. 

Recommendations  brought  forward  from  the  report  submitted  to  the 
Swansea  Congress. 
GENERAL. 

We  have  previously  remarked  that  these  associations  have  not  completely 
fulfilled  the  high  hopes  once  held  of  them.  The  machinery  of  their  organisa- 
tion is  the  subject  of  special  recommendations  made  below.  The  only 
suggestion  we  have  to  make  here  in  this  respect  is  that  they  should  bring  into 
association  with  them  more  committees  and  guild  branches  than  are  at  present 
in  membership.  We  think  the  associations  should  make  a  vigorous  canvass 
of  all  unattached  societies'  committees,  branches  of  the  guilds,  and  associations 
of  employees,  as  well  as  interested  individual  co-operators,  in  order  to  secure 
their  membership.  Initiative,  enthusiasm,  and  energy  are  essential  to 
success ;  and  the  associations  in  some  sections  show  no  lack  of  these  qualities, 
t/he  inadequacy  of  their  funds  being  the  principal  factor  which  restricts  their 
operations.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
educational    zeal    in   the   movement   which   has   hitherto   been   insufficiently 
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enlisted  for  our  educational  work ;  and  we  recommend  that  individual  mem- 
bere  should  be  eligible  for  membership  of  the  educational  associations  with 
representation  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  association  on  the  lines  of  the 
recommendation  made  below.  For  this  purpose,  members  of  the  Educational 
League  suggested  above  will  be  recommended  as  eligible  for  membership  of  the 
educational  association  of  the  section  in  which  they  live.  We  believe  that 
two  excellent  results  will  follow  if  this  recommendation  be  adopted. 

In  the  first  place,  we  should  attract  to  our  educational  work  and  retain 
for  it  a  large  number  of  men  and  women  who  are  now  drawn  off  into  other 
reform  movements. 

In  the  second  place,  we  believe  the  accession  of  zealous  and  enthusiastic 
educationalists,  who  for  various  reasons  cannot  pass  through  the  present 
approaches  to  membership  of  the  associations,  would  do  a  great  deal  to 
maintain  the  initiative  and  vigour  which  these  associations  must  possess  if  they 
are  to  fulfil  their  mission. 

We  strongly  urge  the  establishment  of  a  closer  connection  between  each 
educational  association  and  the  Sectional  Board  of  the  area  in  which  it 
operates.  The  executives  of  these  two  bodies  should  meet  in  consultation  at 
least  once  each  year ;  and  the  Sectional  Board  should  be  represented  on  the 
executive  of  the  association.  Upon  these  matters,  also,  recommendations  are 
made  below. 

The  committee  also  think  the  educational  associations  should  come  into 
closer  touch  with  the  local  educational  committees  and  other  organisations 
performing  educational  functions  in  their  area.  Schemes  for  achieving  this 
end  could  best  be  worked  out  by  those  with  greater  knowledge  of  local  condi- 
tions than  this  committee  possesses;  but  conferences  with  the  committees  or 
groups  of  committees  in  contiguous  areas  for  the  discussion  of  problems  not 
usually  dealt  with  at  larger  conferences  might  be  one  of  the  methods  adopted ; 
greater  efforts  might  be  made  to  stimulate  class  work ;  and  united  efforts  in 
educational  experiments  might  be  made.  If  the  educational  associations 
rise  to  their  full  responsibilities  and  opportunities  they  may  do  much  to 
relieve  the  Central  Educational  authority  of  much  of  the  work  it  now  does, 
thus  giving  the  central  authority  opportunities  for  opening  up  new  spheres  of 
activity.  It  may  ultimately  be  desirable  to  have  a  special  educational 
organiser  in  each  section ;  and  we  recommend  this  matter  for  future  con- 
sideration. 

Some  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  work  of  an  educational  association  are 
contained  in  the  Co-operative  Union  pamphlet  "  The  Work  of  an  Educational 
Association,"  and  these  suggestions  we  commend  to  the  associations  for  careful 
consideration  and  adoption. 

CONSTITUTION. 

We  recommend  that  the  word  "  committees"  be  omitted  from  the  name 
of  these  associations,  and  that  they  be  known  in  future  as  Sectional  Eduoa 
tional  Associations. 
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We  recommend  also  the  following  : — 

Basis  of  Constitution. 
Eligibility  for  Membership. 

(1)  All  societies  in  the  section,  through  their  educational  committee,  where 
one  exists,  and  the  management  committee  where  there  is  no  educational 
committee. 

(2)  The  sectional  board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  as  an  ex -officio  member 
of  the  association. 

(3)  All  branches  of  the  guilds  (men's  and  women's). 

(4)  All  employees  of  co-operative  societies  through  their  group  organisa- 
tions, the  employees  of  each  society  forming  a  group  for  this  purpose. 

(5)  The  National  Co-operative  Managers'  Association. 

(6)  The  Co-operative  Secretaries'  Association. 

(7)  Individual  members  of  the  Co-operators'  Educational  League  resident 
in  the  section  (but  with  only  one  collective  vote  in  the  election  of  the  execu- 
tive). 

Executive. 

From  this  general  membership  an  executive  of  twelve  members  (including 
officers)  to  be  elected  on  the  following  basis  : — 
A  president. 
Four  persons  representing  societies,  of  whom  at  least  three  must  be  members 

of  special  educational  committees. 
One  person  representing  the  Women's  Guilds. 
One  person  representing  the  Mens'  Guilds. 
One  person  representing  the  employees. 

One  person  representing  other  members  of  the  association.       With 
One  person  representing,  and  appointed  by,  the  Sectional  Board  (preferably 

the   representative   of    the    Sectional   Board   on   the   proposed    Advisory 

Council  for  Educational  ajid  General  Purposes)  who  shall  pay  the  expenses 

of  their  representative. 
With  the  consent  of  the  Educational  Association  of  any  section  the  Educational 

Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union  may  appoint  from  their  number  or 

staff  an  additional  member  of  the  committee,  but  shall  pay  the  expenses 

of  any  person  so  appointed. 

The  association  shall,  in  addition,  complete  the  membership  of  the  Execu- 
tive by  appointing  a  secretary,  or  secretaries,  one  of  whom,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  co-ordination  of  effort  with  the  Sectional  Board,  we  recommend  should 
be  the  Co-operative  Union  sectional  secretary.  Whilst  the  persons  appointed 
to  the  executive  shall  be  representative,  as  suggested  above,  the  president 
and  the  secretary,  or  secretaries,  may  be  nominated  by,  and  shall  be  elected 
by,  the  whole  of  the  members,  except  that  the  representative  of  the  Sectional 
Board  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Sectional  Board.  The  secretary,  or  secre- 
taries, shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  executive  and  all  other  meetings.  The 
president  shall  be  ex-officio  chairman  of  the  executive.  The  executive  shall 
appoint  from  ita  own  number  a  treasurer. 
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The  members  of  the  executive  shall  be  elected  for  a  period  of  two  years, 
retiring  members  to  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

The  method  of  retirement  may  be  left  to  be  decided  by  each  association 
for  itself. 

In  ail  elections  each  committee,  guild  branch,  association,  or  group  shall 
have  one  vote. 

[N.B. — The  associations  should  be  registered  and  become  members  of 
the  Co-operative  Union.] 

INCOME. 

The  annual  subscriptions  shall  be  : —  £    s.  d. 

Educational  and  management  committees  of  societies,  with  fewer 

than  1,000  members   0  10    6 

Ditto,  with  1,000  to  5,000  members  *1     1    0 

Ditto,  with  over  5,000  members  *2    2    0 

Guild  branches— under  50  members,  2s.  6d.  ;    over  50 0    5    0 

Employees'  associations — under  50  members,  2s.  6d.  ;    over  50...     0    5    0 

Other  associations  0    5    0 

Members  of  the  Educational  League,  3d.  each,  remitted  to  the  association 

by  the  Co-operators'  Educational  League  from  the  subscriptions  paid  to  the 

League  by  its  members. 

Such  annual  grants  as  may  be  allocated  by  the  Co-operative  Union  through 

its  educational  executive. 

EXPENSES. 

The  railway  fai'es  and  other  out-of-pocket  expenses  of  members  of  the 
executive  shall  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  association  when  they  are 
attending  conferences  and  executive  meetings,  or  are  engaged  on  deputation  or 
other  work  on  behalf  of  the  association.  The  secretaries  and  treasurer  shall, 
for  the  present,  be  honorarj'  officials ;  but  the  association  shall  grant  them  an 
honorarium  annually  if  it  so  desires. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Copies  of  the  minutes  of  all  executive  and  general  meetings  shall  be 
forwarded  to  the  Education  Department  of  the  Co-operative  Union.  A  report 
of  work  done  by  each  educational  association  shall  also  be  forwarded  quarterly 
to  the  Education  Department  of  the  Union. 

The  educational  associations  should  maintain  a  close  connection  with  the 
Education  Department  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  for  this  purpose  we 
recommend  that  the  Educational  Executive  of  the  Union  should  meet  the 
executive  of  each  association  at  least  once  a  year  to  discuss  schemes 
of  work ;   and  we  further  recommend  that  the  educational  associations  prepare 

*  We  recommend  these  subscriptions  in  order  to  make  the  associations 
financially  strong  ;   but  the  minimum  subscription  should  be  10s.  6d. 
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annually  a  scheme  of  work  for  the  year  upon  which  the  papers  of  their 
conferences  should  be  based. 

When  conditions  permit,  it  would  be  helpful  if  a  joint  meeting  or  con- 
ference of  the  executives  of  all  educational  associations  could  be  held,  and 
this  conference  would  be  the  more  helpful  if  arranged  jointly  with  the 
Educational  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

Note. — When  these  recommendations,  with  or  without  amendmant,  are 
adopted,  we  recommend  that  the  Education  Department  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  draft  a  model  code  of  rules  for  educational  associations  in  accord  with 
the  proposals  as  approved. 


SUMMARY   OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 


A.— THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

The  objecte  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  recommendations  and  amend- 
ments set  out  above  may  be  briefly  summarised  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  widening  of  the  objects  rule  of  the  Union,  so  as  to  give  more 
prominence  to  what  we  are  really  striving  for,  i.e.,  the  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth, by  means  of — 

(a)  The  propagation  of  co-operative  principles  and  ideas; 

(6)  The  organisation  of  co-operative  work  in  all  its  branches,   whether 

such  work  be  in  connection  with  industries,  trades,  or  business ; 

and 
(c)  The  promotion  of  education. 

2.  The  restriction  of  membership  of  the  Union  to  those  organisations 
which  have  the  promotion  of  co-operative  principles  and  ideas  their  first 
aim  and  object. 

3.  The  government  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union  on  broader  lines  by 
constituting  the  Central  Board  as  a  real  Board  of  Management,  thus  rendering 
unnecessary  the  continued  existence  of  the  United  Board  and  Office  Committee. 

4.  The  appointment  of  a  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  as  an 
Executive  of  the  Central  Board. 

5.  Guarantee  of  suitability  of  candidates  for  the  Central  Board  by  the 
initiation  of  special  qualification  for  service. 

6.  The  election  of  members  of  the  Central  Boajd  on  a  broad  basis  by  the 
uniform  application  of  the  sectional  method  of  election  instead  of  by  district 
representation. 

7.  The  filling  of  vacancies  on  the  Central  Board  by  the  Sectional  Board 
concerned. 

8.  The  greater  permanency  of  the  position  of  chairman  of  the  Central 
Board. 

9.  The  power  of  removal  to  be  vested  in  the  Central  Board. 

10.  The  provision  of  standing  orders  governing  the  meetings  of  the 
Central  Board. 
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11.  The  appointment  by  the  Central  Board  of  a  special  committee  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  revised  sectional  boundaries. 

12.  The  extension  of  the  powers  of  appointing  honorary  members  in  order 
that  those  who  have  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  movement  may  be 
suita,bly  recognised.  [ 

13.  The  appointment  of  a  National  Co-operative  Auxiliary  Council  for 
Education  and  General  Puiposes. 

14.  The  appointment  of  an  Educational  Executive. 

15.  The  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, to  provide  for  it  being  a  committee  of  the  Central  Board. 

16.  The  revision  of  the  constitution  of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Representation  Committee,  to  provide  for  it  being  a  committee  of  the  Union, 
reeponsible  to  the  Central  Board. 

17.  The  appointment  of  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee  as  a  committee 
of  the  Union,  representative  of  all  the  sectional  boards,  and  the  appointment 
of  a  number  of  organisers. 

18.  The  appointment  of  a  Statistical  and  General  Publications  Committee, 
to  consist  of  an  equal  mmiber  of  representatives  of  the  Central  Board  and 
the  Educational  Executive. 

19.  The  increasing  of  the  fees  paid  to  members  of  the  Central  Board  when 
attending  Congress,  and  the  fees  paid  to  members  of  the  sectional  boards. 

20.  The  appointment  of  a  permanent  or  full-time  salaried  Executive  of  the 
Union. 

21.  The  closer  relationship  of   auxiliary  bodies  with  the  Union. 

22.  The  pirovision  for  voting  at  conferences  by  representatives  of  auxiliai-y 
bodies. 

23.  The  adoption  of  a  uniform  code  of  rules  for  all  district  associations. 

24.  The  holding  of  an  annual  conference  by  all  sections  and  district 
associations. 

25.  The  sectionalisation  of  Congress  proceedings  in  such  a  way  as  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  Congress  and  enable  important  questions  to  be  more 
fully  considered  and  therefore  the  decisions  arrived  at  to  be  truly  expressive 
of  the  feeling  and  desire  of  the  movement  as  a  whole. 

26.  The  representation  of  the  Central  Board,  through  the  section,  on  the 
Congress  fleception  Committee. 

B.— THE    ORGANISATION    OF    THE    ADMINISTRATION    OF    THE 
CENTRAL  OFFICE  OF  THE  CO-OPERATIVE  UNION. 

1.  The  extension  of  the  legal  department  of  the  Union. 

2.  The  formation  of  an  accounting  and  audit  department. 

3.  The  expansion  of  the  education  department. 

4.  The  formation  of  a  statistics  and  trade  information  department. 

5.  The  extension  of  the  propaganda  work  of  the  Union. 

6.  The  formation  of  a  publications  department,  which  would  be  responsible 
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for  the  publication  of  text  books,  books  on  co-operation  for  the  general  reader, 
pamphlets,  &c, 

7.  The  establishment  of  a  Labour  department,  to  give  advice  on  Labour 
matters,  and  assist  in  cases  of  arbitration  and  conciliation. 

8.  The  formation  of  a  political  department. 

C— CONSTITUTION    OF    DISTRIBUTIVE    AND    PRODUCTIVE 

SOCIETIES. 

1.  The  appointment  of  a  small  committee  by  the  Central  Board  to  revise 
the  model  general  rules  published  by  the  Co-operative  Union. 

D.— CONSTITUTION  OF  EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES  OF  RETAIL 
DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETIES. 

1.  Greater  activity  on  the  part  of  educational  committees  of  retail  dis- 
tributive societies,  both  among  co-operators  and  other  members  of  the  working 
classes ;  more  attention  being  paid  to  classes  and  relatively  less  to  entertain- 
ments; and  the  appointment  wherever  possible  of  a  full-time  secretary  for 
education. 

2.  The  fixing  of  the  educational  grant  of  retail  distributive  societies  on 
the  basis  of  membership  rather  than  on  percentage  of  profits. 

3.  The  constitution  of  educational  committees  of  retail  distributive 
societies  on  lines  that  will  secure  the  representation  of  all  sections  of  member- 
ship or  organisations  in  connection  with  a  retail  distributive  society,  that 
are  or  ought  to  be  interested  in  education. 

E.— CONSTITUTION    OF    EDUCATIONAL    ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  Development  of  the  work  of  educational  associations  through  the 
widening  of  membership,  increase  of  funds,  the  exercise  of  greater  initiative, 
and  greater  participation  in  the  general  educational  work  of  the  movement, 
assisted  by  more  frequent  conferences  with,  and  joint  work  with,  the  central 
and  local  educational  c.mmittees. 

2.  The  adoption  of  a  constitution  for  educational  associations  on  lines 
that  will  secure  a  better  representation  of  persons  and  organisations  interested 
in  co-operative  education. 

Resolution  from  the  Enfield  Highway  Co-operative  Society  Limited — 
SURVEY    COMMITTEE'S    REPORT. 

Seeing  that  no  adequate  consideration  has  been  given  by  the  move- 
ment to  the  proposals  of  the  Survey  Committee,  Congress  directs  that  those 
parts  of  the  report  deaiing  nith  the  constitution  and  administrative  system 
be  referred  baeli  for  discussion  by  societies  ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  committee 
of  nine  be  appointed  by  societies  immediately  after  Congress  to  draw  up 
proposals  based  on  (1)  the  democratic  principle  of  direct  election  from 
societies   of  the   Executive  of  the  movement   (and  any  other  committees 
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desirable) ;  (2)  the  adjustment  of  work  so  as  to  meet  most  effectively  the 
demands  made  by  neiv  co-operative  policies  and  developments  and  (3)  the 
freedom  of  auxiliary  bodies  from  official  control.  Further,  that  steps  be  taken 
to  secure  the  issue,  in  convenient  form,  of  both  sets  of  proposals  in  time 
for  full  discussion  by  the  movement  before  next  Congress* 

F.- OVERLAPPING   AND    AMALGAMATION. 

The  Survey  Committee,  through  its  Trade  Sub-committee  and  the 
Constitution  Sub-committee,  has  given  earnest  consideration  to  the  overlapping 
which  exists  in  the  movement,  and  the  overlapping  which  may  arise  duxing 
the  next  few  years  as  a  result  of  the  natural  development  of  existing  societies. 
This  overlapping  not  only  represents  duplication  of  effort,  but  leads  to  the 
development  of  an  unco-operative  spirit  in  the  relationships  of  neighbouring 
societies.  We,  therefore,  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  all  societies  to  arrange 
boundaries  with  the  societies  whose  territory  adjoins  their  own,  and  thus 
remove  any  overlapping  which  may  now  exist  and  prevent  any  that  might 
arise  in  the  future.  We  have  recommended  in  another  part  of  our  report 
that  any  dispute  which  cannot  be  settled  between  the  societies  concerned 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Co-operative  Union  as  arbitrators,  whose  decision 
shall  be  final  and  binding.  We  also  recommend  that  sectional  boards,  either 
themselves  or  through  the  district  associations  in  their  area,  convene  meetings 
of  small  groups  of  societies  which  may  be  interested  in  the  demarcation  ol 
boundaries  affecting  them  all,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  such  boundaries. 
If  this  recommendation  be  carried  out,  every  society  in  the  country  will  know 
what  is  its  own  area,  and  can  proceed  with  the  co-operative  development  of 
that  area  without  trespassing  upon  the  area  of  other  societies.  In  some 
cases,  co-operative  development  will  probably  be  accelerated  and  trading 
organisation  rendered  more  efficient  by  the  cession  or  exchange  of  branches 
and  territory ;  in  other  cases,  amalgamation  of  neighbouring  societies  may  be 
the  most  practical  method  of  eliminating  the  overlapping  and  securing  greater 
economy  and  efficiency  in  administration ;  whilst  in  still  other  cases,  where 
there  may  be  little  or  no  overlapping,  amalgamation  may  still  be  desirable 
in  order  to  promote  economy  and  efficiency  of  administration.  We  consider, 
too,  that  feder^icns  of  retail  and  distributive  societies  can  in  many  places 
be  formed  for  the  purpose  of  undertaking  businesses  which  societies  indi- 
vidually are  not  able  to  undertake,  or  which  can  be  more  economically 
administered  by  a  federation.  Some  of  these  businesses  are  laundries  and 
bakeries ;  but  others  are  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Trade  Committee. 
We  recommend  sectional  boards  to  take  into  account  all  these  phases  of  the 
problem  of  overlapping  and  dissipation  of  energy  in  arranging  the  programme 
of  matters  to  be  discussed  at  the  meetings  of  societies  which'  we  have  recom- 
mended should  be  called.  In  considering  these  problems,  we  suggest  that  the 
relative  advantages  of  large  and  small  societies  referred  to  in  the  Trade  Sub- 
committee's report  should  be  borne  in  mind,  so  that  the  societies  of  the  future 
may  be  of  a  size  that  will  secure  the  greatest  economy  of   administration 
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combined  with  the  possibility  of  retaining  democratic  control  and  the  interest 
of  the  individual  members.  Every  case  will  require  consideration  on  jts  own 
merits,  as  the  conditions  vary  in  different  districts  according  to  the  density 
of  population,  the  communications  between  the  various  parts  of  the  area, 
and  the  existence  of  what  may  be  called  an  identity  of  social  existence.  In 
the  case  of  large  societies  it  may  be  necessary  to  appoint  district  committees 
in  various  parts  of  the  area  for  the  purpose  of  securing  local  interest  and 
the  expression  of  the  varying  needs  of 'the  different  districts  in  the  area. 

We  have  given  special  consideration  to  the  case  of  London  in  considering 
these  problems,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  presents  features  peculiar  to 
itself,  both  in  regard  to  the  size  of  societies  in  the  area,  the  possibility  and 
desirability  of  affecting  amalgamation,  the  making  of  boundaries,  the  transfer 
of  members  from  one  society  to  another,  the  undertaking  of  joint  trading 
enterprises,  and  the  institution  of  joint  propaganda  effort.  The  problem  is 
so  big  and  the  circumstances  are  so  peculiar  as  to  be  known  fully  only  to 
the  societies  in  the  area,  for  which  reason  we  confine  our  reconrunendation 
to  a  suggestion  that  the  societies  in  the  London  area,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Southern  Sectional  Board,  should  confer  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  various  phases  of  the  problem  with  a  view  to  securing  a  greater  consolida- 
tion of  co-operative  forces  in  the  London  area.  We  are  strongly  of  opinion 
that  such  a  consolidation  is  desirable  and  possible,  and  that  it  would  be 
followed  by  an  expansion  of  co-operative  activities  which  would  not  only 
enhance  the  prestige  and  usefulness  of  the  movement  in  the  London  area, 
but  also  react  upon  and  increase  the  prestige  and  usefulness  of  the  movement 
throughout  the  whole  country. 

G.~FEDERATIONS    WITHIN    THE   UNION. 

(1)  CO-OPERATIVE  WHOLESALE  SOCIETIES. 

After  the  Co-operative  Union  which,  by  its  constitution,  embraces 
every  form  of  co-operative  effort  and  includes  societies  with  widely  differing 
aims  and  methods,  come  the  important  Federations  of  Societies  formed  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  the  supply  of  goods  either  by  purchase  in  the  markets 
of  the  world  or  by  production  and  maniifacttire.  These  federations  may 
be  classified  in  accordance  with  their  constitutions  and  also  in  accordance 
with  their  aims  and  methods.  The  largest  of  these  in  point  of  number 
of  constituents  and  magnitude  of  operation  are  comprised  of  the  retail 
societies  of  England  and  Scotland.  These  federations  have  for  their  object 
the  supply  to  individual  societies  of  commodities  required  for  consumption 
by  their  members,  and  are  called  in  England  and  Scotland  Wholesale 
Societies,  or,  more  familiarly,  the  WTiolesales.  There  is  also  in  Ireland  a 
Wholesale  Society  differentiated  by  name  from  those  of  England  and 
Scotland,  being  called  the  Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society,  and  fiirther 
differentiated  from  them  by  being  comprised  of  societies  of  agricultural 
producers.     It  is  therefore  an  altogether  different  type  of  wholesale  society 
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to  those  of  England  and  Scotland.  There  is  also  another  Federal  organisa- 
tion consisting  of  co-operative  societies.  This  has  for  its  object  the  develop- 
ment oi  manufacture.  The  societies  of  which  it  is  comprised  are  known 
as  co-operative  productive  societies.  This  organisation  is  called  the  Co- 
operative Productive  Federation.  In  the  survey  of  the  constitution  and 
work  of  the  whole  of  these  federations,  the  different  types  have  been  subjected 
to  separate  examination. 

GENERAL. 

As  has  been  already  stated,  there  are  three  wholesale  organisations 
in  the  United  Kingdom  associated  with  the  Co-operative  Union  and  working 
in  the  interest  of  co-operators  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  They  are 
well  known  as  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  the  Scottish  Wholesale 
Society,  and  the  Irish  Agricviltural  Wholesale  Society  respectively.  They 
were  established  at  different  times  and  under  more  or  less  differing 
cLicvunstances.  For  these  reasons  and  the  further  reason  that  the  demands 
upon  each  are  different  in  certain  respects  from  those  made  U23on  the 
others,  they  are  not  only  in  different  stages  of  development,  but  differ 
appreciably  in  their  lines  of  development. 

Thus,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  operations  extend  over 
the  whole  area  of  England  and  Wales,  and  its  membership  comprises  some 
1,200  societies,  large  and  small,  and  both  urban  and  rural,  and  at  varying 
and,  it  might  almost  be  said,  all  possible  stages  of  progress. 

The  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  is,  on  its  distributive  side  at  least, 
confined  to  Scotland,  and  the  nvimber  of  societies  of  which  it  is  comprised  is 
by  comparison  small,  although  they  perhaps  are  equal  to  those  of  England 
in  their  varying  degrees  of  development.' 

The  Irish  Agricultural  Wholesale  Society  had  its  origin  in  circum- 
stances widely  different  from  those  which  rendered  necessary  the  formation 
of  the  other  two  societies.  It  was  established  at  a  much  more  recent  date, 
and  although  it  shows  signs  of  vigorous  growth,  it  can  only  be  at  present 
regarded  as  immature  in  its  development.  These  facts  notwithstanding,  a 
no  less  useful  and  successful  career  may  be  predicted  for  this  society  than  has 
been  enjoyed  to  such  a  r«emarkable  degree  by  the  societies  established  in 
England  and  Scotland. 

At  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  Survey  Committee  it  was  hoped 
that  members  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  and  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Societies'  committees  might  have  been  included  in  that  committee, 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  representatives  from  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society 
were  actually  appointed  to  serve,  but  when  it  was  foimd  that  the  English 
Wliolesale  Society  did  not  intend  to  make  similar  appointments  these  repre- 
sentatives were  withdrawn.  For  reasons  which  are  not  understood,  since 
they  have  never  been  fully  announced  or  explained,  the  English  Wholesale 
Board,  after  consideration  and  some  hesitation,  declined  the  invitation 
to  nominate  two  of  then-  number  to  take  part  in  the  work,  at  the  same  time 
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stating  that  it  could  not  be  seen  that  any  good  could  come  to  the  movement 
as  a  result  of  the  survey.  Regiet  on  the  part  of  the  Survey  Committee  at 
this  decision  has  already  been  expressed,  and  it  need  not  be  further  alluded 
to  except  to  say  that  as  a  consequence  the  conclusions  which  have  been 
reached  and  the  recommendations  which  are  being  made  in  respect  to  the 
present  position  and  future  development  of  the  movement  have  been 
arrived  at,  and  are,  except  in  the  case  of  the  Irish  Wholesale  Society 
as  hereafter  explained,  the  outcome  of  the  examination  and  observations 
made  by  the  Survey  Committee  without  the  assistance  of  those  possessing 
intimate  interior  knowledge  of  the  workings  of  the  Wholesale  Societies. 
In  regard  to  these  societies,  however,  a  set  of  questions  upon  certain 
important  points  has  been  submitted  to  the  respective  committees.  These 
questions  are  being  considered  by  the  committees,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
replies  will  be  forthcoming  from  all.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  drafting  of  the 
report  such  replies  have  been  received  only  from  the  Irish  Agricultural 
Wholesale  Society. 

In  respect  to  the  origin  and  constitution  of  the  Wholesale  Societies, 
both  in  England  and  Scotland,  it  may  here  be  well  to  reiterate  the  state- 
ment so  often  previously  made,  that  they  were  designed  to  effect  for  dis- 
tributive societies  the  same  kind  of  economies  in  the  purchase  of  commodities 
wholesale  as  the  societies  effect  for  their  members  in  ptirchasing  retail. 
By  organisation  for  wholesale  purposes  the  principle  of  collective  buying 
was,  so  to  speak,  applied  deeper  down.  Co-operators  in  their  corporate 
capacity  own  and  should  control  the  Wholesales  through  their  societies  in 
the  same  way  as  individually  they  own  and  control  their  local  societies. 
The  Wholesales  were  in  no  sense  intended  to  control  or  direct  the  Co-opera- 
tive Movement.  They  were  to  be  directed  and  controlled  by  it  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  important  but  well-defined  function  of  obtaining  supplies 
in  wholesale  quantities  for  ultimate  distribution  through  the  retail  societies 
to  individual  co-operators.  The  fact  that  the  ^Miolesale  Societies  have 
extended  their  operations  into  the  spheres  of  manufacture,  shipping, 
agriculture,  and  finance  in  nowise  alters  the  position.  The  true  purpose 
of  the  ^Vliolesale  Societies  is  to  serve  the  movement.  Control  and  direction 
of  it  come  otherwise,  and  must  continue  so  to  come.  This  is  a  point  which 
is  often  lost  sight  of  because  it  is  so  apt  to  be  obscured  by  the  vsist  size  to 
which  the  English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  have  now  attained 
and  by  the  fact  that  their  operations  are  located  in  particular  centres,  where 
their  massive  buildings  and  huge  stocks  make  a  strong  appeal  to  the  outward 
eye.  But  the  business  operations  of  the  movement  as  a  whole  are  spread 
all  over  the  Empire,  and  it  must  never  be  forgotten  that  it  is  to  the  aggre- 
gation of  the  multitudinous  small  purchases  of  m.illions  of  more  or  less 
scattered  co-operative  units  that  the  Wholesale  Societies  stand  as  giants 
in  the  marts  of  commerce,  not  only  in  Great  Britain  but  in  the  colonies 
and  in  foreign  countries  be3'^ond  the  seas. 

Regarded  from  this  standpoint,  it  is  clearly  to    be  realised  that  as 
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collecting,  manufacturing,  producing,  and  financing  agencies  the  growth 
and  expansion  of  the  Wholesale  Societies  are  governed  and  limited  by  the 
growth  and  development  of  the  movement  generally  and  the  continued 
need  by  societies  of  the  services  which  the  wholesale  organisations  may 
be  able  to  render. 

It  is  often,  and  perhaps  too  commonly,  assumed  in  press  articles  and 
platform  addresses  that  since  as  an  organisation  the  Wholesale  Society  is 
centralised  and  in  it  certain  functions  are  concentrated  that  it  is  to  be 
expected  to  do,  and  is  capable  of  doing,  everything  which  the  societies 
constituting  the  membership  may  require.  The  general  acceptance  and 
adoption  of  such  a  conclusion  would  be  fatal  to  progress  and  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  the  Wholesale  Societies  as  democratic  organisations. 
Fortvinately,  the  every-day  experiences  of  local  societies,  and  especially 
of  the  larger  ones,  supply  the  right  kind  of  corrective  to  what  might  other- 
wise become  a  widespread  and  serious  error. 

The  life,  energy,  and  driving  power  of  the  Co-operative  Movement 
cannot  be  permanently  directed  to  a  centre  or  confined  within  a  central 
organisation.  Life  has  to  be  lived  and  energy  expended  where  the  land 
is  being  utilised  for  the  purposes  of  the  people.  Hence,  although  dioring 
the  lifetime  of  the  present  generation  of  co-operators  the  growth  and 
expansion  of  the  Wholesale  organisations  has  been  phenomenal,  rightly 
regijrded  they  are  simply  the  outcome  of  the  greater  growlih  and  develop- 
ment of  the  movement  as  a  whole.  Whether  the  test  be  trade,  manufacture, 
agricvilture,  or  finance  the  result  is  the  same.  The  aggregated  operations 
and  undertakings  of  the  local  societies  show  the  greater  power  of  expansion. 
When  the  societies  in  populous  centres  realise  this  power  more  thoroughly 
than  they  have  done  hitherto  and  regard  thetnselves  not  simply  as  businesses 
operating  in  their  respective  communities,  but  as  organisations  acting  on 
behalf  of  and  representing  such  communities,  their  development  will  be 
immensely  quickened  and  the  disparity  in  the  rate  of  growth  as  between 
them  and  the  ^Vholesale  organisations  will  become  greater.  The  possibilities 
of  development  in  respect  to  naeans  of  transport,  the  manufacture  of  locally 
consumed  commodities,  the  building  of  houses,  the  cultivation  of  land  as 
market  gardens,  the  raising  of  cattle,  pigs,  and  poultry  and  the  production 
of  milk  are  only  beginning  to  dawn  upon  those  responsible  for  the  direction 
and  control  of  distributive  societies.  Proposals  to  embark  in  such  vuider- 
takings  must,  it  would  seem,  take  a  prominent  place  in  the  after-war  pro- 
gramme of  large  numbers  of  uiban  societies,  and  following  this  there  wUl 
of  necessity  be  a  corresponding  development  of  the  Wholesale  Societies 
and  a  much  needed  modification  of  their  internal  structiires  to  enable  them 
to  meet  the  new  strain  they  will  then  be  called  upon  to  bear.  This  con- 
sideration leads  naturally  to  the  examination  of  their  present  structure. 

STRUCTURE. 

Formed,  as  they  were,  by  retail  societies  to  supply  the  needs  of  such 
societies  in  the  same  way  as  retail  societies  supply  the  needs  of  their  individual 
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members,  it  was  natural  that  the  unit  of  membership  should  be  a  society 
and  that  the  membership  should  embrace  as  far  as  possible  all  those  societies 
doing,  or  desirous  of  doing,  business  with  them. 

On  the  financial  side,  it  was  equally  to  be  expected  that  societies 
desirous  of  securing  the  advantages  arising  from  the  joint  purchase  of  goods 
in  large  quantities  should  subscribe  the  capital  required  for  that  purpose, 
just  as  the  members  of  retail  societies  are  expected,  and  do,  supply  the 
capital  necessary  to  carry  on  their  local  activities.  There  is  this  difference, 
however,  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  the  capital  for  the  \^Tiolesale  Society's 
purpose,  that  the  contribution  is  in  accordance  with  the  membership  con- 
stituting the  retail  societies  is  indeed  proportionate  thereto,  and  therefore 
in  slight  measure  only  in  accordance  with  the  ability  of  any  given  society 
to  subscribe  capital. 

No  analogy  between  the  organisation  of  the  \Vholesale  Societies  and 
the  retail  societies  exists  geographically. 

The  retail  societies  consist  of  members,  for  the  most  part,  living  together 
in  a  limited  area  and  in  close  touch  with  one  another.  The  members  of 
the  \^Taolesale  Societies  are  scattered  all  over  their  respective  countries, 
and  those  in  the  extreme  parts  are  very  remote  from  one  another.  In 
respect  to  Scotland  the  resulting  disadvantages  are  not  so  great  as  in  England 
and  Wales,  where  they  have  been  fairly  realised  and  some  attempt  made 
to  obviate  them  by  the  division  of  the  whole  area  to  be  served  into  three 
parts  corresponding  roughly  to  a  northern  division,  a  southern  division, 
and  an  intermediate  division.  It  is  a  matter  for  serious  consideration, 
however,  as  to  whether  the  time  has  not  arrived  for  this  sub-division  to 
be  carried  further,  and  as  to  whether  increased  efficiency  and  advantages 
wovild  not  result  therefrom. 

Viewing  the  matter  from  another  standpoint,  it  has  been  foimd  of  the 
utmost  advantage  for  the  English  and  Scottish  societies  to  combine  for 
specific  purposes,  and  the  occasions  for  such  united  action  are  likely  to  arise 
more  frequently  in  the  future  than  they  have  in  the  past.  The  certainty 
of  the  recurrence  of  such  occasions  has  become  so  strong,  that  the  proposal 
has  already  been  seriously  made  that  the  two  societies  should  become  one. 
If  the  general  trend  of  things  be  accepted  as  a  guide  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  this  proposal  will  ultimately  be  adopted,  and  that  such  adoption  will 
take  place  as  soon  as  the  Scottish  societies  realise  that  mutual  absorption 
need  not  result  in  the  deadening  of  local  interest,  or  in  choking  the  springs 
of  local  initiative  or  a  diminution  in  local  control. 

In  the  latter  respects,  all  that  has  been  said  with  regard  to  the  English 
and  Scottish  societies  applies  equally  to  the  li-ish.  There  are  sufficient 
and  unanswerable  reasons  why  the  three  societies  while  remaining  three 
should  become  one,  local  and  racial  difficulties,  feelings,  and  aspirations 
notwithstanding. 

The  foregoing  statement  involves  a  seeming  contradiction,  but  what 
it  is  desired  to  express  is  that  there  should  be  a  real  organic  connection 
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between  the  three  societies,  and  not  a  merely  casual  and  more  or  less 
temporary  one,  for  some  particular  purpose  or  purposes,  and,  further,  that 
there  should  be  fusion  of  interests  in  such  a  way  that  local  responsibility 
would  be  increased  rather  than  diminished,  as  too  frequently  happens  when 
amalgamt»tion  of  organisations  of  this  character  takes  place. 

Granted  that  such  a  union  as  that  now  suggested  might  be  effected, 
much  needed  devolution  and  decentralisation  would  not  be  long  in  coming. 
It  is  now  pretty  generally  admitted  that  the  Wholesale  structure,  while 
having  become  solidified  to  a  gratifying  and  remarkable  degree,  has,  in  the 
process,  assumed  a  rigidity  which,  in  the  case  of  the  English  society  at  least 
has  hindered  and  is  likely  to  further  hinder  what  may  be  termed  lateral 
expansion. 

ACTIVITIES. 

During  the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  foundation  of  the  two 
older  and  larger  Wholesale  organisations,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
and  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society,  there  has  been,  as  previously  remarked, 
an  astonishing  development  in  the  business  of  distribution  as  such.  Con- 
currently there  have  been  no  less  remarkable  developments  in  the  fjeld 
of  production.  As  year  has  succeeded  year,  mills,  factories,  and  workshops 
have  been  acquired  or  erected  to  such  an  extent  that  a  really  appreciable 
proportion  of  the  commodities  delivered  to  the  retail  societies  are  now 
manufactured  in  the  works  of  the  WTiolesale  Societies. 

In  later  years  there  have  been  further  notable  developments  in  the 
way  of  the  acquisition  of  land,  and  this  not  only  in  the  home  countries  but 
in-  the  colonies.  Quite  recently  such  purchases  have  been  supplemented 
by  the  purchase  of  coal  mines.  Further,  similar  acquisitions  are,  it  is 
generally  understood,  in  contemplation.  These  of  necessity  will  compel 
the  purchase  sooner  or  later  of  ships  for  purposes  of  transport  and  a  develop- 
ment of  shipping  activities  must  follow.  Out  of  all  these  will  arise  the 
necessity  for  bolder  adventure  in  the  realm  of  finance.  Thus  the  movement 
is  faced'  with  the  important  question  as  to  whether  the  exLsting  structure 
of  the  organisation  and  the  present  methods  of  control  and  administration 
are  those  best  adapted  to  attain  the  end,  which,  from  the  beginning,  it  has 
set  itself  to  achieve,  viz.,  a  Democratic  and  Co-operative  Commonwealth 
The  answer  to  this  important  question,  as  far  as  the  Survey  Committee  is 
concerned,  is  not  affirmative.  The  directions  in  which  modification  appears 
to  them  to  be  necessary  will  be  indicated  hereafter.  Meantime  it  might  be 
of  advantage  to  consider  present  administrative  methods  more  fully. 

MANAGEMENT    AND    CONTROL. 

The  Wholesale  Societies,  being  societies  of  societies,  they  have  quite 
naturally  adopted  forms  of  administration  which  are  familiar  to  the  members 
of  the  societies  of  which  they  are  comprised. 

The  chief  features  of  such  administration  are  the  Management  Com- 
mittee and  the  quarterly  meeting. 
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The  Management  Coimnittee  of  the  Wholesale  Societies,  as  of  retail 
societies,  is  a  representative  body  elect.ed  by  the  members.  The  quarterly 
meeting  is  a  meeting  of  delegates  from  the  retail  societies  in  membership 
held  to  criticise  and  receive  or  reject  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
business  of  the  society  during  the  quarter  just  ended.  Time  and  experience 
have  shown  the  necessity  for  the  elaboration  of  both  these  adnainistrative 
methods.  Thus,  management  of  the  Wholestile  Societies  by  a  spare-time 
committee  such  as  are  the  great  majority,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  retail 
society  committees,  soon  became  impracticable.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  appoint  full-time  committees.  These  were  compensated  more  or  less 
adequately  for  their  services,  and  became  in  consequence  paid  officials. 

Following  this,  in  the  case  of  the  English  society,  as  its  ramifications 
extended  it  was  seen  to  be  desirable  that  there  should  be  a  splitting-up  of 
the  whole  area  covered  bj'  its  operations  into  divisions  and  that  each  member 
of  the  committee  should  be  associated  with  one  particiilar  division.  This 
arrangement  not  only  fixes  responsibility  with  greater  definiteness,  but 
results  in  a  great  saving  of  time  and  expense  in  travel  from  place  to  place. 
Even  so,  it  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that  a  large  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  members  of  the  committee  is  spent  in  railway  trains  and  the 
distances  travelled  by  them  in  a  year  are  enormous.  It  is  therefore  becoming 
evident  that  a  further  sub-division  is  imminent  and  that  the  policy  of  localisa- 
tion must  be  carried  further.  Other  large  concerns,  and  notably  certain 
banks,  having  branches  in  extended  areas  have  found  it  of  advantage  to 
appoint  local  resident  directors.  At  the  present  rate  of  progress  and  with 
the  further  acquisition  of  landed  estates  it  will,  it  is  thought,  be  essential 
for  the  English  society  to  adopt  this  or  a  similar  expedient. 

Such  a  course  would  not  be  inconsistent,  or  interfere  in  any  way,  with 
the  suggested  amalgamation  of  the  thi-ee  Wholesale  organisations. 

Turning  to  the  subject  of  control  by  the  members  over  the  policy  and 
business  of  the  Wholesales,  it  is  found  in  England  that  as  with  the  J'lanage- 
ment  Committee  so  with  the  quarterly  meeting,  extension  and  modification 
of  method  have  been  necessary.  Consequently,  instead  of  one  naeeting 
held  at  a  given  centre  there  are  a  number  of  local  meetings  held  on  the  same 
day,  and  a  general  naeeting  at  the  centre  the  following  week.  Such  an 
arrangement  has  many  advantages.  It  brings  bodies  of  people  together 
to  consider  and  discuss  their  own  business  in  the  various  localities,  who 
coiild  not  possibly  be  accommodated  as  a  whole  at  the  centre,  even  did  not 
the  difficulties  of  distance  and  expense,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  prevent 
them  getting  there.  It  also  brings  the  committee  into  contact  with  repre- 
sentatives of  societies  in  a  way  that  would  not  otherwise  be  possible.  Yet 
the  arrangement  cannot  be  said  to  be  in  all  respects  satisfactory  ;  something 
more  than  has  yet  been  done  is  essential.  By  an  alteration  made  com- 
paratively recently  the  complete  position  of  the  society  is  only  placed  before 
the  members  twice  yearly.  The  nxeetings  at  which  the  business  is  considered 
are  held  at  the  week-end,  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  to  be  precise.     The 
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delegates  meet  vinder  the  inconveniences  which  railway  travelling  subjects 
them  at  that  part  of  the  week.  It  is  found,  therefore,  that  the  meetings 
are  rarely  prolonged  over  two  hours  and.  a  half  or  thi-ee  hours.  Five  or 
six  hovirs  per  year — or  double  that  time  if  regard  is  had  to  the  interim 
naeetings,  or  quadruple  if  the  general  meetings  are  regarded  as  additional 
to  the  local — can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  adequate  for  the  serious  discussion 
by  its  proprietors  of  the  af¥airs  of  a  highly  organised  business  with  a  turnover 
of  approxinaately  one  million  pounds  weekly.  To  continue  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  this  is  not  to  deal  with  a  great  democratically  owned  institution 
seriously.  No  less  time  than  two  days  should  be  devoted  every  half  year 
at  the  general  meeting  to  the  discussion  of  the  report  and  balance  sheet 
and  the  transactions  of  general  business,  if  the  societies  constituting  the 
Wholesale  Society  are  to  retain  any  grip  of  its  business  and  the  power  to 
direct  and  control  its  policy. 

Some  early  and  radical  change  would  also  appear  to  be  necessary  with 
regard  to  the  power  of  votmg  at  these  meetings.  The  voting  power  of 
societies  is  regulated  by  the  amount  of  shares  taken  up  by  thena  ;  the  number 
of  euch  shares  is  in  turn  regulated  by  the  number  of  members  constituting 
the  society.  This  is  a  fair  and  democratic  arrangement.  But  on  matters 
coming  to  the  vote  at  a  meeting,  the  voting  strength  of  each  society  is  in 
accordance  with  the  number  of  delegates  it  has  sent  to  the  meeting.  When 
it  is  borne  in  mind  that  meetings  are  largely  held  at  fixed  centres,  and  that 
some  societies  are  remote  from  such  centres  and  because  of  expense  are 
not  largely  represented,  while  nearer  societies  may  send  to  the  meeting  the 
full  number  of  delegates  to  which  they  may  be  entitled,  it  will  be  imme- 
diately seen  that  distant  societies  are  under  a  permanent  disability  in 
expressing  theh-  views  and  duly  recording  them  by  the  vote  as  compared 
with  societies  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  the  meeting  place.  This  dis- 
ability could,  as  far  as  actual  voting  is  concerned,  be  immediately  lessened 
by  allowing  the  delegates  present  at  a  meeting  to  exercise  the  full  voting 
power  of  the  society  they  r«pi»sented. 

At  this  point  it  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  difficulties  and  anomalies 
in  regard  to  voting  and  places  of  meeting  have  had  consideration  by  the 
committee  who,  in  order  to  obviate  them,  have  made  proposals  for  enabling 
matters  of  policy  and  questions  upon  which  there  is  divergence  of  opinion 
to  be  brought  before  the  notice  of  societies  near  and  remote  by  referendum. 
It  would  appear,  however,  that  these  proposals  are  not  regarded  as  adequate 
by  the  societies  comprising  the  federation  since  they,  after  discussion,  decided 
to  defer  the  whole  matter  and  resume  its  further  consideration  at  some 
period  followmg  the  cessation  of  the  war. 

EMPLOYEES. 

An  important  feature  in  the  administration  of  the  Wholesale  Societies 
is  the  relationship  existing  between  the  societies  and  their  employees  which 
now  number   many  thousands.     The  amount  of   information  available  in 


232 


Report  of  Ckntrai.  Board. 


respect  to  these  relationships  is  small  and  from  the  circumstances  already 
detailed  nnder  which  this  report  has  been  made  but  little  can  be  added. 
In  one  sense  the  service  in  either  of  these  great  institutions  of  the  people  is 
public  service  or  something  very  nearly  approaching  thereto,  and  the  Siu-vey 
Conamittee  record  their  opinion  that  the  methods  and  terms  of  engagement 
of  employees,  and  especially  those  of  young  people,  should  become  as  widely 
known  and  as  esksily  accessible  to  co-operators  as  are  similar  particulars 
of  conditions  of  engagement  in  the  public  service  to  the  public  generally — 
Co-operative  parents,  by  the  tens  of  thoiisands,  have  childien  fully  capable 
of  filling  positions  in  the  co-operative  service,  and  would,  it  is  certain,  welcome 
every  opportvmity  of  making  honourable  application  on  behalf  of  and  sub- 
mitting the  capacity  of  their  children  to  fair  tests  with  a  view  to  filling  such 
positions  as  fall  vacant  from  time  to  time  or  require  filling  because  of  some 
new  departmental  or  general  development.  An  equitably  arranged  system 
of  entry  into  Co-operative  Wholesale  service  would,  it  is  felt,  be  welcomed 
by  the  movement  and  the  time  has  arrived  in  the  opinion  of  the  Survey 
Committee  for  such  a  system  to  be  devised. 


THE    WHOLESALE    SOCIETY    AND    PARLIAMENTARY 
REPRESENTATION. 

At  a  time  when  the  work  of  the  Survey  Committee  had  been  con- 
siderably advanced  the  decision  was  made  by  Congress  that  a  stage  in  the 
progress  of  the  movement  had  been  reached  when  it  was  necessai-y  to  secure 
direct  representation  in  Parliament.  The  effect  of  that  decision,  although 
not  yet  capable  of  being  fully  estimated,  is  certain  to  be  far-reaching. 
Equally  certain  is  it  also  that  it  will  be  important  to  the  futm-e  of  organisa- 
tions of  such  magnitude  as  the  two  Wholesale  Societies  in  Great  Britain. 
Already,  as  a  result  of  representations  made  to  the  Prime  Muiister  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union  in  respect  to  the  part 
played  by  the  whole  movement  in  the  national  economy,  members  of  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Committee  have  been  appointed  to 
responsible  positions.  Other  members  of  the  committees  of  both  the 
EnglLsh  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies  have  been  appointed  by  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  of  the  Union  to  represent  the  movement  on  the 
Consumers'  Council.  These  facts  and  the  acceptance  of  the  positions  by 
the  members  of  the  committee  point  to  possible  developments  in  respect 
to  public  service  which  must  sooner  or  later  be  recognised  and  provided  for 
in  the  rules  and  constitutions  of  the  two  organisations.  Clearly  the  oppor- 
tunity for  rendering  such  service  should  under  no  circumstances  be 
missed  but  availed  of  to  the  full,  and  equally  clearly  those  engaged  in  such 
service  on  behalf  of  the  Co-operative  Movement  cannot  perform  nor  should 
they  be  expected  to  perform  their  former  function  of  dii'ect.ing  the  business 
of  their  society.  This  matter  is  regarded  by  the  Survey  Committee  as  one 
of  great  importance  t»nd  as  one  which  is  likely  to  be  of  increasing  importance 
in  the  period  of  reconstruction  following  the  end  of  the  war  and  afterwards. 
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Questions  eelatino  to  "constitution  and  administration" 
submitted  to  the  committees  of  the  wholesale  societies. 
With  the  object  of  eliciting  the  opinions  of  the  respective  committees 
of  the  Wholesale  Societies  regarding  the  questions  relative  to  those  societies 
which  had  been  discussed  at  considerable  length  by  the  members  of  the 
Survey  Committee,  a  series  of  questions  were  drawn  up  by  the  Survey 
Committee  and  submitted  to  each  Wholesale  Committee.  These  questions 
were  accompanied  by  a  request  that  they  might  be  considered  by  the  com- 
mittees and  an  expression  of  the  willingness  of  the  Survey  Committee  to 
take  part  in  a  joint  discussion  of  the  questions  at  a  time  and  place  suitable 
to  the  general  convenience.  An  appreciable,  time  has  elapsed  since  the 
submission  was  made  but  up  to  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  this  report 
the  only  response  that  had  been  received  was  from  the  Irish  Agricultural 
Wholesale  Society,  by  whom  an  interview  was  offered.  The  offer  was 
accepted  and  the  result  of  the  interview,  in  so  far  as  matters  relating  to 
"  constitution  and  administration "  are  concerned,  is  given  hereafter. 
Meanwhile  the  actual  questions  affecting  "  constitution  and  administration  " 
are  subjoined. 

1.  Is  the  present  method  of  managing  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society's  business  by  the  committee  as  efficient  as  it  might  be,  having  regard 
to  the  extent  of  the  business  ramifications  and  the  distances  to  be  travelled 
and  could  not  the  present  arrangement  be  supplemented  and  to  some  extent 
superseded  by  the  establishment  of  permanent  local  committees,  acting 
under  the  general  direction  of  a  central  body  ? 

2.  Is  it  not  thought  that  with  the  extension  by  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society  in  land  ownership  and  control  of  raw  materials  from  overseas, 
some  re -arrangement  of  the  system  adopted  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  in  regard  to  sub-committees  is  necessary,  firstly,  with  the  object 
of  securing  that  an  expert  knowledge  of  a  particular  branch  may  be  obtained 
by  the  sub-committee  concerned,  and,  secondly,  that  such  sub-committee 
should  be  held  responsible  for  the  successful  carrying  out  of  the  particular 
branch  over  which  it  had  control  ? 

3.  Is  it  considered  that  under  present  arrangements  the  discussion 
of  the  Wholesale  Society's  business  at  the  quarterly  naeetings  is  adequate 
and  helpful,  and  is  it  not  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  considerable 
extension,  in  point  of  time,  of  the  meetings  at  which  the  report  and  balance 
sheet  are  discussed  by  the  members  ? 

4.  Having  regard  to  the  gieat  number  of  employees  now  engaged  by 
the  Co-operative  A\Tiolesale  Society,  would  it  not  be  in  the  interests  of  the 
institution  to  widen  the  scope  of  selection  by  making  widely  known  the 
conditions  and  prospects  of  employment,  and  in  giving  preference  to  those 
who  demonstrate  their  fitness  for  the  position  they  seek  ? 

6.  In  view  of  prospective  co-operative  developments,  and  the  extended 
interest  which  must  be  taken  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and  the 
movement  generally  in  national  affairs,  is  any  amendment  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  considered  necessary  and  desirable? 
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Replies  op  the  Irish  AoRiCTTLTtrRAL  Wholesale  Society. 

It  has  previously  been  stated  that  no  communication  or  reply  in  respect 
to  these  questions  has  been  rece'ved  except  from  the  Irish  Agricultiiral 
Wholesale  Society.  In  an  interview  between  representatives  of  the  Irish 
Wholesale  Committee  and  of  the  Survey  Committee  the  views  of  the  former 
were  expressed  as  follows  : — 

The  points  raised  in  Questions  1  and  2  hardly  affects  the  Irish  Agri- 
cultural Society  which  as  yet  is  only  in  a  comparatively  small  way  of  btisihess. 

With  regard  to  Question  3.  The  meetings  of  shareholders  had  formerly 
been  held  half-yearly.  This  arrangement  was  found  inconvenient  to  the 
members,  w^ho  were  principally  farmers,  and  meetings  are  now  held  once 
a  year  only.  The  attendance  at  the  meetings  was  fairly  satisfactory  but 
not  as  good  as  it  should  be.  There  was  adequate  time  for  the  discussion 
of  the  business  of  the  society  but  the  meetings  did  not  last  longer  than  one 
hour  and  a  half. 

To  Question  4,  respecting  the  selection  of  employees,  the  answer  is 
that  the  society  had  asked  a  member  of  the  staff  to  prepare  an  examination 
scheme  so  as  to  make  possible  a  wider  range  of  selection  of  candidates  for 
employment. 

In  regard  to  Question  5,  it  was  thought  that  the  society  will  be  averse 
to  entering  into  politics,  and  consequently  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  con- 
sideration of  any  proposal  to  alter  the  constitution  for  this  pm-pose.  The 
rules  of  the  society  already  permit  joint  working  with  other  societies. 

(2)— THE    CO-OPERATIVE    PRODUCTIVE    FEDERATION. 

General. 
This  organisation,  as  its  title  in  some  measure  implies,  is  a  federation  of 
those  co-operative  societies  known  as  productive  societies — or  societies  of 
producers — which  have  for  their  object  the  production  of  some  specific 
commodity  or  commodities,  the  members  of  such  societies  being  in  the  main 
workers  in  that  particular  branch  of  industry  in  which  the  society  itself  is 
engaged  and  regularly  employed  by  the  society. 

Foundation  and  OBJECrs. 
The  Federation  was  founded  in  1882,  and  is  registered  as  a  society  under 
the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts.  The  principal  object  of  its 
founders  was  to  obtain  the  capital  necessary  for  the  development  of  the 
federated  societies.  Other  objects  were  the  furthering  of  combined  action 
on  the  part  of  the  federated  societies,  both  in  the  purchase  of  the  materials 
required  in  the  industrial  processes  carried  on  by  them,  and  in  the  disposal 
of  their  completed  products.  To  these  objects  has  been  added  propaganda 
having  for  its  purpose  the  formation  of  opinion  generally,  and  within  the 
co-operative  movement  particularly,  of  such  a  character  as  would  be  favour- 
able to  the  establishment  in  industry  of  "  Societies  of  Producers,"  and  would 
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result  in  the  unprejudiced  trial  and  use  of  the  commodities  the  societies 
produced. 

The  Federation  also  audits  accounts  for  the  federated  societies,  and 
watches  the  interests  of  the  societies  in  such  matters  as  the  assessing  of  the 
Excess  Profits  Duty.  In  this  latter  connection  it  has  successfully  specialised, 
with  the  result  that  the  societies  have  greatly  benefited  through  arrangements 
made  between  the  Federation  and  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities. 

The  Federation  acts  generally  in  the  capacity  of  adviser  to  the  co-partner- 
ship productive  movement  on  the  various  questions  that  arise  from  time  to 
time. 

Constitution  and  Methods. 

The  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  is  in  membership  with  the  Co- 
operative Union  Limited  and  the  Labour  Co-partnership  Association. 

At  its  inception  membership  of  the  Federation  comprised  individuals  as 
well  as  societies.  Amongst  the  former  were  included  the  names  of  such 
enthusiasts  in  the  cause  of  co-operation  as  Edward  Vansittart  Neale,  E.  0. 
Greening,  Joseph  Greenwood,  John  Hartley,  George  Newall,  and  J.  Lambert. 
The  present  rules  preclude  the  admission  of  individuals  as  members,  and 
provide  that  only  such  societies  and  companies  shall  be  admitted  as  by  their 
constitution  allow  the  workers  employed  by  them  to  become  members  and  to 
participate  in  respect  to  their  wages  in  the  profits  of  the  undertaking. 

In  other  respects,  the  constitution  of  the  Fedei'ation  and  the  methods  (f 
its  management  follow  the  general  lines  of  societies  registered  under  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts.  Thus,  the  number  of  shares  to  be 
held  by  a  society  in  membership  is  determined,  in  regard  to  their  minimum, 
by  the  number  of  its  own  members.  The  shai'es  of  the  Federation  are  of  the 
nominal  value  of  £1,  but  all  shares  are  transferable.  Power  is  taken  to, 
accept  loans  from  members  and  others  up  to,  but  not  exceeding,  the  sum  of 
twenty  tliousand  pounds.  Management  is  by  a  committee  elected  by  the 
members,  and  all  members  of  the  committee  must  be  members  of  one  or  other 
of  the  societies  comprising  the  Federation.  The  position  of  secretary  is 
permanent,  ^d  filled,  not  by  election,  but  by  appointment  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  of  management. 

By  a  special  ai'rangement,  members  of  the  Federation  agree  to  pay,  for 
the  purposes  of  propaganda,  an  annual  subscription  in  accordance  with  the 
amount  of  trade  done  by  each  member.  The  fund  so  obtained  is  devoted  to 
propaganda,  whilst  a  further  subscription  of  1  per  cent  of  the  federated 
societies'  annual  profits  is  applied  to  general  purposes  of  the  Federation. 

Realisation  of  Objects. 
The  first  object  for  which. the  Federation  was  established  has  been 
realised.  In  respect  to  the  supply  of  capital  required  by  the  societies  in 
membership  to  successfully  conduct  their  operations,  all  demands  can  be  met. 
These  demands,  it  is  frankly  admitted  by  the  Federation,  do  not  faU  so 
heavily  upon  it  as  they  conceivably  might  have  done,  the  supply  from  other 
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sources  having  been  of  an  exceedingly  generous  character.  Sympathetically 
disposed  individuals  in  the  various  localities  in  which  the  societies  operate 
have  directly  provided  considerable  amounts.  The  retail  societies  purchasing 
the  products  of  the  productive  societies  have  very  generally  subscribed,  in  the 
form  of  shares,  amounts  forming  a  much  larger  sum  in  the  aggregate  than 
that  subscribed  by  individuals.  In  respect  to  capital,  as  also  in  respect  to 
trade,  the  co-operative  movement  as  a  whole  has  realised  that  the  productive 
societies  have  claims  upon  it,  and  have  responded  to  such  claims  in  a  way 
which,  all  things  considered,  can  only  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

So  far  as  the  joint  purchase  of  materials  is  concerned,  comparatively  little 
progress  has  yet  been  made  by  the  Federation  as  such,  although  in  certain 
instances  societies  whose  products  are  similar,  or  approximately  similar,  in 
character,  have  combined  to  purchase  goods  needed  in  their  productive 
operations.  Such  purchases,  largely  of  an  experimental  nature,  are  it  is 
understood  still  being  made,  and  the  results  of  these  may  be  expected  to  lead 
to  further  developments  in  the  future. 

In  respect  to  the  associated  disposal  of  completed  products,  considerable 
progress  has  been  made.  In  the  year  1906  the  Federation  instituted  a  Joint 
Invoicing  Department,  by  means  of  which  the  customers  of  the  productive 
societies  were  enabled  to  enter  in  their  accounts  the  name  of  the  Federation 
instead  of  the  names  of  a  number  of  societies  whose  goods  they  were  buying. 
The  advantages  of  such  an  arrangement  were  so  obvious  to  all  the  parties 
concerned  that  the  department  rapidly  developed  and  is  now  responsible  for  a 
joint  invoicing  business  of  upwards  of  £250,000  annually.  The  logical  out- 
come of  such  success  is  the  establishment  of  a  joint  travelling  agency.  This, 
although  a  more  difficult  undertaking  than  that  of  joint  invoicing,  should 
prove  of  equal,  if  not  greater,  advantage  to  both  the  buying  and  selUng 
societies. 

In  recent  years,  and  concurrently  with  the  development  of  international 
co-operation,  the  possibilities  of  opening  up  foreign  trade  have  been  discussed 
by  the  Federation.  But  for  the  war  it  is  probable  such  discussion  would  ere 
now  have  produced  tangible  results.  As  it  is,  progress  in  the  matter  is 
delayed  and  more  cannot  be  expected  to  be  made  until  the  'cessation  of 
hostilities. 

In  the  matter  of  propaganda  the  activities  of  the  Federation  are  wide 
spread,  and  all  that  could  reasonably  be  expected  therefrom  has  been  achieved. 
Lectures,  conferences,  and  meetings  are  continuously  arranged,  and  an 
encouraging  amount  of  interest  is  taken  in  the  subjects  brought  under  notice. 
On  the  side  of  literature  there  is  also  a  well  sustained  output,  and  for  the 
"  Federation  Year  Book  "  there  is  an  annually  increasing  demand.  Congress 
and  special  exhibitions  have  proved  important  aids  in  drawing  attention  to 
the  quality  and  variety  of  the  goods  produced  by  the  societies,  and  these  have 
been  supplemented  by  a  scheme  of  joint  advertising  of  such  goods. 

The  most  important  development  ever  imdertaken  by  the  Federation  In 
respect  to  propaganda  was  that  of  the  appointment  in  1910  of  a  special  agent. 
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whose  duty  it  was  to  give  the  whole  of  his  time  to  this  branch  of  the 
Federation's  work.  This  appointment  made  it  possible  for  the  aims  and 
objects  of  the  Federation  to  be  personally  represented  to  management  and 
education  committees,  men's  and  women's  guilds,  the  various  associations  of 
co-operative  employees,  and  members  generally  throughout  the  movement. 
Although  this  particular  activity  has  been  temporarily  suspended  owing  to 
the  war,  the  appointment  of  this  special  agent  has  been  amply  justified  by 
results. 

FUTURE    NEEDS    AND    POSSIBILITIES. 

Finance. 

In  common  with  most  democratically  constituted  organisations  concerned, 
wholly  or  partially,  with  finance,  a  great  need  is  felt  by  the  Co-operative 
Productive  Federation  of  a  Central  Financial  Institution,  popularly  owned, 
wide  in  its  sympathies,  broad  in  its  outlook,  tolerant  in  its  administration, 
devoid  of  prejudice.  That  institution  is  undoubtedly  in  the  making;  in  it 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Banking  Department  is  already  more  than  a 
corner-stone.  Of  it  the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  could 
advantageously  become  a  branch.  Acting  as  such  it  could  focus  upon  itself 
the  whole  of  the  operations  of  what  has  been  designated  tne  productive  wing 
of  the  co-operative  movement,  and  so  exert  an  important  influence  in  the 
work  of  effecting  the  much  desired  co-ordination  of  the  parts  of  which  our 
great  movement  is  composed,  preparatory  to  the  extension  of  its  operations 
in  the  wide,  and  by  it  but  little  explored,  realms  of  mining,  transport,  and 
agriculture. 

Trade  and  Propaganda. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  the  majority  of  the  societies  comprised  in  the 
Federation  fully  realise  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  associated  action 
and  enterprise.  That  such  should  be  the  case  it  is  not  difficult  to  understand. 
Of  necessity,  the  energies  of  a  group  of  workers  forming  a  productive  society 
are  concentrated  upon  their  own  society.  To  its  welfare  all  other  considera- 
tions are  subordinated.  Time  and  experience  alone  will  enable  them  to  take 
that  broader  outlook  in  which  the  local  society  shall  appear  as  a  constituent 
and  co-ordinated  part  of  a  developing  whole.  Hence  it  is  to  be  strongly 
recommended  that  the  fullest  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  undoubted 
possibilities  yet  latent  in  the  joint  buying  of  materials,  the  joint  selling  of 
commodities,  and  joint  propaganda  and  educational  work.  If  trade  with 
the  co-operators  of  other  countries  is  to  become  other  than  an  eminently 
desirable  thing  all  the  possibilities  mentioned  must  first  be  realised  to  the 
utmost. 

RELATIONS  TO  OTHER  ORGANISATIONS  AND  THE  MOVEMENT 

AS   A   WHOLE. 
The  relations  of  the  Federation  with  the  other  organisations  comprising 
the  co-operative  movement  have  been  distinctly  helpful  as  far  as  the  Federa- 
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tion  itself  is  concerned.  Had  this  not  been  the  case,  its  existence  would  have 
continued  with  difficulty,  whilst  its  sustained  progress  would  have  been 
impossible.  Even  the  conflict  which  has  been  waged  around  it,  and  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  has  been  of  advantage  in  that  it  has  made 
necessary  a  clear  definition  of  the  aims  of  the  Productive  Federation,  which 
definition  has  in  its  turn  enabled  the  co-operative  movement  as  a  whole  to 
perceive  that  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  is  only  to  be  established  by  the 
application  of  co-operative  principles  in  a  multitude  of  ways,  and  not  by  the 
absorption  or  annihilation  by  one  particular  institution  of  all  other  co-operative 
enterprises.  Just  wha/  is  specifically  needed  in  respect  to  these  two  differing 
Federations — the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  and  the  Wholesale 
Societies — is  a  kind  of  court  of  reference,  to  which  all  difficulties  arising 
between  them  could  be  brought  and  so  constituted  that  its  recommendations 
would  command  general  respect.  It  may  be  that  the  general  Co-operative 
Council  elsewhere  referred  to  would  furnish  the  elements  of  which  such  a 
court  should  be  comprised. 

Preliminary  to  this,  a  discussion  of  the  points  of  difference  and  difficulty, 
as  they  now  appear,  might  be  arranged.  That  such  a  discussion  should  take 
place,  the  Productive  Federation  is  understood  to  be  more  than  anxious.  No 
circumstances  more  favourable  than  the  present  could  be  conceived  of  for  an 
approach  to  be  made  towards  each  other  by  both  organisations.  The  wisdom 
of  all  possible  efforts  being  made  towards  an  understanding  is  indisputable, 
and  it  is  believed  that  nothing  would  be  more  welcomed  by  the  movement 
generally  were  such  an  understanding  to  be  reached.  More  than  ever  is  it 
necessary  that  a  united  front  should  be  presented  by  the  movement  to  the 
hostile  forces  which  surround  it  on  every  hand. 


THE   PLACE   OF   THE  FEDERATION   IN   THE  UNION. 

As  a  member  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  by  virtue  of  such  member- 
ship, the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  has  been  given  representation 
on  the  Exhibition  Committee,  the  Defence  Committee,  and  the  present  General 
Survey  Committee.  The  question  arises  as  to  whether  snch  representation 
should  be  extended  and  a  place  given  to  it  on  any  newly  constituted  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  There  is  much  to  be  urged  in  favour  of  such  repre- 
sentation. Legislation  in  the  future  is  more  likely  to  be  concerned  with 
methods  of  production  and  distribution  of  commodities  than  in  the  past.  The 
Federation  holds  a  place  in  the  field  of  production  which  is  unique.  This  has 
been  admitted  by  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities,  who  have  thought  well  that 
special  representations  on  account  of  its  component  societies  should  be  made 
in  a  similar  manner  to  those  made  in  regard  to  the  retail  and  wholesale 
distributive  sections  of  the  movement. 

Finally,  there  remains  the  question  of  education.  The  development  of 
the  societies  forming  the  Federation  has  probably  been  retarded  more  by  lack 
of  education  on  tl^e  part  of  its  members  than  has  any  other  group  of  co- 
operative societies.      The  need  for  greater  educational  facilities  is  now  being 
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realised  by  them,  and  a  distinct  effort  to  obtain  such  facilities  is  at  present 
being  made.  It  is  greatly  to  be  hoped  that,  apart  from  the  general  educa- 
tional schemes  of  the  movement,  the  greatest  possible  encouragement  on  the 
part  of  those  responsible  will  be  given  to  all  the  attempts  now  being  made, 
or  that  may  in  the  future  be  made,  to  broaden  the  outlook  of  the  co-operative 
producer.  No  matter  what  the  form  in  which  our  co-operative  movement 
may  be  eventually  cast,  he  is  absolutely  essential.  His  energy  will  always 
be  needed ;  his  faculties  demand  and  will  repay  cultivation  to  the  utmost 
extent  possible. 

H.— THE  INTERNATIONAL   CO-OPERATIVE  ALLIANCE. 

The  International  Co-operative  Alliance  is  an  organisation  comprising 
individuals,  corporations,  co-operative  societies,  associations,  federations,  and 
unions  of  co-operative  societies,  and  societies  having  for  their  object  the 
development  of  co-operation. 

The  test  for  the  admission  of  an  individual  to  the  Alliance  is  that  he  shall 
be  distingxiished  by  the  service  he  has  rendered  t<?  co-operation.  The  test 
for  admission  of  societies  is  that  tiiey  shall  be  either  co-operative  societies 
at  work  or  societies  engaged  in  the  propagation  of  co-operative  principles. 
In  these  particulars  there  are  no  distinctions  of  race  or  nationality.  All 
peoples  are  alike,  equal. 

The  objects  of  the  Alliance  axe  fully  set  out  in  the  articles  of  association, 
as  follows  : — 

(a)  The  ascertaining  and  propaganda  of  co-operative  principles  and 
methods. 

(b)  The  promotion  of  co-operation  in  all  countries. 

(c)  The  keeping   up  of   friendly  relations  between  the  members   of 
the  Alliance. 

(d)  The  collection  and  unification  of  co-operative  statistics. 

(e)  The  provision  of  information  and  the  encouragement  of  studies 
concerning  co-operation. 

(/)  The    promotion   of    trading    relations    between   the    co-operative 

organisations  of  the  various  countries. 

Subject  to  the  decisions  of  the  International  Congress,  held  every  three 
years,  the  affairs  of  the  Alliance  are  controlled  by  a  central  committee,  to 
which  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Great  Britain  nominates  for  election  seven 
representatives.  Under  existing  arrangements,  five  of  these  seven  repre- 
sentatives form  the  Executive  body  of  the  Alliance,  it  having  been  determined 
by  the  representatives  of  all  countries  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  Executive 
to  be  comprised  exclusively  of  representatives  of  the  same  nationality. 
Doubtless  the  time  will  arrive  when  it  will  be  considered  preferable  to  have 
an  Executive  of  mixed  nationality,  and  for  this  body  to  hold  its  meetings  in 
different  countries  by  rotation. 

As  between  the  members  of  the  Alliance  and  on  behalf  of  the  co-operators 
of  different  countries  the  committees  of  the  unions  and  federations  in   th« 
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respective  countries  are  the  connecting  and  responsible  bodies.  In  these 
respects  the  committees  referred  to  have  laid  upon-  them  the  obligations  and 
are  charged  with  the  powers  which  follow  : — 

(a)  They  propose  to  the  Congress  the  representatives  for  the  Central 
Committee. 

(b)  They  nominate  substitutes  for  members  of  the  Central  Committee 
who  have  retired  before  the  expiry  of  their  term  of  office  or  who  are 
prevented  from  attending  a  meeting. 

(c)  They  act  as  channels  of  communication  between  the  Alliance  and 
their  members  in  the  land  in  question,  and  see  to  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties. 

(d)  They  certify  the  delegates  of  Congress  representing  their 
organisation. 

(e)  They  nominate  the  correspondents  for  the  journal  of  the  Alliance. 
(/)  They    appoint    the    necessary    committees    to    arrange    for    the 

Congress  and  make  suggestions  to  the  Central  Committee  as  to  matters 

to  be  dealt  with. 

(g)  They  furnish  a  yearly  report  on  their  work  and   on  the  general 

situation  of  co-operation  in  the   country. 

The  Executive  of  the  Alliance,  being  wholly  British,  the  office  of  the 
Alliance  Ls  in  London,  and  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  Alliance  is  held 
by  a  British  co-operator. 

The  established  means  of  communication  between  members  of  the  Alliance 
in  the  different  countries,  is  the  International  Co-operative  Bulletin.  This  is  a 
monthly  periodical,  edited  and  published  in  this  country,  and  containing 
particulars  of  co-operative  progress  throughout  the  world  and  of  events  of 
international  co-operative  importance  which  happen  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  wax  conditions  have  caused  the 
suspension  of  relationship  and  courtesies  between  so  many  countries.  Co- 
operators  in  all  lands  doubtless  will  see  to  it  that  they  are  all  strengthened 
and  renewed  as  early  as  possible  after  the  war  has  come  to  an  end. 

In  some  respects,  and  with  regard  to  certain  countries,  such  renewal  wUl 
doubtless  be  very  difficult.  It  will  be  none  the  less  necessary,  if  co-operation 
is  to  play  that  part  in  world  affairs  in  the  future  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  those  who  have  faith  in  its  power  and  efficacy,  it  is  destined  to  play. 

Unfortunately,  perhaps,  for  the  co-operative  movement  in  its  international 
aspect,  such  relationships  as  had  been  established  between  co-operators  in 
different  countries  did  not  include  to  any  appreciable  extent  trading  relation- 
ships— the  exchange  of  co-operatively  produced  commodities.  Community  of 
sentiment  had  not  developed  into  community  of  interest.  When  it  ha»  so 
developed  it  will  become  more  difficult  than  it  has  on  this  occasion  proved 
to  urge  the  common  people  of  all  countries  to  regard  one  another  as  enemies 
and  adopt  measures  and  prepare  the  means  for  mutual  destruction.  It  has 
been  truly  said  that  "  co-operation  is  life." 

From  what  has  been  already  stated,  it  will  have  been  inferred  that  the 
unions   in  some  countries  are  themselves  the  members  of  the  Alliance  and 
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represent  and  pay  the  subscriptions  of  the  individiial  societies  of  which  they 
may  be  composed.  In  this  country  individual  societies  are  also  members 
of  the  Alliance,  and  to  the  number  of  about  four  hundred.  Their  subscriptions, 
however,  are  collected  by  the  Union  and  paid  over  to  the  Alliance  in  one 
sum.  By  undertaking  this  duty  on  behalf  of  British  societies,  the  Co-operative 
Union  in  this  country  makes  acknowledgment  of  its  responsibilities  in  respect 
to  stimulating  interest  in  international  co-operation  on  the  part  of  British 
co-operators. 

Returning  to  the  consideration  of  the  work  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance,  the  opinion  may  be  confidently  expressed  that  this 
work  will  be  greatly  extended  in  the  not  very  distant  future.  International 
co-operation  is  an  expression  of  faith  in  the  possibility  of  a  "League  of 
Nations."  Without  such  a  faith  there  would  seem  to  be  no  well-founded 
belief  in  human  progress.  In  laying  the  foundation  of  the  society  of  the 
future,  co-operation  has  taken,  and  is  fulfilling,  its  part.  It  is  not  a  little 
thing  that  under  its  auspices  and  at  its  National  and  International  Congresses 
people  otherwise  regarding  one  another  as  aliens  come  together  as  brothers, 
and,  as  has  been  well  said  at  one  of  such  gatherings,  as  citizens  of  a  State 
which  has  no  frontiers. 

Recommendations. 

In  view  of  present  circumstances  and  of  the  necessarily  inadequate  treat- 
ment of  the  subject  of  international  co-operation  in  this  report,  it  would  be 
invidious,  if  not  presumptuous,  to  present  a  series  of  recommendations.  Those, 
however,  which  are  made  and  presented  hereunder  are  made  in  a  truly 
sympathetic  spirit,  and  with  an  ardent  belief  that  the  future  holds  much  in 
its  hands  for  international  co-operation. 

The  recommendations  of  this  Survey  Committee  are — 

1.  That  the  Co-operative  Union,  through  its  Education  and  Publica- 
tions Committee,  should  make  a  serious  attempt  to  arouse  interest  on 
the  part  of  committees  and  officials  of  societies  and  of  co-operators 
throughout  the  country  in  the  subject  of  international  co-operation,  in 
order  that  its  extreme  importance  may  be  fully  realised,  and  a  great 
accession  of  membership  may  accrue  to  the  International  Co-operative 
Alliance. 

2.  That  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  in  conjunction  with 
the  agencies  engaged  in  co-operative  production  in  this  country,  be  urged 
to  consider  the  possibilities  of  international  co-operative  trade  and  take 
practical  steps  to  open  up  channel.^  through  which  exchanges  of  co- 
operatively produced  commodities)  may  be  made  by  the  people  of  the 
different  nations  comprising  the  Alliance. 

W.  Gregory,  Chairman.  N 
W.  T.  Charter.  Survey 

J.  Pollitt.  y     Constitution 

W.  H.  Watkins.  Sub-Committee. 

T.  HoRROCKS,  Secretary.  / 
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TRADE  (PRODUCTION  AND  DISTRIBUTION)  SUB-COMMITTEE. 


Recommendations  in  regard  to 
RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE  CO-OPERATION. 


In  the  Interim  Report  presented  by  the  Survey  Committee  to  the 
Lancaster  Congress,  the  growth  of  the  Retail  Distributive  Co-operative 
Movement  since  1881  was  reviewed.  Since  the  presentation  of  that  report 
the  committee  have  continued  their  investigations  and  consideration  of  this 
section  of  co-operative  activities,  and  now  present  their  conclusions, 
suggestions,  and  recommendations.  These  suggestions,  for  convenience  of 
treatment  and  reference,  are  grouped  under  headings  corresponding  to  those 
employed  in  the  Interim  Report  presented  to  the  Lancaster  Congress.  Certain 
sectiohs  of  this  part  of  the  committee's  report  referring  to  Wholesale  Co- 
operation, Co-operative  Production,  Agricultural  Co-operation,  International 
Co-operation,  Labour,  and  Welfare  Work  are  incomplete,  and  will  therefore 
be  presented  later  in  accordance  with  the  introduction  to  the  general  report. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

In  the  report  of  the  committee  presented  to  the  Lancaster  Congress, 
statistics  were  given  showing  the  strength  of  co-operative  membership  in 
various  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  relation  of  this  co-operative 
membership  to  the  population  in  various  counties  and  countries.  Tables 
showing  the  proportion  of  co-operative  membership  to  population  in  the 
different  counties  of  Scotland  are  given  as  an  appendix  to  this  report,  and 
supplement  those  for  England  and  Wales  previously  supplied  and  now 
repeated  for  purposes  of  comparison.  The  Survey  Committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  membership  is  in  no  district  as  complete  as  it  might  be,  or 
should  be ;  and  they  would  especially  direct  the  attention  of  the  movement 
to  the  extremely  low  membership  in  some  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  considering  means  whereby  the  membership  of  the  retail  distributive 
movement  might  be  increased,  the  committee  have  been  impressed  with — 

(1)  The  necessity  of  bringing  home  to  co-operators  and  non 
co-operators  the  possibilities  of  the  movement  as  a  power  for  improving 
the  welfare  of  all  classes,  and  particularly  the  working  classes ; 

(2)  The  importance  of  enlisting  the  interest  of  a  larger  number 
of  people  in  the  social  aspirations  of  the  movement ; 

(3)  The  desirability  of  widening  co-operative  activities  for  the 
purpose  of  touching  co-operative  members  at  more  points  of  their 
lives ;    and 

(4)  The  desirability  of  making  nominal  members  into  conscious 
and  active  co-operators. 
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The  committee  have  also  been  impreesed  with  the  waste  of  effort  due  to 
overlapping  and  the  growth  of  an  unco-operative  spirit  resulting  from  the 
same  cause.  They  have  been  further  conscious  of  the  difficulties  experienced 
by  small  societies  because  they  are  small,  and  large  societies  because  they  are 
large.  It  is  with  these  circumstances  in  mind  that  the  following  suggestions 
have  been  formulated. 

(1)  Increasing  Membership. 

(a)  Appointme7it  of  Canvassers. 

In  order  to  increase  co-operative  membership  in  districts  where  the 
movement  is  already  established,  the  committee  strongly  urge  the  appoint- 
ment, by  societies,  of  canvassers.  In  district*  where  large  societies  operate, 
more  than  one  whole-time  canvasser  may  be  required ;  and,  in  the  case  of 
small  societies,  the  canvassers  might  be  part-time  workers.  Such  paiii-time 
canvassers  might  be  persons  already  employed  by  the  society,  or  they  might 
be  members  of  the  committee  or  other  pei'sons  appointed  to  an  honorary  or 
paid  post  for  canvassing  duties.  The  canvassers,  whether  in  small  or  large 
societies,  should  be  persons  well  instructed  in  the  principles  of  co-operation, 
familiar  with  the  organisation  and  ideals  of  the  co-operative  movement,  and 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  local  society,  in  order  that  they  can  present  the 
case  for  co-operation  effectively  to  non-members  and  secure  their  allegiance 
to  the  movement. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  these  canvassers  should  be  trained 
for  their  work  in  order  that  the  best  results  may  be  achieved ;  and  they  there- 
fore recommend  Congress  to  instruct  the  Central  Board  to  arrange  training 
classes  for  canvassers  in  various  centres,  so  that  societies  which  decide  to 
appoint  canvassers  can  secure  an  adequate  supply  of  men  and  women 
suitably  prepared  for  canvassing  duties. 

(b)  Appointment  of  Organisers. 

In  districts  where  the  movement  is  not  yet  firmly  established,  or  not 
established  at  all,  the  committee  recommend  the  Central  Board  to 
appoint  special  organisers  for  the  purpose  of  developing  interest  in 
co-operation.  These  organisers  should  be  supported  by  adequate  advertising 
and  by  the  holding  of  meetings  of  a  suitable  character  made  attractive  in  the 
many  ways  that  are  now  available.  For  the  service  of  the  canvassers 
appointed  by  societies  and  of  the  organisers  appointed  by  the  Central 
Board,  suitable  literature  should  be  prepared  where  it  does  not  already  exist. 
Some  of  this  literature  should  be  suitable  for  house-to-house  distribution,  and 
should  be  so  distributed,  whilst  literature  of  a  suitable  character  should  also 
be  available  for  distribution  and  sale  at  any  meetings  which  may  be  held.  The 
canvassers  and  organisers  should  make  a  special  point  of  visiting  meetings  of 
trade-union  branches,  and  should  seek  permission  to  address  meetings  of 
societies,  such  as  literary  societies  and  improvement  classes,  where  speakers 
on  social  subjects  are  usually  welcome. 
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(c)  Advertising. 

In  addition  to  the  advertising  already  suggested,  the  committee  are  of 
the  opinion  that  every  few  years  there  should  be  instituted  a  national  co- 
operative advertising  scheme,  in  the  preparation  and  working  out  of  which 
all  sections  of  the  movement  should  be  invited  to  co-operate.  In  this 
advertising  and  propaganda  scheme,  both  national  and  local  newspapers 
should  be  employed,  the  posting  stations  should  be  used,  out-door  meetings 
should  be  arranged,  cinematograph  displays  of  co-operative  films  should  be 
given,  and  exhibitions  of  co-operative  productions  should  be  organised.  The 
cost  of  this  national  campaign  might  appear  heavy  at  first;  but,  considering 
the  size  of  the  movement  and  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  such  a 
campaign,  £100,000,  or  even  £200,000,  would  be  a  comparatively  small 
amount  to  be  expended.  It  is  obviously  the  work  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
to  direct  this  National  Advertising  Propaganda  Campaign ;  but  the  assistance 
of  the  wholesale  societies,  the  productive  societies,  and  the  retail  distributive 
societies  should  be  sought.  The  Survey  Committee  note  with  satisfaction 
that  one  such  national  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Swansea  Congress.  They 
suggest  that  such  a  campaign  should  be  repeated  from  time  to  time,  and  a 
special  propaganda  department  organised  at  the  Union's  headquarters  to 
direct  these  campaigns  and  other  propaganda  work.  In  another  section  of 
their  report  the  committee  recommend  the  organisation  of  a  Propaganda 
Department  at  the  Union's  headquarters. 

(2)  Increasing  Loyalty  of  Present  Members. 

To  increase  the  loyalty  of  present  members  is  obviously  one  of  the  duties 
of  co-operative  education ;  and  the  Survey  Committee  have  already  made 
recommendations  in  regard  to  education  in  their  report  to  the  Swansea 
Congress.  They  would  take  this  opportunity,  however,  of  making  a  strong 
recommendation  that  those  engaged  in  the  trading  activities  of  the  movement 
should  realise  that  active  co-operation  with  co-operative  educational  com- 
mittees is  essential  if  a  loyal  membership  is  to  be  secured.  The  Survey 
Committee  would  again  emphasise  the  importance  of  extending  co-operative 
education  to  a  study  of  social  questions  and  the  relation  of  the  co-operative 
movement  thereto,  as  well  as  to  a  study  of  the  problems  associated  with 
co-operative  trade  and  organisation.  In  this  work,  the  heartiest  co-operation 
between  the  trading  and  educational  committees  of  local  societies  is  essential ; 
and  the  Survey  Committee  would  therefore  again  emphasise  the  importance 
of  securing  this  co-operation  as  suggested  in  their  report  to  the  Swansea 
Congress. 

Outside  the  direct  work  of  educational  organisations  in  increasing  loyalty 
and  trade,  there  are,  however,  some  points  to  which  attention  may  be  drawn. 
In  the  first  place,  trading  committees  might  make  more  use  of  the  facilities 
provided  at  shopping  centres  to  distribute  co-operative  literature  and  the  sale 
of  co-operative  publications  as  a  means  of  strengthening  co-operative  opinion 
and  loyalty.  The  canvassers  already  suggested  might  be  partly  employed  in 
waiting  upon  those  members  of  the  society  whose  interest  was  apparently 


Report  of  Crntral  Board.  245 


weakening  and  whose  purchases  were  falling.  They  would  then  be  able  to 
discover  causes  of  this  weakening  of  loyalty,  and,  by  reporting  to  the  com- 
mittee of  their  society,  enable  the  committee  to  remedy  any  defects  which 
were  responsible  for  it.  An  increase  in  business  efficiency  would  also  tend  to 
strengthen  loyalty  and  increase  membership ;  and  upon  this  point  suggestions 
ai'e  made  in  a  later  part  of  the  report. 

As  a  means  of  reaching  members  at  more  points  of  their  lives  than  at 
present,  the  committee  would  repeat  the  suggestion  made  in  their  report  to 
the  Swansea  Congress,  viz.,  that  educational  work  should  be  extended  both 
amongst  juniors  and  adults,  and  that  classes  in  a  larger  number  of  subjects  be 
arranged  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  members  and  retaining  their  interest. 
Men's  guilds  and  women's  guilds  should  be  encouraged,  and  not  only  should 
accommodation  be  provided  by  committees  for  the  meetings  of  the  guilds  and 
other  co-operative  organisations  associated  with  the  society,  but  the  com 
mittee  members  themselves  should  take  a  personal  interest  in  the  work  of 
these  organisations.  The  formation  of  social  and  recreational  clubs  of  various 
kinds  connected  with  the  society  should  also  be  encouraged.  Some  societies 
have  literary  societies,  others  debating  societies,  others  rambling  clubs  and 
sports  clubs  of  various  kinds;  and  organisations  of  this  nature  should  be 
encouraged  as  a  means  of  providing  for  members,  opportunities  of  linking 
themselves  up  more  closely  with  their  society. 

A  revival  of  interest  in  co-operation  is  likely  to  be  stimulated  and 
sustained  by  the  opening  of  rooms  for  social  and  recreative  purposes.  The 
political  parties  and  other  organisations  have  their  clubs,  which  serve  useful 
purposes ;  and  good  would  undoubtedly  accrue  to  the  movement  if  local 
societies  also  arranged  social  clubs  for  their  members.  Concerts  for  young 
and  old  should  be  provided,  not  as  a  substitute  for  class  work,  as  happens 
in  some  societies,  but  as  part  of  the  social  activities  of  the  society.  Though 
public  libraries  have  now  to  a  great  extent  relieved  co-operative  societies 
from  the  necessity  of  providing  these  establishments,  there  still  seems  to  be 
the  need  for  small  select  libraries  of  economic  and  co-operative  literature ; 
and  the  use  of  such  libraries  should  be  fostered  as  a  means  of  attaching  the 
members  more  closely  to  their  society  and  increasing  their  fitness  for  the 
fulfilling  of  their  obligations  to  it. 

Where  no  suitable  local  facilities  exist,  every  local  society  should  provide 
a  supply  of  sick-room  appliances  for  the  service  of  its  members ;  and,  in  other 
ways,  that  will  be  revealed  to  enterprising  committees,  should  seek  to  make 
the  society  increasingly  useful  to  its  members.  These  are  merely  some 
suggestions  of  the  things  that  might  be  done  to  cause  co-operation  to  enter 
more  fully  into  the  lives  of  the  members  of  the  movement  and  others,  and 
secure  their  closer  connection  with  the  local  society  and  the  wider  movement. 

(3)  Overlapping. 
Overlapping  may  exist  in  the  following  forms  : — 

(a)  Shops  of  competing  societies  may  exist  side  by  side  and  serve 
the  same  people. 
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(6)  Two  or  more  societies  in  adjoining  districts,  without  over 
lapping  of  shops,  may  deliver  goods  within  one  another's  area. 

In  regard  to  overlapping  of  the  first  kind,  two  solutions  may  be  oifered. 
(1)  Amalgamation ;  (2)  transfer  of  shops  and  the  defining  of  areas  of 
the  two  societies.  The  decision  as  to  which  of  these  two  methods  is  the 
most  suitable  must  depend  upon  local  circumstances.  In  any  case,  goodwill 
between  the  two  societies  is  required,  and  also  willingness  to  accept  the 
friendly  intervention  of  the  Co-operative  Union  as  conciliator  and  arbitrator 
in  cases  of  difference  of  opinion.  In  another  section  of  our  report  we  make 
recommendations  in  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  Co-operative  Union  and  cases 
of  overlapping ;  and  the  relation  of  the  Union  to  societies  that  do  not  accept 
its  decision  in  regard  to  cases  of  overlapping  referred  to  it. 

The  second  kind  of  overlapping  can  best  be  met  by  arranging  boundaries 
and  securing  loyalty  to  boundary  agreements,  with  an  undertaking  to  accept 
the  friendly  arbitration  of  the  Co-operative  Union  in  caees  of  dispute.  It 
is  important  for  the  various  committees  of  the  Co-operative  Union  charged 
with  the  settlement  of  boundary  disputes  to  create  the  conciliatory  spirit 
between  societies,  for  personal  considerations  rather  than  mechanical 
difficulties  of  administration  are  often  the  principal  stumbling  block.  It 
frequently  happens  that  overlapping  and  competition  between  neighbouring 
societies  is  due  to  competition  by  dividend ;  and  the  Survey  Committee  are 
of  the  opinion  that  excessive  dividends,  utilised  for  the  purpose  of  attracting 
members  from  another  society,  ought  to  be  discouraged.  To  avoid  the  evils 
of  overlapping  of  deliveries,  the  Survey  Committee  recommend  neighbouring 
societies  to  agree  to  a  boundary  line  beyond  which  they  will  not  deliver,  or 
accept  new  members.  Where,  as  frequently  happens,  members  go  outside 
the  area  of  their  own  society  and  patronise  another  one  because  of  superior 
trade  facilities  offered  by  the  more  distant  society,  and  where  this  is  due  to  a 
larger  society  having  more  departments  than  can  be  provided  by  the  society 
nearest  to  the  member,  the  committee  suggest  that  arrangements  might  be 
made  for  members  of  the  smaller  society  to  buy  from  the  larger  society  with 
a  ticket  provided  by  their  own  society.  Where  the  desire  to  patronise  the 
more  distant  society  is  due  to  superior  business  administration  and  better 
service,  the  raising  of  the  business  efficiency  of  the  less  efficient  society  is  the 
obvious  remedy ;  but  this  is  a  reform  and  improvement  for  the  members  of 
that  society  to  secure  rather  than  the  Survey  Committee. 

(4)  Difficulties  of  Small  Societies  and  Large  Societies. 
The  difficulties  experienced  by  small  societies  are  chiefly  those  connected 
with  the  fewness  of  departments  and  the  small  scale  of  operations,  preventing 
the  attainment  of  economy  of  management  and  that  variety  and  high-class 
service  which  a  large  society  can  provide.  One  remedy  for  this  is  for  small 
societies  to  amalgamate  where  this  is  practicable,  or  enter  into  relations  with 
some  neighbouring  large  society  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  members  of 
the  small  society  to  obtain  from  the  larger  one  such  things  as  the  larger 
society  can   provide  and   the  smaller  one  cannot.       As  the  smaller  society 
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increases  its  membership  and  can  increase  its  facilities,  the  necessity  for  the 
assistance  of  the  larger  society  will  become  less,  but  it  may  meet  the  needs 
of  the  members  of  the  small  society  for  a  long  time.  There  are  cases  where 
a  small  society  is  a  member  of  a  neighbouring  larger  society,  and  this  facilitates 
the  purchasing  of  goods  from  the  larger  society  by  members  of  the  smaller 
society,  and  the  practice  might  be  extended  with  advantage. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  co-operative  spirit  and  loyalty 
are  usually  stronger  in  the  smaller  than  in  the  larger  societies,  and  they 
attach  great  importance  to  these  advantages  of  small  societies  and  consider 
that  the  advantages  of  co-operation  should  not  be  considered  merely  in  terms 
of  trade  and  profits.  It  is  a  notorious  fact,  too,  that  the  interest  of  members, 
as  evidenced  by  their  attendance  at  monthly  or  quarterly  meetings,  is  weaker 
in  the  large  societies  than  in  the  small  ones.  For  the  purpose  of  increasing 
this  interest  an  extension  of  the  educational  and  social  activities  of  the  larger 
societies  is  an  urgent  necessity ;  and  where  local  guilds  can  be  established  or 
social  clubs  formed  they  offer  means  of  increasing  district  interest  in  the 
operations  of  the  society.  District  committees'  and  district  members'  meetings 
can  also  be  recommended  as  a  means  of  providing  opportunities  for  fostering 
the  interest  of  members  in  large  societies. 

It  is  suspected  that  in  some  societies  the  growth  of  membership  and  trade 
has  been  so  great  that  the  methods  of  management,  which  were  suitable  when 
the  society  was  small,  are  no  longer  able  to  secure  the  most  efficient  administra- 
tion. The  Survey  Committee  therefore  suggest  that  conferences  of  repre- 
sentatives of  a  few  of  the  large  societies  be  arranged  with  a  view  to 
investigating  the  methods  most  suitable  for  organising  large  societies,  and  also 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  business 
administration  during  recent  years  in  order  to  secure  such  improvements  as 
will  enable  the  advantages  of  large-scale  operations  to  be  secured  without  the 
disadvantages.  The  committee  recommend  the  Co-operative  Union  to  con- 
vene such  conferences  which  might  well  be  organised  in  conjunction  with  the 
Union's  Trade  Information  Bureau.  The  committee  also  recommend  the 
development  of  research  work  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  problems  of 
large-scale  operations. 

In  this  connection,  the  committee  axe  of  the  opinion  that  too  much  work 
is  at  the  present  time  expected  of  the  managers  of  most  societies.  In  their 
opinion,  the  work  of  a  lai'ge  society  requires  the  appointment  of  a  general 
manager  without  departmental  responsibilities.  He  should  be  a  man  of  wide 
outlook  and  experience,  with  knowledge  of  finance  and  business  organisation, 
able  to  act  as  the  executive  officer  of  the  committee  and  to  advise  them  on 
the  wider  questions  of  business  policy.  His  work  and  that  of  the  committee 
should  be  clearly  distinguished,  the  committee  devoting  themselves  to 
questions  of  general  policy  and  giving  to  the  manager  fairly  wide  powers,  so 
that  he  may  exercise  initiative  as  well  as  control.  He  should  certainly  keep 
the  conunittee  well  informed  as  to  his  plans  and  work;  but  he  should  have 
considerable  freedom,  the  absence  of  which  at  the  present  time  is  stifling 
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initiative  and  preventing  our  societies  from  reaching  their  highest  success. 
Too  much  detail  work  is  expected  from  the  manager  at  present;  and  he  is 
frequently  overworked,  so  that  he  has  neither  the  freshness  of  mind  nor  the 
width  of  outlook  which  managers  of  competing  concerns  can  cultivate  because 
of  their  more  suitable  conditions.  The  Survey  Committee  are  of  the 
opinion,  also,  that,  speaking  generally,  the  salaries  of  managers  are  inadequate 
having  regard  to  the  work  and  responsibilities  which  managers  have  to  under- 
take; and  they  recommend  consultation  between  the  Co-operative  Union  and 
the  National  Co-operative  Managers'  Association  and  the  Co-operative 
Secretaries'  Association  with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  a  list  of  salaries 
to  which  the  official  approval  of  Congress  could  be  given.  The  Survev 
Committee  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  tend  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  business  management  if  managers  were  given  greater  opportunities 
iif  making  visits  to  centres  at  home  and  abroad  for  the  purpose  of  observinpr 
and  studying  methods  of  management  and  getting  new  ideas.  The  committee 
feel  that  the  wider  outlook  and  mental  stimulus  which  managers  would  derive 
from  such  visits  would  react  upon  the  management  of  co-operative  societies  in 
general  and  amply  repay  the  societies  which  were  enterprising  enough  to 
adopt  the  suggestion  now  made.  One  society  some  years  ago  did  send  its 
manager  to  America  on  a  tour  of  inspection,  and  testimony  is  available  of  the 
excellent  results  of  this  visit.  Prior  to  the  war,  the  United  Co-operative 
Baking  Society  of  Glasgow  arranged  for  visits  of  selected  employees  to  various 
industrial  centres  where  there  were  special  objects  of  interest  to  those  con- 
cerned with  improving  the  welfare  of  the  worker  and  the  raising  of  business 
efficiency,  and  the  adoption  of  this  method  of  "education  by  impression" 
is  considered  to  have  produced  excellent  results. 

In  consonance  with  their  recommendations,  as  presented  to  the  Swansea 
Congress,  the  Survey  Committee  would  again  emphasise  the  importance  of 
providing  adequate  facilities  for  the  training  of  managers,  secretaries,  and 
the  managerial  and  secretarial  staffs  as  a  means  of  promoting  business 
efficiency ;  and  this  training  should  not  only  be  in  the  routine  work  of  a 
manager  or  secretary,  but  also  in  the  broader  aspects  of  business  organisation 
and  administration. 

If  a  conference  of  representatives  of  a  few  societies  working  under  some- 
what similar  conditions,  such  as  suggested  above  is  arranged,  the  better 
organisation  of  co-operative  societies,  details  of  the  cost  of  administering 
various  departments,  and  the  desirability  of  adopting  various  changes  could 
well  be  discussed  with  a  view  to  securing  an  improvement  in  business 
efficiency.  There  should  also  be  held  annually,  during  Congress  week  or  at 
some  other  convenient  time  of  the  year,  a  special  conference  or  congress  to 
discuss  trade  and  business  matters  of  a  technical  nature.  The  possibility 
of  adopting  the  best  features  of  scientific  management  should  also  be  considered. 


CAPITAL. 

The  committee,  in  their  report  submitted  to  the  Lancaster  Congress,  gave 
statistics  showing  the  amount  and  distribution  of  capital  holding  in  retail 
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dietributive  societies.  They  are  now  able  to  supplement  the  information  then 
given  by  tables  (see  Appendix  B)  showing  the  amount  of  transferable 
shai-e  capital,  the  amount  of  withdrawable  share  capital,  and  the  nature 
of  the  loan  capital  held  at  the  end  of  1916.  The  committee,  also,  drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  in  the  movement  a  considerable  amount  of 
capital  which  is  not  yet  employed  co-operatively.  They  think  that  these 
sums  should  be  more  co-operatively  employed,  and  the  amount  of  capital 
considerably  increased.  They  view  with  regret  the  apathy  which  exists  in 
some  societies  with  regard  to  the  accumulation  of  capital,  for  they  feel  that 
if  the  movement  is  to  realise  its  objects  fully  it  can  do  so  by  only  becoming 
the  acceptor  of  larger  amounts  of  capital  from  the  members  of  the  movement. 
For  the  purpose  of  increasing  capital  the  Survey  Committee  make  the 
following  suggestions  : — 

(1)  That  societies  should  remove  all  restrictions  at  present  imposed 
by  rules  preventing  them  from  taking  the  £200  permitted  by  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 

(2)  That  the  movement  should  press  for  the  removal  of  the  £200 
limit  upon  share  holding  now  imposed  by  the  Industrial  and  Provident 
Societies  Acts. 

(3)  That  societies  should  revise  their  rules  which  fix  differential 
rates  of  interest,  causing  the  rate  to  vary  according  to  the  amount  the 
member  has  invested  or  spent.  They  recommend  that  one  rate  of 
interest  be  paid  for  all  share  capital  deposited  by  a  member,  irrespective 
of  the  amount  deposited  by  him  or  the  amount  of  his  purchases,  the 
rate  of  intereet  being  adjusted  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  capital. 
If,  for  the  time  being,  the  society  has  more  capital  than  it  can  utilise 
in  its  own  undertakings  this  surplus  should  be  passed  forward  to  the 
central  institutions  of  the  co-operative  movement ;  and  the  rate  of 
interest  paid  to  members  should  be  such  ae  will  enable  the  society  to 
invest  its  surplus  funds  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  without 
any  loss  to  the  retail  society. 

(4)  That  societies  should  invite  from  their  members  deposits  on 
loan  account  to  the  full  extent  permitted  by  rule  and  so  frame  their 
rules  that  increased  amounts  of  loan  capital  can  be  taken  when  required. 
The  committee  believe  that  it  is  possible  for  the  movement  to  increase 
its  capital  considerably  by  increasing  its  loan  capital. 

(5)  That  steps  be  taken  to  encourage  members  to  deposit  more 
capital  with  their  societies  than  they  do  at  present.  In  this  connection, 
the  committee  would  draw  attention  to  the  large  sums  of  money 
collected  annually  for  holiday  clubs  by  regular  weekly  contributions. 
Not  only  might  societies  organise  such  clubs ;  but  they  might  adopt  the 
same  method  of  collecting  share  and  loan  capital.  They  might  also 
appoint  collectors  to  call  upon  members  weekly  to  collect  contributions 
to  share  and  loan  accounts. 

(6)  That  more  capital  be  raised  by  means  of  the  development  of  the 
insurance  business.      This  is  a  question  affecting  the  movement  as  a 
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whole  rather  than  retail  distributive  societies  alone,  but  the  Survey 
Committee  take  this  opportunity  of  empha^sising  its  importance, 
especially  as  the  retail  societies  may  play  an  important  part  in 
developing  the  insurance  activities  of  the  movement. 

The  committee  further  suggest  that  societies  should  develop  the  banks 
for  small  savings.  The  amount  of  deposits  in  the  small  savings  banks  of 
co-operative  societies  is  infinitesimal  compared  with  the  amount  that  might  .be 
secured  if  this  business  were  developed.  The  committee  think  that  an 
additional  £8,000,000  to  £10,000,000  of  capital  might  be  secured.  The  com- 
mittee further  suggest  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure  the  raising,  or  removal, 
of  the  £20  limit  now  imposed  upon  small-savings  banks  by  the  Industrial 
and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 

The  committee  further  suggest  that  reserve  funds  should  be  increased. 
They  suggest  that  the  minimum  of  the  reserve  fund  of  a  society  should  be  20 
per  cent  of  the  share  and  loan  capital ;  and  not  only  should  the  reserve  fund 
be  increased  by  yearly  allocations,  but  interest  on  the  amount  of  the  reserve, 
fund  should  be  added  to  such  funds.  Reserve  funds  are  established,  primarily, 
to  provide  a  surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities  to  meet  unexpected  calls  or 
realisation ;  but  they  are  also  collectively-owned  capital ;  and  the  bigger  the 
reserve  funds  the, less  need  there  is  for  securing  capital  from  members  and 
others.  If  societies  increased  their  reserve  funds  sufficiently,  they  would  be 
able  to  work  with  a  smaller  proportion  of  borrowed  capital,  and  by  thus 
saving  interest  charges  reduce  their  working  expenses  and  their  prices.  This 
would  enable  societies  to  develop  their  business  considerably  and  meet  com- 
petition more  effectively.  For  this  reason,  also,  we  therefore  recommend  an 
increase  of  reserve  funds. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  committee's  Interim  Report  to  the  Lancaster 
Congress,  many  members  of  societies  hold  only  a  very  small  amount  of  share 
capital.  This,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a  weakness.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  suggest  that  societies  should  insist  upon  their  members 
holding  the  minimum  amount  prescribed  by  rule;  and  this  minimum  should 
be  fixed  in  relation  to  the  ajnount  per  member  required  for  carrying  on  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  society  and  for  investment  in  the  federal  societies. 
They  are  of  the  opinion  that  societies  have  been  insufficiently  insistent  upon 
members  complying  with  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  minimum  holding  of  share 
capital,  and  recommend  that  the  dividend,  or  part  of  the  dividend,  should,  in 
future,  be  retained  on  account  of  share  capital  until  the  member  holds  the 
minimum  prescribed  by  rule.  The  committee  further  suggest  that  members 
should  be  encouraged  to  leave  their  interest  and  dividend  with  the  society, 
even  when  they  have  more  than  the  required  minimum  of  capital  to  their 
credit. 

The  capital  would  be  economised  if  the  members'  debts  for  goods  were 
reduced ;  and  the  Survey  Committee  urge  societies  to  stop  the  giving 
of  credit.  It  is  expensive  to  the  societies,  unfair  to  the  members  who  pay 
cash,  and  harmful  to  the  members  who  make  a  practice  of  taking  credit.  The 
committee  suggest  that  where  credit  is  at  present  given,  and  until  such  times 
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as  the  giving  of  credit  is  stopped,  greater  care  should  be  taken  not  to  give 
credit  beyond  three-fourths  the  amount  of  share  capital. 

With  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  capital  in  the  possession  of 
societies,  the  committee  would  remind  Congress,  the  committees  of  societies, 
and  co-operators  in  general,  that  capital  which  is  not  directly  used  in  co- 
operative trade  is  directly,  or  indirectly,  used  against  the  movement.  The 
committee  therefore  urge  societies  to  examine  the  vai'ious  suggestions  made 
in  this  report  and  consider  local  requirements  and  opportunities  of  trade 
development  with  a  view  to  extending  the  employment  of  members'  capital 
in  opening  new  distributive  departments,  and  in  increasing  their  productive 
activities.  The  Survey  Committee  feel  that  with  adequate  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  local  societies  a  much  larger  proportion  of  capital  deposited  by  mem- 
bers with  their  societies  could  be  employed  by  the  societies  themselves.  With 
the  development  of  the  productive  activities  of  the  Wholesale  Societies  and 
other  federal  co-operative  societies,  these  societies,  also,  are  requiring,  and 
will  continue  to  require,  additional  capital ;  and  for  this  reason  retail  societies 
should  deposit  with  the  Wholesale  Societies  as  much  of  their  members'  surplus 
capital  and  of  the  society's  surplus  capital  as  can  be  obtained.  Where,  for  the 
time  being,  no  further  outlet  of  capital  can  be  found  through  co-operative 
channels  the  investments  of  the  movement  should  preferably  be  in  municipal 
or  national  loans  or  some  semi-public  undertakings  such  as  railways.  These 
investments  the  committee  consider  can  be  better  made  by  an  institution  like 
a  central  investment  institution  than  by  local  societies. 

The  Survey  Committee  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  movement  the 
desirability  of  forming  an  investment  society,  which  might  take  from  societies 
such  surplus  capital  as  the  Wholesale  Societies  were  not  requiring  for  their 
trade  operations.  They  are  moved  to  make  this  suggestion  by  a  consideration 
of  the  fact  that  a  federal  society  specialising  in  the  business  of  investment 
would  probably  be  able  to  secure  better  results  for  the  members  than  t,he 
banking  department  of  an  institution  with  wide  business  ramifications  of  its 
own.  The  business  of  banking  and  of  investment,  though  apparently  closely 
related  in  the  outside  world,  are  not  so  closely  related  in  the  co-operative 
movement. 

The  Survey  Committee  make  the  further  suggestion  that  the  business 
of  co-operative  banking  should  be  entrusted  to  a  special  co-operative  banking 
society.  In  their  opinion,  the  iDusiness  of  banking  is  so  distinct  from  that  of 
manufacturing  and  general  trading  as  to  merit  the  establishment  of  a  special 
society  whose  sole  work  would  be  the  development  of  co-operative  banking. 
The  wholesale  societies,  retail  societies,  productive  societies,  agricultural 
societies,  housing  societies,  trade  unions,  and  individual  co-operators  would 
open  accounts  with  this  co-operative  bank,  and  through  it  would  conduct 
their  banking  business.  With  the  enlarged  amount  of  trade  that  could  be 
obtained  by  securing  the  co-operation  of  other  organisations,  in  addition  lo 
industrial  co-operative  societies,  the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the 
opening  of  branch  banks  in  all  large  centres  and  many  smaller  ones  would 
be  stimulated  and  lead  to  a  great  development  of  co-operative  banking. 
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TRADE. 

More  Members  and  More  Trade  per  Member. 

A  review  of  the  statistics  submitted  to  the  Lancaster  Congress  by  the 
Survey  Committee,  and  the  supplementary  tables  given  in  Appendix  C  of  this 
report,  reveals  the  two-fold  nature  of  the  problem  of  increasing  retail 
trade.  The  first  is  the  necessity  of  increasing  retail  trade  by  increasing 
membership,  and  the  second  is  the  necessity  of  raising  the  level  of  sales  per 
member,  especially  in  those  districts  where  the  sales  per  member  are  below 
the  general  average.  Dealing  with  the  second  part  of  the  subject  first,  the 
committee  recommend  that  Sectional  Boards  make  a  special  investigation  of 
the  sales  per  member  in  the  various  societies  and  districts  in  their  own  area, 
consulting  the  societies  with  a  view  to  steps  being  taken  to  raise  the  sales 
per  member. 

The  Survey  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  following  causes  of  the 
low  sales  per  member  will  be  found  operative  : — 

(1)  Low  wages  of  the  district  or  the  direct  provision  of  produce  by 
individual  co-operators  for  their  own  needs. 

(2)  Open  membership. 

(3)  Lack  of  loyalty  due  to  insufficient  appreciation  of  the  objects 
and  possibilities  of  co-operation. 

(4)  Insufficient  trading  departments. 

(5)  Insufficient  supervision  of   members'   trade  by  societies'   com- 
mittees. 

(6)  Inefficient  management,  expressing  itself  either  in  unduly  high 
prices  or  in  failure  to  give  good  service  to  the  members. 

Over  the  first  cause,  societies  have  little  control.  Where  wages  are  low, 
the  co-operator  cannot  .spend  at  the  store  as  freely  as  the  co-operator  in 
districts  where  wages  are  high.  In  agricultural  districts,  where  co-operators 
grow  potatoes  and  other  produce  for  themselves,  the  purchases  per  member 
will  be  less  than  in  districts  where  it  is  customary  to  buy  such  produce 
from  shops. 

Open  membership  may  lead  to  the  average  purchases  per  member 
appearing  low  when  a  society  with  open  membership  is  compared  with  a 
society  in  which  restricted  membership  is  the  rule.  The  real  purchases  per 
family  may  be  approximately  the  same  in  both  cases. 

Where  lack  of  loyalty,  due  to  inadequate  appreciation  of  the  objects  and 
possibilities  of  co-operation,  is  the  cause  of  low  sales  per  member,  the  remedy 
lies  in  more  intensive  propaganda  and  educational  work ;  and  where  the  pur- 
chases per  member  are  low  because  of  the  fewness  of  departments,  the  remedy 
lies  in  greater  enterprise  and  the  opening  of  more  departments.  Upon  this 
matter  further  comment  is  made  below.  The  committee  recommend  that 
separate  departmental  accounts  be  always  kept,  and  that  the  average  sales 
per  member  in  each  department  be  also  ascertained  each  quarter. 

In  the  past,  it  has  not  been  customary  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the  trade 
of  individual  members;    but  the  Survey  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the 
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views  they  have  already  expressed,  believe  it  would  be  advantageous  for  a 
society  to  investigate  the  amount  of  purchases  of  individual  members  and 
instruct  its  canvassers  to  call  upon  those  members  whose  purchases  were 
low  or  were  falling. 

Where  the  salee  per  member  are  low  owing  to  inefficient  management,  the 
remedy  is  to  improve  the  management ;  and  upon  this  subject  the  committee 
have  already  made  suggestions. 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  whilst  high  dividends  tend  to  keep 
up  the  sales  per  member  they  probably  cause  the  total  sales  of  the  society  to 
be  less  tlian  they  might  be,  as  they  keep  out  some  possible  members  and 
cause  the  members  to  select  for  purchasing  at  their  society  only  some  of  the 
goods  which  they  need.  They  will,  therefore,  suggest  in  a  later  part  of  their 
report  that  prices  be  not  more  than  current  local  prices,  and  that  the  dividend 
be  restricted  to  a  figure  not  exceeding  2s.   in  the  £. 

The  increase  of  trade  to  be  obtained  by  securing  additional  members  is 
obvious  5  and  this  emphasises  the  need  for  the  adoption  of  the  suggestions 
given  in  a  previous  paragraph  regarding  the  securing  of  additional  members. 
The  trade  of  the  societies  can  be  much  increased  by  the  opening  of  additional 
departments.  The  inquiries  of  the  Survey  Committee  have  led  them  to 
discover  the  wide  disparity  in  the  activities  of  various  societies.  Some  have 
a  large  number  of  departments,  whilst  other  societies  of  equal  size  have  but 
a  small  number  and  have  not  utilised  their  opportunities  for  increasing  their 
trading  activities.  A  table  is  given  in  Appendix  D  which  records  the  variety 
of  trading  activities  of  retail  societies.  It  has  not  been  possible,  unfortunately, 
to  record  the  number  of  shops  engaged  in  each  branch  of  trade.  The  Survey 
Committee  urge  the  Sectional  Boards  to  bring  together  the  societies  in  their 
area  in  small  groups  with  a  view  to  investigations  being  made  as  to  the 
possibility  of  all  societies  in  their  area  increasing  the  number  of  their 
departments.  The  "  Co-operative  Directory  "  contains  the  details  requisite 
to  the  making  of  a  suitable  comparison.  Societies  are  also  urged  to  recognise 
the  value  of  enterprising  a-dvertising  for  securing  mors  members,  to  appoint 
canvassers  as  already  suggested  in  this  report,  and  to  establish  a  propaganda 
department  with  a  special  secretary  as  recommended  by  this  committee  in  its 
report  to  the  Swansea  Congress. 

It  frequently  happens  that  a  society  has  not  a  membership  sufficient  to 
support  a  large  number  of  departments.  Where  this  is  the  case,  and  the 
society  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  society  that  has  many  departments,  it 
seems  possible  for  the  smaller  society  to  arrange  with  the  larger  one  for  its 
members  to  have  purchasing  tickets  enabling  them  to  buy  from  the  larger 
society  until  the  smaller  society  has  a  membership  sufficiently  large  enough 
to  support  a  department,  or  departments,  under  its  own  control.  Such  a  scheme 
already  works  advantageously  in  some  districts ;  and  the  principle  can  also  be 
applied  with  advantage  in  the  sale  of  bread  and  milk,  and  also  in  the 
organising  of  a  laundry.  In  other  cases,  neighbouring  societies  may  with 
advantage  federate  for  the  purpose  of  organising  a  department  or  depart- 
ments which  none  of  them  could  organise  successfully  by  itself.     This  question 
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of  departments  is  aleo  discussed  in  that  part  of  our  report  referring  to  large 
and  simall  societies. 

As  a  means  of  developing  the  trade  of  the  movement,  we  would  suggest 
that  the  attention  of  societies  be  drawn  to  the  desirability  of  undertaking  the 
milk  trade,  laundries,  restaurants,  cafes,  fried-fish  shops,  fish  shops,  green- 
grocery departments,  tobacco  shope,  sweet  shops,  newspaper  and  book  shops, 
stationery  shops,  toy  shops,  furniture-removing  departments,  undertaking 
departments,  hairdressing  departments,  window-cleaning  departments,  &c. 
Federations  of  local  societies  might  undertake  wagon  building,  harness 
making,  the  making  of  laundry  and  bakery  fittings,  scales,  requisites  for  shop 
furnishing,  as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  mineral  waters. 

In  connection  with  the  cafes  the  committee  consider  that  these  should  be 
made  as  attractive  as  possible,  and  in  the  large  towns  music  and  other 
attractions  should  be  provided  as  in  cafes  under  other  management.  The 
opening  of  fried-fish  shops  may  not  seem  attractive,  because  of  the  type 
of  shop  now  to  be  found  in  many  of  our  towns ;  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  these  shops  meet  a  need  and  the  co-operative  movement  might  do 
good  work  in  raising  the  standard  of  such  shops.  A  further  reason  for 
developing  these  shops  is  that  they  buy  a  class  of  fish  which  does  not  find 
an  outlet  through  the  trade  of  the  ordinary  fresh  fishshops,  and  if  the  move- 
ment intends  to  secure  any  control  over  the  fish  catching  and  fish  distributing 
trades  it  is  essential  it  should  have  an  outlet  for  all  classes  of  fish.  The 
necessity  for  securing  such  a  control  is  growing,  for  in  some  centres  it  ie 
already  the  case  that  something  like  a  monopoly  exists,  and  firms  which  own 
or  control  fishing  fleets  also  control  the  marketing  and  distribution  of  the 
fish  brought  to  land.  It  is  therefore  important  that  co-operators  should 
develop  a  market  for  all  classes  of  fish  and  afterwards  pass  to  the  organising 
of  a  fishing  fleet. 

In  connection  with  many  of  the  departments  we  have  recommended,  e.g., 
cafe,  the  hours  of  opening  will  necessarily  be  dilferent  from  those  of  ordinary 
departments.  We  think  the  convenience  of  members  and  customers 
should  be  consulted  in  fixing  the  times  of  opening  and  closing,  and  are  of 
the  opinion  that  with  proper  organisation  this  can  be  done  without  requiring 
more  than    a  reasonable  number  of  hours'  labour  per  day  from  any  employee. 

We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  a  considerable  trade  might  be  developed 
by  means  of  penny-in-the-slot  automatic  delivery  machines  at  railway  stations 
and  in  other  suitable  places ;  and  we  recommend  that  a  special  society  be 
formed,  if  necessary,  to  undertake  this  business.  We  consider  that  such 
machines  would  also  be  a  valuable  advertisement  for  the  movement  and  enable 
us  to  reach  many  members  of  the  community  whom  we  are  not  now  reaching 
through  the  usual  channels. 

Different  Grades  of  Shops. 

In  considering  the  question  of  extending  co-operative  trade  co-operators 
must  recognise  the  d  liferent  classes  of  the  community  whose  demands  have 
given  rise  to  the  establishment  of  the  different  grades  of  shops  which  exist 
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in  our  larger  towns.  This  recognition  of  different  classes  of  customers  seems 
to  be  necessary,  because  there  are  many  members  of  the  community  who  desire 
a  little  extra  service  and  a  rather  different  class  of  goods  from  those  usually 
provided  in  co-operative  establishments.  There  seems  to  be  no  sufficient 
reason  why  experiments  should  not  be  made,  or  why  co-operative  societies 
should  not  have  different  classes  of  shops  with  different  prices  or  dividends, 
if  necessai7,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  needs  of  different  classes  of  the 
community.  All  classes  will  have  to  be  catered  for,  if  the  movement  seeks 
to  embrace  in  its  membership  the  whole  of  the  community  or  those  who 
desire  their  needs  met  through  co-operative  organisations.  The  principle 
of  purveying  different  qualities  of  goods  is  already  adopted  in  the  selling  of 
margarine  as  well  as  butter,  frozen  meat  as  well  as  fresh  meat,  and  different 
qualities  of  tea,  &c.  Similarly,  societies  should  stock  their  various  branches 
with  goods,  and  classes  of  goods,  suitable  to  the  class  of  population  living  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Even  in  the  area  served  by  the  same  society,  different 
districts  reveal  different  needs,  and  these  must  be  considered  and  met  if  the 
society's  trade  is  to  be  adequately  developed. 

Co-operation  and  the  Poor. 

Another  point  in  connection  with  trade  is  the  extension  of  co-operation 
to  the  poor.  It  is  regrettable  that  we  possess  very  little  evidence  regarding 
the  extent  to  which  co-operative  activities  do  actually  reach  the  very  poor  or 
fail  to  reach  them,  and  very  little  explanation  of  the  reasons  why  co-operation 
does  not  apparently  flourish  in  the  very  poorest  districts  in  our  large  towns, 
though  the  fact  that  the  population  is  often  a  floating  one  is  no  doubt  one  of 
the  reasons.  In  the  absence  of  reliable  data  it  is  impossible  to  be  dogmatic 
upon  the  question.  We  feel,  however,  that  the  present  position  is  a  reproach 
to  the  movement  and  calls  for  earnest  consideration  and  active  endeavour. 
We,  therefore,  suggest  that  experiments  be  made  to  establish  shops  in  the 
very  poorest  districts  of  three  or  four  of  our  largest  towns  or  cities. 

We  recommend  that  one  experiment  be  made  in  the  Manchester  district, 
where  conditions  are  such  as  to  enable  the  experiment  to  be  made  with  best 
chances  of  success.  The  district  is  the  home  of  a  large  number  of  co- 
operators  and  the  most  important  centre  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  whilst  the  district  is  one  in  which  the  sense  of  civic  responsibility 
and  the  ability  to  render  social  service  are  alike  developed.  We  recommend 
the  establishment  in  Manchester  of  a  special  society  formed  with  the  goodwill 
of  the  societies  in  the  district,  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  the 
Co-operative  Union,  and  enlisting  the  co-operation  of  the  branches  of  the 
Women's  Guild  and  the  Men's  Guild  in  the  district.  For  the  purpose  of 
establishing  the  society  we  recommend  the  creation  of  a  fund,  part  to  be 
raised  in  cash  and  the  remainder  in  the  form  of  a  guarantee  to  be  called  upon 
if  necessary.  Business  might  then  be  commenced  in  one  or  two  districts 
suitable  for  the  experiment.  A  capable  young  manager  should  be  engaged, 
and  he  should  be  guaranteed  another  position  if  the  experiment  did  not 
succeed.      The  societies  mentioned  above  should  have  authority  to  elect  the 
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committee  of  management,  with  power  to  co-opt  purchasing  members. 
Canvassing  for  members  should  be  undertaken,  and  the  organisation  should  be 
so  framed  that  these  members  might  ultimately  become  the  controllers  of  the 
society. 

To  prevent  overlapping,  the  neighbouring  societies  should  have  some  share 
in  supervision  and  their  interests  should  be  protected  throughout.  Trade  in 
groceries  would  be  the  main  business,  and  the  stock  would  be  specially 
selected  for  the  neighbourhood.  Prices  should  be  fixed  low,  with  little 
dividend,  for  the  dividend  will  probably  offer  little  attraction  to  the  type  of 
member  to  be  secured.  Aicoal  yard  might  be  opened,  where  the  people  of  the 
district  could  purchase  small  quantities  of  coal  at  a  cheap  rate.  In  connection 
with  the  society,  a  social  institute  should  be  established  where,  with  other 
attractions,  cinematograph  displays  might  be  provided  and  educational  work 
undertaken.  In  this,  and  other  ways,  attempts  should  be  made  to  secure  the 
interest  of  those  living  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  undertaking  of  this  educational  and  social  work  seems  to  be  neceseary 
in  attacking  this  problem,  for  much  of  the  difficulty  of  reaching  the  poor 
appears  to  spring  from  their  lack  of  appreciation  of  the  possibilities  of  joint 
effort  and  the  working  for  distant  rather  than  immediate  advantages.  The 
society's  premises  should  be  an  educational  settlement  just  as  much  as  a 
trading  centre. 

A  guarantee  fund  of  £1,000  would  not  be  a  big  one  for  the  movement 
to  establish,  and,  even  if  this  amount  were  lost  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
years,  it  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  money  well  spent.  It 
would,  at  any  rate,  give  us  greater  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  dimensions 
of  the  problem  than  we  now  possess ;  and  we  should  be  placed  in  a  stronger 
position  for  dealing  with  it.  Given  the  right  type  of  manager  and  committee 
there  seems  no  reason  why  the  experiment  should  not  succeed  ;  and,  if  success- 
ful, it  would  be  a  splendid  advertisement  for  the  movement.  It  would  be 
an  object  lesson  for  other  districts  and  would  be  a  training  ground  for 
managers  and  for  workers  likely  to  be  engaged  by  societies  undertaking  an 
enterprise  of  a  similar  nature  in  other  centres. 

Emporiums  and  Departmental  Stores. 

Another  method  by  which  co-operative  trade  might  be  increased  is  by  the 
opening  in  our  large  towns  and  cities  of  large  emporiums  or  departmental 
stores.  The  movement  has  been  slowly  working  towards  this  during  recent 
years,  but  is  still  far  behind  private  traders  in  this  respect.  Such  depart- 
mental stores  might  be  owned  and  controlled  by  a  federation  of  societies 
in  the  districts,  and  their  members  might  have  purchasing  tickets  enabling 
them  to  be  credited  with  dividend  from  their  own  society.  In  connection 
with  the  emporium  there  should  be  a  large  restaurant  and  all  the  accessories 
which  would  assist  in  increasing  trade. 

The  Competition  of  Multiple  Shops. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  competition  of  multiple  shops  is  growing. 
These  shops  are  of  two  classes.      One  class  deals  in  one  article  only,  e.g., 
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haU  or  boots,  or  a  few  articles,  e,.g.,  tea,  sugar,  and  butter;  and  another 
class  deals  in  provisions  or  clothing  in  general.  By  reason  of  the  magnitude 
of  their  trade  they  can  buy  economically,  and  by  the  duplication  of  branches 
on  similar  lines  in  regard  to  shop  equipment,  organisation,  &c.,  further 
economies  are  secured.  These  busineeses  are  usually  well  organised.  It  is 
said,  for  example,  that  the  managing  director  of  some  of  these  firms  knows 
by  Monday  noon  each  week  what  profit  has  been  made  at  each  shop  during 
the  previous  week.  The  standardising  of  fittings  at  each  shop  makes  possible 
the  cheaper  production  of  these  fittings,  which  are  frequently  made  by  the 
firm's  own  works  department.  The  uniformity  of  external  appearance  is  of  a 
considerable  advertising  value,  for  the  appearance  is  usually  distinctive,  and 
when  a  person  removes  from  one  town  to  another  the  very  familiarity  with 
the  external  appearance  is  an  inducement  to  commence  trade  with  the  branch 
in  the  new  town,  and  the  possibility  of  securing  the  same  goods  is  another. 
The  profits  made  by  each  branch  are  not  necessarily  large,  but,  collectively, 
they  are  considerable ;  and  many  of  the  multiple  shops  pay  very  large 
dividends  upon  the  capital  which  is  small  in  relation  to  turnover. 

To  make  possible  the  more  successful  competition  of  co-operative  societies 
with  the  multiple  shops  it  seems  desirable  for  societies  to  copy  some  of  the 
methods  of  the  multiple  shops.  There  might  be,  for  example,  greater 
uniformity  of  shop  fronts  and  internal  fixtures,  so  that  co-operators  and  non- 
co-operators  would  recognise  a  co-perative  shop  at  sight ;  and  there  might  be 
some  one  distinct  mark  on  all  packages,  wrappers,  labels,  and,  where  suitable, 
on  the  goods  themselves,  which  would  indicate  goods  of  co-operative  origin. 
Such  a  mark  would  become  known  and  have  a  distinct  advertising  value. 

As  a  further  means  of  meeting  the  competition  of  multiple  shops  we 
suggest  the  opening  in  suitable  centres  of  shops  selling  only  one  or  a  few 
commodities  as  may  be  desirable,  the  goods  being  sold  without  dividend  if 
necessary.  The  results  of  these  experiments  should  be  carefully  recorded 
with  a  view  to  considering  the  advisability  of  extending  our  operations  on 
similar  lines.  This  departure  from  the  normal  method  of  trading  is  justified, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  if  it  is  the  best  or  only  way  of  meeting  i  he 
competition  of  the  multiple  shops.  The  Survey  Committee,  keeping  in  view 
the  fact  that  the  co-operative  control  of  industry  necessitates  an  increase  of 
production  and  the  extension  of  co-operative  employment,  look  upon  the 
development  of  retail  trade  as  of  vital  importance ;  retail  trade  is  the  base  of 
the  pyramid  upon  which  other  co-operative  achievements  rest,  and  no  effort 
must  be  spared  for  bringing  an  increasing  proportion  of  the  retail  trade  of 
the  country  under  co-operative  control. 

A  number  of  firms,  some  with  single  shops  and  others  with  a  chain 
of  shops,  now  adopt  the  practice  of  giving  a  rebate  or  dividend  on  purchases 
quarterly  as  a  counter-attraction  to  the  dividend  of  the  o-operative  society 
in  the  district.  These  shops  have  nothing  in  common  with  co-operation,  but 
appeal  to  a  certain  class  who  think  more  of  dividend  than  co-operative 
principles.  We  have  no  reason  to  think  that  any  well-managed  co-operative 
society  has  much  to  fear  from  this  competition;    but  we  would  take  this 
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opportunity  of  once  more  emphasising  the  importance  of  securing  the  loyalty 
of  our  members  through  the  cultivation  of  their  faith  in  co-operation  as  a 
social  force.  The  owners  of  the  shops  to  which  we  have  referred  are  seeking 
their  own  profit  and  not  social  reconstruction  for  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity. We  must  lose  no  opportunity  of  showing  our  members  and  others 
that  social  reconstruction  is  our  object,  and  trade  one  of  our  implements. 

Besides  the  methods  already  suggeeted  for  meeting  the  competition  of  the 
multiple  shops,  advertising  is  important  as  also  is  the  improvement  of 
business  efficiency.  Upon  these  matters  the  committee  have  already  made 
recommendations. 

PKOFITS   AND    DIVIDEND. 

Our  Interim  Report,  as  presented  to  the  Lancaster  Congress,  gives  fairly 
full  infonnation  about  the  present  position  of  the  movement  in  regard  to 
profits  and  dividend.  Our  inquiries  upon  this  part  of  our  reference  have, 
so  far,  led  to  the  following  general  conclueions  : — 

(1)  That  capital  is  principally  accumulated  by  dividends  and 
interest  being  allowed  to  lie  with  societies. 

(2)  That  the  maintenance  of  an  unduly  high  dividend  tends  to 
restrict  our  trading  activities  by — 

(a)  Discouraging  the  opening  of  departments  in  which  the  condi- 

tions are  such  as  to  prevent  the  payment  of  high  dividends 
if  the  prices  are  the  same  ae  those  of  outside  traders ; 

(b)  Tending  to  keep  out  of  our    societies  some  sections  of  the  com 

munity  who  either  are  unable  to  wait  until  the  dividend  is 
paid  or  are  not  able  to  recognise  the  fact  that  co-operative 
prices  with  dividends  deducted  are  lower  than  the  prices  of 
competitive  traders. 

[Note. — The  extent  to  which  poorer  members  of  the  com- 
munity are  excluded  by  the  practice  of  paying  dividends  ha-s 
probably  been  exaggerated  in  some  quarters.] 

(3)  Low  dividends  are  not  necessarily  the  result  of  low  prices, 
but  are  frequently  due  to  unavoidably  high  expenses  or  to  inefficient 
management. 

(4)  There  is  a  tendency  for  profits  and  dividends  to  fall,  and  this 
tendency  has  been  accentuated  during  the  period  of  the  war. 

(5)  There  is  comparatively  little  collective  use  of  profits,  the 
principal  forms  being  educational  expenditure,  maintenance  of  news- 
rooms, collective  life  assurance,  and  occasionally  the  provision  of 
assistance  in  cases  of  sickness. 

Fixed  Dividends,  General  Dividends,  and  Departmental  Dividends. 

As  a  result  of  our  investigation  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 

not  desirable  to  have  fixed  dividends.      We  think,  however,  that  the  policy 

of  the  movement  should  be  one  for  societies  to  sell  goods  at  the  same  prices 

as  outside  traders  or  a  little  below  them   in  those  districts  where  the  co- 
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operative  movement  does  not  fix  prices,  and  where  societies,  because  of  their 
volume  of  trade,  determine  local  prices  they  should  fix  those  prices  as  low  ae 
possible,  and  to  yield  a  dividend  of  not  more  than  2s.  in  the  £. 

A  gradual  reduction  of  dividends  to  this  level  would,  the  committee 
believe,  enable  societies  to  undertake  departments  which,  at  the  present  time, 
they  do  not  establish  because  such  departments  wjuld  not  yield  the  general 
rate  of  dividend  which  the  societies  are  paying.  To  meet  the  case  where 
societies  hesitate  to  open  a  new  department  because  the  department  will  not 
pay  the  average  dividend  of  the  society,  the  committee  recommend  the  pay- 
ment of  different  departmental  dividends,  and  where  the  departments  are 
numerous  these  departments  might  be  grouped  according  to  the  rate  of 
dividend  they  can  pay.  The  application  of  this  principle  to  different  depart- 
mental dividends  must,  however,  depend  upon  local  circumstances.  In  some 
districts,  members  would  rather  have  a  general  dividend  for  all  departments, 
though  this  is  lower  than  could  be  paid  by  some  departments  if  their  earnings 
were  separately  recorded.  The  necessity  for  different  departmental  dividends 
is  greatest  in  those  societies  where  the  dividend  is  highest,  and  where  the 
opening  of  departments  has  been  hindered  by  the  unwillingness  of  members 
to  accept  a  lower  general  dividend.  The  difficulty  might  apparently  be  met 
in  such  cases  by  a  lowering  of  the  general  dividend  ;  but  where  the  conditions 
are  not  favourable  to  the  lowering  of  the  dividend  sufficiently  to  enable 
the  opening  of  departments  earning  only  low  dividends,  it  is  recommended 
that  different  departmental  dividends  be  paid  in  order  to  secure  the  establish- 
ment of  the  departments.  It  has  been  urged  against  the  payment  of  different 
departmental  dividends  that  the  practice  leads  to  disloyalty,  the  members  not 
supporting  the  low-dividend  departments.  We  do  not  think  that  this 
argument  receives  much  support  from  facts. 

Abolition  of  Dividend. 

We  have  considered  suggestions  for  the  complete  abolition  of  the 
dividend,  and  welcome  the  experiments  which  are  being  made  on  this  basis. 
These  experiments  the  committee  would  like  to  see  increased,  with  a  view  to 
the  acquisition  of  experience  and  the  testing  and  recording  of  results ;  but 
they  are  of  the  opinion  that  at  the  present  time  such  a  step  would  not  be 
wise  (though  it  may  prove  ultimately  to  be  so),  and  they  make  certain 
suggestions  on  this  point  below. 

Their  reason  for  not  advocating  this  step,  at  present,  is  that  the  process 
of  educating  members  to  adopt  a  different  system  must  necessarily  be  a  slow 
one.  The  abolition  of  dividend  would  undoubtedly  permit  such  a  reduction 
of  prices  to  be  effected  as  would  enable  the  movement  to  sell  at  prices  much 
below  those  of  competing  traders,  and  this  would  probably  bring  back  to 
membership  those  who  left  a  society  because  of  the  abolition  of  the  dividend. 
The  control  of  our  societies,  however,  rests  ultimately  in  the  hands  of  the 
individual  members,  who  are  not  yet  sufficiently  prepared  to  adopt  such  a 
drastic  change  in  co-operative  policy. 

A  further  reason  for  not  adopting  such  an  extreme  policy,  at  present,  is 
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that  the  effect  upon  the  capital  of  the  movement  could  not  be  estimated. 
Whilst  so  much  of  the  capital  of  the  movement  is  accumulated  by  members 
allowing  their  dividends  to  remain  in  the  society,  it  would  be  foolish  U) 
endanger  the  capital  resources  of  the  movement  by  a  change  whii-^  might 
injuriously  affect  the  accumulation  of  capital.  At  the  present  time,  the 
inertia  of  the  members  causes  many  of  them  to  leave  their  dividends  in  the 
society  rather  than  withdraw  them ;  but  if  the  movement  depended  upon  the 
capital  deposited  by  the  members  the  inertia  would  work  the  other  way  and 
the  indifferent  membei's  would  probably  fail  to  bring  along  sufficient  capital 
to  provide  what  the  society  and  its  federal  connections  need.  We,  therefore, 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  policy  already  suggested,  viz.,  the  charging 
of  local  prices,  or  a  little  less,  where  the  society  is  not  sufficiently  powerful  to 
dominate  local  prices ;  and  in  those  cases  where  the  society  is  sufficiently 
strong  enough  to  decide  what  the  local  prices  shall  be,  these  prices  should  be  as 
low  as  possible,  and  to  secure  the  society  a  sufficient  amount  of  capital.  These 
objects  would  be  secured,  we  believe,  by  restricting  the  dividends  to  a  rate 
not  exceeding  2s.  in  the  £  on  purchases.  At  the  same  time,  societies  should 
encourage  their  members  to  deposit  more  capital,  so  that  if  dividends  are 
reduced  or  abolished  the  capital  resources  of  the  movement  may  be  adequate 
to  the  movement's  needs. 

The  Collective  Use  of  Profits. 
The  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  movement  might  go  much 
farther  than  it  has  done  in  the  past  in  extending  the  collective  use  of  profits. 
The  growth  of  collective  life  assurance  indicates  some  of  the  possibilities 
of  this  step,  and  we  strongly  urge  the  development  of  this  form  of 
assurance  and  also  recommend  the  desirability  of  formulating  some  scheme 
of  pensions  for  co-operators  based  upon  the  purchases  of  members  of  co- 
operative societies  during  the  twenty  years  prior  to  their  reaching  the  age  at 
which  pensions  commence.  This  age,  we  suggest,  might  be  60  years,  and  the 
scheme  might  be  operated  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  in  such  a 
way  that  a  member  transferring  membership  from  one  society  to  another 
during  the  twenty  years  prior  to  his  becoming  eligible  for  pension  would  be 
able  to  retain  his  rights  to  a  pension  if  the  societies  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member  had  all  been  participants  in  the  pension  assurance  scheme.  These 
pensions,  we  suggest,  should  be  based  upon  the  average  annual  purchases, 
and  might  be  payable  partly  in  goods  and  partly  in  cash.  It  is  not  possible 
without  actuarial  investigation  to  give  the  basis  upon  which  such  a  scheme 
could  be  worked,  but  the  committee  are  convinced  that  the  adoption  of  such 
a  scheme  is  quite  within  the  range  of  possibility  and  would  serve  a  useful 
purpose.  There  exists  in  Scotland  a  Co-operative  Veterans'  Association, 
whose  funds  are  maintained  by  subscriptions  from  societies  and  individuals. 
From  the  funds,  grants  are  made  to  aged  co-operators  in  need  of  financial 
assistance.  The  pensions  scheme  would  place  such  work  a^  this  on  a  wider 
basis. 

The  committee  are  further  of  the  opinion  that  something  might  be  done  in 
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the  way  of  granting  pensions  or  superannuation  allowance  to  employees,  and 
this  need  might  b©  met  by  the  formulation  of  a  suitable  scheme  which 
would  be  based  upon  wages.  This  matter  will  be  dealt  with  more  fully  in 
that  part  of  our  report  which  refers  to  labour. 

Other  forms  of  collective  use  of  profits  might  take  the  form  of  assistance 
to  members  in  case  of  sickness,  accident,  or  distress,  and  be  supplementary 
to  any  provision  made  by  the  State.  Apart  from  their  value  to  individual 
co-operators  in  a  time  of  need,  such  schemes  would,  we  believe,  secure 
members  and  increase  loyalty. 

Many  societies  now  support  the  various  co-operative  convalescent  homes 
and  funds  that  have  been  established  in  various  parte  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  assist  their  members  who  desire  to  take  advantage  of  these  facilities 
during  a  time  of  sickness.  The  use  of  profits  for  such  purposes  is  one  we 
heartily  commend ;  and  upon  the  convalescent  homes  and  holiday  homes  we 
shall  submit  suggestions  in  our  report  next  year. 

There  are  also  great  possibilities  of  catering  for  the  needs  of  members  by 
the  collective  use  of  profits,  in  providing  facilities  for  recreations  of  various 
kinds. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  SUGGESTIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS 
(Principally  referring  to  the  Trade  of  the  Movement). 

MAIL  ORDER  BUSINESS. 

One  of  the  ways  in  which  the  trade  of  the  movement  could  be  increased 
is  by  the  undertaking  of  what  is  generally  known  as  the  "mail-order" 
business.  This  form  of  enterprise  has  grown  considerably  during  recent 
years.  It  is  very  popular  in  the  United  States,  where  one  firm  alone  has 
3,000,000  customers  upon  its  books.  Information  regarding  trade  of  this 
kind  in  this  country  comes  to  light  from  time  to  time,  and  shows  that  there 
are  considerable  possibilities  even  in  this  country.  A  Manchester  trader  in 
a  comparatively  small  way  of  business  in  this  line  recently  disclosed  the  fact 
that  in  four  years  he  had  secured  sufficient  trade  to  provide  60,000  transactions 
a  year  with  an  annual  turnover  of  £20,000  to  £30,000.  What  could  the 
co-operative  movement  not  do  with  its  membership  of  3^  millions?  This 
business  might  be  controlled  by  a  special  society  formed  for  the  purpose  with 
its  headquarters  in  Manchester,  where  it  would  have  access  to  the  wide 
resources  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  It  would  issue  catalogues 
and  advertisements  and  would  undoubtedly  tap  many  customers  for  trade 
which  is  not  now  passing  through  the  co-operative  movement.  Thus,  in 
districts  where  societies  are  small  and  have  but  a  limited  number  of  depart- 
ments the  members  of  that  society  would  be  able  to  obtain  from  co-operative 
sources  many  of  the  articles  they  need  ;  and  even  in  other  districts  co-operators 
would  be  able  to  obtain  articles  for  which  the  local  demand  was  not  sufficient 
to  justify  the  local  society's  stocking  the  goods.      It  is  believed  that  such  a 
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society  could  sell  at  the  same  price  as,  or  a  little  less  than,  other  firms  and 
secure  a  considerab'e  trade  which  is  now  being  lost  to  the  movement. 

HOSTELS. 

Another  form  of  activity  not  unconnected  with  trade  is  the  establishment 
of  hostels  in  our  large  towns.  The  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  industry 
and  commerce  during  recent  years  have  increased  the  number  of  persons 
engaged  in  business  in  our  large  towns  whose  homes  are  in  some  town  some- 
what distant  and  they  have  to  live  in  lodgings.  The  difficulty  of  securing 
suitable  lodgings  increases  almost  every  year,  and  there  seems  no  reason  why 
the  co-operative  movement  should  not  take  the  initiative  and  establish  hostels 
in  the  large  towns.  Each  hostel  might  be  run  as  a  co-operative  society  of 
which  the  residents  were  members,  and  of  which  also  the  local  co-operative 
society  was  a  member.  Though  the  amount  of  trade  derived  from  such 
hostels  may  seem  small,  the  establishment  of  the  hostel  would  be  a  real 
public  service ;  and  the  hostels  might  form  centres  of  co-operative  education 
and  influence.  If  the  movement  took  the  initiative  in  establishing  such 
hostels  it  would  provide  a  valuable  lesson  in  the  advantages  of  co-operation. 
The  trade  itself  would  not  be  insignificant  when  we  remember  the  equipping 
and  furnishing  of  the  hostels  and  the  maintenance  of  the  equipment  as  well 
as  the  provision  of  the  food  required  from  week  to  week.  It  might  also  be 
possible  in  conjunction  with  such  hostels  to  organise  a  chain  of  restaurants 
in  our  larger  towns. 

BOOKSELLING. 

Another  suggestion  for  increasing  the  trade  of  the  movement  was  made 
in  the  report  upon  literature  to  the  Swansea  Congress  last  year.  It  is  for 
the  establishment  of  a  national  book  selling  society,  with  branches  in  our 
larger  towns.  These  branches  would  undertake  the  ordinary  book  selling 
business  as  now  conducted  by  private  traders,  but  conduct  the  trade  on  co- 
operative lines  and  make  a  special  feature  of  the  sale  of  co-operative  books 
and  magazines.  Where  the  local  society  was  enterprising  enough  to  open  a 
department  for  the  sale  of  literature  there  would  be  no  need  for  the  National 
Book  Selling  Society  to  act.  In  connection  with  these  book-selling  branches, 
or  departments,  the  importance  of  engaging  in  the  regular  trade  of  the  news- 
agent should  not  be  overlooked.  We  see  no  reason  why  societies  should  not 
sell  newspapers  as  readily  as  they  sell  groceries;  and  if  the  movement  ever 
proceeds  to  the  issue  of  a  daily  paper  the  possession  of  o  well-developed 
organisation  for  distribution  of  papers  and  magazines  will  be  invaluable. 

SUMMARY  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE    CO-OPERATION. 

For  the  purpose  of  directing  attention  to,  and  centring  discussion  upon 
vital  parts  of  the  report,  we  present  our  principal  recommendations  in  sum- 
marised form  : — 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

1.  That  steps  be  taken — 

(a)  To  bring  home  to  co-operators  and  non-co-operators  the  possibilities 
of  the  movement  as  a  power  for  improving  the  welfare  of  all  classes 
and  particularly  the  working  classes ; 

(6)  To  enlist  the  interest  of  a  larger  number  of  people  in  the  social 
aspirations  of  the  movement ; 

(c)  To   widen   co-operative   activities    for   the    purpose   of    touching   co 

operative  members  at  more  points  of  their  lives ;    and 

(d)  To  make  nominal  members  into  conscious  and  active  co-operators. 

2.  The  appointment  by  societies  of  whole-time  or  part-time  canvassers. 

3.  The  arrangement  by  the  Central  Board  of  training  classes  for  can 
vassers. 

4.  The  appointment  by  the  Central  Board  of  organisers. 

5.  The  institution  of  a  National  Co-operative  Advertising  Scheme  and 
Propaganda  Campaign. 

6.  The  organisation  of  a  special  Propaganda  Department  at  the  Union's 
headquarters. 

INCREASING    LOYALTY    OF    PRESENT    MEMBERS. 

7.  The  closer  connection  between  trading  committees  and  educational 
committees  of  societies  as  an  aid  to  securing  greater  loyalty  of  members 
through  educational  and  propaganda  activities. 

8.  The  more  extensive  use  of  facilities  at  shopping  centres  for  the  distri- 
bution and  sale  of  co-operative  literature  as  a  means  of  strengthening 
co-operative  opinion  and  loyalty. 

9.  The  systematic  visitation  of  members,  particularly  those  whose  pur 
chases  are  falling. 

10.  The  development  of  educational  work  amongst  juniors  and  adults. 

11.  The  development  of  men's  guilds  and  women's  guilds. 

12.  The  formation  of  social  and  recreational  clubs  as  a  means  of  linking 
co-operative  members  more  closely  to  their  societies. 

OVERLAPPING. 

13.  That  steps  be  taken  by  all  societies  to  arrange  boundaries  between 
themselves  and  neighbouring  societies  in  order  to  prevent  overlapping  and  to 
adopt  a  scheme  for  amalgamation  where  suitable  boundaries  cannot  be  fixed, 
or  where  amalgamation  will  lead  to  greater  efficiency. 

LARGE    AND    SMALL    SOCIETIES. 

14.  The  amalgamation  of  societies  that  are  too  small  to  secure  efficient 
administration. 

15.  The  investigation  by  groups  of  societies  of  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  their  district,  with  a  view  to  discovering  what  is  the  most  economical  size 
of  society 
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16.  The  investigation  by  groups  of  large  societies  in  conjunction  with  the 
Trade  Information  Bureau  of  the  Co-operative  Union  of  the  methods  most 
suitable  for  organising  large  societies,  and  the  discussion  of  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  business  administration  during  recent  years  in  order  to  secure 
such  improvements  as  will  enable  the  advantage  of  large-scale  operations  to 
be  secured  without  the  disadvantages. 

17.  The  convening  by  the  Co-operative  Union  of  conferences  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  matters  included  in  Recommendation  No.  16. 

18.  The  development  of  research  work  in  connection  with  business 
problems. 

19.  The  appointment  by  large  societies  of  a  general  manager  without 
departmental  responsibilities,  and  the  freeing  of  managers  from  detail  work. 

20.  The  determination  of  the  respective  spheres  of  work  of  managers 
and  committees. 

21.  The  raising  of  the  standard  of  salaries  of  managers. 

22.  Consultation    between    the    Co-operative    Union,    the    National    Co 
operative  Managers'  Association,  and  the  Co-operative  Secretaries'  Associa- 
tion with  a  view  to  the  preparation  of  a  scale  of  approved  minimum  salaries 
of  officials,  this  scale  to  be  submitted  to  Congress  for  its  approval,  as  the 
standard  which  all  societies  should  observe. 

23.  The  provision  of  greater  opportunities  for  managers  to  visit  centres 
at  home  and  abroad  in  order  to  get  new  ideas  and  a  wider  outlook. 

24.  The  development  of  facilities  for  the  training  of  managers,  secretaries, 
and  management  secretarial  staffs. 

25.  The  organisation  of  conferences  of  small  groups  of  ^ocieties  working 
under  somewhat  similar  conditions  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  working 
expenses  and  the  discussion  of  possible  improvements  in  business  efficiency. 

26.  The  convening  annually,  by  the  Co-operative  Union,  of  a  conference, 
or  congress,  for  the  discussion  of  trade  and  business  matters  of  a  technical 
nature. 

27.  The  consideration  of  the  possibilities  of  adopting  the  best  features 
of  scientific  management. 

CAPITAL. 

28.  The  increasing  of  the  amount  of  capital  in  the  movement  and  its 
more  co-operative  employment. 

29.  The  removal  by  societies  of  all  restrictions  imposed  by  rules  now 
preventing  them  from  taking  the  full  £200  of  share  capital  allowed  by  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts. 

30.  The  initiation  of  efforts  for  the  removal  of  the  £200  limit  of  share 
capital  now  imposed  on  societies  by  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 
Acts. 

31.  The  revision  by  societies  of  all  rules  which  fix  differential  rates  of 
interest;  and  the  payment  of  one  rate  of  interest  for  all  share  capital 
irrespective  of  a  member's  holding  or  the  amount  of  his  purchases. 
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32.  The  securing  of  more  loan  capital  by  societies  from  their  members 
and  the  alteration  of  rules,  where  necessary,  to  permit  the  taking  of  increased 
amounts  of  loan  capital. 

33.  The  organisation  by  societies  of  savings  clubs. 

34.  The  appointment  by  societies  of  collectors  to  collect  from  members 
contributions  to  share  and  loan  accounts. 

35.  The  development  of  the  insurance  business  in  the  co-operative  move- 
ment as  a  means  of  securing  capital. 

36.  The  development  of  banks  for  small  savings. 

37.  The  taking  of  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  £20 
limit  now  imposed  by  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts  upon 
depositors  in  small-savings  banks. 

38.  The  increasing  by  societies  of  their  reserve  funds  to  a  minimum  of  at 
least  20  per  cent  of  their  share  and  loan  capital. 

39.  The  insistence  by  societies  upon  their  members  holding  the  minimum 
amount  of  share  capital  prescribed  by  rule ;  and  the  fixing  of  this  minimum 
in  accordance  with  the  needs  of  the  society  and  the  federal  institutions. 

40.  That  societies  should  encourage  their  members  to  leave  their  interest 
and  dividend  with  the  society  and  to  deposit  additional  capital. 

41.  The  abolition  of  credit  trading ;  and  the  reduction  of  the  amount  of 
credit  given  to  a  member  to  three-fourths  of  his  or  her  share  capital  pending 
the  complete  abolition  of  credit  trading. 

42.  The  more  co-operative  use  of  co-operative  capital  by  an  examination 
of  the  suggestions  made  in  this  report  for  the  development  of  new  trading 
departments. 

43.  The  formation  of  a  co-operative  investment  society  for  the  purpose 
of  more  advantageously  investing  surplus  co-operative  capital. 

44.  The  formation  of  a  special  co-operative  banking  society. 

TRADE. 

45.  The  developments  of  the  movement's  trade  by  more  intensive  propa- 
ganda and  educational  work  and  by  securing  new  members. 

46.  The  opening  of  new  departments  and  the  exercise  of  greater  enter- 
prise. 

47.  The  keeping  of  separate  departmental  accounts  and  the  recording  cf 
the  average  purchases  per  member  in  each  department  in  each  quarter  or  half 
year. 

48.  The  convening  by  the  Sectional  Boards  of  conferences  of  societies  in 
small  groups  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  possibilities  of  increasing  the 
number  of  departments  in  retail  societies. 

49.  The  undertaking,  by  societies,  of  more  enterprising  advertising ;  the 
appointment  of  canvassers ;  and  the  establishment  of  a  propaganda  depart- 
ment with  a  special  secretary. 

50.  The  opening,  by  societies,  of  the  additional  departments  mentioned 
in  the  body  of  the  report ;   and  the  undertaking  by  federations  of  societies  of 
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the  various  trading  activities  also  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

61.  The  development  of  co-operative  trade  by  the  placing  of  automatic 
delivery  machines  on  railway  platforms  and  elsewhere,  for  the  sale  of  co- 
opei'ative  productions. 

52.  The  provision  of  suitable  grades  of  shops  suitable  for  various  classes 
of  the  community,  and  the  various  localities  in  which  a  society  carries  on  its 
operations. 

CO  OPERATION   AND   THE   POOR. 

53.  The  establishment  in  Manchester  of  a  special  society  for  the  purpose 
of  reaching  the  poor  and  providing  experience  calculated  to  help  the  move- 
ment to  bring  co-operation  into  closer  relation  with  the  poor  of  our  large 
cities  and  towns. 

EMPORIUMS    AND    DEPARTMENTAL    STORES. 

54.  The  opening  in  the  large  towns  and  cities  in  the  United  Kingdom  of 
emporiums  and  departmental  stores  accessible  to  the  members  of  co-operative 
societies  in  the  district. 

THE    COMPETITION    OF    MULTIPLE    SHOPS. 

55.  The  adoption  of  suitable  methods  to  meet  the  competition  of  multiple 
shops  by  the  greater  standardisation  of  shop  fronts  and  internal  fixtures ;  the 
adoption  of  a  distinct  co-operative  trade-mark  for  goods  of  a  co-operative 
origin ;  and  the  opening  of  special  shops  to  sell  one  or  a  few  commodities, 
with  or  without  dividend,  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  competition  of 
the  multiple  shops. 

PROFITS  AND   DIVIDEND. 

56.  That  goods  be  sold  at  current  local  prices,  or  a  little  less,  except  in 
those  districts  where  the  co-operative  movement  dominates  prices,  and  in  these 
districts  the  prices  be  fixed  as  low  as  possible  and  to  yield  a  dividend  of  not 
more  than  2s.  in  the  pound. 

57.  The  gradual  reduction  of  dividends. 

58.  The  payment  of  differential  departmental  dividends  where  the  opening 
of  a  department  is  being  prevented  by  the  high  rate  of  a  general  dividend. 

THE    COLLECTIVE    USE    OF    PROFITS. 

59.  An  extension  of  the  collective  use  of  profits  in  various  ways. 

60.  The  development  of  the  scheme  for  collective  life  insurance. 

61.  The  formulation  of  a  pension  scheme  for  co-operators  based  upon  their 
annual  purchases. 

62.  The  preparation  of  a  scheme  of  pensions  and  superannuation  allow- 
ances for  employees. 

63.  The  provision  of  assistance  to  members  in  cases  of  sickness,  accident, 
or  distress. 
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MAIL-ORDER    BUSINESS. 

64.  The  development  of  the  mail-order  business  with  the  formation  (if 
necessary)  of  a  special  society  for  this  purpose. 

HOSTELS. 

65.  The  establishment,  in  large  towns,  of  co-operative  hostels. 

BOOKSELLING. 

66.  The  establishment  of  a  national  co-operative  bookselling  society  with 
branches  in  the  large  towns,  undertaking  also  the  distribution  of  newspapers 
and  magazines. 

W.  MiLLEBCHip,  Chairman    ^ 
Mbs.  M.  Huntbb. 

G,  BiSSET. 


W.  Bryant. 
R.  Fleming. 
R.  Halsteau. 
C.  E.  Wood. 
P.  Hall. 


Trade  (Production 
y   and  Distribution) 
Sub-Committee. 


Joint 
Secretaries.  ^ 


APPENDIX    A. 

MEMBERSHIP   OP   RETAIL   DISTRIBUTIVE   SOCIETIES. 


The  membership  of  retail  distributive  societies  shows  a  record  increase  of 
255,416  for  1916.  The  next  greatest  increases  were  210,514  for  the  year  1915,  and 
175,649  in  1914. 

Membership  in  Various  Sections  in  1912,  1914,  1915,  and  1916. 


SECTION. 

1912. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

Increase 

Number 

Number. 

Number. 

Number. 

year  1916. 

Irish 

16,059 
353,424 
322,322 
1,103,794 
419,156 
336,146 
107,663 
92,069 

22,518 
399,243 
351,169 
1,207,961 
454,119 
399,366 
114,408 
105,513 

24,126 
435,144 
374,535 
1,269,257 
478,420 
440,511 
125,347 
117,471 

26,329 
472,185 
403,354 
1,351,308 
614,327 
482,085 
136,498 
l.«{4.141 

2,203 
37,041 
28,819 
82,051 
35,907 

Midland 

Northern 

North-Westem  .... 
Scottish 

Southern 

41,574 

South-Westem  .... 
Western    

11,151 
16,670 

i 

United  Kingdom  .  . 

2,750,633 

3,054,297 

3,264,811 

3,520,227 

255,416 
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Membership  of  Retail  Distributive   Societies  in  the  CIountries  of 
THE  United  Kingdom  in  1901  and  1911  and  Percentage  Relation  of 
Membership  to  Population. 


1901. 

1911. 

COCNTRT. 

Number  of 
Members. 

Per  cent  of 
Population. 

Number  of 
Members. 

Per  cent  of 
Population. 

England   

1,454,829 

646 

24,462 

301.626 

3,509 

4-72 
118 
1-43 
6-74 
0-08 

2,166,620 

909 

53,982 

406,411 

14,413 

6-36 

Isle  of  Man    

1-75 

Wales 

2-67 

Scotland 

8-54 

0-33 

United  Kingdom 

(excluding   Channel   Islands). 

1,786,072 

4-30 

2,642,335 

5-84 

Membership  of  Retail  Distributive  Societies  in  London  Area  in  1901 
and  1911,  shown  also  in  Relation  to  Total  Population. 


1901. 

1911. 

County. 

Xumber  of 
Members. 

Per  cent 
of  Popu- 
lation. . 

Number  of 
Members. 

Per  cent 
of  Popu- 
lation. 

No.  of 
Families 
to  each  Co- 
operator. 

Essex 

27,198 

28,781 

23,874 

5,452 

4,914 

2-61 
2-99 
0-52 
0-69 
0-75 

62,011 
44,435 
39,060 
23,957 
13,038 

3-85 
4-25 
0-86 
2-13 
1-54 

5-7 

Kent 

5-2 

London    

26-5 

Middlesex    

Surrey    

10-4 
141 

All  London  area  . .  . 

90,219 

M2 

172,501 

1-94 

11-57 
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Membership  of  Retail  Distributive  Societies  in  various  Counties 

OF  England  in  1901  and  1911,  showing  Percentage  Relation 

OF  Membership  to  Population. 


County. 


1901. 


Number  of 
Members. 


Per  cent 
of  Popu- 
lation. 


1911. 


Number  of 
Members. 


Per  cent 
of  Popu- 
lation. 


No.  of 
Families 
to  each  Co- 
operator. 


Bedfordshire    .... 

Berkshire 

Buckinghamshire 
Cambridgeshire  . . 

Cheshire 

Cornwall    

Cumberland     .... 

Derbyshire     

Devonshire    

Dorset    

Durham   

Essex  (see  over). . 
Gloucestershire   .  . 

Hampshire     

Herefordshire    .  . . 

Hertfordshire    

Himtingdon     

Kent  (see  over).  . .  . 

Lancashire  ........ 

Leicester    

Lincolnshire     

London  (see  over).  . 

Middlesex  (see  over) 

Monmouthshire  . . 

Norfolk     

Northamptonshire 

Northumberland 

Nottinghamshire 

Oxfordshire 

Rutland 

Shropshire 

Somerset    

Staffordshire 

Sufiolk     

Surrey  (see  over). 

Sussex    

Warwickshire    .  .  . 

Westmorland    . .  . 

Wiltshire 

Worcestershire    .  . 

Yorkshire     


England  as  a  whole 


2,677 

7,310 

6,176 

4,780 

47,282 

2,146 

26,466 

52,715 

37,586 

701 

145,937 

27,198 

19,701 

11,326 

432 

3,522 

1,134 

28,781 

383,983 

23,848 

22,564 

23,874 

5,452 

9,466 

9,944 

28,341 

66,475 

24,771 

7,343 

117 

3,294 

12,615 

17,510 

10,693 

4,914 

4,188 

22,491 

2,994 

7,696 

12,391 

333,996 


1,454,829 


1-56 
2-89 
3-13 
2-59 
5-66 
0-66 
9-91 
8-79 
5-68 
0-35 
12-29 
2-51 
2-78 
1-42 
0-38 
1-36 
2-10 
2-99 
8-77 
5-45 
4-51 
0-52 
0-69 
3-18 
2-09 
8-44 
9-36 
4-81 
3-94 
0-59 
1-37 
2-90 
1-42 
2-86 
0-75 
0-70 
2-39 
4-65 
2-84 
2-74 
9-27 


4-72 


6,800 
12,153 

8,095 

9,085 
72,914 

6,280 
32,866 
82,493 
58,214 

4,101 

181,837 

52,011 

36.882 

23,338 

850 

7,183 

1,624 
44,435 
511,901 
40,230 
32,967 
39,060 
23,957 
21,052 
15,968 
43,169 
74,039 
46,659 
15,255 
118 

7,842 
22,969 
48,153 
20,050 
13,038 

8,956 
61,913 

3,950 

16,411 

20,678 

446,494 


2,166,620 


3-49 
4-48 
3-69 
4-59 
7-64 
1-91 
12-37 
1207 
8-32 
1-84 
13-27 
3-85 
5-01 
2-46 
0-74 
2-51 
2-92 
4-25 
10-74 
8-44 
5-85 
0-86 
2-13 
5-32 
3-20 
12-39 
10-64 
7-72 
7-66 
0-58 
3-18 
5-01 
3-57 
5-09 
1-64 
1-36 
4-99 
6-21 
5-72 
3-93 
11-22 


6-36 


6-7 
5-1 
6-4 
3-4 
2-9 

12-6 
1-6 
1-8 
3-0 

12-3 
1-6 
5-7 
4-6 
8-8 

31-3 
9-7 
8-3 
5-2 
2-0 
2-7 
4-0 

26-6 

10-4 
3-8 
7-5 
1-9 
2-0 
2-9 
31 

40-0 
7-0 
4-7 
5-8 
4-5 

14-1 
16-9 
4-4 
3-7 
4-1 
6-7 
2-2 


2-64 
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Membership  of  Retail  Distributive  Societies  in  Scotland  dt  1901  and 
1911  AND  Percentage  Relation  of  Membership  to  Population. 


County. 


1901. 


Number  of 
Members. 


Per  cent  of 
Population. 


1911. 


Number  of 
Members. 


Per  cent  of 
Population. 


Aberdeen    

Argyll   

Ayr 

Banff 

Berwick    

Bute    

Caithness    

Clackmannan 

Dumbarton    

Dumfries    

Edinburgh 

Elgin 

Fife   

Forfar 

Haddington    

Inverness 

Kincardine 

Kinross 

Kirkcudbright   .... 

Lanark 

Linlithgow   

Nairn     

Orkney   

Peebles   

Perth 

Renfrew 

Ross  and  Cromarty 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk    

Shetland 

Stirling   

Sutherland 

Wigtown 

Scotland  as  a  whole 


19,164 

383 

19,915 

428 

227 

100 

1,566 

6,871 

11,629 

1,909 

45,927 

42 

21,743 

27.666 

3,029 

374 
192 

60 

78,884 

5,809 


1,293 

8,009 

21,285 

^794 
3,773 

16,554 


6-29 

•52 

7-83 

•70 

•74 

•53 

4^62 

2145 

10-21 

2-63 

9-40 

•09 

9-94 

9-74 

7^83 

•91 
2^75 

•15 
5^89 
8-84 


8-58 
6-50 
7-91 

9-82 
1615 

1 1-37 


19,961 

422 

26,111 

522 

260 

100 

1,468 

8,236 

18,051 

3,187 

65,451 

108 

31,492 

32,225 

4,836 

271 

324 

289 

187 

110,082 

8,192 


1,643 
10,901 
30,940 

4,978 

3,404 

190 

22.457 


123 


6-39 

•60 

9-73 

•85 

•88 

•55 

4-59 

26-46 

1291 

438 

12-89 

•25 

11^76 

11  45 

1118 

•31 

•79 

384 

•49 

7^61 

10-22 


10-77 

8^77 
9^84 

10-55 

13-84 

-68 

13-06 


•38 


301,626 


6-74 


406.411 


8-54 
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Membership  op  Retail  Distributive  Societies  in  Wales  in   1901   and 
1911  AND  Percentage  Relation  of  Membership  to  Population. 


1901. 

1911. 

County. 

Number  of 
Members, 

Per  cent  of 
Population. 

Number  of 
Members. 

Per  cent  of 
Population. 

Anclesev 

174 

"iio 

721 

1,298 

920 

18,937 

47 

756 

899 

•34 

•52 

•57 

•99 

1-13 

2-20 

•10 

1-38 

1-02 

833 
422 

1*868 
1,202 
3,254 
2,287 
41,252 
45 
1,578 
1,301 

1-64 

Brecknock    

•71 

Cardigan 

Carmarthen 

M3 

Carnarvon    

•96 

Denbigh 

2-25 

Flint 

2-47 

Glamorgan 

3-68 

Merioneth 

•10 

Montgomery    

2-97 

Pembroke 

1'45 

R%.(inor 

Wales  as  a  whole 

24462 

1-43 

63,982 

2-67 

APPENDIX    B, 


CAPITAL    OF    RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE    SOCIETIES. 


Share  Capital. 
Total  and  average  per  member  in  the  different  sections  at  the  end  of  1914, 
1915,  and  1916. 


1914. 

1916. 

1916. 

SECTION. 

Total. 

Per 
Member 

Total. 

Per 
Member 

Total.       iMember 

Irish 

£ 
159,190 
4,488,439 
5,383,495 
17,771,777 
6,166,677 
3,433,567 
1,031,555 
1,138,349 

£ 

7-07 

11-24 

15-33 

14-71 

13-58 

8-60 

9-02 

10-79 

£ 
188,437 
5,155,007 
5,798,633 
18,847,961 
6,608,367 
4,041,952 
1,206,307 
1,295,306 

£ 

7-81 
11-85 
15-48 
14-85 
13-81 
9-18 
9-62 
11-03 

£               £ 
216,406  '     8-22 
5,864,702     12-42 
6,357,489     15-76 
20,259,789     14-99 
7,134,290  i  13-87 
4,553,273       9-44 
1,276,955       9-36 
1,490,299     11-11 

Midland 

Northern 

North-Westem   .  .  . 
Scottish 

Southern    

Sonth-Western.  .  .  . 
Western 

United  Kingdom    . 

39,573,049 

12-96 

43,141,970 

13-21 

47,153,203     13-39 
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Teaksferable  and  Withdrawable  Share  Capital. 
Amounts  of  each  class  of  share  capital  in  each  section  at  the  end  of  1916. 


SECTION. 

Transferable 
Shares. 

Withdrawable              m-,.i 
Shares.                   ^°^'- 

Irish 

£ 

15,184 

231,714 

2,770 

983,588 

227,282 

436,465 

27,597 

61,540 

£                       £ 
201,222             216,406 

Midland 

5,632,988         6,864,702 

Northern 

6,354,719     i     6,357,489 

North-Westem 

19,276,201        20,259,789 

Scottish 

6,907,008     1     7,134,290 

Southern    

4,116.808         4,553,273 

South-Westem 

1,249,358     !     1,276,955 

Western 

1,428,759          1,490,299 

Total  for  all  Retail  Societie-s    . . 

1,986,140 

45,167,063     ;  47,153,203 

i 

Loan  Capital, 
Total  and  average  per  member  in  the  diSerent  sections  at  end  of  1915  and  1916. 


SECTION. 

1915. 

1916. 

Total. 

Per  Member 

Total. 

Per  Member 

Irish 

£ 

29,593 

712,805 

581,575 

1,731,815 

1,696,420 

595,618 

129,027 

229,773 

£ 
1-23 
1-64 
1-55 
1-36 
3-55 
1-35 
103 
1-96 

£ 

39,686 

767,015 

665,932 

1,793,762 

1,836,277 

627,357 

179,563 

260,042 

f 
1-51 

Midland 

1-62 

Northern 

1-65 

North-Westem 

1-33 

Scottish 

3-57 

Southern    

1-30 

South-Westem 

1-32 

Western 

1-94 

United  Kin^'dom    

6,706,626 

1-75 

6,169,624 

1-75 

Nature  of  Items  making  the  Amounts  of  Loan  Capital 

AT   THE   end   of   1916. 


SECTION. 

Small 
Savings. 

Bank 
Over- 
draft. 

Sales 
Club 
De- 
posits. 

C.W.S. 

H.P. 
Scheme 

Mort- 
gages. 

Em- 
ployees 
G.  De- 
posits. 

Ch'cks 
&c. 

Sundries 
includ'g 
Loans. 

Total. 

Irish 

Midland 

Northern 

North-Westem  .. 

Scottish 

Southern 

South-Westem  . . 
Western 

£ 

2,776 
423,020 
170,6:n 
1,086,118 
414,043 
310,330 
87,110 
111,168 

£ 
13,862 
77,506 
211,424 
84,277 
1,092 
87,854 
45,875 
52,796 

£ 

2,112 
8,934 
17,256 
52,501 
19,172 
16,457 
5,134 
2,048 

£ 

44',812 
14,699 
54,646 

74,740 
18,113 
62,723 

£ 

l',689 
725 
6,418 
56,495 
1,867 
650 
1,245 

£ 

5,956 

5,083 

1,821 

41,695 

42,455 

4,887 

781 

201 

£ 

978 

4,090 

32 

4,982 

12,187 

1,958 

495 

699 

£ 

14,002 
201,281 
249,344 
463,125 
1,290,833 
129,264 
21,489 
29,162 

£ 

89,686 
707,015 
665,932 
1,793,702 
1,836,277 
627,357 
179,5.53 
260,042 

United  Kingdom. 

2,605,802 

574,686 

123,614 

269,733 

68,989 

102,879 

25,421 

2,398,500  6,169,624 
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Reserve  Funds  of  Retail  Distributive  Societies 

in  various  sections  at  end  of  1915  and  1916,  with  ratio  of  reserve  funds  to 
membership  and  capital. 


191£ 

19ie 

. 

SECTION. 

Total. 

a  K  — 

«  eS  S 

Per  cent 
of  Share 
and  Loan 
Capital. 

Total. 

.1" 

Ill 

Per  cent 
of  Share 
and  Loan 

Capital. 

Irish 

IMidland  .... 
Northern  . .  . 
N. -Western  . 
Scottish  .... 
Southern  . .  . 
S. -Western    . . 
Western    .  .  . 

£ 
18,386 
308,317 
293,642 
1,091,487 
857,463 
281,501 
166,751 
137,504 

£ 

.76 

•71 

•78 

•86 

1-79 

•64 

1-33 

M7 

0/ 

/o 

9^76 

5-98 

506 

5-79 

12-98 

6-96 

13-82 

10-62 

0/ 

/o 

843 
5  25 
4-60 
5-30 

10-32 
6-07 

12-49 
9  02 

£ 
19,601 
351,105 
308.949 
1,156,745 
903,805 
329,166 
171,928 
147,895 

£ 

•74 

•74 

•77 

•86 

1^76 

•68 

1^26 

110 

0/ 

/o 

9^06 
5-99 
4-86 
571 

12-67 
7-23 

13-46 
9-92 

0/ 

/o 

7^65 
5-29 
4-40 
5-25 

1008 
6-35 

11-81 
8-45 

United  K'doir 

k 3,155,051 

•97 

731 

6-46 

3,389,194 

•96 

7- 19 

6-36 

RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE    SOCIETIES. 

Total  Share  and  Loan  Capital  and  Reserves  in  the  different 
Sections  at  the  end  of  1916, 

With  Average  per  Member  for  1912,  1914, 1915,  and  1916. 


SECTION. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loan 
Capital. 

Eeserves. 

Total 

Share, 

Loan,  and 

Beserves. 

Average  of  Share,  Loan,  and 
Eeserves  per  Member. 

1916. 

1915. 

1914. 

1912. 

Irish 

£ 
216,406 
5,864,702 
6,357,489 
20,259,789 
7,134,290 
4,553,273 
1,276,955 
1,490,299 

£ 

39,686 
767,015 
665,932 
1,793,762 
1,836,277 
627,357 
179,078 
260,042 

£ 

19,601 
351,105 
308,949 
1,156,745 
903,805 
329,166 
171,928 
147,895 

£ 
275,693 
6,982,822 
7,332,370 
23,210,296 
9,874,372 
5,509,796 
1,627,961 
1,898,236 

£ 
10-47 
14-79 
18-18 
17-18 
19-20 
11-43 
11-93 
14-15 

£ 

9-80 
14-19 
17-82 
17-07 
19-15 
11-17 
11-98 
14-16 

£ 

900 
13-62 
17-50 
17-00 
18-81 
10-55 
11-35 
13-95 

£ 
8-28 

.Midland 

I^orttiern 

North-Westem  . . 
Scottish 

13-11 
16-97 
16-82 
17-89 

Southern   

South-Western. .  . 
Western 

10-41 
11-00 
13-49 

Inited  Kingdom  . 

47,153,203 

6,169,149 

3,389,194 

56,711,546 

16-11 

15-93 

15-67 

15-36 
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APPENDIX    C. 


TRADE    OF    RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE    SOCIETIES. 


Retail  Distributive  Societies'  Sales  in  1914,  1915,  and  1916. 


1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

SECTION. 

Total. 

Per 

Mem- 
ber. 

Total. 

Per 

Mem- 
ber. 

Total. 

Per 
Mem- 
ber. 

Irish 

£ 

617,677 

9,588,670 

12,272,928 

£ 

27-43 
24-02 
34-95 

£ 

711,306 

11,900,454 

13,969,702 

38,416,205 

19,955,472 

10,287,269 

2,816,726 

4,500,645 

£ 

29-48 
27-35 
37-30 
30-27 
41-71 
23-35 
22-47 
38-31 

£ 

877,816 
13,975,722 
17,017,284 
44,799,153 
24,065,214 
12,425,005 
2,883,333 
5,645,023 

33-34 

Midland    

29  60 

Northern 

42-19 

North- "Western    .... 
Scottish    

33,042,785  |  27-35 

18,018,860  1  39-68 

8,473,037     21-22 

2,152,257  1  18-81 

3,789,015     36-00 

33-15 
46-79 

Southern  

25-77 

South-"Western   

Western    

21-12 
42-08 

87,964,229 

United  Kingdom    .... 

28-80 

102  557,779 

31-41 

121,688,550 

34-57 

RETAIL   DISTRIBUTIVE   CO-OPERATION. 

Trade   per   Member  in  the   Countries   of  the    United   Kingdom 
in  1901  and  1911. 


1901. 

1911. 

Part  ol  U.K. 

Number 

ol 
Members. 

Total  Retail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 

Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 

Number 

of 
Members. 

Total  Retail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 

Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 

England  as  a 

whole    

Isle  of  Man     .... 
Wales    

1,454,829 

646 

24,462 

301,626 

3,509 

£ 

40,164,234 

18,103 

985,944 

11,238,400 

90,452 

£    s. 

27  12 

28  1 
40    6 
37    5 
25  16 

2,166,620 

909 

53,982 

406,411 

14,413 

£ 

57,079,490 

24.953 

2,090,737 

15,242,951 

404,584 

£    s. 

26  7 

27  9 
38  15 

Scotland 

Ireland 

37  10 
28    1 

United  Kingdom, 
(excluding 
Channel  Isles). . . 

1,785,072 

52,497,133 

29    8 

2.642,335 

74,842,715 

28    6 
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RETAIL  DISTRIBXJTIVE   CO-OPERATION. 

Trade  per  Member  in  the  Counties  of  England  in 

1901  AND  1911, 

County, 

1901. 

1911. 

Average 

Average 

Number 

Total  Retail 

Sales 

Number 

Total  Betail 

Sales 

of 

Co-operative 

per 

of 

Co-operative 

per 

Membere. 

Trade. 

Member 

Members. 

Trade. 

Member 

£ 

£    s. 

£ 

£     8. 

Bedfordshire    . .  . 

2,677 

40,966 

15    6 

6,800 

111,886 

16    9 

Berkshire 

7,310 

115,277 

15  15 

12,153 

193,182 

15  18 

Buckinghamshire 

6,176 

87,616 

14    4 

8,095 

158,386 

19  11 

Cambridgeshire   . 

4,780 

91,509 

19    3 

9,085 

163,399 

18    0 

Cheshire 

47,282 

1,314,189 

27  16 

72,914 

2,066,447 

28    7 

Cornwall 

2,146 

27,052 

12  12 

6,280 

95,637 

15    5 

Cumberland  .... 

26,466 

720,220 

27    4 

32,866 

858,229 

26    2 

Derbyshire 

52,715 

1,456,502 

27  13 

82,493 

2,171,388 

26    6 

Devonshire 

37,585 

655,567 

17    9 

58,214 

1,047,209 

18    0 

Dorset 

701 

14,202 
5,669,981 

20    5 

4,101 
181,837 

76,612 

18  14 

Durham    

145,937 

38  17 

6,631.838 

36    9 

Essex  (see  below) 

27,198 

650,359 

23  18 

52,01 1 

1,307,047 

25    3 

Gloucestershire    . 

19,701 

407,961 

20  14 

36,882 

808,090 

21  18 

Hampshire 

11,326 

108,130 

14  17 

23,338 

438,042 

18  15 

Herefordshire     .  . 

432 

7,690 

17  16 

850 

14,122 

16  12 

Hertfordshire  . .  . 

3,522 

69,765 

19  16 

7,813 

163,917 

21    0 

Huntingdon   .... 

1,134 

16,759 

14  16 

1,624 

27,257 

16  16 

Kent  (see  below) 

28,781 

694,181 

24    2 

44,435 

967,979 

21  16 

Lancashire    

383,983 

10,733,971 

27  19 

511,901 

14,041,986 

27    9 

Leicestershire     . . 

23,848 

552,871 

23    4 

40,230 

982,330 

24    8 

Lincolnshire  .... 

22,564 

483,421 

21     9 

32,967 

742,934 

22  11 

London  (see 

1 

below)  . . . 

23,874 

483,799 

20    5 

39,060 

722,917 

18  10 

Middlesex  (see 

below)  . .  . 

5,542 

94,541 

17    7 

23,957 

402,083 

16  16 

Monmouthshire   . 

9,466 

345,819 

36  11 

21,052 

768,508 

36  10 

Norfolk 

9,944 

225,927 

22  14 

15,968 

370,026 

23    4 

Northampton- 

shire .  . 

28,341 

646,493 

22  16 

43,169 

967,549 

22    8 

Northumberland 

56,475 

2,292,716 

40  12 

74,039 

2,659,985 

35  19 

Nottinghamshire 

24,771 

614,555 

24  16 

46,659 

1,195,557 

25  13 

Oxfordshire    .... 

7,343 

194,501 

26  10 

15,255 

369,786 

24    5 

Rutland    

117 

1,941 

16  12 

118 

2,213 

18  16 

Sliropshire    

3,294 

58,963 

17  18 

7,842 

164,636 

21    0 

Somerset     

12,615 

233,485 

18  10 

22,969 

431,241 

18  15 

Staffordshire    .  .  . 

17,510 

375,830 

21     9 

48,153 

1,009,055 

21    0 

Suffolk    

10,693 

213,533 

1919 

20,050 

456,298 

22  15 

Surrey  (see  below) 

4,914 

100,249 

20    8 

13,038 

166,796 

12  16 

Sussex 

4,188 

76,347 

18    5 

8,956 

243,727 

27    4 

Warwickshire     .  . 

22,491 

489,421 

21  15 

51,913 

1,108,277 

21     7 

Westmorland  . .  . 

2,994 

64.596 

21  12 

3,950 

83,453 

21    3 

Wiltshire     

7,696 

113,026 

14  14 

16,411 

261,888 

16    0 

Worcestershire     . 

12,391 

192,678 

15  11 

20,678 

334,149 

16    3 

Yorkshire 

333,996 

9,367,625 

28    1 

446,494 

12,294,150 

27  11 

England  as  a 

£ 

£  s. 

£ 

£     8. 

whole    

1,454,829 

40,164,234 

27  12 

2,166,620 

57,079,490 

26    7 

276 


Report  of  Central  Board. 


RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE   CO-OPERATION. 
Trade  per  Member  in  the  Counties  of  Scotland  in  1901  and  1911. 


1901. 


Number  of 
Members. 


Aberdeen    .... 

Argyll    

Ayr 

Banff 

Benji^ick    

Bute    

Caithness    .... 
Clackmannan 
Dumbarton    .  , 
Dumfries    . .  . , 
Edinburgh ... 

Elgin 

Fife    •.  .  . 

Forfar 

Haddington  . 
Inverness .... 
Kincardine  . . 

Kinross  

Kirkcudbright 

Lanark 

Linlithgow    .  . 

Nairn    

Orkney   

Peebles 

Perth 

Renfrew 

Ross  &  Cromarty 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk    

Shetland 

Stirling   

Sutherland 

Wigtown 


19,164 

383 

19,915 

428 

227 

100 

1,566 

6,871 

11,629 

1,909 

45,927 

42 

21,743 

27,666 

3,029 

"374 

192 

60 

78,884 

6,809 


1,293 

8,009 

21,285 

'4^794 
3,773 

iHsk 


Total  Ketail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 


Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 


£ 

672,053 

10,355 

695,911 

8,990 

5,909 

2.408 

21,690 

243,854 

508,050 

51,431 

1,889,787 

746 

854,788 

578,825 

126,374 

5,280 

3,308 

1,561 

3,283,481 

271,607 


71,015  54  18 
241,960  30  4 
754,856     35    9 


148,165 
131,868 

754  i  28 


£  s. 
29  17 
27    1 

34  19 
21  0 
26  1 
24  2 
13  17 

35  10 
43  14 
26  19 
41  3 
17  15 
39  6 
20  18 
41  14 

14'  2 
17  5 
26  0 
41  13 
46  16 


30  18 
34  19 

45  11 


191L 


Number  of 
Members. 


19,961 

422 

26,111 

522 

260 

100 

1,468 

8.236 

18,051 

3,187 

65,451 

108 

31,492 

32,225 

4,836 

271 

324 

289 

187 

110,082 

8,192 


1,643 
10,901 
30,940 

X978 

3,404 

190 

22,457 


I  Ave>  age 
Total  Retail      Sales 
Ck)-operative  |     per 
Trade.       j  Member 


123 


£ 

745,726 

11,272 

920,127 

9,676 

5,746 

2,014 

21,445 

333,709 

723.917 

92,044 

2,636,101 

2,060 

1,313,469 

672,326 

202,635 

4,702 

3,497 

7,791 

4,712 

4,322,184 

349,914 


89,251 

324,908 

1,061,813 

167,530 

146,435 

1,840 

1,061,698 

'4!4il 


£  s. 
37  7 
26  14 
35  5 

18  11 
22  2 
20  3 
14  12 
40  10 
40  2 
28  18 

40  6 

19  1 

41  14 

20  17 

41  18 
17  7 
10  16 
26  19 
25  4 
39    6 

42  14 


54    6 
29  16 

34  6 

33  13 

43    0 

9  14 

47    6 

35  17 


Scotland  aa  a 
whole 


301,626    11,238,400 


£ 
37 


406,411 


15242,951 


£  s. 
37  10 
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RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE  CO-OPERATION. 
Trade  per  Member  in  the  London  Area  (Societies  operating  in 

MORE    THAN    OnE    CODNTY)    IN    1901    AND    1911. 


1901. 

1911. 

COUNTT, 

Number 

of 
Members. 

Total  Eetail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 

Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 

Number 

of 
Members. 

Total  Retail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 

Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 

27  198 

£ 

£  s. 

23  18 

24  2 
20    5 
17    7 
20    8 

52,011 
44,435 
39.060 
23,957 
13,038 

£ 
1,307,047 
967,979 
722,917 
402,083 
166,796 

£     8. 

26    3 

Kent   

28,781         694^181 

23,874         483,799 

6,452           94,641 

4.914         100,249 

21  16 

London  

Middlesex 

Surrey 

18  10 
16  16 
12  16 

All  London  area 

90,219 

£ 
2,023.129 

£    s. 
22    9 

172,501 

£ 
3.566,822 

£   s. 
20  14 

RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE   CO-OPERATION. 
Trade  per  Member  in  the  Coimties  of  Wales  in   1901  and  1911. 


1901. 

1911. 

County. 

Number  of 
Members. 

Total  Retail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 

Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 

Number  of 
Members. 

Total  Retail 

Co-operative 

Trade. 

Average 

Sales 

per 

Member 

Anglesey 

Brecknock    

Cardigan 

Carmarthen 

Carnarvon    

Denbigh 

Flint 

174 

'710 

721 

1,298 

920 

18.937 

47 

756 

899 

£ 
2,009 

18,899 
14,830 
23,245 
29,710 
860,018 
2,096 
13,982 
21,165 

£    s. 
11  11 

26  12 
20  11 

17  18 
32    6 
45    8 
44  12 

18  10 
23  11 

833 
422 

l",808 
1,202 
3,254 
2,287 
41,252 
45 
1,578 
1,301 

£ 
13,936 
17,418 

56,713 
33,973 
78,822 
85,985 
1,765,978 
2,850 
28,059 
17,003 

£   s. 
16  15 
41,  6 

31  '  7 
28    6 
24    4 
37  12 

Glamorgan 

Meiioneth 

Montgomery     .  .  . 

Pembroke 

Radnor 

42  11 
63    7 
17  16 
13    1 

Wales  as  a  whole 

24.462 

£ 

985.944 

£    s. 
40    6 

53,982 

£ 
2.090.737 

£   s. 
38  15 
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Retail  Distributive   Co-operative  Trade   in  the   Countries  of  the 
United  Kingdom  shown  in  Relation  to  Population:    Year  1901. 

CtoUNTBY, 

Population. 

Average 
Total  Retail         Co-operative  Sales 
Co-operative  Sales,  i          per  Head 

i      of  Population. 

England    

30,813,043 

64,752 

1,714,800 

4  472,103 

£           1           £    8.   d. 

40,164,234  ;           16     0 

18,103              0     6     7 

985,944              0  11     6 

11  2.^8  4nn  1           2   1ft     s 

Scotland    

4,458,775                '   90^452  \           0     0     5 

United  Kingdom 

41,513,483          £52,497,133            £15     3 

1                              i 

Retail   Distributive   Co-operative   Trade   in  the   Countries   of  the 
United  Kinqdon  shown  in  Relation  to  Population:    Year  1911. 

Country. 

Population. 

Total  Retail 
Co-operative  Sales. 

Average 

Co-operative  Sales 

per  Head 

of  Population. 

England    

34,045,285 

52,016 

2,025,202 

4,760,904 

4,390,199 

£ 

57,079,490 

24,953 

2,090,737 

15,242,951 

404,584 

£     s.    d. 
1    13     6 

0  9     7 

1  0     8 
3     4     0 
0     1   10 

Isle  of  Man   

Wales    

Scotland    

Ireland    

United  Kingdom 

45,273,606 

£74,842,715 

£1   13     1 
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Retail  Distributive  Co-operative  Trade  in  the  Coxtnties  of  England 
IN  Relation  to  Population:   Year  1901. 

(This  table  should  be  compared  with  the  table  of  membership  in  the  various 
coimties  for  the  same  year.) 


County. 


Population. 


Total  Retail 

Co-operative 

Sales. 


Average 
Co-operative 
Sales  per  Head 
of  Population. 


Bedfordshire 

Berkshire    

Buckingham 

Cambridge    

Cheshire     

Cornwall 

Cumberland    

Derbyshire    

Devonshire   

Dorset    

Durham     

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hampshire    

Herefordshire 

Hertfordshire   

Huntingdon    

Kent    

Lancashire    

Leicester 

Lincolnshire 

London 

Middlesex 

Monmouthshire    .  .  . 

Norfolk 

Northampton 

Northumberland    . . 

Nottingham    

Oxfordshire     

Rutland    

Shropshire     

Somerset 

Staffordshire 

Suffolk . 

Surrey    .' . 

Sussex 

Warwickshire 

Westmorland 

Wiltshire 

Worcestershire   .  .  .  . 
Yorkshire    

England  as  a  whole 


171,707 
252,571 
197,046 
184,759 
835,941 
322,334 
266,933 
599,694 
662,196 
202,063 

1,187.474 

1,083,998 
708,439 
799,582 
114.125 
258,423 
54,125 
961,139 

4,378,293 
437,490 
500,022 

4,536,267 
792,476 
298,076 
476,553 
335,628 
603,199 
514,459 
186,460 
19,709 
239,783 
434,950 

1,236,919 
37.3,353 
653,661 
602,255 
940,879 
64,409 
271,394 
452.759 

3,601,580 


30,813,043 


£  - 

40,966 

115,277 

87,616 

91,509 

1,134,189 

27,052 

720,220 

1,456,502 

655.567 

14,202 

5,669.981 

650,359 

407.961 

168,130 

7,690 

69,765 

16,759 

694,181 

10,733,971 

652,871 

483,421 

483,799 

94,541 

345,819 

225.927 

646,493 

2.292,716 

614,555 

194,501 

1,941 

58,963 

233,485 

375,830 

213,533 

100,240 

76,347 

489,421 

64,596 

113,020 

192,678 

9,367,625 


£40,164,234 


£  8.  d. 

0  4  9 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

0  10  0 

1  11  6 

0  1  6 

2  14  0 
2  8  6 

1  0  0 
0  1  5 
4  15  6 
0  11  10 
0  11  6 
0  4 
0  1 
0  5 
0  6 

0  14 

2  9  0 

1  5  3 
0  19 
0  2 

0  2 

1  3 

0  9 

1  18 

3  16  0 
1  4  0 
1  0  10 
0  2  0 
0  3  0 
0  10  9 
0  9  0 
0  11  5 
0  3  0 
0  2  6 

0  10  5 

1  0  0 
0  8  4 
0  8  6 

2  12  0 


£16  0 
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Retail  Distributive  Co-operative  Trade  in  the  Counties  of  England 
IN  Relation  to  Population  :    Year  1911. 

(This  table  should  be  compared  with  the  table  of  membership  for  the  same 
counties  in  the  same  year.) 


County. 


Population', 


Total  Betail 

Co  operative 

Sales. 


Average 
Co-operative 
Sales  per  Head 
of  Population. 


Bedfordshire  . . . . 

Berkshire    

Buckingham  .  .  .  . 

Oambiidge    

Cheshire    

Cornwall 

Cumberland    ,  .  .  . 

Derbyshire    

Devonshire    

Dorset   

Durham     

Essex 

Gloucester 

Hampshire    

Herefordshire  . .  . 
Hertfordshire  . . . 
Huntingdon    . .  . . 

Kent    

Lancashire    

Leicester 

Lincolnshire 

London 

Middlesex 

Monmouth    

Norfolk 

Northampton  . .  . 
Northumberland 
Nottinghamshire , 
Oxfordshire  . .  . . . 

Rutland     , 

Shropshire     .  .  .  .  , 

Somerset , 

Si  afford 

Suffolk 

Sussex 

Sinrey 

Warwickshire 
Westmorland ... 

Wiltshire 

Worcestershire   . 
Yorkshire    


194,588 
271,009 
219,551 
198,074 
954,779 
328,098 
265,746 
683,423 
699,708 
223,266 
369,860 
350,881 
736,097 
950,579 
114,269 
311,284 

55,577 
045,591 
767,832 
476,553 
563,960 
521,685 
126,465 
395,719 
499,116 
348,515 
696,893 
604,093 
199,269 

20,346 
246,307 
458,025 
,348,259 
394,060 
663,378 
845,578 
,040,409 

63,575 
286,822 
520.087 
,979,964 


£ 

111,886 

1.93,182 

158,386 

163,399 

2,066,447 

95,637 

858,229 

2,171,338 

1,047,209 

76,612 

6,631,838 

1,307,047 

808,090 

438,042 

14,122 

163,917 

27,257 

967,979 

14,041,986 

982,330 

742,934 

722,917 

402,083 

768,508 

370,026 

967,549 

2,659,985 

1,195,557 

369,786 

2,213 

164,636 

431,241 

1  009,055 

456,298 

166,796 

243,727 

1,108,277 

83,453 

261,888 

334,149 

12,294,150 


£  s. 
0  11 
0  14 
0  14 
0  16 
2     3 


0 
3 
3 
1 
0 
4 
0  19 


d. 

6 

3 

6 

6 

3 

10 

8 

7 

0 

6  10 

16  10 


5 

4 

3 

10 


0  10 
0  10 


6 
6 
0 

0  18  6 
2  18  10 
1     0 

6  4 
3     3 

7  2 


2 

1 

0 

0 

1  18  10 

0  14  10 

16     0 

16 

19 

17 
2 


4 
8 
2 
2 

0  13  4 
0  18  10 
0  15 
3 
5 
5 
1 
6 


0  18 
0  12 
3     1 


EJngland  as  a  whole  , 


34,045,285 


£57,079,490 


£1   13     6 


Report  of  Cfntral  Board. 


281 


Retail  Distributive  Co-operative  Trade  in  Scotland 
IN  Relation  to  Population  :  Year  1901. 

(This  table  should  be  compared  with  the  table  of  membership  for  the  same 
counties  in  the  same  year.) 


County. 


1901. 


Population. 


Total  Retail 
Co-operative  Sales. 


Average 

Co-operative 

Sales  per  Head 

of  Population. 


Aberdeen 

Argyll    

Ayr    

Banff 

Berwick 

Bute     

Caithness     

Clackmannan 

Dumbarton 

Dumfries 

Edinburgh    

Elgin 

Fife    

Forfar    

Haddington    ...... 

Inverness    

Kincardine 

Kinross 

Kirkcvidbright    .... 

Lanark    

LinUthgow    

Nairn 

Orkney    

Peebles    

Perth 

Renfrew    

Ross  and  Cromarty 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk 

Shetland 

Stirling    

Sutherland    

Wigtown 

Scotlajid  as  a  whole 


304,439 
73,642 

254^468 
61,488 
30,824 
18,787 
33,870 
32,029 

113,865 
72,571 

488,796 
44,800 

218,840 

284,082 

38,665 

90,104 

40,923 

6,981 

39,383 

1,339,327 

65,708 

9,291 

28,699 

15,066 

123,283 

268,980 
76,450 
48,804 
23,356 
28,166 

142,291 
21,440 
32,685 


£ 

572,053 

10,355 

695,911 

8,990 

5,909 

2,408 

21,690 

243,854 

508,050 

51,431 

1,889,787 

746 

854,788 

578,825 

126,374 

5,280 

3,308 

1,561 

3,283,481 

271,607 


71,015 
241,960 
754,856 

148]  165 
131,868 

754,128 


d. 

7 
10 

8 
11 
10 

7 


0  12  10 


7  12 
4  9 
0  14 


4  14 

1  19 

2  16 


0  2  7 

0  9  6 

0  0  10 

2  9  0 

4  2  8 


0  9 
12  11 


6  6  0 


4,472,103 


£11,238,400 


£2  10  3 
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Retail  Distributive  C!o-opebative  Trade  in  Scotland 
IN  Relation  to  Population:  Year  1911. 

(This  table  should  be  compared  with  the  table  of  membership  for  the  same 
counties  in  the  same  year.) 


County, 


1911. 


Population. 


Totel  Betail 
Co-operative  Sales 


Average 
Co-operative 
Sales  per  Head 
of  Population. 


Aberdeen     

Argyll    

Ayr    

Banff 

Berwick 

Bute     

Caithness    

Clackmannan    

Dumbarton 

Dumfries 

Edinburgh    

Elgin 

Fife    

Forfar    

Haddington    

Inverness    

Kincardine 

Kinross 

Kjrkcudbright    .... 

Lanark    

Linlithgow    

Nairn 

Orkney    

Peebles    , 

Perth , 

Renfrew    

Ross  and  Cromarty . 

Roxburgh 

Selkirk 

Shetland 

Stirling    

Sutherland    

Wigtown 


312,177 
70,902 

268,337 
61,402 
29,643 
18,186 
32,010 
31,121 

139,831 
72,825 

507,666 
43,427 

267,739 

281,417 

43,254 

87,272 

41,008 

7,527 

38,367 

1,447,034 

80,155 

9,319 

25,897 

15,258 

124,342 

314,552 
77,364 
47,192 
24,601 
27  911 

160,991 
20,179 
31,998 


£ 

745,725 

11,272 

920,127 

9,675 

5,746 

2,014 

21,445 

333,709 

723,917 

92,044 

2,636,101 

2,060 

1,313,469 

672,326 

202,635 

4,702 

3,497 

7.791 

4,712 

4,322,184 

349,914 


89,251 

324,908 

1,061,813 

167,530 

146,435 

1,840 

1,061,698 


4,411 


£    8.  d. 

2  7  9 
0     3  2 

3  8  7 
0  3  2 
0  3  11 
0     2  3 

0  13  5 
10  14  5 

5     3  6 

1  5  3 
5  3  10 
0     0  11 

4  18  1 

2  7  9 
4  13  9 
0     i  1 

0  1  8 

1  0  9 
0     2  6 

2  19  9 
4     7  4 


5  17 

2  12 

3  7 


3  11     0 

5  19     0 
0     1     4 

6  11   11 

0'2"   9 


Scotland  as  a  whole 


4,760,904 


£16,242,951 


£3     4    0 
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Retail  Distributive  Co-operative  Trade  in  Wales 
IN  Relation  to  Population:  Year  1901. 

(This  table  should  be  compared  with  the  table  of  membership  for  the  same 
counties  in  the  same  year.) 


County 


1901. 


Population. 


Average 
Total  Retail       ]    Co-operative 
Co-operative  Sales.!  Sales  per  Head 
!  of  Population. 


Anglesey   

Brecknock    

Cardigan   

Carmarthen    .... 

Carnarvon 

Denbigh    

Flint    

Glamorgan    

Merioneth 

Montgomery  .... 

Pembroke 

Radnor    

Wales  as  a  whole 


50,606 

54,213 

61,078 

135,328 

125,649 

131,582 

81,485 

859,931 

48,852 

54,901 

87,894 

23,281 


£ 
2,009 


18,899 
14,830 
23,245 
29,710 
860,018 
2,096 
13,982 
21,155 


£    8.    d. 
0     0  10 


1,714,800 


£985,944 


0  2  10 

0  2  5 

0  3  7 

0  7  4 

1  0  0 
0  0  10 
0  5  1 
0  4  10 


£0  11     6 


Retail   Distributive  Co-operative  Trade  in  Wales 
IN  Relation  to  Population:   Year  1911. 

(This  table  should  be  compared  with  the  table  of  membership  for  the  same 
counties  in  the  same  year.) 


County, 


Anglesey   

Brecknock    

Cardigan    

Carmarthen    .... 

Carnarvon  

Denbigh    

Flint    

Glamorgan    

Merioneth 

Montgomery  .... 

Pembroke 

Radnor    

Wales  as  a  whole 


1911. 


Population. 


50,&28 

59,287 

59,879 

160,406 

125,043 

144,783 

92,705 

1,120,910 

45,565 

53,146 

89,960 

22,590 


Total  Retail 
Co-operative  Sales 


£ 
13,936 
17,418 

56,713 
33,973 

78,822 
85,985 
1,755,978 
2,850 
28,059 
17,003 


Average 

Co-operative 

Sales  per  Head 

of  Population. 


£  8.  d. 
0  5  6 
0     5  11 


0  7  1 
0  5  5 
0   10   11 

0  18     7 

1  11  4 
0     1     3 


0  10 
0     3 


2,025,202 


£2,090,737 


£10     8 
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APPENDIX   D. 

DEPARTMENTS   AND   DISTRIBUTIVE   BUSINESSES   OF 
DISTRIBUTIVE    SOCIETIES    IN   UNITED    KINGDOM  IN    1916. 


(Total  Number  of  Societies,  1,386;  Number  of  Societies  sending  returns,  1,267; 
Number  of  Societies  not  sending  returns,  119.) 

PABTICUIiABS  RELATING  TO  THE  1,267  SOCIETIES  THAT  HAVE  FORWARDED 

RETURNS. 

Number  of  Members,  approximately  3,060,000.    Total  No.  of  Branches,  5,660. 


Nature  of  Departments  and  Number  of  Societies  conductino  them. 


Nature  of  Depabtmbnt 


Grocery    

Drapery 

Boots  and  Shoes  . 

Hardware    

Furnishing 

Earthenware  .... 

Coal    

Flour    

Ironmongery  .... 

Butchering    

Tailoring    

Millinery    

Jewellery 

Milk    

Baking 

Restaurants    .... 

Clogging  

Chemists    

Greengrocery    . .  . 
Fish,  Game,  &c.   . 

Outfitting    

Beer,  Wine,  &  Spirits 

Fruit    

Tobacco 

Grain  and  Corn,  &c 

Oils 

Hairdressing 

Undertaking 


United 
Kingdom. 


1,264 

1,180 

1,166 

1,082 

899 

810 

749 

718 

712 

614 

556 

380 

186 

123 

100 

83 

64 

49 

38 

36 

30 

22 

16 

13 

8 

8 

6 

6 


0/ 

/o 

99-8 

931 

92  0 

85-4 

70-2 

63-9 

591 

56-7 

56-2 

48-5 

43-9 

30  0 

14-7 

9-7 

7-9 

6-6 

51 

3-9 

30 

2-8 

2-4 

1-7 

1-3 

10 

•6 

•6 

•5 

•5 


England 
and  Wales. 


c3  o  O 
O        ° 


998 

948 

933 

867 

723 

660 

610 

665 

559 

466 

481 

320 

135 

80 

96 

77 

61 

33 

36 

16 

28 

17 

4 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 


—  60    . 

o  ^B 
o  <^o 


/o 

99-70 

94-71 

92-21 

80-61 

72-23 

65-93 

60-94 

66-43 

55-84 

46-55 

48-05 

31-97 

13-49 

7-99 

9-59 

7-69 

6-09 

3-30 

3-60 

1-60 

2-80 

1-70 

•40 

•90 

•SO 

•70 

•50 

•60 


Scotland. 


228 

212 

212 

196 

163 

143 

128 

41 

149 

146 

74 

58 

50 

42 

3 

6 

3 

15 

1 

20 

2 

4 

11 

2 


eg  Q  CO 
o  P"" 


Ireland. 


*  o  ? 
O      -9 


% 

100-00 

92-98 

92-98 

85-97 

71-49 

62^72 

56-14 

17  98 

6535 

64  04 

32-46 

25-44 

21-93 

18-42 

1-32 

2-19 

132 

6^58 

•44 

8-77 

-88 

1-75 

4-82 

•88 


•44 


38 

20 

21 

19 

4 

7 

11 

12 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 


~  no    . 


/o 

100  00 

52-63 

55-26 

50  00 

10-53 

18-42 

28-95 

31-58 

10-53 

5-26 

2-63 

5-26 

2-63 

2-63 

2-63 

2-63 

2-63 
2-63 


2-63 
2-63 
5-26 

2-63 


The  following  Departments  are  reported  as  being  carried  on  by  a  small  number  of  societies  in 
the  United  Kingdom  :  — Agricultural  Implements,  Artificial  Manures,  Clothing,  Egg  Merchants, 
Puints  and  Paper  Hanging  .'Seeds,  Dentists,  Feeding  Stuffs,  Poultry,  Stationery  and  News, 
papers.  Colonial  Meat,  Florists,  Excursion  Agency,  Hosiery,  Insurance  Agency,  Mantles, 
Botanic  Drinks,  Building  Materials,  Cinematograph  T.,  Dentistry  Agents,  Dyeing  and  Cleaning 
Agents,  Fire  Insurance,  Furniture  Removing,  Pishing  Tackle,  General  Carriers,  Light  Refresh- 
ments, Lime,  Musical  Instruments,  Opticians,  Photography  Agents,  Saddlery. 
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PRODUCTIVE    DEPARTMENTS    AND    BUSINESSES    OF    RETAIL 
DISTRIBUTIVE   SOCIETIES    IN    UNITED   KINGDOM,    1916. 


(Total  Number  of  Societies,  1,386;  Number  of  Societies  sending  returns,  1,267 ; 
Number  of  Societies  not  sending  returns,  119.) 

PARTICULARS  RELATING  TO  THE  1,267  SOCIETIES  THAT  HAVE  FORWARDED 

RETURNS. 

Number  of  Members,  approximately  3,050,000.   Total  No.  of  Branches,  5,660. 
Nature  of  Productive  Business  and  No.  of  Societies  conducting  them. 


Nature  of  Business. 


United 
Eingdom. 


O  Pi(B 


England 
and  Wales. 


§fl.2 

c8  o  O 

O      o 


|.SS 


Scotland. 


cs  go 


--  60    . 

ce  c  Qo 
"si 


u  as 

08  O  o 

O      o 


Ireland. 


'  tio 


;■:;  o 


Baking 

Boot  making  and 

Repairs    

Tailoring    

Millinery    

Dressmaking 

Clogging  

Butchering  8knd 

Slaughtering 

Farming 

Painting  and 

Decorating    

Sausage  Making,  &c 

Com  Milling    

Joinery    

Building , 

Knitting  &  Hosiery 

Manuf  acturing 

Laundry    

Plumbing 

Cabinetmaking  .  . 
Bacon  Curing    .  .  . 

Dairy 

Jewellery,  Watch 

Making  &  Repairs 
Smiths     and     Forge 

Works    

Upholstering  .... 
Wheelwrights    . . . 


0/ 

/o 

701 

55-3 

500 

39-5 

300 

23-7 

232 

18-3 

201 

15-9 

135 

10-7 

94 

7-4 

73 

5-8 

37 

2-9 

35 

2-8 

26 

21 

25 

2  0 

18 

1-4 

18 

1-4 

15 

1-2 

13 

10 

12 

•9 

10 

•8 

9 

•7 

9 

•7 

8 

•6 

7 

•6 

6 

•5 

546 

385 
202 
179 
120 
126 

83 

68 

33 

21 
24 
19 
17 

14 
14 
11 
12 
9 
5 


0/ 

/o 
54-5 

38-5 
20-2 
17-9 
120 
12-6 

8-3 

6-8 

33 
21 
2-4 
1-9 
1-7 


151 

114 

98 

52 

79 

9 

11 
4 

4 
14 
2 
5 
1 

3 

1 
2 

i 

4 


0/ 

/o 
66-2 

50  0 
430 
22-8 
34-7 
3-9 

4-8 
1-8 

1-8 

61 

•9 

2-2 

•4 

1-3 

•4 


•4 
1-8 


9/ 

/o 

10-5 

2-6 

2-6 
5-3 


2-6 

2-6 
2-6 


2-6 


The  following  Productive  Departments  and  Businesses  are  reported  as  carried  on  by  fewer 
than  six  societies :  Ice  Manufacture,  Saddlery,  Butter  Making,  Shirt  Making,  Tripe  Dressing 
Works  Department,  Drapery,  Electric  Light  and  Power,  Furniture  Manufacture,  Mantle  Making 
Mineral  Waters,  Tinsmiths,  Tobacco  Manufacture,  Baking  Powder  Manufacture,  Clothing 
Manufacture,  Cooked  Meats,  Firewood  Factory,  Market  Gardeners,  Meat  Preparation,  Picture 
Framing,  Sundries  Packing,  Underclothing,  Baking  Powder  Packing,  Bone,  Meat,  Blood  Manure, 
Brewery,  Brush  Manufacture,  Clog  Bole  Making,  Contractors,  Cycle  Repairs,  Dyeing  and  Clean- 
ing, Engineering,  Estate  Development,  Furniture  Polishing,  Grocery  Sundries,  Jam  Making, 
Ladies'  Outfitting,  Live  Stock,  Mattress  and  Bed  Making  Nurserymen.  Paper  Bag  Making,  Plain 
Sewing,  Quarrying,  Iron  Kiln,  Brick  Tiles.  Salt  Packing,  Self-Raising  Flour.Small  Goods,  Small 
Meats,  Tallow,  Tea  Packing,  Window  Cleaning. 
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RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE     CO-OPERATION. 


Distributive  Businesses  and  Departments  of  Retail  Distributive 
Societies  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  1910  and  1916. 

(These  particulars  refer  only  to  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total  nvunber  of 
Societies  in  the  United  Kingdom.) 


Nature  of  Business. 


Kngland 

and 
Wales. 


Grocery   

Drapery  

Boots  and  Shoes    

Hardware    

Furnishing 

Earthenware 

Flour   

Coal   

Biitoherlng    

Ironmongery 

Tailoring  

MiUinery   

Jewellery 

Milk 

Restaurant    

Chemlsta    

Greengrocery    

Fish,  Game,  &c 

Beer,  Wines,  and  Spirits 

Oil 

Baking 

Outfitting    

Clogging 

Hairdressing 


1910. 

Total  number  of  Societies,  1,424, 
with  approximately  2,500,000 
members. 

This  table  is  compiled  from  the 
returns  from  1,257  Societies, 
with  2,324,724  members  and 
4,513  Branches  of  all  types. 


1010 

932 

917 

818 

708 

(573 

708 

604 

473 

486 

480 

311 

1.55 

94 

82 

26 

27 

13 

17 

8 

5 

6 

5 

4 


Scot- 
land. 


_IS 


228 

207 

212 

168 

160 

133 

60 

112 

145 

131 

102 

66 

52 

44 

4 

2 

11 

3 


Ire- 
land. 


15 


United 
Kingdom. 


°i|B[  £.S6 


CO  c  g 

P(5 


1253 

in  7 

1140 

992 

870 

811 

778 

725 

620 

619 

584 

379 

207 

141 

86 

34 

29 

24 

22 

8 

6 

6 

5 

4 


99-7 

91-2 

90-7 

78-9 

69-2 

64-5 

61-9 

57-7 

49-3 

49-2 

46-5 

30-2 

16-5 

11-2 

6-8 

2-7 

2-3 

1-9 

1-8 

•6 

•5 

•4 
•3 


1916. 

Total  numberof  Societies,  1,386, 
with  approximately  3.050,000 
members. 

This  table  is  compiled  from  the 
returns  from  1,267  societies, 
with  3,068,099  members  and 
5,660  Branches  of  all  types. 


^'^    Scot- 

and      i7~X 

Wales.     '»"d- 


998 

948 

933 

867 

723 

660 

665 

610 

466 

559 

481 

320 

135 

80 

77 

33 

36 

16 

17 

7 

96 

28 

6] 


228 
212 
212 
196 
163 
143 

41 
128 
146 
149 

74 

50 
42 

5 
15 

1 
20 

4 

'3 
2 
3 
1 


Ire- 
land. 


United 
Kingdom. 


■go       S  ■-  §    2  a 
X  c  S 


=  1 


SE 


% 

1264 

99-8 

1180 

931 

1166 

92  0 

1082 

85-4 

890 

70-2 

810 

63-9 

718 

56-7 

749 

591 

614 

48-5 

712 

56-2 

566 

43-9 

380 

30  0 

183 

14-7 

123 

9-7 

83 

6-6 

49 

3-9 

38 

30 

36 

2-8 

2' 

1-7 

8 

•6 

100 

7-0 

30 

2-4 

64 

51 

6 

■5 

The  following  Departments  are  reported  as  being  carried  on  by  fewer  than  four  societies, 
e.g.,  Undertaking,  Laundry,  Mantles,  Tobacco,  Carriers,  Colours,  Dentistry,  Dyeing  and  Clean- 
ing, Fire  Insurance,  Fishing  Tackle,  Hosiery,  Insurance  Agency,  Manure,  Meals  and  Feeding 
Stuffs,  Lime,  Musical  Instruments,  Opticians,  Paper  Hanging,  Picture  Framing,  Post  OfBce, 
Poultry,  Provender,  Ready-made  Clothing,  Stationery,  Vegetarian  Food  Specialities,  Grain  and 
Corn,  Fruit,  Agricultural  Implements,  Egg  Merchants,  Seeds,  Colonial  Meat,  Florists,  Excur- 
sion Agency,  Botanic  Drinks,  Building  Materials,  Cinematograph  Theatre,  Dentistry  Agents 
Furniture  Removing,  Light  Refreshments,  Photography  Agents,  Saddlery. 
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RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE     CO-OPERATION. 


Productive  Departments  and  Businbssses  of  Retah,  Distributive 

Societies  in  United  Kingdom  in   1910  and  1916, 
(These  partioulsrs  refer  only  to  about  90  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of 
Societies  in  the  United  Kingdom.) 


Nature  of  Business. 


Bakin<i 

Boot  Making  and  Kepairs. 

Tailoring   

Dressmaking 

.Millinery    

Clogging 

•Farining 

'Butchering  &  Slaughter- 
ing     

Painting  &  ]>ecorating. . . 

Joinery    

Corn  .Alillmg   

Building 

Knitting  &  Hosiery  J\ranii- 
fanturing   

Confectionery 

Cabinetffiaking 

Plumb'  rs 

Bacon  Curing   

Sausage  Making 

Jewellery 

Laundry    

Mantle  Making 

Blacksmiths    

Shirt  .Making 

Undertaking 

Oardening 

.Mineral  Water  Manufs.  . . 

Tinsmiths    

Tobacco  Manufacturing.. 

Upholstery    

Wheelwrights   


1910. 

Total  number  of  Societies,  1424, 
with  approximately  2,500,000 
members. 

This  table  is  compiled  from  the 
returns  from  1,257  Societies. 
with  2  324,724  members  and 
4.513  Branches  of  all  types. 


England 

and 
Wales. 

on 

CO" 


503 
303 
175 
129 
142 
94 
42 


Scot- 
land. 


15  to  g 
to" 


142 

103 

78 

71 

41 

1 

2 


United 
Kingdom. 


0a  ^ 


046 
406 

201 

181 

05 

44 


% 

51-4 
32-3 
20-2 
16-0 
14-6 
7-6 
3-5 


30  2-4 

20  1-0 

17  1-4 

15  1-2 


14 

13 

J2 

10 

9 

7 

5 


1-1 
1-0 
1-2 


1916. 

Total  numberof  Societies,  1,386, 
with  apprcximately  3.050,000 
members. 

This  table  is  compiled  from  the 
returns  from  1,267  Societies 
with  3,068,099  members  and 
5,660  Branches  of  ail  types. 


Engl'd 

and 
Wales. 


MS 


Scot- 
land. 


546 

385 
202 
120 
179 
126 
68 

83 
33 
19 
24 
17 


C  vt 

is 


Ire- 
land. 


151 

114 

98 

79 


United 
Kingdom. 


m.9  C 

CO  a  S 

■3  « 
^S  a 

^a« 

701 

% 

55-3 

500 

39-5 

300 

23-7 

201 

15-9 

2.32 

18-3 

135 

10-7 

7-1 
2.9 
2-0 
2-1 
1-4 


1-2 
1-0 


2-8 

•7 

1-2 


'  This  department  whs  not  clas'jilled  as  a  productive  department  in  1910. 


The  following  Productive  Departments  and  Businesses  are  reported  as  being  carried  on  by  a 
few  societies,  e.g.,  Butter  Making,  Glazing,  Baking  Powder  Manufacturers,  Brush  Makers, 
Chemists,  Clothing  Manufacturers,  Cycle  Repairing,  Dairy,  Electricians,  Firewood  Factory, 
Furnishing,  Hairdressing,  Ice  Making,  Iron  Quarrying,  Kiln,  Brick  and  Tile  Making,  Meal  Mill- 
ing, Paper  Bag  Making,  Picture  Framing,  Pork  Butchering,  Printing,  Saddlery,  Self-Raising 
Flour,  Spice  Boiling,  Tea  Packing,  Tripe  Dressing,  Works  Department,  Furniture  Manufactur- 
ing, Cooked  Meats,  Meat  Preparation,  Sundiies  Packing,  Underclothing,  Baking  Powder  Pack- 
ing, Bons,  Meat,  Blood  Manure,  Brewery,  Clog  Sole  Making,  Contractors,  Dyeing  and  Cleaning, 
Engineering,  Estate  Development,  Furniture  Polishing,  Grocery  Sundries,  Jam  Making,  Ladies' 
Outfitting,  Live  Stock,  Mattress  and  Bed  Making,  Nurserymen,  Plain  Sewing,  Salt  Packing, 
Small  Goods,  Small  Meats,  Tallow,  Window  Cleaning. 
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SUB-GOMMinEE  ON   EDUCATION. 


Supplementary  Report  on  Co-operative  Literature. 


CO-OPERATIVE  NEWSPAPERS. 

At  the  Swansea  Congress,  when  the  second  Interim  Report  of  the 
Survey  Committee  was  considered,  there  was  a  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  regarding  the  wisdom  of  the  conunittee's  recommendations  relating 
to  co-operative  newspapers.  The  recommendations  of  the  committee 
read  : 

The  removal  of  overlapping  between  the  Co-operative  News  and 
the  Scottish  Co-operator  by  the  establishment  of   one  news- 
paper for  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with  different 
sections   to   meet   the  needs   of    the  various  sections   of   the 
movement.     (See   Swansea  Congress   Report,   page   225.) 
In  view  of  the  expression  of  opinion  of  the  delegates,  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee promised  to  take  back  this  recommendation  for  reconsideration  and 
consult  the  two  newspaper  societies  concerned,  with  a  view  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  recommendation  which  might  meet  with  the  approval  of  both 
societies   and   the   Survey  Committee.     In   accordance  with   this  promise, 
the  Survey  Committee  have  during  the  past  year  consulted  the  societies, 
and  now  present  their  report. 

Immediately  after  Congress,  the  Survey  Committee  representatives 
consulted  the  boards  of  the  newspaper  societies  separately,  and  foiuid  each 
of  them  anxious  to  come  into  closer  working  agreement  with  the  other. 
A  joint  meeting  of  the  full  boards  of  the  two  societies,  along  with  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Survey  Committee,  was  therefore  convened  on  23rd 
November,  1917.  At  this  meeting,  a  memorandum,  prepared  by  the 
Educational  Sub-committee  of  the  Survey  Committee,  was  considered. 
A  copy  of  this  memoranduna  is  given  in  the  appendix  at  the  end  of  this 
report.  From  a  ijerusal  of  the  memorandum,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Survey 
Committee  desired  the  two  newspaper  societies  to  form  a  bigger  conception 
of  their  place  in  the  co-operative  movement,  and  to  see  that  the  differences 
between  the  two  societies  were  really  of  minor  importance  in  relation  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  bigger  field  whichshould  be  occupied  by  the  co-operative 
press,  and  which  might  be  entered  upon  by  a  National  Newspaper  and 
Publishing  Society.  The  Survey  Committee  desired  to  lead  the  discussion 
from  the  parochial  issues,  and  get  the  two  societies  to  undertake  the  great 
national  work  which  is  awaiting  the  co-operative  press,  and  which  is  being 
neglected  so  long  as  the  present  organisation  of  the  co-operative  press  con- 
tinues. 
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At  the  joint  meeting  on  23rd  November,  the  Chairman  of  the  Survey 
Committee  explained  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to  the  calling  of 
the  meeting,  and  he  then  commented  upon  the  memorandum  and  said 
the  Survey  Committee  would  be  extremely  glad  if  the  boards  of  the  two 
societies  could  come  to  some  satisfactory  agreement  in  regard  to  the  future 
of  the  co-operative  press.  If  they  would  then  communicate  their  decisions 
to  the  Survey  Committee,  that  committee  would  consider  them  with  a  view 
to  their  being  adopted  in  the  Report  of  the  Conamittee  to  the  1918  Congress. 
The  members  of  the  Survey  Committee  then  withdrew,  and  the  two  boards 
discussed  the  matter  together.  After  the  joint  meeting,  each  com- 
mittee met  separately  and  prepared  recommendations  which  were  after- 
wards submitted  to  a  joint  meeting. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  passed  : — 

(a)  By  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  Limited. 

1.  That  we  agree  to  the  proposal  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 

Co-operative  Publishing  Society,  which  shoiild  publish  not 
only  magazines  and  newspapers  in  greater  variety  than  those 
now  published,  but  books  as  well. 

2.  That  we  express  our  regret  that  we  cannot  formulate  any  direct 

terms  of  arrangement  with  the  directors  of  the  Scottish  Co- 
operative Newspaper  Society  Limited. 

3.  That  we  agree  to   a  policy  of   amalgamation  with   the   Scottish 

Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  Limited  on  terms,  and 
suggest  the  adjournnaent  of  this  conference  to  a  future  date, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  directors  of  the  Co-operative  News- 
paper Society  Limited  undertake  to  submit  terms  of  amalga- 
tion  to  the  directors  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Newspaper 
Society    Limited. 

(6)  By  the  "  Scottish  Co-operator  "  Newspaper  Society  Limited. 
At   the   first   adjournment   of   the   Scottish   Co-operator  Board   it   was 
resolved  as  follows  : — 

1.  That  we  are  prepared  to  agree  to  a  working  arrangement  by  which 

the  Co-operative  News  can  depend  chiefly  upon  the  Scottish 
Co-operator  Board  and  its  staff  for  the  supply  of  Scottish 
news  to  the  Co-operative  News. 

2.  That  we  understand  that  it  would  be  the  policy  of  the  Co-operative 

News  Board  gradually,  and  as  opportunity  offered,  to  make 
the  edition  of  the  Co-operative  News  circulating  in  Scotland 
conform  to  that  circulating  in  England. 

3.  That  special   articles   appearing   in  one  paper  should   be  at    the 

disposal  of  the  other  on  a  financial  basis  afterwards  to  be 
agreed    upon. 

4.  That  a  joint  consultative  committee  of,  say,  three  representatives 

from  each  board  should  be  appointed  to  deal  with    matters 
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of  mutual  interest,  tmd  that  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  boards 
should  be  held,  say,  once  a  year. 
At  the  second  adjournment,  after  hearing  the  Co-operative  News  Board's 
proposals,  it  was  resolved — 

That,  whilst  we  agree  to  the  principle  of  the  establishment  of  a 

National  Publishing  Society  as  a  future  desirability,  we  regret 

that,  in  the  meantime,  as  a  preliminary  step,  the  Co-operative 

News  Board  has  not  agreed  to  consider  favourably  a  working 

arrangement  on  the  lines  already  suggested. 

Since  the  joint  meeting  on  23rd  November,  1917,  and  the  interchange 

of  the  resolutions  passed  at  that  meeting,  negotiations  have  been  proceeding 

between  the  two  newspaper  societies. 

The  following  proposals  and  counter  proposals  have  been  submitted 
by  the  two  societies  : — 

(1)  Basis  of  Negotiations  for  Amalgamation  between  the  Co- 
operative Newspaper  Society  LimTED  and  the  "  Scottish 
Co-operator"  Newspaper  Society  Limited. 

(Put  forward  by  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  Ltd.) 

1.  Assuming  an  agreement  to  amalgamate  by  the  two  existing  news- 
paper societies,  that  the  new  society  be  called  "  The  National  Co-operative 
Newspaper  Society  smd   Publishing  Society  Limited." 

2.  The  registered  office  to  be  at  Manchester. 

3.  The  constitution  of  the  National  Society  to  provide  that  the  number 
of  directors  to  be  elected  shall  be  18,  and  that  for  the  purpose  of  efficient 
and  effective  administration,  the  society  be  formed  into  two  divisions,  viz., 
the  English  or  Central  Division  and  the  Scottish  Division. 

4.  That  nine  directors  of  the  English  Board  be  elected  by  shareholding 
societies  in  the  North-Westem  Section,  and  one  each  by  shareholding 
societies  in  the  Northern,  Midland,  and  Southern  sections  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union,  and  the  six  of  the  Scottish  Board  to  be  elected  by  a  method 
to  be  devised  by  the  present  directors  of  the  Scottish  Co-operator, 

5.  That  the  two  journals,  the  Co-operative  News  and  the  Scottish 
Co-operator,  cease  to  be  published,  and  that  the  new  society  issue  amongst 
sectional  and  other  papers  one  weekly  paper  for  the  United  Kingdom  to 
be  named  the  "  National  Co-operator,"  or  such  other  title  as  may  be  agreed 
upon.  The  title  in  Scotland  could,  if  necessary,  to  meet  Scottish  sentiment, 
be  altered  to  the  "  Scottish  Co-operator  "  or  the  "  Scottish  National  Co- 
operator."  The  paper  to  be  sectionalised  as  conditions  and  circumstances 
permit. 

6.  That  the  editor-in-chief  of  the  newspaper  and  other  publications 
issued  by  the  society  shall  be  Mr.  W.  M.  Bamford,  and  the  general  manager, 
Mr.  R.  Rowbotham. 

7.  That  Dr.  Dyer  and  Mr.  W.  Reid,  the  present  joint  editors  of  the 
Scottish  Co-operator,  be  retained  in  the  service  of  the  new  society  at  stUaries 
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not  less  than  they  are  now  receiving  ;  but  that  in  the  question  of  the  control 
of  the  paper  in  Scotland  and  of  the  literary  interests  of  the  Scottish  division 
(subject  to  the  relationship  as  set  forth  in  the  preceding  paragraph)  the 
claims  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Flanagan,  the  Scottish  representative  of  the  Co-operative 
News,  have  full  consideration. 

8.  That  the  present  system  of  electing  the  directors  of  the  two  societies 
be  temporarily  retained,  and  that  a  period  of  years  shall  expire  before 
the  number  of  directors  for  both  divisions  definitely  named  in  paragraph  3 
shall  come  into  operation. 

9.  That  Mr.  Bayne  be  added  to  the  six  members  of  the  Scottish  Divisional 
Board,  making  seven  originally,  and  that  one  member  drop  out  on  the 
occasion  of  the  first  extraordinary  vacancy. 

10.  That  the  shareholders'  meetings  of  the  new  society  shall  be  held 
half-yearly,  and  in  order  to  symbolise  the  organic  unity  of  the  two  newspaper 
societies,  two  directors  of  the  Scottish  Board  shall  attend  the  shareholders' 
meetings  of  the  English  division  held  at  Manchester,  and  three  directors  of 
the  English  Board  attend  the  shareholders'  meetings  of  the  Scottish  division. 

11.  That  the  new  society  take  over  the  assets  of  both  societies,  and  also 
the  liabilities  of  equal  value,  and  the  deficits,  if  any,  to  be  arranged  by 
consent ;  failing  such  satisfactory  arrangement,  the  matters  be  referred 
to  the  Sub-Survey  Committee  of  the  Union. 

12.  That  shoiild  the  negotiations  to  anaalgamate  the  two  newspaper 
societies  be  unsuccessful,  that  we,  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society 
reserve  unrestricted  freedom  of  action  in  the  future. 

(2a)  Reply  of  the  "  Scottish  Co-operator,"  6th  February, 

1918. 

606,  Alexandra  Parade,  Glasgow, 

6th  February,   1918. 
Mr.  W.  M.  Bamford, 

Secretary,  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  Limited. 

Dear  Sir, — The  proposals  subraitted  by  your  committee  as  a  basis 
of  negotiation  between  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  and  the 
Scottish  Co-operator  Newspaper  have  been  considered  by  my  board. 

My  committee,  however,  cannot  accept  the  scheme  of  amalgama- 
tion as  suggested  in  your  Draft  Scheme. 

We  do  not  consider  that  the  co-operative  movement  would  be 
best  served  by  one  national  weekly  paper,  with  sectionalised  papers 
for  the  various  districts  ;  but  rather  that  the  movement  would  be  best 
served  by  strong  local  papers,  operating  within  certain  defined  areas. 

Whatever  arrangements  may  eventually  evolve  from  the  present 
negotiations,  it  is  the  considered  opinion  of  my  board  that  the  identity 
of  the  Scottish  Co-operator  must  be  preserved,  that  it  be  managed  by  a 
Scottish  Board,  and  that  it  be  printed  and  published  in  Scotland. 
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At  the  same  time,  we  fully  recognise  the  need  for  closer  co-operation 
between  the  two  newspapers,  and  we  respectfully  submit  for  the  con- 
sideration of  your  directors  alternative  proposals  for  a  joint  working 
arrangement  on  a  federal  basis. 

We  trust  your  board  will  consider  these  proposals  in  the  spirit 
they  are  given,  with  the  view  of  coming  to  some  pr£ictical  arrangements. 

I  am,  yours  truly, 

John  Adams,  Secretary. 

(26)  Proposals  for  Joint  Working  op  the  Co-operative  Newspaper 
Society  Limited  and  the  "  Scottish  Co-operator  "  News- 
paper Society  Limited. 

(Put  forward  by  the  "  Scottish  Co-operator  "  Newspaper  Society  Ltd.) 

1.  The  Scottish  Go-operator  Board  recognises  the  need  for  co-operation 
as  close  as  can  be  attained  with  the  Board  of  the  English  Co-operative 
Newspaper  Society,  but  feels  that  its  first  duty  is  to  maintain  a  separate 
newspaper  devoted  primarily  to  Scottish  co-operative  interests.  This  was 
made  clear  by  our  Chairman  at  the  Carlisle  conference,*  and  any  vuiion  or 
united  action  to  be  taken  must  be  such  as  shall  not  impair  that  position. 
We  do  not  agree  that  the  co-operative  movement  would  be  best  served  by 
one  national  weekly,  whether  sectionalised  or  not,  but  are  of  opinion  rather 
that  the  movement  would  be  better  with  several  strong  local  papers  operat- 
ing within  defined  areas.  To  further  the  creation  of  such  papers,  to  extend 
their  circulations  and  at  the  same  time  obviate  unnecessary  overlapping, 
and  secure  economy  in  production,  we  feel  that  there  ought  to  be  some 
working  arrangement  between  the  two  newspaper  societies.  We  cannot 
accept  the  scheme  of  amalgamation  which  has  been  proposed,  as  we  think 
it  would  endanger  the  position  of  the  Scottish  Co-operator,  but  as  an 
alternative  we  make  the  following  suggestions  for  a  new  central  organisation 
on  a  federal  basis. 

2.  That  a  central  organisation  for  the  publication  of  newspapers, 
books,  pamphlets,  &c.,  shall  be  jointly  created  by  the  Co-operative  News- 
paper Society  and  the  Scottish  Co-operator  Newspaper  Society. 

3.  In  such  central  organisation  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society 
shall  be  represented  by  nine  directors  and  the  Scottish  Co-operator  by  three 
directors ;  but  each  organisation  shall  carry  on  its  own  special  work 
independently  of  the  other  except  for  such  mutual  assistance  as  might  be 
agreed  on  from  time  to  time.  Joint  meetings  of  directors  to  be  held 
quarterly,  or  at  such  other  times  as  may  be  found  necessary.  The  editors 
also  to  meet  and  consult  as  may  be  found  advisable. 

4.  The  new  organisation  to  be  called  "  The  National  Co-operative 
Publishing  Society  Limited,"  the  head  office  to  be  at  Manchester  and  the 
Scottish  office  at  Glasgow.     The  head  office  shall  have  full  control  over 

♦  Meeting  held  on  23rd  November.  1917. 


Report  of  Centrat-  Board.  293 


English  newspapers,  and  the  Glasgow  office  shall  have  similar  control  over 
Scottish  papers,  books,  pamphlets,  and  extra  publications  for  general 
circulation  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  joint  boards. 

5.  All  joint  undertakings  shall  be  financed  in  the  following  propor- 
tions, viz.  : — Three-fourths  by  the  English  Society  and  one-fourth  by  the 
Scottish  Society  ;    profits  and  losses  to  be  shared  in  the  sajne  proportion. 

6.  That  the  boards  of  the  two  newspaper  societies  shall  consult  and 
take  joint  action,  as  far  as  possible,  in  all  matters  of  policy,  and  with  regard 
to  any  matter  which  may  protect  or  advance  their  mutual  interests. 

7.  This  agreement  shall  be  binding  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  the 
question  of  amalgamation  or  the  continuance  of  federated  working  shall 
then,  in  the  light  of  the  experience  gained,  be  re-discussed  at  a  joint  meeting 
of  the  boards. 

(3)  Resolution  of  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society 
(Letter  of  7th  March,  1918). 

That  the  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  Limited, 
in  view  of  the  refusal  of  the  Board  of  the  Scottish  Go-operator 
Newspaper   Society   Limited   to    entertain   proposals   for   the 
amalgamation  of  the  two  societies  with  the  object  of  estab- 
lishing   a   National    Co-operative   Newspaper   and    Publishing 
Society,  regrets,  after  the  fullest  and  most  careful  consideration 
of  the  alternative  proposals  in  favour  of  a  working  arrange- 
ment, that  it  cannot  see  its  way  to  accept  the  same,  as  in  its 
opinion  they  are  not  calculated  to  effect  that  unity  and  strength 
in  co-operative  journalism  which  under  present  circumstances 
is  so  desirable. 
Further,   that   a  special   meeting  of   the  shareholders  of   the  Co- 
operative Newspaper  Society  be  convened  for  Saturday,  23rd 
March,  in  order  that  this  board  ma3'^  report  upon  the  results 
of   the  negotiations   between  the  two  societies,   and  ask  for 
the  sanction  and  authority  of  such  meeting  to  proceed  inde- 
pendently with  the  organisation  of  a  National  Co-operative 
Newspaper  and   Publishing   Society. 
On  receiving   this  resolution  the  committee  of  the  Scottish  Co-operator 
Newspaper   Society  sent  two  letters  (March  9  and  March  20,  1918)  to  the 
Survey  Committee  stating,  inter  alia,  that  the  nature  of  the  communication 
from  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society  precludes  any  further  discussion ; 
bub  the  directors  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  a  working  arrangement  for  the 
establishment  of  a  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society  could  be  arrived 
at,  and  the  committee  have  no  further  obseivations  to  make  with  regard 
to  the  position  in  the  meantime. 

After  reviewing  the  negotiations  that  have  passed  between  the  com- 
mittees of  the  two  newspaper  societies,  the  Survey  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  nothing  has  been  disclosed  which  leads  them  to  think  there  is  any 
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insTinnountable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  organising  a  truly  national 
co-operative  press  for  the  United  Kingdom.  "They  are  of  opinion  that  the 
proposals  of  either  society,  if  adopted,  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the 
present  state  of  affairs  and  lead  in  the  direction  of  consolidation. 

The  committee  therefore  present  the  following  recommendations  to 
Congress  as  being  the  ideal  in  favour  of  which  Congress  should  express 
itself  : — 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

(1)  The  establishment  of  a  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society. 

(2)  The  publication  by  this  National  Publishing  Society  of  either — 

(a)  One  weekly  paper  for  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  with 
sectionalised  pages  for  different  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  may  be  thought  necessary ;    or 

(6)  Separate  weekly  papers  for  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  published  mid-weekly  and  a  general  paper  for  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom  published  on  Saturdays. 

(3)  The  organisation  of  separate  district  boards  for  England  (more 
than  one  for  England,  if  necessary)  and  Scotland,  the  district  boards  being 
responsible  for  the  preparation,  printing,  sale,  and  circulation  of  the  news- 
papers, magazines,  pamphlets,  and  books  in  their  area  on  behalf  of  the 
National  Society,  these  district  boards  meeting  jointly  each  quarter  and 
forming  the  full  board  of  the  National  Publishing  Society. 

N.B. — The  adoption  of  this  recommendation  would  involve 
the  undertaking  of  such  developments  as  would  lead  to  the  ultimate 
establishment  by  the  National  Society  of  a  Co-operative  Daily 
Newspaper. 

(4)  The  capitalisation  of  the  Publishing  Society  on  an  adequate  basis 
by  appealing  to  societies  to  take  up  shares,  and  the  arrangement  of  quarterly 
district  meetings  of  shareholders  of  the  Publishing  Society  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  business  of  the  society. 

(5)  That  if  these  recommendations  meet  with  the  approval  of  Congress, 
the  Survey  Conunittee,  through  its  Educational  Sub-committee,  be  empowered 
to  give  their  aesistance  in  bringing  the  National  Publishing  Society  into 
existence. 

(6)  That  failing  agreement  between  the  two  newspaper  societies  in  regard  to 
the  formation  of  a  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society,  the  Central  Board 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  be  instructed  to  consider  the  taking  over  of  the  two 
newspaper  societies,  and  itself  undertaking  the  work  outlined  in  this  report  for  a 
National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society. 


W.  R.  Rae,  Chairman. 

A.  Mann, 

F.  Hall,  )         Joint 

C.  E.  Wood,   )    Secretaries, 


Survey 

Educational 

Sub  -  committee. 
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SURVEY  EDUCATION   SUB-COMMITTEE. 
APPENDIX. 


MEMORANDUM 

ON 

THE    FUTURE    OF    THE    CO-OPERATIVE    PRESS. 


(Submitted  as  a  basis  of  discussion  to  the  Co-operative  Newspaper  Society 
Limited  and  the  Scottish  Co-operator  Newspaper  Society  Limited  by 
the   Co-operative   Survey   (Educational)   Sub-committee). 

In  the  discussions  which  have  followed  the  issue  of  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee's Report  on  Co-operative  Literature,  the  position,  relation,  and 
future  of  the  Co-operative  News  and  the  Scottish  Co-operator  have  claimed 
most  attention.  The  committees  resporksible  for  these  publications  have 
naturally  felt  it  their  duty  to  see  that  the  interests  which  they  represent 
did  not  sufer  as  a  result  of  any  changes  made  or  contemplated,  and  the 
Survey  Committee's  proposals  have  been  suspected  as  likely  to  limit  or 
injure  existing  organisations. 

The  further  disciassion  of  the  Survey  Committee's  Report  has  shown, 
however,  what  some  members  of  the  Survey  Committee  have  recognised 
all  along,  viz.,  that  the  future  of  the  co-operative  press  is  a  bigger  question 
than  the  relation  of  the  Co-operative  News  to  the  Scottish  Co-operator.  This 
memorandum  has  therefore  been  prepared  in  order  to  put  some  of  the  larger 
issues  of  the  question  before  the  boards  of  the  two  newspaper  societies  and 
to  form  a  basis  of  discussion  at  the  meeting  of  the  Survey  Committee  with 
the  boards  of  the  two  societies  at  Carlisle  on  23rd  November,  1917.  The 
memorandum  is  a  statement  submitted  to  facilitate  discussion,  and  is  not 
an  official  statement  issued  by  the  Survey  Committee,  as  such  a  statement 
can  obviously  only  be  prepared  after  the  discussion  at  the  joint  meeting 
referred  to  and  after  the  Survey  Committee  have  considered  the  matter 
in  the  light  of  that  discussion. 

It  is  now  known  to  the  boards  of  the  two  newspaper  societies  that  the 
Survey  (Educational)  Sub-committee  submitted  to  the  full  Survey  Com- 
mittee an  alternative  suggestion  re  newspapers.  This  alternative  suggestion 
was  roughly  the  publication  of  sectional  newspapers  (of  which  the  Scottish 
Co-operator  would  be  the  one  for  Scotland)  during  the  week  ;  and  the  issue 
at  the  week-end  of  a  paper  of  general  co-operative  interest  for  the  whole 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  full  Survey  Committee  did  not  accept  this 
alternative  suggestion,  which  therefore  was  not  included  in  the  Report  to 
Swansea  Congress.  There  was  left,  as  a  result,  only  the  recommendation 
for  the  issue  of  a  single  paper  for  the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom.  This 
recommendation  involved  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  newspaper  societies, 


296 


Report  of  Centbai.  Board. 


or  the  absorption  of  the  Scottish  Co-operator  by  the  Co-operative  Newspaper 
Society.  This  recommendation,  not  without  expectation,  was  unacceptable 
to   many   Scottish  co-operators. 

The  recommendation  being  withdrawn  for  fiirther  consideration  the 
following  questions  naturally  arose  : — 

Does  the  side-by-side  circulation  of  the  Scottish  Co-operator  and  the 
Co-operative  News  in  Scotland  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  two  boards 
and  the  movement  ?     If  not,  what  is  the  remedj'  ? 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  judge,  there  is  no  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  members  of  either  of  the  newspaper  societies  to  withdraw  their  paper 
from  circulation  in  Scotland.  Whilst  some  of  them  think  the  present 
position  is  satisfactory,  others  think  overlapping  does  exist,  but  consider 
that  the  paper  which  they  represent  should  be  the  one  which  should  occupy 
the   field. 

Is  it  not  possible  that  the  way  out  of  this  apparent  deadlock  may  be 
found  by  the  taking  of  a  larger  view  of  the  co-operative  press  and  its  f  utvire, 
and  the  organisation  or  reorganisation  of  the  two  newspaper  societies  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  future  ? 

The  co-operative  press  of  the  future  as  we  conceive  it,  is  a  much  bigger 
thing  than  has  yet  been  foreshadowed  by  any  of  its  advocates.  The  day 
may  not  have  arrived  for  the  issue  of  a  co-operative  daily  paper,  but  that 
day  must  come,  and  it  will  come  the  earlier  if  other  developments  leading 
to  the  cultivation  and  organisation  of  a  co-operative  reading  public  are 
undertaken  in  the  meantime. 

The  proposal  we  have  to  make  is  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Co-operative  Publishing  Society  which  should  publish  not  only  me^azinee 
and  newspapers  in  greater  variety  than  those  now  published,  but  books  as 
well.  If  this  proposal  were  adopted  it  would  involve  the  merging,  or  con- 
version, of  the  two  newspaper  societies  ;  but  the  new  society  would  have 
an  English  Board  or  boards  responsible  for  English  interests,  and  one  in 
Scotland  responsible  for  Scottish  interests.  Each  of  these  boards  would 
have  control  of  the  society's  interebts  in  its  own  area,  and  yet  the  general 
interests  of  the  society  would  be  preserved,  for  there  would  be  no  conflict 
or  overlapping  between  them  when  their  areas  of  operations  were  defined 
in  a  geographical  sense.  These  separate  boards,  with  their  staffs,  would 
be  responsible  for  the  weekly  sectional  paper  issued  by  them,  and  assist 
in  the  circulation  of  any  other  new  papers  or  magazines  which  the  society, 
as  a  whole,  might  decide  to  issue.  The  two  boards  might,  with  very  good 
effect,  create  a  form  of  district  control  which  would  enable  local  needs  to 
be  more  successfully  met. 

One  of  the  developments  which  seems  immediately  possible  for  the 
sectional  papers  is  the  preparation  of  local  supplements  which  would  enable 
societies  to  provide  their  members  with,  what  would  be  in  effect,  a  local 
co-operative  paper  combined  with  a  more  general  co-operative  paper.  In 
view  of  the  decision  to  enter  the  political  arena,  it  htks  become  imperative 
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that  societies  shovild  have  access  to  their  members  more  frequently  with 
local  co-operative  and  political  news  than  is  possible  with  a  monthly  record 
or  localised  Wheatsheaf.  It  is  likely,  too,  that  when  the  weekly  co-operative 
paper  contains  four  or  eight  pages  of  local  matter,  the  circulation  of  the 
paper  can  be  increased  enormously  and  thus  enable  the  national  aspects 
of  our  movement  to  be  more  widely  explained  and  understood.  Already, 
dt  lea.'it  one  society  localises  the  Scottish  Co-operator  one  week  each  month, 
and  there  seems  no  good  reason  why  this  method,  with  necessary  modifica- 
tions, should  not  be  widely  applied.  The  Plymouth  Society  issues  a  weekly 
))aper  of  its  own,  and  in  a  few  other  districts  the  co-operative  society  is 
closely  connected  with  a  Labour  paper.  The  number  of  such  attempts 
bo  circulate  weekly  a  paper  with  co-operative  origins  is,  however,  very  small, 
and  the  development  along  these  lines  needs  to  be  accelerated.  This 
acceleration  could  be  secured  by  a  National  Publishing  Society  which  could 
maintain  a  staff  of  correspondents  and  prepare  local  pages,  for  it  is  obvious 
that  more  whole-time  correspondents  and  more  journalistic  capacity  would 
be  required  for  a  weekly  paper  than  is  required  for  the  preparation  of  two 
or  three  pages  of  a  localised  Wheatsheaf. 

Eventually,  a  successful  daily  newspaper  will  become  a  possibility 
in  the  movement ;  and  the  publicatif)n  of  this  paper  would  naturally  fall 
to  the  National  Co-operative  Publishing  Society.  Indeed,  the  formation 
of  sucli  a  society  would  immensely  hasten  the  publication  of  a  daily  paper. 
To  this  society  should  also  fall  the  publication  of  the  new  journals  ajid 
magazines  recommended  by  the  Survey  Conamittee  as  well  as  others  for 
which  openings  will  occur  from  time  to  time  as  the  membership  and  activities 
of  the  movement  increase. 

The  placing  on  the  public  market  of  co-operative  publications  has  been 
tried  with  single  magazines,  but  the  results  have  not  been  considered  very 
satisfactory.  Despite  this  experience,  the  need  for  reaching  the  non- 
co-operative  public  with  co-operative  literature  becomes  ever  more  insistent ; 
and  a  National  Society  with  a  series  of  publications  would  have  a  nauch 
greater  chance  of  success,  particularly  if,  taking  a  wide  view  of  its  functions, 
it  published  magazines  and  other  literature  of  a  general  character  in  addition 
to  its  co-operative  publications.  If  we  keep  in  mind  the  fact  that  co-operative 
progress  is  to  be  measured  principally  by  the  amount  of  employment  we 
provide  under  co-operative  conditions,  we  shall  see  the  importance  of  extend- 
ing our  productive  activities  to  the  production  of  magazines  and  books  at* 
well  as  to  the  production  of  foodstuffs  and  clothing. 

Literature  departments  for  the  sale  of  newspapers,  magazines,  pamphlets, 
and  books  are  likely  to  be  opened  in  an  increasing  niunber  of  retail  societies 
during  the  next  few  years  ;  and  this  development  would  be  accelerated  if 
there  were  formed  a  National  Publishing  Society  from  which  the  retail 
societies  could  draw  supplies  and  to  whom  one  remittance  for  all  purchases 
of  co-operative  literature  could  be  made.  Such  a  society  could  afford  to 
maintain  a  staff  of  travellers  or  representatives  whose  duty  it  would  be  to 
wait  upon  customers  and  assist  in  the  promotion  of  sales. 
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It  seems  likely  that  the  number  of  magazines  for  special  co-operative 
purposes  will  increase  continuously ;  and  whilst  these  meigazines  will 
necessarily  be  edited  and  controlled  by  the  special  organisation  whose 
ititerests  they  represent,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  National  Society  should 
not  be  the  organisation  for  printing  and  publishing  them,  or  at  least  the 
wholesale  agent. 

The  question  of  printing  is  a  somewhat  technical  matter  upon  which 
the  limitations  of  knowledge  and  space  prevent  our  entering  in  this 
memorandum.  With  the  volume  of  trade  which  the  society  could  secure, 
extra  machinery  should  find  full  and  economical  employment,  and  with  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  papers  and  magazines  it  should  be  possible  to 
fix  publication  dates  in  such  a  manner  as  to  distribute  the  work  evenly 
throughout  the  week  or  month. 

Such  a  society  as  we  have  outlined  would  doubtless  need  a  much  greater 
amount  of  capital  than  the  two  newspaper  societies  at  present  possess  ; 
but  we  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  capital  would  be  forthcoming 
when  a  fully-considered  plajx  of  sufficient  scope  was  launched. 

There  are  many  other  matters  that  would  doubtless  arise  in  preparing 
such  a  scheme  ,•  but  these  matters  could  well  be  considered  when  the  scheme 
was  being  prepared.  The  initiative  in  the  first  place  can  probably  best 
be  taken  by  the  two  newspaper  societies,  and  when  they  have  come  to  agree- 
ment regarding  the  principle,  we  are  confident  that  other  matters  will  adjust 
themselves. 

W.  R.  Rae,  Chairman.  j 

A.  Mann.  (      Survey  Educational 

F.  Hali/,  [        Joint        j         Sub-Committee. 

C.  E.  Wood,     )    Secretaries.  / 

Reports  approved  and  adopted  by  General  Co-operative  Survey  Committee. 

(Signed) 

W.  R.  Rae,  Chairman. 

G.  BiSSET. 

W.  H.  Bryant. 
W.  T.  Charter. 
R.  Fleming. 
W.  Gregory. 
R.  Halstead. 
M.  Hunter  (Mrs.) 
A.  Mann. 
W.  Millerchip. 

J.  POLLITT. 

W.  H.  Watkins. 

A.  Whitehead,  General  Secretary. 

P.  Hall.  ^ 

„  TT  Assistant 

T.  HORROCKS. 

0.  E.  Wood.  j        Secretaries. 
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38.     NATIONAL  POLICY. 

At  the  Swansea  Congress  the  Central  Boaixi  submitted  a  statement  of 
National  Co-operative  Policy  and  a  National  Co-operative  Programme  for  the 
Congress  Year  1917-18.  The  policy  and  programme  have  been  discussed  at 
about  fifty  sectional  and  district  conferences  and  other  meetings,  and  a  great 
deal  has  been  done  to  create  opinion  upon  the  subjects  included  in  the  policy 
and  programme.  About  forty  societies  have  amended  their  rules  which 
limited  or  restricted  the  amount  of  share  capital  which  members  might  hold 
in  the  society ;  and  others  are  contemplating  similar  alterations.  These 
alterations  have  been  largely  due  to  the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
policy  and  programme.  Necessary  and  desirable  alterations  have  been  made 
in  both  the  policy  and  programme  in  this,  the  second,  issue.  As  the  full 
National  Programme  was  discussed  last  year,  the  Central  Board  recommend 
that  the  attention  of  the  movement  should  be  concentrated  during  the  coming 
Congress  year  on  the  items  given  in  italics. 

(a)  NATIONAL    CO-OPERATIVE    POLICY. 

(second  year.) 
TJiis  statement  may  be  taken,  if  approved,  as  a  declaration  of  policy 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Co-operative  Union  should  guide  co-operative 
societies  in  their  various  activities.  It  is  not  put  forward  as  a  complete 
statement  of  the  points  upon  which  a  national  policy  might  be  declared ;  but 
as  the  beginning  of  the  formulation  of  such  a  policy.  Revision  and  addition 
r?om  t>me  to  time  will  be  necessary. 


POINTS   OF   THE    POLICY. 

1.  Membership. 

Membership  of  a  retail  distributive  society  should  be  oj>en,  i.e.,  member- 
ship should  be  permitted  to  as  many  members  of  a  family  as  care 
to  join. 

2.  Entrance  Fees. 

To  be  low. 

3.  Capital. 

No  restrictions  on  the  accumulation  of  capital,  either  by  fixing  a  limit 
to  the  amount  a  member  may  hold. 

Members  to  be  required  to  hold  at  least  the  minimum  amount  of  share 
capital  required  by  the  iniles  of  their  society. 

The  removal  of  the  £200  limit  now  imposed  by  the  Industrial  and  Provi- 
dent Societies  Acts  upon  members'  share  holding. 

The  development  of  small-savings  banks. 

The  removal  of  the  restriction  of  £20  limit  on  small-savings  deposits  oi 
the  increase  of  the  present  maximum  to  £50. 

4.  Prices. 

Prices  not  to  exceed  the  current  prices  of  the  district. 
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5.  Reserve  Funds. 

Reserve  funds  to  equal  at  least  20  per  cent  of  share  and  loan  capital. 

6.  Credit. 

Cash  pajonents  in  all  transactions. 

7.  Depreciation. 

Depreciation  to  be  at  the  rate  of  at  least  2^  per  cent  on  buildings  and 
shops ;  10  per  cent  on  fixed  stock  and  plant ;  and  20  per  cent  on 
rolling  stock.       Depreciation  to  be  based  on  original  values. 

8.  Labour. 

The  payment  of  at  least  the  trade-union  district  rate  of  wages  for  the 
occupation,  or  the  minimum  rates  as  approved  by  Congress  from  time 
to  time,  whichever  is  higher.  The  recognition  of  the  trade-union 
local  standard  of  hours  and  general  conditions  of  labour  as  a  mini- 
mum in  each  occupation, 

9.  Overlapping. 

The  removal  of  overlapping.  The  marking  of  boundaries  or  the  amalga- 
mation of  competing  societies  where  boundaries  cannot  be  fixed  or 
where  amalgamation  will  lead  to  greater  efficiency. 

10.  Raw  Materuls. 

The  acquisition  and  co-operative  ownership  of  sources  of  supply  of  raw 
materials. 

11.  Education. 

The  encouragement  and  development  of  co-operative  education. 

12.  Housing. 

The  better  housing  of  th©  people. 

13.  Political  Programme. 

The  achievement  of  the  co-operative  political  programme  adopted  at  the 
London  Emergency  Conference,  October,  1917. 

14.  Parliamentary  Representation. 

The  direct  representation  of  co-operators  in  Parliament  and  on  local 
governing  and  administrative  bodies. 

(b)  POINTS  FOR  A   NATIONAL   CO-OPERATIVE  PROGRAMME 
FOR  THE  CONGRESS  YEAR,  1918-1919. 

{It  is  suggested  that  attention  during  the  year  be  concentrated  on  the  items 

given  in  italics.) 
Membership. 

Open  membership  to  be  encouraged.        Societies  to  be  circularised  and 
visitod.       Efforts  to  be  made  to  increase  membership. 
Capital. 

Societies  to  be  urged  to  persuade  members  to  deposit  capital  and  leavt 
their  dividends  and  interest  with  their  society.  Societies  to  be 
pressed  to  establish  or  develop  small-savings  banks,  and  to  remove 
all  restriction  on  the  accumulation  of  share  and  loan  capital. 
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Trade  and  Loyalty. 

Societies  to  be  urged  to  appoint  canvassers  to  keep  in  touch  with  their 
members,  particularly  when  their  purchases  are  falling;  and  to 
stimulate  loyalty  by  educational  work  and  by  improving  business 
efficiency. 

Business  Efficiency. 

Societies  to  be  urged  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  their  business  administra- 
tion by  keeping  in  touch  with  new  and  improved  methods,  by 
encouraging  the  technical  training  of  their  employees,  and  by 
securing  better  co-ordination  between  various  departments. 

DfiPRBCIATION  and  RESERVES. 

Societies  to  be  urged  to  depreciate  liberally  and  increase  reserves. 
Dividends  and  Prices. 

Societies  to  be  recommended  not  to  increase  dividends,  but  to  keep  prices 
down. 

Extensions  after  the  War. 

Societies   to   be  pressed  to  prepare   schemes  for  extending   co-operative 
distributive  and  productive  activities  when  the  war  is  over. 
Insurance  and  Banking. 

The    undertaking    of    propaganda    for    the    extension    of    co-operative 
insurance  and  banking. 
Education. 

Stimulating  all  forms  of  educational  effort,  including  salesmen's  classes, 

lectures  to  managers,  and  lectures  to  committees. 
Securing  a  better  connection  and  greater  co-ordination  of  effort  between 
the  general  committee,  the  education  committee,  and  other  organisa- 
tions of  retail  distributive  societies. 
Propaganda  to  be  carried  on  to  create  public  opinion  in  favour  of  a  greatly 
improved  system  of  national  education. 
Propaganda,  Organisation,  and  Administration. 

Arrangement  of  a  national  propaganda  to  increase  membership,  capital, 

and  trade  (see  special  scheme). 
Appointment  of  organisers  on  the  Union  staff  for  propaganda,  organising, 
and  administrative  purposes. 
After- War  Problems. 

Arranging    conferences    on    after-war    problems    for    the    discussion    of 
specially-prepared    papers,    read    usucdly    by    the    trained    persons 
mentioned  below. 
Arranging  classes  on  after-war  problems;  the  Co-operative  Union — 

(a)  To  arrange  classes  for  training  speakers  and  teachers  of  classes  in 

this  subject,  and 

(b)  To  arrange  (jointly  with  local  societies)  members'  classes  in  this 

subject  all  over  the  country,  to  be  taught  by  the  teachers  trained 
as  suggested  above. 
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HOXJSIMO. 

The  creation  of  amnion  in  regard  to  the  better  housing  of  the,  people. 
Income  Tax. 

Preparation  and  circulation  of  literature  on  this  subject. 

An-angement  of  meetings,  lectures,  and  classes  on  this  subject  all  over 

the   country,    to   be   taken    by    the    trained    speakers    and    teachers 

suggested  below. 
Arrangement  of  training  classes  for  speakers  and  teachers  to  be  employed 

for  lectures,  conferences,  and  classes  on  Income  Tax. 

LiTEBATUEE. 

The  preparation  of  necessary  literature  required  for  carrying  out  the 
above  programme,  and  particularly  the  preparation  of  papers  on — 

(a)  The  National  Programme  and  its  Realisation. 

(b)  After-War  Problems. 

(c)  Co-operative  Capital. 

(d)  Housing. 
Geneeal. 

The  programme  to  be  first  discussed  by  the  United  Board,  the  Sectional 
Boards,  and  Congress ;  and  afterwards  by  the  Sectional  Boards  with 
their  District  Association  Executives,  and  by  these  executives  with 
the  committees  of  the  societies  in  their  district. 

The  General  Secretary  of  the  Union  to  confer  with  Sectional  Secretaries 
and  explain  and  discuss  methods  of  carrying  out  the  programme. 

The  papers  prepared  on  the  programme  to  be  discussed  at  least  once  by 
each  section  and  district  conference  association.  Organisers  to  be 
appointed  on  the  Union  staff  and  to  be  employed  in  visiting  societies 
in  the  various  sections  to  assist  in  carrj^ing  out  the  national  pro- 
gramme, keeping  in  touch  with  the  sectional  boards  and  the  Union 
headquarters.  Frequent  conferences  to  be  held  of  all  sectional  secre- 
taries and  organisers  with  headquarters  staff. 

39.    CONCILIATION   BOARDS. 

The  district  Conciliation  Boards  have  in  some  districts  been  kept  busy, 
aa  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  cases  following.  In  several  instances  the 
district  boards  have  failed  to  agree  upon  a  settlement,  therefore,  under  the 
rules,  the  matters  in  dispute  have  been  referred  to  the  National  Board  for 
consideration.  In  two  instances  the  National  Board  has  undertaken  to 
adjudicate  upon  questions  in  dispute  without  these  being  first  submitted  to 
the  district  boards,  which  course  is  slightly  irregular  under  the  rules  and 
regulations  governing  the  Conciliation  Board,  but  the  circumstances  were 
exceptional. 

The  National  Conciliation  Board  has  had  remitted  to  it  for  settlement 
the  following  cases  : — 

(1)  From  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  in  the  Western  Section,  on  behalf 
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of  39  societies  in  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  District,  an  application  by 
the  A.U.C.E.,  for  improved  wages  and  conditions  of  labour.  Mr.  A.  W. 
Tyler  was  appointed  as  the  independent  chairman.  The  Board  sat  at  Cardiff 
and  heard  evidence  of  representatives  from  the  A.U.C.E.  and  from  the  Hours 
and  Wages  Board.  This  meeting  was  held  on  22nd  and  23rd  August,  but  the 
Board  being  unable  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  an  adjourned  meeting  wae  held 
in  Manchester  on  5th  September,  1917,  when  upon  some  of  the  points  in 
dispute  the  Board  came  to  agreement,  remitting  the  remainder  to  tlie 
independent  chairman  to  determine  as  arbitrator. 

(2)  From  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  of  the  Rossendale  District  on 
behalf  of  15  societies  in  that  district,  on  an  application  of  the  A.U.C.E.  for 
an  increased  war  bonus.  I\Ir.  A.  J.  Aehton,  K.C.,  was  appointed  as 
independent  chairman.  The  case  was  heard  in  Manchester,  when  representa- 
tives from  both  sides  were  heard,  but  after  consideration  the  Board  could  not 
agree  upon  the  amount  of  bonus  to  be  paid,  so  referred  the  question  to  the 
independent  chairman  for  him  to  determine. 

(3)  The  Yorkshire  District  Conciliation  Board  refeiTed  a  case  to  this 
Board  for  consideration,  that  Board  having  been  unable  to  agree  upon  the 
question  in  dispute.  This  was  a  demand  by  the  A.U.C.E.  upon  the  societies 
in  the  Dewsbury  district  for  an  increased  war  bonus.  The  National  Board 
met  at  Dewsbury  on  Wth  December,  1917,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr. 
W.  A.  Robertson,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour.  Again 
the  Board  could  not  come  to  agreement,  so  left  the  question  as  to  the  amount 
of  war  bonus  to  be  paid  to  the  independent  chairman  for  decision. 

(4)  The  Northern  District  Conciliation  Board  having  failed  to  agree  upon 
a  case  submitted  to  them  for  consideration  by  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board 
on  a  demand  of  the  A.U.C.E.  for  an  increased  war  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the 
Hartlepools  Co-operative  Society,  this  matter  was  remitted  to  the  National 
Board,  which  met  at  Stockton-on-Tees  on  25th  February,  1918.  The  Ministry 
of  Labour  had  notified  the  secretaries  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Robertson  had  been 
appointed  to  act  as  independent  chairman,  but  owing  to  that  gentleman  not 
receiving  notice  of  his  appointment  in  time  he  did  not  attend,  and  sent  a 
telegram  which  was  received  whilst  the  Board  was  sitting,  expressing  his 
regret  and  would  be  prepai-ed  to  come  next  day.  The  parties  concerned 
agreed  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  committee,  so  the  case  was  proceeded 
with,  Mr.  W.  Gregory  being  appointed  as  chairman.  Evidence  was  given  by 
both  sides,  and  eventually  it  was  agreed  by  both  parties  represented  on  the 
Board  to  an  increase  of  war  bonus,  but  slightly  below  the  amount  demanded. 
This  increase  was  not  to  apply  to  substituted  female  labour,  as  sepai'ate 
negotiations  had  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  whole  of  the  Northern  Section. 

(5)  The  Lancashire  District  Conciliation  Board  referred  a  matter  in 
dispute  between  the  A.U.C.E.  and  18  societies  in  the  Oldham  District  to  this 
Board  for  consideration.  The  Board  met  on  27th  February,  1918,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Robertson  as  independent  chairman.  This  was  a 
demand  by  the  A.U.C.E.  for  an  additional  war  bonus  on  behalf  of  all  its 
members  except  departmental  managers.      Evidence  was  given  on  behalf  of 
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the  A.U.C.E.  and  the  Oldham  District  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  after  which 
the  case  was  fully  considered,  but  the  Board  could  not  come  to  a  mutual 
agreement  so  far  as  regai-ds  the  amount  of  bonus  to  be  paid,  the  matter  was 
therefore  left  to  the  chairman  for  his  decision. 

At  this  meeting  the  question  of  hearing  future  cases  wae  considered,  and 
it  was  agreed — "  That  in  future,  meetings  of  the  National  Conciliation  Board 
be  held  in  Manchester  for  the  cases  remitted  on  behalf  of  the  societies  in 
England,  Noi'th  Wales,  and  Ireland  ;  in  Glasgow  for  Scotland  ;  and  in  Cardiff 
for  South  Wales." 

(6)  In  consequence  of  having  failed  to  reach  a  settlement  upon  a  dispute 
between  the  A.U.C.E.  and  the  Chester,  Ellesmere  Port,  Garston,  and  Port 
Sunlight  Co-operative  Societies,  in  which  the  Union  asked  that  the  terms  rf 
the  award  made  by  the  Lancashire  Conciliation  Board  in  the  Liverpool  area, 
should  be  made  applicable  to  the  aforementioned  societies,  this  case  was 
remitted  to  the  National  Board  for  decision. 

The  Board  met  on  10th  April,  1918,  at  Holyoake  House,  Manchester, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Robertson  as  independent  chairman. 
After  hearing  evidence  from  both  sides  the  Board  were  eventually  able  to 
come  to  a  mutual  decision  as  to  the  rates  of  increase  to  be  paid  to  the 
employees. 

The  following  cases  have  been  coneidered  by  the  various  district  Conciliation 
Boards  : — 

(a)  Midland. 

(1)  At  Leicester,  on  30th  April,  1917,  to  consider  a  claim  by  the  A.U.C.E. 
for  an  increase  of  war  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  Leicester  Co-operative  Society 
to  its  employees.      An  agreement  was  arrived  at. 

(2)  At  the  request  of  the  A.U.C.E.  and  the  Hinckley  Society  a  meeting 
was  held  on  18th  June,  1917,  to  consider  the  demands  for  an  increased  war 
bonus.      In  this  case  the  Board  came  to  an  amicable  settlement. 

(3)  A  question  in  dispute  as  to  the  demand  of  the  A.U.C.E.  for  an 
increased  war  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  Walsall  Society  was  considered  on  2nd 
July,  1917,  and  again  the  Board  were  able  to  settle  the  dispute. 

(4)  A  meeting  was  held  on  231x1  July,  1917,  to  consider  the  claims  of  the 
A.U.C.E.  for  an  increased  war  bonus  to  be  paid  by  the  Derby  Co-operative 
Society,  and  an  agreement  was  come  to. 

(5)  The  next  case  was  a  claim  against  the  Burton-on-Trent  Society  for 
the  rates  of  war  bonus  to  be  increased.  The  Board  met  on  14th  August,  1917, 
and  eventually  were  able  to  agree  on  the  amount  to  be  paid. 

(6)  The  Board  met  at  Shrewsbury  on  29th  December,  1917,  to  consider  a 
claim  by  the  A.U.C.E.  for  an  increased  war  bonus  to  be  paid  by  twelve 
societies  in  the  Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales  District  Association.  The  Board 
gave  an  awaixi,  classifying  the  societies  in  two  groups  and  paying  a  varying 
rate  to  each  group. 
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(7)  An  application  made  by  the  A.U.C.E.  on  behalf  of  the  employees  of 
the  Rugby  Society  for  an  increased  war  bonus  was  considered  on  13th  March, 
1918,  and  an  inclusive  war  bonus  was  given  to  date  from  9th  February. 

(6)  Northern. 

(1)  The  first  case  heard  by  this  Board  was  an  application  by  the  A.U.C.E. 
for  an  all-round  advance  of  wages  and  a  war  bonus  for  all  employees,  including 
substituted  females,  to  be  paid  by  the  Maryport  Society.  The  Board  met  ct 
Carlisle  to  hear  evidence,  and  afterwards  met  in  Newcastle  to  consider  the 
awai'd,  aii-d,  as  a  i-esult,  an  advance  was  given  to  all  excepting  the  substituted 
females. 

(2)  An  application  was  made  to  the  St.  Anthony's  Co-operative  Society 
by  the  A.U.C.E.,  on  behalf  of  its  members,  for  an  all-round  advance.  The 
Boaixl  met  at  Newcastle  on  15th  December,  1917,  and  considered  the  demands, 
eventually  deciding  upon  a  war  booius,  and  the  society  promised  that  all 
employees'  wages  would  be  made  up  to  the  district  union  minimum  and  bhe 
rates  set  forth  in  the  district  substituted  female  labour  arrangements. 

(3)  The  next  case  considered  by  the  Board  was  for  an  increased  war  bonus 
to  be  paid  by  the  Hartlepools  Society.  The  Board  met  on  two  occasions,  but 
were  unable  to  come  to  a  settlement,  therefore  referred  the  matter  to  the 
National  Boai'd  for  decision. 

(c)  North-Western — Lancashire  District. 

(1)  An  application  by  the  A.U.C.E.  for  increases  in  wages  or  war  bonuses, 
from  the  Birkenhead,  Liverpool,  St.  Helens,  and  Warrington  societies,  was 
ooiusidered  on  9th  October,  1917,  and  it  was  agreed  that  any  advances  conceded 
should  be  in  the  form  of  an  additional  war  bonus,  and  inclusive  scales  were 
fixed  for  different  classes  of  workers. 

(2)  The  A.U.C.E.,  having  made  an  application  to  the  Bolton  Co-operative 
Society  for  an  additional  war  bonus,  to  which  the  society  objected,  the  matter 
in  dispute  was  remitted  to  this  Board  for  consideration.  The  Board  met  on 
2nd  November,  1917.  The  case  was  considered  and  an  award  given  which 
excluded  craft  workers  whose  union  had  secured  or  was  negotiating  bonuses 
or  higher  rates  of  wages;  also  substituted  female  labour. 

(3)  Lancaster  Society,  having  received  an  application  for  an  additional 
war  bonus  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  A.U.C.E.  to  which  they  could 
not  agree,  referred  the  question  to  this  Boaxid.  The  Board  met  on  24th 
December,  1917,  to  consider  the  application,  and  came  to  a  settlement. 

(4)  The  A.U.C.E.  having  made  application  to  the  Crewe  Society  for  an 
inclusive  war  bonus  of  15s.  per  week  to  adult  males,  10s.  to  adult  females, 
9s.  to  junior  males  (16  to  21  years  of  age),  7s.  to  junior  males  (14  to  16  yea.TS 
of  age)  and  to  junior  females  (14  to  21  years  of  age),  the  society  could  not 
see  its  way  to  grant  the  demand,  so  referred  the  question  to  the  Board, 
which  met  on  16th  January,  1918,  and  an  arrangement  was  come  to.  This 
excluded  certain  classes  of  employees. 

(5)  An  application  made  to  the  Oldham  District  Hours  and  Wa.ges  Board 
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by  th«  A.U.C.E.  on  behalf  of  the  employees  engaged  in  eighteen  societies 
in  that  district,  for  an  increase  of  wages,  was  referred  by  that  Board  to 
this  Lancashire  Dietrict  Conciliation  Board.  The  Board  met  at  Holyoake 
House,  heard  evidence  from  both  sides,  but  could  not  agree,  therefore  referred 
tile  matter  to  the  National  Conciliation  Board. 

(6)  A  case  was  remitted  to  the  Board  for  consideration  of  an  application 
by  the  A.U.C.E.  for  increased  war  bonus  to  the  employees  of  the  Chester, 
Ellesmere  Port,  Garston,  and  Port  Sunlight  societies.  The  Board  met  on 
two  occasions,  but  failed  to  agree  ais  to  the  amount  to  be  paid,  therefore 
referred  the  case  for  the  decision  of  the  National  Conciliation  Board. 

YoRKSHiBE  District. 

(1)  A  case  heard  before  last  Congress,  but  too  late  for  inclusion  in  the 
report,  was  on  behalf  of  the  employees  of  Hebden  Bridge  Society  for  the 
abolition  of  the  then  existing  wai'  bonus  and  for  an  increase.  The  Board 
decided  to  abolish  the  then  existing  war  bonus  and  gave  a  graduated  increase 
to  all  employee  members  of  the  A.U.C.E. 

(2)  A  similar  application  to  the  above  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  employees 
of  York  Society,  and  a  new  scale  of  bonus  fixed. 

(3)  An  application  on  behalf  of  the  employees  of  the  societies  affiliated 
to  the  Airedale  District  Hours  and  Wages  Board  was  heard  at  Bradford,  when 
the  question  of  war  bonus  and  the  number  of  hours  worked  was  considered 
and  a  settlement  arrived  at. 

A  further  meeting  of  the  Boai'd  was  held  to  consider  questions  as  to 
interpretation  and  whether  the  award  applied  to  the  Keighley  Society. 

(4)  On  behalf  of  the  employees  of  Brighouse  Society  an  application  was 
made.  The  Board  met  on  two  occasions  and  eventually  decided  upon  in 
additional  war  bonus  and  a  special  scale  of  wages  to  certain  departmental 
workers,  excluding  certain  craft  workers. 

(5)  The  A.U.C.E.,  on  behalf  of  the  societies  in  the  Dewsbury  district, 
made  an  application  for  an  increase  of  wages  for  the  whole  of  its  members 
engaged  by  the  societies  in  that  area.  The  question  was  considered  by  the 
Board  at  three  meetings,  but  were  unable  to  arrive  at  a  settlement,  so  remitted 
the  whole  case  to  the  National  Board  for  decision. 

(d)  Scottish. 
Since  the  last  report  was  prepared  the  Scottish  District  Board  has  con- 
sidered the  following  cases  and  in  each  instance  has  been  able  to  airive  at  a 
settlement  :— 

(1)  The  A.U.C.E.  made  an  application  to  the  Bo'ness  Society  for  an 
advance  of  25  per  cent  on  wages.  The  society  made  an  offer,  which  was 
declined,  and  the  case  therefore  remitted  to  the  Board  for  consideration,  and 
a  vai'ying  percentage  rate  of  increase  was  eventually  agreed  upon. 

(2)  On  5th  March,  1918,  the  Board  met  at  Bathgate  to  consider  a  claim 
of  the  A.U.C.E.  for  the  introduction  of  a  new  scale  of  wages,  while  the  Bath- 
gate   Society    offered    to   recognise    the    minimum    scales    applicable   to    the 
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Armadale  and  West  Benhar  eocieties  at  the  present  time.  Some  years 
previously  the  three  societies  had  been  under  the  same  agreement,  but  this 
had  been  allowed  to  lapse  in  the  case  of  Bathgate.  The  case  was  carefully 
considered,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  proposed  minimum  wages  scale  should 
not  be  considered,  but  that  a  war  bonus  should  be  paid  and  an  agreement 
was  come  to  as  to  amount.  The  whole  case  to  be  again  reviewed,  along  with 
an  application  made  to  Armadale  and  West  Benhar  societies. 

(e)  Southern. 
The  Southern  District  Board  has  only  had  one  case  remitted  to  it  for 
consideration,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  an  agreement  was  come  to.  The 
claim  was  made  by  the  A.U.C.E.  against  the  Ipswich  Society  for  a  revised 
war  bonus.  The  Board  met  at  the  Co-operative  Union  Offices,  London,  in 
order  to  hear  evidence  from  both  sides,  and  afterwards,  as  previously  stated, 
agreed  to  the  rates  to  be  paid. 

(/)  South-Western  and  Western. 
No  cases  have  been  referred  to  the  South- Weatem  or  Western  District 
Boards. 

40.  HOURS  AND  WAGES  BOARDS. 

Hours  and  Wages  Boards  have  now  been  formed  in  all  districts  or 
sections,  and  in  many  instances  have  been  most  useful  in  settling  claims  made 
by  employees  or  unions.  No  doubt  as  these  get  in  proper  working  order 
greater  use  will  be  made  of  them  and  thus  obviate  so  many  matters  being 
remitted  to  the  Conciliation  Boards. 

41.     WAR  EMERGENCY:  WORKERS'  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE. 

Activity  during  the  year  has  been  largely  directed  to  questions  concerned 
with  food  supply.  In  this,  as  in  other  matters,  the  committee  has  been 
throughout  considerably  in  advance  of  the  Government,  which  is  now 
beginning  to  adopt  measures  that  should  have  been  in  force  two  or  three 
years  ago. 

On  1st  Januai'y,  1917,  a  deputation  met  Lord  Devonport  and  urged  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  registration  of  sugar  consumers  by  the  various  retailers 
in  the  country.  Many  co-operative  societies  had  already  taken  steps  to  ration 
their  customers  on  this  principle,  with  success.  To  the  deputation  it  seemed 
quite  possible  that  such  a  scheme  could  be  extended  to  other  articles  of  food 
of  which  there  might  be  a  shortage.  (At  this  meeting  it  was  ascertained  that 
the  Sugar  Commission  had  made  no  attempt  to  vary  the  allocation  of  supplies 
to  different  districts  to  meet  the  shifting  of  population  from  rural  and  other 
districts  to  munition  areas.)  On  1st  January,  1918,  twelve  months  after  the 
deputation  met  Lord  Devonport,  the  National  Sugar  Rationing  scheme  was 
adopted.  The  success  with  which  it  has  been  attended  fully  justifies  the 
committee's  advocacy. 
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Communal  kitchens  were  suggested  by  the  committee  ae  a  means  of 
economising  both  food  and  labour.  The  Food  Controller  has  professed  to  be 
anxious  to  see  them  instituted,  but  has,  unfortunately,  not  used  his  influence 
to  make  them  a  part  of  the  public  or  municipal  services  of  the  country.  At 
the  time  this  report  is  written  they  are  dependent  on  voluntary  effort,  and 
little  progress  is  being  made  as  a  consequence. 

Tho  committee  has  issued  leaflets  dealing  with  various  subjects.  One  was 
concerned  with  the  question  of  profiteering,  and  contained  many  striking  facts 
respecting  the  enormous  sums  acquired  during  the  war  by  a  class  which  was 
already  too  wealthy.  A  demand  for  inquiry  into  the  whole  subject  was 
formulated.  Another  leaflet  dealt  with  the  establishment  of  Food  Vigilance 
Committees.  It  had  a  wide  circulation,  and  many  of  these  bodies  have  since 
come  into  existence. 

Proposals  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  respect  to  the  provision  of 
milk  for  infants,  young  children,  and  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  were 
adopted  by  the  Govei'nment  with  most  unusual  promptness.  The  Milk 
(Mothers  and  Children)  Order  was  issued  on  8th  February,  1918. 

The  committee  has  been  the  means  of  saving  large  sums  of  money  to 
working-class  householders  by  taking  action  under  the  Rent  and  Mortgage 
Interest  (War  Restriction)  Act.  A  test  case  was  carried  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  where  an  adverse  decision  was  registered.  An  opportunity  arose, 
however,  of  amending  the  Rent  Restriction  Act,  of  which  prompt  advantage 
was  taken.  It  is  stated  that  in  the  Birmingham  area  alone  the  rent  of  over 
60,000  working-class  houses,  out  of  a  total  of  150,000,  had  been  increased. 
In  another  town,  nearly  £25,000  has  been  recovered  on  behalf  of  tenants. 

A  national  convention  to  discuss  the  food  shortage  was  held  in  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the 
Labour  Pai'ty  Executive,  when  a  comprehensive  resolution  was  carried 
embodying  the  following  points  : — (1)  Protest  against  delay  in  organising  an 
equitable  system  of  distribution ;  (2)  demand  for  equal  rationing  amongst 
all  families  without  distinction  of  wealth  or  class;  (3)  demand  for  a  system 
of  registered  orders,  filed  by  registered  retailers,  supplied  by  registered  whole- 
salers, backed  by  the  guarantee  of  the  Food  Controller  that  the  whole  available 
supply  shall  be  distributed  each  week  in  exact  proportion,  the  system  to  include 
all  foodstuffs  of  which  there  may  be  a  shortage ;  (4)  pressure  for  an  organised 
supply  of  milk  to  all  nursing  motheo-s  and  to  children ;  (5)  it  finally  warned  the 
Government  very  gravely  that  organised  workmen  would  not  submit  to 
Government  inefficiency  in  its  primary  functions  of  assuring  the  food  supply, 
still  less  any  favour  to  private  shopkeepers  or  the  w&U-to-do  classes. 
Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  temporally  and  regrettable  severance  of  relation- 
ships, the  co-operative  movement  was  not  officially  concerned  in  this  important 
convention. 

The  committee  continues  to  issue  its  memorandum  showing  the  increased 
cost  of  living,  which  has  been  so  frequently  made  use  of  by  speakers  and 
writers,  and  has  had  so  much  influence  in  arousing  public  indignation.       The 
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latest  edition  shows  that  the  purchasing  power  of  a  sovereign  expended  on 
food  has  been  reduced  to  only  9s.  6d. 

The  terrible  nature  of  the  burden  that  will  be  thrust  upon  the  people  by 
war  costs  has  engaged  the  careful  attention  of  the  Workers'  Committee,  with 
the  result  that  proposals  have  been  put  forward  for  the  "  Conscription  of 
Wealth,"  for  which  support  has  been  forthcoming  from  the  Trades  Union 
Congress,  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  Miners'  Federation  Executive.  A  joint 
deputation  waited  upon  Mr.  Bonar  Law,  who  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
adoption  of  the  proposals  after  the  war  might  become  a  matter  of  practical 
politics.  Since  the  proposals  were  put  forward  by  the  committee  they  have 
obtained  a  very  large  measure  of  support.  At  the  heart  of  this  suggestion 
lies  the  question  of  virtual  slavery  or  comparative  freedom  for  the  worker. 

M.  A.   Gasson. 

B.  WnxiAMs. 

42.     NATIONAL  EMERGENCY  CONFERENCE. 

The  Swansea  Congress  gave  instructions  that  certain  grievances,  under 
which  the  co-operative  movement  was  suffering,  should  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Government.  The  Joint  Pai'liamentary  Committee  sought  an 
interview  with  the  Prime  Minister,  but  unsuccessfully.  The  points  proposed 
to  lay  before  him  were,  the  treatment  of  the  co-operative  movement  at  the 
hands  of  military  tribunals;  the  position  (past  and  present)  with  regard  to 
Excess  Profits  Duty  and  Income  Tax ;  the  neglect  of  the  Government  to  use 
the  experience  and  resources  of  the  co-operative  organisations  of  the  country 
for  national  purposes  during  the  present  crisis;  and  ite  failure  to  give  any 
adequate  representation  to  the  movement  on  the  many  administrative  and 
advisory  committees  which  had  been  set  up. 

The  failure  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  to  obtain  that  recognition 
to  which  the  movement  is  entitled  resulted  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the  United 
Board  with  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  consider  what  steps  should  be 
taken  to  demand  a  hearing,  and  it  was  decided  to  convene  a  special  Emergency 
Conference  and  hold  this  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Houses  of  Parliament. 

A  conference  was  duly  arranged  and  held  in  the  Central  Hall,  Westminster, 
on  17th  and  18th  October,  1917.  Mr.  T.  W.  Allen  was  appointed  chairman, 
and  about  900  delegates  attended:  This  conference  was  frequently  referred 
to  as  an  "  epoch  making  "  conference.  So  it  was.  Questions  of  vital 
importance  to  the  co-operative  movement  were  discussed  in  a  businesslike  way, 
and  the  unanimity  which  prevailed,  except  on  matters  of  detail,  was  a  sign 
which  could  not  be  mistaken  that  the  delegates  knew  their  goal  and  that  if 
at  all  possible  they  were  determined  to  reach  it. 

'  In  addition  to  the  matters  mentioned  above,  other  important  questions 
were  dealt  with  and  resolution  submitted  thereon.  (1)  "The  attitude  of  the 
Prime  Minister  towards  the  Co-operative  Movement"  ;  (2)  "  Co-operators  on 
Service  "  ;    (3)  "  Women  and  the  Franchise  "  ;    (4)  "  The  Effect  of  Controlled 
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Prices  on  Co-operative  Service  " ;  (5)  "  Trade-unionism  and  Co-operators, 
including  the  statement  of  objects  to  be  furthered  and  attained  by  the  United 
Advisory  Council  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators";  (6)  "Scheme  for 
securing  Co-operative  Representation  in  Parliament  and  on  Local  Municipal 
and  Administrative  Bodies  "  ;  (7)  "  Resolution  of  Policy."  A  report  of  this 
Emergency  Conference  has  been  issued,  including  a  report  of  the  deputation 
to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  can  be  obtained  from  the  Co-operative  Union, 
price  3d,  postage  extra. 


43.     HOUSING  AFTER  THE  WAR. 

The  Ministiy  of  Reconstruction  has  been  considering  various  problems  of 
reconstruction  after  the  war.  Among  others  is  the  housing  problem.  The 
Ministi'y  is  anxious  to  consider  all  possible  schemes  and  possible  agents 
through  which  housing  accommodation  could  be  provided  rapidly  immediately 
after  the  conclusion  of  peace. 

The  Co-opei-ative  Union  received  an  invitation  to  send  representatives  to 
confer  with  representatives  of  the  Ministry  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
how  far,  and  in  what  way,  co-operative  societies  would  be  willing  to  assist  in 
this  national  problem,  and  in  what  way  assistance  might  be  granted  to 
societies  for  this  purpose.  The  Board  accepted  the  invitation  and  appointed 
Meesrs.  G.  Goodenough,  F.  Hayward,  W.  H.  Watkins,  W.  B.  Neville 
(Woolwich),  and  the  General  Secretary  as  the  representatives. 

This  deputation  met  the  representatives  of  the  Ministry  on  23rd  January, 
1918,  and  submitted  a  statement  prepared  by  the  Genei'al  Secretary  with 
regard  to  housebuilding  by  co-operative  societies.  This  showed  that  the 
societies  (a)  owned  houses  and  let  them  to  members,  (b)  built  houses  and  sold 
them  to  members,  (c)  advanced  money  to  members  to  purchase  houses — the 
latter  the  most  usual. 

The  question  of  the  housing  position  after  the  war  was  then  discussed  in 
general.  The  deputation  urged  that  it  was  important  to  prevent  landlords 
of  existing  houses  from  getting  increased  rents  owing  to  the  higher  cost  of 
building  new  houses  after  the  war.  The  general  principle  laid  down  by  the 
deputation  was  that  housing  must  be  undertaken  in  the  interests  of  the  people 
living  in  the  houses,  and  that  if  the  State  did  not  give  sufficient  financial 
assistance  towards  the  cost  of  building,  the  rents  of  the  new  houses  would 
be  considerably  in  excess  of  present  rents  of  the  old  ones,  and  the  landlords 
of  the  old  ones  would  thus  be  able  to  greatly  inca-ease  rents.  Further,  that 
the  grant  should  be  sufficient  to  enable  houses  to  be  built  at  a  cost  not 
greater  than  pre-war  cost,  and  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  the  State  to 
control  the  supply  of  materials.  Priority  should  be  given  to  the  building 
of  factories,  working-class  houses,  and  other  productive  enterprises. 

With  regard  to  production  of  materials,  it  was  urged  that  it  would  be 
desirable  to  get  stock  made  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  and  it  was 
pointed  out  that  German  prisoners  could  be  turned  on  to  this  work. 
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The  deputation  urged  that  similar  grants  to  those  made  to  municipalities 
for  housing  purposes  should  be  made  to  societies. 

It  was  suggested  that  loans  would  be  necessaxy  from  the  State  and  that 
these  should  be  utilised  (a)  for  building  houses  which  the  members  would 
pui-chase  by  means  of  instalments,  and  {b)  the  building  of  houses  which  would 
remain  in  the  ownership  of  the  individual  co-operative  society,  but  be  let  to 
its  members.  The  loan  should  be  equivalent  to  90  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  the 
houses,  and  might  be  made  through  the  Banking  Department  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society  to  the  local  society.  The  deputation  offered  this  as  a 
suggestion,  but  could  not  bind  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  as  they 
were  not  authorised  to  speak  on  its  behalf,  but  thought  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  would  be  agreeable,  provided,  of  course,  that  the  societies 
to  whom  the  advances  were  made  were  authorised  societies  affiliated  to  the 
Co-operative  Union,  who  woiHd  vouch  for  their  not  being  bogus  societies. 

Several  matters  of  detail  were  discussed,  and  the  deputation  stated  they 
did  not  think  any  objection  would  be  raised  by  the  societies  to  restrictions 
being  made  as  to  the  number  of  houses  to  the  acre,  lay-out,  &c.,  but  thought 
they  would  welcome  such  proposals.  It  was  further  urged  that  co-operative 
societies  should  have  direct  powers  of  compulsory  purchase  of  land  at  a  fair 
price  by  a  speedy  method,  and  believed  that,  generally  speaking,  housing 
would  be  done  as  well,  or  even  better,  by  co-operative  eocietiea  than  by 
mimicipalities. 


44.     ORGANISATION    OF    ALLOTMENTS    AND 
ALLOTMENT    HOLDERS. 

Owing  to  the  prevailing  shortage  of  food  and  the  Government  appeal  for  the 
establishment  of  allotment  gardens,  the  Co-operative  Union  issued  a  circular 
to  societies  urging  them  to  give  assistance  by  organising  the  present  allotment 
holders  and  stimulating  the  demand  for  more  land. 

Along  with  the  circular  a  pamphlet  containing  hints  and  suggestions  to 
allotment  holders  was  issued  which  has  been  exceptionally  well  received,  as  it 
contained  some  most  valuable  suggestions  useful  to  allotment  holders.  Over 
32,000  copies  of  this  pamphlet  have  been  printed  and  demands  are  still  being 
received  for  further  supplies. 

A  plan  has  been  agreed  upon  between  the  Wholesale  Societies  and  a  number 
of  societies  by  which  allotment  holders  can  bulk  their  orders  through  the  local 
societies  to  the  Wholesale  Societies'  Agricultural  Departments.  The  goods  are 
sent  direct  to  the  allotment  holders  and  payment  can  be  made  to  the  local 
co-operative  society,  which  will  allow  about  20  per  cent  off  the  retail  prices 
shown  in  the  catalogues. 

This  is  a  work  in  which  co-operative  societies  can  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
country  at  no  great  effort  or  expense  to  themselves,  therefore  all  societies  are 
earnestly  requested  to  give  the  question  consideration. 
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BENEVOLENT    FUNDS. 


45.    THE  BLANDFORD  MEMORIAL. 

The  Blandford  Memorial  Fund,  contributed  by  the  delegates  at  the  Swansea 
Congress,  amounted  to  £65.  12s.,  Of  this  amount  £20  was  allocated  to  the 
scholarships  awarded  in  connection  with  the  advanced  examination  in  co-opera- 
tion held  under  the  auspices  of  the  educational  department.  These  scholarships 
were  awarded  to  Mr.  Jas.  Downie  (Wishaw)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Maxwell  Brown 
(Paisley). 

The  Reception  Committee  decided  that  the  balance  of  the  amount  subscribed 
should  be  used  in  purchasing  an  operation  table  for  use  at  the  Swansea  Hospital, 
but  as  this  cannot  be  obtained  at  present  it  was  decided  to  retain  possession  of 
the  fund  until  such  time  as  a  table  can  be  bought. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Survey  Committee,  Swansea  Congresa 
decided  that,  in  future,  the  Blandford  Fund  collected  at  Congress  shall  be  equally 
divided  between  local  charities  and  co-operative  scholarships  to  be  awarded 
through  the  Central  Education  Committee. 

46.     MINNIE  PIT  (STAFFORDSHIRE)  COLLIERY  DISASTER. 

The  Co-operative  Union  issued  an  appeal  to  societies  for  donations  in  aid  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  disastrous  colliery  explosion  at  Halmerend,  Staffordshire, 
which  resulted  in  the  death  of  155  men  and  boys  of  whom  no  fewer  than  80  were 
members  of  two  co-operative  societies  in  the  district. 

Societies  have  responded  most  generously,  the  sum  of  £1,966.  4s.  3d.  having 
been  received  to  date.  This  amount  includes  the  grant  of  £500  from  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

The  board  appointed  a  small  sub-committee  to  control  the  fund.  This  com- 
mittee has  met,  along  with  representatives  from  the  two  societies,  and  decided 
that,  as  there  were  several  funds  in  the  county  being  raised  for  the  same  object, 
to  request  the  Mayor  of  Stoke-on-Trent  to,  if  possible,  arrange  a  meeting  of 
representatives  from  each  of  the  bodies  dealing  with  the  various  funds,  with  a 
view  to  consider  how  best  to  administer  the  amounts  so  as  to  avoid  any  over- 
lapping, and  to  arrange  for  the  disposal  of  any  balance  after  providing  for  the 
necessitous  cases. 

47.  BRITISH  RED  CROSS  AND  ORDER  OF  ST.  JOHN. 

(Dennis  Bayley  Fund.) 

An  application  for  assistance  towards  the  above  fund  which  has  been 
inaugurated  by  Captain  Dennis  Bayley,  for  the  transport  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  which  fund  is  registered  under  the  War  Charities  Act,  1916,  was 
considered  by  the  United  Board,  and  received  their  approval.  The  Board 
therefore  authorised  the  issue  of  an  appeal  to  all  societies,  as  they  considered 
it  a  most  deserving  object. 


Repobt  of  Central  Boabd.  313 

•The  fund  is  really  to  be  used  for  the  upkeep  of  the  ambulances  used  on  the 
various  battle  fronts,  these  vehicles  having  been  provided  by  several  industries, 
such  as  the  Miners,  Cotton  Workers,  &c.,  and  the  appeal  was  made  to  the 
co-operative  movement  as  an  industry  to  do  its  share.  The  money  received 
is  not  used  for  the  ordinary  Red  Cross  work  in  the  United  Kingdom,  being 
specially  earmarked  for  a  specific  purpose. 

We  find  that  many  societies  have  during  the  war  been  making  grants  to 
local  Red  Cross  appeals ;  still  the  response  to  this  appeal  is  fairly  satisfactory, 
the  sum  of  £470.  9s.  having  been  received  up  to  the  present. 

48.    ANGLO-RUSSIAN   HOSPITAL  FUND. 

Societies  responded  to  our  appeal  on  behalf  of  this  fund  which  was  intended 
to  provide  beds  in  the  Russian  Red  Cross  Hospitals,  but  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution  in  Russia  the  precise  details  had  not  been  arranged,  therefore  the 
amount  subscribed  has  not  been  handed  over. 

The  question  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  fund  will  require  careful  consideration, 
but  at  the  moment  the  amount  is  invested  in  the  bank. 


UNIVERSITY    EDUCATION. 


49.    THE  CO-OPERATIVE  SCHOLARSHIPS. 

No  examination  has  been  held  for  the  vacant  "Neale"  scholarship  which 
fell  vacant  in  1917,  as,  acting  on  a  recommendation  of  the  Central  Education 
Committee,  the  United  Board  decided  that  on  account  of  the  continuation  of 
the  war  no  examination  be  held  for  1917  for  this  scholarship,  but  that  students 
eligible  for  the  examinations  of  1917  or  1918  should  be  considered  eligible  for 
the  examination  of  1919,  even  though  they  have  at  that  time  attained  the  age 
of  21  years.  To  this  recommendation  the  Provost  of  Oriel  College  stated  that 
the  college  authorities  had  no  objection. 

Mr.  P.  H.  Smith,  of  Edinburgh,  the  successful]  student  for  the  Hughes 
scholarship  in  1915,  has  not  yet  taken  up  residence  on  account  of  the  war. 


CONNECTION    WITH    OTHER    BODIES. 


SO.— FOREIGN  CONGRESS. 

Report  of  the  French  Congress,  held  in  Paris,  30th  September 
and  1st  and  2nd  October,  1917. 

Messes.  W.  T.  Charteb  and  T.  Horrocks. 
As  the  representatives  of  the  British  Co-operative  Union,  we  attended  the 
Fourth  National  Congress  of  the  Federation  of  French  Distributive  Societiee, 
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which  was  held  in  Paris  on  30th  September,  1st  and  2nd  October,  1917.  .  In 
company  with  Mr.  Frank  Bethell,  a  well-known  Southern  co-operator,  we  left 
London  on  Thursday,  27th  September,  ti'avelling  with  a  special  permit  vid 
Folkestone  and  Boulogne.  We  arrived  at  the  latter  place  on  Thursday 
evening,  and  stayed  there  overnight,  incidentally  experiencing  an  air  raid  and 
having  to  hurry  back  to  our  hotel  in  consequence  thereof.  We  left  Boulogne 
at  half-past  seven  on  Friday  moi'ning,  and  after  a  full  day's  travel,  during 
which  we  saw  many  interesting  sights  connected  with  the  war,  we  arrived  in 
Paris  about  six  o'clock,  and  made  our  way  to  the  Hotel  Moderne,  where 
rooms  had  been  engaged  for  us  by  our  French  co-operative  friends. 

On  the  following  day  we  were  taken  in  hand  by  our  kind  friend,  Daude 
Bancel,  and  visits  were  made  to  some  of  the  more  important  co-operative 
premises  in  Paris,  including  the  new  offices  of  the  French  Co-operative  Union. 

The  Congress  was  held  on  the  premises  of  the  society  "La  Bellevilloise," 
Paris,  and  was  attended  by  about  300  delegates.  The  first  session  opened  at 
9-45  a.m.  on  30th  September,  and  was  presided  over  by  M.  Albert  Thomas. 
In  his  opening  address,  M.  Thomas  expressed  gratification  that  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  was  displaying  such  great  vitality  during  the  present  troubled 
times,  and  he  referred  in  terms  of  high  praise  to  the  work  and  strength  of 
the  movement.  He  then  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  representatives 
present  of  co-operative  organisations  in  other  countries,  viz.,  M.M.  Vander- 
velde  and  Paulsen  (Belgium),  Messrs.  Charter  and  Horrocks  (Great  Britain), 
M.M.  Renard,  Romiend,  Duaim,  and  Suter  (Switzerland),  and  M. 
Komadinitsch  (Serbia).  A  delegate  from  each  of  the  countries  represented 
submitted  interesting  particulars  of  the  movement  in  their  respective 
countries  (Mr.  Charter  speaking  on  behalf  of  British  co-operators),  and 
expressed  their  sympathy  with  the  French  co-operators. 

M.  Thomas  thanked  the  representatives  for  their  presence  at  the  Congress, 
and  expressed  his  appreciation  at  the  results  achieved  by  co-operation  in 
Great  Britain  and  Switzerland. 

Following  the  reception  of  the  foreign  delegates,  the  Congress  proceeded 
to  the  discussion  of  the  reports  of  the  National  Federation,  which  dealt  with 
the  following  matters,  viz.  : — 

1.  The  work  of  the  National  Federation  since  the  last  Congress. 

2.  The  method  of  appointment  of  administrators  from  the  Central  Co- 

operative organisations. 

3.  Co-operative  societies  in  the  invaded  areas. 

4.  High  prices  of  food. 

5.  The  law  of  State  credit  to  distributive  societies. 

6.  Legal  Department. 

7.  Administrative  and  Commercial  Information  Department. 

8.  Provision  for  orphans  of  the  war. 

9.  Co-operative  housing. 

Lengthy  and  animated  discussions  took  place  on  all  the  subjects 
enumerated  above,  and  important  resolutions  were  adopted. 
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On  the  Sunday  afternoon  a  large  public  demonstration,  on  behalf  of  the 
co-operative  societies  in  the  invaded  ,ireae,  was  held  at  the  Trocadero,  and 
was  presided  over  by  M.  Albert  Thonfes,  over  5,000  persons  attending.  MM. 
Poisson  and  Vandervelde  were  the  principal  speakers,  and  their  addresses 
aroused  the  enthusiasm  of  the  audience  to  a  remarkable  degree.  The  speeches 
were  followed  by  music  and  a  dramatic  entertainment  provided  by  the  co- 
operators  of  Paris. 

On  the  Sunday  evening  we  attended  a  fraternal  dinner,  when  short 
speeches  were  made  by  a  representative  from  each  foreign  country,  Mr. 
Horrocks  speaking  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain. 

We  left  Paris  on  Thursday  morning  on  our  return  journey,  travelling  via 
Le  Havre  and  'Southampton,  arriving  in  London  early  on  Friday  morning, 
after  having  spent  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  time  with  our  French 
friends.  During  our  stay  in  Paris  everything  possible  was  done  to  make 
our  visit  profitable  and  enjoyable,  and  our  warmest  thanks  are  particularly 
due  to  M.  Daude  Bancel  and  Madame,  and  M.  Lyon  for  their  untiring  efforts 
to  make  our  visit  one,  the  memory  of  which  will  always  remain  with  us. 


51.  THE  TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  W.  Gregory  (North- Western  Section)  was  appointed  as  the  representative 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  to  attend  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  which  was  held 
in  Blackpool  during  last  September.  He  was  exceptionally  well  received  by 
the  Congress. 

I  had  the  honour  of  attending  and  representing  the  Co-operative  Union  at 
the  Trades  Union  Congress  held  at  Blackpool  on  3rd  September,  1917,  and  the 
three  following  days.  There  was  a  large  attendance  of  delegates,  and  it  was  socn 
evident  that  there  was  a  special  interest  in  the  gathering  this  year.  One  of  the 
chief  items  causing  this  special  interest  being  the  discussion  on  the  proposed 
Stockholm  conference  and  the  refusal  of  the  Government  to  grant  passports. 

Mr.  J.  Hill  presided  over  the  Congress  in  a  very  efficient  manner,  and  in  his 
presidential  address  made  special  reference  to  the  proposal  to  link  up  trade- 
unionism  with  co-operation.  He  recognised  that  in  such  a  union  there  were 
boundless  possibilities  and  as  a  guarantee  of  their  bona-fldes  he  urged  the  delegates 
to  unify  trade-unionism  and  co-operation  in  every  city  and  hamlet  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  During  the  week  many  important  subjects  were  discussed  affecting 
the  welfare  of  the  people  and  special  resolutions  were  adopted  on  such  questions 
as  An  Eight  Hours  Day,  Workmen's  Compensation,  Housing  of  the  People,  and 
the  Government's  failure  to  deal  with  Food  Prices,  &c. 

Thursday  morning  was  set  aside  for  the  president's  address  and  the  reception 
of  fraternal  delegates.  The  latter  included  representatives  from  the  American 
and  Canadian  labour  movements,  who  were  well  received  by  the  Congress,  as 
also  was  the  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Henderson,  who  represented  the  British  Labour  Party, 
and  delivered  a  rather  lengthy  but  interesting  speech.  Only  a  few  minutes 
remained  to  me  in  which  to  convey  to  the  Congress  the  greetings  of  the  co-opera- 
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tive  movement  and  to  inform  the  delegates  of  the  important  step  we  co-operators 
had  taken  at  the  Swansea  Congress  with  reference  to  direct  representation  in 
Parliament,  and  I  expressed  the  hope  ,'«hat  the  two  movements  would  often  be 
found  fighting  side  by  side  in  the  interests  of  common  humanity. 

The  Congress  resumed  its  labours  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  brought  to  a 
close  on  the  following  day. 

52.    THE  NATIONAL  UNION   OF  TEACHERS. 

The  annual  conference  of  the  National  Union  of  Teachers  was  held  at 
Cambridge  during  Easter  week.  Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section),  attended 
as  the  representative  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

I  attended  the  opening  meeting  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  the  National 
Union  of  Teachers,  held  at  Cambridge  during  Easter  week,  and  conveyed 
the  fraternal  greetings  on  behalf  of  the  Co-operative  Union  and  movement 
as  a  whole.  I  was  well  received,  and  a  hearty  invitation  was  extended  to 
attend  as  many  of  the  business  meetings  of  the  conference  as  possible. 

I  found  the  delegates  very  enthusiastic,  and  the  agenda  had  many 
important  items.  Many  of  these  were  not  only  of  particular  interest  to  the 
teaching  profession,  but  also  of  impoi'tance  to  parents  of  scholars  in  elementai'y 
and  other  schools.  The  question  of  size  of  classes  and  hygiene  was  given 
considerable  prominence,  as  well  as  the  question  of  direct  representation  in 
Parliament. 

Altogether,  I  consider  the  conference  of  national  importance,  whilst  from 
the  teachers'  point  of  view,  I  should  say  it  was  also  very  successful. 

53.    THE  WOMEN'S   GUILDS. 

(See  Appendix  V.,  page  365). 

As  usual  we  submit  in  the  Appendix  summaries  of  the  reports  sent  in  by  the 
Women's  Guild  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  These  reports  give  details  of 
their  work  and  progress. 

Grants  of  £175  to  the  Scottish  and  £50  to  the  Irish  Women's  Guilds  have 
been  made  this  year  by  the  Central  Board. 

The  Central  Board,  at  its  meeting  held  in  October,  1917,  considered  an 
application  from  the  English  Women's  Guild  for  the  grant  of  £400.  The 
Board  agreed  to  make  the  grant  on  the  same  conditions  under  which  grants 
are  made  to  the  Scottish  and  Irish  Guilds,  but  on  this  decision  being  conveyed 
to  the  Guild  they  were  not  prepared  to  accept  the  grant  with  any  conditions 
attached. 

54.    THE  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  ALLIANCE. 

(See  Appendix  VI.,  page  377). 

The  Alliance  of  Co-operators  continues  to  hold  the  first  place  amongst 
international  organisations  in  the  extent  to  which  it  has  maintained  its 
organisation  during  the  world  war.       This  is  no  doubt  due  in  large  measure  to 
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the  attitude  of  political  neutrality  which  the  executive  has  steadily  adopted. 
They  have  taken  the  position  that  the  main  work  of  the  movement  in  every 
country  is  of  an  economic  character,  tending  to  unite  the  people  of  all  nations 
in  a  bond  of  mutual  interest  which  would  be  for  the  well-being  of  the  race 
and  antgonistic  to  all  war  except  the  rivalry  for  excellence.  Inasmuch  as 
co-operation  in  most  of  the  belligerent  countries  has,  under  war  conditions, 
emerged  as  a  national  force  and  been  quickened  in  most  of  its  activities, 
there  has  been  plenty  of  room  for  the  interchange  of  experience  when  the 
actual  necessities  of  the  belligerents  have  made  it  possible. 

The  "  Bulletin." 

The  Bulletin  has,  of  course,  been  our  chief  charmel  of  communication  with 
other  countries,  and  has  supplied  a  very  varied  selection  of  reports  on  the 
co-operative  development  abroad.  All  the  editions  have  been  delayed  in 
publication,  and  have  differed  in  length  owing  to  the  interrupted  postal 
service. 

Early  in  1917  the  British  Government,  in  the  interests  of  the  "  Defence 
of  the  Realm,"  prohibited  the  importation  of  journals  of  enemy  origin  except 
upon  the  issue  of  a  special  license  by  the  Board  of  Trade.  We  at  once  took 
the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  such  journals  as  were  essential  to  our  work,  and 
at  the  same  time  free  of  any  suspicion  of  connection  with  the  war  in  a 
political  sense. 

We  continue  to  enjoy  the  help  of  this  license,  the  journals  being  imported 
by  the  Government  Department  concerned  and  passed  on  to  the  ofRce  of  the 
Alliance,  thus  incurring  a  double  censorship  before  reaching  our  hands. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Totomianz  an  attempt  has  been  made  to 
establish  a  Russian  edition  of  the  Bulletin.  Assurances  of  support  were  first 
obtained  from  the  Russian  Union,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  publication 
should  begin,  in  Russian,  as  from  January,  1918,  the  issues  for  the  time  being 
to  form  a  supplement  to  the  journal  of  the  Russian  Union.  Owing  to  the 
military  situation  in  Russia  since  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  have  not 
received  any  news  of  the  progress  of  this  venture,  and,  apparently,  it  cannot 
now  mature  until  after  the  war. 

New  Members. 

During  the  year  fifty-six  new  members  have  been  admitted  to  the  Alliance. 
Fifty-four  of  these  are  British  co-operative  societies  joining  up  through  the 
Co-operative  Union  :  There  is  aJso  the  Moscow  Narodny  Bank,  referred  to 
in  our  last  report  as  having  established  a  branch  in  London,  from  which  is 
issued  the  excellent  record  of  Russian  co-operative  affairs.  The  Russian  Co- 
oferato? . 

The  Co-operative  League  of  America,  an  organisation  which  unifies  the 
somewhat  straggling  co-operative  interests  of  the  United  States,  has  also  been 
admitted  to  membership  of  the  Alliance. 
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Congresses  Abroad. 

The  Alliance  has  received  invitations  to  the  Congress  of  the  Swiss  Union 
at  Lucerne,  the  French  Union  at  Paris,  the  Finnish  Union  at  Helsingfors, 
and  the  English  Women's  Co-operative  Guild  at  Torquay. 

With  regard  to  the  Finnish  and  Swiss  Congresses  it  was  decided  that 
delegates  should  not  be  sent  owing  to  difficulties  of  travelling  under  present 
conditions,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  other  national  Congress  outside 
the  United  Kingdom  had  been  recently  visited  the  Executive  decided  to 
decline  the  invitation  received  from  the  French  Union.  In  the  case  of  the 
Women's  Guild  Congress  the  General  Secretary  attended  as  the  representative 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance. 

The  Death  of  Eael  Grey,  Hon.  President  of  the  Alliance. 

We  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Earl  Grey,  P.C,  G.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  L.L.M.,  J.P.,  late  Hon.  President  of 
the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  which  took  place  at  his  home,  Howick 
Hall,  Northumberland,  on  29th  August  last. 

The  Executive  was  represented  both  at  the  funeral  at  Howick  and  at  the 
Memorial  Service  at  Westminster  Abbey.  They  also  placed  on  record  their 
deep  sense  of  the  loss  which  the  Alliance  sustained  in  common  with  many 
other  organisations  of  social  and  economic  reform  by  the  death  of  Earl  Grey. 
For  over  thirty  years  his  great  influence  had  been  at  the  service  of  every 
movement  for  the  general  welfare  and  uplifting  of  the  masses. 

Suggestions  of  International  Meetings. 

A  nimiber  of  suggestions  have  been  received  during  the  year  for  meetings 
of  the  International  Co-operative  Congress,  either  in  Congress  or  of  the 
Central  Committee,  all  of  which  have  been  postponed  for  the  time  being. 

In  June  last  a  telegram  was  received,  through  the  French  Union,  from  the 
Council  of  Russian  co-operative  societies  urging  the  desirability  of  at  once 
convening  an  International  Co-operative  Congress,  with  a  view  to  consoli- 
dating international  economic  relations,  the  liquidation  of  the  war,  and  the 
consolidation  of  fraternity. 

In  August  a  telegram  was  received  direct  from  the  Congress  of 
Co-operative  Distributive  Societies  asking  the  Executive  to  convene  an  inter- 
national congress. 

To  both  these  messages  substantially  the  same  reply  waa  sent,  viz.,  that 
the  Executive,  while  endorsing  the  views  of  the  Russian  Congress  in  favour 
of  international  fraternity  and  economic  relations  amongst  co-operators  of  all 
countries,  did  not  consider  it  possible  to  hold  a  congress  during  the  continu- 
ance of  hostilities.  Moreover,  they  considered  that  the  question  of  the 
liquidation  of  the  war  did  not  fall  within  the  constitution  of  the  International 
Co-operative  Alliance. 

A  suggestion  was  received  from  the  Swiss  Union  that  the  members  of  the 
Central  Committee  of  the  Alliance  should  be  consulted  as  to  the  desirability 
of  holding  the  next  meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  in  the  town  where  the 
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delegates  of  the  various  belligerent  countries  assemble  to  consider  the  terms 
of  peace,  and  at  the  same  time.  In  the  event  of  the  proposal  not  being 
adopted  they  invited  the  committee  to  meet  in  Switzerland. 

The  Executive  replied  that  they  were  doubtful  whether  a  very  early 
meeting  of  the  Central  Committee  would  best  conduce  to  the  early  establish- 
ment of  good  relations,  and  also  whether  the  various  Governments  would 
permit  such  a  meeting.  They  further  suggested  that  the  proposal  should  be 
left  in  abeyance  until  peace  is  definitely  in  sight. 

The  proposal  for  an  international  meeting  of  co-operators  in  the  town  in 
which  and  at  the  same  time  as  the  peace  terms  are  considered  has  also  received 
some  support  from  our  friends  of  the  French  Union. 

Conclusion. 

At  the  moment  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  return  of  peace 
will  be  accompanied  by  a  vigorous  activity  on  the  part  of  co-operators  in  all 
the  countries.  The  movement  everywhere  is  being  tried  as  by  fire,  and  it 
is  coming  through  not  scathless,  but  refined  and  reinvigorated  with  regard  to 
its  ideals,  and  all  that  justifies  its  existence  as  an  economic  factor  and  a 
democratic  force.  Everywhere  there  are  signs  of  progress,  and  from  the 
most  unlooked  for  quartera  comes  the  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  co- 
operative principle  as  the  only  equitable  means  of  government  and  administra- 
tion in  war,  and  therefore  the  supreme  principle  of  a  lasting  peace. 

55.     HODGSON   PRATT  MEMORIAL  LIMITED. 

The  Hodgson  Pratt  Memorial  has  been  founded  to  keep  alive  the  memory  of 
Hodgson  Pratt,  one  of  the  greatest  workers  for  the  principle  of  association  and 
co-operation  in  all  its  forms  during  the  last  century. 

It  it  managed  by  a  committee  consisting  of  representatives  appointed  by  the 
Co-operative  Union,  which  makes  an  annual  grant  to  its  funds,  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society,  the  International  Co-operative  Alliance,  the  Labour 
Co-partnership  Association,  the  Working  Men's  Club  and  Institute  Union,  the 
Working  Men's  College,  the  National  Council  of  Peace  Societies,  and  the  Inter- 
national Arbitration  and  Peace  Association. 

Its  president  is  Sir  Henry  J.  Vansittart  Neale,  K.C.B.,  and  the  hon.  secretary 
Mr.  J.  J.  Dent,  both  of  whom  were  for  many  years  co-workers  with  Mr.  Pratt. 

The  Memorial  Fund  now  amounts  to  £1,533  and  is  annually  increased  by 
subscriptions  and  donations  from  organisations  with  which  Hodgson  Pratt  worked 
during  his  long  life,  and  it  is  hoped  to  increase  the  invested  fund  sufficiently  to 
enable  the  committee  to  establish  a  Hodgson  Pratt  Scholarship  at  Ruskin 
College  as  well  as  to  carry  on  educational  and  other  work  of  service  to  the 
workers. 

During  the  past  year  a  grant  of  £50  was  made  to  the  Women's  Co-operative 
Guild  to  enable  it  to  carry  on  its  citizenship  campaign,  and  smaller  grants  were 
made  to  the  Workers'  Educational  Association,  to  the  Council  for  the  Study  of 
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International  Relations,  to  the  British  Institute  for  Social  Service,  to  the  Co- 
operative Reference  Library,  and  the  International  Labour  Legislation  Associa- 
tion, and  a  large  number  of  publications  on  co-operatron  and  education  were 
distributed  by  the  memorial. 

An  earnest  appeal  is  made  to  all  co-operative  societies  for  annual  subscrip- 
tions or  donations  to  enable  the  committee  to  extend  its  labours  on  behalf  of 
democratic  movements,  and  education. 

Cheques  and  Postal  Orders  should  be  addressed  to  J.  J.  Dent,  60,  KnatchbuU 
Road,  London,  S.E.  5. 


CONGRESS. 


56.    THE  CONGRESS  OF  1919. 

The  Congress  of  1919  is  due  to  meet  in  the  Northern  Section.  The  Sectional 
Board  has  received  invitations  from  the  Carlisle  and  Stockton-on-Tees  Co-opera- 
tive Societies  for  Congress, 

Representatives  have  been  appointed  by  the  United  Board  to  visit  the  places 
named  in  order  to  see  whether  the  necessary  accommodation  is  available.  The 
representatives  will  be  prepared  to  submit  to  the  Liverpool  Congress  the  result  of 
their  investigations. 


OBITUARY. 


57.     DECEASED  CO-OPERATORS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  co-operators  who  have  died  since  last  Congress 
notice  of  whose  death  appeared  in  the  Co-operative  News. 

It  is  regrettable  to  notice  in  the  following  list  the  loss  of  so  many  valuable 
lives  of  our  young  men  in  action  or  dying  from  wounds  received.  Included  in  the 
list  is  the  name  of  J.  C.  Carr,  who  was  for  eleven  years  a  member  of  the  Central 
Office  staff  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  who  was  a  most  earnest  worker  and 
student,  having  from  his  taking  up  duties  with  the  Union  identified  himself  with 
the  Circle,  and  later  as  a  student  in  the  co-operative  classes. 
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1917. 

Page. 

Page. 

Adams,  Mrs.,  East  Harptree    . . . 

619 

Kirton,  M.,  Newburn-en-Tyne  . 

..   798 

♦Addicott,  — ,  Weston-super-Mare 

472 

♦Knight,  H.  L.,  AUerton 

..1027 

♦Ainsworth,  J.  W.,  Masbro' 

1003 

Lawson,  R.,  Hetton-le-Hole 

..  827 

*Allen,  T.  R..  Newport 

.   472 

♦Ledger,  A.,  Tantobie 

..  666 

♦Benyon,  W.  C,  Swansea , 

.   472 

♦Logan,  J..  Tantobie 

..  666 

♦Berry,  A.,  Newcastle 

.  541 

Macdonald,  T.  H.,  Manchester. 

..  920 

♦Borkin,  F.,  Manchester 

849 

Maher,  A.,  Brightside  &  Carbrook  641    | 

Bray,  H.,  Bolton 

.  719 

Marsden,  P.,  Leeds 

..  758 

Brimble,  E.,  Ashton-under-Lyne 

.  641 

♦Mead,  P..  Luton    

..  541 

*Brodrick,  E.,  Eccles 

.   759 

♦Miller,  J.  R.,  Cleator  Moor  .... 

..  701 

♦Child,  J.  A.,  Heckmondwike    ..  . 
Collins,  W.,  Maidstone 

.  641 

.  701 

Nuttall,  W.  J.,  Eccles 

. . 1228 
90,709 

O'Connor,  Mrs.,  Darlington  ..6 

♦Cooke,  A.,  Tantobie  

.  666 

♦Oliver,  T.  R.,  Gateshead 

..  431 

Crabtree,  J.,  Heckmondwike  .   641-665 

Perdue,  —  ,  Warrington 

..  553 

•Debinson,  J.,  Newcastle   

.   849 

♦Perfect,  H.,  Manchester   

..  827 

♦Dilley,  D.,  Luton  

.   511 

Plows,  J.  G.,  Skipton 

. . 1070 

Elliott,  Mrs.,  Stratford  

.1041 

♦Reynolds,  S.  A.,  London 

..  934 

♦Poulds,  M.,  Kettering 

.1091 

♦Russell,  H.,  Birkenhead   

..  691 

*Godley,  H.,  Annesley  Woodhouse 

.  827 

Senior,  J.,  Bradford  

..  886 

Grey,  Earl,  Howick 

.  838 

♦Smith,  W.,  Leigh 

..  989 

Grindrod,  E.,  Keighley     

.  419 

Stafford,  E.  J.,  Luton   

1068 

Hadfield,  R.,  Ashton-under-Lyne 

.  641 

♦Stansfield,  H.,  London 

..   717 

♦Harrison,  G.,  Hyde 

.  441 

Stone,  W.,  Newton  Abbot 

..  561 

Haslam,  T.,  Ashton-u.-Lyne    . . . 

.   641 

♦Tyres,  W.,  Coalville 

..  933 

♦Hood,  T.,  Hindley 

.   968 

♦Warren,  E.  H.,  Cardiff 

..1201 

♦Home,  H.,  Blackpool 

.   353 

■"Warrington,  H.,  Hindley 

..  968 

♦Kenyon,  A.,  Manchester 

.1027 

Wheelhouse,  G.,  Barnsley    

..  352 

Kidd,  Miss  H.  A.,  London,  688,  708,  750 

Whittaker,Mrs.  E.,Ashton-u-Lyne  641    | 

Killon,  Mrs.  T.,  Bury 

.  378 

•  Wilby,  A  ,  Wakefield 

..  589 

•  Killed  in 

action  or  died  of  wounds. 
1918. 

Page. 

Page. 

Andrews,  D.,  Fail&worth 

.     46 

Judd,  G.,  Southampton    

..   250 

Brill,  G  ,  Crumpsall 47, 

75,93 

Kay,  W.,  Northampton 

..  206 

fBrooks  E    Burslena  ........... 

.     31 

Millman,  W.  G.,  Plymouth  . . . . 

..   107 

*Carr,  J.  C,  Manchester 

.     40 

♦Musgrove,  T.,  Ryhope . 

Nelson,  R.,  Gornforth  

Smith,  P.,  Jarrow • 

..     88 

Catlin,  A.  Luton  ••..• 

.  207 
.  174 
.  263 

..   185 
,„  175 

Childe,  B.,  Heckmondwike 

Clarke,  A.  C,  Manchester 

Stott,  Mrs.,  Nelson    

..     20 

Gledhill,  J,  New  York 

.  186 
.     19 

Templeton,  J.,  Wesi;  Africa 

Vaughan,  C.  J.,  Plymouth    

..  206 
..     31 

Hignell,  Mrs.,  King's  Lynn 

♦Hogg,  T.,  Blackhill    

.     17 

Wilkie,  J.  M.,  Langbank 

..  232 

.     74 

*  Killed  in  action  or 

died  oi 

wounds,     t  Drowned  at  sea. 

13 
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The  following  have  appefured  in  the  Scottish  Co-operator  :- 

1917. 


Page. 
Mr.  James  Clark,  Kilmarnock  ....     39 

Mrs  Chaddock,  Kinning  Park 75 

Mr.  John  Sunter,  Paisley  Provident    89 

Mr.  Thomas  B.  Young,  Perth   114 

Mrs.  Henderson,  Broxburn 117 

Mr.  James  Gardiner,  Perth   186 

Mr.  Peter  Glasse,  S.C.W.S 197 

Mr.  John  C.  Shaw,  Barrhead 245 

Mr.  William  Ireland,  Kelty 246 

Mr.  George  Smith,  Kilmarnock  . , .  271 
Lieutenant     R.    W.     B.     Semple, 

Musselburgh    275 

Mr.    John    Venters,    Coal  town    of 

Wemyss 293 

Councillor  A.  Murray,  Barrhead  . .  294 
Mr.  John  M'Cormack,  S.C.W.S. . . .  355 


Page. 
Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  St.  RoUox  ...  357 
Mr.  D.  Fisher,  Greenock  East  End  413 

Mr.  Andrew  Buchan,  Kelty   422 

Mrs.  M'Intosh,  St.  George     436 

Mr.  Alexander  Black,  St.  George  . .  436 
Mrs.  Farquharson  Kennedy,  Aber- 
deen   621 

Earl  Grey 622 

Mr.  William  Cordiner,  Aberdeen  .  625 
Mr.  Thomas  Scotland,  Perth  .....  649 

Mr.  William  Brown,  Falkirk 664 

Judge  Flinn,  Ardrossan 687 

Mr.  E.  J.  Stafford,  Luton      771 

Mr.  P.  Crammond  Arbroath 829 

Mr.  William  Penman,  Kelty 883 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Stewart,  Perth   887 


1918. 


Page. 

Mr.  Wm.  Daniel,  Aberdeen    ......  5 

Mr.  Alex.  Irving,  Anniesland 16 

Mr.  Norman  Henderson,  Broxburn  31 

Miss  Marion  Sinclair,  S.C.W.S 63 

Mrs.  Ninian  Anderson,  Glasgow  . .  65 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Souden,  Paisley    75 

Mr.  P.  Scougal,  Musselburgh    ....  75 


Page- 

Mr.  Jas.  Findlay,  Perth 95 

Rev.    John     Glasse,    D.D.,    Edin- 
burgh     103 

Mr.  James  Nicholson,  Leith 128 

Mr.  Jas.  Paterson,  Kilwinning  ....  154 
Mr.  A.  Spence  Boreland,  Dysart  .  170 
Mr.  Jas.  M.  Wilkie,  Langbank  ....   183 
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RESOLUTIONS    SENT    IN    BY    SOCIETIES. 

By  the  Manchester  and  Saljord  Equitable  Co-operative  Society — 

4.    INQUIRY    re    INCOME    TAX. 

That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  co-operators  are,  through 
the  heavy  taxes  paid  by  co-operative  societies  under  Schedules  A  and  B, 
bearing  taxation  for  which  they  are  not  iiable,  and  in  view  of  the  agitation 
to  secure  the  imposition  of  special  taxation  upon  co-operative  trade  and  trading 
surpluses,  and  the  proposal  of  the  Government  to  undertake  an  Inquiry  after 
the  war  in  regard  to  Income  Tax,  this  Congress  instructs  the  Central  Board 
to  establish  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  question  of  taxation  and  assess- 
ment of  co-operative  societies,  this  committee  to  consist  of  members  of  their 
own  Board,  officials,  and  other  persons  and  organisations,  who  may  be  con 
sidered  likely  to  promote  the  success  of  the  Inquiry,  and  that  the  Committee 
of  Inquiry  thus  established  be  empowered  to  consult  experts  and  undertake 
any  action  that  may  be  considered  germane  to  the  inquiry. 


By  the  Great  Harwood  Industrial  and  Co-operative  Society — 

5.  PURCHASING  POWER,  EDUCATION,  AND  RELIGIOUS  TEACHING. 

That  this  Congress,  in  order  that  the  purchasing  power  of  all  co- 
operators  shall  be  equalised,  demands  that  no  efficient  school  shall  be  excluded 
from  the  fullest  educational  advantages  on  the  ground  that,  in  addition  to 
teaching  other  subjects,  it  also  undertakes  to  give  definite  religious  teaching. 
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PROPOSED    ALTERATION 


OF    THE 


RULES 


OF   THE 


GO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LIMITED. 


PROPOSED  ALTERATION  OF  RULES. 


Proposed  by  the  Central  Board. 

Rule  42.  Clause  1      Delete  "28.  6d."  in  last  line,  and  substitute 

"58." 

Clause  2.     Delete  "  10s.' "  in  last  line,  and  substitute  "  16s." 

Clause  3.     Delete  "  10s."  in  last  line,  and  substitute  "  15s." 

Clause  4.  Delete  "  2s.  6d."  in  line  5,  and  substitute  "  53,"  ;  in 
line  6  delete  "  10s.,"  and  substitute  "  15s." ;  and  in  line  7  delete 
"  £1,"  and  substitute  "  £1.  58." 

Clause  5.     In  line  5  delete  "  10s  ,"  and  substitute  "  ISs," 
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Farming. 

1.    FARMING. 

(See 

Report  6,  page  123). 

N.B.— Societies  holding  less  than  ten  acres  are 

not  included. 

a)  By  Societies. 

Society. 

County. 

Acreage. 

Capital. 

2 

Rent. 

Result  of  Year. 

Owned 

S 

by 
Society. 

Rented. 

a 

Surplus 

De- 
ficiency 

Midland    Section 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Annesley  Colliery. 

Nottingham 

, . 

14 

,  , 

36 

« 

* 

Coalville 

Leicester  ,. 

10 

15 

,  , 

. , 

* 

* 

Derby 

Derby    .... 

52* 

5129 

205 

* 

• 

Desborough 

Northamptn 

3000 

5000 

200 

3000 

1557 

Earls  Barton 

Northamptn 

43 

,  , 

2380 

75 

50 

Enderby 

Leicester  .. 

4 

605 

6526 

232 

889 

1608 

,  . 

Gainsborough .... 

Lincoln     . 

, . 

570 

7968 

383 

672 

1380 

Great  Wigston    . 

Leicester  . . 

49 

90 

2201 

117 

185 

218 

,  , 

Hucknall  Torkard 

Nottingham 

,  . 

446 

5135 

185 

585 

2001 

Huncote 

Leicester  , . 

37 

,, 

, , 

100 

* 

'» 

Ilkeston    

Derby     .... 

,  , 

17 

49 

191 

Kirkby-in-Ashfild. 

Nottingham 

,  , 

251 

3520 

138 

240 

86 

^  , 

Langley  Mill  and 

Aldercar  

Nottingham 

245 

84 

10327 

432 

115 

854 

Leicester 

Leicester  . . 

,  , 

205 

2000 

100 

256 

182 

Lincoln 

Lincoln     . . 
Northamptn 

653 
267 

147 
3 

40351 
12672 

1631 
507 

165 
6 

479 
555 

•• 

Long  Buckby  .... 

Long  Eaton 

Derby    .... 

121i 

263 

6400 

236 

484 

270 

. . 

Lowdham 

Nottingham 

17i 

1000 

• 

* 

Mansfield      and 

Sutton 

Nottingham 

26 

104 

4600 

, . 

180 

. . 

2 

Market  Harboro'. 

Leicester  . . 

96 

96 

2830 

127 

235 

, , 

30 

Nottingham 

Nottingham 

271 

95 

19817 

609 

120 

1273 

Nuneaton    

Warwick   . . 

119 

,  , 

4000 

. . 

200 

. , 

104 

Peterborough 

Northamptn 

311 

37 

14417 

542 

87 

49 

Raunds  

Northamptn 

160 

215 

7500 

300 

209 

1114 

, , 

Ripley 

Derby    .... 
Northamptn 

30 

1835 

97 

• 

* 

Rushden 

124 

.  , 

.  . 

* 

* 

Selston   

Nottingham 
Leicester  . . 

18 

776 

37 

Shepshed    

,  , 

,  , 

, , 

, , 

Tamworth 

Stafford     . . 

650 

190 

14303 

715 

208 

, , 

49 

Ten  Acres    

Worcester.. 

25 

•• 

2612 

130 

•• 

•• 

128 

Northern  Section 



Ashington    Equit. 

Northumbld 

,  , 

64 

., 

78 

165 

Birtley    

Durham    . . 

572 

5882 

232 

912 

1237 

Bishop     Auckland 

Durham    . . 

,  , 

275 

1140 

57 

400 

58 

, , 

Brandon      and 

Byshot  ties  .... 

Durham    . . 

11 

12 

29 

.. 

Chester-le-Street  . 

Durham    . . 

212 

841 

49 

320 

601 

•• 

•No 

separate  account  kept. 

Society. 


County, 


Northern  Section 

Consett 

Corn  forth  and 

Coxhoe 

Darlington  ....... 

Derwent  Fir.  Mill 

Hartlepools 

Haswell 

Middlesbrough . . . 
New  Brancepeth . . 
Ryhope&Silksw'th 
Seaton  Delaval  . . 
Sherburn  Hill .... 

Skelton    

Teesdale   

West  Pelton 

West  Wylam  and 

Prudhoe  

North- Western  B 
Ashton-u  Lyne   . 
Barnsley  British . . 
Birkenshaw.. .. 

Blackley 

Blackpool    

Bolton 

Bradford  (City  ofj 
Brightside  and 

Carbrook  

Burnley    

Carnforth  

Chesterfield 

Dalton-in-Furness 

Failsworth 

Farnworth  and 

Kearsley 

Hepworth 

Honley 

Huddersfield 


— contimied 
Durham 

Durham 

Durham 

Durham 

Durham 

Durham 

York  . . , 

Durham 

Durham 

Northumbld 

Durham 

York      . 

Durham 

Durham 

Northumbld 

ECTION 

Lancaster . 

York 

York 

Lancaster 
Lancaster , 
Lancaster  . 
York 


York 

Lancaster . 
Lancaster  . 
Derby  .... 
Lancaster. 
Lancaster 

Lancaster, 

York 

York 

York 


Hull York 

Hyde     Chester .... 

Kirkburton York 

Kirkby-in-Furness  Lancaster.. 

Leeds   York . . 

Longridge    Lancaster . . 

Masbro' j  York 

Middlestown i  York 

Millom 

Milnsbridge.. 
Mirfield 


Cumberland 
York  .... 
York  .... 


Farming. 


Acreage. 


Owned 

by 
Society 


200 
83 

210 


4 
25 


100 


Bented, 


44 
18 

180 

77 

Hi 

"h 

24^ 
15 

'i^i 

478 

"9 
40 
81 


80 
144 
17 
55 
16 
16 
40 
242 

204 
9 


19 


358 
139 
21i 


75 

27 
5 

"f6 
15 
Oh 


12 

20 
7 

15i 
1 


13 


23 


«3 

Capital. 

s 
s 

a 

£ 

£ 

2483 

74 

1769 

88 

600 

25 

1.572 

,  . 

18661 

933 

300 

15 

88 

•• 

360 

'is 

3292 

165 

600 

30 

2646 

66 

1146 

'42 

2800 

140 

8960 

190 

"9 

2505 

ioo 

2500 

1800 

72 

9506 

556 

9000 

375 

3929 

"77 

883 

37 

1269 

'51 

14000 

560 

8138 

156 

5106 

193 

2768 

lis 

Rent. 


41 

200 

220 

80 

77 

48 

18 

111 

375 

860 
32 


116 


453 
152 

48 


97 

74 
100 

130 
61 


17 
15 
23 
28 
40 
7 
125 

'32 
20 


35 
41 


327 


Result  of  year. 


S"'Pl««flc?el"cy 


£ 

50 


122 
216 

136 

« 

7 

40 

888 

180 

194 

* 

107 
181 


167 


90 
* 

233 


47 


1018 


56 
* 


255 


50 

* 

1155 
29 
13 
81 
696 
30 


*  No  separate  account  kept. 
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Society. 


North- Western  S 

Nelson 

Netherthong  ... 

Pendleton    

Preston    

Shelley        

Silsden 

Skipton 

Stockport  

Whitworth 

Winnington    .... 

Wooldale 

York 

C.W.S.,  M'chester. 

Scottish  Section 
Bannockburn  .... 
Dunfermline  .... 
Greenock  (Gen.).. 

St.  Cuthbert's 

Tranent    

Walkerburn 

Southern  Section 

Banbury  

Berkhamsted  .... 
Chipping  Norton. 

Haverhill 

Ipswich    

Sawston   

Sheerness  Econ. . . 

Sittingbourne 

Trowbridge 

South-Western  S 
Buokf  astleigh .... 

Paignton 

Plymouth    

Eadstock 

Torquay    

Western  Section 
Abersychan    and 

Taly  wain 

Cwmbach     .... 
Frampton  Cott'r'll 


Total. 


County. 


ECTiON — con 
Lancaster 
York  .... 
Lancaster 
Lancaster 
York  .... 
York  .... 
York  .... 
Chester 
Lancaster 
Chester  . . 
York  .... 
York  .... 
Lancaster 


Stirling .... 

Fife    

Renfrew .  . . 
Edinburgh.. 
Haddington 
Peebles  .... 


Farming. 


Acreage. 


Owned 

by 
Society 


Oxford  ... 
Herts.  . . . 
Oxford  . . . 
Suffolk  . . . 
Suffolk  . . . 
Cambridge 

Kent 

Kent 

Wilts.   ... 

ECTION 

Devon  . . 
Devon  . . 
Devon  . . 
Somerset 
Devon    . . 


Glamorgan . 
Glamorgan . 
Gloucester.. 


41i 
11 

10 


20 

'in 

5399 

30 

175 
769 


81 

13 

160 

341 
2 


2555 


26 


17606J 


Rented. 


44 


180 
20 

11 

64 


505 


40 


40 


20 
65 


69 


70J 
10 
80 
230 


49 

126 


Capital. 


£ 

3767 
1085 


486 

8400 

375 

1020 

100 

163594 


1250 
11762 
12000 
37786 

1000 


4836 
3650 
6300 

16737 
300 


1700 


1645 

460 

65000 

1500 


300 


7870  633526 


£ 

232 
55 


168 


6 
4846 


60 

376 

374 

1875 

50 


158 
182 
220 


60 


82 

23 

3250 


15 


23120  18014 


Rent. 


£ 
86 


330 
45 

25 

15 

142 


1124 

300 

1525 

io5 


35 


33 
69 


247 


139 

40 

225 

320 


73 
108 


Result  of  Year 


Da- 
Surplus  g^i^^^y 


£ 
32 

'so 


119 

12598 


40 
3062 

8648 

275 

142 

360 

616 
60 


£ 

20 


47 


49 
79 


41159 


281 


180 


2768 


8518 


*  No  separate  account  kept. 
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Society. 


Southern  Section 
Assington    .... 


Western   Section 
Coin  St.   Aldwyns 

Total 


County. 


Acreage. 


Owned 

by 
Society. 


Suffolk 


Gloucester 


Rented, 


233 

574 

807 


Capital. 


£ 
1733 


3000 
4733 


Rent. 


Result  of  Year. 


a       1     >     De- 
Surplusfl^j^^^y 


£ 
38 


38 


£ 
170 


402 
572 


1703 
1703 


£ 
252 


252 
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New  Societies  Registered. 

11.— LIST  OF  INDUSTRIAL  AND  PROVIDENT  SOCIETIES 
REGISTERED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1917. 

(See  Report  11,  page  129.) 

I.— ENGLAND  AND   WALES. 

Abbbeviations. — C  means  Co-opera<ive ;   E,  Equitable  ;   I,  Industrial;   L, 
Land;    and  P,  Provident.      "Limited"  is  understood  after  every  name,   and 
"  Society  "  where  A  (Association)  is  not  added. 

County 

No. 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  Office. 

Glamorgan .... 

Glamorgan  • . .  • 

London  

Herts 

Gloucester 

Yorks 

6098 

6099 

6100 
6101 

6102 
6103 
6104 
6105 
6106 
6107 

6108 
6109 

6110 

6111 

6112 
6118 

6114 

Gelli    and    District    Allotments 
and  Gardeners'  A. 

Fernhill  Allotments  (Treherbert) . 

Income  Tax  Protection  and  Relief 
Apsley  End  Allotments 

54,  Bronllwyn  -  road, 
Gelli,  Pentre 
(Rhondda),  Glam. 

Brynawen  Garden 
Village,  Treherbert 
(Rhondda),  Glam. 

37-39,  Essex-street, 
Strand,  W.O.  2. 

ApsleyWorkingMen's 
Club,  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead. 

17,  Elmgrove  -  road, 
Fishponds,  Bristol. 

13,  Rockingham-st., 
Birdwell,  Barnsley. 

1,  The  Mall,   Brent- 
ford. 

74,  Castle-st.,  Fam- 
ham. 

214,  Great  Portland- 
street,  W.  1. 

Woodcastle  Farm, 
Newbridge-on-Wye, 
Radnor. 

Albert  Hall,  Albert- 
road,  Penarth. 

Cornwall  House, 
Mount-av.,  Ealing, 
W.  5. 

Ill,  Dean-st.,  Swin- 
don. 

6,  Oddfellows  House, 
Cononley.Keighley. 

2,  Station-ter.,  Mardy. 
10,    Avenue,    Ponty- 

gwaith,  Glam. 
The  residence  of  the 
Secretary,  Miss  M. 
Taylor,  Wendy, 
Royston,  Herts. 

Fishponds  Allotments 

Middlesex  .... 

Surrey 

London 

Radnor    

Glamorgan .... 
Middlesex  .... 

Wilts 

Brentford  C.  Poultry 

Surrey,     Hants.,     and      Berks. 
Growers. 

Newbridge-on-Wye  and  District 
Agricultural  0, 

Penarth  Home  Food 

Ealing     and      District      Utility 
Poultry. 

Swindon  and  District  Allotments 

A. 
Cononley  Smallholders 

Yorks 

Glamorgan .... 
Glamorgan .... 

Cambridge  .... 

Rhondda  Fach    Gardeners    and 

Allotments  A. 
Wendy  and  Shingay  Parish  War. 

New  Societies  Eeqistered. 
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County. 

No. 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  OfHoe. 

ENGIiAND   AND   WaLES — COTl. 

Suffolk 

6115 

Lowestoft  and  District  Allotments 

11,    Winnipeg  -  road, 
Lowestoft. 

Durham 

611G 

East  Stanley  Allotments 

10,   Polinaize  -  street. 
East  Stanley,  Stan- 
ley, CO.  Durham. 

Cardigan 

6117 

Crosswood  and  Distiict  Agricul- 

Lodge  Farm,   Cross- 

tural  C. 

wood,  Aberystwyth. 

Middlesex  .... 

6118 

Potters  Bar  and  District  C 

"Rosemead,"  Potters 
Bar,  Middlesex. 

Yorks 

6119 

Sandal  Magna  Allotment 

The    Oaks,    Sandal, 

Wakefield. 

Durham 

6120 

Murton     National     Democratic 

Church-st.,    Murton, 

Social  Club 

CO,  Durham. 

Cambridge .... 

6121 

Cambridge    and    District    Pood 

3,  St.  Mary's  Passage, 

Culture. 

Cambridge. 

Hants 

6122 

Bitterne     and     District    Allot- 

Martin Parish    Hall, 

ments  A. 

Brook-rd. .Bitterne, 
Southampton. 

Dorset 

6123 

Dorset  Farmers 

Midland  Bank  Cham- 
bers,    C  0  r  n  h  i  1 1 , 

Dorchester. 

Cardigan 

6124 

Vale  of  Aeron  Agricultural  C 

Stores,   Felinfach, 
Cardigan. 

Glamorgan  . . 

6125 

Pare  and  Dare  Allotments 

127,  Parc-road,  Cwm- 
parc,    Treorchy 
(Rhondda),  Glam. 

Derby 

6126 

Brimington  Gardeners'  A.    ...... 

42,  Queen-street,  New 
Brimington,   Ches- 
terfield. 

Hants 

6127 

Aldershot    and    District    Allot- 

4,   The    Roses,     St. 

ment  A. 

George's-rd  ,  Aider- 
shot. 

Somerset 

6128 

Bruton    District    Produce    and 

SchoolHous8,Bruton, 

Allotments  A. 

Somerset. 

Norfolk   

6129 

Norwich  Food  Production  League 

9,   St.   Peter's-street, 
Norwich. 

Kent    

6130 

Dartford  District  Tenants    

23,   Hythe-st.     Dart- 
ford. 

Denbigh 

6131 

Brymbo  District  Allotment  A.    . . 

Brynawel,     Brymbo, 
Wrexham. 

Somerset 

6132 

Row  barton  Allotments  A 

25,     Salisbury-street, 
Taunton. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6133 

Burry  Port  Garden  Suburb 

32,  Park-place,  Cardiff 

Glamorgan  , . . 

6134 

Resolven  and  District  Allotments 

Dorothy  Refreshment 

and  Smallholders'  A. 

Rooms,     Resolven, 
Neath. 

Gloucester  .... 

6186 

Nailsworth  District  Agricultural 

House  of  Mr.  W.  H. 

C. 

James,  Market-st., 
Nailsworth,  Stroud, 
Gloucester. 

Carnarvon  .... 

6136 

Criccieth      Women's      Institute 

84,  High-st.,Criccieth, 

(Trading) 

Carnarvon. 
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County. 

No. 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  Office. 

England  and  Wales — con. 

Devon 

6137 

South  Devon  Agricultural  C.  . . . 

Higher  Wotton, 
Bickington,Newton 
Abbot. 

Chester   

6138 

Stockton  Heath  Allotments  A.    . . 

Brookleigh,  Grappen- 
hall-road,  Stockton 
Heath,  Warrington. 

Durham 

6139 

Broom  Smallholders   

8,    Windsor  -  avenue, 
Perryhill. 

Yorks 

6140 

Guiseley  Allotments  A 

New    Inn,    Guiseley, 
Leeds. 

Somerset 

6141 

Weston-super-Mare  and  District 

1,  Ha  tfield-road, 

Growers'  A. 

Wes  ton-super-Mare 

Somerset 

6142 

Knowle  and  District  Allotments  A. 

42,   Belluton-road, 
Knowle,  Bristol. 

Leicester 

6143 

Coalville    and    District    Small- 

Halfway House,  Bel- 

holders'  and  Allotment  Holders' 

voir-road,  Coalville, 
Leicester. 

Surrey 

6144 

Chobham  District  Growers    

Tower  House.  High- 
street,      Chobham, 
Woking. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6145 

Cae     Gurwen     Allotments     and 

Clifton,    Gwaun-Cae- 

Gardeners'  A. 

Gurwen,  Glam. 

Wilts 

6146 

St.  George's  Netherhampton  C.  .. 

Netherhampton 
House, .Nether- 

hampton, Salisbury 

Dorset 

6147 

Iwerne  Minster  Produce  

Estate  Oflfice,  Iwerne 
Minster,  Blandford. 

Durham 

6148 

Gockton  Hill  Allotment •  • . . 

7,   High    Melbourne- 
street,    Bishop 

Auckland. 

Wilts 

6149 

Bemerton,     Quidhampton     and 
District  Allotments  A. 

18,  Nursery-rd.,  Bem- 
erton, Salisbury. 

Yorks 

6150 

Barnoldswick  and  District  Utility 

Sago  Chambers,  Back 

Poultry  Keepers'  A. 

Church-street,  Bar- 
noldswick, Colae. 

Glamorgan  ... 

6161 

Glamorgan  Collieries  Piggeries  A. 

49,    Sherwood  -  place, 
Llwynypia,  Glam. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6152 

Porthcawl  Allotments  and  Gar- 

Council Offices,  John- 

deners'  A. 

street,     Porthcawl, 
Glamorgan. 

Nottingham  .. 

6153 

Warsdp  Frtcholders  ......••••.. 

14,    Little    Carter- 

lane,  Mansfield. 

Essex 

6154 

West  Essex  Smallholders' 

59,     Skelton's  -  lane, 
Leyton,  E.IO. 

Bucks 

6155 

Amersham    and    Chesham  Bois 

St.     Stephen's    Hill- 

Food  Production. 

avenue,  Amersham, 
Bucks 

Somerset 

6156 

Bedminster  Allotments     

36,     Ray  me  ad  -  road, 
Victoria  Park,  Bed- 
minster, Bristol. 

Gloucester  .... 

6157 

Bristol  East  Allotment  A 

Glenthor  Wood-road, 
Kingswood,  Bristol. 
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County. 

No. 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  Office. 

England  and  Wales— con. 

Kent 

6158 

Langley  and  Dist.  Agricultural  C, 

Crown  Sit  Horse  Shoes 

Langley,  Maidstone 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6159 

Cymmer     (Port    Talbot)     Allot- 

2,  Avondale  -  terrace, 

ments. 

Cymmer,    Port 
Talbot. 

Northants  .  • . 

6160 

Kettering  Allotments 

"  Hillcroft,"     Lower- 
street,  Kettering. 

Yorks 

6161 

King  Cross  and  District  C  Utility 
Poultry. 

Sewer  Works,  Skircoat 
Moor  -  road.    King 

Cross,  Halifax. 

Leicester 

6162 

Kirby  Muxloe  and  District  C.  Egg 

White  House,  Main- 

and  Produce. 

street,  Kirby  Mux- 
loe, Leicester. 

Hants 

6163 

Portsmouth  Allotments  A 

Rose   Villa,    Copnor- 
road,  Copnor,  Ports- 
mouth. 

Somerset 

G164 

Shepton  Beauchamp  and  District 

House  of  Mr.  J.  Sal- 

Smallholdings  and  Allotments 

way,  Shepton  Beau- 

A. 

ohamp,  Seavington, 
Somerset. 

Northumbrlnd. 

6165 

Scotswood  Allotments  A 

St.  Margaret's  Parish 
Hall,  Scotswood, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6166 

Clydach-on-Tawe    Cottage    Gar- 

Richmond Villa,  Cly- 

deners'  &  Allotment  Holders' A. 

dach,  Glamorgan. 

Surrey 

6167 

Haslemere  and  District  C.  Egg 

Information   Bureau, 

Depot 

High-street,  Hasle- 
mere, Surrey. 

Bucks 

6168 

Iver  Heath   and    District   Agri- 
cultural. 

The    Gardens,    Hill- 
brook- place,       Iver 

Heath,  Uxbridge. 

Middlesex  .... 

6169 

Northwood  C.  Poultry  and  Bee- 

7, Station-rd  ,  North- 

keepers'  A. 

wood,  Middlesex. 

Durham 

6170 

Oxhill  Central  Allotments    

72,      Joicey  -  terrace, 
Oxhill,  Stanley,  co. 
Durham. 

Oxford 

6171 

Sherburn  and  District  Farmers' 

Sherburn  Castle.Wat- 

Mutual  A. 

lington       Walling- 
ford. 

Derby 

6172 

Tutbury   and  District  Farmers' 

Hatton    House,    Sta- 

C. A. 

tion-road,    Hatton, 
Burton-on-Trent. 

Middlesex  .... 

6173 

Uxbridge     and     District     Agri- 
cultural C. 

32,  High-st.,JJxbridge 

Durham 

6174 

Shield  Row  Allotment  A 

2,    Slingsby  -  terrace, 
Shield  Row,  Stan- 
ley, CO.  Durham. 

Staffs 

6175 

Heath  Town  and  District  Allot- 
ment Holders'  A. 

4,     Prestwood  -  road, 
Wednesfield,  Staffs. 

Wilts 

6176 

City  of  Salisbury  Allotment  A.    . . 
Crystal  Allotment  Holders'  C 

Radnor  House,  Salis- 

Glamorgan . . . 

6177 

bury. 
67,     Dogfield  -  street, 

Cardiff. 
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County. 

No. 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  Of&ce. 

England  and  Wales— con. 

London   

6178 

Southfield  Agriculture  (War)  A. . . 

22,  Replingham-road, 
Southfield,  S.W.18. 

Derby 

6179 

Whaley  (Bolsover)  Allotments  A. . 

Black     Horse      Inn, 
Whaley,  Langwith, 
Mansfield. 

Worcester  .... 

6180 

Worcestershire  Fruit  &  Vegetable. 

37,    Foregate  -  street, 
Worcester. 

Northumbrlnd. 

6181 

Willington  Quay  Social  Club  and 

134,     Bewicke  -  road. 

Institute. 

Willington     Quay, 
Northumberland. 

Yorks 

6182 

York     and     District     Farmers' 

Ebor  Dairy,  Copper- 

Auction  Mart. 

gate.  York. 

Essex 

6183 

Walton  -  on  -  the  -  Naze     Fisher- 

25,     Station  -  street. 

men's  C. 

Walton  -  on  -  the  - 
Naze. 

Derby 

6184 

Newton    Blackwell    and    West- 

House  of  Mr.  A.  H. 

houses  Allotments. 

Enser,  Alfreton-rd., 
Newton,  Alfreton. 

Norfolk 

6185 

Stoke  (Norwich)  Shire  Horse 

Abbott's  Farm,  Stoke 
Holy    Cross,    Nor- 
wich. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6186 

Ystalyfera    and    District    Allot- 

25,HeolVarteg.Ystal- 

ments. 

.  yfera,  Glamorgan. 

Middlesex  .... 

6187 

Teddington  District  Piggery    .... 

30,  Manor-road,  Ted- 
dington, Middlesex. 

Sussex  

6188 

Bexhill    Allotment   and    Small- 

13,   Devonshire-road, 

holders'  A. 

Bexhill-on-Sea. 

Yorks 

6189 

Burley  East  End  Allotment 

5,  Lawn  rd.,  Burley- 
in-Wharfedale, 
Leeds. 

Cornwall 

6190 

St.      Stythian's     and      District 

Golden    Cheese   Fac- 

Farmers. 

tory,  Menherion, 
Redruth. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6191 

Cambrian    District    Allotments 

22,  Park-terrace,  Cly- 

and  Gardeners'  A. 

dach   Vale,    Blaen- 
clydach  (Rhondda), 
Glamorgan. 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6192 

Godre'r    Graig  Allotments    and 

92,   Craig-road,   God- 

Gardeners. 

re'r  Craig,  Glam. 

Gloucester 

6193 

Horfield     and     District     Allot- 

3,    Lockleage  -  road, 

ments  A. 

Horfield  Bristol. 

Cumberland  . . 

6194 

Keswick  Kgg  Dep6t 

16,  John-st  ,  Keswick. 

Cornwall 

6195 

Lostwithiel  and  District  Farmers. 

Restormel,  Lost- 
withiel, Cornwall. 

Devon    

6196 

Devonport  Royal  Dockyard  Can- 

Devonport  Royal 

teen  and  Restaurant. 

Dockyard  North 
Canteen,  Devonpor  t 

Herts 

6197 

Chorley  Wood  C.  Produce 

The  Swillet,  Chorley 

Wood,     Rickmans- 

worth,  Herts. 

Pembroke  .... 

6198 

Milford  Haven  I 

96,  Robert-street,  Mil- 
ford  Haven. 

Yorks 

6199 

Saddleworth  Poultry 

Wharmton    Vale, 

Greenfield,  Oldham 

New  Societies  Rbgistebed. 
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Name  of  Society. 
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Yorks 

6200 
6201 

Northampton  . 

Yorks 

6202 
6203 

Northumbrlnd. 

Suffolk 

6204 

Devon 

6205 

Yorks 

6206 
6207 

Glamorgan  . . . 

Kent 

6208 
6209 

Durham 

Gloucester .... 

6210 

Monmouth  . . . 

6211 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6212 

Essex 

6213 

Glamorgan  . . . 

6214 

Leicester 

6215 

Monmouth     . . 

6216 

London  

6217 

Glamorgan .... 

6218 

Carmarthen  .. 

6219 

Sussex 

Carmarthen  . 

6220 
6221 

Durham 

6222 

England  and  Wales — con. 

Rawmarsh  and  District  Agri- 
cultural, 

Eaunds  and  District  Egg  Col- 
lecting Dep(5t. 

Primrose  Hill  Park  Allotments 
A.  (Wakefield). 

Morpeth  Allotment  and  Small- 
holders. 

Leiston  and  District  Allotments  C, 


Ilf  racombe  Allotments  and  Small- 
holders' C. 
Greetland  and  District  Trading  . . 

Birchgrove    and     District     Gar- 
deners and  Allotments. 


Tonbridge  C.  Pig-keeping.    . 
Trimdon  Grange  Allotment. 


Stapleton  Allotment  and  Small- 
holders' A. 

Llantilio  Crossenney  and  District 
Agricultural  C. 


Glais  Agricultural , 


Brightlingsea    and    District 

Fishermen's  C. 
Bush  Smallholdings  A 


Coalville  and  District  Farmers'  A. 

Maesycwmmer    and    District 

Allotments  A. 
National  Herb  Growing  Industry. 


Seven  Sisters  Allotments  and 
Gardeners'  A. 

South-West  Wales  Milk  Pro- 
ducers' A. 

Midhurst  and  District  Egg  Dep6t. 

Llynfell  Gardeners  and  Allotments 


Lanchester  Allotment 


Red  Lion  Hotel,  New- 
street,  Rawmarsh, 
Rotherham. 

18,  North-st. .  Raunds, 
Wellingborough. 

13,  Johnston  -  street, 
Wakefield. 

3,  Abbey  View,  Mor- 
peth. 

80,  King  George's- 
avenue,  Leiston, 
Suffolk. 

15  Belmont-rd.,  Ilf  ra- 
combe. 

8,  Ely-st.,West  Vale, 
Halifax. 

Nazareth  Row,  Birch 
grove,  Llansamlet, 
Glamorgan. 

Medway  Wharf,  Ton- 
bridge. 

18, Front-st., Trimdon 
Grange,  co.  Dur- 
ham. 

Fernbank,  Brink- 
worthy-rd..  Staple- 
ton,  Bristol. 

Schoolhouse,  Llan- 
tilio Crossenney, 
Abergavenny. 

Graig  View,  Glais, 
Clydach,   Glam. 

53,  Waterside,  Bright- 
lingsea, Colchester. 

221,  Court-st.,  Tony- 
pandy  (Rhondda), 
Glamorgan. 

Central  Chambers, 
Coalville,  Leicester. 

2,  West-av.,  Maesy- 
cwmmer, Cardiff. 

15-16,Verulam-street, 
Grays  Inn -road, 
W.C.  1. 

Maesy  Berthllan , 
Seven  Sisters.Neath. 

Havodwen,  Carmar- 
then. 

Station-rd.  ,Midhurst. 

Berrington    Villas 
Cwmllynfell,  Lower 
Cwmtwrch,  Glam. 

11,  Ford-road,  Lan- 
chester, Durham. 
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England  and  Walks  -  eon. 

Glamorgan 

6223 

Hendreforgan  Allotment  A.  (Gil- 

7,  Alfred-street,  Hen- 

fach Goch). 

dreforgan,    Qilfach 
Goch,  Bridgend, 

Worcester  .... 

6224 

Droitwioh  and  District  0.  Produce 

29,  Ombersley-street, 
Droitwich,  Worces- 
ter. 

Berks 

6225 

Basildon  C 

Co  op.  Stores,  Upper 

Basildon,  Reading. 

Glamorgan 

6226 

Ystrad  Rhondda  Allotment  and 

1,  Masey  Coed  Villas, 

Gardeners'  A. 

Old    Penrhys-road, 
Ystrad      Rhondda, 
Pentre  (Rhondda), 
Glam. 

Essex 

6227 

Woodham  0 

Eyott    Farm,    South 

Woodham,  Chelms- 

ford. 

Gloucester 

6228 

St.  Werburgs  and  District  Allot- 

7, St.  Werburga-road, 

ments  A. 

Mina-road,  Bristol. 

Glamorgan .... 

6229 

Forth     and    District     Amateur 

The  Bungalow,  Caer- 

Gardeners  and  Allotment 

nawe-road,     Forth 

Holders'  A. 

(Rhondda),  Glam, 

Yorks 

6230 

Pontefract  Allotment  Holders'  A. 

6,  Priory  Glen,  Ponte- 
fract. 

Glamorgan.... 

6231 

Neath    Allotments   and   Cottage 

14,  Oakwood-row, 

Garden  A. 

Neath. 

Glamorgan .... 

6232 

Bryn  Gardeners  and  Allotments. . 

16,Meadow-row,B'*yn, 
Port  Talbot. 

Monmouth  . . . 

6233 

Newbridge   and    District    Allot- 

1, Meredith  -  terrace, 

ment  and  Gardeners'  A. 

Newbridge,      New- 
port, Monmouth. 

Kent 

6234 

Weald  Threshing  and  Implement . 

6,High-8t.,Tonbridge. 

Warwick 

6235 

North-East   Holly    Walk    Allot- 

4,  Campion  -  terrace, 

ments  A. 

Leamington  Spa. 

Derby 

6236 

Carr  Vale  Allotment  Gardeners  . . 

67,     Scarsdale  -  road, 
Carr  Vale,  Chester- 
field. 

Derby 

6237 

Ashbourne  Road  District  Allot- 

11,   Shelton  -  terrace, 

ment  A. 

Slack-lane,  Derby. 

Denbigh 

6238 

Stansty  and   District   C    Allot- 

34, Edward-st.,  Wrex- 

ments A. 

ham. 

Glamorgan 

6239 

Ely  Valley  Allotments  and  Gar- 

20,   Pembroke-street, 

deners, 

Thomastown, 
Tonyrefail,  Glam. 

Derby 

6240 

Buxton    Lime    Firms    Cottage 

Royal  Exchange 

Gardens  A. 

Buildings,  Buxton. 

Warwick 

6241 

Stoke  Allotments  (Coventry)  .... 

Rose  &  Crown,  Stoke, 
Coventry. 

Glamorgan 

6242 

Pontyclun    and    District    Allot- 

26,   Palalwyf-avenue, 

ments  A. 

PontycluD,  Glam. 

Glamorgan .... 

6243 

Ogmore    Vale    Allotments    and 

Glen  -  view,    Ogmore 

Gardeners'  A. 

Vale,  Bridgend. 

Derby 

6244 

Glossop,  Hadfield,  and  District 

17,  Pike's-lane,  Glos- 

Allotments A. 

sop. 

New  Societies  Registered. 


337 


County. 

No. 

Leicester 

6245 

Dorset 

6246 

Gloucester  .... 

6247 

Pembroke  .... 

6248 

Glamorgan.. . . 

6249 

Durham 

6250 

Suffolk 

6251 

Gloucester  .... 

6252 

Glamorgan .... 

6253 

Monmouth  . .  . 

6254 

Glamorgan 

6255 

Glamorgan 

6256 

Yorks 

6257 

6258 
6259 

Staffs 

Warwick     .... 

Northumbrlnd. 

6260 

Glamorgan.... 

6261 

Leicester    .... 

6262 

Middlesex  .... 

6263 

Gloucester  .... 

6264 

Warwick     .... 

6265 

Berks 

6266 
6267 

Brecon    

Glamorgan 

6268 

Name  of  Society. 


England  and  Wales — con. 

EUistown  and  District  Allotments 
and  Small  Holders. 

Dorchester  and  District  Garden 
and  Allotment  Holders'  A. 

Whitehall  and  District  Allot- 
ments A. 

South  -  West  Wales  Farmers' 
Marts  and  Sales  A. 

Pontardawe  and  District  Cottage 
Gardeners  and  Allotment 
Holders'  A. 

Sandhole  Workmen's  Social  Club  , 

East  Suffolk  Vegetable  Produce  G 
Westbury  Park  Allotments 


Treharris  Allotments  and  Gar- 
deners' A. 

Tredegar  and  District  Allotment 
Holders. 

Pont  Neath  Vaughan  Allotments 


Glynneath  and  District  Allot- 
ment A. 

Featherstone  and  District  Allot- 
ment Holders'  A. 

Ashbourne  and  District  C.  Egg 
and  Poultry. 

Royal  Leamington  Spa  and  Dis- 
trict Allotments  A.  Federation 

Pegswood  and  District  Allotment 
and  Smallholders'  A. 

Kenfig  Hill  and  District  Allot- 
ment and  Gardeners'  A. 

Leicestershire  E.  Thrift  and  C. 
P.  Intensive  Production. 

Cricklewood  War  Food 

Ashley  Vale  Allotment  A 

Rugby  Trades  and  Labour  Hall 

Club  and  Institute. 
L.  V.  Trade  Supply    

Ystradgynlais  and  District 
Allotment  Holders  and  Cottage 
Gardeners'  A. 

Radyr  and  Morganstown  Allot- 
ments and  Cottage  Gardens  A. 


Registered  OfiBce. 


Ashville,     EUistown, 

Leicester. 
A  8  hie  a,  Maumbury 

Way,  Dorchester. 
6,  Woodcroft  avenue, 

Whitehall,  Bristol. 
Stores,     Clynderwen, 
Pembroke. 
Hillside,  Uplands, 

Pontardawe,  Glam. 

23,  Grey-st.,  Oxhill, 
Stanley,  co.Durham. 

86,  Princes  -  street, 
Ipswich. 

The  Dep6t,  Upper 
Cranbrook-rd.,  West- 
bury  Park,  Bristol. 

8,  Mary-st.,  Treharris, 
Glam. 

2,  Glyn-ter.,  Tredegar. 

White  Horse  Hotel, 
Pont  Neath  Vau- 
ghan, Neath. 

Myrddin  House, 
Glyn-Neath,  Neath. 

16a,  Featherstone- 
lane,  Featherstone, 
Pontefract. 

Mayfield  Hall,  Ash- 
bourne. 

4  4,  Greatheed  -  road, 
Leamington  Spa, 

Garden  Cottage,  Pegs- 
wood,  Morpeth. 

28,  Evan-street,  Ken- 
fig  Hill,  Bridgend. 

Let's  Co-op.  House, 
49,  Humberstone- 
road,  Leicester. 

28,  Heber-road,  Crick- 
lewood, N  W.  2. 

48,  Stafford-road, 
Bristol. 

16a,  Albert-st  ,Rugby. 

161,  King's-road, 
Reading. 

Marlais  House,  Wea- 
ver's-road, Ystrad- 
gynlais, Brecon. 

9,  Geljnis-ter.,  Mor- 
ganstown, Cardiff. 
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England  and  Wales— coto. 

Worcester  .... 

6269 

Porshore  C.  Preservers 

Pomona  Works,  High- 
ttreet,  Pershore, 

Worcester. 

Monmouth.... 

6270 

Llantaram,    Llanfrechla,   Upper 

Llan  tarnam ,     N  e  w  - 

and  Lower  and  Henllys   Gar- 

port, Monmouth. 

deners  and  Allotments  0. 

Derby 

6271 

Killamarsh  Amateur  Gardeners'A. 

Congregational 
Schoolroom,  Killa- 

- 

marsh,  Sheffield. 

Yorks 

6272 

Hemsworth   and  District  Allot- 

WestfieldVilla.Hems- 
worth,  Wakefield. 

ment. 

Glamorgan.... 

6273 

Glyncorrwg  Allotment 

36,  Brick-street,  Glyn- 
corrwg, Port  Talbot. 

Glamorgan .... 

6274 

Gilfach  Goch  Allotments  A.    ... 

Workmen's  Institute, 

• 

Evanstown,  Gilfach 
Goch,  Bridgend. 

Devon  

6275 

Exeter  and    District    Allotment 

110,  Monks-road, 

Holders'  C.  A. 

Exeter. 

Glamorgan .... 

6276 

Bryn  Afon  Allotment  A 

31,  Protheroe  -  street, 
Caerau,  Bridgend. 

Glamorgan .... 

6277 

Aber   and    Blaengwynfi  Garden 

Bryn  teg.Blaen  gwynfi, 

and  Allotment. 

Port  Talbot. 

Monmouth.. .. 

6278 

Abercarn    and    Gwmcarn    Allot- 

88,Gwyddon-rd.,Aber- 

ment  A. 

carn,Newport,Mon. 

Glamorgan .... 

6279 

Merthyr  and  District  Allotment 

4,   Fairview  -  terrace. 

Holders'  A. 

Merthyr  Tidvil. 

Derby 

6280 

Highfields.  Chaddetsden  and  Dis- 

2, Highfields  Cot- 

trict Allotments  A. 

tages,  Chaddesden, 
Derby. 

Glamorgan 

6281 

Cilfynydd  and  District  Allotment 

9  4  ,  Cilfynydd  -  road. 

A. 

Pontypridd. 

London  

6282 

Catford  Allotments  A 

2  4 ,    Penberth  -  road. 
S.E.  6. 

Staffs 

6283 

Oxley  Allotments  A 

2,  Knolton  Cottages, 
Bushbury-  lane, 

Wolverhampton. 

Yorks 

6284 

Tinsley  Garden 

75,  St.  Lawrance-road, 
Tinsley,  Sheffield. 

Yorks 

6286 

West  Bradford  Utility  Poultry  . . 

83,  Toller-lane,  Man- 
ningham,  Bradford 

Durham ..... 

6286 

Windlestone  Smallholdings  and 

63,Arthur-st.,Windle- 

Allotments  A. 

stone,   Ferry    Hill, 
CO.  Durham. 

Monmouth .... 

6267 

Blackwood  and  District  Allotment. 

"  Oakleigh,"  Cefn-rd., 
Blackwood,     New- 
port, Mon. 

Gloucester .... 

6288 

Ashley  Down  and  District  Small- 

32, Park-avenue,  Ash- 

holding and  Allotment  A. 

ley  Down,  Bristol. 

Carnarvon  .... 

6289 

Glansoch  G.  Implement    

Neigwl    Ucha,   Bott- 
wnog,  Pwllheli. 

Glamorgan.. .. 

6290 

Pontrhydyfen  and  District  Allot- 

" Rhiwfelen,"     Pont- 

ment. 

rhydyfen,    Port 
Talbot. 

New  Societies  Registered. 
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No. 
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England  and  Wales— cow. 

Glamorgan . . . . 

6291 

Skewen  and  District  Agricultural, 

21,      Cardonnel-road, 

Cottage  Gardeners',  Allotment- 

Skewen,  Neath. 

holders',  &  Poultry  Keepers'  A. 

Durham 

6292 

Spennymoor  Allotment  Holders' 

4,  BafE-street,  Spenny- 

A. 

moor. 

London  

6293 

Hand-loom  Industry 

102,     Fulham  -  road, 

S.W.3. 

Wilts. 

6294 

Atworth    and    District   Agricul- 

Hulberts,     Atworth, 

tural  C.     (an  amalgamation  of 

Melksham. 

5340    R.    Wilts,   and  6041   R. 

Wilts.) 

Gloucester  . .  . . 

6295 

Cheltenham  and   District  Allot- 

St.  George's  Nur- 

ment and  Smallholders. 

series,  St  George's- 
road,  Cheltenham. 

Derby 

6296 

Ashbourne  and  District  G.  Milk 

Victoria      Chambers, 

Producers'  A 

Asb  bourne. 

Monmouth.. .. 

6297 

Cwmfelinfach  Allotments 

6,   Mill-street,  Cwm- 
felinfach, Newport, 
Mon. 

Glamorgan     . . 

6298 

Partridge-road  (Llwynpia)  Allot- 

73,   Partridge  -  road, 

ment. 

Llwynypia 
(Rhondda),  Glam. 

Warwick 

6299 

Church  End  Gardens  (Coventry). 

Edale,    Harefield-rd., 
Coventry. 

Anglesey     .... 

6300 

South  Anglesey  Agricultural  Im- 

Cerrig Barcud,  Bryn- 

plement. 

siencyn,     Llanfair- 
pwllgwyngyll,  Ang- 
lesey. 

Yorks 

6301 

Rectory  Field  (Parkgate)   Allot- 

Holly  Bush   Tavern, 

ment. 

Parkgate,    Rother- 
ham. 

Gloucester  . . . 

6302 

Winchcombe  Unionist  Working 

Abbey-ter.,      Winch- 

Men's Club. 

combe,  GIos. 

Carmarthen   . . 

6308 

Ammanford  and  Dist'ct  Farmers' 

Parcwern,     Amman- 

Trading   and    Cattle    Auction 

ford,  Carmarthen. 

Mart. 

Glamorgan .... 

6304 

Nantymoel   and    District    Allot- 

9,  Pembroke-terrace. 

ment  and  Gardeners'  A. 

Nantymoel,  Bridg- 
end. 

Derby 

6305 

Pilsley  Grange  Allotments 

19,  Queen-st.,  Pilsley, 

Chesterfield. 

Glamorgan 

6306 

Upper  Trehafod  Allotment  .... 

12,  Bryn   Eirw,   Tre- 
hafod, Pontypridd. 

Yorks 

6807 

Bradford  Poultry   

15,   Deneside-terrace, 

Smiddles-lane, 

Bradford. 

Durham 

6808 

Ferryhill   Station   Smallholders' 

10,  Clive-st.,  Ferryhill 

and  Allotment  Holders'  A. 

Station,  CO  Durh'm 

Warwick.. .. 

6309 

Birmingham    Industrial  C.    (an 

High-street,  Birming- 

amalgamation of  2252  R.  War- 

ham. 

wick  and  5064  R.  Staffs.) 

Glamorgan .... 

6310 

Trealaw  UnitedAllotment 

6,  Garth-rd.,  Trealaw, 

Holders'  A. 

Dinas     (Rhondda) , 
Glam. 
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Yorks 

6311 

Ossett  and  District  Allotments  . 

65,    Horbury  -  road, 
Ossett,  Yorks. 

Denbigh 

6312 

Llangemiew  0.  Cheese  Factory  . . 

The    Factory,    Llan- 
gemiew,   Abergelp, 
Denb'gh. 

Warwick 

6813 

Keresley  Allotments  ........•••■ 

Heathfield  -   terrace. 

Keresley,  Coventry. 

Glamorgan 

6314 

Blackmill  and  District  Allotment 

2,  Ivor-terrace,  Black- 

and  Gardeners'  A. 

mill,  Bridgend. 

Leicester 

6315 

Bagworth  and  District  Allotment 

90,  Station-road,  Bag- 

and  Smallholders. 

worth,  Leicester. 

Yorks 

6316 

Goole    Smallholders    and   Allot- 

15,    Clifton   Gardens, 

ment  A. 

Goole, 

Yorks 

6317 

Methley    Allotment    and     Gar- 
deners' A. 

Methley  Junction  In- 
stitute,     Methley, 

Leeds. 

Glamorgan 

6318 

Penrhys   and  Tylorstown   Allot- 

8, Deri-street,  Tylors- 

ment and  Gardeners'  A. 

town,  Pontygwaith 
(Rhondda),  Glam. 

Lanes 

6319 

Rhodes  and  District  Allotments  A. 

39,  Cross  St.,  Rhodes, 
Manchester. 

Derby 

6320 
6321 

Derby  and  District  Allotment  A... 
Milton    and    District    Working- 

62,  Statham-st.,Derby 
Market-street,  Milton, 

Staffs 

men's  Club  and  Institute. 

Stoke-on-Trent. 

Durham 

6322 

Hunwick       Smallholding      and 

Church    Institute, 

Allotment  A. 

Hunwick,  Willing- 
ton,  CO.  Durham. 

Derby 

6323 

Firs  and  District  Allotment  A.  . . 

71"*,  Moss-st.,  Derby. 

Yorks 

6324 

Eccleshill   and  District   Poultry 

21,Intake-rd  ,Fas;ley, 

Keepers. 

Eccleshill,  Br'dford 

Brecon 

6325 

Builth  Wells  and  District  C. 

5,  Irfon-road,  Builth 
Wells. 

Middlesex 

6326 

Brentham  Club  and  Institute  .... 

Brentham   Institute, 
M  e  a  d  V  a  1  e  -  road, 
Ealing.  W.  5. 

Durham    . .    . . 

6327 

Sunderland  and  District  Poultry  A. 

5,    Frederick  -  street, 
Sunderland. 

Warwick 

6328 

Coventry    and    District   Poultry 

54,  St.  Michael's-row, 

Keepers. 

Stoke,  Coventry. 

Warwick 

6329 

Rugby    Garden    Allotment 
Holders'   A. 

Wells-street,  Rugby. 

Yorks 

6330 

Whitwood  Mere  Potteries  Allot- 
ment. 

26,  Pottery-st.,  Whit- 
wood Mere,  Castle- 

ford. 

Yorks 

6331 

New   Scarborough   and   District 

Homestead,  Alver- 

Allotment  Holders'  A. 

thorpe-road,  Wake- 
field. 

Yorks 

6332 

Horbury  and  District  Allotment 
Holders'  and  Gardeners'  A. 

23,  Parker-road,  Hor- 
bury, Wakefield. 

Glamorgan.... 

6333 

Cornelly  Allotment  Holders   . . . . 

Llwynon,    Maudlam, 
Pyle,  Bridgend. 

Durham 

6334 

Gateshead    and    District    Allot- 

West Field  Hall, 

ment  A. 

Alexandra -road, 
Gateshead. 
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Essex 

Gloucester  .... 

Leicester 

Lanes 

6385 

6336 

6337 

6338 
6339 
6340 
6341 

6342 
6243 

6344 
6345 
6346 
6347 
6348 

6349 
6350 

6351 
6352 
6353 

6354 

6355 
6356 

Ensland  and  Wales -cow. 

Walthamstow  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Engineers'  Club  and 
Institute. 

Bristol  and  District  Small- 
holdings and  Allotments  Fed- 
eration. 

Sileby  and  District  Liberal 
Working  Men's  Club  and 
Institute. 

Liverpool  Garden  Suburb  Hor- 
ticultural and  Allotments. 

Curzon-street  Station  Dining  and 
Supply  Stores. 

West  Didsbury  Allotments  A.  . . . 

Irthlingborough   Permanent 
Allotment  A. 

Maldon  and  District  Fishermen's 

C. 
Deudraeth  C 

182,  Hoe-street,  Wal- 
thamstow, E.17. 

17,  Almorah  -  road, 
Victoria  Park,  Bed- 
minster,  Bristol. 

2,  Barrow-rd.,  Sileby, 
Loughborough. 

9,  Nook  Rise,  Waver- 
tree,  Liverpool. 

Curzon-street  Station, 
Birmingham. 

5,  Clarence  -  street, 
Manchester. 

14,  College-street 
Irthlingborough, 
Wellingborough. 

32,  North-st.,  Maldon. 

2,  Gri  f  f  i n  -  terrace, 
Penrh  yndeudraeth . 
Merioneth. 

Hill    House    Estate, 

Sketty,  Glamorgan . 
Penpole,  Shirehamp- 

toD,  Bristol. 
8,   Chelmsford-street, 

Weymouth. 
69,    York-st.,    Pelaw, 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Brynafon,  P  e  n  t  r  e  - 

poth,    Morriston, 

Glamorgan. 

3,  Wesley-rd.,  Kiveton 
Park,  Sheffield. 

Singleton;  Grange, 
Poulton  -  le  -  Fylde, 
Preston. 

6,  The  Market,  Swan- 
sea. 

8,  Carlton-lane,  Roth- 
well, Leeds. 
Spencer    Arms, 

Barugh  Green, 

Barnsley. 
14,  Maesteg-  road, 

Cwmfelin,  Maesteg, 

Bridgend. 
1,  Merthyrmawr-road, 

Bridgend. 
32,  Common  End, 

Streethouse,  Ponte- 

fract. 

Warwick 

Lanes 

Northampton  . 

Essex 

Merioneth  .... 

Glamorgan .    . . 
Gloucester  .... 

Dorset 

Durham  ...... 

Glamorgan .... 

Yorks 

Lanes 

Sketty  Allotments 

Avonmouth  Garden  Suburb    .... 

Weymouth    and    District   Allot- 
ment Holders  and  Gardeners'  A 
Pelaw  and  Bill  Quay  Allotments  A. 

Morriston  Allotment 

Kiveton  Park  and  District  Gar- 
den Holders'  A. 
Singleton  Ploughing  &  Threshing. 

Swansea  Poultry  Corn  C 

Glamorgan   . . 
Yorks 

Rothwell  District  Gardening  A. . . 
Barugh  Green  Allotment  

Maesteg  South  Allotment    

Bridgend  Allotment  A 

Yorks 

Glamorgan 

Glamorgan.... 
Yorks 

Streethouse   and    District  Allot- 
ment Holders'  A. 
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i 

England  and  Walks— con. 

Yorks 

6367 
6358 
6359. 
6360 
6361 
6362 
6363 
6364 
6365 

6366 
6867 
6368 
6369 

6370 
6371 
6372 

6373 

6374 
6375 
6376 

6377 
6378 
6379 

6380 

Balne-lane  Allotment    

115,  Lincoln  -  street, 

Wakefield. 
Club  House,  Newbold- 

road,  Rugby. 
3,Rownham  Cottages, 

Hotwells,  Bristol. 
18,  Seymour-road, 

Staple  Hill,  Bristol. 
Hill  Fann.Wykeham, 

Yorks. 
Lee  Crofts,  Caterham 

Valley,  Surrey. 
13,Broad-st.,Southsea 

B.O..  Portsmouth. 
Estate   Office,  Rhiw- 

bina,  Cardiff. 
8,  The  Limes.  Butler's 

Hill,  Hucknall, 

Nottingham 
Room  43,  3,  New-st., 

Birmingham. 
29,  Littlemoor  -  road, 

Pudsey,  Leeds. 
18,  Quay-road    Brid- 
lington. 
Stores  Hafod  Lon, 

Llandegfan,  Menai 

Bridge,  Anglesey. 

39,  Bryne-road,  Wol- 
verhampton. 

40,  Lower  Petergate, 
York. 

Houseof  Hora  ceRiley, 
Blagreaves     Lane, 
Littleover,  Derby. 

Balbania    House, 
Cwmgarw-road, 
Brynamman,  Carm. 

11,  Batley-rd.,  Wake- 
field. 

Cartref,    Bryn  -  road, 
Tondu,  Bridgend. 

51,  Alexandra-rd.,  Six 
Bells,    Abertillery, 
Monmouth. 

25,   Overend -road 
Worksop. 

Liberal  Club,  Silsden, 
Keighley, 

The   Hut,   Mitcham- 
road      Allotments, 
Croydon. 

24,  Frith-street,  Leek. 

Warwick 

Gloucester  .... 
Gloucester .... 
Yorks 

Rugby  Amalgamated  Engioeers' 
Club  and  Institute. 

Hotwells  and  District  Allotments 
A. 

Staple  Hill  and  District  Allot- 
ments. 

Wykeham  and  District  Milk  Pro- 
ducers. 

Caterham  and  District  Allotments. 

Milton  and  District  Allotment 
Holders'  A. 

R  h  i  w  b  i  n  a  Horticultural  and 
Allotments. 

Hucknall  and  District  Small- 
holdings and  Allotments. 

Warwickshire  Fruit   and    Vege- 
table Collecting. 
Pudsey  and  District  Smallholders. 

Bridlington  and  District  Agricul- 
tural Trading 
Llandegfan  and  District  C 

South  Wolverhampton   Allot- 

ment  Holders'  A. 
York  and  District  Allotment  A. . . 

Littleover  Food  Production  A.   . 

Brynamman     Agricultural    and 
Allotment. 

Alverthorpe      Hall      Allotment 

Holders'  A. 
Tondu,  Aberkenfig  and  District 

Allotments  A. 
Six  Bells  Workmen's  Club  and 

Institute. 

Worksop    and     District    Allot- 
ments A. 
Silsden  Smallholders'    

Surrey 

Hants 

Glamorgan.... 
Notts 

Warwick 

Yorks 

Yorks 

Anglesey 

Staffs 

Yorks 

Derby 

Carmarthen . . . 
Yorks 

Glamorgan.... 
Monmouth   . . . 

Notts 

Yorks 

Surrey  ....... 

Staffs 

Mitcham  -  road       Allotment 
Holders'  C. 

Leek  Garden  Allotment  Holders' 
A. 

I 
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Glamorgan .... 

Durham 

Staffs 

Durham 

Gloucester  .... 

London  

Yorks 

Staffs 

6381 

6382 

6383 
6384 
6385 
6386 
6387 

6388 
6389 
6390 

6391 
6392 

6393 
6394 

6395 

6396 
6397 
6398 
6399 

England  and  Wales — con. 

Treorchy    Allotment    and    Gar- 
deners' A. 

Stockton  Allotment  Holders'  A. . . 
Longnor  Allotment  A 

87,  Tynybedw-st., Tre- 
orchy    (Rhondda), 
Glamorgan. 

Whittles  Coal  Ware- 
house, Kingston-st. , 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

The  School,  Longnor, 
Buxton. 

25    Market-  lane, 
Dunston,  Gatesh'd 

18,    Davis-st.,    Avon- 
mouth,  Bristol. 

20  Larkhall  Rise, 
Clapham,  S.W.  4. 

11,    Stainsby  -  street, 
Thornaby-on-Tees, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

2,    Sherwood  -  street, 
Wolverhampton . 

18,  Springswood  -  av., 
Shipley. 

10.   Pitt-street,    East 
Howie,  Ferry  Hill, 
CO.  Durham. 

51  Seaton  rd.,  Yeovil. 

54    Tymawr-road, 
L  1  a  n  d  a  ff  North, 
Cardiff. 

9,  Roslyn-road,  Red- 
land,  Bristol. 

22,  Chesham  -road, 
Kingston- on - 
Thames. 

Aimer  House,  Qorran 
Haven,  Gorran, 
Cornwall. 

The    Rectory,    Ruan 
Minor,  Cornwall. 

The    Hut,   Coverack, 
Cornwall. 

Brunslow,     Lydbury 
North,  Salop. 

Whitley    House, 
Whitley  Bay,  Nor- 
thumberland. 

Dunston  Gardeners    

Avonmouth    and   Shirehampton 

Allotment  Holders'  A. 
New  Era  Works 

Thornaby-on-Tees  Amateur  Gar- 
deners' A. 

Dunstall  Hill  C.  Allotment 

Shipley    and    District    Poultry 

Keepers'  A, 
East  Howe  Allotment 

Yorks 

Durham  ...... 

Somerset 

Glamorgan .... 

Gloucester  .... 
Surrey 

Cornwall 

Cornwall 

Cornwall 

Salop 

Yeovil  and  District  Allotment  A... 
Whitchurch  (Glam.)  and  District 
Agricultural  C. 

West  Bristol  and  District  Allot- 
ments A. 
Kingston  and  District  C 

Gorran  Haven  Fishermen's  C.  . . . 
Cadgwith  Fishermen's  C 

Coverack  Fishermen's  C 

South  Shropshire  Farmers 

Whitley  Bay  and  District  Unionist 
Club. 

Northumbrlnd. 
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County. 


Edinburgh  or 

Midlothian. 

Argyle 


Boss 


Orkney 
Boss    . 


Banff   

Aberdeen    . . . , 


Ayr 

Aberdeen 


Banff 


Aberdeen 


Perth , 

Caithness   .. .. 


Banff 


Elgin 

Kincardine 


Banff , 

Shetland 

Banff   

Aberdeen    ... 

Argyle 

Inverness    ... 


Argyle  , 

Argyle , 

♦Stirling 

Inverness    . . , 
Inverness    . . , 


Perth 


Aberdeen  . . . 
Caithness  . . . 
Aberdeen  ... 


No. 


578 
579 
680 

581 

582 

583 

584 

585 
586 

587 

588 

589 
590 

591 

592 
593 

594 

595 

596 

697 

598 

599 

600 
601 
602 
608 
604 

605 

606 
607 
608 


Name  of  Society. 


Registered  Office. 


n.— SCOTLAND. 
Scottish  Pig  Trade  Insurance 

Lismore  Agricultural  C 

Invergordon  and  District  C . . 


South  Pier  Agricultural  C 

Kincardine  (Ross-shire)  Agricul- 
tural C. 
Ballindalloch  Agricultural  C.  . . . 


New  Machar  Agricultural  C. 

Barr  District  Agricultural  C. 
Monymusk  Agricultural  C.  . , 


BalnamoonandCrannoch  District 
Stock  Breeding  and  Agricul- 
tural C. 

Kininmonth  District  Agricul- 
tural C. 

Auchterarder  Food  Producers'    . . 

Bower  Agricultural  C 


Drummuir  and    Glack   Agricul- 
tural C. 

Knockando  Agricultural  C 

Cookney  Agricultural  C 


Vale  of  Fiddich  and  Auchindoun 

Agricultural  C. 
Whiteness  Agricultural  C 


Greeness  Agricultural  C 

Muchalls  Golf  and  Sports  Club  . 

Appin  Agricultural  C    

Paible  Agricultural  C 


Sunart  Agricultural  C , 

lona  Agricultural  C 

KilsythC 

Gerinish  C 

Feorlig  and  Balmeanach   Rural 

C.  Credit. 
Strathtay  Farmers'  Trading  A.  . 

Lower  Donside  Horse-breeding   . 

Dunbeath  Agricultural  C 

Old  What  and  Dis  (New  Deer) 
Agricultural  C. 


18,  Duke-street, 
Edinburgh. 

Salen,  Lismore, 
Argyle. 

B.B  Block.Admiralty 
Bar'ks,  Inverg'don. 

Dale,  Eday,  Orkney. 

Kincardine,  Ardgay, 
Ross-shire. 

Bellehiglash,  Ballin- 
dalloch. 

The  Hall,  New 
Machar. 

Public  Hall,  Barr. 

5,  The  Square,  Mony- 
musk. 

Balnamoon,  Grange 
by  Keith. 

Bogs,  Kininmonth. 

Auchterarder,  Perth. 
Gillock,  Bower,  Caith- 
ness. 
Glack  by  Keith. 

Roseville,  Knockando. 

Blackbutts,  Muchalls, 
Stonehaven. 

Auchindoun,  Duff- 
town. 

School  House,  White- 
ness. 

Greeness,  Cummines- 
town. 

73,  Crown-st.,  Aber- 
deen. 

The  School  House, 
Appin. 

Hastin,  Bayhead, 
Lochmaddy,  N.  Uist 

Anaheilt,  Strontian. 

Sligneach,  lona. 

Townhead-st.  ,Kilsy  th 

Gerinish,  So. Uist. 

Feorlig,  by  Dun  vegan, 
Skye. 

Camserney  Cottage, 
Aberfeldy. 

Blackburn,  Kinellar. 

Knockally,  Dunbeath. 

Old  What,  New  Deer, 
Aberdeen. 


*  This  ii  an  amalgamation  of  the  Banton  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Reg.  No. 
Kilsyth  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Reg.  No.  24  R. 
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Inverness    .... 

Inverness    .... 
Inverness    .... 

Inverness    .... 

Caithness    .... 
Ross 

609 

610 
611 

612 

613 
614 

615 
616 

617 

618 
619 

620 

621 
622 

623 
624 
625 

626 

627 
628 
629 

630 

631 

632 
633 
634 

635 

636 

637 

688 
639 

640 

641 

Scotland— con. 

Waternish    and    District    Agri- 
cultural C. 

Kirkhill  Agricultural  0 

Ediobane     and     District    Agri- 
cultural 0. 

Dunvegan  Agricultural  C 

Tain  (Olrig)  Agricultural  C.    ... 
Tarbat  Agricultural  0 

Lochbay       School, 

Waternish,  Skye. 
Kirkhill,  Inverness. 
School,     Edinbane, 

Skye. 
Reading  Room,  Dun- 
vegan,  Skye. 
Tain  fOlrig),  Thurso. 
Balnabruach,      Port- 

mahomack. 
Murkle,  Thurso. 
Rhinetra,  Kensaleyre, 

Portree,  Skye. 
Schoolhouse,  Staffin. 

by  Portree. 
Manse.  Dallas,  Forres. 
Council  Chambers, 

Rothes. 
Parish  Council  Office, 

Muir  of  Ord. 
Oze  by  Dunvegan. 
Hall.  Tongue,  Suther- 
land. 
School,  Obbe,  Harris. 
School,  Stockinish. 
School,      Scalpay, 

Harris. 
Skeabostbridge,  by 

Poitree. 
Durinish,  Kyle. 
Armagour,  Coll. 
Meeting  House,  Kylis 

Scalpay. 
183a,    Union  -  street, 

Aberdeen. 
Woodhead    of    Cair- 

ness,  Rathen  Statn. 
Cuildorag,  Onish. 
Gorstan,  Carve. 
Invernauld,  I  n  v  e  r  - 

shin. 
Old    Town    Dairy, 

Broxburn. 
Schoolhouse,  Dyke, 

Forres. 
Post    Office,    Contin, 

Strathpeffer. 
Kilmorack,  Beauly. 
10,  Sconser,  Portree, 

Skye. 
Kilchrenan,  Argyle. 

High  Achaleven,  Con- 
nell. 

Caithness    .... 
Inverness    .... 

Inverness 

Elgin 

Elgin  

Ross   

Murkle  Agricultural  C 

Kensaleyre  Agricultural  C 

Staffin  Agricultural  C 

Dallas  Agricultural  C 

Inchberry  Agricultural  C 

Muir  of  Ord  Agricultural  C 

Struanmore  Agricultural  0 

Tongue  Agricultural  C 

Inverness    

Sutherland .... 

Inverness    .... 
Inverness    .... 
Inverness    .... 

Inverness    

Ross    

Strond  and  Obbe  Agricultural  0. .. 

Stockinish  Agricultural  C 

Scalpay  Island  Agricultural  C.    . . 

Skeabostbridge  Agricultural  C.   . 

Lochalsh  Agricultural  C 

Coll  Agricultural  C    

Argyle 

Inverness    .... 

Aberdeen  

Aberdeen  

Inverness    .... 

Ross    

Sutherland  .... 

Edinburgh   or 

Midlothian 
Elgin  

Ross 

Kylis  Scalpay  Agricultural  C 

Aberdeen  Dairy  and  Central  Milk 

Depot 
Buchan  Farmers'  A 

Nether  Lochaber  Agricultural  C. 

Garve  Agricultural  C 

Rosehall  Agricultural  C 

Broxburn  Agricultural  C 

Dyke  Agricultural  C 

Contin  Agricultural  C 

Kilmorack  Agricultural  C 

Sconser  Rural  C.  Credit    

KilchreHan  and  Dibtrict  Agricul- 
tural C. 
Lorn  Agricultural  C 

Inverness    

Inverness    . . . 

Argyle 

Argyle     
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Argyle. 


Elgin  ... 
Inverness 

fAberdeen 


642 

643 
614 

646 


Scotland— con. 
Loch  Shiel  C 

Dunphail  Agricultural  C 
Kildonan  Agricultural  C 

Northern  C 


Moss,  Acharacle, 
Argyie. 

Dhusach,  Dunphail. 

Kildonan,  Milton, 
South  Uist. 

64,  Loch-street,  Aber- 
deen. 


III.— IRELAND. 


County. 


Down 


Gavan  . . . . 
Mayo  ...'. 
Tipperary 
Tipperary 
Antrim  . . 
Gal  way  . . 
Mayo   . .  . . 


Monaghan 
Tyrone  . . . 
Cork   


Meath 


Sligo , 

Tipperary   . , 


Mayo  ., 
Galway 


Clare 


Fermanagh 
Clare    


Limerick 
Lei  trim  . 
Leitrim  . 
Cork    ... 


Westmeath  . , 
King's  Co.  . . . 


Tipperary  . . . . 


1287 
1288 
1289 
1290 
1291 
1292 
1293 

1294 
1295 
1296 

1297 

1298 
1299 

1300 
1301 

1302 

1303 
1304 

1305 
1306 

1307 
1308 
1309 
1310 

1311 


Name  of  Society. 


1286     Bann  C.  Agricultural 


Registered  Office. 


Crosserlough  C.  Agricultural 
Knocksaxon  C.  Agricultural 
Rear  Cross  C.  Creamery   . . . . 
Kilcommon  C.  Creamery  . . . . 

B.  B   Farm  C 

Kilreecl  C  Agricultural 

Irishtown  C   Agricultural    . . 


Mulladuff  C.  Agricultural 
Camus  C.  Agricultural  . . . 
Freemount  Dairy   


Kilskyre  C  Agricultural  . 

Ballyrush  C.  Agricultural 
Ballycarron  C  Creamery  . 


Drummin  C.  Agricultural  . 
Ballingarry  C.  Agricultural 

Kilsharmy  C.  Agricultural 


Lisbellaw  C.  Stores    

Carron  and  Noughaville  C.  Agri- 
cultural. 

Tang  C.  Agricultural .....    

Rahan  C^  Agricultural 


Foynes  C.  Tillage  

Creevelea  C.  Creamery 

Brefini  C.  Creamery  

Whitechurch  C.  Agricultural 


Dunkerrin  0.  Agricultural 


Moneygore,    Rathfri- 

land. 
Ballyjamesduff. 
Knocksaxon,  Balla. 
Rear  Cross,  Newport. 
Kilcommon,  Thurles. 
Foithill,  Ballycarry. 
Kilreecl,  Loughrea. 
Irishtown,      Clare- 

morris. 
Smithboro'. 
Strabane. 
Freemount,     Charle- 

ville. 
Temperance     Hall, 

Killskyre  Kells. 
Ballyrush,  Boyle. 
Ballycarron,    D  o  1 1  a 

Nenagh. 
Drummin,  Westpcrt 
Ballingarry,  Kil- 

chreest,  Loughrea. 
Kilshanny,    Ennisty- 

mon 
Lisbellaw 
Carron,      Kilnaboy, 

Kilfenora. 
Tang,  MuUingar. 
Rahan,     N.S.,      Tul- 

lamore. 
Foynes. 
Creevelea. 
Dromahair. 
Farranastig,     White- 
church. 
Dunkerriui  Boscrea. 


t  This  is  a  conversion  of  a  company  rf  gistered  under  the  Companies  Acts. 
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County. 

No. 

1312 

1313 
1314 
1315 
1316 
1317 
1318 
1319 

1320 
1321 
1322 
1323 
1324 

1325 
1326 
1327 
1328 
1329 
1330 

1331 
1332 

1333 

1334 
1335 

1336 
1337 
1338 

1339 
1340 
1341 
1342 
1343 
1344 
1345 

1346 
1347 

1348 
1349 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  Office. 

Fermanagh  . . . 

Limerick 

West  Meath  . . 
Waterford  .... 

Cork 

Kilkenny    .... 

Mayo  

Cork    

Westmeath     . . 
Limerick    . . . 
Kilkenny    .... 

Mayo   

Kilkenny    .... 

Limerick    .... 
Westmeath    . 

Antrim    

Mayo   

Tipperary   . . . 
West  Meath  . . 

Fermanagh  . . . 
Donegal 

Down 

Mayo 

Down 

Cavan  

Cavan  

Tipperary   .... 

Fermanagh  . . . 

Wexford 

Tipperary   .... 

Limerick 

Cork 

Ireland— con. 

Belleek  0.  Agricultural  &  Dairy . 
(an  amalgamation  of  No.  342 
R.  Fermanagh  and  359  R.  Fer- 
managh.) 

Meanus  C.  Farm  Implement  .... 

Coole  C  Agricultural 

Belleek. 

Meanus  Kiknallock. 
Coole. 

Passage  East. 
Kilmurry,  Lissarda. 
Thomas-st.,  Kilkenny 
BelmuUet. 

Meenygorman,    Mee- 
lin, Newmarket. 
Ballymore. 
Cappagh,  Ballingrane. 
Rathpatrick  Slieverue 
Tample,  Charlestown. 
MuUinavat. 

Knockaney,  BrufE. 
Balrath  Mill,  Killucan 
Castle-street,  Lisburn 
Moneen,  Castlebar. 
Coolmoyne,  Fethard. 
MiUtown.N.S.,  Bally- 

nacargy. 
Irvinestown. 
Ballybofey. 

Magheraconluce, 

Hillsborough. 
Geesala,  Ballina. 
Drumarood,      Castle- 

wellen. 
Shercock. 
Bailieborough. 
9,  Wolfe  Tone-street, 

Clonmel. 
Newtownbutler. 
Blackwater. 
Ballingarry,  Thurles. 
Knocklong. 
Kiskeam,  Banteer. 
Cullen,  Millstreet. 
43      Thomas  -  street, 

Waterford. 
KiUenaule,  Thurles. 
Dechomet,  Banbridge 

Omagh. 
High-street,  Athlone. 

Crooke  C  Agricultural 

Kilmurry  C.  Agricultural 

Kilkenny  C.  Creamery 

Erris  C.  Milling 

Meelin  C.  Creamery 

Ballymore  C.  Agricultural    

Ballingrane  C.  Agricultural 

Slieverue  C.  Creamery 

Tample  C.  Agricultural 

MuUinavat   G.    Agricultural  and 

Dairy  (an  amalgamation  of  No. 

665  R.   Kilkenny  and  815   R. 

Kilkenny). 

Knockaney  C.  Agricultural 

Turin  C.  Agricultural  

Lisburn  Garden  Plots  A 

Moneen  G.  Agricultural    

Rathbrit  C.  Farm  Implement .... 
Skeagh  C.  Agricultural 

Derryvellen  C.  Agricultural 

Ballybofey    and    Stranorlar     C. 

Agricultural. 
Anahilt  C  Flax 

Geesala  C.  Milling  &  Agricultural. 
Draperhill  C.  Flax 

Shercock  C.  Agricultural 

Lear  C   Agricultural 

Clonmel  C  Stores 

Newtownbutler  C.  Agricultural . . 

Castletalbot  C.  Agricultural 

Slievardagh  Farmers'  0 

Knocklong  C.  Agricultural 

Kiskeam  C  Creamery 

Cork 

Cullen  C.  Creamery   

Waterford  .... 

Tipperary   .... 
Down 

Tyrone 

Roscommon  . . 

Waterford  C 

Suir  Valley  Creameries  A 

Drumgooland  C.  Flax  and  Agri- 
cultural. 

Omagh  C.  Flax  and  Agricultural . 

Athlone  C.  Industrial  and  Agri- 
cultural. 
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Connty. 

No. 

Name  of  Society. 

Registered  Office. 

Down 

Carlow 

Mayo   

Down 

Mayo   

Down 

Limerick    

Mayo   

Mayo   

Down 

Roscommon  .. 

Roscommon  .. 
Antrim 

1350 
1351 

1352 
1353 

1354 
1355 

1356 

1357 
1358 

1359 
1360 

1861 
1362 

Ibeland— con. 

Loughislandreavy  C.  Flax    

Glynn  (Co.  Carlow)  C.  Threshing 
and  Agricultural. 

Louisburgh  C.  Agricultural   

Kilmore  C.  Flax 

Moneyscalp,  Kilcoo. 
Glynn. 

Louisburgh. 

Loughani  sland, 
Clough. 

Carrowmore,  Ballina 

Loughbrickland, 
Banbridge. 

Ballyshonikin,  K  i  1- 
mallock. 

Belderrig. 

Crossboyne,  Clare- 
morris. 

Leitrim,  Banbridge. 

Killgorrive,  Ballin- 
asloe. 

Grange,  Tulsk. 

Church-st.,  Bally- 
money. 

Attycarra  C.  Agricultural   

Silverford  C  Flax 

Effin  C.  Milling 

Belderrig  C.  Agricultural 

Crossboyne  C.  Agricultural 

Leitrim  Farmers'  C. 

Oreagh  C.  Agricultural 

Killukin  C.  Agricultural  

North  Antrim  Agricultural  A. 

I 
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III.— LIST  OF  INDUSTRIAL  AND  PROVIDENT  SOCIETIES  REMOVED 

FROM  THE  REGISTER  DURING  1917. 

(See  Report  12,  page  130.) 

I.— ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

(«)  Members.       (b)  Share  Capital.        (c)  Total  Assets. 

County. 

No. 

Name  and  Registered  Office  of 

Cause  of  Removal. 

Society. 

Document  Registered. 

Yorks 

80 

Sowerby  Bridge  United  District 
Flour,  Walton-st.,   Sowerby 

Final     winding     up 
notice. 

Bridge. 

Yorks 

526 

Halifax  Flour,  Bailey  Hall  Mill, 
Halifax. 

Final     winding      up 
notice. 

Yorks 

1633 

Sheffield   Cutlery  C.  Productive, 
Unity     Works,     Eldon-street, 

Final     winding      up 
notice. 

Sheffield. 

Cornwall 

1810 

Darite  C.,  Darite,   Saint    Cleer, 

Transferred     engage- 

Liskeard, 

ments    993,    Corn- 
wall. 

Warwick 

2252 

Birmingham   I.  C,   High-street, 

Amalgamated      with 

Birmingham. 

5064  Staffs.,  to  form 
6809  Warwick. 

Kent    

2475 

Folkestone   Trading  Bank,     8, 

Final     winding     up 

Dover-road,  Folkestone. 

notice. 

Yorks 

2650 

Colne  Vale   Corn   Millers,   Biit- 
annia  Mills,  Slaithwaite,  Hud- 

Final     winding     up 
notice. 

dersfield. 

London  

2681 

College   Buildings  C,  266,  Gos- 
well-road,  E.C.  1. 

Converted  to  Co.  Ltd. 

Kent    

2725 

Cliffe-at-Hoo  C.    Store,  Station- 

Transferred     engage- 

road, Cliffe-at-Hoo,  Rochester. 

ments  2421,  Kent. 

Yorks 

2922 

Delph   and   District   C.  Woollen 
Manufacturing,    Pingle     Mill, 

Final     winding      up 
notice. 

Delph,  Oldham. 

Leicester 

3187 

Hand-in-Hand  Freehold  L.,  Daisy 

Reg      Cancelled     as 

Villa,    Gipsy  -  lane,    Belgrave, 

ceased  to  exist. 

Leicester. 

Derby 

3794 

White    Lion    Inn   Loan,   White 

Reg.     Cancelled     as 

Lion  Inn,  Ilkeston,  Derbyshire. 

ceased  to  exist. 

London  

3805 

Hunt  and  Chambers  C.  Boot  and 

Reg.     Cancelled     for 

Clothing,    79,   Hazelville-road, 

default. 

Hornsey,  N.8. 

London  

3829 

West  Southwark  Liberal  and  Radi- 

Reg.    Cancelled     as 

cal    Club,    234,    Union-street, 

ceased  to  exist. 

Borough,  S.E.,  1. 

Warwick    

3830 

Coventry  Builders,  53,  Springfield- 

Dissolved  by  Instru- 

road, Coventry. 

ment    (a)    12,     (6) 
£134,  (c)  nil. 

London  

3994 

Lewisham  Progressive  Club, 

Reg.     Cancelled     as 

Lanier-road,    Hither     Green-, 

ceased  to  exist. 

lane,  Lewisham,  S.E.  13. 

850 
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County. 

No. 

Name  and  Registered  Office  of 

Canse  of  Removal. 

Society. 

Document  Registered. 

England  and  Wales -con. 

Derby; 

4018 

Derby  Umbrella  Manufacturers, 

Reg      Cancelled     as 

818,  Normanton-road,  Derby. 

ceased  to  exist. 

Lanes 

4155 

Circle     Homeland     Colony,     29, 

Dissolved  by  Instru- 

Beedley   Park-road,     Seedley, 

ment    (a)    20,    (b) 

Manchester. 

£226.  (c)  £370. 

Cornwall 

4205 

Catchall    Poultry,   Catchall,   St. 

Dissolved  by  Instru- 

Buryan, CornwaU. 

ment   (a)     22,     (6) 
£18,  (c)  £81. 

Northumbrlnd. 

4227 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Coal  Ven- 

Final    winding     up 

dors    A.,    21,    George's  -  road, 

notice. 

Elswick,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Lanes 

4389 

Sovereign  C.  Provident,  Midland 

Reg.     Cancelled     as 

Chambers,  29,  Ranelagh-street, 

ceased  to  exist. 

Liverpool. 

Glamorgan .... 

4676 

Cardiff    Allotment     and    Small- 

Final    winding      up 

holders,  8,  Malefant-pL.Cardiff 

notice. 

London    

4761 

Poplar    Consitutional    Club,    1, 

Dissolved  by  Instru- 

Newby-place,  Poplar,  E.  14. 

ment  (a)  14,  {b)  nil, 
(c)  nil. 

Northumbrlnd. 

4855 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Small  Hold- 

Reg     Cancelled     for 

ings,    2,    Slatyford-lane,   East 

default. 

Denton,  Scotswood,  Northum- 

berland. 

London   

4991 

Hammersmith  Morris  Memorial 

Final    Winding-up 

Hall,  33,  Mall-road,  Hammer- 

Notice. 

smith,  W.  6. 

Durham 

5027 

Penshaw  and  District  Working 

Reg.     Cancelled    for 

Men's     Club     and     Institute, 

default. 

Penshaw  House,  Old  Penshaw, 

Fence  Houses. 

Cheshire     

5045 

Higher  Bebington  Allotments  A., 

Reg.     Cancelled     as 

Higher     Bebington     Schools, 

ceased  to  exist. 

Higher  Bebington,  Birkenhead. 

London  

5063 

London  Thrift  A.,  25,  Parkhouse- 

Reg.      Cancelled    by 

st.,  Camberwell,  S.E,  5. 

request.    No  mem- 
bers or  funds. 

Staffs 

5064 

Moor  Pool   Supply  A.,   26,  The 
Circle,  Harborne,  Birmingham. 

Amalgamated   with 
2252  R.  Warwick  to 

form  6309  R.  War- 

wick. 

Glam 

5094 

Swansea    and    District    C.   Coal 

Dissolved   by  instru- 

Consumers   and    General 

ment    (a)    16,    (b) 

Dealers,   5,  Greenfield-terrace, 

£15,  (c)  £15. 

Landore. 

Warwick    

5098 

Federated  Growers,  Bank  Cham- 

Final   Winding-up 

bers,   1,    Bromsgrove-st.,    Bir- 

notice. 

mingham. 

Warwick    

5152 

Shirley  Allotments,  Field  View, 

Reg.     Cancelled     by 

Solihull-rd.,  Shirley,  Birming- 

request.   No  mem- 

ham. 

bers  or  funds. 

Hants 

5233 

Cheriton  and  District  Rural  C, 
house    of    Mr.    M.   Tithecott, 

Reg.     Cancelled     by 
request.    No  mem- 

Lane   End,    Longwood,  Win- 

bers or  funds. 

chester. 

Societies  Removed  prom  Kegistee. 
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County. 

No. 

Cambs 

5246 

Brecon 

6288 

Dorset 

5296 

Wilts 

5340 
5376 

Durham 

Kent 

5387 
5410 

Durham 

Wilts 

5414 
5429 

Glamorgan 

Dorset 

5488 

Glamorgan .... 

5452 

Middlesex  .... 

5474 

Anglesey 

5482 

London  

5498 

Warwick 

5531 

London  

5540 

Name  and  Registered  OfBce  of 
Society. 


England  and  Wales— cow. 

Histon  and  Impington  Small- 
holders' A.,  The  Firs-road, 
Histon,  Cambridge. 

Crickhowell  and  District  Farmers' 
C,  5,  Standard-street,  Crick- 
howell, Brecon. 

Winterbourne  Zelstone  and  Dis- 
trict Agricultural  C,  CLarn- 
borough  Park  Estate  Office, 
Morden,  Wareham,  Dorset. 

Corsham  Agriculturalists,  Hart- 
ham,  Corsham,  Wilts. 

West  Boldon  Bank  Hou<?e 
Working-men's  Social  Club 
and  Institute,  Bank  House, 
West  Boldon,  East  Boldon, 
CO.  Durham. 

Faversham  Agricultural  C,  71, 
West-street,  Faversham,  Kent 

Shotton  and  District  Workmen's 
Social  Club  and  Institute,  Old 
Shotton-lane,  Shotton  Colliery, 
Castle  Eden,  co.  Durham. 

Mere  and  District  Egg  and 
Poultry,  Dewes  House,  Salis- 
bury-street, Mere,  Wilts. 

Merthyr  C.  Garden  Village,  8, 
Brynmorlais,  Penydarren,  Glam 

West  Moors  &  District  Farmers' 
Club,  The  Homestead,  Pine- 
hurst-road,  West  Moors,  Wim- 
borne. 

Beehive  C.,65,  Hernon-rd.,  Caerau, 
Bridgend. 

Willesden  and  Harlesden  Branch 
of  British  Socialist  Party  Work- 
ing Men's  Club  and  Institute, 
84,  Strode-road,  Willesden 
Green,  N.W.  10. 

Mona  Bacon  Factory  and 
Farmers'  A.,  Plas  Llanfair 
Farm,  LlanfairpwU,  Anglesey. 

Car  Owners'  Supply  A.,  121,  Vic- 
toria-st.,  Westminster,  8.W.  1. 

Walmley  and  District  Allotments 
and  Smallholdings  A.,  Birch 
Holme,  Walmley-rd.,  Walmley, 
Birmingham. 

Haggerston  Conservative  and 
Unionist  Club,  258,  Kingsland- 
road,  E.  2. 


Cause  of  Removal. 
Document  Registered. 


Dissolved  by  instru- 
ment, (a)  26,  (6)  £13, 
(c)  £13. 

Reg.  Cancelled  by 
request.  No  mem- 
bers or  funds. 

Reg.  Cancelled  by 
request.  No  mem- 
bers or  funds. 

Amalgamated  with 
6041  R.  Wilts  to 
form  6294  R.  Wilts. 

Final  winding  up 
notice. 


Dissolved  by  instru- 
ment, (a)  11,  (6)  £18, 
(c)  £5. 

Final  winding  up 
notice. 


Reg.  Cancelled  by 
request.  No  mem- 
bers or  funds. 

Final  winding  up 
notice. 

Reg.  Cancelled  by  re- 
quest. No  mem- 
bers or  funds. 

Dissolved  by  instru- 
ment (a)  86,  (b)  nil, 
(c)  £8. 

Reg.  Cancelled  for 
default. 


Final  winding  up 
notice. 

Final  winding  up 
notice. 

Dissolved  by  instru- 
ment (a)  25,  (6)  £5, 
(c)  nil. 

Reg.  Cancelled  as 
ceased  to  exist. 


352 


Societies  Removed  fkom  Register. 


County. 

No. 

Derby      

5577 

Somerset    . .  - 

5661 

Men 

5719 

Lanes 

5732 
5839 

Cornwall 

Gha'nel  Islands 

5861 

Durham 

5873 

Northumbrlnd. 

5902 

Lanes 

590) 

Glamorgan .... 

5927 

London  

5940 

London 

5986 

Hants 

6007 

London  

6037 

Staffs  

6058 

Wilts 

6041 

Name  and  Registered  Office  of 
Society. 


England  and  Wales— con. 


Rii-ley    C.     Smallholders, 
Depot,  Risley,  Derby. 


The 


Cause  of  Removal. 
Document  Registered. 


North  Somerset  Agricultural  C. 
A.,  24,  Radstock-rd.,  Midsomer 
Norton,  Bath. 

Caerwent  and  District  Agricul- 
tural C,  New  House  Farm, 
Caerwent,  Chepstow. 

Skelmersdale  Farmers'  Trading, 
9,  Liverpool-road,  Skelmers- 
dale, Lanes. 

Penzance  and  District  Growers' 
A.,  Boscathnoe  Heamoor, 
Penzance. 

Forward  C. ,  The  Bridge,  S.  Samp- 
sons. Guernsey. 

Dorman's  Social  Club  Club 
House,  Lanehester  Durham. 

Avenue  Social  Club.  3,  Second- 
avenue,  Heaton.  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne 

Preston  Shoe  and  Slipper  Makers, 
Atlantean  Works,  Grimshaw- 
street,  Preston. 

Labour  Pioneer  Press.  Williams- 
square,  Glebeland-st.,  Merthyr 
Tydvil. 


Public  Service  A.,  43,  Aldwych, 
W.C.  2. 

Battersea  Labour  C.  Bakery,  38], 
Battersea  Park-road,  S.W.  II. 

Mid  Hants.  Egg  Dep6t,  82,  Hyde- 
street,  Winchester. 

Agricultural  Produce  Supplies, 
Queen  Anne's  Chambers.  Tot- 
hill-st.,  Westminster,  S  W.  1. 


Harborne  Tenan's'  Investment, 
Moorpool,  Harborne,  Birming- 
ham. 

Atworth  and  District  Agricul- 
tural C,  Hulberts,  Atworth 
Melksham. 


Reg.  Cancelled  by  re- 
quest. No  mem- 
bers or  funds. 

Transferred  engage- 
meuts  5005  R.Wilts 

Reg.  Cancelled  as 
ceased  to  exist 

Transferred  engage- 
m  e  n  1 8  3983  R. 
Lanes 

Reg.  Cmcelled  by 
request.    No  funds. 

Reg  Cancelled  as 
ceased  to   exist. 

Dissolved  by  Instru- 
ment (a)  132,  (6) 
£16   (c)  £6. 

Final  winding  up 
notice. 

Final  winding  up 
notice 

Transferred  engage- 
ments National 
Labour  Press  Ltd. 
(Co.  No.  1062H3 
Lanes  ) 

Reg.  Cancelled  for 
default. 

Reg.  Cancelled  for 
default. 

Transferred     engage- 
ments   4475   R. 
Hants. 

Reg.  Cancelled  by 
request.  Assets  and 
liabilities  taken  over 
by  Army  Canteen 
Committee 

Reg.  Cancelled  as 
ceased  to  exist. 

Amalgamated  with 
5)40  R.  Wilts  to 
form  6294  R.  Wilts. 
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County. 

No. 

Name  and  Registered  Office  of 

Cause  of  Removal. 

Society. 

Document  Registered. 

II.— SCOTLAND. 

Stirling   

285 

Banton  C,  Banton-by-Castleoarry. 

Amalgamated      with 
Kilsyth  C. 

Aberdeen  

369 

Sunnybank  Rink,  25,  Union-st., 

Final    notice    of 

Aberdeen. 

winding  up  received 

Elgin  

356 

Forres  and  District  Farmers'  A., 

Final    notice    of 

Muirside,  Brodie. 

winding  up  received 

Fife 

227 

Gallatown  C,  40,  Rosslyn-street, 
Kirkaldy. 

Pinal    notice    of 
winding  up  received 

Perth 

304 

Aberfoyle  and  Distrirt  C,  Tros- 

Final    notice    of 

sachs-gate,  Aberfoyle. 

wind  ing  up  received 

Argyle 

427 

Taynuilt   Agricultural   C,    Tay- 
nuilt,  Argyle. 

Cancelled  by  Registrar 

Banff 

539 

Morange    Farmers'    Supply    A., 
Mains    of     Morange,     Ballin- 

Cancelled  byRegistrar 

dalloch. 

Inverness    .... 

491 

Nunton  C,  Machdar,  Benbeoula 
South  Uist. 

Cancelled  byRegistrar 

Orkney    

391 

Equitable  Agricultural  C,  East 
End,  St.  Margaret's,  Hope. 

Cancelled  byRegistrar 

Ayr 

530 

Ardeer    Garden   Village,    Estate 
Office,  Garvin- rd.,  Stevenston. 

Cancelled  by  request. 

Orkney    

415 

Firth  and  District  C.,  Burnside, 
Firth. 

IIL-  IRELAND. 

Cancelled  by  request. 

Waterford  .... 

113 

Ballinamult   C.   Dairy,   Ballina- 
mult. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Galway    

319 

Carraroe    C.    Home    Industries, 
Rathmullen. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Down 

460 

Loughbrickland  C.   Agricultural 
and    Dairy,    Loughbrickland, 
Banbridge. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Down 

617 

Upper    Iveagh   0.    Agricultural, 
Loughbrickland,  Banbridge. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Wicklow    

775 

Bray  C.  Art  Furniture  Supply, 
Bray. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Longford    .... 

848 

Longford  C.  Poultry,  Longford. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Dublin     

858 

Gas   Corporation  of   Ireland,   1, 
Poolbeg-st.,  Dublin. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Cork    

884 
950 

Burnfoot  0.  Poultry,  Burnfoot. 
Lower    Rosses    C.   Agricultural, 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 
Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Donegal 

Inniscoo,   Burtonport.  Letter- 

kenny. 

Kerry 

977 

Portmagee  C.  Agricultural,  Port- 
magee,  Cahirciveen. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Dublin  

1010 

Dublin  Brush  Workers'  Manufac- 
turing,  13,  Westmoreland-st., 
Dublin. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Galway 

1141 

Castleblakney    C.   Farm  Imple- 
ment, Castleblakney,  Wood]  awn. 

Reg.  Cancld.  (ceased). 

Antrim    

1194 

Millbrook   C,  The  Stores,  Mill- 
brook,  Lame. 

Reg.  Ganoid,  (ceased). 

14 
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TR1BI.AND—  con. 

Louth 

1140 

Kilanny    C.    Farm    Implement, 

Instrum'ntof  Dissolu- 

Killanny. 

tion;  llMember8,no 
assets,  no  liabilities 

Antrim    

1132 

Ballyclug  Stockbreeders'  C,  Cre- 

Registry       Cancelled 

billy,  Ballymena. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Armagh 

554 

Tassagh  C.  Agricultural  &  Dairy, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Tassagh. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Armagh 

590 

MuUabawn  C.  Home  Industries, 

Registry       Cancelled 

MuUabawn,  Forkhill,  Dundalk. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Armagh 

802 

Shelagh  C.  Agricultural,  Shelagh.. 

Registry       Cancelled 
(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Cavan 

534 

Bogaskey    C.    Agricultural     and 

Registry       Cancelled 

Dairy,  Bogaskey. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Cavan  

640 

Raven's  Rock  C.  Agricultural  and 

Registry       Cancelled 

Dairy,  Raven's  Rock. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Cavan  

652 

Maghera    C.    Agricultural    and 

Registry       Cancelled 

Dairy,  Carriga  Bruise  National 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

School,  Virginia. 

Clare   

835 

Drumcbarley    C.     Agricultural, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Drumcharley  Tulla. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Cork 

368 

Horn   Hill   C.   Agricultural  and 

Registry       Cancelled 

Dairy,  Horn  Hill,  Lissarda. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 
Registry       Cancelled 

Donegal 

810 

Stranorlar  0.  Flax,  Stranorlar  . . . 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Down 

541 

Newry  Agricultural,  44,  Hill-st. 

Registry       Cancelled 

Newry. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Dublin 

857 

City  of  Dublin  Working  Men's  C, 

Registry       Cancelled 

10,  Wellington  Quay,  Dublin. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Galway   ...... 

214 

Clonkeen-Kerril  C.   Agricultural 

Registry       Cancelled 

and  Dairy,  Gurteen,  Ballinasloe. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Galway    

228 

Beagh  C.  Agricultural  and  Dairy, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Gort. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Galway   

261 

Caltra  C.  Agricultural  and  Dairy, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Caltra,  Ballinasloe. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Galway    

901 

Kilchrist     0.    Agricultural,     Kil- 

Registry       Cancelled 

christ,  Loughrea. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Galway    

1142 

TiernascraghC.  Farm  Implement, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Old    Longford,    Ballycrissane, 

(Default  A.R,  1914) 

Ballinasloe. 

Kilkenny    .... 

998 

Urlingford  Working-men's  Trade 

Registry       Cancelled 

and  Labour  Association,  Johns- 
town. 
Brandon  Vale  C.  Creamery,  Graig- 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Kilkenny    .    . . 

1177 

Registry      Cancelled 

uenamanagh,  Borris. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 
Registry       Cancelled 

Leitrim  

932 

Ballinamore  (New)  C.  Creamery, 

Ballinamore, 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Limerick 

1163 

Ballygoughlan      C.      Creamery, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Bally goughlan,  Glin. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Londonderry  . . 

272 

Lissan  C.  Agricultural  and  Dairy, 

Registry      Cancelled 

Lissan,  Cookstown. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 

Londonderry  . . 

385 

Desertmartin  C.  Poultry,  Desert- 

Registry       Cancelled 

martin. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Longford    .... 

131 

Longford    C.    Agricultural    and 

Registry      Cancelled 

Dairy,  Longford. 

(DefaultA.R.,1914) 
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Longford    .... 

865 

Glenlough  C.  Agricultural,  Lis- 

Registry       Cancelled 

sanure  Mills,  Edgworthstown. 

(Default  A. R.,  1914) 

Longford    

1002 

Tarmonbarry  C.  Dairy,  Tarmon- 

Registry       Cancelled 

barry. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Mayo   

291 

HoUymount  C.  Agricultural  and 

Registry       Cancelled 

Dairy,  HoUymount 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Mayo  

344 

Kilfian  C.  Agricultural  and  Dairy, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Kilfian. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Mayo  

350 

Lackan     C.     Agricultural     and 

Registry       Cancelled 

Dairy,  Lackan,  Kilalla,  Ballina. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Mayo   

749 

Ballina  Agricultural  and  Indus- 

Registrv      Cancelled 

trial,  Ballina. 

(Default  A  R.,  1914) 

Monaghan  .... 

992 

Latton  C.  Creamery,  Corracharra, 

Registry       Cancelled 

N.S.,  Shercock,  Carrickmacross. 

(Default  A.R., 1914) 

Roscommon  .. 

240 

Boyle  0.  Agricultural  and  Dairy, 

Registry       Cancelled 

Boyle. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Roscommon  . . 

423 

Knockcroghery   C.    Agricultural 

Registry       Cancelled 

3,nd  Dairy,  Knockcroghery. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Roscommon  . . 

962 

Kilmore,  Aughrim,  and  Killucan 

Registry      Cancelled 

C.    Dairy,    Kilbride,     Kihnore, 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Drumsna. 

Tipperary  .... 

129 

Two   Mile  Borris  C.  Agricultural 

Registry      Cancelled 

and    Dairy,  Two    Mile  Borris, 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Thurles. 

Tipperary   .... 

1156 

Slievardagh  Motor  Transit,  Mull- 

Registry       Cancelled 

inahone. 

(Default  A.R.,  1914) 

Tyrone    

675 

Lissan      C.      Home     Industries, 

Registry      Cancelled 

Lissan,  Cookstown. 

(Default  A.  R.,  1914) 

Waterford  .... 

1133 

Dungarvan  C.  Agricultural,  Dun- 

Registry      Cancelled 

garvan. 

(Default  A.R,  1914) 

Cork 

925 

Clonakilty    C.    Agricultural, 

Registry      Cancelled 

Clonakilty. 

(ceased  to  exist). 

Dublin  ....... 

960 

Irish  C.  Shipowners,  151,  Thomas- 

Registry      Cancelled 

street,  Dublin. 

(ceased  to  exist). 

Leitrim  ...... 

616 

Mohill  C.  Agricultural  and  Dairyi 

Registry       Cancelled 

Mohill. 

(ceased  to  exist). 

Cork 

300 

Mossgrove     C.    Agricultural     and 
Dairy,  Mossgrove,  Bandon. 

Reg.     Cancelled     by 
request. 

Kerry 

966 

Waterville    C.    Agricultural, 

Reg.     Cancelled      by 

Waterville. 

.request. 

Monaghan 

483 

Ballytrain    C.    Agricultural    and 

Reg.     Cancelled     by 

Dairy,  Ballytrain. 

request. 

Down 

494 

Strangford  C.  A.  and  D.,  Strang- 

Reg.     Cancelled      by 

ford,  Downpatrick. 

request. 

Wicklow 

591 

Donard     C.     Home     Industries, 

Reg.     Cancelled     by 

Donard. 

request. 

Leitrim 

208 

Dromahair   C.  Agricultural  and 

Return    of    Final 

Dairy,  Dromahair,  Co.  Leitrim. 

Winding  up  Meet- 
ing, F.  85,  received. 

Queen's  Co.    . . 

876 

Durrow  Improvement,  Durrow. 

Registry  Cancelled 
(ceased). 

Kerry 

1221 

Kerry     C.     Agricultural,     Law 

Registry  Cancelled 

Chambers,  Tralee. 

(ceased). 
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IV.-COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

(See  Eeport  20,  page  136.) 

EDUCATIONAL  MATTERS, 
(a)  Statistics  re  Examinations. 

Number  of  Entries  for  Examinations,  excluding 
Junior    and    Intermediate    Examinations    in 

Co-operation 

Number  of  Passes  : — 

With  Distinction 

Wiijjiout  Distinction    . . , , 

Number  of  Failures     


Session 
1916/17. 

929 


131 
297 
601 


(6)  Certificates  Issued. 

junior  classes  in  co-opbhation. 

Merit 
Certificate. 


Session. 

1916-17 3,864 

1915-16 4,883 


Segsion 
1915/16. 

1,185 

229 
461 
495 


Attendance 
Certificate, 

.     4,435 

.     5,260 


intermediate  classes. 
"Lives  of  Great  Men  and  Women." 
Session.  Prize. 

1916-17 30     

1915-16 34     


adult   classes.  1917. 

Co-operation 130 

Industrial  History 47 

Citizenship    . . 12 

Economics 16 

Economics  of  Co-operation  11 

Co-operative  Book-keeping    153 

Secretaries    4 

Auditing    2 

MANAGEMENT    CEBTIFICATES.  1917. 

Apprentices  47 

Salesmen 3 

Qeneral  Managers 3 

Honours    — 

Summary  re  Certificates  Issued. 

Session 
1916/17. 

Junior  Certificate! 8,299 

Intermediate 187 

Adult  Classes  in  Co-operation  &  Kindred  Subjects  375 

Management 53 

8,914 


Pass. 
157 
160 

1916. 

213 

32 

15 

5 

281 

7 
8 

1916. 

91 

6 

4 

2 


Session 
1915/16. 

....     10,148 

193 

561 

103 

. . . .     11,000 
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Grants  and  Prizes. 

JUNIOR  CLASSES. 


Local  Examinations : — 

Section  1 25 

Section  II. 18 

Section  III.  (Co-operative  Union)    11 

Re-examination  of  Best  Papers    1 


Session 
1916/17. 
£  8.  d 
0 
12 
5 
0 


Grants    

B«-examinati  on 


\ 


Grants 
Prizes  , 


£55  17     6 
intbrmbdiate  classes. 

Session 
1916/17. 

£    s.    d. 

10    0 

3    0    0 

£4     0     0 

Session 
1916/17. 

£    s.    d. 

29    5    0 
6  17    0 

£36     2     0 


ADULT   CLASSES. 


Session 
1915/16. 

£     s.  d. 

23     0  0 

18  10  0 

11     7  6 

10  0 

£53  17     6 


Session 
191.5/16. 
£     S.    d. 
...       1  15     0 
...       3     0     0 

. .      £4  15     0 

Session 
1915/16. 
£     s.    d. 
, ..     35  15     0 
, ..       8  12     6 

..   £44     7     6 


(d)  Co-operative  Union  Summer  School  Scholarsliips. 

Scholarships,  enabling  adult  students  to  attend  any  of  the  Summer  Schools 
for  Co-operators,  held  during  1917,  were  awarded  to  the  following  students : — 
Subject.  Name.  Town. 

Co-operation T.  Hughes    Abercynon. 

,, A.  J.  Tapping Derby. 

„  (Miss)  P.  Whittle   Liverpool. 

*  „  W.  McAlpine   Bonnyrigg. 

„  W.  J.  Morris    Aberdare. 

,  Industrial  History   (Mrs.)  W.  T.  Davis    ....   Abbey  Wood. 

Citizenship     W.  T.  Davis    Abbey  Wood. 

♦Economics R.  D.  French Edinburgh. 

Economics  of  Co-operation..     (Mrs.)  A.  J.  Harriden    . .   Reigate. 

*Co-operative  Book-keeping. .  

*  Scholarship  held  over. 

Blandford  Scholarships. 
The  two  scholarships  of  the  value  of  £10  each,  awarded  in  open  competition 
in  the  subject  of  Co-operation  (Third  Stage),  were  won  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Downie 
(Wishaw)  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Maxwell  Brown  (Paisley).  Mr.  Downie  elected  to  spend 
his  scholarship  in  attending  the  Bradley  Court  Summer  School  and  in  the 
purchase  of  books.  Mr.  Maxwell  Brown  undertook  a  tour  of  visits  to  Co-operative 
Centres  in  England,  and  also  attended  the  Bradley  Court  School. 
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Report  for  Session  1917-18. 

(a)  Clibses  Formed. 

Session  Session 

1917-18.  igiS-17.     Increase.  Decrease. 

Co-operation — Junior  Grade  Class..     350     ..  848     ..       2     ..     — 
Intermediate  Grade  Classes — 
(o)    Biographical    ("Lives    of 

Great  Men  and  Women")        8     ,,  27     ..     —     ..     19'. 
(6)   History'and  Principles  of 
Co-operation  ("  The  Story 

Re-told ") 30     . .  —     . .     30     . .     — 

Co-operation — Adult 26     . .  35     , .       1     . .     — 

Industrial  History 11     . .  13     . .     —     . .       2 

Citizenship    7     ..  8     ..       4     ..     — 

Economics    3     ..  5     ..     —     ..       2 

Eoonomioa  of  Co-operation    1     ..  2     ..     —     ,.       1 

Co-operative     Control      of      Raw 

Materials  1     ..  1     ..     —     ..     — 

Co-operation  and  Social  Problems        1     . .  0     . .       1     . .     — 

Co-operative  Problems  .,, 1     ..  0     ..       1     ..     — 

Welfare  of  the  Group 1     ..  0     ..       1     ..     — 

Co-operative  Book-keeping    41     . .  57     . .     —     . .     16 

Co-operative  Management : — 

Apprentices  and  Junior   Em- 

ploy6s    12     ..  10     ..       2     ..     — 

Salesmen  (Correspondence)   ..         1..  2..     —     ..       1 
General      Managers      (Corre- 
spondence)     , 1     ..  1     ..     —     ,.     — 

Honours  (Correspondence) ....         1..  1..     —     ..     — 
Training    Course    for    Secretaries 

(Correspondence) 1..  1     ..     —     ..     — 

Training     Course      for     Auditors 

(Correspondence) 1     ..  1     ..     —     ..     — 

Classes  for  Women  Co-operators  : — 

England  and  Wales    37     . .  24     . .     13     . .     — 

Scotland    12     ..  7     ..       fi     ..     — 

Ireland 3     ..  3     ..     —     ..     — 

550  531 

Total,  Session  1917-18 560  Classes. 

Total,  Session  1916-17 531 

Increase 19  Classes. 
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(b)  Students  Enrolled, 

Session        Session 
1917-18.         1916-17. 

Co-operation — Junior  Grade  Classes  15037   ..   14616 

Intermediate  Grade  Classes — 

(o)   Biographical    ("  Lives     of 

Great  Men  and  Women  ")  142 

(6)   History  and  Principles  of 
Co-operation  ("The  Story 

Re-told") 1447 

Co-operation — Adult  381 

Industrial  History 209 

Citizenship   97 

Economics    33 

Economics  of  Co-operation  13 

Co-operative     Control    of     Raw 

Materials  5 

Co-operation  and  Social  Problems  5 

Co-operative  Problems    1 

Welfare  of  the  Group 5 

Co-operative  Book-keeping    994 

Co-operative  Management : — 

Apprentice    and    Junior    Em- 
ployees    331 

Salesmen 9 

General  Managers   4 

Honours     2 

Training  Course  for  Secretaries  . .  12 

Training  Course  for  Auditors   ....  7 

Classes  for  Women  Co-operators. .  1765 


Increase.  Decrease. 
.421     ..     — 


516  ..     — 


357  . 

24  .. 

244  . 

—  .. 

40  .. 

57  .. 

100  . 

—  .. 

30  . 

—  .. 

4  . 

1  .. 

—  . 

5  .. 

—  . 

1  .. 

—  .. 

5  .. 

097  .. 

— 

374 


35 

67 
17 


—     ..103 


.   148  . 

.183  .. 

18 

—  .. 

7  . 

.  —  .. 

—  . 

.   2  .. 

25  . 

.  —  .. 

8  . 

.  —  .. 

.  1022  . 

.743  .. 

13 
1 


20499        16232 

Total  Number  of  Students :   Session  1917-18      20499 

Total  Number  of  Students:  Session  1916-17      18232 


Increase 2267 

Students  entered  fob  Examination. 

1918.  1917. 

Co-operation — Juniors:   Sec.  III.  (Written) 2052  2186 

Sec.    II.  (Local) 2190  3133 

„                      „         Sec.      I.  (Local) 3614  4080 

Intermediate  Classes  (Course  A,  250  ;  Course  B,  872) . .           1122  340 

Co-operation  -  Adults 205  252 

Industrial  History 77  132 
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Citizenship    

Economics    

Economics  of  Co-operation   

Co-operative  Book-keeping    

Training  Centres  for  Co-operative  Employes — Appren- 
tices and  Junior  Employes— Part   I 

„    II 

Salesmen  

General  Managers  

Honours    

Training  Course  for  Co-operative  Secretaries    

Training  Course  for  Auditors   

The  papers  returned  were  as  follows : — 

Co-operation — Adults 

Industrial  History 

Citizenship 

Economics 

Economics  of  Co-operation 

Co-operative  Book-keeping 

Training  Centres  for  Co-operative  Employes — Appren- 
tices and  Junior  Employes — Part  II 

Salesmen 

General  Managers 

Honours 

Training  Centre  for  Secretaries 

Training  Centre  for  Auditors 

Junior  Classes  in  Co-operation — 

Re-examination  of  Best  Papers '. 

Intermediate  Classes — 

Re-examination  of  Best  Papers 


1918. 

1917. 

33 

22 

13 

27 

10 

14 

657 

784 

44 

124 

3 
91 

.9. 

7 

"1 

3 

7 

.  18 

2 

- 

6 

6 

14 

10 

127 

165 

42 

57 

21 

14 

8 

16 

9 

11 

387 

557 

86 

75 

6 

11 

3 

6 

2 

— 

6 

6 

14 

10 

99 

96 

24 

38 

NATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  MEN'S  GUILD. 

Seventh  Annual  Report,  1918. 

Central   Council. 

President :   W.  R.  Rae  (Chairman,  Central  Education  Committee). 

Chairman  :  W.  H.  Watkins  (Plymouth). 

F.  A.  GiBBiNs  (Brighton),  A.  Hollands  (Willesden),  C.  P.  Houseman  (Liverpool), 

I  J.  Marsden  (Leeds)  deceased.  '  A.  Park  (Failsworth),  J.  Penny  (Sheffield), 

C.  H.  Russell  (Birkenhead),  H.  Skebls  (Walsall), 

A.  J.  Tapping  (Derby), 

R.  Weare  (Birkenhead),  F.  Whittaker  (Bolton),  J.  T.  Wood  (Bradford). 

Joint       fW.  Chas.  Potter,  61,  Ingleby  Road,  Ilford,  London,  E. 

Secretaries :  \  C.  E.  Wood,  Holyoake  House,  Hanover  Street,  Manchester. 
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CONSTITimON    OF    THE    CENTRAL    CotJNCIL. 

We  very  much  regret  to  have  to  report  that  duriiiig  the  year  one  of  the 
Central  Council  (Mr.  Marsden,  of  Leeds)  has  passed  away.  Mr.  Marsden 
took  an  earnest  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Central  Council,  and  his  suggestions 
were  always  of  a  helpful  and  hopeful  character.  The  Ceaitral  Couoicil,  in 
your  name,  sent  an  expression  of  sympathy  to  Mr.  Marsden's  relatives  in 
their  sad  ber&a.vement.     We  are  sure  that  you  will  endorse  our  action. 

The  Council  decided  that  an  election  should  be  held  to  fill  the  unexpired 
time  of  Mr.  Marsden's  term  of  office.  Mr.  H.  Skeels,  of  Walsall,  was  elected 
to  the  vacancy.  We  ask  your  approval  of  this,  and  recommend  that  this 
action  be  taken  as  a  precedent. 

Geneeal   Progress. 

For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  we  find  ourselves  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  war  will  soon  be  over.  As  each  year  has  come  we  have  felt  more 
sure,  if  possible,  that  the  war  must  end  in  that  year.  Human  endurance 
seemed  to  have  been  tried  to  the  utmost.  But  the  tragedy  still  moves  slowly, 
albeit  surely,  to  its  close.  The  long-drawn-out  struggle  must  be  urged  as  the 
reason  why  the  Guild  has  not  made  so  much  progress  this  year  as  in  preceding 
years.  There  are  now  106  branches,  with  3,580  members.  This  represents 
an  increase  of  eight  branches  and  580  membei's  during  the  year,  which  is 
the  smallest  annual  increase  on  record.  In  regard  to  the  membership,  it  should 
be  stated  that  the  numbers  given  are  nominal  rather  than  actual,  as  many 
of  our  members  are  serving  with  the  Colours.  To  all  so  serving,  fraternal 
wishes  for  their  welfare  go  steadily  out  from  their  fellow-members  at  home, 
with  the  ardent  desire  that  they  may  be  protected  and  find  succour  in  the 
hour  of  their  need,  and  eventually  come  safely  back  to  the  congenial  pursuits 
of  peace. 

District  Councils. 

The  work  of  the  District  Councils  has  been  a  pleasing  feature  during 
the  year,  on,  account  of  the  keenness  and  efficiency  by  which  it  has  been 
characterised.  The  branches  are  rallying  round  the  District  Councils,  and 
by  so  doing  are  diminishing,  peahaps,  any  tendency  towards  dwindling  local 
enthusiasm.  No  new  district  council  has  been  formed  during  the  year,  but 
all  have  more  branches  affiliated  to  them  than  last  year. 

London. — The  District  Council  has  been  chiefly  engaged  upon  the  work 
of  improving  its  organisation.  London  is  so  vast  and  covers  such  a  wide 
area  that  it  is  difficult  for  work  to  be  done  from  one  centre  unless  its  financial 
and  other  resources  are  adequate.  District  organisation  is  being  tried,  but 
up  to  the  present  it  has  not  proved  entirely  successful.  A  very  successful 
week-end  school  was  held  in  the  summer,  however,  the  subject  of  study  being 
"  The  Co-ordination  of  the  Educational  Forces  in  London."  A  very  repre- 
sentative gathering  attended  the  lectures,  and  the  Men's  Guild  can  certainly 
claim  to  have  taken  their  part  in  so  stimulating  educational  opinion  that  as  a 
result  an   educational   scheme   for   London   as   a   whole   will   be   laid   before 
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Congress.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Council  has  been  interesting 
itself  in  the  political  situation  created  by  the  Swansea  Congiess  resolutions. 
Important  developments  are  expected  early  in  the  new  year  as  the  outcome 
thereof. 

Manchester. — The  District  Council  has  had  rather  a  quiet  year.  The 
activities  of  many  of  the*  members  have  been  engaged  with  the  Manchester 
Co-operative  Defence  Association.  Several  branches  have  joined  the  Coiuicil, 
and  they  report  that  they  are  "carrying  on"  in  the  strong  hope  that  the 
machinery  will  be  in  good  working  order  when  the  great  war  is  over  and 
members  come  back  eager  once  more  to  undertake  the  work  of  Peace. 

Mersey  District. — No  less  than  four  week-end  schools  have  been  carried 
through  under  the  auspices  of  this  Council  in  the  district.  The  secretary 
reports  that  all  were  well  attended,  that  great  interest  was  taken  in  the 
subjecte  chosen,  and  that  "  the  speakers — Messrs.  Citrine,  Rae,  Watkins, 
Penny,  Clayton,   and  Lucas — did  credit  to  our  selection  and  to  themselves." 

In  addition  to  this  work,  monthly  rambles  have  been  organised  during 
the  summer  months,  and,  generally,  every  effort  has  been  made  to  encourage 
the  branches  to  keep  going  until  the  coming  of  better  times. 

Midland  District. — Quite  a  resuscitation  of  life  and  activity  has  taken 
place  in  and  around  Birmingham  during  the  year.  The  District  Council  is  now 
full  of  energy  and  vigour.  Branches  have  been  visited  in  turn,  and  the 
Council  has  been  instrumental  in  starting  several  new  branches.  A  particularly 
useful  effort  may  be  mentioned.  In  the  little  village  of  Pelsall,  in  the  Black 
Country,  where  there  is  not  even  a  picture  palace  to  cheer  the  long  winter 
evenings,  a  branch  of  the  Men's  Guild  was  started.  It  is  now  running  a 
series  of  Saturday  evening  concerts.  These  concerts  have  proved  highly 
successful  and  been  much  appreciated  by  the  people  of  the  village,  and  form 
a  striking  example  of  what  a  little  co-operative  initiative  can  do. 

Scottish  District. — Our  Scottish  friends  are  perhaps  the  most  vigorous 
in  extending  the  operations  and  influence  of  the  Men's  Guild.  There  are  now  29 
branches  affiliated  to  the  Scottish  Coxmcil.  They  have  the  gift  of  organisation, 
and  hence  the  conferences  called  by  them  have  been  large.  They  discussed  many 
urgent  co-operative  questions  during  the  past  year.  One  of  these  conferences 
was  arranged  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Sectional  Board,  the 
Scottish  Wholesale  Society,  and  the  National  Guild.  The  subjects  chosen 
were  "  The  Need  for  an  Educated  and  Organised  Democracy  "  and  "  The 
Place  therein  of  the  Men's  Guild."  They  were  introduced  and  spoken  to  by 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Watkins  and  W.  Chas.  Potter.  The  chairman  of  the  Scottish 
Wholesale  Society  (Mr.  R.  Stewart)  presided,  and  was  supported  by  other 
members  of  the  Wholesale  Committee.  At  the  close  of  the  conference,  which 
was  held  in  the  Wholesale  Society's  Hall,  the  delegates  attending  were  most 
hospitably  entertained  by  the  Wholesale  Society.  From  what  has  been 
already  said  it  will  be  evident  that  the  Council's  relatione  with  the  Scottish 
Sectional  Board  and  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  are  most  cordial  and 
helpful.      The  Council  have  been  busy  framing  proposals  to  reform  the  con- 
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stitution  of  the  National  Guild,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  agenda  for 
the  annual  meeting. 

Yorkshire  District. — In  Yorkshire,  several  successful  conferences  have 
been  organised  by  the  District  Council.  Besides  endeavouring  to  establish 
new  branches,  the  Council  has  been  earnestly  considering  the  relation  ot 
the  co-operative  movement  to  politics.  The  Men's  Guild  in  Yorkshire  are 
of  opinion  that  a  great  people's  party,  consisting  of  the  co-operative  movement, 
the  trade  union  movement,  and  asisociations  of  workers  generally,  should  be 
formed,  to  insist  upon  the  democratic  control  ofl  all  the  means  of  life.  We 
expect  our  Yorkshire  colleagues  to  be  in  the  van  of  co-operative  progress 
when  the  times  are  more  propitious  and  advance  becomes  possible. 

Work  in  the  Branches. 
As  stated  above,  the  branches  in  the  main  have  been  simply  "keeping 
together "  until  the  return  of  normial  times.  Yet,  considering  the  conditionis 
prevailing,  some  branches  have  been  remarkably  successful  in  developing  their 
work  and  increasing  their  membership.  A  firm  note  of  optimism  prevails 
in  all  the  reports  sent  in  this  year.  Besides  the  useful  work  of  lectures  in 
co-operative  and  kindred  subjects,  and  the  holding  of  whist  drives  and  socials, 
many  branches  have  specialised  in  particular  directions.  The  Swindon 
Branch,  for  instance,  has  called  no  fewer  than  three  meetings  of  local  co- 
operators,  with  a  view  to  the  amalgamation  of  the  societies  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. The  local  secretary  reports  that  amalgamation  is  distinctly  nearer 
realisation  through  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Guild  than  it  otherwise  would 
have  been.  One  branch — Harbourne — has  an  allotments  section.  Forty 
plots  have  been  rented  already,  and,  according  to  the  report,  the  cry  is  fo? 
land — and  still  more  land. 

Pamphlets. 

Only  one  new  paper  has  been  published  by  the  National  Council  during 
the  year.  It  is  eoititled  "  How  to  Run  a  Successful  Branch,"  and  was  written 
by  Mr.  P.  F.  Masters,  secretary  of  the  London  District  Council.  It  has 
been  well  received,  and  will  undoubtedly  prove  very  useful,  not  only  to 
new  branches,  but  to  branches  that  have  been  established  for  some  time. 
Two  other  pamphlets  are  in  print :  "  Poverty  and  the  Land  Problen^  "  by 
Mr.  Bagot,  of  Plymouth,  and  "  Co-oiperative^  Insurance,"  by  Mr.  J.  Penny. 
These  will  be  issued  at  an  early  date,  and  will  be  useful  in  forming  co-operative 
opinion  on  these  important  matters. 

Monthly  Letters. 

As  a  substitute,  to  some  extent,  for  the  usual  issue  of  pamphlets — which 
has  been  necessarily  curtailed  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  supply  and  printing — 
the  Central  Council  have  issued  monthly  letters  on  current  topics  to  the 
branches.  These  have  undoubtedly  proved  useful  and  stimulating.  In  respect 
to  them,  many  congratulatory  references  have  been  received  at  the  Central 
Office  from  branch  secretaries.     Many   braoiches  now  set  aside  an  evening  to 
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discmis  these  letters,  and  we  would  strongly  urge  all  branches  to  follow  this 
practice.  By  this  means  a  certain  amount  of  unity  of  opinion  will  be 
obtained  throughout  the  whole  Guild  upon  current  topics.  The  letters,  so 
far,  have  dealt  with  Amalgamation  and  Overlapping,  Voting  at  Co-operativi- 
Wholesale  Society  meetings,  Direct  Representation  in  Parliament  for  Co- 
operators  (two  letters),  and  Food  Vigilance  Committees. 

The  Co-opebative  Press. 

We  again  express  our  best  thanks  to  the  Co-operative  News  and  the 
Scottish  Co-operator  for  the  publication  of  the  monthly  and  other  notes  on 
Guild  work,  and  also  to  editors  of  the  local  Wheatsheafs  and  magazines  for 
mention  of  branch  engagements  and  reports. 

Finance. 

It  is  desired  that  attention  may  be  given  to  the  financial  statement  issued 
with  this  Report.  It  will  be  noticed  that  many  branches  are  in  arrears  with 
their  subscriptions,  and  we  trust  that  this  intimation  will  be  sufficient  to 
huriy  up  those  branches  that  have  not  fulfilled  all  their  obligations  to  the 
national  movement. 

On  the  side  of  finance,  special  mention  must  be  mad©  of  the  assistance 
rendered  to  the  Guild  by  the  continuation  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society's  grant.  Without  such  assistance,  in  these  days  of  increased  railway 
fares  and  generally  advanced  prices,  organising  work  in  particular  would 
be  rendered  exceedingly  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 

In  Conclusion. 

Generally,  wo  may  say  that  the  future  is  one  of  great  hope  for  the 
Men's  Guild.  Reports  from  all  over  the  country  come  to  hand  testifying 
to  the  usefulness  of  the  Guild  and  the  part  it  will  play  in  the  co-operative 
movement  in  the  future.  We  need  not  dwell  upon  the  great  educational  asset 
that  a  well-organised  Guild  branch  is  to  a  society,  but  now  that  the  movement 
has  decided  to  take  an  active  part  in  politics  we  do  say  that  the  Men's  Guild 
must  necessarily  become  an  even  more  important  and  useful  organisation. 
In  our  monthly  letter  for  October  last  it  was  asserted  that  elections  could 
only  be  won  by  strenuous  thinking,  hard  work,  and  efficient  organisation. 
Mere  talk  would  be  of  little  use.  Prestwich  has  proved  the  truth  of  that  asser- 
tion. Sympathetic  speeches  alone  never  have,  and  never  will,  win  elections.  If 
the  co-operative  movement  hopes  to  gain  recognition  and  a  place  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation  it  must  do  as  other  organisations  have  done,  viz.,  work, 
educate,  and  organise. 

For  these  purposes,  the  Women's  as  well  as  the  Men's  Guild  should 
be  fully  utilised.  There  are  no  other  bodies  that  have  the  necessary 
ENTHUSIASM  f or  and  knowledge  of  what  are  in  reality  the  aims  of  co-operation 
or  possessing  equal  potential  capacity  for  carrying  on  election  work.  The 
sooner  our  Parliamentary  leaders  appreciate  this  fact,  the  sooner  shall  we 
be  getting  some  tangible  results.     Space  precludes  us  from  developing  the 
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argument,  but  fellowship,  comradeship,  and  unity  of  ideals — all  of  them  things 
found  and  developed  in  the  Guilds — are  absolutely  essential  to  electoral 
success.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  the  older  political  parties  are  run  on 
the  Church  and  The  Trade  on  the  one  hand,  aind  Nonconformity  and 
Temperance  on  the  other;  but  a  little  examination  will  reveal  the  fact  that 
a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  for  ideals  is  always  aroused  at  election  times. 
This  enthusiasm  we  shall  not  get  out  of  a  defence  of  the  "divi.,"  but  we 
shall  get  it  if  we  adopt  and  remember  the  Guild's  motto — the  eetablishment 
of  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth,  and  the  Guild  motto  :  "Co-operation  for 
all  Purposes  of  Life." 

W.  H.  Watkins,  Chairman. 

W.  Chas.  Potter,  )         Joint  ^ 
C.  E.  Wood,  J   Secretaries. 


v.— SUMMARISED  REPORT  OF  THE  WOMEN'S  CO-OPERATIVE 

GUILDS. 

I.— ENGLAND. 

Summarised  Report,  March,  1917 — March,  1918. 

(See  Report  53,  page  316.) 

Central  Committee. 


Mrs.  Booth  (president). 

Mrs.  Butler. 

„    Nevitt  (vice-president). 

„    Daymond. 

„     Hood  (treasurer). 

„     Wilkin. 

Miss  Llewelyn   Davies  (general  secre- 

„   Williams. 

tary). 

Number  of  Members— April,  1917  ....     27,060 

„         „  Branches 

, 630 

(It  should  be  noted  that  the  figures  in  this  report  refer  to  April,  1917.) 

The  difficulties  arising  from  the  war  have  continued  during  the  year, 
and  have  been  increased  both  by  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  fares,  printing,  &c., 
and  by  the  food  difficulties,  which  have  largely  added  to  the  home  work  of 
married  women. 

Notwithstanding,  the  work  of  the  guild  has  been  well  maintained,  and 
the  branches  have  shown  great  keenness  in  carrying  out  its  educational  and 
practical  campaigns. 

Schools  and  Special  Subjects. 

Nearly  every  district  has  held  at  least  one  two  days'  school,  and  many 
have  organised  several  schools  lasting  either  one  or  two  days.  The  subjects 
taken  by  these  schools,  by  sectional  and  district  speakers  at  branches,  have 
included  the  following  : — "  Co-operative  Democracy,"   "  Co-operativ©  Propa- 
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ganda,''  "  Co-operation  and  Taxation,"  "  Co-operation  and  International 
Life,"  "The  Co-operative  Commonwealth:  How  Women's  Votes  can  Help 
to  Build  It,"  "The  National  Care  of  Maternity,"  "Labour  During  and  After 
the  War."  In  addition,  classes  for  presidents  and  secretaries  have  been  held 
throughout  the  guild,  and  branches  requiring  the  subjects  have  had  speakers 
on  "  Cash  Trading,"  "  Abolition  of  Entrance  Fees,"  and  "  Sick  Room 
Appliances." 

AlL-CoTTNCILS     CONFEREaJCB. 

A  conference  of  all  the  guild  sectional  councils  was  held  in  January, 
1918,  at  which  very  valuable  discussions  took  place  on  the  organisation  and 
development  of  sectional  work,  on  questions  of  guild  policy,  and  on  the  new 
co-operative  political  situation. 

Co-operation  and  Political  Action. 

The  most  remarkable  events  of  the  year  have  been  the  decision  of  the 
co-operative  movement  to  seek  Parliamentary  representation  and  the 
enfranchisement  of  women.  The  coincidence  of  the  two  events  has  increased 
the  importance  of  both.  The  enfranchisement  of  married  women  has  given 
the  vote  to  practically  all  women  co-operators,  and  has  thus  greatly 
strengthened  the  political  force  of  the  co-operative  movement,  while  the 
political  aotion  of  co-operators  provides  an  organisation  specially  suitable  to 
the  needs  of  married  women. 

The  desirability  of  enlisting  the  active  help  of  the  organised  women 
of  the  movement  was  recognised  by  the  inclusion  of  one  representative  each 
from  the  English  and  Scottish  Guilds  in  the  Central  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation Committee  set  up  by  the  Emergency  Conference  in  London.  But 
the  fact  that  so  few  women  delegates  were  appointed  to  this  conference 
indicated  that  their  importance  as  future  co-operative  voters  was  still  far 
from  being  appreciated.  The  few  women  delegates  present  showed  their 
keenness  by  the  active  part  taken  in  the  discussions. 

The  guild  was  most  desirous  of  promptly  answering  to  the  responsibility 
placed  on  it  by  the  conference  by  providing  trained  workers  and  speakers. 
The  formation  of  such  a  band  of  workers  would  have  been  the  most  effective 
way  of  helping  forward  the  work  of  local  councils  in  organising  the  women 
voters. 

The  guild's  representative  on  the  Central  Parliamentary  Representation 
Committee  submitted  a  scheme  for  such  training  to  that  committee  early  last 
January,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £500.  The  scheme  was  specially  adapted  to 
the  guild  organisation,  and  could  have  been  largely  carried  through  in  three 
or  four  months.  But  after  the  scheme  had  been  sent  up  to  the  United  Board 
difficulties  arose.  The  United  Board's  view  of  the  matter  is  that  they 
"  approved  in  general  the  main  outlines  of  the  scheme,  but  did  not  approve 
of  the  Women's  Guild  undertaking  the  work  alone  on  behalf  of  its  members." 
In  our  viefw  the  proposal  was  that  the  scheme  was  part  of  the  Parliamentary 
Representation  Cemmittee's  work,  this  oonjmittee  delegating  its  carrying  out 
to  the  guild,  after  the  whole  scheme  had  been  submitted  and  approved.    Any 
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arrangements  as  regards  the  carrying  out  could  have  been  made  by  the 
Parliamentary  Representation  Committee.  But  the  United  Board  dissociated 
the  work  from  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  and  directed  the 
setting  up  of  another  committee,  which  was  to  be  formed  of  six  representatives 
of  the  Central  Education  Committee,  three  of  the  English  Women's  Guild,  two 
of  the  Scottish,  and  one  of  the^  Irish,  and  this  committee  was  to  prepare  a 
scheme  of  training  and  propaganda  for  all  co-operative  women.  The  Central 
Committee  decided  to  await  the  decision  of  the  Central  Parliamentary  Repre- 
eentation  Committee,  but  sent  three  representatives  to  the  first  meeting  of 
the  proposed  joint  committee  on  the  understanding  that  it  was  not  thereby 
committed  to  acceptance  of  the  committee.  At  this  meeting  the  committee 
decided  that  the  scheme  should  be  made  applicable  to  all  co-operators,  men 
as  well  as  women.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  difference  of  opinion  as  regards 
what  body  should  undertake  political  training  and  propaganda  has  had  the 
unfortunate  result  of  delaying  the  effective  training  of  the  organised  women 
of  the  movement,  which  might  havei  begun  last  January.  Meanwhile  the 
guild  has  arranged  to  go  forward  with  training  its  own  members  through  its 
regular  conferences  and  meetings.  Although  severely  handicapped  by  lack 
of  funds,  at  the  date  of  writing  about  100  schools,  conferences,  classes,  or 
meetings  have  been  arranged  or  are  in  prospect. 

A  paper  specially  suited  to  co-operative  women  voters  was  written  by 
the  general  secretary  for  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Survey  Committee. 

The  guild  has  continued  during  the  year  to  oppose  the  proposals  for 
subordinating  auxiliary  bodies  like  the  guild  to  the  Central  Board  and  to 
call  attention  to  the  need  for  more  democratic  reforms  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  than  are  put  forward  by  the  Survey  Committee. 

The  chief  constitutional  point  on  which  they  have  desired  to  concentrate 
attention  is  to  the  need  for  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  direct  election 
from  societies  of  the  Co-operative  Union  Executive  (which  would  replace  the 
United  Board)  and  of  the  Central  Education  Committee,  instead  of  the 
present  indirect  methods  of  appointment  by  the  Central  Board.  Deputations 
on  these  and  other  points  were  kindly  received  by  the  Joint  Committee  of 
London  co-operative  societies  and  by  the  Manchester  Defence  Committee. 

The  National  Care  of  Maternity. 
An  attempt  was  made  in  the  National  Health  Insurance  Bill,  1917,  to 
institute  a  marriage  dowry  of  £2  to  be  paid  to  women  leaving  insurance  on 
marriage,  in  place  of  paying  the  money  as  an  additional  maternity  benefit 
or  in  times  of  sickness  or  unemployment  after  marriage.  Although  the  guild 
was  unsuccessful  in  getting  the  question  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
owing  to  the  way  in  which  the  Bill  was  rushed  through,  the  matter  was 
taken  up  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Strong  support  of  the  guild's  attitude  was 
given  in  the  Press  of  all  parties,  and  the  objectionable  marriage  dowry  clause 
was  withdrawn.     In  its  place  a  clause  was  inserted  by  which  women  leaving 
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insurance  on  marriage  are  assured  of  full  maternity  benefit  for  the  first  child 
corn  witliir  two  years  of  marriage,  with  certain  other  benefits  for  one  year. 
Thas  a  sam  of  about  £250,000  a  year  waa  saved  for  the  care  of  maternity. 

In  view  of  the  necessity  of  co-ordinating  and  increasing  the  powers  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  local  authorities  with  regard  to  the  care 
of  maternity,  the  guild  has  strongly  supported  the  formation  of  a  Ministry 
of  Health,  vvith  a  special  maternity  department,  largely  staffed  by  women. 
A  deputation  of  seven  guild  members  was  received  by  the  President  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Lord  Rhondda,  in  May,  1917.  A  memorandum 
with  a  summarised  report  of  the  speeches  was  afterwards  issued  and  circulated 
to  health  authorities  and  others  throughout  the  country.  The  Co-operative 
Parliamentary  Committee  passed  a  resolution  supporting  the  proposals. 

A  further  deputation  from  the  Joint  Committee  of  Industrial  Women's 
Organisations,  to  which  the  Guild  is  affiliated,  was  received  by  Mr.  Hayes 
Fisher,  who  succeeded  Lord  Rhondda  at  the  Local  Government  Board.  The 
deputation  made  an  appeal  that  the  disputes  between  Government  depart- 
ments should  be  ended,  and  that  the  Local  Government  Board  should  support 
the  formation  of  a  Ministry  of  Health,  based  on  the  Public  Health  Services, 
including  National  Health  Insurance  as  an  integral  part,  and  entirely  dis- 
sociated from  the  poor  law.  A  deputation  also  waited  on  the  County  Councils 
Association. 

The  special  fund  for  this  work  has  been  most  kindly  assisted  by  a  grant 
of  £50  from  the  Hodgson  Pratt  Memorial  Fund,  for  which  the  guild  desires 
to  express  its  heartiest  thanks.  £15.  Qs.  has  been  raised  by  the  booksellers' 
profits  and  royalty  on  the  sale  of  "  Maternity :  Letters  from  Working 
Women,"  now  in  its  third  edition. 

Food  Control. 

Guildswomen  have  realised  in  the  most  practical  way  th©  serious  results 
of  the  refusal  of  Government  Departments  to  make  full  use  of  the  experience 
and  machinery  of  the  co-operative  movement  in  connection  with  food  control 
and  distribution,  as  they  are  the  food  providers,  and  have  suffered  through 
queues,  &c.,  from  the  shortage  of  supplies  and  bad  distribution.  Guild 
conferences  passed  resolutions  calling  for  the  resignation  of  Lord  Devonport 
and  a  strong  resolution  urging  the  Government  to  prevent  profiteering  and 
give  adequate  representation  to  co-operators  on  all  food  control  committees 
was  passed  by  the  Guild  Annual  Congress  at  Torquay. 

When  food  control  committees  were  appointed,  the  Central  Committee 
sent  a  circular  to  their  branches  urging  them  to  try  to  secure  representation 
on  food  control  committees,  and  over  200  guildswomen  have  been  appointed 
on  them. 

The  Joint  Committee  of  Industrial  Women's  Organisations  was  asked 
to  appoint  three  representatives  on  th©  Consumers'  Council  in  January,  1918. 
The  guild  nominated  Mrs.  Councillor  Cottrell  (Birmingham),  who  was  one 
of  the  three  appointed. 
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Co-operation  and  International  Life. 
Many  branches  hAve  had  speakers  on  this  subject,  and  a  special  point 
has  been  made  of  explaining  the  proposals  for  a  League  of  Nations. 

Joint  Committee  of  Industrial  Women's  Organisations. 

This  committee  has  continued  its  work,  and  is  now  recognised  by  many 
Government  Departments  as  the  body  to  approach  in  order  to  secure  repre- 
sentation of  working  women's  organisations  on  public  committees. 

Two  conferences  have  been  arranged,  one  on  questions  relating  to  wage- 
earning  women  and  one  on  the  League  of  Nations.  At  the  latter,  the  large 
majority  attending  were  guildswomen. 

The  joint  committee  has  pressed  actively  for  reforms  in  the  condition 
of  women  workers  on  the  land,  and  one  result,  has  been  that  the  minimum 
wage  for  women  agricultural  labourers  has  been  raised  to  £1  a  week. 

A  memorandum  on  the  Ministry  of  Health  was  issued  by  and  circulated 
to  a  large  number  of  organisations. 

A  protest  has  been  sent  to  the  Labour  Party  against  the  action  of  the 
Army  authorities  with  regard  to  "tolerated  houses"  in  France,  and  the 
request  made  that  the  Labour  Paxty  should  take  action  in  the  matter. 

Representation  or  Gthldswomen  in  the  Movement. 

There  are  now  two  women  on  the  Central  Board  (out  of  70  members), 
one  in  the  Southern  and  one  in  the  South-Western  Section. 

Mrs.  Cottrell  (Midland  Section)  and  Miss  Oliver  (North- Western  Section) 
stood  for  the  Central  Board,  but  were  not  elected.  Mrs.  Barton  stood  for 
the  Newspaper  Board,  but  was  not  elected. 

In  April,  1917,  there  were  136  women  on  the  management  committees  of 
88  societies  and  469  women  on  educational  committees  of  191  societies. 

Representation  of  Guildswomen  on  Public  Bodies  and  Committees. 

One  guildswoman  sits  on  the  Consumers'  Council,  and  over  200  sit  on  food 
control  committees.  The  representation  of  women  on  other  public  committees 
in  April,  1917,  is  given  a^  follows  : — 

Mrs.  Cottrell  is  a  member  of  Birmingham  City  Council ;  75  guildswomen 
sit  on  public  health  maternity  committees  in  45  towns ;  151  guildswomen  sit 
on  90  local  insurance  committees ;  15  guildswomen  sit  on  higher  education 
committees  in  14  towns;  56  guildswomen  are  poor  law  guardians;  24  guilds- 
women  are  assessors  to  munitions  tribunals;  125  guildswomen  sit  on  106  naval 
and  military  pensions  committees,  including  those  in  London  boroughs. 
Guild  Annual  Congress. 

The  annual  Congress  was  heldl  at  Torquay.  Although  the  heavy  cost 
of  fares  reduced  the  number  of  delegates,  the  discussions  at  the  Congress 
were  on  a  high  level.  Resolutions  were  passed  supporting  co-operative 
political  action  and  advocating  that  a  working  basis  should  be  found  with 
other  Labour  forces ;  welcoming  the  Russian  revolution ;  supporting  cash 
trading  and  national  co-operative  propaganda;  asking  for  a  Ministry  of 
Health,  extension  of  the  powers  of  local  authorities  for  the  care  of  maternity 
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and  a  public  health  maternity  allowance  for  mothers;  urging  the  need  for 
higher  wages;  opposing  the  Survey  Committee's  proposals  re  the  constitution 
of  the  Ck)-operative  Union  and  auxiliary  bodies;  protesting  against  (a)  the 
unfair  imposition  of  the  excess  profits  tax  on  co-operative  societies,  (6)  the 
rise  in  food  prices  and  methods  of  the  Food  Controller,  (c)  the  Criminal  Law 
Amendment  Bill ;  demanding  municipal  housing  schemes  and  the  taxation 
of  land  values. 

Mrs.  Jones  Guild  Convalescent  Fund. 
The  receipts  in  1917  were  £223.  9s.  lO^d.,  and  the  expenditure  £161.  IGs. 
4id.       The  number  of  convalescents  sent  away  was  77,  a  decrease  of  24  on 
the  preceding  year. 

Funds. 
The  guild   desires  to   express  its  heartiest  thanks  to   the   Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  for  their  grant  of  £150,  and  to  the  numerous  societies  which 
most  kindly  gave   donations  amounting  to  over  £200  to  the  Guild   Central 
Fund. 

The  question  of  renewing  the  grant  to  the  guild  was  raised  at  the  Central 
Board  meeting  at  Swansea,  but  was  passed  over  on  the  ground  that  the  guild 
had  not  applied.  The  Central  Committee  therefore  decided  to  ask  that  it 
should  be  given  on  the  same  lines  as  before  1914,  that  is,  unconditionally. 
This  application  was  dealt  with  at  the  Central  Board  meeting  on  16th  October, 
and  the  following  letter  was  received  from  the  general  secretary  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  : — 

"  I  am  sorry  that  I  omitted  to  notify  you  officially  that  the  Central 
Board,  at  its  meeting  on  the  16th  instant,  decided  to  make  the  grant  to 
the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild  on  the  same  conditions  as  the  grants 
made  to  the  other  guilds  in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

"  I  shall  be  prepared  to  send  on  cheque  for  this  amount  any  time  on 
hearing  from  you." 

This  letter  required  an  acceptance  in  writing  of  conditions  which  were 
not  explained.     The  Central  Committee  therefore  wrote  as  follows  : — 

"  Thank  you  for  your  letter  about  the  grant  to  the  guild.  Would 
you  kindly  let  me  know  if  the  conditions  to  which  you  refer  would  limit 
our  fi'eedom  of  action?  I  need  not  say  how  anxious  we  are  to  secure  a 
harmonious  agreement  with  the  Board,  but,  you  will  understand,  we 
could  not  come  to  a  decision  without  knowing  clearly  what  the  position 
is." 
Mr.  W^hitehead,  in  reply,  said  : 

"  As  regards  the  question  of  the  grant  to  the  guild,  I  would  refer 

you  to  the  resolution  of  the  Central  Board  passed  at  Dublin  Congress, 

which  reads  as  follows  :  '  That  in  future  the  women's  guilds  be  requested 

not  to  take  up  any  work  disapproved  of  by  the  United  Board.' '' 

It  will  be  clearly  seen,  therefore,  that  in  order  to  receive  the  grant  we 

had  to  give  a  written  acceptance  of  the  original  condition  which  our  annual 

Congress  have  repeatedly  refused  to  accept.     Under  these  circumstances,  the 

Central  Committee  had  no  choice  but  to  point  out  they  could  not  take  the 
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grant.  They  decided  to  suggest  as  a  compromise  that  the  immediate  needs 
of  the  situation  should  be  taken  into  account,  and  a  special  grant  should  be 
made  to  the  guild  for  the  new  political  work. 

They  asked  that  this  new  application  should  be  brought  before  the  United 
Board  at  its  meeting  on  the  24th  of  Nevember,  buti  the  only  reply  received 
was  that  the  United  Board  had  no  power  to  alter  the  decision  of  the  Central 
Board. 

Summarised  Statement  of  Accounts,  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1917. 

BECEIPT8.  £    s.  d. 

To  Subscriptions  to  Central  Fund 413  12  1 

„  Self-government  Fund 44    0  6 

Donation  from  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 150    0  0 

Donations  from  Societies   181    0  6 

Donations  to  Sectional  Schools   4  11  6 

Repaid  from  Annual  Congress  Fund 28    0  0 

Sale  of  Papers    33  18  1 

„     Badges    0  15  0 

,,     Cards  of  Membership  10    0  6 

,,     Business  Books  7  18  5 

Donations  from  Miss  Kidd    9    5  3 

Loan  for  Business  Books  (Balance  not  repaid) 29    9  7 

Insurance  Rebate 0  16  8 

Dividend  and  Interest 9    3  0 

Sundry  Receipts    5    5  6J 


£927  16    7i 


EXPENDITURE.  £    s.    d. 

By  Deficit  on  Central  Fund    32  13  lOi 

Postage,  Telegrams,  and  Parcels    £44    5  6 

Stationery  18    8  1 

Printing 75  15  11 

Central  Committee — Fares,  Meals,  Lodging,  and  Postaga  56  11  6J 

Speakers'  Expenses 10  10  7 

Representatives' Expenses   36  12  9 J 

Pamphlets     38  16  3  J 

Grants  to  Sections    159    1  10 

Honorariums  to  Sectional  Secretaries    49  10  0 

Sectional  Conferences — Speakers  19  12  71 

Grants  to  Districts   26  15  0 

Office  Expenses— Rent   50    0  0 

Cleaning,  Light,  Fire,  &o 30    1  4} 

Clerks  120    4  3 

National  Health  Insurance   1    1  0 

Two  Days  Schools— Lectures  8    5  3 

Donations  from  Self-government  Fuud    6    1  0 

Annual  Congress-  Part  Printing    17    6  6 

Postage 7    9  llj 

District  Representatives  7    8  9 

Subscription  to  International  Co-operative  Alliance 2    2  0 

,,           Joint  Committee  Industrial  Women's  Organisations  .  3    3  0 

Delegates'  Fees 0  11  6 

Telephone 1  10  8 

Auditor 1     1  0 

Bank  Commission  and  Cheque  Book 12  5 

Sundries  0    8  3 

Loan  for  Business  Books  repaid    £9    5    8 

Balance  owing    29    9    7 

38  15  3 

882  12    4 


Balance,  Central  Fund,  Slst  December,  1917  62  10    5 


£927  16    7§ 


Audited  and  found  correct — 

A.  E.  Newman,  Public  Auditor, 
6th  April,  1918.  99,  Leman  Street,  London,  E.l. 
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II.— SCOTLAND. 

The  Central  Council  has  again  much  pleasure  in  submitting  for  considera 
tion  the  annual  report  and  balance  sheet. 

We  are  coming  to  the  end  of  what  has  been  a  sad  and  anxious  year,  a 
time  of  sorrow  and  depression,  and  yet,  through  all  the  sadness,  our  associa 
tion  has  been  more  prosperous  than  ever. 

A  number  of  new  branches  have  been  opened,  and  a  few  have  been 
resuscitated.  The  total  number  of  branches  is  211.  With  an  increase  of 
2,414,  the  total  membership  is  17,385. 

The  branches'  record  of  work  done  is  exceptionally  high,  and  all  have 
been  working  in  one  way  or  another  for  the  soldiers.  The  Convalescent 
Homes  come  in  for  a  big  share,  and  the  Veterans'  Association  is  not  forgotten. 

We  regret  to  report  that,  through  ill-health,  our  esteemed  generjj 
secretary,  Mrs.  Lamont,  was  forced  to  resign.  The  Central  Council  sent 
out  an  appeal  to  the  branches  and  societies  in  connection  with  our  movement 
to  award  a  testimonial  to  Mrs.  Lamont,  and  this  met  with  a  liberal  response. 
The  presentation  of  same  was  made  by  Mrs.  Tulloch  (president  of  the  guild), 
in  Abbotsview  Home,  Galashiels,  on  8th  March,  1918. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Greenock,  on  19th  May, 
1917,  at  which  Mrs.  Tulloch  presided  and  delivered  the  presidential  address, 
dealing  with  the  work  which  the  guild  has  carried  out  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  and  appealing  to  the  branches  to  work  as  vigorously  as  possible 
during  the  coming  year. 

At  this  meeting  the  elections  took  place  and  the  report  and  balance  sheet 
were  adopted.  A  resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously,  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  give  facilities  for,  or  to  bring  in  themselves,  a  Bill 
empowering  women  to  act  as  law  agents  in  Scotland ;  and  it  was  decided  not 
to  send  a  representative  to  the  English  Women's  Guild  Congress  on  account 
of  the  expense. 

The  rules  of  the  guild  were  amended,  and  subjects  of  importance  were 
further  discussed,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned  "Maternity  and  Child 
Welfai-e,"  "Excess  Profits  and  Income  Tax,"  and  "Pensions  to  Soldiers 
and  Sailors." 

Two  meetings  had  been  held  with  the  sectional  secretaries  and  presidents. 
These  conferences  are  very  important,  reports  of  work  done  and  suggestions 
for  the  future  are  submitted  and  considered.  Consideration  is  given  also 
as  to  how  the  guild  can  help  to  finance  the  convalescent  homes,  and  how  best 
the  co-operative  movement  may  be  assisted,  and  also  the  organisation  of  the 
co-operative  vote. 

The  classes  for  women  which  have  been  formed  under  the  auspicee  of 
the  Co-operative  Union  are  as  follows  : — 

Glasgow  (Southern  Section)   Mr.  W.  Reid. 

Glasgow  (Northern  Section. Mr.  W.  Low. 

Edinburgh Mrs.  Lamont. 
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Leith Mr.  J.  Cairns. 

Dunfermline Mr.  J.  T.  Pye. 

Ayr  Mr.  P.  Malcolm. 

Alloa    Mr.  J.  Bayne. 

Perth   Mr.  J.  Muir. 

Aberdeen Miss  Taylor. 

Clydebank Mrs.  Buchan. 

Coatbridge Mrs.  TuUoch. 

Hamilton Mrs.  TuUoch. 

Scottish  Co-operative  Women's  Guild  Balance  Sheet,  1917-18. 


Income.  £ 

To  Balance,  as  per  last  Report 43 

Grant  from  Co-operative  Union.  .175 

U.C.B.S.Lta 15 

„  8.C  W.S.  Ltd 25 

,,         Hamilton     Baking 

Society  Ltd 1 

,,         Co-operative     News- 
paper Society  Ltd..    2 

Branch  Fees  from  last  year    1 

Badges    3 

Song  Books 1 

Literature 0 

Printing  (Section  I.) 4 

„        (Section  II.)— Last  year.    3 

„        (Section  II.) 4 

„       (Section  III.) — Last  year    0 

„        (Section    III.) 8 

„        (Section  VI.)    3 

„        (Section  VII.) 3 

Branch  Subcriptions 68 

Bank  Interest    1 

Interest  on  Share  in  Co-operator 

Newspaper  Society 0 

Delegate's  Expenses  to 

C.P.R.C.  refunded..  je32    0    4i 
Printing,       Stationery, 
and    Postage    re 
C.P.R.C.  refunded..    2    3    7 

34 


s. 

d. 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

9 

5 

6 

6 

8 

10  11 

15 

6 

7  10 

13 

2 

11 

0 

11 

6 

18 

6 

IB 

6 

10 

1 

1    0 


3  m 


£396    8    4i 


EXPENDITDRK.                          £      S.  d. 

By  Audit  Expenses    1  17  4 

,,  Grants  to  Sections  67    0  0 

,,  Line  for  Convalescent  Home    . .    1  15  0 

,,  Ten  Conference  Subscriptions  . .     17  6 

,,  Secretary's  Salary  16  17  6 

„  President's  Salary   6    0  0 

,,  Treasurer's  Salary    7    0  0 

,,  Central  Council  Expenses 89  17  7i 

„        „              „        Delegations 36    8  1 

,,  Conferences  with  Sections   11    7  4 

„  Printing 62    6  3 

,,  Postages 11  12  8 

„  Special  Meeting  Expenses  2  17  4 

„  Subscription  to  Veterans'  Associa- 
tion      1    1  0 

,,  ,,         National  Vigilance 

Association  ....     0    5  0 
,,                  ,,          S.C.    Women's 

Trades  0    5  0 

,,                  „         Ambulance  Centra    0    5  0 
,,                   I,          Womens'  Suffrage    0    5  0 
„  Delegate's  Fee  to  Housing  Con- 
ference        0    2  0 

,,  Delegate's  Expenses  to  Veterans' 

Meeting 0  12  10 

,,  Leoturer'sFeeat  Annual  Meeting    110 

,,  Gratuities   , 4  17  1 

,,  Literature 1  16  8 

,,  Insurance  Premium   2    0  0 

„  Song  Books   3    9  0 

,,  Copies  Report  of  Lo  don   Con- 
ference        0    1  0 

„  Delegates  Expenses  to  C.P.RC...  32    0  4^ 
,,  Shares — 

Co-operative   Convales- 
cent Homes  Ltd £B    0    0 

Co-operative  Newspaper 

Society  Ltd 1    8    4 

.,  Cash  in  Bank  32    6  llj 

„  Cash  on  hand 5    6    6 

42    0  9J 


£396    8    4i 


Glasfow,  18th  March,  1918. — Examined  and  found  correct. 

James  Trainer, 
Elizabeth  Thomson, 


Auditors. 
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III.— IRELAND. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Irish  Co-operative  Women's  Ouild  have 
pleasure  in  submitting  the  annual  report  and  financial  statement  for  the  year 
ending  1st  March,  1918.  •    •  . 

During  the  pa^st  year  every  effort  has  been  made  to  st^ngihen  the  position 
of  the  guild  as  a  national  co-operative  organisation.  It  has  been  very  uphill 
work  for  some  of  our  branches  t(^J|pep  going,  and  the  difficyjties  of  propa 
ganda  are,  at  the  present  time,  greater  than  at  any  other  period  of  our  history  ; 
but  where  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  do  much  moire  than  "  mark  time" 
we  have  been  endeavouring  to  prepare  for  'future  developments.  As  a  result 
of  war  conditions,  two  of  our  branches  in  the  extreme  south — Cork  and 
Queenstown — ^have  ceased^  exist.  Newtownards  Branch  has  also  fallen  out 
of  the  ranks.  Efforts  were  made  to  open  new  branches  at  Dublin,  Inchicore, 
and  Ballinamallard,_  but  so  far  without  success.  Keverthelees,  we  are 
numerically  stronger  than  last  year,  and  we  anticipate  greatly  increased 
activity  in  the  future.  During  the  year  all  the  branches  (with  the  exception 
of  Rosslare  Harbour)  were  visited  by  executive  members.  Belfast,  Lisbum, 
and  Bangor  branches  diow  an  increase  in  membership,  and  the  interest  in 
guild  work  at  these  oentjes  has  been  well  maintained. 

'Annual  Meeting. 
The  tenth  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Portadown.  •  Mrs.  A.  C.  Husband 
(president  of  the  Irish  Guild)  occupied  the  chair,  and  delivered  the  presi- 
dential address.  A  thoughtful  paper  on  "  The  Need  for  Co-operative 
Education  "  was  read  by  Mrs.  Johnson  (Belfast).  The  following  resolutions 
(all  of  which  were  passed  unanimously)  were  included  in  the  agenda  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
That  this  meeting  expresses  its  unanimous  approval  of  the  extension 
of  the  Registration  of  Midwives  Act  to  Ireland,  and  calls  upon 
the  authorities  to  put  into  operation  immediately  the  Bill  drafted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  conjunction  with  the  medical 
profession.  We  also  urge  that  maternity  and  child  welfare 
centres  be  established  without  delay;  and  in  the  national  interest 
we  demand  that  the  Provision  of  Meals  Act  and  the  medical 
inspection  of  school  children  be  made  operative  in  Ireland  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment." 

The  People's  Food. 
That  in  view  of  the  statement  by  the  Government  that  with  care 
and  economy  on  the  part  of  everyone  famine  may  be  averted, 
we  feel  it  is  imperative  that  local  authorities  should  take  a  hand 
in  the  organisation  and  distributimi  of  food  supplies,  and  that 
working-class  organisations  should  set  up  food  vigilance  com- 
mittees to  make  the  views  and  needs  of  consumers  more  effectively 
heard.     We  call  upon  local  authorities  in  Ireland  to  adopt  and 
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administer  such  schemes,  and  request  that  the  Irish  Co-operative 
Guild  have  representation  on  all  such  committees." 

Income  Tax  and  Excess  Profits. 
That  this  meeting  of  women  co-operators  protests  emphatically  against 
the  suggested  levy  of  income  tax  upon  dividends  on  purchases 
and  the  imposition  of  excess  profits  duty. 

CONFERENCBS,-  &C. 

An  interesting  conference  of  branch  presidents  and  secretaries  was  held 
in  Belfast  last  September,  followed  in  the  evening  by  a  social  gathering,  at 
which  the  president  of  the  guild,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Husband,  was  presented  with 
a  badge  of  office  and  a  gold  wristlet  wAtch;  and  the  vice-president.  Miss 
Dorman,  was  also  made  the  recipient  of  a  gold  watch  in  appreciation  of  her 
services  to  the  guild;   •  ' 

A  very  success-fuj  two  days'  school  was  held  in  February  at  Belfast. 
Mrs.  Blair  (Liverpool)  conducted  same,  and  we  are  hoping  that  much  good 
will  accrue  from  this  venture^-the  first  of  the  kind  in  Ireland.  ,^  The  first 
day  was  devoted  to  cla&ses  for  officials,  and  on  the  second  day  the  subjects 
dealt  with  Were  "The  Co-operative  Control  of  Industry"  and  "Co-operation 

and  the  Wax." 

,  •«»  ■ 

Classes  for  Women. 
In    conjunction    with    the    Central    Education    Committee    of    the    Co- 
operative Union,  three  classes  are  being  conducted — at  Dublin,  Enniskillen, 
and   Belfast.     All   have  been  "well  attended   and  much   appreciated  by  the " 
students. 

The  Young'  Co-operator. 
Young  people's  circles  and  junior  guilds  are  being  conducted  in  Belfast 
and  Dublin  with  marked  success.     We  hope  that  in  the  very  near  future 
educational  committees  will  take  up  the  work  of  the  formation  of  juvenile 
clafisea,  in  addition  to  what  is  already  b^ing  done  along  these  lines. 

Representation  on  Committees,  &c. 
One  of  our  executive  members  is  on  the  management  committee  of  the 
Dublin  Society,  and  two  members  of  the  guild  are  on  the  committee  of  the 
Ballymena  Society.  We  regret  that  representation  on  the  Belfast  Board  of 
Management  was  lost  during  the  past  year,  and  up  to  the  time  of  writing  the 
position  ha-s  not  been  regained ;  but  the  return  of  an  additional  woman  repre- 
sentative (making  three  in  all)  to  the  Belfast  Educational  Committee  somewhat 
compensates.  There  are  evidences  of  an  awakened  interest  amongst  oar 
members  regarding  the  working  of  their  own  societies  and  the  movement  in 
gen«ral. 

Joint  Action  with  Other  Bodies. 
We  combined  with  other  organisations  in  getting  up  a  meeting  for  Judge 
Neil  (U.S.A.),  at  which  he  explained  the  working  of  the  scheme  for  mothers' 
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pensions.  A  mothers'  pension  committee  was  thereafter  formed,  upon  which 
the  Irish  Guild  has  representation.  Through  this  committee  deputations  have 
been  sent  to  the  Belfast  Corporation  and  poor  law  guardians  in  connection 
with  child  welfare  schemes  and  the  administration  of  the  existing  Irish  Poor 
Law. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  thank  the  Co-operative  Union,  the  United 
Co-operative  Baking  Society,  Portadown  Society,  and  the  Belfast  Society 
for  grants,  &c.,  received  during  the  year;  also  our  many  good  friends  in 
the  movement  who  have  from  time  to  time  rendered  assistance  in  various 
ways. 

Financial  statement  for  12  months  ending  1st  March,  1918  : — 


Income. 
To  Balance  brought  forward  . . . 
Grant— Co-operative  Union. 

„        U.C.B.S 

„       Belfast  Society 

Affiliation  Fees 

Literature  sold 

Interest,  &c 


£   s.  d. 

22  17  5^ 

50    0  0 

8    0  0 

2    2  0 

7    0  4 

0  13  6 

0  18  9 


Audited  and  found  correct. 

(Signed)    Wm.  M.  Knox, 


Expenditure.  £   s.  d. 

By  Ezecntive  Meetings    18  12    3) 

„  Annual  Meeting  7  11    8 

„  Visiting    Branches    and    Propa- 
ganda Meetings. 12  15    8 

„  Affiliation    0  15    0 

,,  Literature  2    0    1 

„  Printing  17  18    0 

„  Delegates   to  Irish    Conference, 

Dublin   2    0    0 

„  Contribution  to  Mothers'  Pension 

Committee  0  10    0 

,,  Carriage,  Returns,  &c 0    5    8 

„  Secretary's  Salary    6    0    0 

,,  Postage,  Stationery,  &c 2  15    0 

,,  Treasurer's  Salary      2    0    0 

„  Expenses  of  Two  Days'  School . .  10  18  10 

„  Balance— Belfast  Society 0  12  11 

,,         „  in  Treasurer's  hands  . .    2  16  11 


£86  12    OJ  £86  12    04 

Mabgaeet  T.  McCoubrey,  General  Secretary. 
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VI.— THE  INTERNATIONAL  CO-OPERATIVE  ALLIANCE. 


(See  Report  54,  page  316.) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND  DONATIONS  FOR   1915,   1916,  AND   1917. 


Country. 


Argentine    

Austria    

Hungary , 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

Cyprus , 

Denmark     , 

Finland 

France , 

Germany 

India    

Italy    

Japan 

Nethorlands   . . . 

Norway    

Roumania  ..... 

Russia 

Servia 

Spain   

Sweden    

Switzerland  . . . 
United  Kingdom 
United  States    . 

Total    . . . 


Subscriptions 

and 

Donations  for  1915. 


£     s.     d. 
1  16     0 


0  12  0 

10  0 

30    9  4 

38     4  0 

♦151     0  3 


18     7  8 

♦14  0 

28  12  6 

14  16  0 

2     7  5 

16    0  5 

10    0  0 

5  10  11 

31     4  0 

96    3  1 

674  19  2 

0    6  0 


£1122  12    9 


Subscriptions 

and 

Donations  for  1916. 


£      8.     d. 
14     0 


10  0 

30     0  0 

48     2  0 

77  19  0 


16  14 
0  12 

28  12 
9  17 


5     0 

30  12 

96  13 

670  16 

0    6 


27  10    6 


£1044  18  11 


Subscriptions 

and 

Donations  for  1917. 


£     s.     d. 
1  16     0 


5  12 

0 

33*  U 

57     2 

88     2 

9 

0 

11 

15' 18 
0  12 

13  18 
9     5 

4 
0 
0 
0 

12    7     2 


30  1  0 

111  8  6 

739  8  6 

2  6  0 


£1121  12     2 


'  Subscriptions,  1914  and  1915. 
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Reports  of  the  Sections  and  District  Associations. 


(1)   ireIat^no. 


ANNUAL     REPORT     OF     THE     SECTIONAL     BOARD    AND    OF    THE 
IRISH   CO-OPERATIVE    CONFERENCE    ASSOCIATION. 

(a)  The  Sectional  Board. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Congress 

year  held  at  Belfast  on  9th  June,  viz. : — 

Chairman    Mr.  W.  J.  MoGuffin. 

Treasurer Mr.  H.  Archer. 

Secretary  {till  1st  August) Mr.  R.  Fleming. 

„   '      (from  1st  August)    Mr.  W.  M.  Knox. 

Representatives  on  Central  Board — 

Messrs.  W.  J.  McGuffin  and  J.  Palmer. 

Representativ*  on  United  Board  and  Office  Committee — 

Mr.  W.  J.  MoGuffin. 

„  Central  Education  Committee.. Mi.  H.  Archer. 

Editor  of  "  Wheatsheaf"  {Irish  issue) Mr.  W.  M.  Knox. 

Eleven  meetings  were  held  during  the  year  with  attendances  as  under,  viz. : — 

Present.  Absent. 

Mr.  J.  Adams  6     5 

Mr.  H.  Archer 7     4 

Mr.  W.  Gray 10     ....       1 

Mr.  R.  Fleming  9     2 

Mr.  W.  G.  Kane 11 

Mr.  W.  J.  MoGuffin   11 

Mr.  J.  Palmer 10 

Shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  Congress  year  the  Board  were 
faced  with  the  difficulties  of  the  situation  created  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Fleming 
to  the  directorate  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  whilst  the  Board 
congratulated  him  on  his  election  it  was  with  regret  that  they  accepted  his  resigna- 
tion of  the  position  of  secretary  to  the  Board  and  propagandist  agent  in  Ireland. 
Mr.  Fleming  has  filled  these  positions  since  1909,  and  has  been  of  great  service 
to  the  co-operative  movement  in  Ireland,  both  organising  new  societies  and  in 
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guiding  and  advising  most  of  the  societies  already  in  existence.  Being  a  public 
auditor,  he  also  audited  the  accounts  of  the  majority  of  the  Irish  distributive 
societies — a  most  valuable  work  in  helping  and  strengthening  many  of  the 
smaller  societies. 

The  United  Board,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  OflSce  Committee,  offered 
the  position  vacated  by  Mr.  Fleming  to  Mr.  W.  M.  Knox,  educational  secretary 
of  Belfast  Society,  by  whom  it  was  accepted  as  from  1st  August,  and  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  for  clerical  assistance  and  the  securing  of  an  office  for  the  work 
of  the  Sectional  Board  at  18,  Frederick  Street,  Belfast. 

During  the  year  new  societies  were  registered  at  Athlone,  Cloimiel,  and 
Waterford.  All  have  started  in  business  about  the  beginning  of  1918,  with  fair 
prospects  of  success,  notwithstanding  many  difficulties  with  regard  to  supplies  of 
goods,  particularly  sugar,  which  none  of  them  could  get  until  the  card  scheme 
came  into  force. 

Two  of  the  societies  registered  in  1916 — Clan  William  (Tipperary)  and 
Tralee — have  not  succeeded  in  getting  a  start  made  in  business,  and  in  both 
cases  the  share  capital  collected  is  being  retained  in  bank  in  view  of  the  possibility 
of  more  favourable  circumstances  arising. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  Londonderry,  where  a  provisional  committee  has 
made  fair  progress  in  collecting  share  capital.  The  promoters  of  the  proposed 
society  have  agreed  to  apply  for  registration  and  continue  for  a  time  canvassing 
for  members  with  the  hope  of  a  better  prospect  of  making  a  successful  start  after 
some  time. 

In  Limerick,  a  provisional  committee,  representative  of  various  trades,  has 
been  at  work  and  visits  have  been  made  to  advise  them.  The  project  is  being 
taken  up  enthusiastically  by  the  various  trade  societies,  and  a  representative 
meeting  of  the  promoters  is  being  organised  to  consider  the  question  of  registra- 
tion, and  whether  an  immediate  start  in  business  should  be  made. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  places  society  or  public  meetings  have 
been  attended  and  addressed  by  the  propagandist  agent  and  members  of  the 
Board  at  Ballymena,  Cork,  Drumreany,  Dublin,  Dungannon,  [  Enniskillen, 
Lucan,  Queenstown,  and  Sligo.  Keen  interest  in  the  movement  continues  to  be 
manifested  all  over  the  country  and  inquiries  have  been  received  from  Waterville 
(Co.  Kerry),  Navan,  Drogheda,  and  Galway,  which  are  receiving  attention.  The 
very  serious  handicaps  which  the  Control  regulations  impose  on  new  societies 
make  it  a  very  serious  undertaking  to  start  in  business.  Warrenpoint  and 
Drumreaney  societies  having  opened  in  1916  were  unable  to  get  any  supplies  of 
sugar  for  their  members,  and  are  only  now  coming  in  for  a  supply  through  the 
operation  of  the  Card  Distribution  scheme.  In  spite  of  this  severe  drawback, 
both^societies  have  come  through  the  past  year  very  well.  The  Sectional  Board 
has  been  unremitting  in  its  efforts  on  behalf  Of  the  societies  under  the  varying 
difficulties  arising  through  the  Control  regulations. 

Monthly  reports  are  submitted  by  the  secretary  to  the  Sectional  Board  of 
the  organising,  propaganda,  and  auditing  work.  The  latter  involves  visiting 
societies  all  over  Ireland,  and  necessarily  occupies  a  good  deal  of  time.      The 
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accounts  of  the  following  societies  have  been  audited  during  the  year,  viz., 
Armagh,  Ballymena,  City  of  Cork,  Coalisland,  Dublin  Industrial,  Dublin 
University,  Dungannon,  Drumaness,  Drumreany,  Enniskillen,  Greenore,  Inchi- 
core.  Lame,  Lucan,  Middletown,  Newtownards,  Ochilinore,  Queenstown,  Renvyle, 
Sligo,  Warrenpoint,  Rosslare  Harbour,  and  South  Co.  Dublin.  The  fees  for  this 
work  are  credited  to  the  Union  and  amounted  to  £121.  163.  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1917. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  the  holding  of  the  first  Irish  Summe 
School  at  Lame,  Co.  Antrim,  from  the  6th  to  the  20th  July  next  (both  dates 
inclusive),  under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Education  Committee  and  the 
Irish  Section. 

Subjoined  is  a  statement  of  Board  expenses  charged  to  the  Union  during 
1917:— 


Beceipts.  &    s.  d. 

To  Balance  in  hand  10    0    0 

„  Cash  from  Central  Office 79    6    9 


£89    6    9 


Expenditure.  £     s.    d. 

By  Executive  Meetings   36  17    3 

,,  Conferences  and  Deputations 34    0    7 

,,  General  Printing 8    8  11 

„  Balance  in  hand  10    0    0 


£89    6    9 


(6)  Annual  Report  of  the  Conference  Association. 
(Northern  and  Southern  Districts.) 

A  Southern  District  Conference  was  held  on  the  premises  of  the  Irish 
Agricultural  Wholesale  Society,  Dublin,  on  18th  April.  Mr.  May's  paper  on 
"  Income  Tax  "  was  considered  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  protesting  against 
the  "  profits  "  of  co-operative  societies  being  made  assessable  to  Income  Tax.  A 
resolution  in  favour  of  farming  being  undertaken  by  distributive  societies  as  a 
method  of  regulating  the  supply  and  prices  of  foodstuffs  and  raw  materials  was 
adopted  after  a  warm  discussion  on  the  respective  merits  of  the  agricultural  and 
distributive  methods  of  dealing  with  land  problems. 

A  conference  of  the  Northern  District  was  held  at  Lisburn  on  19th  May 
when  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Johnson,  on  "  The  Situation  in  Ireland  with 
respect  to  Food  Production  and  the  Relationship  of  the  Consumer  thereto.' 
The  discussion  was  very  interesting  and  the  paper  was  afterwards  published,  and 
has  since  aroused  much  interest  throughout  the  country.  A  resolution  was 
adopted  in  favour  of  farming  by  distributive  societies  either  individually  or 
through  their  federations. 

The  annual  joint  conference  of  both  districts  was  held  in  Dublin  on  1st 
September,  when  Mr.  Amos  Mann,  of  Leicester,  introduced  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee's report  to  last  Congress,  dealing  with  questions  of  capital  and  educational 
matters.  The  various  suggestions  of  the  report  were  received  sympathetically, 
and  most  of  them  with  hearty  support  of  the  delegates. 

A  conference  of  managers,  secretaries,  and  committee-men  was  held  in  the 
Northern  District  at  Belfast,  on  28th  March.  A  very  practical  paper  on 
"  Salesmanship  "  was  read  by  Mr.  H.  Ingram  (Drapery  Department,  Belfast 
Society).     The  discussion  on  the  paper  was  keen,  pointed,  and  helpful. 
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The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 

The  Tbeasubeb  in  Account  with  the  Ibish  Co-opbbativb 
confebencb  association. 


Receipts.                      £    s.  d. 
To  Subscriptions     from     Societies, 
Guilds,   and    Belfast    Branch 

A.U.C.E 121    8  4 

„  Audit  Fees  received  13116  0 

„  Sale  of  Books    5    1  0 


Audited — 

John  B.  Tatlok. 


Total  Income 248    5    4 

„  Cash  in  hand  Slst  Dec,  1916 14    9    6 


£362  14    9 


Expenditure.                      £    s.  d. 
By  Conferences- 
Belfast   8  17  9 

Dublin  (2) 80    9  0 

Lisburn  6  15  10 

„  Audit  Fees — 

Remitted  to  Co-op.  Union 121  16  0 

„  Postages,  &c 4    9  8 

,,  Special  Travelling  Expenses 5  16  1 

,,  Account  Books 5  19  8 

„  Co-op.  Union  Dues 1    0  10 

,,  Secretary's  Salary   10    0  0 

,,  Advertising  Summer  School   0    4  4 

Total  Expenditure 240    9  2 

„  Cash  in  hand  31st  Dec,  1917 22    5  7 

£262  14  9 

W.  J.  McGuFFiN,  Chairman. 
W.  M.  Knox,  Secretary. 
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(2)     MIlDlaT^NO     SECTION. 


The  attendances  of  the  memhers  of  the  Board  have  been  as  below 


Present. 

Mr.  G.  Bastard 9     . 

Mr.  J.  Butcher 9     , 

Mr.  S.  Butler    8     , 

Mr.  W.  J.  Douse 10     , 

Mr.  G.  Harris 10     . 

Mr.  A.  H.  Jones    9 

Mr.  J.  Langley 10 

Mr.  W.  Millerchip  9 

Mr.  J.  Millington    9 

Mr.  C.  A.  W.  Saxton  10 

Mr.  J.  G.  Shacklock 9     , 

♦  Sick. 


Mr.  E.  L.  Griffiths. 


Honorary  Members. 
Mr.  D.  Mc.Innes. 


Absent. 
1 

.      *1 

.      *2 


Mr.  W.  W 


Possible. 
10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 


Smith. 


Mr.  G.  Woodhouse. 


Mr.  S.  Redfern. 


The    following    appointments   were   made   at   the  first    meeting,    held   at 
Nottingham,  on  2nd  June,  1917  : — 

Chairman  :  Mr.  J.  Butcher. 
Treasurer  :  Mr.  W.  J.  Douse.  Secretary  :  Mr.  Chas.  A.  W.  Saxton. 

Representatives — 

On  the  United  Board. ....  .Messrs.  G.  Bastard  and  J.  G.  Shacklock. 

„      Offlce  Committee Mr.  G.  Bastard. 

„      Educational  Committee  Mr.  J.  Butcher. 

„      Joint  Propaganda  Committee Mr.  S.  Butler. 

On  Sectional  Choral  Association  Committee Mr.  W.  J.  Douse. 

„  Educational  Association  Committee  ...  Mr.  G.  Harris. 

„  Propaganda  Committee  ....Messrs.  G   Bastard,  W. 

Douse,  S.  Butler,  and  C.  A.  W.  Saxton. 


15 


1916. 

1917. 

213 

Figures  for  1917 

483,001 

will    be    inserted 

£6,080,229 

after  Congress  in 

£15,529,303 

Report  issued  to 

£1,622,107 

Societies. 

£483,696 
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The  following  will  show  the  position  of  the  movement  at  the  end  of  1917,  as 
compared  with  the  figures  for  1916. 

No.  of  Societies    

No.  of  Members   

Share  Capital 

Sales 

Net  Surplus 

Reserve  Fund 

Despite  the  critical  period  through  which  we  are  passing,  the  difficulty  in 
obtaining  supplies  through  a  world  shortage  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  together 
with  the  lack  of  efficient  national  control  and  distribution  of  what  is  obtainable, 
and  an  equitable  system  of  rationing,  the  co-operative  movement  has  more  than 
held  its  own  in  the  Midland  Section  during  the  past  year  -  economically, 
educationally  and  socially. 

The  Sectional  Board  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  work  of  the  several 
Conference  District  and  Educational  Associations,  as  well  as  the  Women's  and 
and  Men's  Guilds. 

Notwithstanding  the  restricted  railway  service,  Sectional,  District,  Educa- 
tional Association  and  Guild  Conferences  have  been  held  as  usual. 

The  Sectional  Choral  Association  was  also  able  to  hold  its  annual  festival. 

A  feature  of  the  year's  work  has  been  the  holding  of  week-end  schools  ;  the 
one  at  Woodbrooke  Settlement,  Bournville,  near  Birmingham,  organised  by  the 
Educational  Association  in  conjunction  with  the  Central  Education  Committee 
and  the  Sectional  Board,  proved  a  great  success. 

Sectional  Conferences. 

The  first  series  of  three  conferences  was  held  on  27th  October.  The  report 
of  the  Survey  Committee,  as  presented  to  Swansea  Congress,  provided  the  subject 
for  discussion.  Professor  P.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com.,  iotroduced  the  subject  at 
Wolverhampton,  Mr.  W.  Millerchip,  J. P.,  at  Kettering,  and  Mr.  J.  PoUitt,  at 
Grantham.  Lively  interest  was  taken  in  the  various  proposals  contained  in  the 
Report,  and  at  each  meeting  emphasis  was  laid  on  the  necessity  for  a  co-operative 
"daily"  paper,  more  especially  in  view  of  taking  political  action. 

The  second  series  was  held  on  26th  January,  1918,  when  a  paper  was 
submitted,  entitled  "Farming  by  Distributive  Co-operative  Societies,"  especially 
prepared  by  Mr.  D.  Mc.Innes,  J.P.,  at  the  request  of  the  Central  Board,  and  in 
pursuance  of  a  resolution  passed  at  Swansea  Congress. 

That  this  Congress  considers  it  advisable  in  the  interests  of  the 
consumer  that  farming  be  undertaken  by  distributive  societies, 
either  individually  or  in  federation,  as  a  means  of  controlling 
prices   of  foodstuffs   and   raw   materials. 

Mr.  Mc.Innes  read  his  paper  at  Peterborough,  Mr.  Bastard  at  Stafford,  and 
Mr.  Millington  at  Coventry. 

Great  interest  was  taken  in  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  a  very 
useful  and  informing  discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  and  doubtless 
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will  have  some  effect  on  those  societies  that  have  recently  purchased  farm  land 
or  are  about  to  add  agriculture  to  their  many  other  co- operative  operations. 

In  ad  ition  to  the  conferences  named,  a  Joint  Conference  v^as  held  in  con- 
junction with  the  Educational  Committees'  Association  and  the  Central  Educa- 
tion Committee  in  connection  with  the  week-end  school  held  at  Woodbrooke 
Settlement,  Bournville.  Here  Mr.  W.  Millerchip,  J. P.,  introduced  the  subject 
for  discussion,  viz.,  "  Educational  Reconstruction,"  and  moved  the  Congress 
resolution  thereon  as  adopted  at  Swansea.  A  good  discussion  ensued  and  the 
resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

All  the  conferences  have  been  well  attended,  which  is  considered  very  satis- 
factory under  the  restricted  railway  service. 

Propaganda. 

Although  hampered  by  the  knowledge  that  societies  have  a  difficulty  in 
making  provision  for  existing  membership  and,  therefore,  not  over  anxious  for 
large  increases  in  this  direction,  the  Sectional  Propaganda  Committee,  through 
the  District  Representatives  and  Educational  Committees,  with  the  financial 
assistance  of  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee,  have  done  some  good  work. 
During  the  summer  months  open-air  meetings  were  organised  with  much  success, 
particularly  in  the  Derby  district,  and  during  the  winter  mainly  in  the  Shrop- 
shire and  Mid- Wales  district,  although  to  a  lesser  extent  in  most  of  the  other 
districts  some  good  work  has  been  accomplished. 

The  main  object  of  the  Propaganda  Committee  has  been  to  bring  home  to 
the  existing  membership  the  value  of  co-oporation  to  the  nation  in  general  and 
to  themselves  in  particular  during  the  trying  times  through  which  we  are  passing, 
and  to  point  out  to  them  the  important  part  co-operation  should  play  in  the 
reconstruction  when  the  war  is  ended. 

Direct  Representation. 
Since  Swansea  Congress  approved  the  principle  of  Direct  Representation  in 
Parliament  and  on  Local  Administrative  Bodies,  and  the  Special  Emergency 
Conference  in  London  adopted  the  scheme  there  propounded,  much  activity  and 
unanimity  has  prevailed  in  the  section ;  the  services  of  members  of  the  Board 
have  been  in  great  request  at  members'  meetings,  and  societies  have  adopted  the 
scheme  and  paid  their  contributions  on  the  basis  laid  down ;  it  is  hoped,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Central  Committee,  to  run  several  candidates  for  Parlia- 
mentary honours. 

Income  Tax  and  Excess  Profits  Tax. 
Apart  from  the  interviewing  of  members  of  Parliament  at  the  House  of 
Commons  at  the  time  of  the  Emergency  Conference,  members'  meetings  have 
been  specially  called  to  protest  against  the  agitation  of  traders'  asssociations  to 
have  the  trade  of  co-operative  societies  assessed  for  Income  Tax,  also  to  demand 
a  repeal  of  the  Excess  Profits  Tax  so  far  as  it  affects  co-operative  societies  ;  the 
result  of  such  meetings  undoubtedly  had  some  effect  in  the  alteration  of  the  basis 
as  far  as  the  latter  tax  is  concerned  in  the  last  Finance  Act,  but  continued  activity 
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is  required  to  combat  the  untiring  efforts  of  the  private  trader  to  get  exceptional 
legislation  parsed  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  co-operation. 

Hours  and  Wages  Board. 
The  Boards  have  been  established  in  each  conference  district  with  we  believe 
beneficial  results,  many  amicable  arrangements  having  been  come  to. 

Conciliation  Board. 
The  services  of  the  members  of  the  Sectional  Conciliation  Board  have  been 
sought  on  several  occasions  and  their  decisions  accepted,  thus  proving  the  value 
of  such  boards  in  settling  or  rather  preventing  disputes. 

Educational. 

The  various  Educational  Committees  and  branches  of  Women's  atfd  Men's 
Guilds  have  carried  on  their  work,  although  somewhat  restricted  in  their 
operations. 

The  Sectional  Choral  Association  held  its  Annual  Festival  at  Derby,  on 
13th  October,  and  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  experienced  in  securing  male 
voices  owing  to  so  many  men  being  on  active  service,  was  a  marked  success,  and 
all  concerned  are  to  be  heartily  congratulated  for  "carrying  on"  under  such 
adverse  circumstances. 

To  those  societies  not  possessing  choirs,  the  Board  urge  the  consideration  of 
taking  steps  towards  their  formation . 

Convalescent  Fund. 

This  fund  continues  to  make  progress,  there  being  a  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  persons  receiving  grants  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  only 
requires  to  be  more  widely  known  among  the  members  of  societies  when  a  still 
larger  nimiber  of  co-operators  recovering  from  sickness  will  be  receiving  the  great 
oenefits  obtainable  through  membership. 

Eleven  societies  have  joined  the  fund  during  the  year,  and  one  lapsed  on 
becoming  attached  to  another  section,  making  the  present  membership  96, 

To  those  societies  not  yet  aflSliated  we  appeal  for  support  on  behalf  of  this 
truly  co-operative  organisation  for  giving  assistance  in  time  of  need. 

HoLYOAKE  Centenary, 

We  cannot  conclude  our  report  without  referring  to  the  historical  event 
which  took  place  in  Birmingham  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  14th  April,  when 
a  Memorial  Tablet  was  unveiled  — and  has  since  been  fixed  on  the  front  of  the  New 
Central  premises  of  the  Birmingham  Society  in  High  Street — in  commemoration 
of  the  Centenary  of  the  birth  of  our  late  revered  leader  George  Jacob  Holyoake. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  his  old  colleague,  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening,  before 
a  large  gathering  of  representative  co-operators  from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
following  the  unveiling  Mrs.  Holyoake  Marsh  (daughter  of  Mr,  Holyoake)  and 
Mr,  James  Deans  gave  addresses  worthy  of  the  occasion. 

In  the  evening  a  Mass  Meeting  and  Concert  was  held  in  the  large  Central 
Hall,  when  Mr,  W,  Millerchip  presided  over  a  crowded  attendance,  and  speeches 
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were  delivered  by  Mr.  Geo.  Bastard  and  Mr.  Rae,  each  bearing  testimony  from 
long  personal  experience  to  the  worth  of  the  man  whom  they  had  met  to  honour. 
The  meetings  both  in  the  afternoon  and  evening  were  in  every  way  a  success, 
the  various  speeches  being  worthy  of  the  occasion  and  will  long  be  remembered 
by  those  who  were  privileged  to  be  present. 

J.  Butcher,  Chairman. 

Chas.  a.  W.  Saxton,  Secretary. 


THE    MIDLAND    CO-OPERATIVE    CONVALESCENT    FUND. 


Executive  Committee : 


Mr.  G.  Woodhouse  (chairman),  C.W.S. 
„    T.  Brodrick  (auditor). 
,,    Chas.   A.   W     Saxton    (secretary), 

Worcester. 
„    D.  Mclnnes,  C.W.S. 
,,    W.  J.  Douse,  Nottingham. 
„    C.  W.  Brown,  Coalville. 


Mr.  W.  Millerchip,  Walsall. 

„  W.  Warren,  Derby. 

„  J.  Butcher,  Rugby. 

,,  J.  Millington,  Birmingham, 

„  S.  Kemp,  Leicester. 

„  G.  Harris,  Lincoln. 

„  B.  Butler,  Wellingborough. 


In  presenting)  this,  our  fourth  annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts, 
we  wish  to  congratulate  the  members  on  the  continued  progress  of  the  fund 
during  the  year  1917. 

We  are  pleased  to  be  ab]©  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  abnormal 
conditions  prevailing  owing  to  the  war,  and  the  necessary  accommodation 
required  for  our  convaJescent  soldiers  and  sailors  at  the  various  homes,  we 
have,  with  very  few  exceptions,  been  able  to  obtain  admission  for  our  patients. 

In  cases  when  we  could  not  obtain  admission  within  a  reasonable  time 
at  the  Devonshire  Home,  Buxton,  and  St.  John's  Brine  Baths,  Droitwich, 
spec'al  grants  have  been  made  to  enable  applicants  to  attend  as  out-patients. 

Many  letters  have  been  received  from  convalescents,  paying  tribute  to 
the  value  of  the  "  fimd,"  and  expressing  gratitude  for  the  benefits  received 
from  residence  in  the  various  homes.  Copies  of  two  such  letters  appear  in 
this  report. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  persons  receiving 
granta  when  compared  with  the  previous  year;  ajid  the  "  fund"  only  requires 
to  be  more  widely  known  among  the  members  of  societies,  when  a  still  larger 
number  of  our  co-operative  members  recovering  from  sickness  will  be  receiving 
the  great  benefits  to  be  obtained  through  membership  with  the  "  fund." 

We  have  received  an  urgent  appeal  from  the  Committee  of  the  Derby  and 
Derbyshire  Convalescent  Home,  Matlock,  for  assistance  to  meeti  the  extra 
cost  occasioned  by  the  provision  made  for  convalescent  soldiers,  and  we 
recommend  a  grant  of  £5. 

Eleven  societies  have  joined  the  "  fund  ''  during  the  year,  and  one  lapsed, 
viz.,  Scunthorpe,  on  being  transferred  to  another  section,  making  the  present 
total  96.     We  appeal  to  those  societies  not  yet  affiliated  to  become  members. 
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and  thus  give  a  helping  hand  to  co-operators  or  their  families  after  a  period 
of  sickness,  oftentimes  of  long  duration. 

Grants  have  been  made  to  335  applicants  from  49  societies,  made  up  as 
follows  : — 172  men,  155  women,  and  8  children.  There  were  two  cases  of 
nine  weelcs  each ;  ten  of  six  weeks ;  three  of  five  weeks ;  and  nine  of  four 
weeks,  the  total  number  of  weeks  being  1,019,  or  an  average  of  three  weeka 
each  case. 

Subscriptions  amount  to  £1,387.  Os.  7d.,  being  an  increase  of 
£148.  13s.  7d.,  and  the  contributions  of  convalescents  or  their  friends 
£51.  18s.  Id.,  being  a  decrease  of  £14.  9s.  5d.  when  compared  with  1916. 
The  amount  expended;  in  grants  was  £849.  12s.  lid.,  less  £14.  12s.  7d. 
returned,  leaving  the  net  grant  £835.  Os.  4d.,  an  increase  of  £242.  Os.  7d. 

We  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Derby  Society  for  providing 
a  room  for  our  monthly  and  annual  meetings;  also  for  their  hospitality. 

We  also  wish  to  tender  our  thanks  to  the  secretaries  of  societies  who, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  they  have  to  contend  with  through  shortage 
of  staff,  have  been  prompt  in  sending  on  particulars  of  cases,  which  is  most 
important  in  view  of  the  reduced  postal  service,  and  tends  to  avoid  delay 
in  obtaining  admission  for  our  patients  in  the  various  homes. 

We  regret  that,  owing  to  their  other  engagements,  Messrs.  J.  Butcher 
and  W.  Millerchip  are  not  seeking  re-election  on  the  committee,  and  we  wish 
to  thank  them  for  services  rendered  since  the  formation  of  the  "  fund." 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  once  again  express  our  hope  that  ere  our  next 
report  is  published  this  terrible  world-war  will  be  ended  and  peace  reign 
again,  when  we  are  satisfied  that  the  benefits  of  the  Midland  Co-operative 
Convalescent  Fund  will  be  further  extended  and  appreciated. 

Geo.  Woodhouse,  Chairman. 
Cha.s.   a.   W.   Saxton,   Secretary. 


REPORTS    OF   THE    DISTRICT   ASSOCIATIONS. 

No.    1. — NOHTHAMPTON   AND   EaHLS   BaRTON. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Frisby,  Long  Buckby. 


J.  C.  Cooper,  Earls  Barton. 
T.  E.  Barnes,  Daventry. 


Mr.  W.  Rogers  (chairmau),Northampton. 
„    G.  T.  James  (secretary),  Moulton. 
„    C.  Richardson,  Northampton. 
„    W.  niello ws,  Harpole. 

In  submitting  to  you  our  annual  report,  we  lament  the  fact  that  the 
nations  are  still  at  war,  instead  of  dwelling  together  inl  unity  and  peace. 
There  has  been  good  propaganda  work  done,  and  some  societies  have  rationed 
their  members  in  several  articles,  supplies  still  being  difficult  to  procvure. 
Members  of  the  Executive  have  given  addresses  at  special  members'  meetings. 
A  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has  been  established  and  a  graded  scale  drafted, 
to  be  submitted  to  societies  and  the  A.U.C.E.     Active  Parliamentary  action 
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has  been  taken  in  the  district  and  the  councils  formed;  also  district  councils 
arranged,  ready  for  taking  action  when  a  candidate  is  adopted.  The  district 
conferences  have  been  well  attended ;  a  united  one  with  the  Kettering  and 
Wellingborough  district  was  held,  the  subject  discussed  being  the  "Housing 
Problem,"  introduced  by  Mr.  W.  Ballard,  C.C.  (manager  of  the  local  society). 
The  Managers'  Association  is  still  "carrying  on."  Several  meetings  of  the 
association  have  been  held  during  the  year  at  the  C.W.S.  Depot  at  Northamp- 
ton. On  Thuii'sday,  4th  October,  1917,  a  largely  attended  meeting  was  held 
by  the  members  of  the  Northampton  Society,  to  register  their  protest  against 
the  action  of  the  Town  Council  in  refusing  the  local  society  direct  representa- 
tion on  the  Food  Control  Committee.  The  chairman  of  the  District  Executive 
(Mr.  W.  Rogers),  who  is  also  president  of  the  society,  gave  a  forceful  address. 
The  rural  societies  have  some  representatives  on  these  committees. 

The  Northampton  Society  is  fully  alive  to  the  need  of  securing  land,  and 
it  has  purchased  two  farms  over  270  acres.  The  Men's  and  Women's  Guilds 
have  been  actively  engaged,  and  the  Choral  Society  has  done  some  useful 
work  in  helping  with  musical  items  at  the  meetings. 

The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Depot  is  still  progressing,  and  shows 
an  increase  on  the  December  half  year  of  £77.695,  or  i4"6  per  cent,  and  is 
now  doing  a  trade  of  £22,000  per  week. 

The  conference  held  at  Daventry  on  14th  July,  1917,  considered  the 
subject  of  "  Excess  Profits  Duty."  The  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Finneymere. 
and  Mr.  E.  Browning  presided.  At  this  meeting  the  District  Executive  were 
elected. 

The  Long  Buckby  Society  has  purchased  another  small  farm,  consisting 
of  166  acres,  for  £7,500,  making  270  acres  of  land  now  fanned  by  the  society. 
The  Cinema  run  by  the  society  still  continues  to  flourish. 

The  Harpole  Society  point  out  in  their  January  report  that  the  members 
have  lost  twopence  in  the  £  by  the  war  tax,  but  have  lost  one  shilling  and 
fourpence  by  dealing  outside. 

The  rural  societies,  which  are  small,  have  all  been  communicated  with. 
some  having  been  visited  and  good  meetings  held.  They  are  carrying  on 
under  difficulties  of  transport,  losses  in  their  staffs,  and  inadequate  supplies 
for  members.  On  the  whole,  the  district  has  never  had  such  an  active  year 
of  work. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 :- 


Receipts. 
To  cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1916  . . . 
„  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union 
„  Subscriptions  from  Societies  . . 

£   s. 
.     0    3 
.   16    0 
.     4  17 

d. 
5 

81 
6 

Audited— 

Geoege  Faulkner, 

£21    1 

7i 

Expenditure. 
By  Attendances  Executive  Meetings 
,1  ,,  District  Conferences,  &o. 
,,  II  Sectional  Conferences  . . 
,,  General  Printing  and  Stationery  . 
,,  Postages 


£    s. 


3    4  1 

7    4  0 

1    1  li 

17  3 

0  14  4 

Congress  Expenses 4  17  6 

Hours  and  Wages  Board  Expen'^es    2  10  10 
Balance    in    hand  of    Treasurer 

3lst  Dec,  1917 0    2  6 


^21    1    7A 
G.  T.  James,  Secretary. 
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No.  2. — Kettering  and  Wellingborough. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  P.  Miller  (president),  Baunds. 
,,    A.  J.  Foulds  (secretary),  Kettering. 
,,    C.  Stokes,  Burton  Latimer. 
„    G.  Marlow,  Desborough. 


Mr.  H.  Clayson,  Wellingboro*. 
„  C.  Coe,  Rothwell. 
„    W.  J.  Cure,  Rushden. 
„    J.  Langley,  Kettering. 


The  work  of  this  association  for  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  increased 
activity,  and,  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  put  forth,  we  hope  will  be  productive 
of  much  good. 

We  have  held  four  ordinary  committee  meetings  and  four  district  con- 
ferences ;  three  special  conferences  on  the  subject  of  a  pure  milk  supply, 
and  one  committee  meeting.  While  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  Parlia- 
mentary representation,  we  have  held  two  committee  meetings,  two  special 
conferences,  and  two  meetings  with  the  East  Northants  Labout  Party,  making 
a  total  of  18  committee  meetings  and  conferences. 

The  Executive  meetings  have  been  held  at  the  invitation  of  the  following 
societies  : — Thrapston  Industrial,  Raunds,  Kettering  Clothiers,  and  Higham 
Ferrers.  We  feel  sure  that  these  oppoi'tunities  for  meeting  the  committees 
of  the  various  societies  in  the  district  will  be  productive  of  much  good  to  the 
committee  in  cari-ying  on  the  work  of  the  District  Association,  as  it  enables 
them  to  get  a  much  better  idea  of  what  societies  are  doing  and  the  difficulties 
they  are  having  to  contend  with. 

The  first  conference  was  an  invited  one  with  the  Northampton  and  Earla 
Barton  District,  and  was  held  at  Northampton  on  Satui'day,  27th  January, 
1917,  when  Mr.  W.  Rogers  (Northampton)  opened  a  discussion  on  "  Social  and 
Economic  Problems  confronting  Co-operators." 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Rothwell  on  Saturday,  28th  April,  when 
a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  C.  Coe  (Rothwell),  subject,  "  Co-operative  Employee  : 
His  Place  in  the  Co-operative  Offensive." 

The  third  conference  was  held  at  Kettering,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Union  Boot  Society,  to  celebrate  their  coming-of-age,  and  was  held  in  the 
Wesleyan  Schoolroom  on  Satui'day,  14th  July,  when  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening 
(London)  gave  an  address  on  "  Co-operation,  the  Speediest  Means  of  Uplifting 
Labour."  At  this  conference  the  Executive  was  instructed  to  call  a  special 
conference  as  early  as  possible  to  consider  the  question  of  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentation as  recommended  by  the  Swansea  Congress. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Desborough  on  Saturday,  13th  October, 
when  the  President  (Mr.  G.  Marlow),  in  giving  the  delegates  a  coi'dial 
welcome,  referred  to  the  fact  that  their  society  now  owned  3,500  acres  of  land, 
and  out  of  that  they  were  farming  600  acres  and  the  result  had  been  a  gi-eat 
success.  They  had  22  horses,  101  beasts,  336  sheep,  284  head  of  poultry. 
They  had  provided  641  plots  for  allotments,  varying  from  20  poles  to  one  acre. 

They  had  erected  60  houses  and  advanced  money  to  62  members  to  build 
their  own.    A  splendid  example  of  what  co-operation  can  accomplish  in  getting 
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at  the  source  of  supplies.  Mr.  Howard  Marlow  (son  of  Mr.  J.  Marlow), 
manager  of  the  Desborough  Society,  and  prospective  candidate  for  co-operative 
Parliamentary  honours,  was  the  speaker,  and  his  subject  was  "  Co-operation 
and  Political  Action  and  the  New  Democracy."  A  most  instructive  address,  and 
one  calculated  to  inspire  hope  and  confidence  in  the  new  departure  co-operators 
had  decided  to  take  by  the  decision  of  the  Swansea  Congress. 

With  a  view  of  stimulating  interest  in  a  pure  milk  supply  for  the  district, 
a  special  conference  was  held  at  Wellingborough  on  Saturday,  24th  March, 
when  this  question  was  introduced  by  Mr.  S.  Booth  (Wellingborough),  and  a 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted — "  That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting, 
the  time  had  arrived  when  steps  should  be  taken  to  organise  the  milk  supply 
of  the  district." 

A  fui-ther  meeting  was  lield  at  Kettering  on  Saturday,  21st  April,  when 
delegates  attended  from  thirteen  societies  in  the  district,  and  it  was  decided 
that  a  circular  be  sent  to  all  societies  in  the  district  asking  them  if  they  would 
be  prepai-ed  to  start  in  the  milk  business.  An  executive  committee  was 
appointed,  and  at  a  meeting  held  at  Kettering  on  9th  May  it  was  decided 
to  hold  a  united  conference  with  Northampton  and  Earls  Barton  District,  and 
that  Mr.  Jackson  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Agricultural  Department) 
be  asked  to  attend. 

This  conference  was  held  at  Wellington  on  Satui-day,  19th  May,  when 
Mr.  Jackson  attended  and  pointed  out  some  of  the  difficulties  connected  with 
the  milk  trade  that  would  have  to  be  met ;  also  the  great  need  for  societies  to 
make  an  effort  to  produce  their  own  milk.  At  the  same  time,  he  said  the 
Co-operative  Wholeale  Society  would  be  prepared  to  give  societies  all  the 
assistance  possible. 

Re  Parliamentary  Eepresentation. — At  th*  conference  held  at  Kettering 
on  Saturday,  14th  July,  a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  asking  the 
Executive  to  convene  a  conference  at  an  early  date  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering the  question  of  Parliamentary  representation  in  the  district.  That 
conference  was  held  at  Wellingborough  on  Saturday,  18th  August,  when  Mr. 
W.  Ballard  (Kettering)  read  a  paper  on  "Parliamentary  Action  and  the 
Alteration  of  Seats  in  the  Division  as  affected  by  the  New  Distribution  Bill." 
The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : — "That  this  meeting  of 
the  Kettering  and  Wellingborough  District  Co-operative  Association  pledges 
itself  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  carry  out  the  Swansea  Congress  resolution  ?e 
Parliamentary  action."  Mr.  J.  Marlow  (Desborough)  felt  that  the  previous 
resolution  did  not  go  far  enough,  and  submitted  the  following  : — "  That  this 
conference  of  delegates,  representing  the  co-operative  societies  of  the  district, 
authorises  the  district  committee  to  meet  delegates  of  trade  unions  and 
Labour  associations  to  discuss  ways  and  means  of  ensuring  the  adequate 
representation  of  co-operative  opinion  on  national  and  local  administrative 
bodies,  and  empowers  them  to  draft  negotiations  with  a  view  to  joint  activity, 
believing  such  action  will  result  in  the  common  benefit  of  the  worker."  This 
resolution  on  being  put  to  the  meeting  was  carried,  and  it  was  decided  to  add 
six  additional  names  to  the  district  committee  for  that  purpose. 


394 


Reports  of  Midland  Section  and  Districts. 


A  letter  was  received  from  the  East  Northants.  Labour  Party  asking  for 
a  meeting  of  the  two  btxlies  re  political  action.  The  secretary  was  instructed 
to  arrange  for  a  meeting.  It  was  also  decided  that  a  circular  be  sent  to  all 
the  societies  in  the  district  asking  them  to  convene  a  meeting  of  members  to 
consider  the  Congress  lesolution  re  Parliamentary  action,  and  to  report  at  nn 
early  date. 

The  joint  meeting  with  the  East  Northants.  Labour  Party  was  held  at 
Wellingborough,  on  Saturday,  15th  September.  The  meeting  was  occupied'  in 
clearing  away  misconceptions  and  paving  the  way  for  future  joint  activity 
after  the  special  conference  had  been  held  in  London.  Replies  received  from 
societies  to  the  circular  sent  out,  when  the  meetings  had  been  held,  were  con- 
sidered very  satisfactory. 

A  further  meeting  with  the  East  Northants.  Labour  Party  was  held  at 
Wellingborough  on  Saturday,  20th  October,  and  an  understanding  was  aiiived 
at  with  reference  to  the  two  divisions  co-operating  to  support  Labour  in  the 
Wellingborough  Division  on  condition  that  the  same  be  promised  to  co-operatora 
in  the  Kettering  Division  by  the  Labour  Party. 

A  special  conference  was  held  at  Wellingborough  on  Saturday,  10th 
November,  when  reports  of  the  London  conference  were  given  by  Mr.  L. 
Booth,  also  report  of  the  meetings  with  the  Northants^  Labour  Party,  when 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  : — "That  this  conference 
heartily  approves  of  the  scheme  adopted  by  the  London  conference  for 
securing  direct  representation  of  co-operators  in  Parliament  on  all  local 
governing  bodies,  and  pledges  itself  to  use  every  endeavour  to  make  the 
scheme  a  success ;  and  that  this  conference  recommends  that  local  councils  be 
formed  in  the  two  divisions  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolution  into  effect;  also 
that  the  name  of  JNIr.  H.  Marlow  (Oldham)  be  submitted  as  a  suitable  candi- 
date to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  Parliamentary  candidates  of  the  Co-operative 
Union."  Councils  have  been  formed  in  the  two  divisions  and  good  propa- 
ganda work  is  being  organised. 

We  trust  that  this  record  of  a  busy  year  will  be  productive  of  much  good 
to  the  movement. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  Jan.,  1917 25  16  llj 

,,  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union..  26  15  11 
,,  Subscrijjtions  from  Societies  ....  13    1    0    ■ 
,,  Saleof  Conference  Paper  (Mr.  Coe)   2  19    5    i 
,,  Bank  Interest   0  12    0   ' 


Audited- 


C.  Stokes. 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Attendances-Executive  Meetings    8    6  10 
,,        District  Conferences. .  15  IG    3 
,,         Sectional  Conferences    0  16 
General  Printing  and  Stationery..  13    2 

Postages 1  16 

Secretary's  Salary    2    0 

Scrutineer's  Expenses  0    5 

Delegate  to  Congress 5    0 

Delegate  to  London  Conference. .    2    9 

International  Alliance  0  16 

Balance  in  hand   of   Treasurer, 
1st  Jan.,  1918   18  17 


3i 


£69    5    Si' 


£69    5 
A.   J.   FouLDS,   Secretary. 
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No.  3. — Leicester. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  H.  Clark  (chairman),  Leicester. 
,,    W.  E.  Pepper   (secretary). 
„   A.    Smith,   Mountaorrel. 
,,    T.    Wilford,     Anchor      Education 

Committee. 
,,    S.  J.  Mellor,   Leicester  Education 

Committee. 
„    H.  Cramphorn,  Self-Help  Boot  Soc. 
„    C.  W.  Brown,  Coalville. 
„    W.  Everard,  Glenfield. 
„    J.  Abbott,  Gt.  Wigston. 
,,    C.  Petty,  Anchor  Boot  Society. 
„    J.  Timson,  Sperope  Boot  Soc. 
„    E.  Marston,  Croft. 
„    S.  Drinkwater,  Leicester  Printers. 


Mr.  H.  Elliott,  Gt.  Wigston. 

„    S.  Kemp,  Leicester. 

„    J.  Hunt,  Huncote. 

„    F.  Gilbert,  Wigston  Hosiers, 

„    W.  W.  Hill,  Barwell. 

„    S.    H.    Whiley,     Leicester     Small 
Holders. 

„    J.  Gillett,  Groby. 
Mrs.   Widdowson,    Leicester   Women's 

Guild. 
Mr.  H.  Biggs,  Enderby. 

,,    C.  Grimes,  Hinckley. 

„    J.  Jordan,  Barwell. 

„    T.  0.  Unwin,  Shepshed. 


In  presenting  the  annual  repoort  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1917, 
our  first  duty  is  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  loss  we  have  sustained  by  the 
death  of  our  old  and  respected  friend,  Mr.  H.  Clark,  who  has  held  the  office 
of  president  of  the  District  Association  for  the  past  24  years,  having  been 
elected  to  the  office  at  a  conference  held  at  Coalville  on  7th  April,  1894. 
A  keen  co-operator,  with  a  strong  personality,  combined  with  tact,  good 
judgment,  and  a  cheery  optimism,  he  was  a  source  of  strength  and  inspiration 
to  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him  in  the  movement  he  loved  so  dearly,  and 
his  loss  will  be  keenly  felt  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

During  the  year  four  conferences  and  two  committee  meetings  have  been 
heM; 

The  first  conference  was  a  joint*  one  with  the  Coventry  district  at  Lock- 
hurst  Lane  on  Saturday,  24th  February,  when  Mr.  W.  E.  Wood  read  a  paper 
entitled  "  A  Consideration  of  Future  Aspects,''  which  brought  out  a  good 
discussion  and  provided  food  for  thought  for  the  future. 

The  second  was  held  at  Burbage  on  28th  April,  when  Mr.  H.  Elliott  read 
Mr.  F.  Hall's  paper  on  "  Increasing  Membership  and  Trade,"  a  good  case 
being  made  out  for  more  loyalty  to  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  third  was  held  on  the  premises  of  the  Equity  Boot  Society  on  21st 
July,  a  splendid  discussion  being  provided  by  a  report  of  the  Swansea 
Congress,  given  by  Mr.  H.  Elliott  (the  association's  delegate).  This  being 
our  annual  meeting,  the  report  and  balance  sheet  wa^  adopted,  and  the  officers 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  fourth  was  held  at  Great  Wigton  on  13th  October,  when  Mr.  G. 
Stanton  read  a  paper  entitled  "  Co-operation  and  Reconstruction,"  showing  the 
possibilities  of  co-operation  if  we  will  only  take  advantage  of  our 
opportunities. 

Although  severely  handicapped  in  the  matter  of  obtaining  supplies, 
co-operation  in  this  district  continues  to  flourish  and  increase,  both  in  member- 
ship and  trade,   and  reports  to  hand   show   increases,   notably  at  Leicester, 
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Coalville,  Hinckley,  Great  Wigton,  Hathem,  Shepshed,  Huncote,  Baxwell,  &c. 

The  District  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has  had  a  busy  year,  thirteen 
meetings  having  been  held,  and  a  scale  of  wages  and  war  bonuses  compiled 
and  agreed  to  jointly  by  the  Board  and  the  A.U.C.E. 

During  the  year  the  productive  societies  in  the  district  have  been  working 
at  high  pressure  the  whole  time,  but  despite  this  fact  they  have  not  been 
able  to  cope  with  all  the  demands  which  have  been  made  on  them. 

The  various  education  committees  have,  as  usual,  been  busy  during  the 
year  doing  useful  work  by  holding  lectures,  classes,  concerts,  propag&nda 
meetings,  &c. 

The  Men's  and  Women's  Guilds  in  our  district  have  also  been  busy  during 
the  year,  doing  good  work  by  propagating  the  principles  and  aims  of  co- 
operation. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Eeceipts.  £    8.  d. 

To  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union..  11  15  2 

„   Subscriptions  from  Societies 15    3  6 

,,   Cash  due  to  Treasurer  1st  Jan,, 

1918 0  17  4§ 


Audited — 

A.  H.GlTTINS. 

E.  Harrott. 


d. 


Expenditure. 
By  Balance  due  to  Treasurer  1st  Jan., 

1917 

Attendances-Executive  Meetings 

,,  District  Conferences 

General  Printing  and  Stationery. . 

-  0 

Secretary's  Salary   2    0    0 

Congress  Delegate, Expenses. . ..    4  13  10 
Auditors 0    5    0 


0  6 
8  13 
8  4 
6  19 

1  13 


£21  16    OJ 


£27  16    OJ 
W.   E.    Pepper,   Secretary. 


No.  4. — Coventry. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  E.  Hilton  (chairman),  Lockhurst 
Lane. 
„    James  Clay  (secretary),  Coventry. 
,,    J.  Carter,  Rugby. 
„    W.  H.  Dexter,  Rugby. 


Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Nuneaton. 
,,    A.  Gopsill,  Nuneaton. 
,,    W.  H.  Cowley,  Lockhurst  Lane. 
,,    W.  H.  Clarke,  Atherstone. 
„    W.  E.  Wood,  Coventry. 


The  work  of  the  year  1917  has  been  much  on  the  usual  lines,  though 
hampered  in  many  ways  by  the  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time. 

There  have  been  conferences  held  as  follows  : — (1)  Annual  meeting  at 
Nuneaton,  23rd  June,  at  which  the  officers  were  elected,  and  at  which  Mr. 
F.  Hardman  (Rugby)  read  hie  paper  on  "  The  Co-operator  and  the  Trade- 
unionist."  (2)  Conference  at  Atherstone  on  25th  August,  when  Mr.  J.  H. 
Harris  (Coventry)  read  his  paper  on  "Co-operators  and  the  Land";  and 
the  joint  conference  with  Leicester  District  at  Hinckley  on  16th  February, 
when  Mr.  Millerchip  introduced  the  subject  of  the  "Co-operative  National 
Policy."  In  addition,  a  visit  was  paid  by  the  Executive  to  Long  Itchington 
on  1st  September,  and  a  crowded  public  meeting  was  addressed  by  Mr.  W.  E. 
Wood  (Coventry  Executive).  This  was  a  highly  successful  meeting  in  every 
respect. 
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The  executive  have  held  four  meetings,  apart  from  the  above,  during 
the  year. 

Reports  from  societies  show  that  in  spite  of  adverse  conditions,  owing 
to  war  influences,  very  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  membership  and 
trade. 

Rugby  Society  has  increased  its  trade  by  over  £36,000,  and  its  membership 
stands  now  at  8,129,  while  in  some  of  its  ventures  it  has  been  very  successful. 
Lockhurst  Lane  Society  has  progressed  well.     The  membership  is  now 
3,700,  and  the  sales  have  been  £113,000  for  the  year. 

Atherstone  has  kept  up  its  trade  and  membership,  although  suffering  very 
badly  from  food  shortage.  It  has,  however,  stood  the  test  well,  which  it 
ascribes  mainly  to  its  loyalty  to  the  Co-opea-ative  Wholesale  Society,  especially 
as  regards  several  items  in  its  food  supply. 

Nuneaton  Society,  like  most  societies  in  or  near  munition  areas,  has  had 
very  strenuous  times,  and  has  had  to  suffer  from  outside  and  unfair  competi- 
tion, but  ha^  every  reason  to  be  hopeful  that  under  a  properly  systematised 
distribution  of  foodstuffs  it  will  readily  recover  any  lost  ground.  Its  member- 
ship and  trade  have  maintained  their  high  level,  and  will  do  so. 

Coventry  has,  like  Nuneaton,  been  sorely  tried  as  regards  catering  for  its 
membership,  and  the  food  problem  has  not  helped  it  to  make  the  progress  it 
otherwise  would  have  done. 

We  are  pleased  to  record  that,  notwithstanding  many  difficulties,  it  has 
been  found  possible  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  Warwick  and  Coventry 
societies  to  become  an  accomplished  fact,  thereby  strengthening  co-operation 
in  Warwick  without  affecting  the  standing  of  the  larger  society  in  any  way. 
Warwick  was  taken  over  at  the  end  of  the  year  at  20s.  in  the  £,  and  promises 
to  prove  a  useful  section  of  the  joint  society. 

Trade  and  membership  have  increased,  although  the  problem  of  equitable 
distribution  to  all  members  still  remains  unsolved  in  this  particular  area. 
Taking  this  district  as  a  whole,  co-operation  has  had  this  year  of  1917 
a  severe  testing  time,  and  has  'been  brought  into  actual  conflict  with  the 
multiple  shop  system,  and  has  not  by  any  means  escaped  unhurt.  The  lesson 
has|  'been  driven  home  that,  failing  State  control  of  the  means  and  sources 
of  supply,  it  becomes  imperative  that  co-operation  should  arm  itself  for 
further  conflict  at  the  earliest  opportunity  by  extending  its  function  of 
distribution  to  the  acquisition  of  the  raw  materials,  failing  a  control  of  which 
it  can  never  absolutely  rely  upon  an  adequate  supply  for  its  members  in  time 
of  national  crisis  like  the  present.  The  imperative  necessity  of  the  co-operative 
membership  being  treated  on  an  equitable  basis,  whatever  the  supply,  has 
militated  seriously  in  its  competition  with  the  trader  whose  power  of  dis- 
crimination is  vested  entirely  in  himself,  and  against  whom  no  charge  of 
unfair  distribution  can  be  made  good. 

We  are  hoping  that  these  things  will  soon  be  remedied,  when  progress 
will  once  more  be  made  in  an  increasing  rate  as  the  months  and  years  pass. 

Most  of  the  societies  in  the  district  have  taken  up  whole-heartedly  the 
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matter  of  representation  in  Parliament  and  on  public  bodies.  Committees 
have  been  appointed  in  Coventry,  Nuneaton,  Rugby,  and  Lockhurst  Lane 
areas,  and  these  are  working  severally  and  in  conjunction  for  the  furtherance 
of  the  objects  aimed  at.  Funds  for  the  purpose  have  been  allocated  by  the 
various  societies,  and  the  activities  of  the  committee  will  be  showing  results 
in  an  appreciably  short  time. 

The  Women's  Guilds  and  Educational  Committees  are  working  under  bad 
conditions,  but  fine, work  is  being  done  by  them  throughout  the  district. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.                         £    s.  d.                           Expenditure.  &    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  31st  December,  1916    1  19    1      By  Attendances-Executive  Meetings  8    5  5 

Grant  from  Co-operative  Union. .  18    4  11        ,,           „           District  Conferences.  7  16  6 

Subscriptions  from  Societies  ....  19  13    0        ,,  Deputations  to  Societies  2    0  0 

„  General  Printing  and  Stationery..  10    5  4 

„  Postages 0  17  6 

,,  Secretary's  Salary  2    2  0 

,,  Propaganda    Meeting   at   Long 

Itchington 311  0 

„  Auditors'  Fees 0    5  0 

„  Delegate  to  Congress 4    0  0 

,,  Balance   in  hand  of   Treasurer, 

Ist  January,  1918    0  15  3 


Audited  - 


Ernest  Hilton. 
Wlliam  E.  Wood. 


£39  17    0 


£89  17    0 
James   Clay,   Secretary. 


No.  5. — Birmingham. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Frank  H.  Bruff  (hon.  secretary), 
42,  Hill  Street,  Birmingham. 

„  F.  Cornforth,  Birmingham  Indus- 
trial. 

„    A.  W.  Critchley,  Soho. 

,,    J.  Dunkley,  Worcester. 


Mr.  A.  Johnson,  Dudley. 
H.  G.  Mander,  Alcester. 
Wm.  Shutt,  Kidderminster 
J.  Simpson,  Planet. 
W.  Summers,  Ten  Acres. 
H.  Wilson,  Mid.  Woodworkers, 


The  year  1917  has  undoubtedly  been  one  of  the  n»ost  trying  periods  ever 
experienced  by  our  movement,  and  officials  and  management  committeee  have 
been  sorely  tried  in  their  endeavour  to  supply  the  demands  of  members.  An 
enormous  amomat  of  work  has  been  effected  in  order  that,  as  far  as  possible, 
all  members  should  receive  a  fair  shai-e  of  the  limited  supplies,  and  those 
societies  that  acted  early  and  promptly  have  at  any  rate  succeeded  in  securing 
something  like  equity  in  this  direction,  despite  insane  prosecutions  as  a  reward 
for  their  endeavours  to  stop  food  hoarding.  Dividends  have  come  down  all 
round,  but  generally  the  members  have  remained  very  loyal. 

Quite  the  most  important  event  of  the  year  has  been  the  adoption  by  the 
movement  of  the  direct  representation  policy,  and  the  Birmingham  district 
is  well  to  the  fore  in  getting  local  councils  in  going  order  and  preparing  for 
the  battle  of  the  future. 

The  beautiful  new  premises  of  the  Birmingham  Society  have  proved  an 
unqualified  success,  as  much  as  £1,200  being  taken  in  one  day  in  the  drapery 
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department  alone;  while  the  cafe,  large  as  it  is,  has  proved  altogether 
inadequate  for  the  accommodation  of  all  its  would-be  patrons. 

The  Worcester  Society  has  purchased  two  small  farms,  comprising  in  all 
248  acres,  with  the  usual  farm  buildings,  situated  at  Kempsey,  in  the  midst 
of  beautiful  pastoral  country.  All  will  wish  the  society  well  in  its  enterprise. 
Surely  the  war  has  taught  us  that  the  people  must  control  the  sources  of 
supply.  We  record  Worcester's  attempt  to  "  do  their  bit "  to  aid  in  this 
direction. 

The  two  Birmingham  productive  societies  are  both  doing  well.  The 
Midland  Woodworkers  have,  through  the  excellence  of  their  work  in  office 
appliances,  &c.,  secured  many  Government  orders,  as  well  as  contracts  from 
controlled  firms;  while  the  Birmingham  Printers  continue  their  usual  progress 
and  usefulness. 

There  is  hardly  need  to  make  special  mention  of  other  individual  societies. 
All  are  doing  their  best  in  these  critical  timee,  and  the  movement  must  emerge 
with  clean  hands  and  strong  heart  when  the  war  is  over  and  the  fight  for 
the  emancipation  of  all  the  people  begins  anew. 

In  consequence  of  the  difficulties  of  transport,  it  was  decided  to  hold  only 
two  general  conferences  during  the  year,  but  to  make  them  of  a  specially 
attractive  and  useful  character.  The  first  was  held  at  Stirchley,  on  17th 
March,  when  Professor  A.  W.  Kirkaldy  (Birmingham  University)  delivered 
an  address  on  "The  Reconstruction  of  Society  after  the  War."  The 
address  was  full  of  thoughtful  and  suggestive  ideas.  A  good  but  neces- 
sarily short  discussion  followed,  and  the  conference,  which  was  attended  by 
150  delegates,  was  declared  a  great  success. 

The  second  special  conference  was  held  in  the  new  premises  of  the  Birming- 
ham Society,  on  17th  November,  1917,  when  the  Rev.  Arnold  Pinchard  gave  an 
address  on  "The  Opportunity  and  Responsibility  of  Democracy" — a,  subject 
arranged  for  in  view  of  our  entry  into  the  political  arena — and,  as  usual,  Mr. 
Pinchard  gave  us  a  most  helpful  and  inspiring  address,  and  which  was  con- 
sidered by  the  editor  of  the  Millgate  Monthly  worthy  of  reproduction  in  the 
January  (1918)  issue  of  that  magazine.  Some  200  delegates  attended  this 
special  conference. 

In  addition  to  these  special  conferences,  a  conference  of  general  com- 
mittees only  was  called  at  Kidderminster  on  21st  July,  for  the  purpose  of 
preparing  the  societies  for  work  in  connection  with  our  new  political  scheme. 
The  discussion  was  opened  by  the  district  secretary  (Mr.  Frank  H.  Bruff), 
and  a  most  useful  debate  resulted,  which  has  proved  very  valuable  in 
accentuating  the  need  for  immediate  action  in  connection  with  our  political 
propaganda. 

Two  amalgamations,  not  completed  at  the  close  of  the  year,  but  both  well 
towards  completion,  are  to  be  recorded.  The  first  is  the  taking  over  of  the 
Planet  Assurance  Society  by  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society,  and  the 
second  the  amalgamation  of  the  Warwick  Society  with  Coventry.  Although 
our  district  loses  two  societies,  we  are  at  any  rate  delighted  to  know  that  our 
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Warwick  brethren  will  now  work  under  the  strong  wing  of  the  Coventry 
Society,  and  we  heartily  thank  the  latter  for  their  action  in  this  matter. 

The  new  year  sees  us  faced  with  many  difficulties;  but,  strong  in  both 
hope  and  determination,  we  shall  still  march  forward  to  achieve  our  great 
aim — "  Co-operation  for  all  the  people." 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 


Receipts. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  Ist  January,  1917. 
,,   Grant  from  Co-operative  Union. 
.,   Subscriptions  from  Societies  . . . 


Audited — 

Joseph  Milmnoton. 


£    s. 
10  19 

15  3 

16  10 


£42  12    4 


Expenditure.  £  s. 

By  Attendances-Executive  Meetings  8    4 

„            „             District  Conferences  7  15 

,,            „            Sectional  Conferences  0 

,,   General  Printing  and  Stationery .  6  3 

,,   Postages 1  5 

,,   Secretary's  Salary 2  0 

,,   Special  Speaker's  Expenses- 
Conference   Ill 

,,  Congress  Delegate 3  13 

,,  London  Conference  Delegate    . .  8  7 
,,  Balance  in  hand  of    Secretary, 

1st  January,  1918  8  4 


d- 
.2 
8 
8  0 
6 
0 
0 

0 
3 
6 


Frank  H.  Bruff,  Hon    Secretary. 


No.  6. — Stafford. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  A.  Fulwood,  Wolverhampton. 
„    A.  Campbell,  Rugeley. 
„    G.  Powis,  Cannock. 
„    A.  Fidkin,  Burton-on-Trent. 


Mr.   Horace   Hilliard   (chairman*, 

Walsall. 
„    Henry  Sanders  (secretary). 
„    Joseph  Clewlow,  Stafford. 
„    W.  J.  Harris,  Wednesbury. 

We  have  to  repoirt  that  four  conferences  and  five  committee  meetings  have 
been  held  during  the  year.  The  first  conference  was  held  at  Tamworth  on 
Saturday,  21st  April,  at  which  the  district  secretary  (H.  San-ders)  read  a 
paper  entitled  "Co-operation  and  Agriculture."  After  a  good  discussion  of 
the  subject,  a  committee  was  formed,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each 
society,  to  consider  the  question  of  co-operative  farming  on  a  federal  basis. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Cannock  on  Saturday,  14th  July,  when 
Mr.  J.  A.  Higson,  B.A.  (Cannock  Committee),  read  his  paper  entitled  "  Some 
of  the  Weaknesses  in  the  Co-operative  Movement,''  in  which  he  said  he  would 
like  to  see  a  co-operative  daily  paper  in  addition  to  a  weekly  paper  .'n 
circulation  in  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  third  conference  was  at  Stafford  on  Saturday,  29th  December,  1917,  a 
special  invitation  being  given  to  the  presidents,  secretaries,  and  managers  to 
attend.  The  subject  for  discussion  was  "Shortage  of  Supplies:  Cause  and 
Remedy,"  introduced  by  the  district  secretary  (Mr.  H.  Sanders).  A  very 
good  discussion,  brimful  of  valuable  information. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Wolverhampton  on  Saturday,  12th 
January,  1918,  the  subject  for  discussion  being  "Direct  Representation  in 
Parliament  and  on  other  Public  Bodies,"   introduced  to  the  conference  by 
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Mr.  S.  Butler  (Midland  and  Sectional  Boaxd).  Invitations  were  extended  to 
all  Labour  lodges  in  and  around  Wolverhampton  to  be  represented. 

We  have  to  report  that  the  societies  in  the  Lichfield  Division  of  Stafford- 
shire, viz.,  Cannock,  Walsall,  Rugeley,  Burton-on-Trent,  and  Tam worth,  have 
formed  themselves  into  a  political  co-operative  alliance,  with  the  object  of 
securing  a  candidate  to  contest  tlie  Lichfield  Division  in  the  Co-operative 
and  Labour  interest,  and  some  very  successful  meetings  have  been  held.  The 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  federal  farming  have  had 
several  meetings,  with  the  net  result  up  to  the  present  that  three  farms  at 
Shent-on  Court,  near  Lichfield,  have  been  purchased,  consisting  of  402  acres, 
to  be  the  joint  property  of  the  Walsall  and  Cannock  societies. 

Tamworth  Society  has  purchased  the  Hogshill  Farm,  of  434^  acres,  for 
the  sum  of  £9,000;  it  now  owns  660  acres  in  addition  and  rents  a  farm 
of  192  acres,  making  a  total  of  852  acres.  This  year  it  has  a  surplus  of  £747 
on  the  two  farms  it  has  been  working. 

A  meeting  to  consider  the  question  of  overlapping  was  held  at  Wednes- 
bury  on  Saturday,  30th  June,  1917,  the  following  societies  being  represented  : — 
Wednesbruy,  Soho,  Dudley,  Tipton,  Wolverhampton,  and  Walsall,  and  it 
was  resolved  that,  after  thoroughly  discussing  the  question  of  amalgamation 
and  kindred  subjects,  we  are  nnanimbusly  of  the  opinion  that  amalgamation 
WQuld  not  be  acceptable  or  in  the  interests  of  our  members  at  this  juncture, 
but  we  shall,  however,  continue  to  work  in  harmony  with  each  other  and  to 
co-ordinate  our  efforts  and  work  towards  a  federation  wherever  practicable. 

It  is  also  our  great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  Tipton,  Cannock,  and 
Stafford  societies  have  adopted  cash  trading,  and  are  doing  very  well.  Rugeley 
Society  will  commence  cash  trading  on  the  11th  March. 

A  Management  Committees'  Association  has  been  started  to  consider  the 
questions  appertaining  to  such  committees. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  :- 


Receipts. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. 
,,  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union . 
„  Subscriptions  from  Societies  . . . 


Audited — 

W.  J.  Harris. 


£    s.  d. 

14    5  4 

27    0  1 

7  12  0 


iE48  17    5 


Expenditure.  £  a.   d. 

By  Attendances  Executive  Meetings  14  17  11 
,,  District  Conferences..  11    4    7 

,,  Sectional  Conferences     10    4 

Deputations  to  Societies 0  16    6 

General  Printing  and  Stationery.    1  14    3 

Postages 1  17  11 

Hours  and  Wages  Board — 

Delegate  from  District 0  13    6 

Balance  in  hand  of   Treasurer, 

1st  January,  1918 16  12    5 


£48  17    5 
Hbnby  Sandebs,   Secretary. 
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No.  7. — Derby. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  G.  Wilson  (president),  Derby. 
„    Thos.  Leaman  (secretary),  Ripley. 
„    P.  Levick,  Derby  Printers. 
„    W.  Wyld,  Tibshelf. 
„    T.  H.  Edinborough,   Long  Eaton 
Printers. 


Mr.  S.  Page,  Ilkeston. 
„    F.  Clayton,  Coduor  Park. 
„    John  Bailey,  Long  Eaton. 
„    Thos.  Pearn,  Ripley. 
„    D.  Sharp,  Langley  Mill. 


During  the  past  year  we  have  held  four  conferences  and  two  executive 
meetings.  The  conferences  have  been  well  attended,  and  keen  interest  has 
been  taken  in  the  various  subjects  discussed,  three  of  which  the  Central  Board 
haa  particularly  requested  the  districts  to  take  up. 

The  first  was  held  at  Langley  Mill  on  the  21st  April,  1917,  when  Professor 
Hall's  paper,  "  The  Co-operative  Control  of  Raw  Materials  and  Prices, 
Increasing  Membership  and  Trade,"  was  read  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Edinborough 
(Long  Eaton  Printers).  The  discussion  on  this  all-important  subject  was 
excellent. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Tibshelf.  Mr.  W.  Wyld  (local 
society)  read  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  Pessall  (Oakengates  Society), 
"  The  Undesirableness  of  a  Time  Service  Limit  for  Committee-men."  The 
speakens  were  almost  unanimous  against  a  time  limit,  but  not  quite. 

The  third  conference  was  held  at  Long  Eaton,  when  Mr.  Langley  (Midland 
Sectional  Board)  introduced  the  subject,  "The  National  Policy  and  Pro- 
gramme." All  the  speakers  were  favourable  to  removing  all  restrictions  as 
to  share  capital,  so  that  there  may  be  a  large  increase  in  capital  for  the 
extension  of  production. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Codnor  Park  on  the  9th  February. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Jones  (Shrewsbury)  introduced  the  question  of  the  day,  "Direct 
Representation  in  Parliament  and  on  other  Public  Bodies."  In  a  very  able 
speech  the  speaker  advised  the  societies  to  get  thoroughly  well  organised, 
pointing  out  that  we  shall  find  ourselves  up  against  vested  and  all  other 
interests. 

Resulting  from  propaganda  work  done  last  year  at  Brassington,  in  the 
Peak,  we  have  received  very  encouraging  reports.  The  small  society  has 
moved  out  of  the  old  ruts,  the  wheels  are  well  oiled  and  are  now  on  the  top 
ready  for  "go  ahead."  Sales  this  year,  £3,327;  last  year  they  were  £1,351. 
Profits  for  1917,  £216 ;  last  year,  £26  only.  The  old  debts  have  been  reduced 
from  £50  to  £12,  and  are  gradually  approaching  cash  trade.  The  conunittee 
have  had  a  successful  co-operative  class  for  jimiors,  and  are  setting  aside  2^ 
per  cent  for  educational  purposes.  When  the  District  Committee  visited  the 
society  in  September,  1916,  the  membership  was  49;  it  is  now  84.  The 
committee  are  taking  far  greater  interest  in  their  work.  They  have  become 
subscribers  to  the  Midland  Convalescent  Fund,  Co-operative  Union,  and  the 
Parliamentary  Fund. 
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Lea  and  Holloway  Society  is  also  making  steady  progress,  and  the 
committee  are   taking   greater  interest   in   the   district  work. 

Tibshelf  Society  is  doing  well,  showing  good  increases  in  membership 
and  trade.  The  loyalty  of  the  members  is  very  commendable,  £1.  6s.  2d. 
per  member  per  week.  The  propaganda  side  of  the  movement  has  not  been 
neglected,  a  number  of  meetings  having  been  held,  provided  with  speakers 
on  various  subjects. 

Codnor  Park  also  shows  a  net  increase  of  100  members.  Meetings  have 
been  held  to  explain  to  members  the  desirability  of  saving  their  money  in 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  individual  deposit  scheme,  and  a  satis- 
factory response  has  been  made ;  also  meetings  of  members  have  been  held  re 
"  Direct  Representation." 

Ilkeston  committee  report  the  difficulties  they  liave  experienced  in 
obtaining  goods,  which  has  brought  them  into  conflict  with  the  local  Food 
Control  Committee.  They^  have  sent  a  protest  to  Lord  Rhondda,  have  held 
special  meetings  of  members  and  protested  against  the  actions  of  the  Control 
Committee  and  demanded  proportionate  representation  on  the  same,  and,  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  protest,  they  have  withdrawn  the  only  representative 
they  had  on  until  the  matter  is*  settled.  They  have  received  a  letter  from  Lord 
Rhondda  stating  that  a  Commissioner  will  be  sent  down  to  inquire.  In  the 
meantime,  it  is  "  Wait  and  See." 

There  is  a  large  increase  of  members  in  the  district,  but  owing  to  the 
world  shortage  of  foodstuffs,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  same,  the 
increases  in  trade  are  comparatively  small,  the  whole  situation  causing  a  great 
deal  of  anxiety  to  the  various  committees.  Most  of  the  societies  are  very 
active  in  appointing  committees  for  "  direct  representation,"  and  no  doubt 
co-operative  candidates  will  be  nominated  for  Barliamentary  and  other  bodies. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 :  — 

Receipts.  jE    s.   d.    [  Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. .     5  17    64  j  By  Attendances-Executive  Meetings    3    2    8 
,,  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union  .  12  11  11    j    ,,  ,,  District  Conferences    4  16    0 


Subscriptions  from  Societies  ....     7  11    0 


Audited — 

F.  Levick. 

G.  Wilson. 


£26    0    64 


Sectional  Conferences  14  7 

General  Printing  and  Stationery.  2  10  0 

Postages 0  19  0 

Secretary's  Salary  2    0  0 

Auditing 0    2  6 

Delegate  to  Congress 4  14  0 

Women's  Guild  fares 2    2  4 

Balance  in  hand  of   Treasurer, 

81st  December,  1917  4    9  4i 


^£26    0    5J 
T.  Leaman,  Secretary. 


No.  8. — Nottingham. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Frank  Etays  (president),  Jacksdale, 
Notts. 
„    S.  H.  Brown(secretary), Nottingham 
„    E.  Forsyth  (editor  of  Record). 
„    G.  A.  Arnold,  Southwell. 


Mr.  W.  Blood,  Ruddington. 
„    G.  Peach,  Selstcn. 
„    J.  Reeves,  Kimberley. 
„   A.  Wylds,  J. P.,  Langley  Mill. 
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The  executive  decided  early  in  ihe  year  that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  and 
expense  of  railway  travelling,  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  hold  more  than 
three  conferences  during  the  year.  The  first  of  these  took  place  at  Mansfield 
on  24th  March,  1917,  when  Mr.  Beck  (director,  local  society)  read  a  forward 
paper  on  "  The  Futui'e  of  Co-operation."  The  essayist  showed  an  excellent 
anticipation  of  the  possibilities  and  probabilities  of  the  co-operative  movement 
in  the  days  to  come,  showing  that  our  history  during  the  past  two  and  a  half 
years  of  the  great  war  is  an  augury  of  the  great  things  the  people  could  do 
for  themselves  by  getting  complete  control  of  the  sources  of  supply  and  seizing 
the  means  of  tirade  and  government. 

On  14th  July,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Codnor  Park  and  Ironville 
Co-operative  Society,  a  conference  was  held  at  Jacksdale.  Mr.  S.  Clarke 
read  a  paper  entiled  "The  Beneficial  Effects  of  Excess  Profits  Tax."  The 
benefits  the  writer  could  see  are  that  we  shall  get  a  better  understanding  of 
our  position  and  a  clarified  vision  of  the  ideals  of  the  movement.. 

The  third  conference  took  place  on  18th  October,  at  Selston,  when  Mr.  G. 
Peach  introduced  the  subject  of  "A  National  Co-operative  Policy  and  a 
National  Co-operative  Programme  for  the  Congress  Year  1917-18." 

Direct  Representation. — Towards  the  end  of  the  year  Hucknall  and 
Kirkby  Society  set  the  ball  rolling  by  calling  representatives  from  all  societies 
in  the  new  Parliamentary  division.  We  are  hoping  to  run  Mr.  Walter  Halls 
(organising  secretary  of  the  National  Union  of  Railwaymen  and  vice-chairman 
of  the  Nottingham  Co-operative  Society),  and  feel  sure  if  any  co-operator  can 
win  Broxtow  he  is  the  man. 

There  have  been  six  meetings  of  the  Executive.  Mr.  E.  Forsythe,  the 
new  editor  of  the  Record,  has  made  the  little  missive  interesting  and  profitable 
reading,  the  advertisements  have  been  remunerative,  and  the  results  financially 
satisfactory. 

It  is  gratifying  to  announce  that  there  are  fourteen  out  of  the  twenty-three 
societies  in  the  district  that  have  adopted  the  Collective  Life  scheme,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Robertshaw  (the  local  agent)  expresses  confidence  that  after  the 
war  all  the  societies  in  this  district  will  adopt  this  system^  of  assurance. 
It  is  time  we  had  a  special  call  on  societies  for  this  purpose. 

The  newly  formed  Hours  and  Wages  Board  is  doing  a  useful  work, 
having,  amongst  other  things,  arranged  a  minimum  scale  of  wages  for 
managers  and  departmental  managers  in  the  district. 

To  protect  the  societies  in  the  butchery  business,  an  institution  called  the 
East  Midland  Co-operative  Butchers'  Association,  consisting  of  a  board  of 
one  representative  from  each  society  and  a  departmental  official.  This  is 
doing  a  useful  work. 

All  the  societies  in  this  district  appear  to  be  weathering  the  storms  fairly 
well  and  maJcing  headway,  or  at  least  holding  their  own. 

The  Nottingham  Society  showed  a  profit  of  £51,273  on  its  farms,  and  has 
made  a  further  purchase  of  additional  land  and  buildings. 

The  Kirkby-in-Aahfield  Manufacturers  show  an  increase  of  trade,  £27,392, 
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and  are  opening  new  warehouse  premises  in  Stamford  Street,  Nottingham,  to 

meet  theiir  growing  trade.  ' 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.                        £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917.  .16  0 

,,  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union. .  18    4  6 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies 14    6  6 


Audited — 

Alfred  Wtld. 
H.  D.  Neatb, 


^£83  16  11 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Attendances-Executive  Meetings  11  17    4J 

„  Deputations  to  Societies   1    4    0 

„   General  Printing  and  Stationery.    2    2    4J 

,,  Postages 1    7    5 

,,  Secretary's  Salary   3    0    0 

„  Extra  Copies  Congress  Report  ..226 

,,  Association  Fares 1  14    0 

„  Women's  Guild  Fares    2    8    2i 

,,  ,,  „     Subscription.   ..110 

,,  Balance   in  hand  of    Treasurer, 

1st  January,  1918 7    0    Oi 


j£33  16  11 


S.  H.  Brown,  Secretary. 


No.  9. — Lincoln. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Wm.  Coulson  (chairman),  Lincoln. 

E.  Hart  (secretary),  Grimsby. 
J.  Burton,  Peterborough. 

F.  H.  Brumpton,  Gainsborough. 
A.  Cordiner,  Grimsby. 
A.  Henderson,  Grantham. 


Mr.  C.  Stow,  Boston. 
„    W.  Parkes,  Retford. 
„    W.  F.  Johnson,  Newark. 
„    W.  T.  Cadmore,  Spalding. 
„    D.  Mc.Innes,  Lincoln. 


We  regret  that  the  hope  expressed  in  our  last  report,  that  it  might  be 
the  last  given  under  the  shadow  of  the  war,  has  not  been  fulfilled.  The 
bright  hopes  then  held  disappeared  later,  notwithstanding  the  gallant  and 
sustained  efforts  of  our  Army  and  Navy. 

This  unfortunate  change  has  brought  us  face  to  face  with  a  shortage 
of  food,  often  feared,  but  never  seriously  contemplated,  as  otherwise  surely 
even  the  official  mind  would  have  been  stirred  into  earlier  and  more  drastic 
action  in  providing  a  national  system  of  rationing.  Instead,  it  has  been 
left  to  several  of  the  leading  co-operative  societies  to  introduce  rationing 
schemes,  foreshadowing  the  more  comprehensive  scheme  now  about  to  be 
operated  by  the  Food  Controller. 

The  difficulties  of  management  committees  and  managers  of  societies  have 
indeed  been  hard  during  the  whole  year,  but  within  the  last  few  weeks  their 
troubles  have  increased,  and  the  shortage  of  food  has  made  the  lot  of  the 
shopmen  and  assistants  an  unenviable  one.  The  one  bright  spot  in  this 
connection  has  been  the  introduction  of  the  sugar  card,  thereby  solving  the 
difficulty  of  the  distribution  of  this  commodity ;  but  also  proving  by  the 
increased  quantities  allocated  to  societies  that  the  repeated  complaints  of 
committees  that  the  former  distribution  was  not  upon  fair  lines,,  were  well 
founded,  many  members  being  unable  to  secure  even  a  portion  of  the  amount 
now  allotted.     Difficult  though  it  will  be,  the  universaJ  application  of  this 
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syssteui  will  at  any  rate  ensure  an  equal  distribution  of  the  prime  necessaries 
of  life. 

The  general  shortage  has  been  largely  responsible  for  the  continued  influx 
of  new  members,  and  the  receipts  of  societies  in  this  district  have  continued 
to  grow  in  a  manner  beyond  our  wildest  dreams,  large  increases  in  sales  ibeing 
recorded  by  all  the  societies  in  the  district.  The  disposable  balance  (not 
profits)  has,  in  most  instances,  been  on  a  lower  scale,  bringing  down  the 
dividends  materially,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  these  will  not,  in  the 
future,  reach  the  high  figures  formerly  eo  common  in  some  districts,  but 
that  it  will  become  recognised  that  a  more  moderate  return  is  the  more 
equitable  method  and  the  one  likely  to  enable  committees  to  fight  the  deter- 
mined opposition  they  are  sure  to  meet  with  after  the  war. 

Building  operations  for  extension  of  premises,  &c.,  though  doubly  needful, 
owing  to  increased  trade,  have  all  through  the  district  been  held  up,  but 
in  many  cases  land  and  buildings  have  been  acquired  in  readiness  for  the 
better  time  we  are  hoping  for  with  the  cessation  of  the  war.  Lincoln,  Peter- 
borough, and  Grantham  societies  have  each  secured  premises  in  preparation 
for  extensions,  and  Grimsby  and  Gainsborough  have  also  made  extensive 
purchases  of  property,  which  will  be  brought  into  use  as  early  as  possible, 
and  throughout  the  district  there  are  manifest  isigns  of  sound  progress. 

Good  work  has  been  done  in  the  villages,  as  far  as  the  food  shortage 
would  permit,  and  there  are  now  very  few  untouched  byi  co-operation. 

The  Educational  Committee  and  Women's  Guild  continue  their  work 
with  remarkable  devotion  to  the  movement,  and  they  are  using  the  limited 
means  at  their  disposal  in  building  up  the  social  side  of  the  movement  and 
by  creating  an  atmosphere  of  self-help  that  should  give  added  strength  in 
the  future. 

Two  executive  meetings  and  three  conferences  have  been  held  during  the 
year,  ais  under  : — 


bate. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Writer  and  Header. 

1917. 
27th  Jan. . 

Gainsbaro'  . 

The  Economic  Results  of  the 
War,  and  their  effect  upon 
the  Co-operative  Movement 

Professor  Hall. 
Paper  read  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  Paget. 

19th  May.. 

Spalding  . . . 

Co-operative     Societies    and 
Income  Tax. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Mays. 

Paper  read  by 

Mr.  J.  T.  Brown,  J.P. 

21st  Oct.  . . 

Newark  .... 

Our  National  Policy  and  Pro- 
gramme. 

Read  by 

Mr.  G.  Harris. 

The  attendance  at  each  meeting  was  very  good,  notwithstanding  the 
serious  drawback  of  decreased  railway  facilities.  The  subjects,  which  con- 
cerned the  movement  as  a  whole,  were  freely  discussed,  and  the  delegates 
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were  brought  into  direct  touch  with  and  were  found  to  be  fully  cognisant  of 
the  importance  of  the  matters  hrought  before  them,  especially  those  relating 
to  excess  profits  and  our  national  policy.  The  niomentovis  decision  of  the 
Swansea  Congress,  later  confirmed  by  the  special  Congress  in  London,  to 
embark  in  political  work  has  been  adopted  all  through  the  district,  and 
committees  are  getting  into  shape  for  active  work  in  order  to  use  their  forces 
for  the  benefit  of  the  movement  as  far  as  possible. 

The  district  Houns  and  Wages  Board,  which  came  into  being  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year,  also  held  two  meetings,  but,  fortunately,  there 
has  not  been  any  need  for  their  special  services  during  the  year. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  Jan.,  1917 12    1  1 

„  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union . .  25  18  5 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies  ....    t)    4  0 


Audited — 

John  Lister. 


Expenditure. 
By  Attendances-Executive  Meetings 
,,  ,,  District  Conferences 

,,   General  Printing  and  Stationery. 


Hours  and  Wages  Board 

Delegate  to  Congress 

Balance  in   hand   of    Treasurer, 
Slst  Dec,  1917 


£    s.  d. 

7  15  11 

20  12  6 

0    7  6 

0  11  7 

13  3 

5  13  4 


9  19    5 


£46    3    6    i 


£46    3 

Edwin  Hart,  Hon.  Secretary. 


No.  10. — Shropshire  and  Mio-Wales 
Executive  Committee. 
Mr.    T.    E.    Bridgewater     (chairman),  :  Mr  A.  H.  Jones,  Shrewsbury. 
Newtown.  |    „    J.  Pessall,  Oakengates. 

,,    E.  Griffiths  (secretary),  Shrewsbury.  I    „    E.  Evans,  Oswestry. 
,,    B.  J.  Wilkinson,  Ironbridge.  I    „    T.  Morris,  St.  Martin's. 

„    J.  R.  Williams,  Chirk.  ! 

We  have  pleasure  in  presenting  our  third  report  of  the  work  accomplished 
in  the  Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales  area. 

Notwithstanding  the  adverse  circumstances  produced  by  the  prolongation 
of  the  war,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  continued  growth  and  progress  of 
co-operation  in  the  district.  • 

Now  that  alli  societies  are  included  in  the  Midland  Section,  it  becomes 
possible  to  effectively  gauge  the  value  of  the  work  accomplished  since  the 
district's  inception. 

Each  year  since  its  formation  the  Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales  district  has 
recorded  siplendid  progress.  In  connection  with  the  last  period  for  which 
statistics  are  available  the  percentage  of  increases  on  the  previous  year  are 
as  follows: — Membership,  9  per  cent;  capital,  12^  per  cent;  trade,  17^  per 
cent.  For  a  rural  area  with  an  extremely  scattered  population  such  a  result 
may  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 
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Four  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year,  as  follows :- 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

1917. 
23rd  June  . 

Chirk 

The     undesirableness     of     a 
Service     Time     Limit    for 
Committee-men . 

Mr.  J.  Pessall. 

28rd  Sept.  . 

St.  Martin's. 

Trade      Unionism     under 
present-day  conditions. 

Mr.  T.  Morris. 

8th  Dec.  . . 

1918. 
23rd  March 

Welshpool  . 
Shrewsbury. 

Co  operative  National  Policy 
and  Programme. 

Parliamentary      and      Local 
Representation. 

Mr.  E.  Griffiths. 
Mr.  A.  H.  Jones. 

A  very  gratifying  feature  of  the  year's  conferences  has  been  the  increasing 
number  of  delegates  attending,  and  undoubtedly  much  good  has  accrued  to 
societies  as  a  result  of  the  subjects  discussed. 

During  the  period  under  consideration  the  Executive  Committee  has 
instituted  its  third  distaict  propaganda  campaign.  A  somewhat  extensive 
programme  has  been  operated  throughout  the  district,  and  it  is  pleasurable  te 
report  that  the  enthusiasm  created  in  previous  campaigns  has  shown  no 
diminution  in  connection  with  the  past  year's  operations.  Management 
committees  have  collaborated  with  the  district  executive  in  a  most  praise- 
worthy manner,  with  the  result  that  crowded  audiences  have  been  secured 
at  all  meetings.  The  campaign  has  provided  a  unique  opportunity  for  placing 
before  the  members  of  societies  visited  the  disadvantages  of  a  war-time  period 
from  a  trading  point  of  view,  and  it  has  been  found  that  much  good  has 
been  accomplished  on  behalf  of  societies  in  this  direction. 

Enthusiastic  meetings  have  been  held  at  Clee  Hill,  Whitchurch,  Ludlow, 
Shrewsbury,  Welshpool,  Oakengates,  Newtown,  Coalbrookdale,  Madeley, 
Craven  Arms,  Chirk,  Donnington,  Oswestry,  and  Aberystwyth.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  total  attendance  at  the  whole  of  the  meetings  held  numbers  10,000 
persons.  As  in  previous  years,  a  collection  has  been  taken  at  each  meeting 
on  behalf  of  charitable  and  patriotic  funds,  the  total  amount  realised  yielding 
the  very  creditable  sum  of  £67.  14s.,  which  has  been  duly  handed  over  to  the 
institutions  concerned. 

The  district  executive  desire  to  record  their  appreciation  of  the  splendid 
assistance  so  readily  given  by  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee,  which  has 
contributed  very  largely  to  the  success  of  the  campaign. 

Another  commendable  feature  of  the  year's  work  has  been  the  publication 
of  the  association's  quarterly  magazine.  Aa  a  factor  in  assisting  to  maintain 
interest  and  enthusiasm  in  the  official  life  of  societies,  the  district  Review 
accomplishes  successfully  a  most  useful  purpose.  Notwithstanding  the  higher 
cost   of   production,    the   magazine   has   again   been   self-supporting   from   a 
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financial  point  of  view,  and  in,  entering  on  its  third  year  of  publication  its 
prospects  are  distinctly  good  from  all  standpoints. 

During  the  year  the  district  secretary  has  rendered  valuable  assistance 
to  societies  in  dealing  with  business  problems,  and  his  advice  and  assistance 
have  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  societies  concerned. 

The  district  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has  held  two  meetings  during  the 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  consideration  to  an  a(pplication  of  the  A.U.C.E. 
for  a  war  bonus  based  on  the  scales  of  wages  recently  agreed  upon.  Ais  such 
demand  affected  no  fewer  than  twelve  societies,  many  difficulties  were 
encountered  which  militated  against  a  satisfactory  agreement  being  arrived 
at.  Ultimately  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  Midland  District  Con- 
ciliation Board  for  settlement. 

The  question  of  business  development  after  the  war*  is  receiving  serious 
consideration  throughout  the  district.  Already  several  societies  have  made 
plans  for  extensive  trade  operations  when  the  opportune  time  arrives. 
Further,  the  district  executive  are  bearing  in  mind  the  areas  which  at  present 
are  not  co-operatively  served,  and  in  addition  to  branches  being  opened  by 
existing  societies  in  country  areas  the  establishment  of  separate  societies  in  at 
least  two  instances  is  under  consideration. 

The  attention  of  all  societies  is  being  given  to  the  question  of  co-operative 
representation  on  all  local  bodies.  In  this  direction  it  is  hoped  to  institute 
an  extensive  campaign  after  the  war.  In  many  areas  the  local  society  is  the 
only  organisation  that  may  be  regarded  as  an  organised  democratic  force, 
and  if  the  workers  are  to  secure  any  representation  at  all  on  local  councils 
it  can  only  be  .accomplished  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  co-operative 
movement. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  yearl917  : — 


Receipts.  S,    s. 

To  Cash  in  hand.  1st  January,  1917..  10    4 

,,   Grant  from  Co-operative  Union. .  79  16 

,,   Subscriptions  from  Societies 16  16 

„  Societies'  Contributions  towards 

Propaganda  Expenses 17    0 


Audited— 

W.  F.  Hunt. 


Expenditure.                     £  s. 

By  Attendances,  Executive  Meetings  20  0 

,,            ,,          District Conf erences. .  13  0 

,,            ,,          Sectional  Conf  erences    3  2 

,,  Deputations  to  Societies  3  12 

,,   General  Printing  and  Stationery.    7  4 

,,   Postages 0  19 

,,   Propaganda  Meetings  (8)* 51  4 

,,   Hours  &  Wages  Board  Expenses    0  15 

,,   Delegate  to  Congress 4  0 

,,  Delegate    to    Emergency    Con- 
ference         4  11 

„  Balance  in  hand  of   Treasurer, 

aist  December,  1917  15    7 


J6128  17    5  :£123  17    5 

*  Propaganda  Meetings :— Ironbridge,  Malpas,  Whitchurch,  Welshpool,  Oakengates, 
Madeley,  Chirk,  Coalbrookdale. 

Quarterly  Co-operative  "  Review  "  Account,  1917. 


Receipts.  £,  s.  d. 

To  Balance,  Ist  January,  1917 1  2  8 

,,  Advertisements    37  7  6 

„   Sale  of  Blocks  0  10  0 

„  Printers'  Dividend 1  1  0 

Audited — 

W.  F.  Hunt. 


£10    0    9 


Expenditure.                     &    s.  d. 
By  Cost  of   Printing    and   General 

Production     36  13  0 

and  Carriage    1  18  6 


,,  Balance,  3l8t  December,  1917. . . 


88  11    6 
19    3 


f  400 
Edwin  Griffiths,  Secretary. 
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MIDLAND  SECTION  CO-OPERATIVE  EDUCATIONAL  COMMITTEES' 

ASSOCIATION. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  Naylor,  Sutton-in-Ashfield. 


Mr.  T.  Hackett  (president),  Bouniville. 

„  A.    Wyld    (treasurer},    Eastwood, 
Notts. 
Miss  C.  A.  WooUey  (hon.  sec),  Leicester- 
Mrs.  P.  Stein,  Birmingham. 
Mr.  W.  Andrews,  Coventry. 

„   George  Stanton,  South  Wigston. 

„   H.  J.  Potter,  Kettering. 


Miss  Turner,  Lincoln. 

Mr.  W.  Jackson,  Tamworth. 

„    E.  Webb,  Northampton. 
Mrs.  Dewsbury,  Walsall. 
Mr.  George  Harris,  Lincoln. 

„    H.  H.  Howkins,  Wigston  Magna. 


The  educational  work  of  the  Association  has  made  great  strides  during 
the  year,  fulfilling  the  demands  laid  down  by  the  Central  Educational 
Committee  to  justify  our  existence,  by  trying  to  make  our  conferencee  more 
of  an  educational  value  and  more  attractive,  so  as  to  arouse  the  delegates  to 
a  sense  of  their  own  individual  responsibility. 

The  need  for  unity  was  never  greater  than  it  is  to-day,  and  the  committee 
feel  encouraged  by  the  increased  numbers  attending  the  quarterly  conferences, 
and  also  by  those  societies  and  guilds  that  have  recently  joined  the  Association. 

There  are  suggestions  in  the  Survey  Report  that  educational  associations 
should  make  a  vigorous  canvass  of  all  unattached  societies,  guilds,  and 
associations  of  employees,  in  order  to  secure  their  membership ;  our  Association 
has  forwarded  such  a  circular,  with  a  paauphlet  by  Professor  Hall,  to  eveiy 
society  in  this  section,  and  we  as  a  committee  are  grateful  with  the  results, 
eleven  societies  and  guilds  having  joined  the  association  through  this  effort, 
during  the  year. 

Our  first  week-end  school,  which  was  such  ai  distinct  success,  is  perhaps 
partly  responsible  for  the  increase  in  membership. 

We  are  pleased  to  know  that  good  work  is  being  done  by  organising 
educational  work  among  the  workers  of  co-operative  productive  societies. 
The  joint  Co-partnership  Association  in  the  Midland  Section  has  held  its 
first  week-end  school  at  Sileby.  We  wish  them  every  success  in  their  future 
efforts. 

The  literature  of  the  co-operative  movement  we  would  strongly  recom- 
mend to  all  our  members,  and  efforts  should  be  made  by  education  committees 
of  distributive  societies  to  make  it  possible  for  every  member  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  News,  &c, ;  we  would  like  to  point  out  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
education  committees  to  look  after  the  interests  of  individual  members  who 
are  desirous  of  keeping  up  with  the  progress  of  our  movement. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  new  programme  and  syllabus  of  classes 
which  the  Co-operative  Union  have  issued-  this  year ;  they  are  printed  in  a 
much  more  interesting  form  than  has  hitherto  been  done,  and  education  com- 
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niittees  would  do  well  to  secure  copies  for  their  oonimittee  members  and 
teachers  of  classes,  as  there  is  much  valuable  information  to  be  gained. 

Committees  should  encourage  their  teachers  to  attend  the  summer  schools 
or  give  them  the  opportunity  by  giving  scholarships ;  encourage  the  formation 
of  men's  and  women's  guilds,  young  people's  circles,  children's  classes,  classes 
for  employees,  which  are  more  necessary,  seeing  we  are  taking  in  employees 
from  unco-operative  sources. 

We  would  like  to  see  more  co-ordination  between  educational  committees 
and  the  guilds.  Reading  circles  or  discussion  classes  would  be  more  successful 
if  worked  jointly  with  the  two  committees,  thus  we  should  avoid  overlapping 
and  more  interest  would  be  taken  by  the  guilds  in  the  work  of  the  education 
committee,  so  that  we  might  believe  in  the  motto — "  Unity  is  Strength." 

Five  comniittee  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year. 

The  annual  meeting,  which  was  held  at  Wellingborough,  was  well 
attended.  The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 
Mr.  John  Cox  (Ilkeston)  was  again  elected  hon.  auditor  for  the  year.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  was  approved  without  much  question.  Alterations 
to  Rules  3,  6,  and  12  were  all  carried  unanimously.  The  Northampton 
resolution,  which  was  passed  to  come  into  force  at  the  annual  meeting — 
"That  each  district  should  have  a  representative  on  the  executive" — needed 
careful  counting,  seeing  there  were  nine  districts  and  eleven  members  on  the 
Executive  (two  districts  have  two  members).  Mr.  Hackett  then  opened  the 
discussion  on  "The  Possibilities  of  a  Week-end  School."  The  college  was 
our  ideal,  but  the  week-end  school  opened  up  many  advantages  which  was 
not  possible  to  get  in  our  conferences.  He  hoped  that  a  school  would  be 
arranged  by  the  Association. 

Our  second  conference  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Wigston  Hosiers 
Co-partnership  Society,  when  Mr.  George  Stanton  read  his  paper  on  "What 
Co-operators  Want  from  Education,"  a  paper  full  of  educational  value,  and 
one  that  might  be  referred  to  again  and  again. 

Our  first  week-end  school  was  held  at  Woodbrooke  Settlement  from  31st 
August  to  3rd  September,  1917,  and  was  in  every  way  an  unqualified  success 
and  of  great  educational  value  to  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  attending. 
Eighty-two  students,  representing  about  thirty-six  societies,  were  present, 
many  attending  a  school  for  the  first  time.  Councillor  T.  Hackett  (president 
of  the  Association)  welcomed  the  students  on  the  Friday,  when  a  very 
enjoyable  social  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Barratt  Browne,  M.A. ,  gave  a  lecture 
on  "The  Ideals  of  Education."  Professor  Hall,  M.A.  (Adviser  of  Studies), 
gave  four  lectures;  and  Mr.  Herbert  Wood,  M.A.,  Warden  of  Woodbrooke, 
gave  the  closing  lecture.  Some  of  us  h,ad  heard  Professor  Hall  many  times 
before,  but  never  to  such  advantage  as  at  the  school  at  Woodbrooke. 

A  joint  conference  was  held  in  the  Lecture  Hall  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  was  attended  by  160  delegates,  including  the  students.  Mr.  W.  Miller- 
chip,  J. P.,  addressed  the  conference  on  the  question  of  "Educational  Recon- 
struction," and  touched  upon  many  points  affecting  the  new  Education  Bill. 
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At  the  close  of  the  discussion  the  Congress  resolution  was  carried  unanimously, 
and  a  copy  sent  to  the  Minister  of  Education. 

Our  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Loughborough,  when  the  President 
(Mr.  T.  Hackett)  gave  a  very  able  exposition  of  the  Survey  Report,  and  after 
a  lengthy  discussion  a  resolution  of  protest  was  moved  against  the  smal' 
number  proposed  for  the  Executive  of  the  National  Auxiliary  Council  for 
Educational  and  General  Purposes.  The  meeting  carried  it  that  the  number 
should  be  nine  instead  of  seven,  as  recommended  in  the  report. 

Mr.  T.  Hackett,  our  representative  on  the  Central  Education  Committee  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  has  kept  us  in  touch  with  the  work  that  is  being 
carried  on  at  Holyoake  House. 

Your  Executive  have  represented  the  Association  at  district  and  sectional 
conferences  during  the  past  year.  Our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the 
Co-operative  News  for  the  kindly  way  in  which  they  have  reported  on  the 
conferences,  and  also  to  the  notice  of  our  week-end  school  at  Woodbrooke. 

The  committee  hope  to  have  a  continuity  of  subjects  at  their  four 
conferences. 

Again  we  would  ask  committees  to  push  the  sale  of  the  Co-operative  News, 
Millgate  Monthly,  Our  Circle,  and  the  Co-operative  Educator  if  we  axe 
desirous  of  keeping  up  with  the  times,  by  placing  them  in  their  reading  rooms, 
having  copies  where  members  can  see  them  when  shopping,  and  encouraging 
men's  and  women's  guilds  to  sell  them  at  thein  branch  meetings,  &c. 

The  committee  welcomes  those  societies  and  guilds  who  have  joined  the 
Association  during  the  past  year,. trusting  that  the  benefit  of  working  in  unity 
will  be  mutual. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  ending  March,  1918: — 


Beceipts.  £  s. 

To  District  No.  1 2  12 

„  District  No.  2 6  16 

,,  District  No.  3 12  6 

„  District  No.  4 6  2 

„  District  No.  5 8  14 

„  District  No.  6 8  7 

,,  District  No.  7 7  16 

„  District  No.  8 5  16 

„  District  No.  9 6  14 

„  Dividend 0  2 


Income  for  the  year  . . 

Woodbrooke 

Balance,  March,  1917 


...60  8 
..  50  4 
...  18  11 


jCiaS    4    6 


Expenditure.  £    s,  d. 
By  Committee  Meetings — 

1917— 12th  May— Derby 5    5  7 

21st  July- Leicester  2  10  5 

29th  Sept.— Birmingham  ..441 

1918— 19th  Jan.— Kettering  . .     . .  3    2  0 
ConfGrGiicGS~~ 

"  1917— 31st  Mar.— Wellinborough..  2  17  8 

23rd  June— Wigstnn 2    0  1 

1st  Sept.— Woodbrooke 2  15  7 

8th  Dec— Loughborough  . .  1  18  0 

,,  Coop  Union  Representative  (fare)  5  10  7 

,,  Deputations  0  13  1 

,,   Printing  and  Stationery    12  10  4 

,,  Advertisement      2    0  0 

,,   Secretary,  Honorarium 5    0  0 

„    Postage,  Secretary 6    0  3 

„         „          Treasurer   0  11  1 


66  18    9 

„  Woodbrooke 46    0    6 

„    Balance 26    6    8 


ilW    4    6 
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Members  of  the  Association, 


1917. 

1918 

Societies 

54     . 

.     61 

Women's  Guilds. 

24    . 

.    29 

Men's  Guilds 

.      1     . 

2 

A.U.C.E 

1     . 

.    — 

80 


92 


Audited — 
John  Cox, 


SCBSCRIi'TIONS  PAID  IN  ADVANOK. 

£,  B.  d. 
Birmingham,     Sparkbill 

Guild 0  2  6 

Coalville    2  2  0 

Coventry       2  2  0 

Guild    0  2  6 

Hinckley      „       0  2  6 

Hucknall    1  1  0 

Langley  Mill  Guild    0  2  6 

,,        Eastwood  Guild..    0  2  6 

Lincoln 4  4  0 

Eipley 0  2  6 

10  6  6 

Balance 26  5  3 

Present    Balance    with 

Treasurer £36  11  9 

"WOODBROOKB   SCHOOL. 

£  8.  d. 

Receipts 50  4  0 

Payments  50  11  9 

Cost   of    School   to  Asso- 
ciation   £0  7  9 

Full  Time  Students  . .  60 
Part  Time  Students  ..  17 
Non-resident  Students.    5 


C.  A.  WooLLEY,  Secretary. 


CO-OPERATIVE     CHORAL    ASSOCIATION. 


Mr.   J.    Wright    (president),    Annesley 
Woodhouse. 
„    T.  Mather  (vice-president),  Lincoln* 
„    J   Shelton  (treasurer),  Ilkeston. 


Mr.  C.  Marshall,  Long 
Eaton, 
„    T.  H.  Edinborough, 
Long  Eaton, 


Joint  Hon. 
Secretaries. 


Following  so  successfiU  a  year's  work  as  that  given  in  last  report,  the 
committee  could  hardly  hope  to  eclipse  such  a  record  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  with  all  its  attendant  difficulties;  yet  the  senior  festival  at 
Derby,  on  13th  October,  gave  abundant  proof  of  the  continuous  progress 
achieved  by  the  Association  as  a  whole,  and  also  by  the  individual  choirs, 
who  so  worthily  demonstrated  the  boundless  possibilities  of  choral  music  and 
the  ever-developing  higher  standard  attained  by  the  various  soloists.  Despite 
the  lack  of  male  voicas,  the  report  on  the  festival  sent  toi  the  committee  by 
Dr.  W.  G.  McNaught  was  of  a  most  encouraging  character,  not  only  on 
account  of  its  musical  value,  but  also  because  it  conveyed  to  the  committee 
an  indication  of  the  real  importance  of  the  movement  and  to  the  nation  of 
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the  particular  work  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  for  the  past  sixteen 
years.  The  following  sentences  from  the  judge's  report  will  emphasise  this 
fact : — "  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  congratulate  the  promoters  of  the 
festival  upon  the  wonderful  success  of  the  scheme.  That  in  these  times  of 
trouble  and  preoccupation  of  the  mind,  so  many  persons  were  drawn  to 
compete  or  attend  is  a  renewed  proof,  if  one  were  lacking,  of  the  beneficent 
effect  of  music  on  the  mind.  ...  I  was  greatly  struck  by  the  skill  shown 
by  the  conductors  of  choirs  and  the  enthusiastic  responsiveness  of  the  singers. 
The  capacity  shown  generally  was  most  gratifying.  Some  of  the  choral 
performances  were  of  the  highest  grade.  It  was  notable  that  nearly  all  the 
choirs  got  90  out  of  100  marks  for  one  or  other  of  their  pieces ;  and  I  judged 
them  by  a  high  standard.  The  solo  singing,  too,  brought  forward  some 
delightful  performances  of  high  merit,  that  wouild  be  found  attractive  to 
any  general  audience.  The  best  of  the  soloists  were  evidently  full  of  the 
idea  of  finding  a  proper  interpretation  of  the  spirit  of  the  song,  and  were 
not  intent  on  exhibiting  merely  their  voice.     .     .     ." 

The  financial  success  of  the  Derby  festival — due  in  great  measure  to  the 
m-agnificent  manner  in  which  all  local  arrangements  were  carried  out  by  the 
society — haa  placed  the  Association  in  an  excellent,  position ;  and  the  junior 
and  senior  festivals  decided  upon  for  the  1918  season  are  only  a  part  of  the 
propaganda  work  outlined  at  recent  meetings,  besides  the  steps  taken  to 
increase  the  nmnber  of  choirs  in  the  section.  The  committee  have  in  mind 
the  possibility  of  inter-sectional  festivals,  when  peace  once  more  restores 
our  nation  to  something  of  a  regular  condition  of  civil  life ;  and  also  the 
revival  of  a  national  musical  festival,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  with  which  the  sectional  bodies  are  all  linked  up. 

Joseph  Wright,  President. 

Charles  Marshall,  \     Joint  Hon. 

Thos.  H.  Edinborocgh,    j    Secretaries. 


Reports  of  Northern  Section  and  Districts. 


415 


(3)     NORTHERN     SECTION. 


Absent. 

Possible. 

—    . 

...      15 

2     . 

...     15 

2     . 

...     15 

7     . 

...     15 

8     . 

.    .     15 

3     . 

...     15 

2     . 

...     15 

DuriDg  the  Congress  year  the  Sectional  Board  has  held  fifteen  meetings, 
twelve  of  which  were  ordinary  and  three  special.  The  attendance  of  members 
being  as  follows  : — 

Present. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Aiston 15 

G.  Bedford    13 

J.  Davison 13 

S.  Galbraith,  M.P 8 

J.  Murdoch 7 

W.  R.  Eae 12 

W.  Scott 13 

In  each  case  where  members  have  been  absent,  satisfactory  reasons 
were  given. 

Hon.  Members. 
Mr.  H.  R.  Bailey,  J.P.  Mr.  W.  Crooks,  J.P. 

At  the  meetinig  held  on  9th  June,  1917,  the  following  appointments  were 
made  : — 

Chairman  of  the  Section Mr.  J.  Murdoch. 

Representatives  on  the — 

United  Board Messrs.  J.  Murdcch  and  S.  Galbraith,  M.P. 

Educational  Committee Mr.  W.  R.  Rae. 

Sectional  Office  Committee — 

Messrs.  Aiston,  Bedford,  Davison,  and  Scott. 

During  the  year  co-operative  societies  have  been  faced  with  exceptional 
and  increasing  difficulties,  which  have  made  the  work  of  administration 
exceedingly  arduous.  The  conditiorus  created  by  the  war  have  provided  a 
test  of  the  value  of  the  co-operative  movement — as  a  purely  democratic 
organisation! — in  a  national  crisis.  It  can  justly  be  claimed  that  the  movement 
so  far  has  stood  that  test.  We  are  living  too  near  the  actual  occurrences  to 
be  able  to  apprai§e  at  its  real  value  the  service  which  co-operation  has 
rendered  to  the  community  in  this,  the  most  tryiag  time  in  our  covmtry's 
history.  But  there  has  been  sufficient  evidence  forthcoming  to  justify  the 
belief  that,  with  a  fair  field,  co-operation,  even  as  we  know  it,  is  capable  of 
meeting  the  needs  of  the  people  better  than  any  other  form  of  distributive 
trade.  To  secure  just  treatment",  however,  the  movement  must  be  united, 
watchful,  articulate,  and  insistent. 
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The  work  of  the  SectionaJ  Board  during  the  past  Congress  year  has  been, 
despite  abnormal  circumstances,  on  the  whole  successful.  Matters  of  gre<it 
importance  to  individual  societies  and  the  section  generally  have  been  dealt 
with,  and  the  policy  pursued  throughout  has  been  to  bring  about  greater 
unity  and  co-ordination  of  effort  between  societies. 

Hours  and  Wages  Board. 
The  annua]  sectional  conference,  held  at  Blaydon  on  5th  May,  1917,  had 
before  it  the  question  of  district  hours  and  wages  boards.  Circulars 
submitting  alternative  methods  and  asking  for  replies  had  previously  been 
sent  out  to  all  societies  in  the  section.  The  replies  received  revealed  marked 
differences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  question,  and  the  whole  matter  again 
received  the  attention  of  the  Board,  who  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  received  the  almost  unanimous  approval  of  the  conference,  viz.  : — 

That  in  order  to  obviate  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  setting   up 

separate   "  hours  and  wages  boards "   for  each,  district  and  the 

additional   machinery    in    the   section,    the    Northern    Sectional 

Board   for   the   time    being   shall,    in   addition   to   its   ordinary 

functions,  constitute  the  "hours  and  wages  board"  for  the  whole 

section,  and  in  the  performance  of  the  functions  devolving  upon 

such  boards,  shall  have  power  to  call  in  a  representative  from 

the   Committee   of    the   Conference   Association   of   the    district 

directly    affected    by    any    dispute,    and    also,    for    consultative 

purposes,    any    representative    or    representatives    of     societies 

immediately  affected. 

Considerable  delay  occurred  in  ari'iving  at  a  decision  on  the  mode   of 

procedure  to  be  adopted  by  the  Northern  District  Council  of  the  A.U.C.E. 

and  the  "Wages  Board"  in  dealing  with  wages  questions,  and  it  was  not 

until  December,  1917,  that  the  matter  was  finaJly  settled.     In  the  meantime 

several  societies  were  appealing  to  the  Board  to  take  up  wages  questions  on 

their  behalf,  and  in  one  case  a  regrettable  strike  took  place.     There  can  be 

no  doubt  that  if  the  "  Wages  Board  "  had  been  in  a  position  to  deal  with 

this    particular    case,    Northern    co-operators    would    have    been    saved    the 

humiliating  spectacle  of  a  strike  in  a  co-operative  society.     The  "  Sectional 

Hours  and   Wages   Board ''    has   met   four   times,   and   there   is   reason   for 

anticipating  that  in  the  future  valuable  service  will  be  rendered  to  the  section 

through  its  efforts. 

Scale  of  Salaries  for  Managers  and  Secretaries. 
The  Managers  and  Secretaries'  Associations  having  submitted  for 
acceptance  by  the  societies  in  the  section  a  scale  of  salaries  based  upon  saJes, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  convene  a  sectional  conference  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  proposaJs  put  forward,  collectively  discussed.  This  conference 
was  held  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  on  29th  September,  and  decided  against  the 
adoption  of  any  set  scale  of  remuneration  for  the  services  of  managers  and 
secretaries.    The  associations  concerned  do  not  feel  satisfied  with  this  decision, 
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and  have  requested  the  Board  to  again  consider  the  matter  with  a  view  to 
another  conference  being  called,  at  which  the  managers  and  seci^etaries  would 
be  given  an  opportunity  of  stating  their  own  case,  answering  questions,  and 
suggesting  that  the  whole  question  be  taken  up  by  the  Sectional  Hours  and 
Wages  Board.     This  matter  is  now  under  consideration. 

District  Wages  Advisory   Committees. 

One  of  the  main  difficulties  facing  the  "Hours  and  Wages  Board"  in 
dealing  with  questions  of  wages  and  related  matters  affecting  the  various 
societies  in  the  section  lay  in  the  apparent  lack  of  methcxl  which  prevailed. 
Each  society  seemed  to  take  its  own  course,  irrespective  of  how  others  might 
be  affected  by  its  action.  Considerable  dissatisfaction  began  to  he  expressed, 
teo,  owing  to  an  impression  gaining  ground  that  demands'  were  being 
periodically  made  upon  individual  societies  without  any  regard  having  been 
had  as  to  how  these  societies  stood  in  relation  to  the  general  level  of  wages 
paid  by  other  societies  operating  in  similar  areas.  In  order  that  the  situation 
might  be  reviewed  and  steps  taken  to  bring  about  a  more  satisfactory  state 
of  affairs,  the  Sectional  Board  decided  to  submit  recommendations  to  a 
sectional  conference  for  the  formation  of  District  Wages  Advisory  Committees. 

This  conference,  which  was  well  attended,  was  held  in  Newcastle  on 
19th  January,  1918,  when  the  recommendation  of  the  Sectional  Board  to  set 
up  in  each  of  the  districts  comprising  the  Northern  Section  a  "Wages 
Advisory  Committee  "  (the  constitution,  objects,  and  functions  of  which  were 
set  forth  in  such  recommendation)  was  unanimously  approved.  The  several 
committees  are  now  being  got  into  working  order,  and  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  as  a  result  of  their  operations  greater  uniformity  of  method 
and  united  action  will  be  secured  in  the  section. 

Substituted  Female  Labour  Agreement. 
Clause  5  of  the  agreement  governing  the  employment  of  substituted 
female  labour,  which  came  into  force  on  30th  October,  1916,  precluded  the 
payment  of  war  bonus  to  substituted  female  workers.  A  claim  to  have  the 
clause  so  modified  as  to  permit  of  war  bonus  being  paid  was  put  forward 
by  the  A.U.C.E.,  and  at  the  sectional  conference  held  on  19th  January,  1918, 
the  point  was  submitted  for  decision. 

The  conference  unanimously  agreed  to  admit  the  claim,  and  instructed 
the  "Wages  Board"  to  act  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  societies  in  determining 
the  terms  of  such  modification  and  the  amount  of  war  bonu^  to  be  paid. 
The  "Wages  Board"  at  once  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  A.U.C.E., 
and  an  agreement  was  come  to,  which,  speaking  generally,  hae  given  satis- 
faction to  societies,  that  the  clause  in  question  should  be  modified  so  as  to 
read  thus  : — 

Clause  5.  The  rates  above  decided  shall,  as  from  9th  February, 
1918,  be  supplemented  by  a  war  bonus  of.  five  shillings  per  week  to  female 
substitutes  of  the  age  of  21  and  over,  and  three  shillings  per  week  to 
junior  female  substitutes,  who  in  each  case  have  served  the  probationary 

16 


418  Reports  of  Northern  Section  and  Districts. 


period  provided  for  in  clause  1  of  this  agreement,  and  in  future  any 
application  for  war  bonus  or  other  matters  referring  to  substituted  females 
shall  be  made  through  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  acting  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  societiee  in  the  Northern  Section. 

Parliamentary  Representation. 
This  question  has  been^ — especially  since  the  Swansea  and  special  (London) 
conferences — in  active  consideration  throughout  the  section.  Several  societies 
have  linked  up  with  the  scheme ;  a  number  have  approved  the  principle  and 
are  taking  steps  to  alter  their  rules  so  as  to  make  it  possible  to  fall  into  line, 
and  others  have  the  question  still  under  consideration.  Each  district  associa- 
tion in  the  section  has  been  advised  by  the  Board  to  concentrate  on  this 
question,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  section  will  finally  show 
equal  loyalty  in  this  matter  to  that  shown  im  their  attitude  to  co-operative 
enterprises  in  the  past. 

Federation. 

The  policy  of  federation,  especially  of  comparatively  small  societies  in 
suitable  geographical  areas,  has  for  some  time  been  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Sectional  Board.  It  is  becoming  increasingly  clear  that  in  order  to  enable 
small  societies  to  maintain  their  place  and  prestige  in  the  movement  a  fuller 
recognition  of  identity  of  interests  and  aims  is  becoming  more  and  more 
essential.  Societies  are  beginning  to  recognise  this  fact,  and  in  the  western 
portion  of  No.  4  District  a  movement  is  on  foot  having  for  its  object  the 
federation  of  six  or  seven  societies  in  that  locality..  Several  meetings  cf 
members  have  been  addressed  by  members  of  the  Sectional  Board,  and  the 
outcome  of  negotiations  now  in  progress  between  the  societies  concerned  is 
awaited  with  great  interest. 

Negotiations  for  the  acquiring  of  the  Blaydon  Society's  bakery  by  a 
group  of  neighbouring  societies  have  been  proceeding.  Valuations  have  been 
ma/de  and  accepted  by  the  group,  and  the  decisions  of  the  quarterly  meetings 
of  several  societies  are  now  awaited.  It  is  probable  that,  but  for  the 
abnormal  conditions  now  prevailing,  this  federation  would  by  this  time  have 
been  an  accomplished  fact. 

Amalgamation. 

It  is  hoped  that  when  in  the  near  future  the  voice  of  the  co-operative 
movement  is  heard  in  the  legislature  of  our  country,  it  will  be  raised  against 
the  continuance  of  an  enactment  which  prevents  the  fusion  of  interests  of 
two  or  more  co-operative  societies  except  by  the  passing  of  a  special  resolution 
which  requires  an  almost  impossible  three-fourths  majority.  During  the 
year — and  for  the  second  time  in  their  history — two  prominent  societies  in  the 
Tyneside  area  entered  into  negotiations  with  a  view  to  amalgamation.  When 
the  matter  was  submitted  for  decision,  in  the  one  case  the  resolution  was 
approved  with  practical  unanimity,  in  the  other  the  requisite  majority  fell 
short  by  less  than  a  dozen  votes. 
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Windy  Nook  Tragedy  Fund. 
During  the  year  £57.   4s.  has  been  paid  to  the  widow  and  children  of 
the  late  J.   Patterson,  and  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  this  fund 
ae  at  31st  December,   1917,  was  £706.   4s.   3d. 

Alston  SociBn:Y. 

The  whole  of  the  share  capital  of  this  society  has  been  written  up,  and 
is  now  in  a  satisfactory  position. 

The  financial  position  of  one  or  two  societies  in  the  section  is  giving  cause 
for  anxiety,  and  the  matter  is  having  the  attention  of  the  Board. 

1919  Congress. 
If  matters  had  pursued  their  normal  course  the  Congress  of  1918  would 
have  been  held  in  the  Northern  Section.  Owing,  however,  to  the  fact  that 
the  year  1918  marked  the  jubilee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress,  the  claim  of 
the  section  was  waived  in  favour  of  Manchester  district,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  Congress  of  1919  would  be  held  in  the  North.  Acting  on  this 
understanding,  circulars  have  been  sent  out  to  each  society  in  the  section 
asking  for  invitations  from  societies  in  a  position  to  entertain  the  Congress. 
Owing  largely  to  the  uncertainty  prevailing  as  to  whether  Congress  would 
meet  at  all  in  1918,  societies  have  delayed  in  forwarding  invitations.  Since, 
however,  it  has  been  finally  decided  tJiat  Congress  shall  meet  this  year,  it 
is  expected  that  invitations  will  now  be  sent,  and  these  will  be  dealt  with 
in  the  usual  way. 

Northern  District  Conciliation   Board. 
During  the  year  three  cases  have  come  before  this  Board,  two  of  which 
were  settled,  the  third  being  sent  to  the  National  Board  for  decision. 

GiLSLAND  Convalescent  Home. 
The  report  and  balance  sheet,  just  issued,  gives  evidence  that  this 
valuable  institution  is  feeling  the  strain  of  abnormal  conditions.  The 
maintenance  account  shows  a  net  deficiency  for  the  year  of  £1,187.  Os.  lid., 
and  under  the  circumstances  the  directors  are  asking  the  shareholders  to 
agree,  without  any  alteration  of  rule,  to  a  temporary  revision  of  charges, 
which  involves  a  substantial  increase  in  the  amount  that  ha^  hitherto  ibeen 
paid  both  by  convalescents  and  visitors.  Having  regard  to  the  present  high 
cost  of  commodities,  the  prices  recommended  for  1918  cannot  be  regarded  as 
excessive.     These  are  as  follow  : — 

Convalescents,  40is.  per  fortnight ; 

Visitors  at  the  Home,  30s.  per  week ;  and 

Visitors  at  Spa  Villa,  40s.  per  week. 
The  bank  overdraft  still  remains  at  a  relatively  high  figure,  and  an  appeal 
to  increase  their  shares  in  accordance  with  increase  of  membership  has  been 
made  to  the  shareholding  societies. 
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Educational. 
The  conditions  now  prevailing  militate  seriously  against  the  formation 
of  classes  for  the  study  of  co-operation  and  related  subjects,  especially  as 
regards  the  employees  of  societies.  Depletion  of  staffs  and  the  consequent 
increased  demands  made  upon  the  workers  who  are  left  has  created  an 
atmosphere  which  is  not  conducive  to  ediicational  work  of  this  kind.  Successful 
women's  classes  have  been  formed,  first  and  second  year  courses  at  Jarrow 
and  Sunderland ;  second  year's  comse  at  Ashington ;  and  first  year's  course 
at  Carlisle.  Bookkeeping  classes  have  also  been,  formed  in  connection  with 
the  Birtley  Society  at  the  Central  and  branch  at  Washington. 

Obituary. 
Mr.  G.  Lowes. 
On  11th  September  there  passed  out  at  Consett,  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
Geo.  Lowes,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  co-operative  jnovement  in  the  North. 
A  man  of  strong  convictions  and  powerful  personality,  he  played  for  a  long 
period  an  important  part  in  co-operative  affairs.  He  was  connected  with 
the  Consett  Society  for  over  forty-five  years.  He  wa^  first  elected  to  the 
committee  in  the  year  1872,  and  in  1879  he  was  elected  president  of  the  society 
(succeeding  Mr  J.  Curry,  the  first  president).  This  position  iie  held  con- 
tinuously for  thirty  years,  resigning  owing  to  failing  health  in  1909.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Gilsland  Convalescent  Home  from 
the  period  of  its  inception  until  hds  death. 

J.  Murdoch,  Chairman. 
A.    Stoddart,    Secretary. 
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No.  1. — North  Northumberland. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  Jackson,  Pegswood. 
„    J.  Herdman,  Newbiggin. 


J.  Magin,  Ashington. 
J.  Robson,  Cambois. 


Mr.  J.  Gillians,  J.P.  (chairman),  Ashing- 
ton. 
G.    Hardy   (secretary),  Bank   Top, 
Bedlington. 
„    R.  Lee,  Bedlington. 

Mr.  J.  Davison,  Bedlington,  Sectional  Representative. 

Six  conferences  have  been  held  during  1917,  at  which  the  attendance 
has  been  satisfactory. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  Bebside  on  24th  February,  at  which 
Mr.  John  Wardle  (of  Cambois),  in  a  very  able  and  exhaustive  paper,  dealt 
with  "  The  Need  for  Co-operative  Dairies  in  the  District."  The  paper  was 
well  received,  and  an  interesting  discussion  followed,  in  which  Mr.  Welsh  (of 
Newbiggin),  Mr.  Clayton  (of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society),  and  others 
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took  part.  A  resolution  drawing  the  att-ention  of  the  Wholesale  Society  to 
the  pressing  need  for  securing  land  in  the  North  for  dairying  purposes,  moved 
by  Mr.  Magin  (of  Ashington),  was  unanimously  approved,  as  was  also  another 
moved  by  Mr.  Welsh  instructing  the  District  Committee  to  make  inquiries 
as  to  suitable  farms  available. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Broomhill  on  19th  May,  when  the 
question  of  milk  was  again  dealt  with  by  Mr.  John  Ritson  in  an  interesting 
paper  on  "  Pure  Milk  Supply,"  with  special  reference  to  the  work  done 
by  the  North  Seaton  dairy  farm.  A  well-sustained  discussion  followed,  and 
a  resolution  approved  instructing  the  secretary  to  circularise  societies  in  the 
district  with  a  view  of  a^scertaining  Avhether  they  are  in  favour  of  immediate 
action  being  taken  to  acquire  land  and  form  a  federation  for  the  control 
of  milk  production  and  distribution. 

The  third  conference  was  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Ashington,  on 
30th  June,  at  which  Mr.  T.  Welsh  (of  Newbiggin),  in  an  able  and  incisive 
address,  advocated  the  "  Federation  of  Societies  in  the  District  for  the  period 
of  the  War,"  and  submitted  a  resolution  bearing  thereon.  After  a  prolonged 
and  lively  discussion  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  further  consideration  of  the 
matter  until  the  managers  of  societies  had  been-  given  an  opportunity  of 
examining  the  proposals  put  forward. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Morpeth  on  28th  July,  at  which  the 
milk  question  was  again  discussed,  an  interesting  and  exhaustive  report  of 
the  proceedings  at  Swansea  Congress  given  by  Mr.  A.  Fisher,  and  the  question 
of  "  federation  for  the  period  of  the  war "  further  dealt  with.  Mr.  J 
Hudson  (manager  of  Bedlington  Society)  submitted  a  resolution  favouring 
amalgamation  rather  than  federation.  After  a  full  discussion,  in  which  many 
of  the  delegates  took  pai't,  it  was  decided  to  submit  the  whole  question  to 
a  vote  of  the  societies. 

At  a  fifth  conference,  held  at  Pegswood  on  15th  i^'eptember,  the  result 
of  the  vote  of  societies  on  "Amalgamation  or  Federation  "'  was  declared,  and 
showed  that  the  district  was  fairly  evenly  divided  on  the  matter,  and  the 
whole  question  was  remitted  to  the  district  conference  to  deal  with.  A 
resolution  affirming  the  necessity  of  cash  trading  was  agreed  to. 

The  sixth  conference  was  held  at  Canibois  on  15th  December,  at  which 
the  Sectional  Secretary  dealt  with  the  question  of  "Co-operative  Eepresenta- 
tion  in  Parliament."     An  interesting  discussion  followed. 

The  thanks  of  the  Executive  are  due  to  societies  who  have  entertained 
the  conferences  and  provided  tea  for  delegates. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.  £    s.   d.  (  Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

To    Cash    received    from    Sectional  By  Conferences    10    5  11 

Office   15    6  11        „  Executive  Meetings    4  16  6 

„  Postages 0    6  6 


£15    6  11   !  £lo    6  11 

G.  Hardy,  Secretary. 
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No.  2. — South  Northumberland. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  Endean   (chairman),   Cramling- 
ton. 
„    J.  Wight  (secretary),  Cramlington. 
„    T.  G.  Hunter,  Wallsend. 


Mr.  T.  Whitnell,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
„    J.  Kirkham,  North  Shields. 
,,    J.  Henderson,  Coxlodge. 
„    J.  McKay,  Walker. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Alston,  Sectional  Representative,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
The  first  conference  was  held  at  North  Shields  on  28th  April,  1917.     Mr. 
A.    Stoddart   (sectional   secretary)   read   his   paper,    "  Co-operative   Common- 
wealth :  The  Next  Step,"  to  a  large  number  of  delegates.     There  was  a  very 
favourable  discussion,  and  the  delegates  directed  the  Executive  Committee 
to  follow  Mr.   Stoddart's  suggestion  and  set  up  oomniittees  for   consultative 
purposes  in  the  district.     This  has  been  done,  the  district  being  divided  into 
two  sections — for  industrial  and  geographical  rea-sons.     It  is  hoped  that  good 
results  will  accrue  from  these  meetings. 

The  next  conference  was  held  at  the  Dinnington  Colliery  Branch  of  the 
Cramlington  Co-operative  Society  on  6th  October,  1917.  Mr.  J.  C.  Alston 
read  Mr.  R.  Whitfield's  paper  on  "  Overlapping  :  Its  Consequences  and 
Remedy."  All  the  delegates  agreed  as  to  the  evils  of  overlapping,  but  there 
were  great  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  the  remedy 
suggested,  and  no  direct  result  was  arrived  at  by  the  conference. 

The  next  conference  was  held  at  Willington  Quay,  when  Mr.  Stoddart 
delivered  an  address  on  "  Direct  Representation  in  Parliament."  There  was 
a  very  animated  discussion,  several  speakers  being  strongly  against  the 
proposal.  So  great  were  the  number  of  speakers  on  the  subject  that  after  a 
two-hours  sitting  the  conference  was  adjourned  in  order  that  full  and  com- 
plete opportunity  should  be  given  to  all  delegates  to  express  their  opinion. 
The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.  £    a.  d.  Expenditure.  £  s.    d. 

To  Cash    received    from    Sectional  By  Conferences  4    0    9 

Office  10  19    9        „  Executive  Meetings   6  1111 

0    7    1 


£10  19    9 


£10  19    9 
J.  Wight,  Secretary. 


No.  3. — Cumberland  and  Westmorland. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr,  John  Stephenson,  Blennerhasset. 
„    T.  H.  Walker,  Penrith. 
„    J.  Hunt,  Workington. 
,,    H.  Tyson,  Egremont. 


Mr.   Irving   Graham,  J. P.   (chairman), 

Carlisle, 
„    J.   W.   Mackay    (secretary),   Moor 

Row. 
„    N.  Ismay,  Maryport. 

Mr.  J.  Murdoch,  Workington,  Sectional  Representative. 
There   have  been  three   district  conferences  held   during  the  year,  and 
two  special  conferences  of  managers,  secretaries,  and  committee-men.     The 
conferences  have  been  well  attended,  and  are  an  earnest  of  better  things  in 
this  district. 
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The  first  conference  was  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Maryport,  on 
24th  February,  1917.  Mr.  J.  A.  Thomas  (secretary  of  Egreraont  Society) 
re-'id  Mr.  H.  J.  May's  paper  on  "  Co-operative  Societies  and  Income  Tax.' 
A  good  discussion  followed,  and  a  resolution  was  unanimously  carried  pro- 
testing against  the  imposition  of  income  tax  upon  co-operative  societies  as 
distinct  from  private  traders,  and  calling  upon  the  Government  to  give  equal 
treatment  to  all.  Mr.  King  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  seconded  the 
resroJution,  and  the  discussion  was  continued  by  Mr.  W.  Hunt  (Workington), 
Mr.  Barnes   (Carlisle),  and  others. 

The  second  conference  of  the  year  was  held  at  Aspatria  on  12th  May, 
1917.  Mr.  A.  Stoddart  (sectional  secretary)  read  his  paper,  "  Co-operative 
Commonwealth:  The  Next  Step."  The  paper  was  well  received.  It  revealed 
many  weak  points  in  the  co-operative  movement,  but  also  showed  how  these 
weaknesses  could  be  remedied.  The  chief  points  were  competition  and  over- 
lapping, with  their  consequent  waste  of  energy,  time,  and  capital.  An 
instructive  dLsoussion  followed,  led  by  Mr.  I.  Graham,  J. P.  (Carlisle),  Mr. 
J.  Murdoch  (Workington),  who  believed  the  co-operative  commonwealth 
practicable.  Mr.  King  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  advised  the  delegates 
to  go  home  and  seriously  consider  the  points  in  Mr.  Stoddart's  paper  in  their 
respective  committees,  and  then  call  another  conference.  Mr.  Thomas  (Egre- 
mont)  emphasised  the  need  for  educating  the  children  in  matters  co-opera- 
tively. Mr.  Temple  (Aspatria),  Mr.  W.  J.  Murray  (Cleator  Moor),  and  Mr. 
W.  Hunt  (Workington)  also  spoke.  The  conferences  of  managers,  secretaries, 
&c.,  are  a  result  of  this  splendid  paper. 

The  third  district  conference  was  held  in  the  Hall  of  the  Carlisle  Co- 
operative Society  on  4th  August,  1917.  Mr.  Riddle  (secretary  of  Carlisle 
Co-operative  Society)  read  Professor  Hall's  Congress  paper,  "  The  Economic 
Results  of  the  War  and  Their  Effect  upon  the  Co-operative  Movement."  The 
paper  was  well  read,  and  received  careful  consideration.  It  was  felt  that  a 
new  era,  pregnant  with  vast  possibilities,  had  dawned  upon  the  co-operative 
movement.  The  plea  for  more  education  amongst  the  members,  the  removal 
of  all  restrictions  upon  capital,  the  desire  for  a  closer  union  and  cohesion 
among  the  democracy,  the  condemnation  of  high  dividends,  were  symptomatic 
of  the  trend  of  co-operation.  Those  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  were  :• — 
Mr.  King  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society),  Mr.  Graham  (Carlisle),  Mr. 
Murdoch  and  Mrs.  Taylor  (Carlisle),  Mr.  Barnes  and  Mr.  Nixon  (Working- 
ton), Mr.  Larkin  (Cleator  Moor),  and  others.  A  gratifying  feature  of  the 
year  has  been  the  good  attendance  of  members  of  the  "  Women's  Co-operative 
Guild." 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 


Receipts.  &    s.  d. 

To    Cash    received   from    Sectional 

Office     28    0  11 


sa&   0  11 


Expenditure.                     &  s.  d. 

By  Conferences  15  9  6 

,,  Executive  Meetings   12  4  4 

„  Postages 0  7  1 


^£28    0  11 

J.  W.  Mackay,  Secretary. 
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No.  4. — West  Ddkham  and  South  Northumberland. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Isaac  C.  Nixon  (chairman),   West 

Stanley. 
„    R.    Steel    (secretary),    Holmlea, 

Newburn. 
„   E.  Hargreaves,  Newburn. 

Mr.  W.  Scott,  Blaydon,  Sectional  Representative 


Mr,  Geo.  Greener,  Prudhoe. 
„    E.  Y.  Spencer,  Swalwell. 
„   W.  Harrison,  Tantobie. 
„    E.  Saunders,  Consett. 


Four  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year,  at  each  of  which  the 
attendance  has  been  very  satisfactory. 

To  the  initial  conference,  held  at  Throckley  in  March,  1917,  Mr.  A. 
Stoddart  (sectional  secretary)  gave  an  address — "  Co-operative  Common- 
wealth :  The  Next  Step  " — -in  which  he  forcibly  argued  the  necessity  for  the 
development  within  the  movement  of  a  co-operative  consciousness,  without 
which  solidarity  is  impossible.  To  make  a  move  towards  this  end,  Mr. 
Stoddart  suggested  the  grouping  of  societies  in  areas  which,  geographically 
and  economically,  lend  themselves  to  closer  union,  with  a  view  to  eliminating 
competition,  and  substituting  another  force  of  greater  power,  that  of  emula- 
tion, and  at  the  eame  time  carry  out  a  scheme  which  would  place  eo-operative 
societies  in  a  position  to  defy  competitive  trade.  After  discussion,  the 
following  resolution  was  submitted  and  unanimously   carried,   viz.  : — 

That  this  conference  welcomes  and  supports  the  siuggestions  of  Mr. 
Stoddart  to  arrange  for  the  managers  and  officials   of  societies 
situated   in   areas   geographically   suited   for  the   purpose  to  be 
brought   together   to   discuss   the   best   ways  and   means  of   co- 
operating in  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  and  we  request  the 
Committee  of  No.  4  District  to  prepare  a  plan  of  sub-division 
of  the   district  into   groups,   as  aforesaid,   with   that  object  in 
view,  and  report  the  result  to  the  next  district  conference. 
At  the  second  conference,  held  at  Tantobie,  June,  1917,  Mr.  Stoddart's 
paper,    "Co-operative   Commonwealth:    The  Next   Step,"   was  read  by  Mr. 
Hall   (secretary,   Tantobie  Society),  and  the  chairman   (Mr.    Nixon)   gave  a 
report  of   the  committee's    action   towards   the   institution  of   groups.      The 
conference  expressed  its  appreciation  of  the  committee's  efforts,  and  pledged 
itself  to  use  its  utmost  endeavours  to  secure  the  success  of  the  scheme  in 
hand. 

Two  well-defined  areas  were  agreed  upon — the  former  (Group  1)  com- 
prising in  the  main  the  West  Durham  societiesy,  the  latter  (Group  2)  the 
South  Northumberland  societies.  Subsequent  meetings  of  representatives 
revealed  a  multiplicity  of  varying  conditions  extant  among  the  respective 
.societies;  but  Mr.  Whitfield  (general  manager,  West  Stanley  Society)  pre- 
sented to  the  third  conference,  which  was  held  at  Hexham,  a  very  valuable 
and  practical  solution  of  the  major  problems  in  his  paper,  "  Overlapping  : 
Its   Consequences  and  Remedy."     While  the   conference  was  unanimous  in 
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its  appreciation  of  Mr.  Whitfield's  paper  and  his  efforts  towards  the  solution 
of  existing  evils,  it  was  evident  that  the  meeting  was  divided  as  between 
the  evolutipnary  methods  towards  "federation"  as  propounded  by  Mr. 
Whitfield  and  the  more  revolutionary  step  of  "  federation "  forthwith. 
Ultimately  Group  1  arrived  at  the  following  decision,  as  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment, i.e.,  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  six  months  after  : — 

1.  The  fixing  of  geographical  areas. 

2.  Exchange  of  members  within  such  areas. 

This  work  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee,  from  whom  a  report 
is  shortly  anticipated. 

In  Group  2,  though  progress  may  be  termed  slow,  it  has  been  none  the 
less  sure,  and  one  feels  that  while  even  at  the  present  time  the  area  is 
benefiting  from  the  operations  of  the  committee  the  near  future  will  bring 
still  greater  cohesion  and  unanimity  among  the  respective  societies. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Central  Board,  Northern  Section)  was  requisitioned  for 
the  fourth  conference,  held  at  West  Stanley  in  December  last,  and  he  gave 
a  vigorous  and  explicit  enunciation  of  the  movement's  present  position  and 
needs,  thus  necessitating  "  Direct  Representation  in  Parliament,"  the  subject 
of  his  address,  pointing  out  that  if  co-operation  has  to  come  into  its  own 
it  must  stand  upon  its  feet  and  play  the  man. 

The  speakers  were  severally  accorded  the  thanks  of  the  respective  con- 
ferences, as  were  also  the  entertaining  societies. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.  &    8.   d. 

To    Cash   received    from    Sectional 

Offlco     18    7    5 


£18    7    5 


Expenditure.  &    s.  d. 

By  Conferences  9  15  7 

,,    Executive  Meetings 7  16  4 

„    Postage,  &c 0  15  6 


£18    7    5 
R.  Steel,  Secretary. 


No.  5. — East  Dubham. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Thos.  Wallace  (chairman),  Hebburn 
Colliery. 
„    Thomas  Ross  (secretary),  Felling. 
„    W.  Johnson,  Birtley. 


Mr.  S.  Bramley,  Jarrow. 
„    A.  D.  Franks,  Boldon  Colliery. 
„    William  Flynn,  Gateshead. 
„    J.  Wonders,  S.  Shields. 


Mr.  W.  R.  Rae,  Sunderland,  Sectional  Representative. 

We  have  held  four  conferences  during  the  year.  The  attendance  at  each 
conference  has  been  particularly  good,  and  the  interest  of  the  delegates  well 
sustained  throughout. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  West  Pelton  on  Saturday,  28th  April, 
1917,  on  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Society,  West  Pelton.  The  subject 
was  "  The  Advantage  of  a  Federated  Bakery,"  which  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Clayton  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Board).     In  his  address  Mr.  Clayton 
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emphasised  the  importance  of  the  idea  of  federation  in  its  general  application 
to  the  work  of  the  co-operativ©  movement,  and  also  urged  the  wisdom  of 
supplying  the  principle  of  federation  to  the  bakers  in  No.  5  District,  not 
only  in  the  interests  of  the  bakery  business,  but  also  as  a  means  of  bringing 
the  societies  into  closer  touch  with  each  other  for  purposes  of  general  distribu- 
tion. A  discussion  followed,  in  which  a  number  of  the  delegates  took  part, 
and  the  district  secretary  was  ultimately  instructed  to  ascertain  from  the 
societies  in  the  district  the  amount  of  their  bakery  purchases  from  co-operative 
bakeries  and  the  amount  of  their  purchases  from  other  sources.  The  secretary 
was  also  instructed  to  ascertain  the  output  of  the  various  co-operative  bakeries 
within  the  area  covered  by  the  conference. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Birtley,  on  the  premises  of  the  Birtley 
Co-operative  Society,  16th  June.  This  conference  was  specially  called  to 
consider  the  need  of  such  concerted  action  as  would  secure  uniformity  of 
ma.rketfi,  distributive  prices,  &c. 

Mr.  Gilliland  (vice-president  of  Birtley  Society)  opened  the  discussion. 
In  his  address  he  urged  not  only  the  wisdom,  but  the  absolute  necessity,  of 
societies  getting  more  into  unison  with  regard  to  their  methods  of  pricing, 
&c.,  and  he  stigmatised  the  distasteful  custom  of  overlapping,  so  prevalent 
among  societies.  A  very  interesting  discussion  ensued,  in  which  the  subject 
of  dual  rationing  of  supplies  was  very  prominent.  In  order  that  the  societies 
might  safeguard  themselves  against  members  getting  their  supplies  from  two 
societies,  the  conference  resolved  that  the  managers  of  the  various  societies 
in  the  district  be  a;sked  to  meet  regularly  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordinating 
their  business,  and  that  a  committee  also  be  formed  of  representatives  from 
the  various  societies  for  the  purpose  of  giving  executive  sanction  to  the 
managers'  suggestions.  This  has  given  rise  to  what  may  ibe  described  as  the 
group  idea,  and  the  application  of  this  idea  has  already  been  of  considerable 
advantage  to  the  various  districts  of  the  Northern  Section. 

The  third  conference  was  held  in  the  Victoria  Hall,  Murton  Colliery, 
on  25th  August,  1917.  The  subject  at  this  conference  was  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Whitfield  (manager  of  the  West  Stanley  Society)  dealing  with  "  Overlapping  : 
Its  Consequences  and  Remedy."  In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  Mr. 
Stoddaxt-  (sectional  secretary)  read  the  paper,  and  Mr.  J.  Laidler  (manager 
of  Murton  Society)  opened  the  discussion.  It  was  resolved  that  the  paper  be 
referred    to  the  managers  of  the  district  for  their  consideration. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  24th  November,  1917,  at  Tyne  Dock, 
on  the  premises  of  the  Tyne  Dock  Society.  At  this  conference  Mr.  Flynn 
(a  member  of  the  District  Committee)  introduced  the  subject  of  "Direct 
Parliamentary  Co-operative  Representation."  The  conference  generally  was 
distinctly  in  agreement  with  the  idea  that  the  co-operative  movement  ought 
to  seek  to  influence  legislation,  and  after  a  number  of  delegates  had  expressed 
themselves  in  appreciation  of  the  principle  of  direct  representation,  the 
following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Pringle  (Chester-le-Street)  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Johnson  (Birtley),  was  carried  : — 
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That  this  conference  considers  it  not  only  advisable,  but  necessary, 

that     the     co-operators     should     be     directly     represented     in 

Parliament. 

The  fifth  conference  was  held  at  Boldon  Colliery,  on  2nd  February,  1918. 

At  this  conference  Mr.   Stoddart  read  his  paper  specially  prepared  on  the 

subject,  "Direct  Representation  of  Co-operators  in  Parliament."     The  paper 

was  most  highly  appreciated,  although  the  discussion  did  not  keep  so  closely 

to  the  issues  raised  by  Mr.   Stoddart  as  could  be  desired.     The  following 

resolution  wa^  ultimately  agfeed  to  : — 

That  societies  in  each  of  the  Parliamentary  divisions  within  the  area 
of  No.  5  District  be  requested  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
formation  of  local  councils  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  scheme 
submitted  by  the  Union. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.  £,    s. 

To    Cash    received  from  Sectional 

Office 16  17 


£16  17    7 


Expenditure.  X    s.    d. 

By  Conferences   9    6    0 

,,  Executive  Meetings    7  11    7 


£16  17    7 
Thomas  Ross,  District  Secretary. 


No.  6. — South  Durham. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Strickland,  Willington, 
„  W.  Emery,  Station  Town. 
„   S.  Whiteley,  Langley  Moor 


Mr.  M.  Price  (chairman),  Ferryhill. 
„    J.  Davison  (secretary),  Newbottle. 
„    Joseph  Bell,  Tow  Law. 
„  T.  Readshaw,  Bishop  Auckland. 

Mr.  S.  Galbraith,  M.P.,  Durham,  Sectional  Representative. 

There  have  been  four  conferences  held  during  the  year,  and  the 
attendances  have  been  good.  The  questions  dealt  with  have  been  of  present 
importance  to  societies,  and  interest  has  been  well  maintained. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  Shildon  on  17th  March.  Mr.  Shaw 
(president  of  Bishop  Auckland  Society),  in  an  able  and  felicitous  speech, 
welcomed  the  delegates,  and  Mr.  Price  (chairman  of  the  district)  extended 
on  behalf  of  the  conference  a  hearty  greeting  to  the  sectional  secretary,  who 
submitted  for  consideration  his  paper,  "  Co-operative  Commonwealth  :  The 
Next  Step."  The  paper  was  well  received  and  provoked  a  lively  discussion, 
which  was  taken  part  in  by  Messrs.  Liddle,  Pennington,  Thompson,  Coley, 
(Co-operative  Wholesale  Society),  Price,  Shaw,  Mrs.  O'Connor,  and  others. 
As  an  outcome  of  this  paper,  a  series  of  conferences  of  groups  of  societies 
in  the  district  have  been  held,  which,  we  believe,  will  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  individual  societies  into  closer  relations  with  eacii  other. 

The  second  conference  wae  held,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Coxhoe  Society, 
on  9th  June,  at  which  Mr.  Strickland  gave  an  able  and  exhaustive  report  of 
the  Swansea  Congress.     Mr.  John  Ball  (president  of  Coxhoe  Society)  opened 
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the  discofsion,  which  was  taken  part  in  by  a  large  number  of  delegates, 
including  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Readshaw,  Bower,  Gibson,  Bell,  Liddle,  and 
Price.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Strickland  for  his  able 
report. 

The  third  conference  was  held  at  New  Brancepeth  on:  15th  September. 
At  this  conference  Mr.  Emery  read  a  paper  by  Mr.  R.  Whitfield  (general 
manager  of  West  Stanley  Society)  on  "  Overlapping  :  Its  Consequences  and 
Remedy."  In  this  paper  the  writer  propounded  a  comparatively  simple 
method  of  eliminating  the  evils  of  overlapping  without  interfering  with  the 
membership  or  capital  of  any  society  involved.  The  discussion  revealed  a 
very  pronounced  divergence  of  opinion  as  to  the  practicability  of  Mr.  Whit- 
field's scheme,  but  everyone  agreed  as  to  the  clear  grip  of  the  situation 
displayed  by  the  writer  and  the  ability  with  which  he  had  presented  his 
case. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Newbottl©  on  22nd  December,  when 
Mr.  A.  Stoddart  introduced  the  question  of  "  Co-operative  Representation 
in  Parliament."  The  speaker,  in  his  address,  laid  down  the  reasons  for  the 
action  taken  by  the  movement,  and  argued  that  the  policy  advocated  was 
not  altogether  or  even  mainly  defensive,  and  that  the  real  significance  of  the 
step  which  had  been  taken  lay  in  the  nature  of  co-operation  itself,  which 
constituted  the  only  real  constructive  force  in  existence.  The  discussion 
was  opened  by  Mr.  Martyn  (of  Newbottle),  and  was  continued  by  Mrs. 
Wilkins,  Messrs.  Galbraith,  Readshaw,  Bell,  Snowdon,  Whiteley,  and  others. 

A  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Snowdon  (Willington)  calling  for  a  special 
conference,  to  make  arrangements  for  the  formation  of  local  councils,  wa^s 
approved. 

The  Executive  wish  to  express  their  thanks  to  societies  who  have  enter- 
tained the  conferences  and  to  various  speakers  for  the  valuable  services 
rendered. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

s.  d. 


Receipts.  £ 

To    Cash    received   from    Sectional 

Office 21 


1  10 


Expenditure.  £  s.  d. 

By  Conferences 10  8  10 

Executive  Meetings 10  4    6 

c 0  8    6 


£21     1  10 


£21    1  10 

Jab.  Davison,  Secretary. 


No.  7. — South  Durham  and  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  T.  Liddle,  J. P.  (chairman),  West 
Hartlepool. 
„    R.  TumbuU  (secretary),  Loftus. 
„    T.  W.  Brown,  Darlington. 


Mr.  J.  Cotterill,  J.P.,  Guisborough, 
„    W.  R.  Tennet,  West  Hartlepool. 
„    T.  Scarth,  Stockton. 
„    D.  Lang,  Middlesbrough. 


Mr.  G.  Bedford,  Middlesbrough,  Sectional  Representative. 
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In  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  created  by  the  war,  this  district  is 
making  satisfactory  progress  in  membership  and  trade,  and  its  educational 
activities  have  been  well  maintained. 

During  the  year  four  conferences  have  been  held,  at  which  the  attendance 
was  quite  up  to  the  average,  notwithstanding  that  curtailed  railway  facilities 
and  increased  fares  to  some  extent  militated  against  the  representation  cf 
outlying  societies. 

The  first  conference  was  held,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Stockton  Society, 
on  17th  February,  1917,  when  the  sectional  secretary  read  his  paper,  "  First 
Things  First,"  in  which  he  contended  that  the  co-operative  idea  in  its  practical 
form  was  revolutionary  in  its  purpose,  ajid  did  not  seek  to  make  the  best  of 
the  present  order,  but  to  fundamentally  change  it.  This  object  the  exponents 
of  the  idea  sought  to  gain  by  volunbiry  association.  The  lack  of  cohesion  in 
the  movement  was  dealt  with,  and  a  grouping  of  societies  and  readjustment 
of  distributive  areas  recommended. 

The  second  conference  was  held,  on  the  invitation  of  Skelton  Society,  at 
SaltburH-by-the-Sea,  when  Mr.  T.  Liddle,  J.P.  (West  Hartlepool)  (president 
of  the  district),  in  a  brief  and  instructive  address,  dealt  with  "  The  Difficulties 
Now  Facing  Societies  in  Relation  to  Foodstuffs/'  and  as  the  outcome  of  dis- 
cussion a  resolution  was  unanimously  approved  asking  Parliament  to  demand 
the  resignation  of  the  Food  Controller,  who  by  giving  way  to  the  demands 
of  profiteers  had  utterly  failed  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  people.  At 
this  conference  the  annual  statistical  report  was  submitted  by  the  secretary 
(Mr.  R.  TurnbuU). 

The  third  conference  was  held  at  Northallerton  on  11th  August,  at  which 
Mr.  G.  A.  McEwan  (of  Stockton)  dealt  in  a  characteristically  able  and  lucid 
manner  with  "  The  Present  Relation  of  Co-operative  Societies  to  the  Excess 
Profits  War  Tax."  He  complimented  the  Plymouth  Society  on  the  fight  they 
had  put  up  against  the  tax,  which  had  led  to  the  Act  being  amended  and 
the  whole  movement  benefited.  Both  in  the  discussion  and  reply  the  tax 
was  vigorously  denounced. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Darlington  on  3rd  November,  on  the 
invitation  of  the  local  society,  when  the  subject  for  consideration  was  "  Co- 
operative Representation  in  Parliament  and  on  Local  Bodies,  and  the  Best 
Means  of  Bringing  this  About,"  introduced  by  Mr.  Thomas  Beckett  (of  West 
Hartlepool)  in  a  most  eloquent  and  lucid  address,  which  was  styled  by  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Liddle)  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  contributions  ever  brought 
before  these  conferences.  It  evoked  a  useful  and  interesting  discussion.  The 
whole  of  the  societies  in  the  district  have  since  been  circularised  by  the 
Executive  Committee  on  the  question.  Resolutions  on  points  in  the  "Repre- 
sentation of  the  People  Bill''  and  the  "Education  Bill"  now  before  Parlia- 
ment were  passed  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  Government  officials  and 
local  members  of  Parliament,  receipt  of  which  was  duly  acknowledged  by 
them. 

At   these   conferences    the    average    attendance   was   105.      The  subjects 
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considered,  being  those  which  now  specially  affect  the  movement,  roused  lively, 
frank,  and  enlightening  discussions,  and  the  delegates,  and  through  them  the 
societies,  must  have  benefited  thereby. 

The  Women's  Guilds  have  been  active  during  the  year  and  taken  a 
considerable  interest  in  our  conferences,  as  shown  both  by  tdieir  large 
attendance  and  the  important  part  they  have  taken  in  the  discussions. 

Our  gratitude  is  due  to  those  societies  which  have  entertained  the  con- 
ferences and  provided  accommodation  for  the  Executive  meetings.  The 
hospitality  given  and  the  cordiality  displayed  were  highly  appreciated  by 
all  who  attended  the  meetings. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 

a. 


Beceipts.  & 

To    Cash    received   from    Sectional 

Office 28 


£28    1    4 


Expenditure.  &    s.  d. 

By  Conferences 16    7    1 

,,    Executive  Meetings 10  12    5 

„    Postage,  i&c 1    1  10 


£28    1    4 
R.  TuRNBULL,  Secretary. 


NORTHERN    SECTION    EDUCATIONAL    ASSOCIATION. 


We  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  and  approval  the 
annual  report  and  balance  sheet  for  the  year  1917. 

In  many  directions  the  scope  of  our  activities  has  been  interfered  with 
by  the  war.  Especially  has  this  been  so  in  regard  to  class  work.  In  the 
case  of  adults,  owing  to  the  numbers  called  up  for  military  service  and  the 
overtime  necessary  to  be  worked  by  those  at  home,  it  has  been  found  impos- 
sible to  organise  many  classes.  The  junior  classes,  too,  have  been  fewer  'n 
number,  due  chiefly  to  the  lighting  restrictions,  which  make  it  undesirable 
for  children  to  be  out  after  dark. 

Conferences. — During  the  year  four  conferences  have  been  held.  The  first 
at  Jarrow,  when  Mr.  J.  N.  Bell  (general  secretary  of  the  Labourers'  Union) 
addressed  the  delegates  on  "Reconstruction  after  the  War  from  the  Trade 
Union  point  of  view."  The  second  took  place  at  Shotley  Bridge,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Consett  Society,  when  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  spoke  on  "  The 
Educational  Programme  of  the  Union.'  The  third  was  held  at  Whitley  Bay, 
Mr.  A.  Stoddart  giving  an  address  on  "  The  Constitution  of  a  Local  Education 
Committee,  and  that  of  an  Executive  of  an  Education  Committees'  Associa- 
tion." This  was  followed  by  one  from  Miss  E.  M.  Bradley,  M.A.,  on  "The 
Literary  Portion  of  the  Survey  Report."  The  fourth  one  was  held  at  South 
Shields,  at  which  Mr.  Clayton  dealt  with  "The  Periodicals  and  Text  Books 
of  the  Co-operative  Movement." 

In  conjunction  with  the  Central  Education  Committee  and  the  Sectional 
Board,  a  series  of  three  conferences  were  arranged,  at  which  Mr.  Fisher's 
Education  Bill  was  discussed. 
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Each  conference  was  well  attended,  and  the  discussions  which  took  place 
helpful  to  those  responsible  for  carrying  on  the  educational  work  of  the 
societies  of  the  section. 

Week-end  School. — A  week-end  school  was  organised  at  Whitley  Bay 
towards  the  end  of  September.  The  proceedings  began  with  a  reception  on 
the  Friday  night.  On  Saturday  there  were  two  lectures  by  Mr.  Dogherty,  of 
Newcastle,  on  (a)  "What  Education  Should  Be"  and  (6)  "National  Educa- 
tion for  Adolescent  Adults  (Non- vocational)."  Miss  Bradley  also  delivered 
two  lectures,  the  subjects  of  which  were  (a)  "  The  Co-operative  Atmosphere 
in  Education  "  and  (b)  "  Educational  Programme  of  the  Co-operative  Union." 

There  was  an  average  attendance  at  each  lecture  of  about  60.  The 
whole  of  the  students  were  delighted  with  the  school,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  others  would  be  held  during  the  following  year. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Income.  £    s.    d. 

To  Balance  forward 107  19    4 

„  Subscriptions    56  12    3 


£164  11    7 


Expenditure.  JE    s. 

By  Subscriptions    9    2 

„  Conference  Expenses    12    2 

,,  Committee's  Fees  and  Fares  ....    8    2 

,,  Miscellaneous  Expenses 18  14 

,,  Balance  in  Bank 116    9 


£164  11    7 
W.    Clayton,   Secretary. 
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(4)     NOF^TH-WESTERN 

SECTION. 

Ten  meetings  of  the  Sectional  Board  have  teen  held  during 
which  the  attendance  has  been  as  follows  : — 

the  year,  at 

W.R.Blair 

Present. 

.      10      

.     10     

Sick.               On 

Deputation. 

E.  Booth    

J.  R.  Cunliffe    

.     10     

—      



W.  Dewhurst    

.       9     

—      

1 

S.  Fairbrother 

.     10     

—      

— 

S.  R.  Foster 

.     10     

—      



G.  Goodenough    

.       9     

—      

1 

J.  Greenwood    

.     10     

—      

— 

W.  Gregory  

F.  Hayward 

A.  Horricks   

.     10     

.       9     

.     10 

—      

1 

F.  Houghton 

.     10     

.     10     

—      

— 

J.  Johnston    

G.  Major 

J.  Morrell 

.       9     

.       5     

.       9     

1      

5     

1     

T.  Redfearn   

W.  Swindlehurst 

.       8     

—     

2 

J.  Thompson 

.     10     

.       9     

.     10     

—     

— 

T.  Way  

B.  Woolfenden 

Hon.  Members : — 

Present. 

Siak. 

Absent. 

G.J.Beckett 

.      —      

—      

10 

H.  Stuttard 

.       1     ..     —     9 

r  Congress  the  following  appointments  were 

Mr.  G.  Goodenough. 

At  the  first  meeting  held  afte 
made,  viz. : — 

Chairman : 

Vice-chairman :  Mr.  W.  Dewhurst. 

United  Board:    Messrs.  G. 
J.  Morrell. 

Goodenough,   P. 

Hayward,   G. 

Major,  and 

Office  Committee :  Messrs.  G. 

Goodenough  and  P.  Hayward. 

Education  Committee :  Messrs.  E.  Booth  and  S 

.  Fairbrother. 

Joint  Propaganda  Committee 

;  Messrs.  W.  Gregory  and  T.  Way. 
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North-Western  Educational  Committees'  Association  :  Mr.  B.  Woolfenden. 

Sectional  Propaganda  Committee :   Messrs.  W.   R.   Blair,  W.  Dewhurst, 
S.  R.  Foster,  A,  Horricks,  F.  Houghton,  J.  Johnston,  and  J.  Thompson. 

Choral  Association  :  Messrs.  W.  R.  Blair,  J.  R.  Cunlifie,  W.  Dewhurst, 
S.  Fairbrother,  and  W.  Gregory. 

In  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  your  consideration  and  adoption 
we  have  again  to  express  oiir  regret  at  not  being  able  to  give  the  visual 
statistical  information.  At  the  time  of  writing  we  are  not  even  in  a  position 
to  foretell  what  developments  have  been  nqiade,  either  in  membership  or 
trade,  but  from  a  casual  glance  at  the  few  returns  which  have  already  come 
to  hand  we  think,  notwithstanding  the  exceptional  circumstances  created 
by  the  war,  that  the  statistics  will  reveal,  when  published,  substantial 
increases. 

*  During  the  year  the  Sectional  Board  has  held  ten  meetings,  and  many 
matters  of  importance  affecting  the  movement  have  been  dealt  with.  In 
view  of  the  decision  of  the  S'w'ansea  Congress  and  the  Emergency  Con- 
ference, special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  question  of  Direct  Co- 
operative Representation  in  Parliament.  The  majority  of  the  district 
associations,  if  not  all,  have  also  discussed  this  important  question,  and 
resolutions  supporting  the  Political  Policy  have  in  several  cases  been  carried 
with  luianimity.  In  addition  to  Parliamentary  Representation  the  National 
Co-operative  Policy  and  Programme,  endorsed  by  the  delegates  attending 
the  Swansea  Congress,  has  been  dealt  with  during  the  year.  The  policy 
contains  many  important  features,  and  we  suggest  that  societies  should 
convene  meetings  of  members  in  order  to  secure  their  interest  and  active 
stipport.  Educational  committees  would  do  well  to  make  a  special  feature 
of  the  National  Policy  by  including  same  in  their  syllabus,  as  every  available 
avenue  should  be  sought  in  which  to  propagate  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  National  Policy. 

Direct  Co-operative  Parijamentaby  Representation. 

Direct  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  having  been  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress,  and  contiimed  by  the  Emergencj'^  Conference  held  in 
London  in  October  last,  societies  should  take  imnaediate  steps  to  organise 
their  forces  for  political  action.  A  list  of  co-operative  societies  in  each 
Parliamentary  Division  should  be  compiled  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  ccna- 
mittees  of  societies  should  arrange  meetings  with  the  view  to  forming  a  Par- 
liamentary Council  on  the  basis  laid  down  in  the  scheme  recently  adopted 
by  the  movement.  In  constituencies  where  one  Co-operative  society  only 
carries  on  operations  the  composition  of  the  local  Parliamentary  Council 
should  be  such  as  will  enlist  the  sympathy  and  support  of  an  able  and 
efficient  band  of  workers.  Theie  is  no  time  like  the  present  to  prepare  our 
plans  so  that  the  movement  may  be  ready  to  take  its  part  in  the  forthcoming 
General  Election  which,  we  are  told,  will  take   place  this  year.     Specimen 
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copies  of  rules  for  the  guidance  of  district  Parliamentary  committees  may 
be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Sectional  Secretary. 

On  8th  December  the  Board  held  a  joint  meeting  with  representatives 
from  the  various  conference  associations  to  discuss  the  scheme  of  Parlia- 
mentary Representation,  which  was  introduced  by  the  Sectional  Secretary. 

In  the  event  of  the  failure  in  any  area  of  any  society  or  societies  to  take 
the  preliminary  steps,  it  is  suggested  that  district  conference  associations 
should  take  the  initiative. 

It  is  desirable  when  committees  are  asking  the  members  for  grants  to 
carry  on  political  propaganda,  to  ask  for  one  inclusive  contribution  to  cover 
both  national  and  local  purposes.  For  national  purposes  £2  per  1,000  mem- 
bers is  recommended,  and  this  amount  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Central 
Office. 

Conferences. 

Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war  the  Board  has  not  convened  as  many 
sectional  conferences  as  usual.  The  first  was  held  at  Bradford  on  Saturday, 
22nd  September,  1917,  when  the  National  Policy  and  Programme  was 
introduced  by  Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.  (Adviser  of  Studies).  A  long  dis- 
cussion ensued  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  : — 

That  this  conference  of  representatives  from  societies  in  the  North- 
western  Section  welcomes  the   National   Co-operative   Policy 
prepared   by  the    Central    Board   of   the    Co-operative   Union 
Limited  (and  endorsed  by  the  Swansea  Congress),  and  recom- 
mends each  society  in  the  section  to  bring  the  details  of  such 
policy  prominently  before   its   members.     With  the   view  to 
further   development   of   co-operative   activity  after  the   war, 
it  specially  recommends  societies  to  take,  as  early  as  possible, 
the  necessary  steps  to  remove  all  restrictions  on  the  accumu- 
lation of  share  and  loan  interest,  and  to  consider  the  variovis 
points  suggested  in  the  policy  with  the  view  to  adopting  them. 
Under  the  joint  auspices  of  the'  Central  Education  Committee,  Educa- 
tional Committees'  Assoeu.tion,  and  the  Sectional  Board  two  special  con- 
ferences have  been  held,  one  at  Bolton  on  Saturday,  27th  October,  for  the 
Lancashire  societies,  and  the  other  at  Huddersfield  on  24th  November,  for 
the   Yorkshire   societies.     The   subject   for   consideration   was   Mr.   Fisher's 
Education  Bill,  and  a  strong  feeling  of  resentment  at  any  shelving  of  the 
Bill  was  expressed,  as  will  be  observed  by  the  following  resolution  which 
was  passed,  viz.  : — 

That,  in  the  interests  of  the  children,  we,  representing  co-operative 
societies  in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire,  protest  against  any 
shelving  of  the  Educational  Bill,  and  demand  that  it  shall  be 
passed  into  law  this  session. 
Further,  that  on  its  restoration  it  shall  be  strengthened  on  the 
following  points  : — (o)  Lessening  of  size  of  classes  in  the 
elementary  schools  ;    (6)  that  the  medical  service  should  have 
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compulsory  powers  ;    (c)  vocational  training  shall  not  be  begun 
before  eighteen  j^ears  of  age. 
Copies  of  the  resolution  were  sent  to  the   Prime  Minister,  the  Minister 
of  Education,  and  local  Members  of  Parliament 

With  the  view  to  securing  a  closer  unity  between  the  trade  union  and 
co-operative  movements  a  joint  conference  was  convened  by  the  Executive 
of  the  Manchester  District  Conference  Association  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Deienco  Association,  which  took  place  in  the  Mitchell  Memorial  Hall, 
Balloon  Street,  Manche'tpr,  on  Saturday,  27th  October.  All  trade  unions, 
trades  and  labour  councils,  and  uo-operative  societies  within  a  radius  of 
twelve  miles  of  the  city  were  invited  to  be  represented.  The  conference 
was  well  attended,  and  the  addresses  given  by  Messrs.  R.  Smillie  (President 
of  the  Miners'  Federation  of  Great  Britain),  and  H.  J.  May  (Secretary  of 
the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress),  who 
were  the  chief  sjieakers,  were  appreciated  by  all  present.  A  lengthy  and 
animated  discussion  took  place,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
without  a  single  dissentient  : — 

That   ihis   Joint   Conference   of   Trade-unionists   and   Co-operators 
welcomes   the    decision   of   both   the    Trades    Union   and    Co- 
operative Congresses  to  establish  a  close  working  alliance  to 
secure  the  common  aims  of  co-operation  and  trade-unionism 
in  respect   to   hours   of   labour,   wages,   housing,   educational 
opportunities   (both  technical   and  general),   and  the   promo- 
tion of  such  measures  as  will  secure  the  economic  emancipation 
of  the   worker.     It  therefore   calls   upon  the  two  movements 
to  make  every  effort  to  obtain  better  representation  of  the 
industrial  classes  in  Parliament  and  on  local  governing  bodies, 
and  suggests  that  the  executive  authorities  of  both  movements 
should  immediately  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to 
enable  the  two  movements  to  attain  these  objects. 
To   make   the   resolution  effective   we   earnestly  hope   that   all   trade- 
unionists  will  support  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  bring  more   closely 
together  all  progressive  forces  whose   objects  arc   in  accordance   with  the 
political  policy  adopted  by  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  annual  conference  for  the  consideration  of  sectional  and  district 
reports  was  held  at  Leeds,  on  Saturday,  20th  April,  under  the  auspices 
of   the  Leeds  Society. 

Our  thenks  are  due  to  the  societies  which  have  kindly  entertained  the 
conferences  during  the  year,  and  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  apprecia- 
tion of  the  hospitality  extended  to  the  delegates  on  each  occasion. 

Secretaries'  Conferences. 
jn  consequence  of  the  deyjletion  of  staffs  and  the  difficulties  under  wh'ch 
officials  of  societies  have  to  carry  on  their  duties,  the  usual  conferences  held 
for  the  benefit  of  secretaries  have  not  been  held.     We  hope,  however,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  such  gatherings  can  again  take  place. 
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Sectional  Demonstration. 
Although  no  sectional  demonstration  end  clioir  contest  has  been  held 
since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  we  are  glad  to  report  that  the  membership 
of  the  Choral  Association  has  been  well  maintained,  a  fn<;t  which  is  highly 
appreciated  by  the  committee.  It  is  unfortiuiate  that  the  operations  of 
the  Choral  Association  have  had  to  be  suspended,  but  we  are  looking  forward 
to  the  time  when  the  committee  caji  renew  its  activities  with  increased 
vigour  and  enthusiasm.  The  total  amoiuit  now  standing  to  the  credit  of 
the  Denaonstration  Fund  is  £392.  15s.  lid. 

BOUNDAKItS. 

Particulars  of  the  following  cases   (a)  and  (b),  which  have  now  been 
satisfactorily  settled,  were  given  in  our  previous  report,  viz.  : — 

(a)  Doncaster,  Goole,  Gainsborough,  Great  Grimsby,  and 
Scmithorpe  societies. 

(b)  Bolton  and  Eagley. 

(c)  Owing  to  the  continued  friction  and  ill-feeling  caused  by 
the  amalgamation  of  Salterforth  Society  vith  Colne,  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  reopen  negotiations.  In  response  to  a  com- 
munication received  from  the  federation  of  small  societies  in  North- 
East  Lancashire  another  sub-committee  was  appointed,  including 
representatives  from  the  North-East  liancashire  District  Executive 
to  meet  a  deputation  from  such  federation.  The  meeting  took 
place  in  the  Boardroom  of  the  Blackbiirn  Indvistrial  Society,  on 
Saturday,  12th  January,  when  it  was  tmanimously  agreed  that 
the  whole  of  the  case  should  be  reinvestigated.  Negotiations  are 
still  proceeding. 

Amalgamation  or  Federation, 
The  question  of  amalgamation  has  again  been  kept  to  the  front  and 
several  cases  have  been  dealt  with. 

(a)  Prestwich  and  Whitefield  and  Unsworth  societies.  Several 
joint  meetings  of  the  committees  of  these  societies  have  been  held, 
and  conditions  of  amalgamation  drawn  up.  The  bub-committee 
appointed  by  the  Sectional  Board  rendered  every  assistance  in 
drawing  up  these  conditions,  including  the  necessary  resolution  for 
submission  to  the  members  of  each  society.  S|  ecial  general  meet- 
ings in  each  case  were  diilj'  held,  but  owing  to  the  failiue  of  'S^'hite- 
field  and  Unsworth  Society  to  secxu-e  the  necessary  three -fourths 
majority  the  negotiations  came  to  an  unsatisfactory  terminatit  n. 
The  requisite  majority  was  obtained  at  the  Prestwich  meeting,  but 
in  view  of  the  result  of  the  Whitefield  meeting  no  further  steps 
were  taken. 

(6)  Stacksteads  and  Tunstead  societies.  Success  attended  our 
efforts  here,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  reorganisation  which 
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has  taken  place  through  the  amalgamation  is  giving  every  satis- 
faction in  the  district. 

(c)  Brooksbottoms,     and     Summerseat     and     Brooksbottoms. 
Our  effoi'ts  in  this  district  did  not  meet  with  success.     Joint  meet- 
ings  of   the   two   committees   were   convened,   and   conditions   of 
amalgamation  drawn  up,  but  on  the  special  general  meetings  of 
members   being  held,  the  resolution  to   amalgamate  was  lost   at 
each  place. 
We  must  realise  that  the  co-operative  movement  is  in  for  a  great  fight, 
and  that  forces  are  being  massed  against  us,  and  it  is  useless,  or  worse  than 
useless  to  sit   down  and  merely  try  to  retain  our  present  position.        If 
societies  are  to  successfully  witlostand  the  attacks  of  the  large   company 
firms,  it  is  essential,  especially  where  there  are  a  number  of  small  societies, 
to  consolidate  by  amalgamating  then-  forces,  and  forming  one  large  and  well 
organised  society.     Although  we  have  not  been  very  successful  diiring  the 
past   year  in  bringing  about   many  cases   of  amalgamation,   we   intend  to 
contmue  our  efforts. 

The  attempt  made  to  form  in  the  City  of  Manchester  a  Federation  of  Co- 
operative Societies  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  Co-operative  Emporium 
on  lines  similar  to  the  large  company  shops  has,  owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  war,  been  abandoned.  When  the  time  is  more  opportune,  however, 
we  hope  to  renew  our  activities  in  this  direction.  With  such  a  development 
there  arises  the  possibility  of  provision  being  made  for  a  Co-operative  Cafe, 
so  much  needed  in  Manchester,  and  the  opening  out  of  some  facilities  for 
co-operators  from  the  surroiuiding  districts  to  meet  together  on  their  visits 
to  the  city. 

Convalescent  Hom^s. 

(a)  Seasiclk  Home,  Blackpool. — ITie  attendance  at  this  home  during  the 
past  year  has  been  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

1916.  1917,         Dec. 

Recommends  received    1,432     ..     1,349      ..      82 

Extra  weeks      313      ..        275      ..      38 

These  figures  are  not  satisfactory,  but  no  doubt  the  increase  in  railway 
fares  is  mainly  responsible  for  the  position  of  affairs. 

The  average  cost  of  food  per  head,  including  the  staff,  has  been  9s.  l-5d., 
as  against  7s.  7-25  for  1916,  whilst  the  naaintenance  charges  have  averaged 
9s.  8'3d.  per  head,  as  against  8s.  l-Sd.  for  the  corresponding  period,  thus 
making  a  total  expense  per  head  of  18s.  9-8d.  There  has  consequently  been 
a  loss  on  the  working  of  the  home  of  £444.  5s.  2d.  Having  in  raind  the 
increased  price  for  recommends  for  the  present  year,  and  the  necessity  of 
rationing  those  who  go  to  the  home,  it  is  expected  that  the  position  will  be 
improved  dui-ing  1918. 

The  alterations  to  the  heating  apparatus,  which  consist  of  a  new  heating 
chamber  and  boiler,  are  now  complete,  and  aie  giving  satisfaction.     The 
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cost  of  these  alterations  is  £628.  4s.  Id.,  which  is  included  in" the  accounts. 
This  constitutes  an  additional  burden  on  capital  expenses. 

(b)  Inland  Home,  Otley. — 'This  home  was  reopened  to  convalescents 
in  April  last,  and  the  attendance  has  been  as  follows,  viz.  : — 

Recommends  received 188 

Extra  weeks  130 

Amoimt  received  from  Visitors £115  16s.  6d. 

The  average  cost  of  food  per  head  (inclusive  of  stafT)  has  been  8s.  8-9d., 
whilst  the  maintenance  charges  work  out  at  16s.  8-7d.,  or  a  total  cost  of 
25s.  5'4d.  The  loss  on  the  working  of  the  home  is  £.378.  Os.  5d.  This  is 
very  serioios,  and  would  indicate  that  unless  there  is  a  much  better  attendance 
diuing  the  coming  year  the  committee  may  have  to  seriously  consider  the 
position. 

The  financial  position  of  the  association  is,  unfortunately,  far  from 
satisfactory.  Surely,  if  the  members  of  the  societies  affiliated  with  the 
association  knew  this  they  would  be  willing  to  render  assistance.  We  there- 
fore trust  that  committees  will  bring  the  claims  of  the  association  before 
their   members. 

Jubilee  Congress. 
The  invitation  of  the  Manchester  societies  to  receive  and  entertain  the 
Jubilee  Congress  havmg  been  accepted  by  the  Swansea  Congress,  a  Reception 
Committee,  consisting  of  representatives  of  societies  in  the  city  and  sur- 
roimding  districts,  was  formed,  and  several  meetings  were  held.  At  the 
meeting  held  on  Saturday,  26th  January,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  being 
able  to  provide  luncheons  and  the  necessary  accommodation  for  the  delegates, 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

That,  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  catering  for  the  delegates  we  ask 
the  United  Board  to  postpone  Congress  until  n^t  year. 
Notwithstanding  this  resolution,  however,  the  United  Board  has  decided 
that  the  Congress  must  be  held.  In  consequence  of  this  decision  a  further 
meeting  of  the  Reception  Committee  was  held  on  16th  February,  but,  after 
a  full  and  free  disciission,  the  resolution  passed  at  their  previoiis  meeting 
was  reaffirmed  by  41  votes  to  31. 

To  help  us  out  of  the  difficulty  the  Liverpool  Society  kindly  came  forward 
with  an  invitation  to  hold  Congress  at  Liverpool,  which  was  unanimously 
accepted  by  the  United  Board.  The  Birkenhead  Society  afterwards  decided 
to  join  their  Liverpool  friends  in  entertaining  the  Congress,  and  steps  were 
taken  to  form  a  new  Reception  Committee  to  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments. The  Central  Hall,  Liverpool,  has  been  engaged  for  the  Congress  sittings, 
and  provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  delegates  to  have  luncheon  on  the 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  as  usual. 

Organisation  of  Allotment  Holders. 
The  Board  believe  that  useful  and  effective  propaganda  work  coulfl  be 
carried  on  amongst  the  allotment  holders,  who  are  numerous  in  every  town 
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and  village.  It  is  therefore,  suggested  that  societies  should  call  meetings 
of  allotment  holders  and  explain  how  it  is  possible  for  them  to  purchase 
co-operatively  seeds,  tools,  manures,  &c.,  and  provide  for  a  systematic 
marketing  of  surplus  products.  Societies  would  do  well  to  take  this  matter 
up  immediately,  as  the  allotment  movement  has  undoubtedly  come  to  stay. 

General. 

Despite  the  war  and  the  difficulties  in  securing  supplies,  three  new 
■-societies  have  been  formed  in  North  "Wales  at  Portnxadoc,  Penrhyn  Deu- 
draeth,  and  Llandegf an,  and  we  hope  they  will  have  a  successful  career. 

Hours  and  Wages  Boards  have  now  been  set  up  in  alnaost  every  district 
and  very  effective  work  has  been  accomplished.  With  the  view  to  uniformity 
the  Sectional  Board  met  representatives  from  each  Wages  Board  on  Saturday, 
13th  October,  when  the  following  resolutions  were  passed  : — 

(1)  That  craft  workers  employed  by  societies,  whether  organised 

in  the  A.U.C.E.  or  their  craft  organisations,  be  paid  not  less 
than  the  rates  of  wages  and  bonus  laid  down  as  the  minimum 
by  the  craft  union  for  the  district. 

(2)  That  females  should  be  paid  not  less  than  the  Congress  Female 

Scheme  with  a  suitable  war  bonus  to  meet  the  present  increased 
cost  of  living.  The  quesoion  as  to  their  position  and  status 
after  the  war  to  be  left  in  abeyance,  to  be  determined  according 
to  the  conditions  then  existing. 

(3)  That   the    methods   of   procedvire,   as   printed   in   the    Annual 

Sectional  Report  submitted  to  the  Swansea  Congress,  be 
adopted. 

(4)  That  the  question  of  the  advisability  or  otherwise  of  forming 

a  Federation  of  Wages  Board  be  referred  back  to  the  Sectional 

Board  for  further  consideration,  with  a  recommendation  that 

such  federation  consist  of  one  representative  from  each  wages 

board  in  the  section,  together  with  representation  from  the 

Sectional  Board. 

In  accordance  with  the  ternas  of  resolution  (4)  the  Sectional  Board  has 

reconsidered  the  question  of  a  federation,  and  recommend  that  in  view  of 

the  appointment   of   a  Labour  Adviser  there  is   no   necessity  for  such   a 

federation  to  be  formed.     It  is  therefore  suggested  that  in  lieu  of  a  federation 

it  be  an  instruction  that  should  circumstances  arise  affecting  the  whole  of 

the  wages  boards  thaL  a  conference  of    representatives  from  each  Board  be 

inunediately  held,  and  that  the  sub-conmxittee,  appointed  by  the  Sectional 

Board,  be  enapowered  to  call  a  meeting  when  necessary. 

The  Sectional  Board,  at  its  meeting  on  8th  December  last,  passed  the 
following  resolution,  viz. : — 

That  this  Board  expresses  itself  in  favour  of  the  Survey  Committee 
considering  the  advisability,  or  otherwise,  of  the  appointment  of  a 
permanent  executive  for  the  Co-operative  Union. 
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In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  question  we  invite  a  full  and  frank 
discussion. 

The  following  societies  have  joined  the  Union  during  the  present  year, 
viz.  : — Lepton  Town  Bottom,  Rochdale  Provident,  Small  bridge  Conservative, 
and  Tidoswell.  The  total  amoimt  of  the  subscriptions  received  for  1917  is 
£7,540.  9s.  lOd.,  an  increase  of  £503.  178.  9d  over   the   previous  year. 

Obituary. 
During  the  year  the  following  well-known  co-operators,  viz.  : — Messrs. 
J.  Dickinson ^Dalton),  and  J.  Nuttall  (late  manager  of  Eccles  Society)  have 
passed  from  our  ranks,  and  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  appreciation 
of  the  services  which  they  have  rendered  to  the  movement.  "  A  good  life 
Is  often  too  short,  but  a  good  name  endureth  for  ever." 

G.  Good  ENOUGH,  Chairman. 
J,  Bradshaw,  Secretary. 


Reports  of  North -Western  Section  and  Districts.  441 

REPORTS   OF   THE   DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS. 

No    1. — AlREDAIiE. 

Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  E.  Hyde,  Windhill. 
„    J.  Noble,  Great  Horton. 
„    H.  Whalley,  Denholme. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Gration  (chairman),  Leeds. 
„   M.  Hopwood  (secretary),  Bradford. 
„   J.  Brooke,^ Keighley. 
„   A.  Firth,  City  of  Bradford. 

Representative  on  the  Sectional  Board  :  Mr.  S.  R.  Foster,  Bingley. 

In  presenting  our  report  for  1917  we  beg  to  say,  as  being  part  of  the 
largest  body  in  the  country  organised  for  food  distribution,  that  our  move- 
ment has  been  studiously  ignored  hitherto  by  the  povi^ers  that  be.  Certainly 
the  limited  shortage  of  1916  developed  into  a  general  shortage  during  the 
past  year  and  made  the  task  of  distribution  a  very  arduous  one,  still  there 
is   much  that   co-operators   can   complain   about. 

We  feel  that  our  societies  have  done  their  best  under  very  trying  con- 
ditions, and  deserve  much  credit  ;  but  we  still  regret  that  the  prospect  is 
studded  with  difficulties  and  will  need  considerable  tact  and  patience  to 
surmount. 

We  look  to  the  promised  National  Rationing  Scheme,  when  put  into 
operation,  to  at  least  mitigate  many  of  the  faults  of  the  patchwork  methods 
at  distribution  hitherto  tried',  at  least  we  hope  so. 

As  usual  we  have  held  four  conferences  during  the  year.  The  first 
one  was  held  at  Great  Horton,  when  Mr.  Hodgson  (manager  of  the  local 
society)  read  Mr.  W.  W.  Whittle's  paper  on  "  Dividend." 

The  second,  which  was  the  annual  meeting,  was  held  at  Binglej', 
when  Mr.  N.  H.  Cooper  (Manchester)  read  Alderman  F.  Hayw^ard's  paper 
on  "  Co-operators  and  Income  Tax." 

The  third  conference  was  held  at  Guiseley,  when  Mr.  Whalley  (Execu- 
tive) read  the  Union's  paper  on  "  A  National  Co-operative  Policy  and  a 
National  Co-operative  Programme  for  the  Congress  Year  1917-18." 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Queensbury,  when  Mr.  Ellis  Jagger 
read  Mr.  D.  Mc.Innes'  paper,   "Farming  and  Distributive  Societies." 

The  conferences  have  been  well  attended  and  the  discussion  was 
invariably  of  a  practical  character. 

The  executive  has  held  seven  meetings  during  the  year.  The  scheme 
for  Co-operative  Representation  in  Parliament  and  on  public  bodies  has 
claimed  a  large  part  of  attention  during  the  latter  part  of  the  past  year, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  much  progress  has  been  made  at  least  in  an 
initial  way  towards  that  end. 

Co-operative  farming  is  also  engaging  the  attention  of  the  executive, 
and  we  feel  that  the  time  has  come  when  the  societies  could  with  advantage 
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look  to  their  own  resources  for  a  greater  meaeure  of  their  food  supplier. 
In  suitable  areas,  through  the  formation  of  a  federation  of  distributive 
societies  for  the  production  and  distribution  of  agricultviral  products,  large 
possibilities  await  the  movement  if  intelligently  handled. 


The  following  is  the  finaDcial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.                        £  s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand  Ist  Jan.,  1917 6  0  0 

„  Cash  from   North-Western  Sec- 
tional Board 14  7  8 


£20    7    8 


Expenditure.  £  s.   d. 

By  Executive  Meetings    4    4    3 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings.  4  18  11 

„  Joint  Meeting 1  11    6 

,,  General  Printing 0    5    0 

„   Postages 0  16    0 

„  Secretary's  Honorarium  2  12    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917. ...  600 


£20    7    8 


Local  Fund. 


Receipts.  £    s. 

ToCash  in  hand,  1st  Jan.,  1917 6  13 

„  Bradford  Men's  Guild   0    2 

„  Women's  Guild  Expenses — 

Airedale  0    3 

Leeds 3    3 

Keighley 1  10 

Windhill  1    0 


£12  11    5 


Expenditure.  £  s.  d. 

By  Mr.  Holden's  Funeral  0  8    6 

„  Delegation  (A.  Firth) 0  5    6 

„  Swansea  Congress  (A.  Firth) 3  0    0 


Cash  in  band,  Slet  Dec,  1917. 


.    8  17    6 
£12  11    5 


Hours  and  Wages  Board. 


Receipts.  £  s.  d, 
To  Cash  from— 

Bradford 1    0  0 

Keighley 10  0 

Windhill 10  0 

Great  Horton   0  10  0 

Birkenshaw  0  10  0 

Rawdon 0  10  0 

Queensbury 0  10  0 

Haworth 0  10  0 

Thornton   0  10  0 

Bingley   0  10  0 

Skipton  0  10  0 

Harrogate 0  10  0 

Wilsden 0    5  0 

Clayton  0    6  0 

Buttershaw  0    6  0 

Denholme 0    4  0 

„  Cash  due,  1917 0  13  2 


£9    2    2 


Expenditure.  £    b.    d. 

By  Executive  Meetings   1    7    6 

,  Conciliation  Board  Meeting    0    2    6 

,  Deputations  0  15    0 

,  „  Fees  and  Fares 0  16    1 

,  Joint  Meeting,  Manchester 0    7    6 

,  „  Fees  and  Fares  ..200 

,  General  Printing 2    2    0 

,  Postages 1    5    4 

,  Teas 0    6    3 


£9    2    2 
M.  HoPWOOD,  Secretary. 
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No.  2.— Bolton. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Thomas  Barlow  (chairman),  Farn- 

worth. 
„    Jas.  Monks  (secretary),  96,  Penning- 
ton Road,  Great  Lever,  Bolton. 

Mrs.  S.  Smith,  Bolton. 


Mr.  A.  G.  Richardson,  Radcliffe. 
„    John  T.  Neajih,  Walkden. 
„    Thos.  H.  Orrell,  Horwich. 
,,    Ernest  Wallwork,  Westhoughton. 
„    Henry  Jackson,  Wigan. 


Educational  Committees'  Representative  :  Mr.  John  Seed,  Bolton. 

Sectional  Representative  :  Mr.  S.  Fairbrother,  Bolton. 

• 
It  is  again  our  duty  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  our  past  year's  work. 
This  has  been  continued  under  great  difficulties,  and  societies  have  been 
much  harassed  by  the  scarcity  of  supplies.  Your  executive  have  been  alive 
to  the  situation,  and  have  pressed  the  Food  Controller,  also  Members  of 
Parliament,  to  consider  the  just  claims  of  co-operation,  though  we  are  afraid 
these  efforts  have  not  met  with  the  success  they  deserved.  Our  thanks 
are  due  to  our  co-operative  friends  who  are  so  nobly  upholding  the  best 
traditions  of  the  movement  by  their  self-sacrifice  in  the  various  fields  of 
the  war.  With  those  who  have  lost  their  husbands  and  sons,  our  sympathy 
goes  out  to  them.  With  those  who  are  left  at  home  to  "  carry  on  "  we 
would,  with  all  the  force  of  our  power,  urge  them  to  do  their  duty  nobly 
in  the  cause  of  co-operation.  We  want,  at  a  time  like  this,  especially  to 
show  our  loyalty  to  the  movement,  which  has  done  so  much  for  the  working 
classes  of  this  country.  Now  is  the  time  for  action,  and  it  depends  on  what 
we  as  individuals  are  prepared  to  do  by  concerted  action  whether  co-opera- 
tion will  come  out  triumphantly  in  the  great  crisis  through  which  we  are 
passing.  Your  executive  have  therefore  wisely  placed  the  question  of 
Education  in  the  forefront  during  the  past  year.  The  conferences  have 
been  marked  by  a  zeal  surpassing  former  years,  and  we  cannot  think  that 
our  gatherings  have  been  in  vain.  The  enthusiasm  shown  at  our  meetings 
must  have  been  carried  back  to  the  societies  and  stimulated  committee-men 
to  still  greater  efforts  in  the  cause.  We  go  forward  with  hopes  for  the  future, 
and  trust  that  when  the  arms  of  war  are  laid  down  we  shall  see  that  our 
armour  is  in  good  order  and  quite  ready  to  be  used  in  times  of  peace  for 
the  advancement  and  true  liberties  of  the  people.  We  cannot  afford  to 
slacken  our  efforts  one  bit,  for  the  powers  that  are  being  used  against  us 
are  strong,  and  it  will  require  the  combined  efforts  of  every  one  worthy  the 
name  of  co-operator  to  break  down  the  mighty  forces  ranged  against  us. 
We  can  do  it  if  co-operators  to  themselves  will  still  be  true. 

We  have  held  four  conferences  and  five  executive  meetings  during  the 
year,  whilst  the  Wages  and  Hours  Board  have  held  several  meetings. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  Wigan,  when  Professor  Hall  read  his 
paper  entitled  "  The  Economic  Results  of  the  War  and  their  Effect  upon 
the  Co-operative  Movement." 
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The  second  conference  was  held  at  Radcliffe,  when  Mr.  S.  Fairbrother 
read  a  paper  on  "  Should  Co-operators  seek  Direct  Representation  in 
Parliament  ?  " 

The  third  conference  took  place  at  Hindley.  Miss  E.  M.  Bradley,  M.A., 
introduced  the  question  of  Mr.  Fisher's  "  New  Educational  Programme." 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Famworth,  when  Mr.  H.  Jackson 
introduced  the  question  of  "A  National  Co-operative  Policy." 

We  would  again  urge  all  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  association.  The  executive  will  consider  it  a  favour  to  receive  from 
societies  suggestions  that  will  enable  them  to  be  of  greater  visefulness  to 
societies  in  the  ^listrict. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.                         £    s.  d. 
To  Cagh  in  hand,  Ist  January,  1917..    6    0  0 
,,  Cash   from    North-Western    Sec- 
tional  Board    16  10  1 


£2i  10    1 


Expenditure.  £    g.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings    7    2  11 

„  Conferences  and  other  Meetings    7    7    8 

,,  Joint  Meeting   ]  19    6 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917 6    0    0 


Local  Fund. 


Receipts 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917 
„  Subscriptions  from  Societies  . . , 


Audited — 

W.  Bentlet 


£ 
12 
11  10 


3.  d. 
9    0 


f 23  19    0 


£21  10    1 


£  s.  d. 


Expenditure. 
By  attendance  at— 

Conferences 2  17    9 

Congress 6    0    0 

Wages  and  Hours  Board  . .     19    8 

„   Postages 0  19    6 

,,   Honorarium,  Secretary  W.  &  H. 

Board    10    0 

,,   Secretary's  Salary 2    0    0 

,,   Balance   in    t-ecretary's   hands, 

31st  Dec,  1917  9  12    1 


£23  19    0 
James  Monks,   Secretary. 


No.  3. — Calderdalb. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  Pickles  (chairman),  Cornholme.  I  Mr.  J.  Thorp,  Halifax. 
„    A.     Binns    (secretary),    20,    Dean       ,,    Charles  Wood,  Rastrick. 
Lane,  Sowerby,  Sowerby  Bridge.       „    Wm.  Swain,  Todmorden. 
„    T.  Ellison,  Hebden  Bridge.  I  Mrs.  M.  Johnson,  Sowerby  Bridge. 

Representative  on  Sectional  Board :  Mr.  Jos.  Greenwood,  Hebden  Bridge. 

The  year  with  all  the  doubtful  forebodings  has  come  and  gone,  ajid  in 
spite  of  the  many  difficulties,  inside  and  outside  the  shops,  we  may  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  matters  are  no  worse.  Inconvenience,  diminished 
supplies,  are  now  the  order  of  the  day,  which  must  reflect  itself  when  next 
the  returns  are  made.  Pressing  questions  are  affecting  co-operators  at 
the  moment,  the  salvation  of  which  must  come  from  ourselves  and  in  a 
practical  manner. 
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On  Saturday,  17th  February,  1917,  mider  the  auspices  of  the  Halifax  « 
Industrial  Society,  Mr.  May's  paper  entitled  "  Income  Tax  and  Excess  Profits 
Duty  "   was   under  discussion,   and  was  handled   in   a  most  praiseworthy 
manner  by  the  delegates  present. 

For  the  annual  conference  at  Sowerby  Bridge  we  had  a  representative 
from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Bank  to  explain  the  principles 
of  banking  and  its  relation  to  societies.  Nuraerous  questions  were  asked  ; 
in  fact  societies  which  had  doubts  about  their  banking  (always  important,) 
went  back  to  their  societies  thoroughly  well  satisfied. 

From  here.  Bridge  End,  Todmorden,  fills  the  gap  on  17th  November, 
to  discuss  "  The  Entry  of  Co-operators  into  Political  Life,"  the  subject  being 
handled  by  Mr.  Swain,  the  society's  president.  Quite  an  historical  resume 
was  given  of  "  The  March  of  Democracy,"  with  the  result  that  a  real  breezy 
discussion  took  place, 

In  conclusion,  the  outlook  for  the  co-operative  movement  is  to  part 
with  the  old  shibboleth  and  concentrate  upon  one  factor,  viz.,  "  That 
co-operation  must  be  interwoven  into  all  the  ramifications  of  life." 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917.  .600 
,,   Cash   from   North-Western   Sec- 
tional Board 13    2    6 


Expenditure.  £  s.  A 

By  Executive  Meetings  4    4  6 

„  Conferences  and  other  Meetings.  5  18  7 

„  Joint  Meeting   Oil  9 

,,  Postages 0    7  8 

„  Secretary's  Honorarium   2    0  0 

,,  Cash  in  hand  31st  Dec,  1917 6    0  0 


£19    2    ( 

Local   Fund. 


£19    2    6 


Receipts.  £   s.    d 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. .     4  11    8 

,,  Interest    0    2  11 

£4  14    7 


Expenditure.  £    a.  d. 

By  Conference  (Bridge  End) 1  10    0 

„  Balance  in  hand,  3l8t  Dec,  1917..    3    4    7 


£4  14    7 
A.  BnsTNS,  Secretary. 


No.  4. — Cheshire  and  North  Wales. 
Executive  Committee. 


St. 


Mr.    W.    Cheetham    (chairman) 

Helens. 
Councillor  Wright  (secretary) ,  56,  Duke 

Street,  Southport. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Beeston,  Liverpool. 

Representative  from  the  Co-operative  Union  :  Mr.  W.  E.  Blair,  Liverpool. 


Mr.  C.  W.  Pawcett,  Euabon, 
,,    J.  Jarman,  Warrington. 
„    W.  Read,  New  Brighton. 
„    W.  Williams,  Chester. 


With  very  few  exceptions  all  the  societies  in  the  district  are  piospering. 
There  are  a  few  village  societies,  however,  not  so  fortunate  and  they  are 
giving  the  executive  much  anxiet5\  As  a  rule,  although  the  villages  are 
small   and  in  close  proximity  to   each  other  yet  they  are  sell -contained, 
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separate  and  distinct.  This  being  so,  societies  were  formed  there, 
but  time  has  proved  that  the  working  expenses  of  each  society  are  too 
lieavy  to  be  borne,  and  the  executive  are  carefully  considering  the  avdis- 
ability  of  advocating  the  amalgamation  of  several  societies  to  form  one 
large  society,  but,  as  a  preliminary  it  may  be  found  prudent  to  proceed  with 
the  amalgamation  by  groups.  Some  districts  are,  of  course,  more  isolated 
than  others,  and  in  three  such  cases,  Port  Madoc,  Penrhyn-Deudraoth,  and 
Llandegfan,  near  Menai  Bridge,  a  society  has  been  formed  in  each  of  them, 
two  of  which  are  progressing  very  well  indeed,  but  in  the  case  of  Port  Madoc, 
although  over  £200  capital  has  been  subscribed,  and  is  deposited  in  the 
bank,  nothing  much  further  can  be  done  at  present  owing  to  an  unfortunate 
delay  which  occurred  when  the  registration  scheme  was  being  put  into 
operation. 

Conferences. 

These  have  been  very  well  attended,  not  only  by  delegates  from  the 
societies,  but  by  the  guilds  and  educational  committees,  and  the  conference 
papers  have  been  re-read  and  discussed  at  many  of  their  subsequent  meetings. 
Although  there  is  no  doubt  that  much  good  is  derived  from  the  conferences, 
yet  it  is  a  debatable  point  whether  they  should  be  continued  as  at  present 
constituted  owing  to  the  restricted  railway  service,  and  the  stringent 
rationing  regulations.  The  delegates  left  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  who  have  decided  to  hold  the  May  conference  despite  the 
difficulties. 

The  first  conference  was  held  in  C4arston  on  19th  May,  1917,  when  the 
joint  paper  by  Mr.  Thompson  (Sectional  Board)  and  Mr.  Bradshaw  (Sectional 
Secretary)  was  read  on  "  Is  it  desirable  or  expedient  for  Co-operatore  to  be 
Directly  Represented  in  Parliament  ?  "  Upon  a  vote  being  taken  there 
was    an   overwhelming    majority   against   direct    representation. 

At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  25th  August,  1917,  at  Penmaenmawr, 
for  the  special  convenience  ot  delegates  from  societies  in  isolated  districts 
of  North  Wales,  the  district  secretary  read  a  paper,  under  the  title  of  "  Our 
Annual  Stocktaking,"  in  which  he  pointed  out  what  seemed  to  him  matters 
requiring  the  immediate  attention  of  co-operators  generally,  but  more 
especially  of  the  committees  and  members  of  the  societies  in  that  associa- 
tion. 

The  ballot  resulted  in  the  re-election  of  the  executive,  and  the  imopposed 
return  of  the  district  secretary  for  the  thirtieth  time. 

The  third  conference,  held  in  Liverpool  on  24th  November,  1917,  con- 
sidered a  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Blair  (sectional  representative)  on  "The 
Survey  Committee's  Report  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
and  the  Co-operative  Press."  A  resolution  was  also  adopted  asking  the 
Ministry  of  Food  "  to  withdraw  the  new  proposals  re  regulation  of  sugar 
supplies  by  means  ot  individual  coupons  as  being  imnecessary  and  lui work- 
able. 
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"  Direct  Representation "  was  discussed  at  the  fourth  conference 
convened  at  Warrington  on  2.Srd  February,  1918,  arising  out  of  a  paper 
read  by  Mr.  Sherburn  (Warrington)  on  "  Direct  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation of  Co-operators  :   Why  ?  and  How  ?  " 

A  resolution  was  passed  asking  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  immediately 
put  into  force  a  national  compulsory  system  of  rationing  of  essential  food- 
stuffs, for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  equitable  distribution  thereof  amongst 
all  classes  of  the  community." 

Executive  Meetings 

have  been  regularly  held  midway  between  the  conferences,  and  the  result 
of  their  deliberations  given  to  the  subsequent  conference.  The  burning 
questions  of  the  hour  have  always  received  careful  consideration  and  over 
twenty  Members  of  Parliament  written  to,  or  interviewed.  Probably  the 
effect  of  this  revealed  itself  when  the  "  Excess  Profits  Tax  "  was  debated 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  a  change  of  tone  adopted.  Coimcils  are 
being  formed  in  various  districts  to  further  the  cause  of  direct  representation 
— local  as  well  as  Parliamentary. 

Hours  and  Wages  Board. 

P'ourteen  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  year,  in  eight  of  which 
deputations,  in  regard  to  increases  in  wages  and  bon\is  were  received  and 
the  disputes  adjudicated  upon.  The  object  kept  in  view  has  been  the 
amelioration  of  the  social  condition  of  the  employees,  as  well  as  the  resisting 
of  all  exorbitant  demands. 

The  delegates  have  greatly  appreciated  the  district  secretary's 
cyclostyled  returns  prepared  for  each  conferencb,  as  by  thorn  comparisons 
in  the  progress  of  the  societies  can  readily  be  seen. 

The  executive  are  deeply  indebted,  and  heartily  accord  their  thanks, 
to  the  societies  which  have  so  generously,  and  often  at  very  great  incon- 
venience, entertained  the  conferences,  and  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  for  the  continued  permission  to  use  their  offi.ee  in  Liverpool  for  the 
executive  meetings. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Keceipts.                         £  s.  d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. .    6    0  0 
,,  Cash  from   North-Western   Sec- 
tional Board 57  10  8 


Expenditure.  £   s.  A. 

By  Executive  Meetings  10    5  10 

,,  Conferences  and  other  meetings .  25    4    4 

,,  Joint  Meetings,  Ac 1  18    9 

,,  Special  Propaganda 4  16    9 

,,  Deputations   0  17  11 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium   2    0    0 

,,  Stationery  and  Printing 0  13    8 

,,  Postages 1  19    5 

,,  Postage,  Stationery,  Printing,  Ac, 

for  Hours  a.nd  Wages  3oard  . .  9  14    5 

„  Cash  in  hand,  81st  Dec,  1917 6    0    0 


jees  10    8    I  £63  10    8 

Robert  Whioht,  Secretary. 
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No.  5. — Dewsbuky. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  Kershaw  (chairman),  Batley. 
„    T.  H.  Thomson,    J.P.    (secretary), 

Dewsbury. 
„   S.  Hall,  Cleckheaton. 


Mr.  T.  Gill,  Wakefield. 
„     George  Lucas,  Ossett. 
„     R.  B.  Liley,  Horbury. 
„    E.  Stansfield,  Morley. 

Representative  on  Sectional  Board:  Mr.  Thos.  Way,  Wakefield. 


Four  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year,  the  interest  in  which 
has  been  well  maintained,  and  the  attendances  have  in  every  case  been 
satisfactory. 

Societies  in  the  district  are  beginning  to  show  the  effects  of  the  shortage 
of  provisions  by  a  sc>me\vhat  serious  drop  in  the  sales  in  the  departments 
affected. 

This,  the  executive  are  convinced,  is  only  a  temporary  setback,  and 
will  right  itself  quickly  as  soon  as  things  become  normal. 

The  February  conference  was  held  on  the  10th  at  Ravensthorpe,  when 
Mr.  Lander  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  read  his  paper,  "  The  Develop- 
ment of  Co-operative  Production  and  the  Supply  of  Raw  Materials."  The 
discussion  which  followed  was  chiefly  directed  towards  a  more  forward 
policy  on  the  part  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  Mr.  Lander,  in 
reply,  pointed  out  the  many  difficulties  with  which  they  were  faced  from 
time  to  time,  and  held  that  great  progress  had  been  made  during  the  past 
few  years  towards  enlarging  the  field  of  co-operative  production,  both  by 
the  acquisition  of  land,  the  opening  up  of  new  works,  and  the  extension 
of  existing  plant. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Horbury  on  19th  May,  when  Pro- 
fessor F.  Hall  read  his  paper  No.  2,  "  The  Development  of  Co-operation 
and  the  Supply  of  Raw  Materials."  Here,  again,  disappointment  was 
expressed  at  the  small  amoiuit  of  progress  made  and  the  need  for  a  larger 
outlook  both  on  the  part  of  the  leaders  and  the  rank  and  file. 

On  18th  August  the  conference  was  held  at  Wakefield,  when  Mr.  James 
Thompson  (Sectional  Board)  read  the  paper  prepared  by  Messrs.  Bradshaw 
and  Thompson,  entitled  "  Is  it  Desirable  or  Expedient  for  Co-operators 
to  be  Directly  Represented  in  Parliament  ?  "  The  resolution  contained 
in  the  paper  was,  after  a  lengthy  discussion,  carried  unanimously.  The 
executive,  in  order  to  test  the  feeling  of  boards  of  management  on  the  matter 
of  subscrijJtions  to  the  Parliamentary  Fund,  called  a  special  conference 
on  26th  September,  to  w'hich  only  boards  of  management  were  asked 
to  send  delegates,  eighteen  societies  representing  63,309  members  sent 
delegates.  Five  societies  representing  4,120  members  did  not  attend.  The 
subject  was  discussed  fully  and  the  following  resolution  carried  : — 

That  this  conference  strongly  advises  societies  to  so  amend  their 
rules,  where  necessary,  as  will  enable  them  to  subscribe  to 
the  proposed  Parliamentary  and  local  representation  fund. 
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The  conference  on  lOth  November  was  held  at  Batley  under  the  auspicee 
of  the  West  Yorks.  Coal  Federation.  Mr.  Thos.  Gill,  the  executive  delegate 
to  the  Enaergency  Conference  in  London,  gave  a  report  of  the  proceedings 
thereat,  after  which  Mr.  Geo.  Goodenough  gave  a  full  account  of  the  inter- 
view with  Mr.  Lloyd  George  and  Lord  Rhondda.  The  reports  were  dis- 
cussed and  it  was  decided  to  adjourn  the  further  consideration  of  the  question 
of  representation  until  the  next  conference. 

The  Members  of  Parliament  representing  constituencies  touched  by 
our  societies'  operations  have  been  interviewed  during  the  year  on  the 
question  of  Income  Tax  and  Excess  Profits,  and  the  executive  are  satisfied 
that  the  true  position  of  co-operators  in  relation  to  both  subjects  is  fvilly 
understood  by  all  of  them,  and,  judging  by  their  assurances  to  the  delegates, 
no  unfriendly  action  is  likely  to  be  taken  by  them. 

The  various  productive  works  have  made  satisfactory  progress  during 
the  year,  although  in  some  cases  the  growing  shortage  of  materials  is  likely 
to  adversely  affect  them  in  the  near  future.  We  trust  that  before  another 
annual  report  is  due  that  peace  will  reign  and  business  be  resumed  under 
more  stable  conditions. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings   9  18  6 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings  .  15  19  8 

,.  Propaganda  Meeting 0    9  0 

„  Stationery,  &c 0    8  6 

,,  Postages 0    6  1 

Hours  and  Wages  Board 0  12 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  l^t  January,  1917  ..600 
,,  Cash  from  North-Western    Sec- 
tional Board 27  14    3 


Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917  . . 


6    0 


£33  14    3 

Local  Fund. 


X33  14    3 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 

To  Balance  from  1916  8    9    9 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies 8    8    0 


£16  17    9 


Expenditure.  £    s.   d. 
By  r'ongress  Delegate's  Pjxpenses  ..400 

.,  Income  Tax  Meetings   0  10    0 

„  District  Conferences  0  19  10 

„  Emergency   Conference  —  Dele- 
gate's Expenses     5    0    0 

„  Postage  and  Carriage 0  12    6 

,,  Cash  in  hand 5  15    5 

£16  17    9 

T.  H.  Thomson,  Secretary. 


No.  6. — East  Yorkshire. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  G.  Goodenough  (president),  Castle- 
ford. 
„     Jos.  Nicholson  (secretary)  York. 
„     B.  Webster,  Leeds. 
,,     Geo.  Wilson,  Beverley. 


Mr.  F.  Bradley,  Selby. 
„     T.  Kirby,  Market  Weighton. 
„     T.  C.  Collier,  Scarborough. 
„     W.  Mellor,  Kippax. 
„     H.  Knight,  Hull. 


Representative  from  Central  Board  :  Mr.  G.  Goodenough,  Castleford. 
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In  presenting  our  report  for  1917  we  beg  to  say  that,  in  spite  of  the 
unparalleled  difficulties  through  which  we  are  passing,  the  societies  in  the 
district  have  fully  justified  the  confidence  of  their  members.  The  scarcity 
of  commodities  has  greatly  inflated  prices,  but  the  movement  has  served  as 
a  steadying  influence  to  the  benefit  of  its  members  as  well  as  the  public 
generally. 

During  the  year  the  executive  have  had  three  meetings,  all  of  which 
have  been  at  York,  as  it  was  foimd  to  be  a  more  convenient  centre  to  get 
at  owing  to  the  restricted  railway  facilities. 

Three  conferences  have  been  held  and  the  subjects  taken  were  those 
of  great  importance  to  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  first  was  held  at  Kippax,  when  Mr.  Goodenough  (Central 
Board)  introduced  the  subject  for  discussion,  "  A  Definite  Policy  of  Actual 
and  Proposed  Taxation  of  Co-operative  Trade." 

The  second  conference  was  held  in  York  on  24th  Aijgust,  when  T.  H. 
Gill,  J. P.  (president  of  the  local  society),  gave  a  spirited  address  in  support 
of  the  Swansea  Congress  resolution,  and  strongly  urged  the  need  of  direct 
Parliamentary  representation. 

The  third  of  the  series  was  also  held  in  York  on  20th  October,  when 
the  "  Draft  Scheme  for  Parliamentary  Representation  "  was  taken  for  the 
afternoon's  discussion. 

The  conferences  were  well  attended  and  the  delegates  entered  very 
ftilly  in  the  discussions  on  the  various  subjects.  The  Excess  Profits  Duty 
being  strongly  objected  to  as  an  unfair  assessment,  whilst  means  to  avoid 
it,  as  well  as  to  recover  what  had  already  been  paid,  were  considered,  and 
resolutions  thereon  sent  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  well  as  to 
the  various  M.P.'s  in  the  district.  The  decisions  re  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation had  the  approval  of  the  delegates  attending,  who  were  of  the 
unanimous  opinion  that  whatever  the  movement  wanted  doing  it  must 
see  to  it  that  it  had  its  omti  representatives  at  Westminster. 

The  executive  desire  to  express  their  appreciation  of  the  generosity 
of  the  York  Society  in  providing  accommodation  for  the  whole  of  the  con- 
ferences and  executive  meetings. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Keceipts.                         &  b.  d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. .    6  0  0 
,,      ,,      from    North-Western  Sec- 
tional Board 29  1  7 


£35    1    7 


Expenditure.                     S,    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings    9  15  1 

„  Conferences  and  other  Meetings.  16  19  5 

„  Postages 0    7  1 

„  Secretary's  Honorarium  2    0  0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917 6    0  0 


je35    1    7 


Local  Fund. 


Eeceipts.  &    s.    d. 

Received  from  Societies,  1917 6  10    0 


£6  10    0 


Expenditure.  S,    s.    d. 

Balance  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917 6  lU    0 

£6  10    0 
J.  Nicholson,  Secretary. 


Mr.  Joseph  Bland,  Huddersfield. 
„     H.  Tinkler,  Marsden. 
„     J.  Raisey,  Close  Hill. 
„     W.  Buckley,  Hillhouse. 
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No.  7. — Huddersfield. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  E.  Booth  (chairman),  Wooldale. 
„    L.    Matthews    (district    secretary), 

207,  Leeds  Road  N.,  Huddersfield. 
„    J.    Pogson    (statistical     secretary), 

Beaumont  Street,  Netherton. 
„    P.     Ellis     (treasurer),     3,     College 

Street,  Crosland  Moor. 

Representative  on  Sectional  Board  :  Mr.  E.  Booth,  Wooldale,  near  Huddersfield. 

Representative  on  Educational  Committees'  Association  :  Mr.  J.  S.  Armitage,  J.P. 
7,  Lidget  Street,  Lindley,  Huddersfield. 

Six  conferences  and  four  executive  meetings  have  been  held  during 
the  year.  The  attendances  at  the  conferences  has  been  very  good.  Below 
is  a  summary  of  them. 

The  first  conference  was  held  on  Saturday,  28th  April,  1917,  in  the 
Baptist  Schoolroom,  Meltham,  Mr.  G.  H.  Holroyd  in  the  chair.  Mr.  James 
Thompson  read  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  Bradshaw  and  himself,  "  Is  it 
Desirable  or  Expedient  for  Co-operators  to  be  Represented  in  Parliament  ?  " 
The  result  of  the  voting  was  62  in  favour  and  one  against. 

The  second  conference  was  held  on  Saturday,  21st  July,  1917,  in  the 
Lecture  Hall,  Princess  Street,  Huddersfield,  Mr.  E.  Booth  in  the  chair.  At 
this  conference  a  departure  was  made  from  the  ordinary  course,  and  a  survey 
of  the  work  done  during  the  year  formed  the  subject  for  discussion.  The 
executive  are  of  opinion  that  this  kind  of  meeting  will  serve  a  useful  purpose, 
acting  as  a  kind  of  stocktaking  of  what  has  been  done,  and  seeing  how  far 
we  have  fallen  short  of  our  aims. 

The  third  conference  was  held  on  Saturday,  20th  October,  1917,  in 
the  Lecture  Hall,  Princess  Street,  Huddersfield,  Mr.  E.  Booth  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  Ned  Baxter,  J.P.,  read  a  paper  specially  prepared  on  the  "Amalga- 
mation of  Societies  in  the  Colne  Valley  District." 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  in  Princess  Street  on  Saturday,  1 9th 
January,  1918.  Mr.  E.  WTiiteley  (Manchester)  introduced  the  question  of 
"  Direct  Representation  in  Parliament."  A  committee  was  formed  and 
they  have  already  got  to  work  on  the  formation  of  a  local  council. 

Two  special  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year.  The  first 
was  held  at  Wooldale  on  the  subject  of  "  Educational  Propaganda."  We 
are  pleased  to  report  that  the  societies  concerned  have  made  a  successful 
start,  and  we  are  hoping  to  see  very  favourable  results. 

The  second  special  conference  was  held  at  Slaithwaite,  when  the  question 
of  Amalgamation  was  considered.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  several 
of  the  societies  have  showed  a  willingness  to  open  negotiations. 
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The  question  of  Food  Prices  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  district 
and  letters  of  protest  have  been  sent  to  Lord  Rhondda,  Mr.  Sherwell,  Mr. 
Mallalieu,  and  Mr.  Arnold,  the  respective  M.P.'s  for  Huddersfield,  Colne 
Valley,  and  Holmfirth. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Ned  Baxter,  J.P.,  late 
manager  of  the  Linthwaite  Society,  and  Mr.  T.  May,  president  of  the  Hill- 
house  Society.  The  executive  committee  are  grateful  for  the  help  received 
from  them  during  the  past  year. 

Mr.  May's  seat  on  the  executive  committee  has  been  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  W.  Buckley  (Hillhouse). 


The  following  is  the  fmancial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 


Receipts.                         £   s.  d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917..     6    0  0 
„  Cash  from    North-Western    Sec- 
tional Board 14  13  5 


£iQ  IS    5 


Expenditure.  £  8. 

By  Executive  Meetings  4    0 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings  .  6  12 

„  General  Printing 1  12 

,,  Postages 0    6 

,,  Hire  of  Rooms 0    2 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium  2    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917....  6    0 


jE20  13    5 


L.  Matthews,  Secretary. 


No.  8. — Macclbsfield,  Crewe,  and  District. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  S.  Hunt,  Stoke-on-Trent. 
„    J.  Carding,  Leek. 
,,    John  Symonds,  Silverdale. 
„    C.  Farr,  Crewe. 

Representative  on  Sectional  Board  :  Alderman  F.  Hayward,  J.P.,  Burslem. 


Mr  John  Casson  (chairman),  Stockport. 
„    J.  Compston  (secretary),  Sunnyside, 
Hardingswood,  Kidsgrove,  Staffs. 
„    G.  H.  Fletcher,  Macclesfield. 


The  annual  report  has  to  be  written  with  the  greatest  nations  of  the  world 
still  at  war,  and  with  the  end  not  yet  in  sight.  In  common  with  other  districts 
the  Macclesfield  and  Crewe  District  has  passed,  and  is  still  passing,  through 
times  of  severe  trial  as  the  result  of  difficulties  attendant  on  the  war.  The 
great  scarcity  of  the  main  commodities  of  life,  and  the  apparent  advantage 
of  the  private  trader  over  the  co-operative  society  in  the  way  of  pro\nsions, 
has  tested  the  loyalty  of  our  members  almost  to  the  breaking  point,  and  the 
meetings  of  management  committees.have  been  replete  with  anxiety.  Many 
bitter  lessons  have  been  learned,  and  one  can  only  hope  that  as  the  result 
of  the  great  struggle  through  which  the  co-operative  movement  is  passing 
we  shall  rise  triumphantly  on  the  crest  of  the  billow,  and  put  in  practice 
at  the  cessation  of  hostilities  many  of  the  resolves  we  have  made  during 
the  hour  of  trial. 
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The  report  has  more  than  a  more  touch  of  sadness,  for  the  year 
had  only  just  closed  when  there  occurred  in  the  area  of  the  Silverdale  and 
Butt  Lane  societies  a  mine  disaster  in  which  about  160  miners  lost  their 
lives.  The  families  of  co-operators  involved  in  this  calamity  numbered 
about  80,  and  the  executive  committee,  in  the  name  of  the  district,  f  or^varded 
a  resolution  of  condolence  with  the  bereaved  familias. 

The  chief  topic  for  discussion  by  the  executive  during  the  year  has  been 
how  best  to  develop  the  political  power  of  the  movement  in  the  district  under 
their  charge,  and  the  various  societies  have  carried  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Co-operative  Union  most  loyally  in  interviewing  Members  of  Parliament, 
and  in  discussing  the  question  with  their  members  in  special  meetings,  &c. ; 
local  councils  have  been  formed  in  many  constituencies,  and  the  executive 
hope  these  will  be  kept  in  good  running  order. 

During  1917  four  conferences  were  held.  In  April,  at  Burslem,  Mr. 
J.  J.  Carding  (executive)  introduced  Professor  Hall's  paper,  "  The 
Economic  Results  of  the  War,  and  their  effect  on  the  Co-operative  Move- 
ment."    An  excellent  discussion  took  place  on  the  points  raised. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  at  Congleton,  Mr.  Geo.  Harding,  who  had 
held  the  office  of  secretary  for  25  years,  signified  his  desire  to  resign,  and 
Mr.  J.  Compston,  the  previous  year's  president,  was  elected  to  the  position, 
Mr.  C.  Farr  (Crewe)  being  appointed  to  the  vacancy  on  the  executive. 
The  remainder  of  the  time  was  taken  up  discussing  the  National  Co-operative 
Policy,  and  the  Taxation  question,  and  both  topics  were  ably  introduced  by 
Alderman  F.  Hayward,  who  provoked  a  good  discussion. 

At  the  conference  held  at  Winsford  in  August,  Mr.  Casson  (president  of 
the  association)  presented  the  late  district  secretary  with  a  wallet  con- 
taining treasury  notes,  and  a  silver-mounted  umbrella,  whic^h  had  been 
subscribed  for  by  the  societies  in  the  district  as  a  token  of  appreciation  of 
Mr.  Harding's  long  services.  Several  delegates  expressed  the  gratitude  the 
district  felt  to  Mr.  Harding,  who  acknowledged  the  gifts  in  suitable  terms. 

The  fourth  conference  took  place  at  Hazel  Grove  in  December,  when 
Mr.  J.  Compston  introduced  his  paper  on  "  Representation  of  Co-operators 
in  Parliament,  and  on  Local  Governing  Bodies,  and  the  best  means  of  achiev- 
ing this."  The  paper  and  discussion  served  the  purpose  of  driving  home 
many  of  the  lessons  which  had  been  taught  during  the  year,  and  this  con- 
ference concluded  a  fairly  successful  year. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.  £    t.  A,    \  Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings    12  14  fi 

„  Conferences  and  other  Meetings.  11  13  4 

„  Postages 1    2  3 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium  2    0  0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917. ...    6    0  0 


To  Cash  in  hand,  Ist  Jan.,  1917   ..600 
„  Cash  from   North- Western   Sec- 
tional Board 27  10    1 


£38  10    1 


£33  10    1 
J.  Compston,  District  Secretary. 
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No.  9. — Manchester. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Daniel  Pogson  (chairman),  Bum- 
age. 

Councillor  James  Thompson,  J.P.  (sec- 
retary), Ashton. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Kirkland,  Pendleton. 


Councillor  Allen   Shaw,  J.P.,  Newton, 
Hyde. 

Councillor  Edgar  Whiteley,  Burnage 

Mr.  Geo.  J  Wilkinson,  Marple. 


Representative  on  the  Sectional  Board  :  Mr.  A.  Horricks,  Weaste 

Representative  of  the  Educational  Committees'  Association  : 

Mr.  .J.  P.  Ashworth,  Urmston. 

The  Executive  have  arranged  and  carried  out  the  following  conferences : — 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Writer  and  Reader. 

1917. 
April  14 

Pendleton 

Is  it  Desirable  or  Expedient  for  Co- 

Mr.  Councillor  Thomp- 

operators  to  be  Direcfly  Repre- 

'     son,  J.P.  (Dittrict  Sec- 

sented in  Parliament  ? 

retary). 

July    14 

HoIIingworth   .... 

The  National  Co-operative  Policy  and 

Professor  Hall  (Director 

Programme  (Part  I.) 

of    Studies,    Co  opera- 
tive Union). 
Mr.D  Pogson  (Chairman 

Oct.      6 

Failsworth    

Dividends  and  other  matters  arising 

out  of   Low  Profits  due  to  the 

of  the  District  Associa- 

Control Prices  and  Food. 

tion). 

Oct.    13 

New  Moston 

Organisation  for  Parliamentary  Rep- 

Mr. Coun.  E.  Whiteley 

resentation. 

(Executive). 

Nov.  10 

Pendleton .... 

Question  of  Uniform  Dividend  of  Is. 

Introduced  by  Mr. Young 

in  the  S,  on  all  goods  sold. 

(Eceles). 

Nov    80 

S  winton  (Moorsidr ) 

Scheme   for  Electing  a  Provisional 

Mr.  Coun.  E.  Whiteley 

Committee  to  put  into  operation 

(Executive). 

Direct  Representation  in  Parlia- 

ment and  on  all  Public  Bodies. 

Dec.     1 

Holyoake  House, 

Manchester 

Question  of   issuing   checks  on   all 

Introduced  by  Mr,  Edgar 

purchases,    and   paying   an    all- 

(Droylsden). 

round  Dividend   on    Everything 

except  Milk. 

Dec.  22 

Holyoake  House, 

Manchester 

Continuation  of  above 

Introduced  by  Mr.  Edgar 
(Droylsden). 

1918. 

Jan.   12 

Whitefield  and 

The  National  Co-operative  Policy  and 

Mr.    W.    H.     Kirkland 

Unsworth 

Programme  (Part  II.) 

^Executive). 

As  «a.  executive  we  have  had  an  exceptionally  busy  year.  We  com- 
menced the  year  by  discussing  Parliamentary  Representation,  and  that 
question  has  occupied  our  attention,  along  with  that  of  the  Defence  Cona- 
mittee,  more  or  less  throughout  the  Congress  year.  At  the  Pendleton 
conference  the  resolutions,  afterwards  put  before  the  Swansea  Congress, 
were  passed.  At  this  conference  also  Mr.  Thompson  was  reappointed 
district  secretary  for  the  3Gth  year,  and  the  following  societies  to  form  the 
executive  : — Conapstall,  Droylsden,  Eceles,  Hyde,  and  Manchester  and 
Salford.  The  following  were  appointed  on  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  : — 
Mr.  Wilkinson  (Manchester  and  District  Laundries),  Mr.  Leatherbarrow 
(Glossop),   Mr.    Rankine   (Prestwich),    Mr.    Councillor   Shaw,    J.P.    (Hyde), 
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Mr.  Wilkinson  (Compstall),  Mr.  Sharpies  (Clifton),  Mr.  Stopford  (Droylsden), 
Mr.  Evans  (Eccles),  Mr.  Gibson  (Manchester  and  Salford),  and  Mr.  Towers 
(Blackley). 

At  the  second  conference  (HoUingworth)  the  resolution,  recommended 
by  the  Union,  was  passed,  viz  : — 

With  a  view  to  the  further  development  of  co-operative  activity 
after  the  war,  this  conference  specially  recommends  societies  to 
take,  as  early  as  possible,  the  necessary  steps  to  remove  all  res- 
trictions on  the  accumulations  of  capital  (share  and  loan),  and 
to  consider  the  various  points  of  the  policy  and  suggestions 
contained  in  the  programme,  with  a  view  to  their  adoption. 
This  was  followed  up  by  a  circular,  and  questions  to  be  answered,  which 
were  tabulated  by  the  secretary  and  read  to  the  executive. 

The  conferences  at  Failsworth  (October  6th),  Pendleton  (November 
loth),  and  Holyoake  House  (November  30th  and  December  1st)  were  called 
specially  to  discuss  and  deal  with  the  question  of  "  Dividends  and  matters 
arising  in  connection  with  low  profits  due  to  the  control  of  retail  prices  of 
food,  with  a  view  to  xmiform  action,  if  possible.  At  Failsworth  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  asking  the  delegates  to  report  and  further  disciiss  the  matter 
at  another  conference  and  decide  on  a  common  policy. 

At  the  New  Moston  conference,  Mr.  Councillor  White] ey  presented  the 
scheme  for  Organising  Parliamentary  Representation,  &c.,  and  the  follow- 
ing conference  (Moorside,  Swinton)  appointed  a  Provisional  Council,  and 
agreed  upon  its  constitution.  Resolutions  were  adopted  to  lay  down  the 
basis  for  working  same,  and  a  Provisional  Committee  appointed  consisting 
of  members  of  general  committees,  three  members  of  women's  guilds, 
four  members  of  educational  committees,  the  executive  committee  to  be 
appointed  at  the  first  meeting,  consisting  of  chairman,  secretary,  and 
seven  members. 

The  Whitefield  conference  discussed  the  second  part  of  "  The  National 
Co-operative  Policy  and  Programme,"  and  a  resolution  pledging  the  dele- 
gates to  adopt  the  same  and  try  to  carry  it  out  in  their  societies,  was  passed. 
It  was  also  decided  to  pass  and  send  on  a  resolution,  recommending  a  national 
scheme  to  put  the  whole  nation  on  equal  rations,  to  all  the  members  of  the 
Cabinet. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings    12  18    7 

„  Conferences  and  other  Meetings..  15  12    0 
,,  Congress  Eeception  Committee.  .18    7 

„  Propaganda,  &c.  Meetings 2    5    3 

,,  Hours  and  Wages  Boards 4    6    9 

„  Handbook  and  Guide  Committee.    17    9 

,,  Postages 1    0  10 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium   2    0    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917 6    0    0 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  Jan.  1917 6    0    0 

,,  Cash  from  North-Western  Sec- 
tional Board    40  19    9 


M&  19    9 


£46  19    9 
Jab.  Thompson,  Secretary. 
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No.  10.  — North-East  Lancashire. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  S.  Blakeborough,  J. P.  (chairman), 

Burnley. 
,,    John   R.  Shuttleworth   (secretary), 

Accrington. 
„    Joseph  Snape,  Padiham. 
,,  J.  Sharpies,  Blackburn. 


Mr.  A.  Higham,  Darwen. 
„   J.  H.  Hothersall,  Rishton. 
„   W,  Slater,  Accrington. 
„   Bums  A.  Bracewell,  Accrington. 
„   H.  Hartley,  Trawden,  Colne. 


Representative  from  Sectional  Board  :  Councillor  Wm.  Dewhurst,  Colne 

In  again  presenting  the  annual  report  of  the  above  association,  we 
feel  assured  that  the  interest  in  the  conferences  held  has  been  well  maintained. 
We  regret  that  the  great  war  now  raging  has  taken  away  from  their  homes 
and  peaceful  occupations  so  many  of  our  members  and  employees,  and  we 
trust  that  in  the  very  near  future  this  unhappy  state  of  affairs  in  our  country's 
history  will  end,  and  never  be  allowed  to  rise  again. 

We  have  had  four  executive  meetings  and  four  conferences. 
The  first  conference  was  held  at  Oswaldtwistle  on  24th  February,  1917, 
when  Mr.  Halstead  (manager  and  secretary  of  Oswaldtwistle  Society)  read 
Mr.  F.  Hall's  paper  entitled  "  The  Economic  Results  of  the  War  and  their 
effects  upon  the  Co-operative  Movement."  A  good  discussion  ensxied,  to 
which  Mr.   Hall  suitably  replied. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Whalley  on  12th  May,  1917,  when 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  (secretary  of  the  North -AVestem  Section)  introduced  the 
following  for  consideration,  viz.,  "  Is  it  Desirable  or  Expedient  for  Co- 
operators  to  be  Directlj'  Represented  in  Parliament  ?"  After  a  good  and 
instructive  discussion,  Mr.  Bradshaw  took  up  all  the  points  raised  and  gave 
satisfaction.  The  following  resolution  was  put  to  the  conference  and 
carried  : — 

That,  in  view   of    the   persistent    attacks    and  misrepresentations 
made   by   the   opponents   of   the   co-operative   movement   in 
Parliament   and    on    local    administrative    bodies,    this    con- 
ference is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  co-operators 
should  seek  direct  representation  in   Parliament   and   on   aJl 
local    administrative    bodies.     It    therefore    calls    upon    the 
Central   Board   of   the   Co-operative   Union   Limited   to   take 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  put  into  operation  the  terms 
of  the  above  resolution. 
The  third  conference  was  held  at  Padiham  on  18th  August,  1917,  when 
Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  (a  member  of  the  Sectional  Board)  read  his  paper  entitled 
"  Should    Co-operators   seek   Direct    Representation   in    Parliament  ?  "     A 
good  discussion  ensued,  especially  in  view  of  the  paper  introduced   by   Mr. 
Bradshaw  at  the  previous  conference.     Mr.  Fairbrother's  reply  was  good. 
At  the  close  of  the  conference  the  result  of  the  voting  for  societies  to  be 
represented  on  the  executive  for  the  ensuing  twelve  months  was  announced 
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— Padiham,  Rishton,  Burnley,  Accrington  and  Church,  Accrington  Provident, 
Darwen,  Traw'den  and  Blackburn  Industrial.  Mr.  J.  R.  Shuttleworth 
was  appointed  secretary. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Darwen,  which  was  addressed  by 
Miss  E.  M.  Bradley,  M.A.,  of  the  Central  Office.  The  subject  dealt  with 
was  Mr.  Fisher's  "  New  Educational  Programme,"  which  was  well  and 
ably  explahied. 

The  average  attendance  at  conferences  held  during  the  year  is   142. 

We  have  again  been  very  active  with  regard  to  Labour  questions  and 
demands  made  upon  societies  by  the  Amalgamated  Union  of  Co-operative 
Employees. 

The  district  executive  acted  as  the  Wages  Board  up  to  22nd  December, 
after  which  the  newly-elected  board  began  its  duties. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 
£   s.  d. 


Receipts. 
To  Cash  from  North- Western 

Sectional  Board 48 


7    7 


£i&    7    7 


Expenditure.  £    s.   d. 

By  Balance  due  11  16    4 

,,  Executive  Meetings 9  13    4 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings  15  18    6 

,,  Amalgamation  Meetings  1  18  11 

„  Stationery    0  14    0 

,,  Postages 0  11    6 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium   2    0    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917  ... .    600 


£43    7    7 


Local  Fund. 


Receipts. 

To  Subscriptions   

,,  In tsrest  from  Investment 


£    s.  d. 

95  18    8 

0    6    2 


£M    i  10 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Balance  due  to  late  Secretary 25    0  0 

,,  Hours  and  Wages  Board  and  Ex- 
ecutive Meetings 41  17  6 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings.  2    8  6 

,,  Sectional  Conference 1    6  8 

,,  Deputations   1  12  8 

„  Special  Sub-committee  re  iiound- 

aries 2  13  5 

,,  Scrutineers 0    7  0 

,,  Stationery  and  Postage 2  11  0 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium   5    3  0 

„           „           Expanses 2  13  8 

„  Balance   .  10  11  5 


£96    4  10 
R.  Shdttlhworth,  Secretary. 


No.  11. — North  Lancashire. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  R.Richmond(chairman),  Fleetwood. 
„  J.  Parr,  J.P.  (secretary),  Blackpool. 
„    T.  Kay,  J.P.,  Longridge. 


Mr.  W.  Hoggarth,  J  P.,  Lancaster. 
„    Councillor  J.  Catterall,  Preston. 
„    J.  Foulds,  Blackpool. 


Representative  from  Sectional  Board  :  Mr.  W.  Gregory,  J.P.,  Preston. 

Notwithstanding    the   fact   that    we    are   in    the   fourth    year   of    this 
devastating    war    societies   in  this   district   continue  to   make  progress   in 
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membership  and  sales,  which  would  have  been  substantially  increased  had 
full  supplies  been  available.  Let  us  hope  that  before  another  report  is 
published  a  satisfactory  worId-pea«e  will  have  been  established. 

During  the  year  four  conferences  have  been  held,  at  which  instructive 
and  educational  subjects  on  questions  of  co-operative  interest  have  been 
discussed. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  Preston  on  23rd  February,  when  Mr. 
Jos.  Williamson  read  his  paper  entitled  "  The  Co-operative  Movement  and 
the  Workers  ;  a  Policy  for  Future  Action,"  and  a  very  spirited  discussion 
was  entered  into  by  the  delegates  present. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Lancaster  on  19th  May,  when  Mr. 
J.  A.  MacGregor  read  a  paper  dealing  with  the  question  of  "  The  Rising 
Prices  of  Commodities  and  the  Action  the  Movement  ought  to  take  with 
regard  thereto,"  a  very  helpful  policy  being  outlined  and  developed  in  the 
subsequent  debate  which  was  taken  part  in  by  the  representatives  of  the 
various  societies. 

The  annual  conference  was  held  at  Walmer  Bridge  on  25th  August 
when  a  very  practical  paper  by  Mr.  E.  Jackson  (Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society)  was  read  on  "  Co-operation  and  Agriculture,"  showing  what  could 
be  done  by  the  movement  in  this  respect  if  it  only  entered  upon  the  work 
energetically  and  tmiterlly. 

The  fourth  conference  of  the  year  was  held  at  Kirkham  on  17th 
November,  when  Mr.  Hoggarth,  J.P.,  read  Mr.  Hall's  paper  on  "  The  National 
Policy  and  National  Programme."  A  very  good  discussion  following  the 
paper. 

The  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has  held  frequent  meetings  during  the 
year,  and  many  demands  for  increased  wages  have  been  brought  before 
them  for  consideration  from  various  societies  in  the  district,  and  so  far  these 
have  been  satisfactorily  and  pacifically  arranged  in  the  best  interests  of  all. 
We  trust  that  this  reasonable  spirit  will  continue  to  prevail. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.                         JB    s.  d.                           Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  Jan.,  1917 6    0    0      By  Executive  Meetings   9    2    3 

„  Cash    from  North-Western  Sec-                       „  Conferences  and  other  Meetings.  13  18  11 

tional  Board 36  19    7        „  General  Printing 12    9 

„  Postages 0  15    6 

„  Hours  and  Wages  Board  : 

Meetings 3  16    8 

i              Printing  and  Stationery 7    3    6 

„  Secretary's  Honorarium 2    0    0 

„  Cash  in  hand  31st  Dec,  1917 6    0    0 

£42  19    7  f  42  19    7 

J.  Pabb,  Secretary. 
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No.  12. — North  Lonsdale. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  W.    Lewney,    J.P.    (chairman), 
Dalton-in-Furness. 
„    G.  Richardson  (secretary),  Barrow. 
„    J.  Ireland,  Ulverston. 


Mr.  H.  W.  Hague,  Carnforth. 
„    J.  H.  Parr,  Kendal. 
,,    W.  H.  Hockaday,  Millom. 
„    W.  Lyon,  J.P.,  Barrow. 


Representative  on  Sectional  Board :   Mr.  W.  Swindlehurst,  Barrow. 

In  again  presenting  our  report  for  the  year,  we  beg  to  say  that,  con- 
sidering the  abnormal  times  through  which  we  are  passing,  presenting 
luiparalleled  diflficulties,  both  as  to  labour,  prices,  and  the  shortage  of  com- 
modities, the  co-operative  movement  has  played  a  good  part  in  steadying 
prices  to  the  consumer.  In  this  we  may  reasonably  claim  that  co-operation 
has  served,  not  only  its  members,  but  the  community  in  general  well  in  these 
troublesome  times. 

Your  executive  committee  has  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  various 
matters  affecting  the  interests  of  the  district. 

Three  conferences  and  four  executive  meetings  have  been  held,  also 
several  meetings  of  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  and  all  claims  on  the  part 
of  the  employees  have  been  mutually  settled. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  Barrow  on  27th  January.  Mr.  Swindle- 
hurst (Sectional  Board)  gave  an  excellent  resume  of  Mr.  May's  paper,  "  Co- 
operative Societies  and  Income  Tax."  The  resolution  prepared  by  the 
Joint  Parliamentary  Conamittee  was  agreed  to,  aaid  copies  forwarded  to 
the  local  menabers  of  Parliamfent  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

The  second  conference  at  Carnforth  on  18th  Augiist.  Mr.  Pollitt  read 
the  Congress  paper,  "  A  National  Co-operative  Programme  for  the  Year 
1917-18." 

The  third  conference  at  Millom  on  24th  November,  when  Messrs.  Gilbert 
and  Parr  dealt  with  the  subject  of  "  A  National  Programme  and  the  Direct 
Representation  of  Co-operators  in  Parliament  and  on  Public  Bodies." 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Expenditure,  £    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings    8  14    7 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings  14  16    1 

,,  Joint  Meetings  1    1  10 

„  Hours  and  Wages  Board    2  18    4 

.  .Postages 0  10    6 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium   2    0    0 

„  Cash  in  band,  81st  Dec,  1917 6    0    0 


Receipts.                        £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  Jan.,  1917 6    0  0 

„  Cash  from    North- Western  Sec- 
tional Board 30    1  4 


^£36    1    4    '  £36    1    4 

Qeobge   Richardson,   Secretary. 
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No.  13. — OliDHAM. 

Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  A.  E.  Dickin,  Stalybridge. 
Councillor  H.  Sheard,  J.P.,  Ashton. 
Mr.  David  Lawton,  J.P.,  Greenfield. 

,,    H.  Whitehead,  Dobcross. 

,,    J.  T.  Gregory,  Oldham. 


Alderman    F.   Houghton,   J.P.     (presi- 
dent), Oldham. 
Mr.  William   Hall  (district  secretary), 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 
,,    Edwin  Waters,  Oldham. 
„    Benjamin  Whitehead,  Shaw. 

Representative  from  the  Educational  Committees'  Association : 
Mr.  J.  W.  Barbrook,  Oldham. 

Representative  on  Sectional  Board  :     Alderman  F.  Houghton,  J.P  ,  Oldham. 

During  the  year  we  have  held  four  conferences,  emd  the  executive  four 
meetings.  This  is  the  fourth  report  since  the  dreadful  war  started  by 
which  liberty  is  assailed  and  the  doctrine  of  "  Might  "  becomes  a  menace 
to  the  civilised  world.  To  co-operators  in  particular  this  is  a  serious 
object  lesson.  We  sincerely  hope  for  victory  with  honour  and  an  abiding 
peace  The  attendance  at  conferences  has  been  most  satisfactory  and 
representative ;  it  was  manifest  that  delegates  realised  their  responsi- 
bility in  these  anxious  times.  The  Hours  and  Wages  Board  have  had  a 
difficult  and  strenuous  year.  Business  has  been  conducted  mider  most 
adverse  conditions.  The  quantity  of  food  allotted  to  co-operators  by  the 
authorities  has  been  considered  most  inadequate  ajid  caused  much  dissatis- 
faction. Members  now  realise  that  there  is  a  world  shortage,  but  claim 
a  fair  share  in  the  national  distribution.  Prices  have  been  abnormally 
high  and  the  burden  of  working  expenses  and  taxation  are  constantly  in- 
creasing. Lower  dividends  have  been  accepted  generally  ;  whilst  the 
stability  of  societies  is  maintained,  there  is  urgent  need  for  more  capital 
for  future  development. 

Educational  committees  are  striving  to  naaintain  interest  in  the  move- 
ment and  realise  the  necessity  for  reiteration  of  foundation  principles. 
There  is  a  danger  that  selfishness,  combined  with  an  intense  desire  for  the 
acquisitiqn  of  material  wealth  alone,  may  hinder  rather  than  promote  the 
object  we  wish  to  attain.  Many  societies  distribute  the  "  Wheatsheaf  "  or 
a  Record.  These  are  useful  auxiliaries  for  circulating  information.  The 
editors  deserve  every  encouragement  in  their  efforts  to  cultivate  a  taste  for 
reading  good  literature.  Concerts  for  children  and  adults  and  interesting 
lectures  have  been  appreciated.  Debates  have  been  conducted  on  im- 
portant topics.  Other  agencies  to  create  interest  in  the  store  are  in- 
troduced according  to  local  taste  or  requirement.  The  Women's  Guild  has 
been  adequately  represented  at  conferences  and  a  keen  interest  manifested 
in  the  subjects  discussed. 

The  first  confenrence  was  held  in  the  Oldham  Eqmtable  Society's  rooms 
on  Saturday,  2()th  May,  1917.     Mr.  W.  A.  Lees  (Oldham)  read  a  paper  on 


Reports  of  North-Western  Section  and  Districts.  461 

"  Co-operative  Progress  :  Intensive,  Extensive,  Defensive."  He  said  : 
"  Tlie  increased  taxation  was  the  first  thing  required  to  arouse  the  slumber- 
ing forces  of  the  movement  into  decisive  action."  Declaration  of  elections 
of  executive  was  announced  and  election  of  secretary  took  place. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Greenfield  on  Saturday,  14th  July, 
1917.  Mr.  Hy.  Hudson  (Greenfield)  read  a  most  helpful  paper  on  "  Co- 
operative Societies  and  Income  Tax  :  A  crisis  and  how  to  meet  it  ?  "  He 
showed  that  dividends  are  not  profit  but  deferred  or  accumulated  surpltis, 
consequently  not  liable  for  taxation.  He  pleaded  for  more  education  on 
this  matter. 

The  third  conference  was  held  in  the  Oldham  Industrial  Society's  rooms 
on  Saturday,  27th  October,  1917.  Alderman  F.  Hajrward  (United  Board) 
spoke  on  "  Trading  with  Non-members  and  raatters  connected  therewith." 
He  pointed  out  that  difficulties  had  been  forced  upon  us  by  the  war  and 
asked  that  societies  should  view  these  things  from  a  national  standpoint 
for  the  welfare  of  the  movenaent  as  a  whole.  Co-operators  ought  to  maintain 
the  legal  rights  they  now  possess. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  for  convenience  of  access  in  the  Oldham 
Industrial  Society's  rooms  on  9th  March,  191 S.  Mr.  F.  J.  Buckley  (president, 
Oldham  Industrial)  read  Professor  Hall's  paper  on  "  A  National  Co-operative 
Policy."  Several  of  the  suggestions  contained  therein  are  already  adopted 
in  this  district,  but  a  general  desire  was  expressed  for  increased  activity 
in  educational  effort  in  all  branches. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings   4  18  0 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings  .471 

,,  Joint  Meetings 0  10  9 

,,  Propaganda  Meetings   0  15  0 

„  Postages 0  12  0 

„  Secretary's  Honorarium 2    0  0 

,,  Hours  and  Wages  Board    1    1  1 

„  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917 6    0  0 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917.  .600 
„  Cash  from    North-Western   Sec- 
tional Board 14    3  11 


£20    S  11 


£W    3  11 
Wiii^iAM  Hall,    Secretary. 


No.  14. — EOCHDALE. 

Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  R.  Holt  (chairman),  Rochdale. 
„    A.  Johnson  (secretary).  Hey  wood. 
„    Thos.  Rigby,  Bury. 
„    C-  A.  Cook,  Wardle. 


Mr.  Wm.  Holt,  Milnrow. 
„    Jas.  Hunting,  Elton,  near  Bury. 
,,   J.  T.  Greenwood,  Heywood. 
„    J.  W.  Charnley,  Whitworth. 


Representative  on  Sectional  Board  :    Mr.  Benj.  Woolfenden,  Rochdale. 

Representative  on  Educational  Committees'  Association  : 
Mr.  J.  C.  Hill,  Bury. 
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Undoubtedly  "  Our  Year,"  for,  by  the  accession  to  the  Union  of  the 
following  societies  : — Tottington  Industrial,  Smallbridge  Conservative, 
and  Rochdale  Provident,  we  have  realised  one  of  our  ambitions,  i.e.,  all 
societies  in  our  district  are  now  members  of  the  Co-operatve  Union. 

The  campaign,  inaugurated  at  the  close  of  1916,  for  Uniform  District 
Dividends  has  been  fully  justified  by  satisfactory  results  achieved. 

The  Hours  and  Wages  Board  have  had  a  very  busy  time,  but  by  an 
amicable  give-and-take  policy  wth  the  Amalgamated  Union  of  Co-operative 
Employees,  we  have  beeii  able  to  avoid  any  serious  disturbing  element  in 
carrying  on  the  trade  of  societies  concerned. 

Four  conferences  have  been  held,  each  of  exceptional  merit. 

The  first  was  held  at  Heywood  on  Saturday,  10th  February,  1917, 
when  Mr.  N.  H.  Cooper  read  his  paper  "  How  Societies  can  avoid  making 
Excess  Profits  ";  a  most  timely  and  helpful  paper,  full  of  good  points,  one  of 
which  should  be  noted — ^that  tlie  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  dividend 
was  more  beneficial  to  a  society  than  a  trader's  discount.  A  case  was 
instanced  of  a  society  which  had  not  been  assessed  with  the  duty  in  the 
first  year  on  account  of  making  this  change. 

At  Woolfold,  Saturday,  28th  April,  1917,  Mr.  J.  Bradshaw  read  a 
paper  entitled  "  Is  it  desirable  or  expedient  for  Co-operators  to  be 
Represented  in  Parliament,"  and  made  out  so  strong  a  case  as  to  command 
an  unanimous  vote  in  favour. 

Mr.  Thos.  Rigby  (executive)  read  Professor  Hall's  paper  on  "  A  National 
Co-operative  Policy,"  at  Millgate,  on  Saturday,  28th  July,  1917,  and  handled 
the  subject  in  a  masterly  manner. 

A  most  successful  innovation  was  tried  al  Bury  on  Saturday,  20th 
October,  1917,  when,  in  addition  to  the  usual  delegates,  a  special  invite, 
which  was  readily  accepted,  was  sent  out  to  managers  in  the  district  to 
hear  one  of  their  number,  Mr.  S.  Sutcliffe  (Rochdale  Pioneers)  deal  with 
"  The  problem  of  Dividends  in  view  of  the  Controlled  Prices  of  Commodities," 
and,  as  was  anticipated,  a  lot  of  first-hand  information  was  forthcoming, 
the  straight  and  outspoken  talk  of  some  of  the  managers  bbing  enjoyed  by 
the  committee-men  present  to  whom  their  advisory  remarks  were  direcled. 

Notwithstanding  difficulties  in  relation  to  the  food  problem,  societies 
have  been  most  willing  to  cater  for  the  delegates  and  their  efforts  have  been 
grea  ly  appreciated. 

The  title  of  subjects  discvissed  indicates  at  once  that  we  have  kept 
abreast  of  these  exceptional  times,  and  the  calibre  of  the  readers  is  an 
assurance  that  expert  knowledge  was  gained  on  each  occasion. 

The  attendances  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  and  if  only  looked  at 
from  the  standpoint  of  an  information  bureau,  the  conferences  have  been 
worth  while. 

The  intelligent  grasp  by  attending  delegates  of  the  subjects  under 
review  bode  swell  for  the  future  of  this  district. 
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The  necessity  for  co-operative  representation  on  local  administrative 
bodies  and  in  Parliament  has  invariably  come  to  the  front,  and  iinderljnng 
it  all  one  feels  the  true  ring  of  a  determination  that  will  fight  on  until  justice 
is  meted  out  to  tlie  greatest  democratic  institution  in  the  world. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January.  1917.  .600 
,,  Cash  from   North-Western   Sec- 
tional Board 20  11    5 


£26  11    5 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Executive  Meetings  6    5    0 

,,  Conferences  and  other  Meetings  .908 

,,  Hours  and  Wages  Board 1  11    6 

,,  Stationery 0  14    6 

„  Postages  and  Telephone  0  19    9 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium  2    0    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  Slst  Dec,  1917 6    0    0 


£26  11    e 
Alp.  Johnson,  Secretary. 


Mr.     J  chn      Longworth 
Ramsbottom. 
„    J.  W.  Hargreaves  (secretary),  Has- 
lingden. 


No.  15. — ROSSKNDALE 

Executive  ComiDittee. 
(chairman), 


Mr.  H.  Riley,  Haslingden. 
„    W.  L.  Whitehead,  Waterfoot. 
„    W.  H.  Canham,  Waterfoot. 
„    T.  Haworth,  Bacup. 


Representative  on  Sectional  Board  :  Mr.  J.  R.  CunlifEe,  Ramsbottom. 

The  past  year  has  been  marked  by  scarcity  of  supplies,  high  prices 
and  difficulties  all  round  so  far  as  our  co-operative  work  is  concerned. 
We  are  not  grmnbling,  however,  for  the  lads  in  the  trenches  have  undergone 
far  greater  difficiilties  and  troubles  than  we  at  home  have  any  conception 
of.  The  smaller  societies  in  our  district  seem  to  have  come  out  the  best 
of  all,  at  any  rate  so  far  as  supplies  of  goods  are  concerned  ;  but  all 
round  there  has  been  much  trouble  in  securing  anythmg  like  sufficient  supply 
of  needful  articles.  During  the  year  we  are  glad  that  amalgamation  has 
been  brought  to  a  successful  issue  in  the  case  of  the  Stacksteads  and  Tixnstead 
societies,  and  these  are  now  one  and  working  most  amicably  and  well 
together.  The  Hours  and  Wages  Board  has  had  a  strenuous  year  and  have 
held  a  large  number  of  meetings,  whilst  on  two  occasions,  as  no  settlement 
could  be  arrived  at,  the  matter  went  forward  to  arbitration.  We  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  in  our  mind  but  that  the  board  has  been  of  the  greatest 
value  to  all  societies,  and  has  been  able  to  secure  better  arrangements  all 
round  than  could  have  been  done  by  any  one  society.  There  is  also  the 
value  of  uniformity  which  alone  is  secured  by  all  societies  working  together 
for  the  common  good  of  all.  During  the  year  a  deputation  appointed  by 
the  executive  met  the  Member  of  Parliament  for  the  division.  Sir  J.  H. 
Maden,  M.P.,  and  the  exchange  of  views  with  the  hon.  member  proved    at 
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any  rate  that  in  him  co-operators  could  rely  upon  one  who  woiild  prove 
to  the  movement  a  true  friend.  For  nearly  30  years  Mr.  Maden,  M.P.,  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Bacup  Society,  and  ho  feels  very  strongly  that  no 
injustice  should  be  done  to  the  movement  in  any  way.  We  might  say  a 
greac  deal  sus  to  the  work  iihat  has  been  done  in  the  district  during  the  past 
twelve  months  but  the  exigencies  of  space  forbid.  The  executive  have 
met  four  times  as  well  as  before  each  quarterly  conference,  and  many  matters 
have  been  dealt  with  by  them. 

The  first  conference  of  the  year  was  held  on  27th  January,  at  Waterfoot, 
when  Mr.  James  Sharpies  gave  a  valuable  address  on  "  Income  Tax,  with 
exemptions,  abatements,  and  allowances  from  a  legal  point  of  view."  Mr. 
Sharpies  gave  much  valuable  information,  and  the  meeting  was  of  a  very 
helpful  character.  Many  of  the  delegates,  as  members  of  committees,  &c., 
were  being  brought  into  contact  w'^th  those  things  and  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  listening  to  one  who,  like  Mr.  Shaiples,  has  made  a  special  study  of  the 
subject,  was  not  only  interesting  but  was  the  means  of  giving  very  helpful 
information  to  many  of  those  present. 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Whitewell  Bottom  on  14th  April, 
when  Mr.  W.  W.  Whittle  (secretary  of  the  Preston  Society)  read  his  paper 
on  "  Dividend,"  which  created  a  very  lively  discussion.  There  was  much 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  high  or  low  dividends  from  a 
co-operative  point  of  view,  but  the  majority  of  those  present  seemed  to 
think  that  our  interests  lie  in  aiming  at  a  dividend  which  should  not,  in  any 
circumstances,  get  above  two  shillings.  Mr.  Whittle  made  an  exliaustive 
reply,  and  said  that  whilst  the  matter  of  high  and  low  dividends  was  a  large 
one  the  question  should,  in  his  opinion,  be  settled  by  each  society  entirely 
and  absolutely  on  its  merits. 

The  third  conference  was,  owing  to  the  delightful  weather,  held  out  of 
doors.  As  it  was  under  the  auspices  of  the  Water  Societj'^  the  gathering 
was  held  in  the  grounds  attached  to  Lumb  Ba^Jtist  Schools.  Mr.  Charles 
Hughes  read  the  paper  prepared  by  Messrs.  Bradshaw  and  Thompson  on 
"  Is  it  desirable  or  expedient  for  Co-operators 'to  be  Directly  Represented 
in  Parliament  V  "  .A.fter  reading  the  paper  in  a  very  able  manner,  Mr. 
Hughes  moved  a  resolution  in  favour  of  direct  representation,  and  in  the 
discussion  the  feeling  generally  was  that  only  by  means  of  this  could 
co-operators  hope  to  get  justice  and  fair  play  from  those  in  authority.  The 
resolution  in  favour  of  direct  representation,  both  in  Parliament  and  on 
all  local  bodies,  was  carried  by  sixty  votes  to  two. 

The  last  conference  of  the  year  was  held  at  Bacup  on  27th  October, 
when  Mr.  S.  Fairbrother  rtjad  his  paper  on  "  Should  Co-operators  seek  Direct 
Representation  in  Parliament  ?  "  The  writer  argued  that  it  was  possible 
to  secure  all  that  co-operators  need  without  risking  the  breaking  up  of  the 
movement  by  such  a  scheme  of  Parliamentary  representation  as  is  proposed. 
The  discussion,  which  was  mainly  on  the  opposite  side  to  the  one  taken  up 
by  the  reader  of  the  paper,  showed  that  all  the  difficulties  mentioned  were 
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common  to  all  democratic  movements  whenever  they  attempted  to  secure 
poAver  which  had  formerly  belonged' to  the  ordinary  political  parties.  Good, 
however,  was  certain  to  be  done  by  the  fact  that  the  opposite  side  was  shown 
and  brought  out  by  the  paper.  A  very  spirited  reply  was  made  by  the 
reader,  who  dealt  in  an  able  manner  with  the  various  points  raised. 
The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 
£ 


Receipts.                         £  a,  d. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. .    6  0  0 
,,  Cash   from   North-Western  Sec- 
tional Board 15  1  2 


£21    1    2 


Expenditure.  £    s.   d. 

By  Executive  Meetings  5    7    1 

„  Conferences  and  other  Meetings..  3    8  10 

„  Joint  Meetings 0  17    2 

„  Propaganda  Meetings    2    1  10 

,,  General  Printing 0    5    3 

„  Postages 0  18    0 

,,  Stationery 0    3    0 

„   Secretary's  Honorarium  2    0    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  Slst  Dec,  1917. ...  6    0    0 


je21    1    2 
J.  W.  Haugreaves,  Secretary. 


Mr. 


No.  16. — South  Yorkshire. 
Executive  Committee. 
J.  Gillies  (chairman),  Doncaster.     i  Mr.  J.  Cauldwell,  Barnsley. 


J.  Dimbsrline  (secretary),  Darnall, 

Sheffield. 
G.     Major    (statistical    secretary), 

Rotherhara. 
J.  Greaves,  Chesterfield. 


L.  Holmes,  Goole. 
E.  Cusworth,  Killamarsh, 
J.    C.   Kenworthy,    Deepcar,    near 
Sheffield. 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

I7th  Feb 

Doncaster  . . . 

Income  Tax 

Mr.  J.  Sharpies. 

19th  May .... 

Masbro' 

Current  Co-operative  Topics 

^Professor  Hall. 

23rd  June  ... 

Sheffield 

Rules   for  the   Hours   and 
Wages  Board  

Mr.  J.C.Kenworthy. 

Messrs.   Major  and 

Laing. 
Mr.  J.  Bradshaw 

25th  August.. 
17th  Nov 

AtterclifEe  ... 
Chesterfield . . 

District  Reports 

Direot  Representation  .... 

We  have  pleasure  in  submitting  our  thirty-ninth  report  to  Congress. 

Eight  executive  meetings  and  five  conferences  have  been  held,  a  list 
of  the  latter  is  appended. 

We  have  also  had  meetings  of  a  committee  consisting  of  the  executive 
and  a  number  of  the  leading  co-operators  in  the  district  to  arrange  meetings 
and  appoint  speakers.  Over  eighty  of  these  meetings  have  been  held,  at 
which  it  was  pointed  out  to  the  people  the  manner  in  which  the  movement 
had  been  treated  by  those  in  power — by  refusing  the  assistanceof  co-operators, 
by  not  giving  them  representation  on  the  various   bodies   and  committeop 
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formed  to  carry  on  the  work  of  feeding  the  people,  so  that  we,  the  only 
organised  body  of  consumers  in  the  country,  are  suffering  bh  a  consequence  j 
therefore,  because  we  had  not  organised  in  a  political  way  we  had  no  one 
where  the  laws  are  made  and  administered,  and  so  they  t<iok  advantage  of 
our  shortcomings  and  imposed  upon  vis  such  injustices  as  the  Excess  Profits 
Duty  and  threaten  us  with  Income  Tax.  Manj'  of  these  meetings  were 
held  in  the  open  air,  at  street  comers,  thus  getting  hold  of  people  that  never 
come  to  anj'  of  our  meetings  held  in  rooms. 

One  remarkable  result  of  this  campaign  has  been  the  change  of  opinion 
in  men  who  have  for  many  years  believed  the  movement  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  politics  ;  they  have  not  only  been  converted  but,  in  some  cases, 
have  become  ardent  advocates  of  direct  representation. 

At  our  first  conference  Mr.  Sharpies  gave  an  address  on  the  question 
of  "  Income  Tax."  The  address  was  most  instructive:.,  and  his  elaboration 
of  the  separate  schedules  was  very  much  enjoyed  by  the  delegates  present. 
Professor  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  at  Masbro',  on  "  Current  Co-operative  Topics," 
made  a  special  plea  for  co-ordination  and  continuity,  and  more  method 
both  in  conference  and  propaganda  work  ;  also  that  we  must  look  more  after 
the  educational  side  of  the  movement.  The  grant  is  not  an  investment  to 
be  returned  in  £  s.  d.,  but  in  building  up  a  better  race  of  people. 

At  Sheffield  Mr.  G.  Major,  in  giving  the  statistical  report,  proved  that 
he  had  taken  great  trouble,  and  he  must  have  been  rewarded  by  the  interest 
that  was  taken  in  it  by  the  delegates. 

At  Chesterfield,  the  scheme  for  "  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation," as  amended  and  adopted  at  the  National  Emergency  Conference 
held  in  London,  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Bradshaw.  He  clearly  showed  that 
the  only  hope  for  success,  so  far  as  our  movement  is  concerned  in  the  future, 
is  by  placing  men  and  women  in  the  pla«t.  where  laws  are  made  and 
administered.  It  was  decided  to  adjourn  the  question  and  take  it  up  at 
the  next  conference,  in  the  meantime  societies  to  try  and  form  political 
councils  in  the  district. 

So  far  as  the  general  work  of  co-operation  in  the  district  goes,  it  is 
carried  on  under  very  much  the  same  difficulties  as  in  other  districts — short- 
age of  supplies,  depletion  of  male  staffs,  and  general  grumbling  by  our 
members.  Yet,  in  spite  of  it  all,  increases  in  trade,  membership,  and  share 
capital  are  reported  which,  after  all,  proves  that  co-operation  has  taken  a 
hold  on  the  people,  that,  if  its  leaders  are  wise,  will  not  be  shaken  off. 
The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Expenditure,  £   s.    d. 

By  Executive  Meetings  10  13  10 

,,  Conference  Meetings 12  16    3 

„  Hours  and  Wages  Board 1  16 

„  Propaganda  Meetings    9  12 

„  Scrutineers 0  12 

,,  Delegations    1  11 

„  Postages  and  Stationery   1    8 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium  2    0 

„  Cash  in  hand,  Slst  Dec,  1917 6    0 


Receipts. 
To  Cash  in  hand,  1st  January,  1917. 
,,  Qrant  from  Union   


s.  a. 
0  0 
4  10 


£46    4  10 


£46    4  10 
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Local  Fund. 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  hand,  Ist  January,  1917.  .15    3  10 

,,  Subscriptions  by  Women's  Guild    0  10    0 

„  Subscriptions  from  Societies 64  19    0 


Audited  and  Pound  Correct — 

John  E.  Forsteh.  

March  6,  1918.  £80  12  10 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Wages  and  Hours  Board  54    0  0 

, ,  Congress  Expenses 5    0  0 

, ,  Delegations    4  13  6 

,,  Propaganda  Meetings 11    9  8 

,,  Postage  and  Carriage 0  18  4 

,,  Special  Conference 3  16  4 

,,  Cash  in  hand,  31st  Dec,  1917 0  15  0 


£80  12  10 


J.  DiMBERi.iNE,  Secretary. 


EDUCATIONAL   COMMITTEES'   ASSOCIATION. 


Officers  and  Committee. 


Mr.  Jas.  S.  Armitage,  J.P,   (president), 

Huddersfield. 
„    W.  A,  Lambert    (hon.   treasurer), 

Accrington. 
„    E.     Couldwell     (hon.     secretary), 

Brightside  and   Carbrook. 
,,    T.  Marsden,  Leeds. 


Mr.  H.  Bland,  Bradford. 

„  J.  W.  Tiffany,  Failsworth. 

,,  J.  F.  Ash  worth,  Eccles. 

,,  C.  Anders,  Liverpool. 

„  J.  C.  Hill,  Bury. 

,,  J.  W.  Barbook,  Oldham. 

,,  John  Seed,  Bolton. 


Representative  from  Sectional  Board  :  Mr.  B.  Woolfenden,  Rochdale. 
Hon.  Auditor :  Mr.  S.  Berry,  Public  Auditor,  Oldham. 

Your  executive  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  annual  report  for  the 
past  year.  In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  association  the  executive  have 
been  brought  face  to  face  with  the  difficulties  which  societies  have  to  meet 
in  order  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  work  of  the  association.  We  wish  to 
assure  the  members  that  the  executive  will  spare  no  effort  in  order  to  over- 
come the  difficulties.  The  subjects  which  have  been  brought  before  the 
members  for  discussion  have  been  of  vital  importance  to  the  educational 
workers  of  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  thirtieth  annual  naeeting  was  held  at  Doncaster  on  Saturday, 
24th  March,  1917,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Doncaster  Co-operative  Society's 
Educational  Committee.  Doncaster  being  on  the  extreme  end  of  the  section 
the  attendance  was  not  as  large  as  usual.  The  Co-operative  Choral  Society 
rendered  selections  of  music  in  an  admirable  manner  during  the  conference. 

Mr.  Jas.  S.  Armitage  gave  an  address,  subject  :  "  ITnic.  Difficulties  of 
Educational  Committees."  Mr.  Armitage  pointed  out  some  of  the  changes 
which  were  to  be  introduced  in  our  national  system  of  education,  and  which 
have  had  the  vigorous  support  of  the  co-operative  movement  during  the 
past  few  months.     An  interesting  discussion  followed. 
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The  officers  elected  for  the  year  were  as  follows  : — President,  Mr.  Jae. 
S.  Armitage,  J.P.  (Huddersfield)  ;  hon.  treaeurer,  Mr.  W.  A.  Lambert 
(Accrington  and  CJhurch)  ;  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  E.  Couldwell  (Brightside  and 
Carbrook).  The  follo%ving  societies  were  elected  co  appoint  representatives 
to  the  executive  : — Bolton,  Bury,  Eccles,  and  City  of  Liverpool.  Mr.  S. 
Berry  (piiblic  auditor,  of  Oldham)  was  re-elected  hon.  auditor  for  the  year. 

The  one-hundred-and -twenty-third  quarterly  conference  was  held  on 
Saturday,  23rd  June,  1917,  imder  the  auspices  of  the  Educational  Com- 
mittee of  the  York  Equitable  Industrial  Society  Limited,  there  being  a  fair 
number  of  delegates  present. 

Mr.  F.  Hall,  M.A.,  B.Com.  (adviser  of  studies  to  the  Co-operative 
Union),  gave  an  address  on  the  "  Extended  Programme  of  Co-operative 
Education."  Mr.  Hall  pointed  out  three  immediate  needs  :  (1)  enlarged 
curriculum  ;  (2)  organisation  of  co-operative  educationalists  ;  (3)  an  educa- 
tional magazine.     An  interesting  discussion  followed. 

Competition  for  Brooches  and  Medals  in  the  Study  of  "  Co-operation." — 
The  association  again  offered  prizes  in  the  form  of  brooches  and  medals  to 
students  (whose  societies  are  members  of  this  association)  in  the  Third 
Section  re -examination.  We  congratulate  the  Boltnn  Society's  students 
on  being  the  winners  of  all  the  prizes  —  Esther  Holden,  first  gold  brooch, 
110  marks  ;  Nellie  Hamer,  second  gold  brooch,  109  marks  ;  John  Demain, 
first  gold  medal,  108  marks  ;    Herbert  Hardman,  second  medal,  107  marks. 

The  second  Annual  Teachers'  Conference  was  held  at  Holyoake  House, 
Manchester,  on  Saturday,  1st  September,  1917,  there  being  a  good  attendance 
of  teachers  and  delegates  present. 

Mr.  Etchells  gave  an  address  in  which  he  emphasised  the  importaiice 
of  co-operative  character  being  formed  in  the  lives  of  yoimg  people,  the 
address  being  an  inspiration  to  those  present.  The  discussion  which  followed 
brought  from  the  teachers  various  methods  adopted  to  educate  the  children 
in  the  principles  of  co-operation. 

The  one-hundred-and-twenty-fourth  quarterly'  conference  was  held  at 
Leeds  on  Saturday,  22nd  September,  1917,  vmder  the  auspices  of  the 
Educational  Committee  of  the  Leeds  Industrial   Society  Limited. 

Mr.  Joseph  Smith  (chairraan  of  the  Leeds  Educational  Committee) 
read  a  paper,  subject :  "  The  Survey  Committee's  Report  on  the  Constitution 
and  Work  of  the  Central  Educational  Authority."  Mr.  Sntiith  emphasised 
the  need  for  a  closer  connecting  link  between  the  Central  Authority  and  the 
educational  committees  throughout  the  country.  The  report  was.  criticised 
from  the  point  of  advocating  representatives'  expenses  being  paid  by  the 
body  represented,  instead  of  payment  from  the  Union  funds.  An 
interesting   discussion  followed,  to  which  Mr.  Smith  briefly  replied. 

The  one-hundred-and-twenty-fifth  quarterly  conference  was  held  at 
Manchester  on  Saturday,  1st  December,  1917,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited. 
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Mrs.  A.  Blair  (Liverpool)  read  her  paper  on  "  The  Co-operative,  Survey 
Committee's  Recommendations  in  Relation  to  Local  Educational  Com- 
mittees." Mrs.  Blair  criticised  the  Survey  Committee's  recommendations 
on  the  constitution  of  a  Distributive  Society's  Educational  Committee, 
and  the  change  of  basis  of  educational  grant  percentage  to  a  fixed  sum  per 
member  of  society. 

During  the  year  the  following  societies'  educational  committees  have 
been  admitted  to  membership  of  the  association  : — Scunthorpe,  Selby  and 
District,  Sheffield  and  Ecclesall,  and  Batley  Women's  Co-operative  Guild. 

The  executive  ask  for  the  continued  support  of  societies  in  appointing 
delegates  to  conferences.  We  are  pleased  to  note  the  desire  of  members  to 
make  the  association  of  greater  service  to  the  movement,  which  we  heartily 
reciprocate. 

E.  Could  WELL,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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(5)     SCOTTISH     SECTION. 


At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Section,  held  in  Glasgow  on  2nd  June, 
1917,  the  following,  among  other  appointments,  were  made  for  the  Congress 
year  : — 

Chairman  :  Mr.  James  Allan. 

Treasurer  :  Mr.  John  Patterson. 

Executive  Committee Messrs.  J.    Allan,   J.   Deans   (secretary),   A. 

Purdie,  P.  Loney,  J.  Lucas,  J.  M.  Wilkie,  and  G.  Wilson. 

Representatives  to  the  United  Board . . .  Messrs.  G.  Bisset  and  G.  Wilson. 

Representative  to  the  Office  Committee Mr.  G.  Wilson. 

Representative  to  Central  Education  Committee Mr.  J.  Lucas. 

Representative  to  quarterly  meetvngs  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  Limited Mr.  A.  Purdie. 

Representatives  to  the  Joint  Arbitration  Board,  consisting  of  Represen- 
tatives from  the  Scottish  Section  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
of  the  Scottish  Trades  Union  Congress  : 

Messrs.  J.  Allan,  J.  Deans,  G.  Bisset,  and  J.  M.  Wilkie. 

During  the  Congress  year  the  Sectional  Board  has  held  10  meetings,  the 
attendance  of  members  being  as  follows  : — 

Absent.  Present. 

James  Allan    0  10 

George  Bisset 1  9 

James  Deans 0  10 

Patrick  Loney    0  10 

James  Lucas  1  9 

Neil  Maclean 0  10 

John  Patterson 0  10 

Andrew  Purdie  0  10 

James  M.  Wilkie  0  10 

George  Wilson    0  10 
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In  addition  to  the  meetings  of  the  Sectional  Board  the  Executive  Committee 
has  held  frequent  meetings,  at  which  a  summary  of  the  correspondence  received 
between  meetings  has  been  submitted  and  dealt  with. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Scottish  National  Conference. 

This  conference  was  held  in  Falkirk,  on  Saturday,  28th  April,  1917.  Mr. 
James  Allan  (chairman  of  the  Sectional  Board)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there 
was  a  record  attendance.  The  annual  reports  and  balance  sheets  of  the  Scottish 
Section,  District  Conference  Associations,  and  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Women's 
Guild  were  submitted  and  passed,  and  resolutions  were  submitted  and  passed  on 
the  following  matters  : — 

1.  Protesting  against  the  application  of  the  Excess   Profits  Duty  to  the 

surpluses  of  co-operative  societies. 

2.  Protesting  against  the  proposal  to  assess  the  dividends  of  co-operative 

societies  with  income  tax. 

3.  In  favour  of  the  appointment  of  an  advisory  committee   consisting  of 

representatives  from  the  co-operative,  trade  union,  and  labour  bodies. 
4    In   favour  of  co-operative   representation    on   Government   boards   and 
committees. 

5.  Protesting  against  the  method  of  the  allocation  of  sugar  to  the  societies. 

6.  In  favour  of  the  immediate  closing  of  all  places  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  and  of  confections,   with   the   object   of 
increasing  the  supply  of  sugar  to  the  people. 

7.  Defining  the  qualifications    necessary   by   co-operative    candidates    for 

public  bodies. 
8    In  favour  of  the  setting  up  of  defence  committees  in  each  Parliamentary 

constituency  in  Scotland. 
9.  In  favour  of  the  Government  taking  over  the  ownership  of  land,  mines, 

railways,  shipping,  and  banking,  to  enable  the  Government  to  meet 

the  liabilities  created  by  the  war. 
10.  In  favour  of  fraternal  greetings  being  sent  to  the  co-operative  movement 

and  free  people  in  Russia. 
Several  other  matters  of  practical  importance  to  the  co-operative  movement 
were  discussed. 

Annual  Joint  Meeting. 

The  annual  joint  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  section  and  representatives 
from  the  District  Conference  Associations  was  held  in  the  Section  Offices, 
Glasgow,  on  16th  June,  1917.  Mr.  James  Allan  (chairman  of  the  section) 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  J.  Deans  introduced 
a  discussion  on  the  resolution  passed  at  the  National  Confererce,  remitting  it  to 
the  section  to  set  up  a  Defence  Committee,  with  the  object  of  organising  the 
political  vote  and  promoting  the  success  of  the  direct  representation  of  co-opera- 
tion in  Parliament.  He  outlined  a  proposed  method  of  setting  up  these  com- 
mittees, their  work,  and  a  method  of  financing  them.     The  matter  was  remitted 
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to  the  Sectional  Board  to  put  into  practical  operation.  The  Annual  Report  and 
Balance  Sheet  of  the  Scottish  National  Propaganda  Committee  was  submitted 
and  adopted,  and  agreed  that  the  committee  be  continued  for  another  year  with 
a  slight  change  in  its  methods,  Mr.  James  Lucas  addressed  the  meeting  on 
Edu.cational  Methods,  in  which  he  recommended  several  reforms  in  connection 
therewith,  which  gave  rise  to  a  very  interesting  discussion. 

Political  Matters. 

The  District  Defence  Committees,  agreed  upon  at  the  National  Conference, 
liave  now  been  successfully  set  up,  one  in  each  conference  district. 

A  Central  Committee,  consisting  of  one  representative  from  each  of  the 
District  Defence  Committees  and  three  from  the  Scottish  Section,  has  also  been 
set  up,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to  unify  the  work,  and  to  act  as  an  Advisory 
Committee  to  the  District  Committees.  These  committees  are  now  in  full 
operation,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  think  that,  when  thoroughly  organised, 
they  will  accomijlish  much  practical  and  valuable  work  in  promoting  the  success 
of  the  direct  representation  of  co-operation  in  Parliament; 

Meeting  at  the  House  op  Commons  with  Scoitish 
Members  of  Parliament. 
Taking  advantage  of  the  Emergency  Conference,  held  in  London  on  17th 
and  18th  October,  1917,  the  section  arranged  a  meeting  of  Scottish  Members  of 
Parliament  and  Scottish  delegates,  to  consider  co-operators'  grievances  with 
regard  to  food  supplies  and  other  matters.  About  thirty  members  were  present 
and  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  delegates.  The  Right  Hon.  Mr.  McKinnon 
Wood  presided.  Mr,  H.  W.  May  (secretary  to  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Committee)  introduced  the  subject  of  the  societies  being  made  liable  for  excess 
profits  duty,  and  also  the  unfair  treatment  societies  had  received  from  military 
tribunals  in  the  calling  up  of  their  employees.  Mr.  Robert  Stewart  introduced 
the  subject  of  the  control  of  the  foodstuffs  as  it  affected  co-operative  societies 
and  gave  many  striking  instances  of  the  unfair  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
treated,  and  the  serious  effects  this  had  had  upon  their  business.  Several 
questions  were  put  by  Members  of  Parliament  and  replied  to,  and  the  meeting 
closed  with  votes  of  thanks  to  the  members  for  meeting  the  delegates. 

Joint  Advisory  Committee. 

The  Joint  Advisory  Committee  has  been  formed  as  agreed  upon  at  the 
National  Conference,  consisting  of  three  representatives  from  the  Scottish 
Section,  the  Directors  of  the  S.C.W.S.,  the  Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Scottish  Labour  Party,  and  is  doing  very  useful  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Scottish  Education  Bill  and  matters  of  importance  to  the  working 
(•lass  generally. 

War  Emergency  Committee, 
Arising   out  of  the   joint   meeting  of   the    members   of  the   section    and 
representatives  from  the  District   Conference  Associations,  a  War   Emergency 
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Committee  has  been  formed,  consisting  of  three  representatives  from  the  Scottish 
Section,  the  Directors  of  the  S.C.W.S.,  and  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Managers' 
Association.  The  functions  of  the  committee  are  to  advise  and  assist  societies 
in  any  emergency  which  may  arise  during  the  war,  to  consider  and  suggest 
methods  which  will  better  prepare  societies  to  stand  the  strain  which  will  be  felt, 
and  to  assist  in  solving  any  problems  which  may  arise.  The  committee  has  held 
several  meetings  and  has  issued  two  circulars  to  societies,  one  bearing  upon 
co-operative  finance  and  the  other  upon  the  food  problem. 

Representation  on  Live  Stock  Commissions. 
Early  in  the  winter  the  Government  decided  to  set  up  six  Live  Stock 
Commissions  in  Scotland,  the  powers  of  which  are  very  far-reaching,  including 
the  power  to  requisition  cattle,  to  grade  then;,  and  fix  the  price.  The  com- 
missions are  composed  of  fa-mers,  butchers,  and  auctioneers.  It  soon  became 
evident  that  co-operative  societies  were  not  included  on  the  commissions,  and  as 
it  was  considered  essential  for  the  protection  of  co-operative  societies  that  thev 
should  be  represented  strong  representations  were  made  to  the  Live  Stock 
Commissioner  for  Scotland  by  deputation  and  otherwise.  Pour  conferences 
were  convened  by  the  Scottish  Section,  two  for  the  western  area  (Glasgow)  and 
two  for  the  central  area  (Perth),  consisting  of  representatives  from  retail 
societies  with  fleshing  departments  within  the  areas.  As  a  result  of  the  pressure 
thus  put  upon  the  Live  Stock  Commissioner  for  Scotland,  two  co-operative 
representatives  have  been  appointed  on  the  central  area  and  three  on  the  western 
area.  At  the  date  of  writing  this  report  societies  in  other  areas  are  moving  for 
represencation  on  the  commissions. 

Organisation  op  Co-operative  ALiiOTMENT,  Holders. 
Towards  the  end  of  1917  the  section  issued  a  circular  to  societies  in  Scotland 
pointing  out  the  importance  of  the  cultivation  of  allotments  upon  the  food 
problems  arising  out  of  the  war,  and  urging  upon  them  to  organise  their 
munbers  who  are  allotment  holders  so  that  the  system  might  be  extended  and 
made  more  efficient  and  the  allotment  holders  brought  into  contact  with  the 
Seed  Department  of  the  S.C.W.S.  The  response  to  the  circular  has  been  fairly 
satisfactory  At  the  request  of  the  section  Mr.  G.  G.  Young  (manager  of  the 
S.C.W.S.  Calderwood  Estate)  prepared  a  pamphlet  containing  many  practical 
and  valuable  hints  on  "The  Cultivation  of  Allotments."  The  pamphlet  was 
published  by  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  the  Scottish  Section  have  distributed 
5,000  copies  free  of  charge  to  co-operative  allotment  holders'  associations. 

Legal  Matters. 
The  services  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Gunn,  consulting  solicitor  to  the  section,  during 
the  past  year  have  been  drawn  upon  by  societies  to  a  much  greater  extent  than 
in  any  previous  period,  and  have  been  of  much  practical  value  to  societies  on 
such  questions  as  food  control,  the  action  of  the  military  tribunals,  and  excess 
profits  duty  as  applied  to  co-operative  societies,  and  on  many  other  points 
bearing  on  the  administration  of  the  business  affairs  of  co-operative  societies. 
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Special  Gonfebbnoeb. 
Two  special  conferences  have  been  held — one  on  29th  September,  1917,  and 
the  other  on  26th  January,  1918,  both  in  Glasgow — and  both  conferences  were 
largely  attended.  At  the  conference  in  September  the  subject  for  discussion 
was  "Co-operative  Policy  and  Programme,"  introduced  by  Professor  Hall,  which 
gave  rise  to  a  very  interesting  discussion,  touching  upon  many  points  vitally 
affecting  the  consolidation  and  prosperity  of  co-operative  enterprise,  to  which 
Professor  Hall  replied.  The  subject  for  discussion  at  the  conference  in  January 
was  "  The  Necessity  for  a  Compulsory  System  of  Rationing."  on  a  basis  securing 
equitable  treatment  to  all  sections  of  the  community.  A  resolution  to  that 
effect  was  proposed  by  Mr.  George  Wilson  (Scottish  Section)  and  supported  by 
Mr.  Robert  Stewart  (chairman  S.C.W.S)  and  unanimously  passed,  copy  of 
which  was  sent  to  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  Lord  Rhondda. 

Propaganda. 

The  National  Propaganda  Committee  has  been  very  active  during  the  year. 
At  its  first  meeting  it  was  agreed  to  change  to  some  extent  the  purpose  of  its 
work,  making  its  object  not  so  much  to  create  new  members  as  to  educate 
present  members  on  the  principles  and  ideals  of  Industrial  Co-operation.  An 
appeal  for  funds  was  issued  to  societies,  which  met  with  a  prompt  and  liberal 
response.  During  the  year  over  fifty  public  meetings  have  been  held,  covering 
every  part  of  Scotland,  at  which  addresses  have  been  delivered  touching  upon 
every  phase  of  co-operative  policy  and  effort,  and  at  which  many  thousands  of 
leaflets  have  been  distributed.  With  very  few  exceptions  the  meetings  have  been 
very  satisfactory,  both  in  attendance  and  interest.  At  present  the  committee 
are  engaged  in  organising  one  or  more  public  meetings  within  each  of  the  seven 
sections  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Women's  Guild,  with  the  object  of 
interesting  women  in  the  national  system  of  rationing  and  in  promoting  its 
success,  and  also  in  the  nature,  power,  and  application  of  the  franchise  recently 
conferred  upon  women. 

Annual  Fraternal  Gathering. 

This  gathering  was  held  on  2nd  January  in  the  premises  of  the  U.C.B.S., 
Glasgow.  The  attendance  exceeded  100,  representing  many  districts  of  Scotland. 
At  the  morning  session  the  subject  for  discussion  was  "  Some  Co-operative 
Problems,"  introduced  by  Mr.  Deans,  on  which  ensued  a  very  interesting 
discussion.  The  afternoon  session  was  taken  up  by  an  excellent  musical 
programme,  rendered  by  a  company  of  artists  consisting  almost  entirely  of 
employees  of  the  S.C.W.S.  Drapery  Department.  Altogether  the  gathering 
proved  most  successful. 

Summer  School  and  Week-end  Meetings. 

Considering  the  acute  crisis  the  country  was  passing  through,  the  increased 
fares,  and  restricted  railway  service,  it  was  thought  advisable  not  to  proceed  with 
the  Summer  School  last  year,  but  efforts  are  being  made  to  organise  a  Summer 
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School  for  the  present  year  and  a  few  week-end  meetings.     As  soon  as  it  is  found 
practicable  to  proceed  intimation  will  be  given  to  the  societies. 

Scottish  Co-operative  Convalescent  Homes. 
The  disastrous  effect  of  the  war  on  the  homes  continues,  and,  for  the  third 
successive  year,  a  heavy  deficiency  in  the  maintenance  account  is  recorded. 
The  continued  increase  in  the  cost  of  provisions,  restricted  railway  facilities  and 
high  fares,  the  presence  of  widespread  bereavement  and  incertitude  as  to  the 
welfare  of  others,  have  undoubtedly  been  elements  in  the  personal  life  of  the 
people,  militating  against  their  taking  advantage  of  such  places  as  the  homes. 
The  abnormal  times  the  homes  are  experiencing  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion, and  contributions  made  on  as  generous  a  scale  as  possible.  The  growing 
shortage  of  foodstuffs  has  added  to  the  anxieties  of  administering  the  homes,  and 
the  decrease  in  admissions  has  also  been  a  regrettable  feature  of  the  year.  The 
effort  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  extension  of  Mothers  and  Children's  House  has 
been  crowned  with  success,  the  necessary  figure  not  only  having  been  attained 
but  surpassed,  and  for  this  achievement  the  homes  are  indebted  to  all  those 
societies  that  so  liberally  supported  the  scheme. 

James  Allan,  Chairman. 

James  Deans,  Secretary. 
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SCOTTISH  CO-OPERATIVE  VETERANS'  ASSOCIATION  LTD. 


In  submitting  our  annual  report  of  the  year's  work,  we  are  pleased  to 
note  that  income  has  increased  by  nearly  £100  over  last  year.  This  increase 
is  du«(  largely  to  the  increased  amount  collected  at  conference  and  other 
meetings.  We  welcome  this  as  a  sign  that  the  interest  in  our  work  is  being 
helped  by  the  conference  committees.  Another  increase  worth  noting  is  one 
of  £25  by  the  Drapery  and  Furnishing  Society  over  their  last  year's  grant  of 
£5.  This  has  enabled  us  to  propose  an  increased  grant  of  25  per  cent  to  all 
the  veterans  on  our  list.  We  can  further  increase  our  usefulness  if  societies 
will  send  us  any  deserving  case  for  our  consideration. 

During  the  year  four  veterans  have  been  added  to  our  list.  Other  cases, 
requiring  careful  handling,  have  been  given  every  consideration.  We  thank 
the  societies  sending  those  applications  for  their  ready  help  and  willingness 
to  supply  all  the  information  in  their  power. 

One  veteran  and  a  member'  of  committee,  Mr.  W.  Meikle  (Paisley), 
have  died  during  the  year,  leaving  35  veterans  on  the  list,  while  the  share- 
holding societies  have  been  increased  by  five  to  60,  the  fund  available  for 
distribution  being  £328.  19s.  lid.  • 


Summary  of  Balance  Sheet 


Income.  £    s.  d. 

Prom  Societies 3'22    4  0 

„      Guilds     36    2  4 

„     Individuals   43    7  6 

,,     Collections  at  Meetings 44  14  OJ 

,,     Conference  Associations 8  I2  0 

„     Interest 8  12  8 


Total  income 463  12  6} 

„     Bank  and  U.C.B.S 264    0  0 

„     Shares 5    0  0 

Cash  Balance,  December,  1916 19    9  6 


£752    2    0} 


Expenditure.  £     s.  d. 

Paid  to  Veterans    360    5    6 

Balance  Sheets,  Management,  &c.  . .  38  16    0} 

899    1    6i 
Banked  and  lodged  in  U.C.B.S     . .    349  14    1 
Cash  Balance,  December,  1917 3    6    6 


j£752    2    Oi 


V/m.  Pbttigbew,  Secretary. 
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REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS. 

No.  1. — Ayrshire. 
Executive  Committee. 
Mr.  JohnCosgrove  (president),  Hurlford.  j  Mr.  James  Hopes  (auditor),  Dalmelling- 
Bailie  Dunlop  (treasurer),  Galston.  i  ton. 


Mr.  Wm.    Anderson     (secretary),    Kil- 
birnie. 
„     William  M,  Scott  (statistical  sec- 
retary), Kilbirnie. 


Hugh  Stewart  (auditor),  Newmilns. 
Thomas  Imrie,  Stevenston. 
Samuel  Clark,  Kilmarnock. 
John  Milroy,  Maybole. 
Robert  Howat,  New  Cumnock, 

For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  we  are  submitting  our  annual  report, 
with  all  the  horrors  and  ravages  of  war  unabated. 

It  has  been  a  year  of  great  ajixiety  to  all,  and  the  outlook  is  still  far 
from  being  bright.  Very  trying  and  harassing  has  been  the  lot  of  boards 
of  management,  members  of  societies,  and  employees,  caused,  to  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  by  the  great  shortage  of  food  supplies  and  scarcity  of  labour. 

Voluntary  rationing  has  been  resorted  to  by  many  of  our  societies,  and 
this  is  now  being  followed  by  national  rationing. 

The  great  increase  shown  in  our  membership  has  also  had  the  effect  of 
making  our  supplies  still  shorter,  and  the  various  control  bodies  set  up  to 
deal  with  the  food  of  the  people  have  almost  ignored  our  claims  for  increased 
supplies  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  members. 

All  things  being  considered,  it  is  good  to  show,  by  our  comparative 
statement,  that  on  all  points  progress  is  shown.  Some  of  it  can  be  traced 
to  the  high  prices  presently  ruling,  but  not  all,  as  increase  in  membership 
has  also  been  made  : — 

Members.  Sales.  Profits.  Capital. 

1917   41,475  ..  £2,142,179   ..   £267,387   ..   £847,322 

191o    38,909  ..      1,783,512   ..      249,220  ..      801,561 


Increase  for  Year  . .    2,566  £358,667  £18,167  £45,761 

During  the  year  the  activities  of  the  association  have  in  no  way  abated, 
and  all  our  regular  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  in  spite  of  the  great 
restrictions  placed  on  our  train  service.  All  of  our  meetings  have  had  to  be 
held  in  Kilmarnock,  as  only  from  this  centre  is  it  possible  for  delegates  to 
get  train  connections  to  carry  them  to  their  respective  destinations. 

The  first,  or  annual  meeting,  was  held  on  24th  March,  at  Kilmarnock, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited, 
122  delegates  being  present. 

Mr.  James  Deans  (Scottish  Section)  read  Mr.  Allan  M'Neil's  paper  on 
"  Co-operative  Banking,"  and  the  need  for  capital,  if  our  movement  was  to 
capture  our  opponents'  trade,  was  impressed  on  all  present. 

Mr.  John  Cosgrove  (Hurlford)  was  elected  president,  and  Mr.  John 
Milroy  (Maybole)  elected  to  Executive. 
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Galston  Branch  of  the  Women's  Guild  was  admitted  to  membership. 

Mr.  Scott  (statistical  secretary)  submitted  statement  for  year,  and  he 
strongly  counselled  all  to  see  to  it  that  not  dividend,  but  the  financial  stability 
of  their  society,  was  their  chief  concern. 

The  second  meeting  wa^  held  on  23rd  June,  under  the  auspices  of  Kil- 
marnock Society,  and  was  attended  by  113  delegates. 

Councillor  Wheatley  (Glasgow)  gave  a  rousing  and  spirited  address  on 
"Better  Housing."  He  gave  much  food  for  thought  by  the  statements  made 
36  the  results  of  bad  housing  on  the  heafth  of  people,  and  wished  the  co- 
operative movement  to  bestir  itself  to  help  to  solve  this  problem.  The  cost 
of  money  was  the  great  drawback,  and  he  pressed  for  the  State  to  provide 
the  money  free  of  interest  as  the  one  way  of  having  .better  housing. 

After  discussion,  Mr.  Wheatley  was  warmly  thanked  for  his  address. 

Mr.  Robert  Howat  returned  his  thanks  for  the  privilege  he  had  of 
attending  Congress  as  their  representative,  and  wished  for  the  enthusiasm 
of  Congress  to  spread  all  over. 

Dreghorn  Women's  Guild  was  admitted  into  membership. 

The  third!  meeting  was  held  on  22nd  September,  and  was  under  the 
auspices  of  Kilbirnie  Society.     There  was  an  attendance  of  122  delegates. 

Two  motions  were  considered.  Mauohline  Society  proposed  "  Half-yearly 
meetings  of  the  association,  instead  of  quarterly,  during  the  war."  After 
consideration,  the  previous  question  was  carried.  Kilmarnock  Society  pro- 
posed "  That  we  have  reciprocal  representation  with  the  Ayrshire  Trades 
Council."    After  a  vote,  it  was  agreed  to. 

A  resolution  was  moved  "  To  support  the  Labour  members  of  school 
boards  for  a  better  education  to  the  workers'  children,  with  maintenance 
grant  to  those  requiring  same,  with  school  age  being  raised  to  16."  An 
amendment  to  make  it  "  every  child,"  instead  of  "  those  requiring)  same," 
was  also  made.  It  was  agreed  to  allow  the  question  to  lie  over  for  three 
months  for  further  consideration. 

The  fourth  meeting  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  Irvine  and  Fullarton 
Society  on  22nd  December,  and  was  was  attended  by  125  delegates. 

The  Sxirvey  Repwrt  was  introduced  by  Mr.  James  Deans  (Scottish 
Section),  who  emphasised  some  of  the  points  in  same—"  Education," 
"Finance,"'  "Literature,"  and  "Propaganda  Work"  all  being  dealt  with. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  the  various  points  were  taken  up  and 
dealt  with,  Mr.  Deans  being  warmly  thanked  for  his  paper. 

The  motion  on  the  raising  of  the  school  age  of  children,  with  maintenance 
grant  to  all  between  the  years  of  13  and  16,  was  carried  unanimously. 

A  protest  was  also  agreed  to  on  the  Education  Bill  for  Scotland,  substi- 
tuting county  councils  for  school  boards,  and  copies  of  motion  and  protest 
were  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  and  Sir  John  Struthers, 
Scottish  Educational  Department. 

Section  VI.  of  the  Women's  Guild  was  admitted  to  membership. 

National  Men's  Guild  (Scottish  District)  was  also  admitted  to  member- 
ship. 
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Mr.  John  Cosgrove,  who  had  been  delegate  to  the  Emergency  Conference 
at  London,  thanked  them  for  the  honour. 

A  special  conference  was  held  at  Kilmarnock  to  consider  the  "proposal 
to  tax  co-operators."  Bailie  Dunlop  introduced  the  question,  giving  many 
details  as  to  how  the  movement  would  be  crippled  by  same,  and  urging 
political  action  to  defeat  the  traders'  attempt  to  tax  us. 

Educational  and  Propaganda  Work. 
Through  the  Scottish  National  Propaganda  Committee,  and  by  the 
members  of  the  Executive,  many  meetings  have  been  held,  both  indoors  and 
outside — Kilmarnock,  Kilbirnie,  Kilwinning,  Kirkconnel,  Galston,  Beith,  &c., 
all  being  visited,  and  stimulating  and  helpful  addresses  given.  All  the  various 
men's  and  women's  guilds  and  educational  committees  are  as  active  and  full 
of  life  as  ever ;  new  committees  and  brajiches  have  been  formed  in  some 
districts,  and  have  proved  very  helpful  to  the  societies. 

Defence  Committee. 

This  committee  has  been  formed  to  organise  the  co-operative  vote  for 
local  and  Parliamentary  elections,  and  in  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since 
they  were  formed  into  a  body  they  have  accomplished  a  great  deal. 

They  have  been  able  to  visit  every  society  that  is  connected  with  our 
association,  and  have  pressed  the  claims  foi;  organisation  so  well  that  in 
many  societies  local  committees  have  been  set  up  to  carry  through  the  matter 
in  a  systematic  way.  We  look  for  results  in  the  future  from  the  labours 
expended. 

Obituary. 

It  has  been  the  painful  and  regretful  duty  at  ^nearly  all  our  meetings 
for  the  president  to  have  to  refer  to  the  uncertainty  of  life  and  the  removal 
of  some  earnest  leader  and  worker  in  the  movement  through  death. 

Our  Chairman,  at  our  March  meeting,  referred  to  Mr.  Peter  Glasse 
(director,  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  and  Mr.  James  Dunsmore 
(Kilmarnock),  then  Mr.  George  Smith  (Kilmarnock),  who  had  been  fort  a 
long  period  statistical  secretary ;  but  the  most  serious  and  startling  of  all 
was  the  death  of  our  late  president,  Judge  Flinn.  He  occupied  the  chair 
at  our  March  quarterly  meeting,  and  in  June  was  presented  with  a  very 
tangible  token  of  the  appreciation  of  the  co-operators  of  Ayrshire  and  district 
of  his  work  in  connection  with  the  movement;  but  by  our  next  meeting  the 
intimation  was  made  that  he  had  had  a  stroke,  and  passed  away  after  a  few 
days'  illness.  A  sad  and  painful  part  was  the  presentation  of  a  fine  framed 
congratulatory  address  from  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 
Mr.  Stewart  (chairman)  handed  the  same  over  to  Judge  Flinn's  brother  to 
convey  to  the  family. 

Our  sympathy  goes  out  to  them  and  to  all  who  mourn  their  loss. 

We  would  return  our  thanks  to  the  societies  that  have  entertained  the 
delegates  at  the  various  meetings  for  the  hospitality  extended,  and  to  the 
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Educational  C!ommittee  of  the  Kilmarnock  Society  for  the  privilege  of  having 
our  executive  meetings  in  their  room. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 

Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

To  Cwh  from  Societies    176  15  3 

,,  Co  operative  Union 8    0  0 

„  Interest    116  4 

„  Postage  refunded 0  13  6 

„  Balance  at  31st  December,  1916..  12    9  0 


Audited — 

Hugh  Stewart 
James  Hopes. 


£    s. 

53    6 

18  5 
5  13 

15  12 
3  19 
1  15- 
0  10 
0  12 
9  12 

12    8 


Expenditure. 
By  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Kilmarnock 

,,   Committee  Meetings 

,,   Special  Conferences  

,,  Attending  other  Conferences 

,,  Propaganda  Meetings    

„  Convalescent  Homes  Association 

„  Co-operative  Union 

„  Co  operative  Alliance 

„  Emergency  Conference 

„   Delegate  to  Congress 

„  Printing  Account 8    4 

„  President's  Salary 1  10 

„  Secretary's      6    0 

„   Statistical  Secretary's  Salary 110 

„  Treasurer's  Salary 8    0 

„  Auditing  Books   0  18 

„  Rent 0    5 

,,  Janitor 0  10 

„   Secretary's  Postage    6    0 

„  Statistical  Secretary's  Postage  . .    0    3 

,,  Treasurer's  Postage  0  10 

,,   Bank  Charges  0  16 

,,  Balance  at  31st  December,  1917— 

In  Bank 35  16    2 

On  hand 7  16    0 


f  194  14    1  £194  14    1 

Collected  for  Judge  Finn's  Testimonial £15   15    6 

William  Anderson,  Secretary. 

No.  2. — Border  Counties. 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  G.  A.I^Kyle  (auditor),  Selkirk. 
„    Richard  Laidlaw,  Hawick. 
„    William  Christison,  Walkerburn. 
„    Peter  Shortreed,  Peebles. 


Mr,  George  Fisher  (president),  Inner- 
leithen. 

„    T.  J.  Bolster  (treasurer),  Selkirk. 

„  Mr.  Thos.  N.  Ralston,  (secretary), 
Galashiels. 


We  again  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  executive,  together  with  the 
balance  sheet  and  statistical  returns  for  another  year. 

The  past  year  has  still  left  with  us  the  greatest  war  in  history.  We  had 
hoped  to  come  before  you  this  time  under  the  banner  of  peace  and  goodwill  ; 
it  has  yet  to  come.  We  can  only  hope  that  we  are  nearing  the  end  of  this 
terrible  struggle. 

During  the  past  year  the  co-operative  movement  has  been  kept  'active 
tlirough  the  energies  of  its  opponents.  The  imposition  of  the  Excess  Profits 
Tax,  the  proposed  taxation  of  dividends,  and  the  flouting  of  our  movement 
by  those  in  high  office,  culminated  in  the  voice  of  the  movement  ringing  forth 
from  the  Swansea  Congress  that  the  time  had  come  when  we  must  enter 
Parliament,  as  co-operators,  if  our  wrongs  have  to  be  righted  and  fair  play 
given  to  the  co-operative  movement.      To  this  the  London  Emergency  Congress 
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gave  another  push,  so  that  you  have  now  got,  in  each  conference  area,  a 
central  committee  for  co-operative  representation  on  public  bodies. 

We  voioe  the  opinion  of  the  committees  and  managers  of  every  society 
that  the  present  has  been  the  most  harassing  time  in  the  history  of  our  move- 
ment. Shortage  of  supplies,  accompanied  with  Government  restrictions,  have 
been  a  soui'ce  of  worry  and  annoyance.  Rationing  has  now  come  before  us 
prominently.     We  hope  it  will  not  be  for  long. 

The  December  meeting  of  our  conference  had  to  be  unavoidably  put  off, 
owing  to  the  restricted  train  service.  We  cannot  always  put  off  our  meetings, 
so  we  decided  to  hold  our  annual  meeting  in  Galashiels,  iinder  the  auspices 
of  the  Conference  Association.  Under  the  present  conditions  the  executive 
consider  that  there  should  be  no  invitations  from  societies  to  meet  under 
their  auspices  until  such  times  as  conditions,  with  regard  to  the  food  supply, 
have  again  become  pretty  normal. 

The  several  institutions  connected  with  the  movement  are  still  carrying 
on  their  good  work.  New  branches  of  women's  guilds  and  educational  associa- 
tions have  been  opened. 

Propaganda  meetings  have  been  held  in  several  of  the  towns  in  the 
conference  area,  which  we  hope  will  result  in  good  to  our  movement. 

Again  we  extend  our  sincere  sympathy  to  those  who  have  been  called 
upon  to  bear  the  heavy  price  that  war  extorts  from  the  people. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  on  the  17th  March,  1917,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Walkerburn  Society,  Mr.  Geo.  Fisher  (president)  presiding.  Mr.  Wm. 
Christison  (president  of  the  W"alkerburn  Society)  cordially  welcomed  the 
delegates.  Mr.  Peter  Shortreed  (Peebles)  was  elected  to  the  executive  in 
place  of  Mr.  Thomas  Millar  (deceased).  Mr.  Thomas  N.  Ralston  was  re- 
elected secretary.  Mr.  George  Fisher  was  nominated  as  president,  and  was 
also  elected  to  represent  the  conference  at  the  Swansea  Congress.  The 
annual  report  and  statistical  return  was  submitted  and  accepted. 

Mr.  William  Christison  read  a  paper  on  "  Co-operative  Dairy  Farming,'' 
and  pointed  out  the  advantages  of  a  pure  milk  supply,  advocating  each  society 
to  take  the  matter  up.  An  interesting  discussion  took  place,  and  Mr. 
Christison  was  thanked  on  the  call  of  Mr.  James  Smith  (Galashiels). 

The  second  meeting  was  held  in  the  Corn  Exchange  Hall,  Earlston,  on 
the  16th  June,  1917,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  Mr.  Geo.  Fisher  (president)  presiding.  Ex-Bailie  Thos.  Little 
welcomed  the  delegates  on  behalf  of  his  fellow-directors. 

Mr.  Geo.  Fisher  v/as  re-elected  president.  Mr.  R.  Laidlaw  (Hawick) 
was  nominated  for  the  executive.  Mr.  Geo.  Fisher  having  been  unable  to  go 
to  Congress,  Mr.  Thomas  N.  Ralston  attended,  and  gave  a  very  lucid  and 
interesting  report  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Neil  O'Hara  submitted  the  report  of  the  sub-committee  regarding 
the  Earlston  Relief  Fund. 

Mr.  Campbell  (president  of  Earlston  Society)  conveyed  the  thanks  of  his 
fellow-members  to  the  movement  for  their  great  consideration  in  their  time 
of  distress. 
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Ex-Bailie  Little  addressed  the  meeting. 

Walkei'burn  Society  submitted  a  motion  asking  for  information  with 
regard  to  beginning  dairy  farming  on  federation  lines,  which  was  left  with  the 
executive,  along  with  a  member  from  each  society  not  represented  on  the 
executive. 

Resolution  approving  of  the  Scottish  Section  taking  action  to  organise  the 
co-operative  vote  was  agreed  to. 

It  was  agreed  that  we  affiliate  to  the  Workers'  Educational  Association. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  in  the  St.  James's  Hall,  Hawick,  on  the  15th 
September,  1917,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Hawick  Society,  Mr.  Geo.  Fisher 
(president)  presiding.  Mr.  R.  Laidlaw  (president,  Hawick  Society)  gave  the 
delegates  a  cordial  welcome.  Mr.  R.  Laidlaw  was  re-elected  a  member  of  the 
executive.  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Bolster  was  nominated  as  treasurer.  Mr.  William 
Christison  and  Mr.  Peter  Shortreed  were  nominated  as  members  of  the  execu- 
tive. Mr.  G.  A.  Kyle  was  elected  auditor,  in  place  of  Mr.  Thomas  Storie. 
resigned,  owing  to  going  abroad. 

The  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  milk  supply  question  was  sub 
mitted  by  Mr.  Ralston,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  and  accepted. 

Representation  on  public  bodies  circular  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
to  be  appointed  consisting  of  one  representative  from  each  society  and  two 
from  the  conference  executive. 

Mr.  R.  Laidlaw  read  an  interesting  paper  on  "  Co-operation  and  Its 
Future,"  which  brought  forth  a  keen  discussion.  Mr.  Laidlaw  received  a 
cordial  vote  of  thankis. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  December  meeting  be  not  held,  owing  to  the  many 
difficulties,  unless  some  important  business  came  forward  or  arrangements 
got  better. 

The  executive  desire  to  put  on  record  its  best  thanks  to  the  societies 
under  whose  auspices  it  has  met  during  the  past  year,  and  for  the  hospitality 
extended  to  all  those  who  were  privileged  to  attend  the  meetings. 


The  following  is  tne  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 

To  Balance  from  last  year      66    2  1 

„   Contributions  from  Societies 61    9  1 

,,  Co-operative  Union 3    0  0 

,,   Advertisements    6    0  0 

„  Motor  Expenses!  repaid  Earlston)    0  10  l" 

„  Interest  from  Bank 12  2 


Audited — 

G.  A.  Ktlk. 


£188    4    2 


Expenditure.                     £    s.  d. 

By  Committee  Expenses  16    1  10 

,,   Delegates'   and    Trayelling  Ex- 
penses  11    4  9 

„  Delegate  to  Congress 13    3  6 

„  Secretary's  Salary  3    0  0 

„    Printing 11    0  4 

n    Stamps,    Stationery,  and    Bank 

Commission 1  13  10 

„    Subscription  to  Co-operative  Con- 
valescent Homes 1  15  0 

„    Subscription  to  Workers'  Educa- 
tional Association 1    1  0 

„    Cash  in  the  Bank  77    2  0 

,,    Cash  in  hand    2 


1  11 


£138    4    2 
Thos.  N.  BAiiSTON,  Secretary. 
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No.  3. — Central. 

Executive  Committee. 

Mr,  John  Brown  (president),  Wishaw.       Mr.  Robert     M.    Prentice     (secretary), 


Joseph  Kay  (vice-president),  Car- 
luke.    , 

Archibald  Muir  (treasurer),  Mother- 
well. 

David  R.  Lockhart  (auditor), 
Motherwell. 


Coatbridge. 

Maxwell   Bryce    (statistical   secre- 
tary), Burnbank. 

Thos.  McAuslin,  Bellshill. 

Matthew  McPhail,  Blantyre. 

Dugald  Waddell,  Hamilton. 

Patrick  MoBride,  Lanark. 


Never  in  the  history  of  the  co-operative  movement  in  Lanarkshire  has 
there  been  a  more  earnest  revival  of  propaganda  activity  than  at  present,  and 
it  is  necessary,  because,  up  to  now,  we  have  failed  to  lay  hold  of  all  manner 
of  legitimate  means  to  make  ourselves  etrong  in  the  faith  of  nobler  living,  to 
quicken  us  regarding  our  responsibilities  as  co-operative  citizens.  Towards 
the  fm'therance  of  these  ends  the  Central  Conference  Association  has  bestirred 
itself  during  the  year  to  meeting  the  exigencies  of  peculiar  times.  At  the 
quarterly  meetings  of  the  association  all  questions  of  vital  moment  to  co- 
operators  have  been  discussed,  but  these  have  paled  in  significance  compared 
with  the  national  co-operative  policy  and  programme. 

The  question  of  co-operators  entei'ing  into  the  political  arena  is  one  which 
has  been  discussed  frequently,  and  the  old-time  opposition  offered.  But  the 
trend  of  opinion  is  that  some  action,  political  or  otherwise,  will  require  to  be 
taken  in  order  to  maintain  our  status  as  a  great  factor  in  the  distribution  of 
commodities  and  a  power  to  be  reckoned  with  regarding  the  real  life-giving 
aspects  of  the  movement.  Parliamentary  (direct,  if  possible)  is  the  only 
solution  to  such  a  problem. 

Our  educational  system  has  been  overhauled,  and  our  co-operative  educa- 
tional system  has  been  purged  of  its  "  draw-the-line  "  policy,  and  we  have 
set  upon  the  broadest  possible  basis  so  that  all  may  leai'n  and  all  may  become 
useful  members  of  society. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  societies  in  our  area  has  bean 
phenomenal,  and  this  has  been  achieved  in  face  of  Food  Shortage,  Excess 
Profits  Tax,  and  a  fall  in  the  savings. 

The  record  of  propaganda  work  for  the  yeai'  is  one  which  gives  some 
satisfaction,  and  is  most  creditable  to  the  black  country.  Societies  with 
educational  committees  have  been  most  energetic  in  their  efforts  to  more  finnly 
establish  the  principles  of  co-operation  in  their  respective  localities ;  moreover, 
they  have  set  out  in  search  of  "lost  sheep,"  which  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
mendable phases  of  propaganda  work.  Innumerable  meetings  have  been  held 
in  most  of  the  societies,  particularly  with  respect  to  concentrating  our  efforts 
on  politicial  representation.  The  National  Propaganda  Committee  and  the 
Central   Conference  Committee  have  between  them  arranged   eight  open-air 
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meetings  and  twelve  meetings  in  doors  to  educate  the  people  on  the  co- 
operative policy  and  programme.  These  meetings  were  sometimes  held  in 
large  industrial  centres,  and  at  other  times  the  most  isolated  constituencies 
were  visited.  In  every  instance  the  meetings  were  interesting,  and  in  some 
cases  questions  were  invited,  which  gave  the  promoters  of  such  meetings 
some  idea  as  to  the  trend  of  tliought  on  big  questions  prevailing  in  these 
districts.  It  was  no  unfrequent  part  of  the  programme  to  have  a  resolution 
or  resolutions  moved  condemning  the  Government  for  the  lack  of  foresight 
in  not  taking  the  movement  into  confidence  when  the  problem  of  food  rationing 
was  in  view.  Moreover,  the  military  authorities'  persistent  badgering  of 
men  for  military  service,  and  overlooking  others  equally  liable  for  service, 
has  given  rise  to  some  strongly-worded  protests. 

One  commendation  has  been  given  even  by  those  who  are  outside  our 
ranks,  and  that  is  we  lead  the  way  in  prices  for  foodstuffs.  Even  that 
admission  is  worth  having. 

The  Central  Conference  Committee  knows  that  there  are  trying  times 
ahead  of  the  movement,  and  because  of  these  our  aim  is  to  make  the  present 
body  of  co-operators  stronger  in  their  faith  and  capable  at  all  times  to  give 
a  reason  for  the  faith  that  is  in  them.  To  permeate  the  conference  area  with 
the  ideals  of  the  movement  by  living  up  to  them  ourselves,  so  that  those  of 
the  workers  who  as  yet  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  with  us  will  one  day  be  won, 
and  when  this  heis  been  accomplished  we  shall  have  that  great  Co-operative 
Commonwealth,  when  every  man  shall  s"ee  his  brother's  good  in  his  own. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  :  — 


Income.  £     b. 

To  Balance,  1916 81  14 

,,   Subscriptions  from  Societies....  13117 

,,  Veterans' Collection 4  11 

„  Bank  Interest 2  13 

,,  Share  in  StottUh  Co-operator. ...  12 


David  R.  Lockhart, 

Auditor. 


£221  19    8 


Expenditure.  £ 

By  Printing 15 

Postage 3 

Committee  and  Fares 20 

Conference   ,,        „        31 

Propaganda 28 

Congress  Expenses   10 

Emergency  Conference   8 

Co-operative  Union 0 

Homes  Association    1 

Wages  Board  2 

International  Alliance     0 

Veterans  (donation)  1 

,,       (collection) 4 

President  s  Salary 1 


s.  d. 

7  6 
4  3 
9  0 

8  7 
8  8 


10    0 
15    0 


Secretary's 

Treasurer's     , 

Auditor's  „       

Statistical  Secretary's  Salary 
SeotlUh  Co-nperator  {share)  . 
Cash  in  D.  L  Co-operative. . . 
Cash  in  hand  


13    7t 
11    ^ 


£221  19    3 

Robert  M.   Prknticb,  Secretary. 
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No.  4. — East  of  Scotland. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  William       Nimmo      (president), 

Armadale. 
„    George  Peddie  (secretary),  Leith 

Walk,  Edinburgh. 
„    George      Gray      (treasurer),    St. 

Cuthbert's,  Edinburgh. 


Mr.  Edward  Young,  Leith  Provident. 
„    William  D.  Gready,  St.  Cuthbert's 
„    John  D.  Munro,  St.  Cuthbert's. 
„    John  Clark,  Penicuik. 
,,    William  Colville  (auditor). 
„    Jas.  C.  Cessford  (auditor). 


We  have  again  the  privilege  of  submitting  for  your  approval  a  summary 
of  the  past  year's  proceedings. 

The  times  have  been  throughout  a  period  of  the  greatest  gravity.  In  the 
movement  it  falls  to  be  recorded  that  this  has  been  the  year  of  the  great 
decision.  Congress  by  vast  majorities  pronounced  in  favour  of  political  action, 
and  our  own  association  through  repeated  resolutions  has  maintained  the  same 
attitude  of  self-reliance.  The  extension  of  the  franchise  to  women  and  the 
treatment  meted  out  to  co-operators  by  those  in  power  hae  created  the  oppor- 
tunity, so  that  the  time  is  ripe  for  direct  parliamentary  representation  and 
the  view-point  of  such  a  large  section  of  the  community  being  stamped  on 
future  legislation. 

Evidence  of  the  progress  of  the  movement  within  our  area  is  to  be  found 
in  the  altered  position  of  the  combined  societies,  as  shown  in  the  following 
tables  : — 

Share 
Members.  Sales.  Profits  Capital. 

£  £  £ 

1917 104,137        5,098,356        925,129         1,495,458 

1916 91,930        4,272,256  ^^  854,014        1,544,214 


Increase  for  year 12,207         £826,100        £71,115       D  £48,756 

D  Decrease. 

CONFKRBNCE    MEETINGS. 

Our  statutory  meetings  have  been  attended  by  delegates  and  visitors  to 
the  utmost  capacity  of  the  hall  space.  Mr.  William  Nimmo,  J.P.,  has  presided 
at  all  our  meetings  with  marked  ability  and  much  acceptance. 

The  first  quarterly  conference,  or  annual  meeting,  was  held  in  the 
Assembly  Rooms,  Leith,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society.  Mr.  James  Young  gave  the  delegates  a  hearty  welcome. 
Mr.  William  Nimmo  was  appointed  president;  Mr.  George  Gray,  treasurer; 
Messrs.  W.  D.  Gready  and  H.  D.  Mimro,  members  of  committee ;  and  Messrs. 
W.  Colville  and  J.  C.  Cessford,  auditors.  Mr.  J.  M.  Wilkie  (Scottish 
Sectional  Board)  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Policy  of  Co-operators  re  Taxation 
of  Dividends  and  Excess  Profits  Duty."  At  the  close  the  speaker  moved  a 
resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

The  second  conference  took  place  in  the  Town  Hall,  Prestonpans,  on  the 
invitation  of  the  local  society.    Mr.  Andrew  Young,  in  a  stirring  and  enthusi- 
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astic  address,  moved  a  resolution  against  taxation  of  co-operative  dividends ; 
the  enfranchisement  of  ■women ;  and  co-operative  representation  in  Parliament. 
The  second  Tssolution  on  the  agenda  was  discussed  and  accepted  as  amended, 
viz.  : — 

In  the  event  of  the  Government  initiating  any  scheme  of  rationing 
the  food  of  the  people,  this  conference  demands  at  least  one-third 
of  the  representation  on  any  boards  that  may  be  formed  for  this 
purpose.  Copies  of  this  resolution  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Food 
Controller  and  Prime  Minister. 
It  was  unanimously  agreed — 

That  this  association  become  affiliated  to  the  Scottish  Council  of  the 
Workers'  Educational  Association,  and  that  one  guinea  be  sub- 
scribed to  its  funds. 
The  third  meeting  found  its  venue  in  the  Cowan  Institute,   under  the 
auspices  of  Penicuik  Society.     Mr.  G.   Peddie  was  appointed  secretary  and 
Messrs.  E.  Young  and  J.  Clark  members  of  committee.     Mr.  Rowat  (manager, 
Paisley  Provident  Society)   read  a  paper  on  "A  Forward  Step."       A  keen 
discussion  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  unanimously  : — 

This   meeting   of   delegates    supports   heartily   the    demands   of   the 

Labour  members  of  school  boards  for  a  better  education  to  the 

workers'  children,  and  asks  for  an  increase  of  the  school  age,  with 

a,  maintenance  grant  for  all  children  between  the  years  of   13 

and  16. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Tranent,  under  the 

auspices  of  the  local  society.     Mr.   J.   C.   Cessford.   F.S.A.A.,   Incorporated 

Accountant  and  Public  Auditor,  read  a  paper  entitled  "Looking  Forward.'' 

The  subject  was  well  thought  out,   and   showed   the  reader's  ab]e  grasp  of 

finance,  both  from  a  national  and  local  standpoint.     "Looking  forward,"  he 

was  in  favour  of  a  national  society,  greater  depreciations  and  larger  reserves, 

and  a  determined  attempt  being  made  to  have  the  excess  profits  duty  already 

paid  refunded.    But  his  great  objective  wa^  the  creation  of  a  production  fund, 

out  of  which  capital  would  be  found  free  of  interest  to  enter  into  productive 

enterprises.     Still  he  held  that  finance,  though  important,  was  not  everything ; 

we  must  have  vision,  and  then  co-operators  would  come  into  their  own.     A 

discussion   followed,   largely  of  a   complimentary   nature.      The   conuiiittee's 

recommendation,    that    "This    association    become    affiliated    to    the    Land 

Nationalisation  Society,"  was  accepted. 

Rbgttiation  Flour. 
A   special  conference   was  held  in   Picardy   Place   Hall,    Edinburgh,   to 
endeavour  to  bring  about  an  improvement  in  the  "  war  bread."    Mr.  Worling 
(manager,   St.    Cuthbert's   Bakery  Department)   introduced   the   subject   in   a 
lucid  and  technical  address,  and  moved — 

That  this  conference  of  the  East  of  Scotland  Co-operative  Conference 
Association,   representing   fifteen   co-operative   societies,    with   a 
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combined  membership  of  91,930,  and  supplying  approximately 
400,000  persons  with  the  necessary  articles  of  food,  protest  most 
emphatically  against  the  regulatioas  which  the  Government  have 
made  for  dealing  with  flour  and  bread,  the  regulations  putting 
serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of  making  Scotch  bread,  owing  to 
the  introduction  of  materials  which  upset  and  vitiate  fermenta- 
tion. Further,  the  regulations  are  most  uneconomical,  being 
productive  of  a  great  waste  of  material  both  in  the  unfinished 
state  as  dough  and  in  the  finished  etate  as  bread,  which,  more- 
over, in  its  present  state  is  undoubtedly  having  a  very  deleterious 
effect  upon  the  health  of  the  consumers.  We,  therefore,  demand 
that  the  regulations  be  withdrawn  so  far  as  they  refer  to  the 
adulteration  of  flour,  and  the  percentage  of  flour  extracted  from 
the  wheat. 
After  this  had  been  seconded,  a  vigorous  discussion  followed,  taken  part  in 
by  all  the  interests  concerned,  i.e.,  directors,  bakers,  managers,  and  millers. 

Political  Action. 

The  Scottish  Section  having  recommended  that  a  defence  committee  should 
be  formed  for  this  area,  and"  the  conference  having  agreed  to  a  special  meeting 
for  this  purpose,  the  said  meeting  was  held  in  Picardy  Place  Hall  on  15th 
September.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Buchanan  (St.  Cuthbert's)  a  central  com- 
mittee was  appointed.  The  committee  to  consist  of  eighteen  members,  each 
society  to  have  one  representative,  two  from  the  Conference  Committee,  and 
one  from  the  Scottish  Section.  A  discussion  took  place  on  the  necessity  fir 
women  being  represented  on  this  committee,  as  the  women  had  now  been 
enfranchised.  This  was,  however,  left  to  the  committee,  which,  when  con- 
stituted, would  co-opt  women  if  thought  advisable. 

The  Central  Committee  was  inaugurated  by  the  Executive  on  tlie  13th 
October,  when  the  following  office-beaxers  were  appointed  : — Mr.  William 
Nimmo  (Armadale),  president;  Mr.  J.  W.  Johnstone  (St.  Cuthbert's),  secre- 
tary; Mr.  Taylor  (Musselburgh  and  FisheiTow),  treasurer. 

Co-ordination  of  Transport  Services. 
This  meeting  was  convened  on  the  authority  of  the  conference  after  a 
letter  had  been  received  from  the  Mid-Lothian  Food  Control  Committee,  on 
Saturday,  24th  November,  in  the  Bible  Societies'  Rooms,  Edinburgh,  with 
but  one  exception,  all  the  societies  were  represented.  The  president  briefly 
introduced  the  subject.  Mr.  Leckie  (manager,  Penicuik  Society),  in  explaining 
the  position  as  an  advisory  member  of  the  Transport  Committee,  said  the 
scarcity  of  petrol  and  horse  provender  was  the  cause  for  this  request  being 
made  to  economise  as  far  as  possible  their  transport  services.  All  the  repre- 
sentatives having  expressed  their  views,  Mr.  D.  A.  Robertson  (Haddington) 
moved,  and  Mr.  Pagan  (Broxburn)  seconded — 

This  meeting  recommends  that  neighbouring  societies  be  requested  to 
arrange  mutual  boundaries,  and  consequent  exchange  of  members, 
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and  to  report  the  result  to  conference  aeoretary  on  or  before  the 

1st  January. 
Mr.  Turner  (Bathgate)  moved,  and  Mr.  Thomson  (St.  Cuthbert's)  seconded, 
an  amendment  that — 

We  await  developments. 
On  a  division  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority. 

Obitttary. 
In  Mr.  Peter  Glass  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  has  lost 
an  able  administrator  and  powerful  protagonist ;  St.  Cuthbert's  had  to  mourn 
the  departure  of  a  staunch  supporter  in  Mr.  John  Welsh ;  Penicuik  had 
sustained  a  serious  loss  in  the  person  of  Mr.  John  Wallace,  for  many  years 
chairman  of  the  society;  and  West  Calder  was  bereft  of  the  services  of  Mr. 
Charles  Thomson,  for  nine  yeara  vice-president  of  that  society. 

Educational  and  Propaganda  Work. 

Special  Ccmference. — This  function,  which  is  now  well  established  as  an 
annual  one,  was  held  at  92,  Fountainbridge,  Edinburgh. 

The  secretary  submitted  a  scheme  which  included  a  continuation  of  many 
of  the  old  features,  and  a  proposal  to  inaugurate  .a  Men's  Guild  in  Edinburgh 
under  the  name  of  the  East  of  Scotland  Guild.  The  scheme,  after  being 
discussed,  was  agreed  to,  Mrs.  Patterson  suggesting  that  all  the  educational 
committees  should  unite,  so  as  to  make  this  first  guild  in  the  east  a  success. 

Mr.  J.  Erekine-Scott  (Lfcith  Provident  Educational  Committee)  read  a 
noteworthy  paper  on  the  "  Development  of  the  Young  Co-operator,"  which  was 
well  received. 

Open-air  Meetings. — The  National  Propaganda  Committee  offered  the 
services  of  a  speaker'  for  a  Saturday  afternoon;.  This  was  accepted,  and 
meetings  were  held  in  Roslin  and  Loanhead.  Mr.  E.  Young  (of  the  Executive) 
acted  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Purdie  delivered  the  address.  The 
subject  treated  was  the  enormity  of  the  excess  profits  duty.  The  second 
meeting,  held  later  in  the  evening,  had  a  very  large  attendance,  and  the 
interest  evoked  was  seen  in  the  number  of  questions  asked  at  the  close. 

Propaganda  Meetings. — This  conference  has  gained  a  good  reputation  for 
their  sustained  ende-avours  throughout  the  area  in  bringing  home  to  their 
hearers  the  need  for  increased  loyalty,  the  power  of  associated  effort,  and  the 
necessity  for  co-operators  being  represented  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Throughout  the  year  meetings  have  been  held  at  Dunbar,  Armadale, 
Leith,  Penicuik,  Broxburn,  and  Tranent.  All  these  meetings  have  been 
addressed  by  the  president  and  members  of  committee,  and  the  reception 
given  them  by  the  audiences  have  been  most  encouraging. 

National  Propaganda  Meetings. — This  committee  very  generously  offered 
to  assist  us,  providing  the  means  to  carry  through  three  district  meetings 
under  our  supervision.  These  were  held  at  Newtongrange  for  Dalkeith, 
Livingstone  Station,  and  Bathgate,  and  were  addressed  by  Messrs.  A.  Young. 
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W.  Williamson,  and  ex- Councillor  Welsh.  The  president  of  the  conference 
acted  as  chairman,  and  several  members  of  committee,  as  well  as  local  officialfl, 
supplemented  with  short  addresses.  The  attendances  were  large  and  very 
enthusiastic. 

Mass  Meetings. — The  National  Committee  having  expressed  a  desire  to 
hold  mafis  meetings  in  populous  districts,  this  was  readily  taken  up.  An 
augmented  committee,  consisting  of  representations  of  women's  guilds  and 
educational  committees,  along  with  the  Executive,  organised  a  great  meeting 
in  March  in  the  Synod  Hall,  Edinburgh,  presided  over  by  the  president.  A 
resolution  of  protest  against  the  inequitable  treatment  meted  out  to  co- 
operators  was  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Ramsay  MacDonald  in  a  stirring  speech  on 
"  Co-operation  :  Ita  Mission  and  Goal."  The  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously,  and  general  satisfaction  was  expressed  with  all  the  arrangements. 
Another  meeting  of  the  same  description  was  held  in  Leith  in;  the  month 
of  November.  Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  J. P.  (chairman  of  the  Scottish  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society),  delivered  a  rousing  address  on  the  "Develop- 
ment of  Co-operation,"     Here,  also,  a  resolution  was  submitted. 

Juvenile  Essay  Competition. — This  competition,  which  was  open  to  all 
societies  acting  through  their  educational  committees,  with  the  exceptions  of 
St.  Cuthbert's  and  Leith  Provident,  was  carried  through  with  complete 
success.  Mr.  Andrew  Young,  the  adjudicator,  presented  the  prizes  at  the 
conference  held  at  Prestonpans.  These  consisted  of  silver  watches  to  the 
boys  and  wristlet  watches  to  the  girls. 

Educational  Agencies. — The  desire  so  frequently  expressed  by  us  that  all 
societies  should  have  an  educational  department  is  gradually  becoming 
materialised.  New  committees  have  been  formed  since  ouri  lajst  report,  and 
we  welcomed  to  membership  in  the  conference  one  of  these,  viz.,  Penicuik 
Educational  Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  recognised  functions  generally  adopted  to  carry  out 
educational  work,  some  special  efforts  have  been  made.  An  educational  con- 
ference was  held  on  the  invitation  of  St,  Cuthbert's  Educational  Com- 
mittee, at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  a  large  gathering  was 
addressed  by  Dr.  Dyer,  and  a  discussion  followed,  full  of  good  suggestions. 
Leith  Provident  Educational  Committee  invited  all  the  presidents  and  secre- 
taries of  educational  committees  to  partake  in  a  deliberation  over  various 
phases  of  educational  activities  before  the  winter's  work  began.  The  response 
was  gratifying. 

Men's  Guild. — In  carrying  out  the  proposal  that  a  Men's  Guild  shoidd 
be  formed  for  the  East  of  Scotland,  an  invitation  was  issued  to  all  those 
friendly  to  the  policy  to  attend  a  meeting.  From  its  composition  it  was 
evident,  through  Leith  Provident  having  formed, a  guild  for  themselves,  the 
members  would  all  belong  to  St.  Cuthbert's.  This  being  so,  a  deputation 
from  the  meeting  approached  St.  Cuthbert's;  Educational  Committee,  with 
thfe  happiest  results.  We  have  now  prosperous  guilds  in  Leith  and  Edinburgh. 
But  to  St.  Cuthbert's  Men's  Guild  belongs  the  honour  of  being  the  first  of 
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that  denomination  to  join  this  association.        We  would  like  to  see  other 
societies  instituting  men's  guilds. 

Women's  Guilds. — From  all  our  sources  of  information  these  organisations 
are  still  forging  ahead,  and  the  desire  expressed  in  our  last  report  that  every 
society  should  have  a  guild  connected  with  it  will  soon  be  realised. 

Wages  Board. 
This  functionary  body,  instituted  by  the  conference,  has  been  doing  quiet 
and  good  work.  Four  statutory  and  three  special  meetings  have  been  held, 
and  several  sub-committee  meetings.  Wages  have  been  amicably  adjusted 
on  a  few  occasions,  and  the  wages  of  the  dressmaking  employees— outside  of 
Edinburgh — have  been  placed  on  the  same  basis  all  over  the  area.  Organisers 
of  labour  have  expressed  willingness  to  treat  with  the  Board,  and  they,  along 
with  us,  regret  that  there  is  not  a  unanimous  opinion  in  favour  of  collective 
action.  We  hope  societies  unaffiliated  to  the  Wages  Board  will  reconsider  fcheir 
position  and  come  to  a  decision  in  favour  of  economy. 

Thanks. 
We  take  this  opportunity  of  tendering  our  thanks  to  the  societies  who 
have  entertained  us,  to  the  committees  assisting  us  in  our  propaganda  work, 
and  to  the  large  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  gave  up  so  much  of 
their  time  in  organising  the  mass  meetings.  We  should  further  acknowledge 
the  cordiality  and  encouragement  given  to  us  in  all  our  comings  and  goings 
amongst  you. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Balance  at  Ist  January,  1917 11    0  IJ 

„  Bank  Interest 0  13  1 

„   Advertisements    6    0  0 

„  Contributions  from  Societies, &c.  169    8  11 
,,  Contributions  from  Scottish  Nat- 
ional Propaganda  Committee  ,  39  18  0 


Audited — 

Wm.  Cot-VILLE. 

James  C.  Ckssford,  F.S.A.A.A. 


£227    0    li 


Expenditure.  jE    s  d. 

By  Committee's  Expenses 20  13  3 

,,  Quarterly  Conference  Meetings  . .  12    6  0 

„  Delegations    26    2  7 

,,  Delegate  to  L  ancaster  Congress.   13  13  8 

„   Propagada  Meetings 25    8  5 

,,  National  Propaganda  Meetings. .  89  18  0 

„   Edinburgh  Printing  Co 34  18  6 

„  Children's  Essay  Competition. .. .    4    7  0 

„  Hall  Rent  3  11  6 

„  Advertising 1     1  4 

„  Women'sTrades  2    0  0 

„  Workers' Educational  Committee    110 

„  Railway  Nationalisation  0  10  6 

„  Convalescent  Homes 1  15  0 

„  Co-operativeVeterans' Association    110 

,,  Co-operative  Union   0  10  0 

,,  International  Alliance 0  12  0 

,,   Salaries — 

Chairman  8    0  0 

Committee 4    0  0 

Secretary   10    0  0 

„  Postage  si    0  0 

Treasurer 4    0  0 

„         Postage 0  16  0 

Auditors 10  0 

Balance  at  Slst  December,  1917    12  14  4} 

£227    0  U 
Gborob  Peddib,   Secretary.' 
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No.  5. — Falkirk. 
Executive  Committee. 


Ex-Bailie     Loney,      J. P.     (president), 

Denny. 
Mr.     Robert    Newlands     (treasurer), 

Camelon. 
„     Thomas      Johnston       (secretary), 

Falkirk. 


Mr.  H.  Rule,  B,  and  G.  Baking. 
„    H.  Brock,  Grangemouth. 
„   G.  M'Nair,  Stenhousemuir. 
„    A.  Thompson,  Redding. 
„    Jas.  M.  Primrose,  Camelon  ;  Mr.  G. 
Walker,  Grahamston  (auditors). 


Life  Members  of  the  Association  : 
John  Liddell  (late  treasurer).  Robert  Marshall  (late  secretary). 

Many  difficulties  have  had  to  be  overcome  in  the  management  of  our 
affairs  during  the  year. 

On  all  sides  we  are  exhorted  to  economise  in  foodstuffs.  There  is  no  fear 
of  the  co-operative  members  doing  their  duty,  but  while  they  are  doing  this 
it  is  also  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  supplies  are  equitably 
distributed,  and  we  believe  if  this  were  done  the  shortage  cry  would  almost 
disappear.  With  direct  representation  we  have  a  weapon  at  our  hand  to 
enforce  this  demand  if  all  co-opeirators  do  their  duty. 

We  were  honoured  by  being  invited  to  hold  in  our  area,  and  under  our 
auspioeis,  the  annual  Scottish  Co-operative  Conference.  Provost  Bogle 
(Falkirk)  gave  a  civic  welcome,  and  opened  a  conference  which,  during  its 
sitting,  decided  on  questions  of  far-reaching  importance  to  the  movement  in 
general.  We  thank  the  societies  for  their  liberality,  which  enabled  the 
Council  to  entertain  their  guests  in  a  fitting  manner. 

As  a  fitting  climax  to  the  propaganda  meetings  held  during  1916,  a  great 
co-operative  rally  wae  held  in  Falkirk  in  March.  Mr.  W.  C.  Anderson,  M.P., 
was  the  speaker,  and  a  splendid  address  on  "  Co-operation  "  was  given.  The 
Council  did  all  in  their  power  to  make  the  meeting  a  success,  and  they  were 
rewarded  with  a  bumper  house. 

An  open-air  propaganda  meeting  was  held  at  Slamannan  in  June,  and 
indoor  meetings  were  held  at  Linlithgow  Bridge  and  Bonnybridge  in 
December.  Councillor  Logan  (Falkirk)  addressed  all  these  meetings.  A  ready 
speaker,  an  enthusiastic  co-operator,  and  a  trade  union  leader,  his  remarks 
carried  great  weight. 

Professor  Hall  also  addressed  a  very  enthusiastic  meeting  in  Falkirk  in 
November. 

We  believe  these  meetings  have  had  the  desired  effect  by  making  the 
rank  and  file  take  a  keener  interest  in  the  co-operative  movement.  The  thanks 
of  the  Association  are  due  to  the  Scottish  Section  and  the  Scottish  Propaganda 
Committee  for  granting  us  these  meetings. 

The  Association  has  identified  itself  with  the  movement  for  direct  repre- 
sentation in  Parliament.  A  special  committee  has  been  appointed  and  is  at 
work.  The  grouping  of  the  societies  has  been  a  success.  As  practically  the 
individual  society  has  a  direct  connection  with  the  Central  Committee,  this 


492  Reports  of  Scottish  Section  and  Districts. 

committee  requires  financial  assistance,  and  where  the  rules  of  the  society 
permit  it  is  hoped  that  liberal  contributions  will  be  made.  Those  societies 
whose  rules  do  not  permit  should  see  to  the  immediate  alteration,  so  that 
they  can  fall  into  line  with  other  societies.  It  is  important  that  the  question 
of  direct  representation  should  be  taken  up  seriously,  ae  in  the  near  future 
it  is  expected  that  an  election  will  take  place,  and  co-operators  should  be  in 
readiness. 

The  women's  guilds  and  education  associations  aflBliated  with  us  have  been 
doing  good  work  during  the  winter.  Interesting  lectures  have  been  given, 
at  which  the  attendance  has  been  well  maintained. 

We  have  held  our  usual  quarterly  meetings  during  the  year.  The  Council's 
aim  has  always  been  to  bring  forward  the  most  prominent  leaders  in  the 
movement  as  speakers,  and  there  has  been  no  exception  to  this  rule  during 
the  year.  We  had  Mr.  Deans,  at  Larbert,  addressing  us  on  the  "  Proposed 
Tax  on  Co-operative  Dividends " ;  Mr.  David  Rowat,  at  Bonnybridge,  on 
"Co-operative  Finance,  Especially  in  War  Time";  Mr.  James  Bayne,  Alloa, 
on  "Our  Aim  and  How  to  Attain  It";  and  Professor  Hall,  at  Cameron,  on 
the  "National  Policy  and  Programme."  All  of  these  gentlemen  went  fuUy 
into  the  questions  under  consideration.  The  attendance  at  the  conferences 
has  been  well  maintained,  and  a  feature  is  the  part  local  delegates  are  taking 
in  the  discussion.  The  Council  have  had  a  large  amount  of  important  work 
to  consider,  and  many  meetings  have  been  held  during  the  session. 

Wages  Board. 

At  the  close  of  our  last  report  we  were  negotiating  with  the  A.U.C.E. 
regarding  a  demand  for  an  advance  of  33^  per  cent  on  wages  paid  at  31st 
December,  1916.  Unfortunately,  a  general  agreement  could  not  be  arrived 
at.  A  majority  of  the  societies  were  able  to  arrange  with  their  employees, 
but  Bo'ness,  Bonnybridge,  Grangemouth,  and  Slamannan  were  unable  to  do 
so.  Grangemouth  was  the  hardest  hit,  as  their  employees  went  out  on  strike, 
and  work  was  not  resumed  until  terms  weire  arranged  with  the  A.U.C.E. 
officials.  These  terms  were  in  excess  of  those  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the 
Wages  Boaird,  and  foiTned  a  basis  for  negotiations  with  the  A.U.C.E.  officials 
and  the  Bo'ness,  Bonnybridge,  and  Slamannan  societies.  These  terms  com- 
pelled these  societiesi  to  pay  a  higher  rate  of  wages,  which  caused  much 
dissatisfaction.  This  year  an  endeavour  was  made  to  avoid  the  trouble  of 
the  previous  year,  and  we  are  pleased  to  say  the  A.U.C.E.  assisted  us  in  doing 
so.  Their  demand  was  considered  much  too  excessive,  but,  by  patient  negotia- 
tion and  a  give  and  take  spirit,  an  amicable  settlement  was  arrived  at. 

We  had  also  to  consider  a  demand  from  the  Bakers'  Union  for  an  advance 
of  83.  per  week,  a  48  hours  week,  and  an  overtime  rate  of  Is.  6d.  per  hour. 
Matters  were  more  complicated  than  usual,  owing  to  the  bakers  having 
extended  their  district,  and  insisting  on  negotiating  with  all  employers  as 
a  body.  It  was  quite  obvious  from  the  beginning  of  the  negotiations  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  bakers.  If  the  advance  of  8a.  was  not  granted, 
then  they  would  com*  out  on  strik*.    As  they  would  not  consent  to  arbitration, 
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the  combined  Wages  Board  laid  ^^hemselves  out  to  get  the  best  terms  possible. 
The  8s.  was  granted,  but  the  48  hours  were  dropped,  and  a  graduated  scale 
of  overtime  was  adopted,  and  no  alteration  was  to  be  made  in  the  starting 
hours  in  operation  during  the  year. 

We  have  also  applications  from  the  Managers'  Association  and  Tailors' 
Union,  both  of  which  are  still  under  consideration. 

Altogether,  the  Wages  Boai'd  has  had  a  strenuous  and  trying  time.  They 
had  the  interests  of  the  societies  to  consider,  and  also,  under  present  con- 
ditions, the  employees ;  and,  while  it  iis  not  possible  to  avoid  friction,  they 
hope  their  decisions  have  met  with  general  approval. 

We  thank  the  societies  under  whose  auspices  we  have  met  for  the  cordial 
welcome  and  generous  hospitality  extended  at  all  tmies. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.  £    s.  &. 

To  Balance  from  last  year 55  15  8^ 

,,  Subscriptions 145    7  7J 

„  Interest   0  14  2 


Audited — 

George  Walker. 
James  M.  Primrose. 


£201  17    6 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Committee's  Expenses 22  10  0 

„  Delegations    5  17  0 

,,  Travelling  12  11  9 

,,  Purveying  at  Quarterly  Meetings.  23  lO  0 

,,  Purveying  at  Special  Conferences    1  17  6 

„  Purvey  at  Co-operative  Rally     . .     16  8 

,,  Co-operative  Union  Subscription  .    0  10  0 

,,  Reading  Papers    112  6 

,,  Propaganda  Meetings 27  15  9 

„  Attending  Conferences  with  But- 
chers       1  10  7 

,,  Attending  Conferences  for  Politi- 
cal Vote Ill  9 

,,  Insurance  of  Cups    0    5  0 

,,  Remitted  to  Veterans' Association    3  10  IJ 

„  Delegate  to  Congress 10  17  0 

„  International  Co-op.  Alliance 14  0 

„  Printing  and  Stationery    15    3  9 

„  Hires      2    4  0 

„  Fee  to  L.R.C.  Conference    0    1  0 

„  Attending  L.R.C.  Conferences..    0  15  3 

„  Secretary's  Postage 3  18  4 

,,  Treasurer's  Postage   0  14  9^ 

„   Auditors 0  10  2 

„   Secretary's  Salary 5    0  0 

,,  Treasurer's  Salary  2    0  0 

„   Cash  in  Bank    55    0  0 

„  Cash  on  hand    0    0  7 


JE201  17 
Thomas  Johnston,  Secretary. 


No.  6. — Fife  and  Kinross. 
Executive  Committee : 


Mr.  John  King,  J.P.  (president),  Cow- 
denbeath. 

„  George  Spalding,  J.P.  (treasurer), 
Dysart. 

„  John  Patterson  (secretary),  Burnt- 
island. 

„    D.  Peebles  (auditor),  Dunfermline. 


Mr.  Alex.  H.  Gillespie,  J.P.,  Buckhaven. 
John  Balfour,  Kirkcaldy. 
George  Wright,  Dunfermline. 
Wm.  M.  Watson,  Cupar. 
Thomas  Cowan,  Kelty. 
Peter    McConnell,   J.P.   (Honorary 
Member),  Kirkcaldy. 


That  the  pa^t  year  has  been  a  most  eventful  period  in  the  co-operative 
movement  can   scarcely  be  questioned   when   we   recall   the   decision  of   the 
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Swansea  Congress,  the  special  conference  at  the  very  doors  of  Parliament, 
and  the  continual  fight  of  co-operators  to  secure  even  an  equitable  share  in 
the  distribution  of  rationed  foodstuffs.  The  co-operators  in  the  combined 
counties  have  found  tha,t  the  stir  of  the  outside  world  has  not  been  far  away 
from  their  own  doors,  and  the  harassing  details  of  society  management  are 
too  well  known  to  form  the  subject  of  any  reference  here. 

In  taking  its  part  in  overcoming  the  ever-accumulating  difficulties,  the 
association  has  not  been  idle,  and  a  reflex  of  the  times  is  seen  in  the  formation 
of  a  special  committee  for  Parliamentary  purposes  an-d  in  the  food  distribution 
protest  meeting  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  Labour  organisatione.  So 
favourably  has  the  inception  of  a  co-operative  political  fund  been  received 
that  almost  without  exception  societies  in  our  district  have  set  out  to  amend 
their  rules  to  enable  them  to  make  contributions.  Grimmer  and  grimmer  a& 
the  economic  struggle  has  waxed,  more  earnest  and  determined  have  the  Fife 
and  Kinross  co-operators  become  to  uphold  the  status  of  the  co-operative 
movement.     The  rocks  ahead  will  be  more  trying  still. 

In  dealing  with  the  affairs  intimately  connected  with  our  own  association, 
a  loss  has  to  be  recorded  in  the  resignation  of  Mr.  P.  McConnell,  J.P.,  from 
the  office  of  president — a  position  he  has  held  for  more  than  thirty  years. 
Such  a  splendid  record  of  co-operative  service  could  rot  pass  without  some 
special  recognition,  and  at  the  meeting  in  May,  held  at  Burntisland,  a 
deputation  from  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society's  Board  presented  the  retiring 
president  with  an  illuminated  address.  At  the  same  meeting,  Mr.  John 
King,  J. P.,  the  chairman  of  Cowdenbeath  Society,  was  chosen  to  succeed  Mr. 
McConnell. 

There  has  been  no  diminution  in  effort :  the  propagandai  work  has  been 
continued,  and  meetings  have  been  held  at  various  times  to  deal  with 
exigencies  as  they  have  arisen.  In  connection  with  this  'branch  of  the  work, 
the  association  is  deeply  indebted  to  the  kindness  shown  to  speakers  and  to 
the  splendid  assistance  societies  have  rendered  in  making  for  successful  and 
harmonious  results. 

Quarterly  Meetings. 

The  meeting  in  February  was  held  under  the  auspices  of  Dysart  Society. 
Mr.  James  Allan  (Scottish  Section)  read  a  paper,  "The  Position  the  Co- 
operative Movement  should  take  in  the  Reorganisation  of  Society  after  the 
War." 

The  meeting  in  May  was  held  at  Burntisland,  under  that  society's 
auspices.  The  secretary's  annual  report  and  statistical  statement  and 
treasurer's  cash  statement  were  submitted  and  accepted.  More  than  usual 
interest  was  associated  with  the  election  of  president,  as  Mr.  McConnell  was 
not  seeking  re-election,  the  choice  of  the  meeting  being  bestowed  on  Mr.  John 
King  (Cowdenbeath).  Mr.  Robert  Stewart,  J.P.  (chairman,  Scottish  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society)  being  deputed  by  his  Board,  handed  over  a 
beautiful  illuminated  address  to  the  retiring  president. 

The  meeting  in  August   was  held   on  the   invitation  of   the  society  at 
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Buckhaven.  Mr.  McConnell,  delegate  to  annual  Congress  held  at  Swansea, 
submitted  an  interesting  report  of  the  proceedings  at  that  gathering.  A  paper 
on  the  "Organisation  of  the  Co-operative  Vote  for  Municipal  and  Parlia- 
mentary Purposes"  was  read  by  Mr.  Geo.  Spalding,  J. P.  (treasurer).  As 
suggested  by  circular  from  the  Scottish  Section,  it  was  agreed  to  form  a 
special  committee  to  organise  the  co-operative  vote,  and  the  election  of  same 
was  agreed  to  on  a  vote,  viz.,  Messrs.  Bolland  (Lochgelly),  Stewart  (Leven 
Reform),  Herd  (Dunfermline),  Pearson  (Kirkcaldy),  Mackie  (Markinch),  and 
Fotheringham  (Kelty). 

A  motion  was  submitted  and  agreed  to  on  behalf  of  the  Burntisland 
Society  calling  for  inquiry  by  the  authorities  into  the  procedure  of  the  military 
tribunal  in  the  case  of  their  foreman  butcher. 

The  fourth  meeting  was  held  in  November,  under  the  auspices  of  Townhill 
Society,  in  the  Co-operative  Hall.  "  The  National  Co-operative  Policy,"  by 
Professor  Hall  (Adviser  of  Studias,  Co-operative  Union),  was  read  by  Mr. 
Spalding  and  discussed.  A  report  from,  the  special  committee  on  the  organising 
of  the  co-operative  vote  was  submitted,  and  at  this  meeting  a  resolution  was, 
by  a  majority,  agreed  to  that  the  age  of  school  attendance  be  increased  to 
sixteen  years. 

Special  Meetings. 
In   conjunction   with  the   Labour  organisations,    a  large   and   important 
meeting  was  held  at  Kirkcaldy  to  protest  against  the  limited  representation 
given  to  the  consumers  on  Food  Control  Committees,  and  suitable  resolutions 
were  submitted  and  agreed  to  and  forwarded  to  the  authorities. 

Propaganda  Meetings. 
Under  the  auspices  of  the  National  Propaganda  Committee,  meetings  have 
been  held  at  Kirkcaldy,  Leven,  Cowdenbeath,  Kelty,  and  Lochgelly. 

Overlapping. 

This  question  has  been,  by  war  conditions,  brought  permanently  under 
notice,  and  several  meetings  have  been  held  by  the  societies  immediately 
concerned,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  this  much-dabated  problem  was  being 
approached  in  a  more  amicable  and  hopeful  spirit  than  on  any  previous 
occasion. 

Auxiliary  Bodies. 

Women's  Guilds,  and  also  Men's  Guilds  (of  which  there  are  several  now 
in  our  district),  are  to  be  congratulated  for  spreading  and  keeping  to  the 
front  the  principles  of  our  movement,  and  we  have  pleasure  in  putting  on 
record  again  the  splendid)  efforts  made  by  our  Women's  Guild  on  behalf  of 
those  young  men  who  are  offering  themselves  for  the  defence  of  our  hearths 
and  homes. 

Educational. 

The  curtailment  of  railway  facilities  are  almost  prohibitive  of  any 
combined  action  on  educational  work,  but  local  efforts  by  some  of  the  societies 


496 


Reports  of  Scottish  Section  and  Districts. 


are  being  sustained.  The  last  restilts  of  the  Union  examination  are  very 
commendable.  Especially  worthy  of  mention  is  the  successful  passes  made 
by  the  students  from  Cowdenbeath  Society. 

Obituary. 
With  regret  we  record  the  claims  made  by  death  of  Mr.  John  Venters, 
who  for  a  long  period  was  secretary  of  Coaltown  of  Wemyss  Society,  and  in 
the  early  days  of  this  association  a  member  of  the  Executive.  Kelty  Society 
mourns  the  passing  away  of  two  of  their  original  members,  Mr.  William 
Penman  and  Mr.  William  Ireland,  who  for  years  was  a  well-known  figure 
at  conference  meetings,  the  educational  side  of  the  movement  having  his 
special  care. 

Wages  Board. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  matters  connected  with  conditions  of  work 
have  been  arranged  amicably  with  the  societies  themselves.  The  services  of  the 
Wages  Board  in  no  case  has  been  called  upon.  We  would  take  this  opportunity 
to  suggest  to  our  societies  the  taking  into  favourable  consideration  the  circular 
issued  during  the  year  by  the  Managers'  Association  as  to  their  remuneration 
being  based  on  some  scale,  and  thereby  remove  some  of  the  inequalities  in  the 
salaries  paid  to  those  holding  such  responsible  positions. 

In  closing  our  record  of  the  work  of  your  association  for  1917,  the 
meetings  of  the  Executive  have  been  more  numerous  than  in  previous  years, 
and  our  thanks  are  due  to  the  ready  help  extended  by  all  the  societies  for 
accommodation,  and,  under  present  restricted  supplies,  their  hospitality  to 
all  meetings.  We  have  for  another  year  been  especially  indebted  to  the  Board 
of  Pathhead  and  Sinclairtown  Society  for  their  assistance  in  our  work. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  :- 


Receipts.  £  s.  d. 

To  Subscriptions  from  Societies    ...100  4    1§ 

,,  Advertising     ...    ..   5  7    6 

,,   Cash — commencing  Year 13  4  11 

,,      „    Interest  on  Deposits    0  3    9 


Audited — 

David  Peebles. 


j£119    0    8i 


Expenditure. 
By  Committee's  Fees   

Delegations  

Railway  Pares 

Postages  and  Commission 

Telegrams,  Cheque  Book 

Furnishings  

Mr.  Lamont's  Testimonial 

Congress  Delegate  (Swansea) .... 

Emergency  Conference  Delegate 

(London)    

,  Co-op.  Veterans'  Association 

,  Convalescent  Homes 

,   International  Alliance 

,  Propaganda  Expenses  

,  Co- op. Representation  Committee 

,  Reader— Conference  Paper 

,  Printing , 

,  Secretary's  Salary 

,    Treasurer's     ,,       

,  Cash  on  Deposit 

,  Cash  in  hand 


£    s.  d- 

17  17  8, 

8  12  8* 
20  15  2, 

4  19  10' 

0  10  2 

0    9  0 

0  10  0 
13  10  2 

10    0  0 

1  10  0 

1  15  0 

2  0  0 

3  4  6 

4  11  2 
10  0 

9  16  8 

5  0  0 
2    0  0 

10    0  0 

0  18  2i 


£119    0    3} 


John   Patterson,    Secretary. 
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No.  7.— Forfarshire,  Perthshire,  and  Aberdeenshire. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  John  Muir  (president),  Dundee. 
„    Alfred  O'Neil  (secretary),  Brechin. 


D.  G.  Merchant  (treasurer),  Moni- 
fieth. 

Robert  Stewart  (statistical  secre- 
tary), Perth. 


Mr.  Colin  M.  Pulton,  Dundee. 
„    George  Wilson,  Aberdeen. 
„    John  Howie,  Arbroath. 
„    Wm.  M'Gregor,  Forfar. 
,,    James  Taylor,  Perth. 
„    David  Arkley,  Auchterarder. 

Auditors :  Messrs.  David  Small  and  James  Wilkie,  Dundee ; 
Mr.  Robert  Clark  {interim). 

Honorary  Member :  Mr.  George  J.  Mathews,  Perth. 

Scottish  Section's  Representative :  Mr.  George  Bisset,  Aberdeen. 

As  trade  and  industry  in  the  district  have  been  exceptionally  busy,  and 
employment  good,  all  the  societies  have  been  enabled  to  show  steady  progress. 
Comparative  statistics  are  misleading  just  now,  but  membership  has  increased, 
and  when  the  accentuated  difficulties  of  high  prices,  reduced  supplies,  lessened 
efficiency  of  staffs,  rationing,  and  Government  control  are  considered,  and  the 
inequitable  treatment  suffered  at  the  hands  of  Government  Commissions, 
especially  the  Flour  Commission,  we  can  truthfully  report  progress  all  along 
the  line. 

The  main  business  of  the  usual  quarterly  conferences  is  tabulated  as 
under : — 


Date. 

Place  of 
Meeting. 

Subject. 

Speaker. 

Attend- 
ance. 

1917. 
April. 

July. 

Oct. 

1918. 
Jan. 

Dundee .... 
Montrose  . . 

Carnoustie  . 

Perth 

Co-operative     Progress 
and  Problems. 

The    Social   Value    of 
Education. 

Formation  of  Defence 
Committees! 

National    Co-operative 
Policy     and    Pro- 
gramme. 

Robert     Stewart,     Esq., 
President,  S.C.W.S. 

J.  Taggart,   Esq.,   M.A., 
B.Sc,   Rector,   Brechin 
High  School. 

Messrs.  J.  Muir  (Presi- 
dent) and  G.  Bisset 
(Scottish  Section). 

J.  Clark,  Esq.,  Manager, 
City  of  Perth  Society. 

108   ■ 
96 

93 

113 

At  Dundee  we  were  the  guest«  of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  who  had  that  week  entered  into  possession  of  their  latest  purchase, 
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viz.,  Taybank  Jute  Mill  and  Factory,  Dundee.  Mr,  Robert  Stewart  (presi- 
dent of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  welcomed  the  delegates, 
and  delivered  an  eloquent  address,  in  which  he  touched  discreetly  upon  some 
of  the  district's  shortcomings  and  appealed  for  more  loyalty  to  the  Wholesale. 
The  July  conference  was  again  devoted  to  consideration  of  education, 
especially  the  five-fold  resolution  cai-ried  at  Swansea  Congress  in  respect  to 
the  proposed  Education  Bill.  We  were  fortunate,  indeed,  in  securing  Mr. 
Taggart  (Rector  of  Brechin  High  School)  to  open  the  discussion,  which  he 
did  in  a  penetrating  paper  of  wide  and  democratic  outlook  on  "  The  Social 
Value  of  Education."  Mr.  Muir,  the  association's  delegate  to  the  Swansea 
Congress,  submitted  an  excellent  report  of  its  outstanding  characteristics 
and  meaning. 

The  October  conference  took  up  the  question  of  forming  a  District 
Defence  Committee  for  local  and  national  political  action  on  lines  laid  down 
by  the  Scottish  Section  in  consultation  with  representatives  of  the  different 
conference  associations,  and  which  anticipated  the  Co-operative  Union's  own 
plans.  Mr.  Muir  and  Mr.  Bisset  introduced  the  subject,  and  it  was  decided 
to  form  such  a  committee  on  a  sepai'ate  basis,  and  as  an  adjunct  to  the  council 
of  management,  it  to  be  representative  of  local  defence  committees,  with  the 
addition  of  members  from  the  Council  and  Scottish  Section.  Meantime,  until 
the  local  committees  are  properly  formed,  the  Council  is  acting  as  the  District 
Defence  Committee,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  new  and  important  committee 
will  soon  be  organised  on  the  basis  laid  down. 

The  Perth  conference  was  of  a  useful  and  interesting  nature.  The 
"  National  Co-operative  Policy  and  Programme,"  as  outlined  and  approved 
by  Swansea  Congress,  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Clark  in  a  sound,  practical, 
common-sense  way,  in  the  light  of  his  long  experience  of  co-operative  manage- 
ment. The  points  raised  in  the  paper  were  well  discussed  in  the  light  of 
the  present  and  future,  and  proved  of  great  value  and  assistance  to  committee- 
men. 

Mr.  Mathews  having  retired  at  the  July  meeting  from  the  position  of 
president,  which  he  had  held  for  eleven  years,  in  addition  to  two  previous 
years  as  statistical  secretary,  it  was  decided  to  present  him  with  a  testimonial, 
in  recognition  of  his  valued  sei-vices  to  the  association  and  the  cause  of  co- 
operation generally  in  the  district.  The  appeal  for  subscriptions  was 
generously  responded  to,  and  at  the  January  conference  the  presentation  took 
place,  taking  the  form  of  a  handsome  bookcase  or  chiffonier,  books,  and  a 
cairngorm  seal,  along  witn  a  gold  and  peai-1  pendant  for  Mrs.  Mathews.  The 
secretary  made  the  presentation.  We  were  not  alone  in  showing  tangible 
appreciation  of  Mr.  Mathews'  worth,  as  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  directors  associated  themselves  with  us  in  doing  him  honour,  by 
presenting  him,  through  Mr.  W.  R.  Allan,  with  a  framed  congratulatory 
address,  couched  in  choice  language,  and  most  artistically  illuminated  and 
inscribed.  Mr.  Mathews  suitably  returned  thanks  for  the  gifts,  and  hoped 
still  to  be  of  assistance  in  aiding  the  further  progress  he  desired. 
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The  co-operative  movement  is  represented  on  the  War  Emergency 
Workers'  National  Committee,  and  we  welcomed  the  opportunity  to  associate 
with  the  Dundee  United  Trades  and  Labour  Council  and  Labour  Representa- 
tion Committee  in  convening  one  of  their  conferences  to  discuss  the  then 
position  of  the  national  food  supply.  This  was  held  in  Dundee  on  16th  June, 
when  150  different  organisations  in  Fife,  Forfar,  Perth,  and  Aberdeen  shires 
were  represented — trade  unions,  co-operative  societies,  women's  guilds, 
municipalities,   &c. 

Propaganda. 

We  have  not  been  idle  in  this  respect.  The  amalgamation  of  the 
scattered  forces  in  Forfar  has  been  taken  up  strongly  by  a  section  of  the 
members  of  the  societies  there,  and  we  have  assisted  to  organise  the  move- 
ment. Public  meetings  have  been  held  under  our  auspices,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  National  Propaganda  Committee  and  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  to  whom  we  are  much  indebted.  A  local  joint  committee  was 
formed,  which  drew  up  a  circular  showing  the  benefit*  to  be  derived  from 
union,  and  drafted  a  resolution  suitable  for  each  society's  general  meeting. 
At  the  time  of  writing,  the  final  decision  has  not  been  made  by  all  the  societies, 
but  we  have  every  expectation  of  a  partial,  if  not  a  complete,  amalgamation  of 
the  Forfar  societies.  Propaganda  meetings  have  also  been  held  in  Perth, 
Arbroath,  Kirriemuir,  and  Montrose,  all  of  a  successful  nature.  Montrose 
committee,  as  a  result,  are  recommending  to  their  members  affiliation  with 
the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 

Amalgamation  continues  to  exercise  the  minds  of  Carnoustie  co-operators, 
and  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  able  to  look  beyond  the  present  and  join  together 
in  one  strong  society. 

Mr.  Neil  Maclean's  work  continues  to  be  fruitful,  and,  through  it,  a 
society  has  been  formed  in  Invergordon,  while  at  several  other  places  only  the 
abnormal  war  conditions  are  delaying  the  establishment  of  co-operative  stores. 

Education. 

Our  July  conference  was  a  stimulus  to  many  of  the  educational  com- 
mittees, and  in  Arbroath,  Brechin,  and  Perth  a  steadily  growing  body  of 
co-operators  is  being  interested  in,  and  convinced  of,  the  need  for  education 
on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  English  and  Scottish  Education  Bills,  though 
on  some  points  of  administration,  such  as  the  areas  and  mode  of  election  of 
the  authorities,  there  is  room  for  difference  of  opinion. 

A  Men's  Guild  branch  has  been  started  at  Auchterarder,  and  a  Women's 
at  Montrose  and  Torry,  to  all  of  which  we  cordially  wish  success.  The 
Scottish  Central  Council  of  the  National  Men's  Guild  has  affiliated  with  us, 
while  we  have  joined  the  Dundee  and  District  Branch  of  the  Workers' 
Educational  Association.  There  are  great  possibilities  in  the  future,  such 
as  a  Summer  School  for  the  district,  through  these  mutual  fraternal  unions, 
and  the  nucleus  of  ardent  co-operative  educationists  which  exists  in  several 
of  our  societies. 
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Miscellaneous  Notes. 

Consequent  upon  the  retiral  of  Mr.  Mathews,  several  changes  have  taken 
place  amongst  the  officials.  Mr.  John  Muir  (Dundee)  has  stepped  up  to  the 
chair,  Mr.  Merchant  has  succeeded  Mr.  Muir  as  treasurer,  and  he  in  turn 
has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Eobert  Stewart  (Perth)  as  statistical  secretary.  A 
new  departure  has  been  adopts  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Mathews  as  an  honorary 
member  of  Council,  and  we  thus  retain  the  benefit  of  his  ripe  experience. 

Aberdeen  Northern  Company  has  been  converted  into  a  society  registered 
under  the  Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acts.  We  welcome  the  change, 
which  we  feel  sure  will  lead  to  still  greater  progress  in  the  * '  Granite  City,  ' 
and  appeal  to  a  wider  class.  We  note  that  the  society  ^gnal  their  "  con- 
version "  by  topping  the  million  of  turnover  for  the  year. 

Thanks. 

We  again  return  sincerest  thanks  to  all,  too  numerous  to  mention — the 
societies  under  whose  auspices  we  held  our  meetings,  the  federation,  the  Press, 
and  many  officials  and  individuals — who  have  assisted  us  in  our  efforts  to 
fulfil  the  objects  of  the  association. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Balance  from  1916      16  18    5 

„  Subscriptions  from  Societies,  &c..  80  14    4 

„   Advertising    3  12    0 

„  Investments  2    0    0 

,,  Bank  Interest 1  18    8 


£105    3    5 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Railway  Fares 21    4  4  J 

,,  Allowances 6  13  9 

„  Lost  Time  5  14  6 

,,  Council  Meetings 3  18  6 

,,  Postages,    Carriages,    and  Bank 

Commission 6  11  1 

„  Printing,  Stationery,  &c 13    8  7 

„  Delegate  to  British  Congress  at 

Swansea 12  18  6 

„  Montrose  Purvey 6  17  0 

,,  Subscriptions — 

Co-operative  Convalescent 

Homes    1  15  0 

International      Co-operative 

Alliance 2    0  0 

Scottish  Co-operative  Veterans' 

Association Ill  0 

„  Allowances  — 

Secretary    4    0  0 

Statistical  Secretary 2    0  0 

Treasurer 2    0  0 

„  Investments  2    0  0 

„  Balance — 

Cash  in  Bank  6    7  3 

Cash  on  hand  6    3  lOJ 

£105    8  5 


T.  J.  Mathew's  Tkstimoniai,  Fund. 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Subscriptions  from  Societies  ....  18  11    6 


£18  11    6 


Expenditure. 

By  Gifts  purchased    

,,  Postages 


£18  11    6 
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Education  Fund. 


Receipts.  S,    s.  d. 

To  Balance  from  1916  12    7    0 

,,  Subscriptions — 

Aberdeen  Northern  Company  .800 

Brechin  United   3    0    0 

Carnoustie  Equitable  (Litera- 
ture)       0    2    6 

City  of  Dundee 0  10    0 

City  of  Perth 3    3    0 


&11    2    6 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Railway  Pares 2  2  1 

,,  Lost  Time  1  4  U 

,,  Allowances 2  0  0 

„  Printing,  &c 3  7  9 

„  Postages,  &c 1  6  9 

„  College  Htrald,  Q.\x<i\ei 0  10  6 

,,  Co-operative  Reference  Library — 

Dublin     0  6  0 

,,  Workers' Educational  Association    0  5  0 

„  Hall  Rent    1  0  0 

,,  Balance — Cash  in  Bank 15  1  5 


je27    2    6 


Receipts.  &    s.  d. 

To  Balance  from  1916   28  16  11 

,,  Subscriptions— 

Aberdeen  Northern  Company..    5    5    0 

Brechin  United  0  14    0 

Forfar  West  Port 0  10    0 

Scottish  Section,  Co-operative 

Union 30    0    0 

Audited  — 

David  Small.  

Robert  Clark.  £65    5  11 


Defence  Fund. 

Expenditure.  &    s.  d. 

By  Railway  Fares 7  12  lOJ 

„  Lost  Time     0    8    4i 

„  Allowances 4    5    0 

„  Printing.  &c 0    7    6 

„  Postages,  &c 0    10 

,,  Balance- Cash  i a  Bank 52  11    2 


£65    5  11 


No.  8. — Glasgow  and  Suburbs. 
Executive  Committee. 
Mr.  John      M.      Biggar       (president) 


Milngavie. 
„    Walter  Weir  (secretary),  Govanhill. 
„    William  Pettigrew  (treas.),  Glasgow. 
„    A.  R.  Chaddock (statistical  secretary) , 

Ibrox. 
„    Arch.  Henderson  (auditor) ,  Glasgow. 
Mrs.  McFie,  Kinning  Park,  Glasgow. 


Mr.  James  Bowie,  St.  George,  Glasgow. 
Robert  Greig,  Vale  of  Leven. 
William  Mason,  Dalmuir. 
Alex.  Strang,  Cowlairs,  Glasgow. 
John  Richardson,  Dumbarton. 
James  Russell,  St.  RoUox,  Glasgow 
Malcolm  Ross,  Glasgow  Eastern. 
Charles  Hamilton,  Shettleston. 


We  have  again  the  pleasure  of  rendering  an  account  of  our  stevirardship 
for  the  year.  In  our  report  for  the  last  three  years  we  have  referred  to  the 
world  war,  which,  at  the  time  of  writing,  shows  little  sign  of  abatement,  but 
we  express  the  hope  that  ere  another  report  is  due  we  will  be  living  at  peace 
with  all  the  world. 

Co-operators  have  had  to  submit  to  many  ha-rdships  during  the  year  in 
consequence  of  the  state  of  war,  but  our  movement  still  grows  apace.  Indeed, 
its  growth  is  inflicting  sacrifices  on  the  pre-war  membership,  because  they, 
like  good  co-operators,  are  sharing  their  restricted  supplies  with  those  recruits 
who  have  recognised  their  duty  and  joined  their  fellow-workers  in  a  cause 
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which  mast  ultimately  knit  together  the  workers  of  the  world  and  be  a  great 
factor  in  preserving  a  world-wide  brotherhood. 

During  the  year  our  movement  has  taken  a  fateful  step  in  the  resolution 
to  take  their  rightful  place  in  the  politics  of  the  nation.  The  Swansea 
Congress  will  long  be  remembered  as  making  an  epoch  in  co-operative  history. 
That  momentous  resolution  was  ratified  at  the  Emergency  Conference  at 
London,  and  a  policy  for  giving  it  effect  was  passed  there.  We,  as  co- 
operators,  will  require  to  pay  for  our  politics.  The  old  political  parties.  ha«i 
what  they  termed  their  "  war  chests,"  contributed  to  largely  by  brewers, 
railway  magnates,  iron  kings,  and  the  like.  Co-operators  must  also  have  a 
"  war  chest,"  and  £2  per  1,000  members  is  quite  inadequate  for  the  purpose. 
Our  Council  has  every  hope  that  the  members  in  our  area  will  recognise  this 
and  cheerfully  respond  to  any  appeals  which  may  be  made  for  the  sinews  that 
will  send  many  of  our  members  to  take  their  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Educational  Work  by  Societies. 

The  usual  agencies  have  been  in  operation  durijig  the  year.  The  men's 
guild  movement  continues  to  grow  and  bids  fair  to  be  of  valuable  service  to 
societies,  and  those  who  have  not  yet  included  one  would  do  well  to  give  it 
a  place  in  their  next  scheme  of  work.  Children's  guilds  are  also  comparatively 
new,  and  if  committees  can  find  time  it  would  be  well  spent  among  the  young. 

Much  of  the  time  and  money  spent  by  committees  has  been  devoted  to  the 
propagation  of  the  question  of  Parliamentary  representation,  and  many  large 
meetings  have  been  held  in  our  area,  which  we  hope  in  due  season  will  yield 
the  desired  results. 

Classes. 
We  organised  a  class  for  boot  department  employees  in  the  Glasgow 
AthenEeum,  with  Mr.  David  Hamilton  (Cowlairs)  as  lecturer.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  numbers  we  do  not  consider  it  successful,  and  we  feel  that  if 
directors  of  societies  would  encourage  this  branch  of  work  it  would  repay 
them  in  improved  service  to  their  members.  The  absence  of  many  of  our 
employees  on  war  service  prevented  us  suggesting  anything  else  in  the  way 
of  classes. 

Propaganda  Work. 
We  have  had  a  very  busy  winter,  having  organised  nine  meetings — three 
in  conjunction  with  the  National  Committee,  one  in  co-operation  with  the 
committee  of  Lennoxtown  Society,  and  five  on  our  own.  They  were  held  at 
the  followirtg  places  : — Uddingston,  Newton,  London  Road,  Old  Kilpatrick, 
East  Kilbride,  Alexandria,  Dalmuir,  Stonefield,  Blantyre,  and  Lennoxtown. 
We  provided  a  concert  at  all  the  meetings  as  an  attraction,  but  we  found  it 
difficult  to  raise  enthusiasm  at  some  of  them.  We  are  not  discouraged,  but 
will  go  on  with  our  propaganda  until  we  feel  we  have  interested  the  whole 
community  in  our  movement.  In  addition,  we  addressed  many  women's 
guild  meetings. 
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Children's  Rally. 

The  most  pleasant  task  we  set  ourselves  to  was  the  organisation  of  this 
meeting,  which  took  place  in  the  City  Hall,  Glasgow.  There  were  present 
nearly  4,000  children,  drawn  from  all  the  Glasgow  societies,  along  with  a 
representation  from  Clydebank.  Mr.  James  Lucas  delivered  a  short  and 
interesting  address,  and  we  were  indebted  to  Kinning  Park  and  St.  George 
societies  for  the  services  of  their  Junior  Choir  and  Pipe  Band,  and  the  Scottish 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  provided  a  cinema  show. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  educational  boards  for  their  valuable  help  en 
that  memorable  night,  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  our  members  will  sanctiop 
a  repetition  of  this  valuable  method  of  propaganda. 

Conferences. 

We  had  four  quarterly  meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the  following 
societies  : — St.  George  Society,  at  Partick,  where  Mr.  James  O'Grady,  M.P., 
delivered  an  address  on  "  The  Advantage  of  Direct  Co-operative  Repre- 
sentation in  Parliament."  At  Clydebank,  where  we  had  "An  Educational 
Survey,"  by  Miss  Agnes  Husband  (Dundee).  At  Dalmuir,  where  the  subject 
was  "  Responsibility  for  Increased  Food  Prices,"  introduced  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Johnston  (editor  of  Forward).  And  at  Shettleston,  where  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae 
(Sunderland)  took  for  his  subject  "  The  Utility  of  the  Work  of  Educational 
Committees."  In  addition  to  Mx.  Rae  we  had  with  us  Mr.  Arthur 
Henderson,  I\I.P.,  who  delivered  a  stirring  address  on  "Parliamentary 
Policy."  There  were  keen  and  educative  discussions  at  aU  the  meetings, 
and  the  usual  routine  work  was  cai-ried  out. 

We  had  three  special  conferences  : — On  19th  May,  we  met  under  the 
auspices  of  the  United  Co-operative  Baking  Society,  and  discussed  "  A  Policy 
for  Dealing  with  the  Excess  Profits  Tax."  On  31st  August  we  had  a  con- 
ference of  educational  committeee,  where  an  interchange  of  opinions  took 
place  which  proved  of  much  advantage  to  all  societies  represented.  On  1st 
September  we  met  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  committee  for  our  area,  who 
would  take  charge  of  all  organisation  of  co-operative  electors  and  selecting 
candidates  to  represent  us  on  all  public  bodies.  Twelve  societies  were 
elected  to  send  representatives  to  this  committee. 

Conclusion. 

During  the  year  we  had  our  rate  of  contribution  from  societies  altered 
from  §d.  per  member  to  Id.  per  member  per  annum,  which  will  enable  us  to 
take  our  quarterly  meetings  to  several  places  hitherto  untouched,  and  also 
to  undertake  propaganda  of  a  more  extensive  and  defensive  natui'e.  We  thank 
the  societies  which  have  hitherto  entertained  us,  but,  of  course;  the  purveying 
arrangements  will  now  be  a  charge  on  the  funds  of  the  association,  unless  on 
occasions  when  federated  societies  invite  us.  We  also  tender  our  thanks  to 
speakers  who  introduced  subjects  and  all  those  who  contributed  to  the  dis- 
cussions, thereby  helping  on  the  objects  of  our  association. 
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The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  :- 


Receipts.  £ 

To  Balance  brought  forward 60 

,,  Subscriptionb  from  Societies  and 

Associations 390 

,,   Collection  for  Co-op.  Veterans' 

Associations 4 

,,   Advertisements   4 

,,  Bank  Interest    0 


s. 

d. 

14 

0 

14 

5 

4 

6 

10 

0 

12 

6 

Audited— 

ABOHiBiXD  Henderson. 


£460  15    4 


Expenditure  £ 

By  Postage  and  Postal  Orders 5 

Committee's  Allowance   69 

Travelling  Expenses 87 

Lost  Time         8 

Printing  and  Stationery    83 

Salaries  19 

Rent — Committee  Meetings   ....    5 

Speakers  at  Conferences 13 

Boot  Cliiss  Expenses 11 

London  Congress  Delegate 9 

Insurance  of  Council  (Accident)..    1 

ScutiUh  Co-operator 8 

Co-operative  Nexvi    8 

Co-operative  Edueatir   0 

Propaganda  Meetings  (Expenses 

at)  — Milngavie 4 

Bucklyvie 1 

Newton 8 

London  Road 3 

Uddingston    5 

Citv  Hall  .   12 

Children's  Rally    14    8    6 

Educational  Committees' 

Conference 2  19    6 

Donations 14    4    5 

Delegates'  Fees  to  various  Con- 
ferences     0  16    0 

Cash  in  Bank  and  on  Hand 181    6    8 

Share     in     Scottish    Co-operator 

Newspaper  Society 10    0 

Share    in  Scottish    Co-operative 

Veterans'  Association  1    0    0 

Share  Co-operative  Convalescent 

Homei  Association    1    0    0 

£460  15    4 

Walter  Weir,  Secretary. 


s.  d. 

0  3 

13  0 
17  4 
12  6 

14  9 
8  0 
0  0 

14  0 

15  10 

16  0 

15  0 
10  8 

5  0 

7  8 

0  0 

14  0 

7  6 

2  6 

16  8 
10  0 


No.  9. — Renfrewshire. 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  Gabriel  Orr,  Paisley  Provident. 
„   William  C.  Barr,  Johnstone. 
„   David  Shanks,  Port  Glasgow. 
„   William  Braidwood,  Barrhead. 
„    A.  M.  Fraser  (auditor),  Paisley. 
Scottish  Section's  Representative  :  Mr.  J.  M.  Wilkie. 


Mr.  Wm.  Steel  (president),  Paisley. 
„    Donald      Mackerron      (secretary), 

Greenock. 
„    John  Muir  (treasurer),  Elderslie. 
„    John  Paton  (statistical  secretary). 

Paisley. 


Your  committee  have  pleasure  in  again  submitting  for  your  consideration 
and  approval  the  report  and  statistical  statement  for  the  past  twelve  months. 
It  was  the  hope  of  all  of  us  that  the  end  of  1917  would  see  the  end  of  the 
great  conflict  which  the  whole  world,  one  might  say,  is  engaged  in ;  but  that 
hope,  we  regret  to  say,  has  not  been  realised,  and  the  end  seems  as  far  off 
as  ever.  The  commercial  success  which  is  still  attending  our  movement  is 
greater  than  ever.  Notwithstanding  the  scarcity  of  certain  goods,  and  the 
reduction  of  dividend  over  all  the  movement,  the  sales  have  been  abnormal, 
which  is  not  entirely  accounted  for  by  increased  prices,  but  which,  in  a  large 
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measiire,  is  due  to  an  ever-increasing  membership.  This  is  surely  an  indica- 
tion that  we  are  still  gaining  ground ;  and,  to  a  large  extent,  our  success  may 
be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  movement  has  not  taken  the  advantage  of 
the  public  which  the  private  traders  have  done  in  the  matter  of  profiteering. 
It  is,  therefore,  encouraging  to  find  that,  notwithstanding  all  our  difficulties, 
we  are  still  gaining  ground,  and  our  methods  are  commended  in  high  places, 
and  our  organising  system  is  appreciated  because  of  the  economic  advantages 
accruing  therefrom. 

CONFEBENCE    MEETINGS. 

The  quarterly  conference,  or  what  may  be  termed  the  anmiaJ  meeting, 
was  held  in  February,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Laundry  Association,  at 
Barrhead.  The  return  of  Messrs.  Paton  and  Muir,  as  statistical  secretary  and 
treasurer  respectively,  has  become  an  annual  event,  with  no  opposition,  so 
well  satisfied  are  the  members  with  the  services  rendered.  The  most  important 
part  of  the  meeting  was  undoubtedly  the  appearance  of  Professor  Hall  (Adviser 
of  Studies)  to  advocate  the  "Accumulation  and  Employment  of  Co-operative 
Capital."  A  most  encouraging  and  instructive  discussion  followed,  taken 
part  in  by  many  delegates,  and  replied  to  very  ably  and  fully  by  Professor 
Hall. 

The  second  meeting  was  held  in  Renfrew  Town  Hall,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Renfrew  Equitable  Society.  This  meeting  was  made  notable  from  the 
fact  that  our  old  president,  Mr.  John  Dewar,  was  honoured  by  the  Board 
of  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  presenting  him  with  an 
illuminated  address  for  his  long  and  valued  services  to  the  movement.  Mr. 
Donaldson,  of  Renfrew,  gave  an  address  on  "  Co-operation  and  War,"  which 
covered  a  very  wide  field,  and  traced  co-operation  from  the  beginning  of  all 
things.  It  was  also  agreed  at  this  meeting  to  petition  the  Home  Secretary 
for  the  release  of  Mr.  John  Maclean,  M.A. 

The  third  meeting  was  held  in  the  Glen  Halls,  Neilston,  on  the  kind 
invitation  of  the  Barrhead  Society.  It  was  again  unanimously  agreed  that 
Mr.  William  Steel  should  be  president  of  the  Conference  Association,  although 
still  absent  on  military  duties.  Mr.  John  Downie  (Wishaw)  gave  an  address 
on  "  Co-operative  and  Non-co-operative  Trading  " — an  address  which,  it  may 
be  said,  bristled  with  good  points,  all  in  favour  of  our  system  of  trading. 
It  was  agreed  at  this  meeting  that  a  special  conference  be  called  to  consider 
the  setting  up  of  a  defence  committee.  This  was  considered  necessary,  as 
the  societies  had  not  had  sufficient  time  to  consider  the  proposals,  which 
might  be  very  far-reaching  in  their  effect  on  the  co-operative  movement. 

The  November  meeting  wa.s  held,  as  usual,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
four  Paisley  societies,  where  the  conference  is  assured  of  a  hearty  welcome 
annually.  Mr.  David  Mason  (Paisley  Provident)  read  a  very  instructive  and 
able  paper  on  "  Co-operation,  Education,  and  Industrial  Democracy."  Mr. 
A.  M.  Eraser  was  re-elected  auditor,  and  the  present  occupants  were 
nominated  once  more  as  statistical  secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  J.  M.  Wilkie 
was  again  recommended  as  the  representative  of  Renfrewshire  area  on  the 
Scottish  Section.    A  representative  from  Pollokshaws  Society  gave  the  reasons 
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which  had  induced  his  society  to  sever  their  connection  with  the  Renfrewshire 
Conference  and  seek  admission  to  the  Glasgow  and  Suburbs  Conference. 
Regret  wa*  expressed  at  the  necessity  for  this  action  on  the  part  of  the 
PoIIokshaws  Society,  but  it  was  recognised  that  we  must  adapt  ourselves  to 
circumstances. 

A  feature  of  the  past  twelve  months  has  been  the  conclusion  arrived  at 
by  the  leaders  of  the  movement  that,  to  protect  ourselves,  we  must  take 
an  active  part  in  political  propaganda.  The  decision  arrived  at  may  have 
far-reaching  consequences,  which  only  the  future  can  unfold.  And  so,,  as 
a  result  of  the  decision  arrived  at  by  last  Congress,  we  have  been  requested 
by  the  Scottish  Section  to  fonn  defence  committees  within  our  area,  under 
the  guidance  of  a  Central  Defence  Committee,  elected  at  the  conference  special 
meeting.  This  meeting  was  held  in  the  Co-operative  Hall,  Bank  Street, 
Paisley,  and  was  attended  by  132  delegates.  After  discussion,  it  was  agreed 
that  a  Central  Defence  Committee  be  formed  under  the  scheme  suggested  by 
the  Scottish  Section,  to  consist  of  one  memiber  of  the  Sectional  Boajd,  two 
members  of  the  Conference  Committee,  one  member  from  Paisley  Burgh,  one 
member  from  Greenock  Burgh,  two  members  from  Renfrewshire  East,  and  two 
members  from  Renfrewshire  West.  We  look  for  a  great  step  forward  under 
our  new  organisation,  and  it  is  certain  they  have  a  great,  difficult,  and  arduous 
task  before  them  to  organise  and  conduct  a  great  campaign  for  the  political 
representation  of  the  movement. 

Wages  Boaed. 

We  are  sorry  to  have  to  record  that  this  body  wa;s  disbanded,  at  a  special 
meeting  of  the  societies  to  consider  the  question.  It  was  fully  considered 
and  discussed,  and  the  decision  arrived  at  was'  .in  consequence  of  tiie  limited 
scope  of  action  the  Board  possesses,  the  majority  thinking  no  good  purpose 
would  be  served  continuing  under  such  restricted  conditions  as  existed. 

The  Guilds. 

The  women's  guilds  throughout  our  area  continue  to  flourish  and  increase 
in  membership.  Their  usefulness  will  now  be  further  increased  by  the  new 
Reform  Act  which  has  become  law,  which  gives  women  the  political  franchise. 
A  great  propaganda  within  the  women's  guild  should  take  place  at  once,  so 
that  the  women  within  the  movement  may  realise  the  great  opportunities  that 
have  now  become  theirs.  The  men's  guilds  are  not  catching  on  as  they  deserve 
to  do.  We  believe  the  abnormal  conditions  have  a  great  deal  to  do  vnth  the 
want  of  attendance  at  these  meetings,  which  are  continued  by  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  few  who  have  the  good  of  the  movement  and  this  particular  branch  very 
much  at  heart. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  express  the  sincere  hope  that  the  year  we  have 
now  entered  may  see  the  end  of  the  hostilities  we  are  engaged  upon.  In  the 
days  to  come,  we  are  convinced  the  great  movement  of  which  we  form  a  part 
will  play  a  great  part  in  the  reorganisation  of  society.  More  and  more  will 
it  become  apparent  that  only  ihy  methods  of  (^-operation  in  every  phase  of 
life  can  we  succeed  to  the  realisation  of  the  great  co-operative  ideal — the 
Brotherhood  of  Man. 
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The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 


Beceipts.                         £    s,  d. 

To  Balance  brought  forward 229  10  llj 

Subscriptions 112  19  1 

Discount,  Advertisements   1  19  4 

Interest,  Laundry  Association 8    8  9 

„         Scottish  Co-operator  ....     0    1  0 

,,         Johnstone  Co-op.  Society    6  18  2 


Audited — 

Alexander  M.  Fraseb, 


iE354  17    3J 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Committee,  Travelling 16  18  7 

„           „            Meetings 8  11  0 

„           „            Delegations       7    9  0 

„           „           Time 0    8  9 

„  Secretary's  Fee 6    0  0 

„  ,,  Postage  and  Carriage  8    10 

„  Statistical  Secretary's  Fee 3    0  0 

„           „              „            Postage....  0    2  6 

„  Reporting  Meetings 1  10  0 

„  Reading  Papers 8  10  0 

,,  Congress  Delegate    10    5  4 

,,  Special  Conference  (London) 8  19  0 

„  Printing    12  14  0 

,,  Teacher's    Fee    and    Expenses, 

Speakers' Class  at  Paisley 5  16  8 

„  Hall  Rent    2    2  0 

,,  Speakers'  Class,  Greenock— Pee 

and  Expenses 7  18  9 

„  Speakers'  Class,  Greenock — Hall 

Rent ..  0  10  0 

,,  Subscription,  Co-operative  Union  0  10  0 

„  Russian  Co-operator Ill  6 

,,  Donations — 

Paisley  Workshop  for  Blind  ..100 
Scottish  Council  for  Women's 

Trades 2    2  0 

Scottish  Musical  Association. .  10  0 

Veterans'  Association   1    0  0 

Co-operative  Homes 1  10  0 

„  Purveys    8    7  11 

„  Hallkeeper  0  10  0 

,,  Treasurer's   Postage    and    Bank 

Commission 0 

„  Shares  in  Laundry  Association . .  5 

,,  Loan  in  Laundry  Association. ...  79 

,,  Shares  in  Co-operator  Newspaper  .  1 

,,  Loan  in  Co-operator  Newspaper. .  0 

„  Share  in  Homes  Association   ....  1 
,,  Sharein  Veterans'  Association. . . 


9  5 

0  0 

14  2 

0  0 

14  8 

0  0 

0  0 

Loan  in  Johnstone  Society 149  16  54 


£364  17    ^ 


D.  Mackerron,  Secretary. 


No.  10.— Stirling,  West  of  Fife,  and  Clackmannan. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  Dunley  (president),  Alloa. 
„    G.  Wilson  (treas.),  Bannockburn. 
„    W.  M'Isaac  (secretary),  Tillicoultry; 
„    T.  Jinks  (auditor),  Newtonshaw. 


Mr.  A.  0.  Guthrie,   Dunblane. 
„   J.  Kettrick,  Newtonshaw. 
„    T.  Cochrane,  Alva. 
„   W.  Cook,  Coalsnaughton. 


At  the  end  of  still  another  year  we  regret  to  report  that  a  universal 
peace  has  not  been  proclaimed  by  the  nations  of  Europe.  In  our  last  report 
the  hope  was  expressed  that  by  the  time  our  next  report  was  submitted  we 
would  have  ushered  in  an  honourable  era  of  peace. 

During  the  past  year  many  events  of  great  importance  to  the  movement 
have  been  brought  before  us,  but  probably  the  most  far-reaching  event,  which 
assumes  a  national  character,  is  the  decision  of  last  Congress  that  the  move 
ment  should  endeavour  to  have  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
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While  the  commercial  aspect  of  local  co-operation  can  speak  for  iteelf, 
as  exemplified  in  the  annual  statement,  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  nobler 
work  of  education  has  not  been  neglected.  Never,  in  our  local  history  of 
eighty  years,  has  there  been  more  activity  in  connection  with  co-operation 
than  is  to  be  found  at  present.  Educational  and  propaganda  work  can 
accomplish  much,  and  those  responsible  for  this  branch  fully  realise  the  need 
of  such  work.  The  results  of  these  activities  we  wait  for  with  patience  and 
confidence. 

During  the  year  our  association  has  practically  pursued  the  policy  of 
previous  years.  The  holding  of  our  regular  conferences  and  the  consideration 
of  all  matters  of  interest  to  the  movement  have  fully  occupied  our  time  and 
enthusiasm.  Like  other  districts,  we  have  formed  during  the  year  a  defence 
committee,  and  for  that  Board  we  can  all  agree  there  is  plenty  of  scope  for 
their  energies,  as  well  as  an  abundance  of  useful  work  to  accomplish.  Much 
of  the  success  of  our  defence  committee  depends  on  the  average  member  of 
societies,  while  other  localities  can  look  after  themselves.  We  hope  and  appeal 
for  the  support  of  those  in  our  own  district  in  seconding  the  efforts  of  oui 
own  committees,  as  this  is  the  sure  way  of  gaining  efficient  and  satisfactory 
results  for  any  labour  expended. 

The  first  quarterly  meeting  for  the  year  was  held  under  the  auspices  of 
Dunfermline  Society,  at  which  Professor  Hall  delivered  a  sound  and  eloquent 
address  on  "  Current  Co-operative  Topics."  The  address  waa  well  received, 
and  produced  a  complimentary  discussion. 

The  second  quarterly  conference  was  again  held  in  a  cathedral  town — 
viz.,  Dunblane — ^where  Mr.  D.  Rowatt  (Paisley)  read  a  practical  and 
interesting  paper  entitled  "  Regeneration."  The  paper  dealt  with,  principally, 
co-operative  finance  and  production,  and  a  good  discussion  followed.  It  was 
agi-eed  at  this  meeting  that  as  long  as  the  present  inadequate  railway  facilities 
existed  all  our  quarterly  conferences  should  be  held  in  Alloa,  consequently 
the  next  two  conferences  for  the  year  were  held  there. 

At  the  third  meeting  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Scotland's  veteran, 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  James  Deans,  read  a  paper  on  the  very  important 
subject,  viz.,  "  The  Organisation  of  the  Co-operative  Political  Vote."  An 
interesting  discussion  followed,  most  of  the  remarks  being  of  a  complimentary 
and  appreciative  nature. 

The  fourth  meeting  was  held  on  tiie  24th  November,  and  the  delegates 
present  were  entertained  to  an  appreciative  paper  by  Mr.  James  Bayne  (Alloa). 
The  subject,  which  embraced  part  of  our  national  programme,  dealt  with  the 
important  phases  of  co-operation,  such  as  capital,  open  membership,  deprecia- 
tion, and  reserves.  The,  discussion  which  followed  was  of  an  interesting 
nature,  and  the  paper  aoid  discussion  reflected  credit  and  ability  on  those 
concerned. 

During  the  year  the  Conference  Committee  have  met  at  least  once  a 
month,  wheni  various  matters  concerning  the  movement  have  been  discussed 
and  reported,  either  through  the  minutes  or  at  quarterly  conferences.    Several 
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meetings  have  also  been  held  of  the  Wages  Board,  at  which  delicate  matters 
have  been  considered,  so  far  satisfactorily. 

The  few  meetings  held  to  date  of  the  Defence  Committee  have  been,  to  a 
large  extent,  somewhat  formal ;  .it  is  very  apparent,  meantime,  that  plenty  of 
work  is  in  store  for  this  body,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  all  our  societies 
are  giving  the  committee  every  support  and  encouragement.  With  this  unity 
existing  it  is  safe,  meantime,  to  say  that  satisfactory  results  should  be  the 
outcome. 

To  the  various  societies  visited  during  the  year  our  warmest  thanks  are 
due  for  the  kindly  and  enthusiastic  reception  that  has  been  extended  to  botJi 
delegaties  and  committee,  and  we  can  assure  these  societies  that  their 
hospitality  and  genuine  friendliness  has  been  greatly  appreciated,  and  reflects 
a  social  feeling  not  encountered  every  day. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 

d. 


Receipts.                         S,    s.  d. 

To  Balance  from  last  Report 94  15  2^ 

„  Wholesale  Society 10    0  0 

„   Co-operative  Union    3    0  0 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies 71  16  9 

„  Advertising 3    3  0 

,,  Interest      from       Bannockburn 

Society   2  17  10 


Audited— 

Thomas  Jinki, 


£m>  13    9i 


Expenditure.  & 
By  President,    &\  ;     Secretary,    jE5  ; 

Treasurer,  £4    10 

„  Committee's  Allowances  and  Ex- 
penses    18  12    6 

Delegates  and  Deputations 24    Oil 

Auditor's  Fee    0  10    6 

Readers  of  Papers  4    5 

Printing  Annual  Reports 4    0 

Printing  and  Advertising 3  16 

Veterans'  Association   2    0 

Scottish    Council    for    Women's 

Trades 0  10 

International  Alliance  0  12 

Purveying  Teas  at  Conferences. .  16    0 

Musical  Association    .    0  10 

Leaflets  and  JBdwcator    0  14 

Secretary's  Postages,  &c 2  10 

Treasurer's  Postages  and   Bank 

Commission 1     1    6§ 

Belgian  Refugees 2    0    0 

Cash  in  Bannockburn  Society  . .  80    0    0 

Cash  in  Treasurer's  hands  14    9    1 


0    0 


£185  12    9i 
William  M'Isaac,  Secretary. 


Actual. 

Absent. 

Sick 

12     . 

—      . 

.      — 

13     . 

*3     . 

.      — 

15     . 

—     . 

1 

15     . 

—     . 

.        1 

16     . 

—     . 

.      — 

14     . 

•2     . 

.      — 

16     . 

—     . 

.      — 

15     . 

♦1     . 

.      — 

14     . 

—     , 

,       2 
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(0)     SOUTHERN     SECTION. 


The  Board  held  sixteen  meetings  during  the  year,  of  which  eleven  were 
ordinary  and  five  special. 

The  attendances  of  the  members  of  the  Board  were  as  follows : — 

Possible. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate 12 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter 16 

Mr.  M.  H.  Clear   16 

Mr.  S.  Foulger 16 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson 16 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth 16 

Mr.E.King 16 

Mr.  R.  Rowsell 16 

Mr.  W.  J.  Sahnon 16 

*  On  basiness  oonnected  with  the  Board,. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board 
held  13th  June,  1917  :— 

fhairman   Mr.  W.  T.  Charter. 

Sectional  Executive   Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson,  Messrs.  W.  T. 

Charter,  M.  H.  Clear,  S.  Foulger,  and  E.  King. 
Boundaries  Committee . .  The  members  composing  the  Executive. 
To  Deal  with  Production  .  .Messrs.  E.  King  and  W.  J.  Salmon. 
Representatives  to  the — 

United  Board Messrs.  W.  T.  Charter  and  R.  Rowsell. 

Office  Committee  Mr.  W.  T.  Charter. 

Central  Education  Committee    Mr.  A.  Hainsworth. 

Southern  Education  Association Messrs.  J.  H.  Bate  and 

W.  J.  Salmon. 

Southern  Choral  Association .Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  and 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth. 

Progress  in  the  section  has  been  well  maintained,  and  the  following  figures 
show  that  when  the  statistics  for  the  complete  year  1917  are  published  they  will 
reveal  another  great  step  forward.  Inquiries  have  been  made  of  the  societies  as 
to  the  number  of  members  at  the  end  of  1917  and  the  turnover  for  the  year. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-five  societies  have  replied,  and  the  following  figures  may 
be  taken  as  approximately  correct : — 
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DISTRICT. 

•M    <0 

Members. 

Sales. 

Share  Capital. 

05 

1916. 

1917. 

1916. 

1917. 

1916. 

1917, 

N.  Metropolitan. 
S   Metropolitan. 

Kent 

Sussex 

Hants 

Wilts.  &  Dorset. 
Oxf.'rd 

15 

9 

15 

8 

12 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

13 

115,470 
78,127 
40,867 
14,915 
35,251 
15,473 
33,673 
14,641 
24,615 
39,674 
17,740 

130,417 
87,294 
44,709 
16,145 
39,454 
17,268 
36,343 
15,801 
26,163 
42,761 
19,267 

2,759,340 

2,132,709 

1,286,447 

334,243 

861,816 

401,325 

828,047 

318,946 

681,253 

1,154,859 

487,207 

3,100,234 

2,418,472 

1,445,542 

391,730 

1,014,567 

471,999 

992,081 

371,963 

763,159 

1,306,898 

589,020 

958,483 
864,136 
448,244 
127,830 
306,184 
134,176 
335,860 
109,080 
200,193 
418,039 
197,207 

4,099,432 
4,200 

1,039,461 
908,787 
479,287 
141,294 
328,088 
148,670 
464,904 

Cambridge 

Norfolk 

Essex  &  Suffolk. 
Beds.  &  Bucks. , 

122,700 
216,640 
461,230 
215,992 

Productive 

Societies 

131 
4 

135 

430,446 
288 

475,622 
309 

11,246,192 
45,508 

12,865,665 
54,576 

4,527,053 
5,532 

Total  . . . 

430,734 

475,931 

11,291,700 

12,920,241 

4,108,632 

4,532,585 

The  figures  show  an  increase  of  45,197  members,  £1,628,541  in  sales,  and 
£428,953  in  share  capital.  A  number  of  societies  failed  to  reply.  Should  the 
figures  be  a  true  indication  of  what  has  transpired  in  all  the  societies  in  the 
section  we  may  look  for  a  total  increase  of  close  upon  50,000  members  and  two 
millions  of  sales. 

This  progress  has  taken  place  in  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  which  have 
been  so  trying  to  management  committees  and  officials  generally.  Some  of  the 
latter  have  despaired  almost  to  the  point  of  retiring  from  positions  which  were 
more  conspicuous  for  criticism  than  thanks.  It  may  be  pointed  out  here,  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  have  not  yet  done  so,  that  such  committees  as  have 
called  their  members  together  to  fully  explain  the  difficult  circumstances  in 
which  they  are  placed  have  almost  invariably  succeeded  in  reducing  the  dissatis- 
faction, based  on  lack  of  knowledge,  which  has  found  expression. 
Sectional  Conferences. 

Conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year  as  follows : — 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

1917. 
28th  April  . 

19th  May.. 

6th  Oct.    . . 

17th  Nov.  . 

9th  Feb. 

London .... 
Norwich  . . . 

London 

London .... 
London  .... 

Sectional  Annual  Report. 

Sectional  Annual  Report. 

National    Co-operative   Policy 

and  Programme. 
Direct  Representation. 

Food  Problems. 

Members  of  the 

Board. 
Members  of  the 

Board 
Members  of  the 

Board. 
Members  of  the 

Board. 
Messrs.  H.  J.  May 
and  W.  C.  Ander- 
son, M.P. 
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The  first  two  conferences,  which  dealt  with  the  Sectional  Board's  Annual 
Report,  were  well  attended.  The  report  provoked  a  gratifying  amount  of 
discussion,  and  the  result  appeared  to  be  a  reawakened  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  Co-operative  Union,  which  was  the  object  sought. 

The  Survey  Committee's  report  on  "  The  National  Policy  and  Programme  ' ' 
also  drew  a  good  attendance  on  6th  October.  The  points  which  attracted  most 
discussion  were  those  relating  to  the  future  developments  of  the  Wholesale 
Societies  and  their  action  with  regard  to  strengthening  the  hold  of  the  movement 
upon  productive  enterprise. 

"  Direct  Representation  "  was  responsible  for  a  very  lively  and  animated 
conference.  It  was  held  within  a  month  of  the  National  Emergency  Conference 
at  the  Central  Hall,  London,  and  showed  that  the  energy  evoked  by  that  meeting 
had  not  by  any  means  subsided.  The  following  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously :  — 

That  this  conference  approves  of  the  draft  schemes  of  organisation  for 

securing  co-operative  representation  in  Parliament  and  on   local, 

municipal,  and  administrative  bodies,  and  urges  upon  our  societies 

the  necessity  of  putting  them  into  operation  at  the  earliest  possible 

moment  in  preparation  for  any  eventualities. 

On  9th  February,  the  largest  gathering  of  the  session  was  drawn  together  to 

demand  a  National  scheme  of  food  rations  and  further  powers  for  consumers' 

representatives.     The  two  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  carried,  and 

afterwards  forwarded  to  the  Prime  Minister,  Lord  Rhondda,  Mr.  R.  Prothero, 

and  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes  : — 

That  this  conference  of  representatives  of  co-operative  societies  and 
other  organisations  in  the  Southern  Sectional  area  of  the  Co-operative 
Union  demands  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  put  in  force  immediately 
a  National  compulsory  system  of  rationing  of  essential  foodstuffs 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  equitable  distribution  thereof  amongst 
all  classes  of  the  community. 
That  this  conference  condemns  the  general  policy  of  the  Government 
with  respect  to  food  supplies,  and  demands  the  adoption  of 
measures  that  will  give  to  consumers'  representatives  an  effective 
share  of  power  to  regulate  prices  in  such  manner  as  will  abolish 
opportunities  to  make  exorbitant  profits. 

Direct  Repeesentation  of  Co-opeeatoes. 
A  circular  letter  was  issued  to  societies  in  December,  1917,  asking  for  replies 
to  the  following  questions :  — 

(a)  Do  your  society's  rules  need  amendment  to  give  authority  to  subscribe 

'  to  the  Central  Parliamentary  Fund  ? 
(6)  Have  your  members  agreed  to  subscribe  to  the  Central  Fund  ? 
(c)  Is  your  local  electoral  council  formed  ? 

Replies  were  received  from  106  societies,  from  which  it  appeared  that  in  24 
cases  the  rules  needed  amendment ;  50  societies  had  already  agreed  to  contribate 
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to  the  fund,  and  15  were  preparing  to  consider  the  matter  at  forthcoming 
meetings ;  whilst  16  societies  had  formed  local  councils  and  18  had  the  matter 
under  consideration. 

A  number  of  societies  asked  for  a  member  of  the  Board  to  be  present  at  their 
meetings  when  the  matter  was  up  for  consideration,  and  much  useful  work  has 
been  done. 

The  Board  has  advised  societies  to  refrain  from  affiliating  to  any  other 
party,  but  rather  to  establish  firmly  their  own  local  councils,  in  order  to  be  in  a 
position  to  negotiate  on  equal  terms  with  other  organisations  having  similar 
aims.  In  several  cases  their  advice  has  been  the  means  of  preventing  alliances 
that  might  have  been  the  cause  of  divisions  in  the  movement.  Experience  has 
already  shown  that  attempts  to  affiliate  with  any  other  bodies  may  provoke 
reprisals  of  a  nature  which  should  not  be  sought. 

Co-operation  in  London. 

The  problems  of  organisation  and  propaganda  in  the  London  area  call 
urgently  for  solution  that  will  unify  and  emphasise  the  work  of  the  committees 
of  various  kinds  now  in  existence.  The  Sectional  Board,  considering  that  the 
starting  point  of  any  new  movement  to  intensify  co-operative  work  in  London 
should  be  consultation  with  the  management  committees,  invited  each  such 
committee  in  London  to  confer  with  them  on  the  subject.  Afterwards  a  con- 
ference was  held  at  which  educational  committees  and  guilds  were  represented. 
The  following  suggestions  were  received  with  general  consent : — 

1.  That  the  two  London  District  Associations  should  be  formed  into 
what  may  be  called  "  The  Combined  North  and  South  Metropolitan  District 
Associations."  Under  this  title  it  would  be  possible  to  form  an  official  executive 
committee  of  fifteen  elected  persons  and  a  secretary. 

2.  That  a  London  Propaganda  Council  should  be  formed,  consisting  of  one 
representative  from  the  various  organisations  connected  with  each  society,  viz. 
one  from  the  management  committee,  one  from  the  united  education   com- 
mittees, one  from  the  united  women's  guilds,  and  one  from  the  united  men's 
guilds  ;  in  addition,  one  from" the  Southern  Education  Association. 

3.  That  the  official  executive  committee  form  part  of  the  council. 

4.  That  the  executive  committee  should  be  elected  according  to  the  rules 
governing  the  election  of  Co-operative  Union  District  Executives.  The  com- 
mittees which  obtain  representation  on  the  executive  committee  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  further  representation  on  the  propaganda  council. 

5.  That  a  permanent  secretary  should  be  appointed,  who  would  act  in  that 
capacity  for  both  propaganda  council  and  executive  council.  An  application 
would  be  made  to  the  Co-operative  Union  for  a  grant  to  cover  the  necessary 
salaries  and  expenses. 

The  proposal,  with  slight  modifications,  has  received  the  approval  of  the 
United  Board,  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee,  and  the  C.W.S.  Directors. 

_ 
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Organisation  op  Allotment  Holders. 

A  joint  conference  of  the  Sectional  Board  with  representatives  of  the  London 
distributive  societies  and  the  Vacant  Land  Cultivation  Society  was  held  on 
Saturday,  23rd  June,  when  certain  proposals  were  made  which  would  have  the 
effect  of  placing  groups  of  allotment  holders,  through  the  local  distributive 
societies,  in  contact  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Agricultural 
Department. 

On  Saturday,  14th  July,  at  a  further  conference,  at  which  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  was  represented,  the  following  scheme  was  adopted : — Local 
group  secretaries  of  allotment  holders  to  send  detailed  group  orders  to  the 
Vacant  Land  Cultivation  Society.  The  Vacant  Land  Cultivation  Society  to 
check  and  pass  them  on  to  local  retail  co-operative  societies  in  the  various 
districts,  local  retail  co-operative  societies  to  forward  bulk  orders  to  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  The  local  retail  co-operative  societies  to  send 
accounts  to  the  Vacant  Lai^^  Cultivation  Society,  who  will  attend  to  collection 
and  pay  accounts.  The  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  to  deliver  to  allotment 
holders'  group  secretaries. 

The  London  co-operative  societies  agreed  to  open  special  sales  sections  to 
deal  with  bulked  orders  transmitted  on  the  plan  outlined  above  at  a  mere 
nominal  charge  over  the  wholesale  price,  but  any  goods  purchased  by  allotment 
holders  at  the  stores  in  the  ordinary  way  will  bear  the  usual  charges. 

This  scheme  has  since  been  adopted  by  a  number  of  societies  outside  the 
London  area.  Altogether,  trade  to  the  value  of  £300  to  £400  has  been  transacted. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  figure  may  be  much  enlarged  next  year. 

District  Hours  and  Wages  Boards. 

The  object  of  these  boards,  which  were  established  by  resolutions  of  Congress, 
are,  by  conciliatory  means,  to  use  influence  to  avert  stoppages,  prevent  disputes, 
to  put  an  end  to  any  stoppage  or  dispute  that  may  arise,  or  to  settle  any 
difierence  arising  in  any  society  as  to  the  rates  (other  than  Congress  rates  and 
those  governed  by  Trades  Boards  Acts,  or  other  Acts  of  Parliament),  regulations, 
customs,  and  conditions  of  employment  prevailing,  or  to  prevail,  in  any  society, 
which  may  be  submitted  to  the  board  either  by  societies  or  employ6s'  organisa- 
tions concerned  in  the  district. 

It  was  decided  that  each  society  in  a  district  association  should  have  the 
right  to  be  represented,  and  that  there  should  be  one  representative  of  the 
district  executive  and  the  sectional  board  on  each.  As  a  result  of  nominations 
received  the  district  boards  now  comprise  the  following  number  of  representatives  : 
North  Metropolitan,  8  ;  South  Metropolitan,  6  ;  Kent,  10  ;  Sussex,  7  ;  Hants.,  6  ; 
Wilts,  and  Dorset,  4 ;  Oxford,  8 ;  Cambridge,  7  ;  Norfolk,  10 ;  Essex  and  Suffolk, 
6  ;  Beds,  and  Bucks.,  13.     Societies  not  represented  may  still  send  in  nominations. 

In  case  of  any  dispute  arising  in  any  district  respecting  hours  and  wages  the 
society  affected  would  have  the  right  to  call  upon  the  district  board  for  advice 
and  assistance.  The  collective  knowledge  of  local  conditions  thus  brought 
together  should  tend  to  secure  decisions  of  an  equitable  nature. 
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Income  Tax  Menace. 
A  vigorous  propaganda  to  awaken  the  active  interest  of  societies  was  carried 
on  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  designs  of  private  traders  and  other  people 
with  respect  to  imposing  Income  Tax  on  the  surpluses  of  co-operative  societies. 
At  the  request  of  the  Board  the  Districts  called  together  joint  meetings  of  from 
two  to  six  different  societies,  when  the  case  for  the  co-operative  movement  was 
fully  discussed  in  each  instance.  The  district  secretaries'  reports  this  year  show 
how  successful  this  method  of  propaganda  has  been.  Many  members  of  Parlia- 
ment have  been  interviewed,  and  they  have  generally  expressed  surprise  that  the 
co-operative  case  is  so  strong.  A  number  went  so  far  as  to  promise  their  direct 
support  if  the  matter  ever  came  before  the  House. 

District  Organisation. 

All  the  secretaries  report  progress,  though  the  conditions  during  the  past 
year  have  not  been  so  favourable  to  expansion  as  in  times  past.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  co-operation  has  thoroughly  maintained  its  hold  in  each 
district,  as  may  be  ascertained  from  the  district  reports  appended. 

Proposals  hav%  been  put  forward  for  combining  the  work  of  the  two 
Metropolitan  districts,  and  are  more  fully  dealt  with  under  the  heading 
"Co-operation  in  London." 

The  district  secretaries  met  the  Sectional  Board  on  28th  July,  1917.  The 
subject  for  discussion  was  the  "  National  Policy  and  Programme  "  approved  by 
Congress,  which  provides  a  definite  objective  for  co-operative  effort  that  had  been 
long  wanted.  Attention  was  particularly  drawn  to  such  points  as  capital, 
depreciation,  minimum  wages,  trade  and  loyalty,  business  efficiency,  insurance  and 
banking,  education,  income  tax  menace,  and  "  after  the  war  "  problems.  Special 
consideration  was  given  to  the  questions  of  banking  and  insurance.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  should  assign  agencies  to 
retail  societies  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  trade  union  banking  accounts  and 
opening  up  insurance  business. 

New  Societies. 

Kingston-on-Thames. — A  society  of  several  hundred  members  has  been 
registered  at  Kingston-on-Thames,  and  already  has  banked  over  £300  with  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  Business  will  commence  when  a  favourable 
opportunity  presents  itself. 

Sturminster  Neivton. — The  Sturminstet  Newbon  Farmers'  Limited,  a  dairy 
society,  proposed  to  open  a  retail  distributive  branch.  They  were  advised  to 
establish  a  new  society  rather  than  incur  the  danger  of  mixing  two  distinct 
businesses.  The  advice  was  accepted,  and  a  society  of  300  members  was  estab- 
lished, beginning  with  a  trade  of  £100  per  weeJi. 

Iwerne  Minster. — Help  was  requested  for  the  formation  of  a  society  in  this 
Wiltshire  town.  The  inquirers  were  advised  to  become  affiliated  to  the  Childe 
Okeford  Society,  which  opened  a  branch,  and  business  appears  to  be  progressing 
favourably. 

Bye,  Sussex. — At  this  town  a  crowded  meeting  adopted  a  resolution  in  favour 
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of  establishing  a  co-operative  society.  The  secretary  of  the  Ashford  Society  is 
kindly  maintaining  touch  with  the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Sectional  Board. 
Over  £200  share  capital  was  subscribed  at  the  first  two  meetings. 

New  Member  of  Union. 
The  society  at  Leighton  Buzzard,  which  has  been  established  many  years, 
has  joined  the  Union. 

DissoiiUTiON  op  Society. 

The  Medway  Barge  Builders'  Society  had  for  some  time  found  a  difficulty 
in  obtaining  sufficient  remunerative  business  to  warrant  existence  as  a  separate 
concern.  They  have  therefore  disposed  of  the  business  to  a  Grimsby  concern  at 
a  price  which  enabled  them  to  liquidate  all  their  engagements  satisfactorily. 

Boundary  Agreements. 

Further  progress  is  to  be  noted  in  this  matter.  Boundaries  have  been  agreed 
upon  between  the  Chesham  and  Tring  societies,  and  the  Berkhamsted  and  Hemel 
Hempstead  societies.  The  disputes  between  the  Basingstoke  and  Aldershot, 
and  Basingstoke  and  Farnham  societies  are  still  outstanding.  The  Sectional 
Board  is  anxious  that  these  societies  should  come  to  an  agreement  at  an 
early  date,  but  so  far  have  been  unsuccessful  in  securing  a  suitable  arrange- 
ment. The  longer  this  arrangement  is  delayed  the  more  danger  arises  of 
friction  in  the  future. 

Education  Committees. 

The  Board,  in  conjunction  with  the  Southern  Education  Council,  is  apxious 
to  assist  in  establishing  education  committees  in  connection  with  all  societies  in 
the  section.  At  present  some  70  are  so  organised  out  of  190  societies.  A  circular 
letter  has  been  issued,  but  the  response  has  been  meagre.  The  Sectional  Board 
take  this  opportunity  of  once  more  drawing  societies'  attention  to  the  value  of 
the  work  of  active  educational  committees. 

Co-operative  Schools. 

A  summer  school  was  held  at  the  Working  Men's  College  during  the  first 
two  weeks  in  September,  1917,  and  was  largely  attended.  The  schools  in  London 
having  been  so  successful  it  is  felt  that  a  summer  school  at  a  college  where  the 
students  can  be  in  residence  throughout  the  whole  of  the  time  would  be  welcomed 
Negotiations  have  been  concluded  by  the  Central  Education  Committee  with  the 
proprietor  of  a  suitable  college  at  Maidenhead,  and,  if  war  conditions  permit,  the 
school  will  be  held  at  the  end  of  the  summer. 

Week-end  schools  organised  by  the  Stratford  Education  Committee  have 
proved  successful  and  educative. 

In  conjunction  with  the  local  society  the  Sectional  Board  organised  a  week- 
end school  at  Winchester.  Results  were  sufficiently  good  to  show  that  under 
better  conditions  much  good  work  could  be  done  if  a  number  of  such  schools 
were  organised. 
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Literature  and  Lantern  Smdes. 

Eight  applications  for  the  loan  of  lantern  slides  have  been  received 
accounting  for  560  slides.  This  is  a  reduction  on  previous  years,  due,  no  doubt, 
to  war  conditions  militating  against  the  organisation  of  meetings. 

Literature  sales  amounted  to  £51.  3s.  6d.,  showing  a  further  increase  on  the 
year.  There  is  a  pretty  constant  demand  for  new  co-operative  literature,  and 
the  Publications  Committee  should  feel  encouraged  to  go  forward  as  quickly  as 
the  dearth  of  paper  and  cost  of  printing  will  permit. 

Obituary. 

We  regret  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Curtis,  a  member  of  the  Colchester 
Committee,  who  was  accidentally  killed  in  a  street  car  collision ;  and  of  Mr.  W. 
Collins,  of  the  West  London  Committee,  Mr.  Collins  was  very  well  known  in 
the  Southern  Section,  and  was  a  regular  attendant  at  conferences.  Letters  of 
condolence  were  sent  to  Mrs.  Curtis  and  Mrs.  Collins. 

General. 

The  thanks  of  the  Board  are  due  to  the  district  secretaries  and  executives 
for  the  painstaking  manner  in  which  their  duties  have  been  carried  on.  A  word 
of  gratitude  is  also  due  to  the  educational  committees  which  have  so  gamely 
stuck  to  their  tasks. 

The  men's  and  women's  guilds  have  pursued  their  activities,  the  number  of 
branches  of  men's  guilds  having  increased.  Classes  for  women  have  been 
organised  by  the  Central  Education  Committee  in  connection  with  the  women's 
guilds  at  Enfield,  Edmonton,  Penge,  Aldershot,  West  London,  Portsmouth, 
Woking,  and  Parnham,  the  attendance  being  good  in  all  cases. 

Of  the  management  committees  and  their  officials  only  words  of  admiration 
can  be  used  for  the  sterling  co-operative  service  they  perform  for  members. 
With  such  a  spirit  to  meet  difficulties  they  may  look  forward  with  equanimity  to 
the  times  coming  after  the  war,  whether  they  be  good  or  ill. 

W.  T.  Charter,  Chairman. 
B.  Williams,  Secretary. 

THE    SOUTHERN    CO-OPERATIVE    CONVALESCENT    FUND. 

Although  the  Convalescent  Fund  still  shows  signs  of  the  influence  of  the 
abnormal  conditions  of  the  times  upon  its  activities,  the(  progress  made  and 
the  work  done  during  the  year  is  most  satisfactory.  Seven  societies — Aider- 
shot  (rejoined).  Beccles,  Great  Yarmouth,  Diss,  King's  Lynn,  Melton 
Constable,  and  Tiptree  Self-Help — have  joined  up,  and  the  total  number  of 
members  is  now  101. 

Subscriptions  and  donations  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1917, 
amounted  to  £1,197.  18s.  2d.,  showing  an  increase  of  £113.  5s.  lid.  Grants 
were  made  to  52  societies  in  respect  of  225  convalescent  and  tuberculous  cases, 
and  to  10  societies  in  respect  of  26  grants  for  surgical  aid  and  dental  benefits. 
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The  committee  express  themselves  somewhat  disappointed  that  the  demand 
ifor  these  new  forms  of  benefit  has  not  been  greater.  The  machinery  of  the 
scheme  has  worked  well,  and  the  grants  made  have  been  much  appreciated 
by  applicants. 

The  total  nmnber  of  cases  in  which  grants  were  made  were  225,  being 
83  men,  116  women,  and  26  children.  ■  Ordinary  cases,  requiring  under  three 
weeks'  benefit,  numbered  149,  and  cost  £2.  Os.  lOd.  per  case ;  but  the  number 
of  more  serious  cases  accepted,  in  which,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee, 
a  much  longer  stay  was  granted  to  completely  restore  the  convalescent  to 
health,  have  increased  this  year  from  56  to  61,  the  average  cost  per  case  being 
£5.  Os.  6^d.,  as  against  £4.  12s,  in  1916. 

Twelve  tuberculous  cases  were  accepted  by  the  committee,  each  one 
requiring  lengthy  treatment  either  at  Sanatoria  or  in  our  own  shelter.  The 
average  stay  was  16  weeks,  and  the  net  average  cost  was  £15.  5s.  6d.  per  case. 


REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS. 
No.  1. — North  Metropolitan. 

Executive  Committee. 
Mr.   A.  C.  Burn    (chairman),   West     \  Mr.  J.  Maton,  Edmonton. 


London. 
P.  P.  Haywood  (hon.  sec),  London 

Perseverance. 
H.  H.  Betts,  Willesden. 
E.  Irwin,  Croxley. 


S.  Moule,  Stratford. 
W.  G.  Payne,  Chesham. 
G.  H.  Pightling,  Epping. 
A.   Wiggins,  Watford. 
R.  J.  Wise,  Hendon. 


During  Congress  year  four  conferences  have  been  held,  as  follows  : — 


Society. 


Subject. 


Introduced  by 


Stratford 

Willesden  &  District . . 
West  London 


Stratford  (Waltham- 
stow  Branch). 


Income  Tax Mr.  W.  T.  Charter, 


Co-operation  and  Food  Control. . 

The  Representation  of  Co-operators 
in  Parliament. 

Co-operative  Representation, 
National  and  Local. 


Mr.  A.  Hollands. 
Mr.  S.  Foulger. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson. 


Great  interest  has  been  focussed  by  societies  on  the  subjects  selected  for 
discussion,  particularly  the  question  of  "  Income  Tax." 
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The  confeirences  have  been  well  attended,  and  the  "discussionis  most 
profitable. 

Meetings  were  held  at  Willesden  and  Watford  by  representatives  of 
general  committees,  along  with  a  member  of  the  Sectional  Board  and  the 
district  secretary,  to  arrange  deputations  to  local  members  of  Parliament  on 
the  proposal  to  levy  income  tax  on  co-operative  societies. 

The  committee  assisted  the  Hendon  Society  at  their  propaganda  meeting 
at  the  Garden  Suburb,  which  was  a  great  success. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  supplies,  the  whole  of 
the  societies,  in  the  district  report  progress,  both  in  trade  and  membership, 
which  clearly  shows  that  the  workers  are  beginning  to  realise  the  value  of 
co-operation. 

The  district  executive  has  been  increased  by  two  members,  one  from 
Hendon  Society  and  one  from  Croxley  Society,  which  has  enabled  the  com- 
mittee to  keep  in  closer  touch  with  societies. 

We  were  again  represented  at  Congress. 

The  following  is  the  expenditure  for  the  year  : — 

£    s.   d. 

Committee  Meetings 10  17  10 

Deputations,  &c 112     1 

Printing  and  Stationery     110    8 

Postage,  &c 1  17    2 


£15  17    9 


Special  District  Fund. 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Balance  brought  forward 11    8    6 

,,  Edmonton 110 

..Hendon 110 

„  Stratford 4    4    0 


JE17  14    5 


Expenditure.  £ 

By  Delegate's  Expenses 0 

„  Grant .  towards   Delegate's   Ex- 
penses to  Congress 3 

,,  Co-opt  members  of  Committee — 
Fees 0 

„  Delegate's  Expenses  to  National 
Emergency  Conference 1 

,,  Printing  Paper  for  District  Con- 
ference, Willesden 2 


0    0 

8    8 


0    0 


Balance  in  hand  10  15 


£11  14    5 


F.  P.  Haywood,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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No.  2. — South  Metropolitan. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  S.  Whitboume  (chairman),  Woking. 
„  J.  Dickinson    (secretary).  Royal 

Arsenal. 
„  0.  J.  Beese,  Staines. 


Mr.  W.  Harding,  Penge. 
,,    0.  J.  Pettett,  Godalming. 
„    W.  Stewart,  Croydon. 
„   R.  R.  Wale,  Woolwich. 


During  the  year  conferences  have  been  held  as  follows  :- 


Society. 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

Haslemere 

Pensfe 

Co-operation  and  Direct  Representa- 
tion in  Parliament. 

Co-operation  and  Direct  Representa- 
tion in  Parliament. 

Co-operative  Failures :  The  Remedy, 
Amalgamation  or  Federation. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

E,  King. 
J  Dickinson 

Bromley  &  Crays , 

Frank  Bethell. 

Two  out  of  the  three  conferences  have  dealt  with  the  subject  of  Parlia- 
mentary Representation,  and  the  unanimous  opinion  of  delegates  has  been  in 
favour  of  the  movement  taking  its  part  in  political  life.  If  the  members  of 
societies  are  of  the  same  frame  of  mind  as  the  delegates  to  conferences  there 
would  appear  to  be  very  little  risk  of  dissension  in  this  district. 

Whilst  the  trading  activities  of  societies  have  been  restricted  and  the 
extension  of  business  premises  practically  prohibited  owing  to  the  war  con- 
ditions, it  is  yet  satisfactory  to  note  that  societies  are  able  to  report  increases 
in  membership  and  tarade. 

Educational  work  is  being  vigorously  carried  on  in  most  of  the  societies, 
and  the  value  of  the  co-operative  movement,  both  in  peace  and  war,  is  being 
kept  before  the  general  public. 

Now  that  compulsory  rationing  of  certain  goods  is  in  force,  it  is  a  matter 
for  congratulation  that  the  co-operative  movement  in  this,  as  in  other  matters, 
has  led  the  way.  Whilst  Government  Departments  were  talking  about 
rationing  co-operative  societies  were  doing  it.  In  this  district  the  Woolwich 
Society  took  a  census  of  its  members  and  instituted  a  food  register  months 
before  the  Government  moved  in  the  matter.  This  system  has  aroused  con- 
siderable interest,  and  inquiries  have  been  made  for  details  from  societies. 
Labour  organisations,  and  food  control  committees  throughout  Great  Britain. 

The  societies  throughout  the  district  are  fully  alive  to  the  menace  to  the 
movement  from  private  interests,  and  are  determined  to  put  up  a  stiff  fight, 
if  needs  be,  on  behalf  of  co-operation. 
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The  negotiations  mentioned  in  the  last  report  as  being  carried  on  between 
the  Penge,  Bromley  and  Grays,  Croydon,  and  Woolwich  societies  with  a  view 
to  rearrangement  of  boundaries  and  amalgamation  of  some  of  the  societies 
are  not  yet  completed,  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  war. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 


Committee  Meetings  . . . 

Deputations    

Printing  and  Stationery 
Postage    


£    s. 

d. 

9    3 

5 

0  18 

1 

1  14 

4 

0  19 

9 

£12  16 

7 

J.  Dickinson,  Hon.  Secretary. 


No.  3. — Kent. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  D.  Flemming  (chairman),  Chatham. 
M.  H.  Clear  (secretary),  Sheerness. 
T.  R.  Claringbould,  Dover. 
G.  Wood,  Sheerness  Co-operative. 
T.  Hoole,  Canterbury. 
W.  Angear,  Sheerness  Economical. 
Fielder,  Rochester. 
A.  D.  Banks,  Ashford. 
G.  Mitchell,  Maidstone. 
H.  Riches,  Dartford, 


Mr.  J.  Gill,  Gillingham. 

,,  J.  H.  Clunne,  Gravesend. 

„  J.  C.  Harlow,  Sittingbourne. 

„  J.  T.  Cashman,  Faversham. 

„  H.  J.  V.  Wildash,  Greenstreet. 

„  J.  Norris,  Ramsgate. 

„  H.  Hughes,  Rainham. 

„  R.  Werren,  Tonbridge. 

„  A.  J.  Curling,  Barge  Builders. 

„  Spillett,  Walmer. 


1917   Conferences. 


Society. 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

Rochester 

Direct  Parliamentary  Representation 

Mr.  W.  Fielder. 

Chatham 

Water    Transport    (General    Com- 
mittees only). 

Mr.  W.  Coulton. 

Ashford  

Co-operators    and     their    National 
Programme. 

Mrs.  Gasson 

(Co-op.  Union). 

Gravesend  

The     Scheme     for     Parliamentary 
Representation. 

Mr.  E.  King 

(Co-op.  Union). 
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TJie  whole  of  the  conferences  have  had  pre-war  standard  of  attendances 
and  the  keenest  of  interest  shown  in  the  subject  matter,  and  if  only  the 
enthusiasm  can  be  carried  back  to  the  delegates'  spheresi  of  life  a  great 
awakening  is  the  sure  and  certain  reward. 

The  committee  meetings  have  not  maintained  their  pre-war  level,  perhaps 
due  to  the  fact  that  they  are  held  at  6  p.m.  and  the  representatives  find  it 
difficult  returning  by  late  and  last  trains. 

The  passing  away  of  the  Barge  Builders  and  Carriers'  Society  Limited,  at 
Rochester,  is  an  event,  .in  these  days,  to  be  regretted.  Water  carriage  is  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  this  society's  building  and  repairing  of  barge 
craft  had  an  influence  on  wages,  hours,  and  conditions  of  labour  on  the 
River  Medway  area. 

Established  in  1892,  froon  its  inception  dearth  of  capital  hampered  pro- 
gress. Then  the  wreck  of  a  first-class  barge  was  ai  blow  that  the  society 
never  recovered  from.  The  present  great  demand  for  all  kinds  of  vessels 
was  the  opportunity  to  save  the  position  of  affairs.  The  society  approached 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  but  negotiations  did  not  effect  a  transfer, 
the  offer  of  a  private  shipbuilding  company  being  25  per  cent  more  than  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  In  the  interest  of  the  shareholders  and 
those  of  strong  co-operative  faith  the  society  is  being  wound  up  and  business 
and  plant  transferred  to  the  capitalistic  world. 

The  closing  down  of  this  productive  venture  is  counter-balanced  by 
societies  entering  upon  farming  operations.  At  Ashford  they  have  purchased 
a  fully- equipped  farmstead,  and  will  produce  their  own  milk  requirements. 

Sittingbourne  Society  has  added  many  hundreds  of  acres  to  its  previous 
holdings;  varied  will  be  the  future.  Sheerness  Economical  continues  to  jog 
along  with  general  farming,  dairy,  market-garden  produce,  wheat,  &c.  The 
glasshouses  are  a  reliable  source  of  food  production,  and  a  ready  market  within 
its  own  membership  is  found. 

The  majority  of  the  societies'  rules  will  permit  of  backing  up  Parlia- 
mentary funds,  and  every  single  society  which  is  at  present  debarred  is 
taking  prompt  steps  to  make  good  this  defect.  A  few  are  at  work  setting 
up  local  conmiittees,  and  here  and  there  one  has  established  a  local  organisa- 
tion. They  are  urged  to  build  and  construct  step  by  step.  First  try  for 
local  bodies,  then  the  county,  and  finally  Parliament.  It  is  thought  this 
method  of  educationally  working  for  the  primary  object  the  better  plan. 

The  question  of  boundaries  between  two  societies  has  demanded  the  aid 
of  the  Special  Sub-district  Committee,  and  though  at  the  present  stage  the 
task  is  not  completed  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  a  successful  termination 
will  attend  time  and  labour  given  to  the  solution. 

In  one  town  a  body  of  people  are  at  work  establishing  a  new  society. 
Opposition  is  rife,  and  the  promoters  are  being  boycotted.  Supplies  are 
cut  off  by  private  traders.  These,  however,  are  being  catered  for  by  a  society 
some  fifteen  miles  distant,  which  is  also  taking  the  share  capital  until  the 
new  society  is  registered  and  ready  to  start.  Faith  and  courage  are  strong 
factors  in  the  fray. 
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Developments  await  peace  times.  Every  possible  step  has  been  taken  to 
cope  with  expansion,  but  it  is  far  too  limited  in  character  for  the  far-sighted. 
These,  hofwever,  must  be  content  to  witness  societies  putting  the  whole  of 
their  businesses  on  ready-money  lines. 

The  need  for  more  capital  is  seen  and  felt  by  most  leaders,  and  societies 
have  been  urged  to  tap  trade  union  and  friendly  societies'  sources  and  get 
them  to  bank  within  the  movement.  A  fair  response  to  this  desirable  end 
can  be  recorded. 


Speciai-  District  Fund. 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

1916— To  Balance  brought  forward  . .  35  16    7 
1917—  „  Subscriptions    72  10  11 


Audited — 

W.  R.  Angkar. 


£108    7    6 


Expenditure.  £   s.  d. 

By  Committee  Meetings 6  12  9 

„  Postages,  Wires,  &c 3  10  6 

,,  Printing  and  Stationery 4  11  8 

„  Advisory  Work 23  10  11 

,,  Propaganda  and  Conferences 81    0  4 

„  Balance  39    1  4 

£108    7    6 

Mark  H.  Clear,  Hon.  Secretary. 


No.  4. — Sussex. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.   J.  Scraoe    (chairman),   Tunbridge 
Wells. 
„   H.  C.  Kille  (secretary),  Newhaven. 
,,  Mr.  L.  Razzell,  Reigate. 
„   G.  Daughtry,  Arundel. 


Mr.  W.  Gatland,  Crawley. 
,,   W.  Dallaway,  Brighton. 
,,   B.  H.  Baker,  Newhaven. 
,,   Atkins,  Lewes. 


The  following  conferences  were  held  during  the  year : — 


Society. 


Brighton 


Tunbridge  Wells 


Subject. 


Excess     Profits     and    Income     Tax 
(Management  Committees  only). 

A  National  Co-operative  Policy    . . . . 


Introduced  by 


Mr.  B.  Williams. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon. 


The  executive  have  found  it  very  difficiilt  to  hold  conferences  during 
this  year,  the  co-operative  societies  having  been  hit  by  the  shortage  of  supplies, 
especially  those  situated  in  the  seaside  towns ;  and  though  the  multiple  shops 
seemed  full  of  goods,  we  have  had  to  restrict  our  members  to  eke  out  supplies. 

But  we  are  pleased  to  report  that,  notwithstanding  our  difficulties  of 
getting  supplies,  especially  to  new  members,  our  total  of  membership  has 
increased,  as  also  the  volume  of  trade. 
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The  conference  for  manage>m«nt  committees  proved  a  great  saccess. 
There  we  could  discuss  many  pointa  of  technical  value  to  our  societies,  and 
we  hope  to  be  able  to  repeat  this  conference  during  the  coming  year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  foUows  : — 

£    s.  d. 

Committee  Meetings 6  16  6 

Conference — London    1  14  9 

Printing  and  Stationery 0  13  6 

Postage    0    6  0 


£9  10    8 


Special  Distbict  Fund. 


Beceipts.  £    8.  d. 

To  Balance  in  hand 12  18    1 


£12  18    1 


Expenditure.  £ 

By  Expenses   of   Representation  of 
Societies   not   represented  on 

District  Executive 1 

,,  Special  Tisit  to  Society 0 

,,  Delegate     to     Emergency    Con- 
ference        1  15    0 

,,  Balance  in  hand 9    8    9 


8    5 
6    0 


£Vi  18    1 
H.  C.  KiLLE,  Hon.   Secretary. 


Mr.  R.   Hibberd    (chairman),    Bourne 

mouth. 
,,     J.  L. Welch  (bon.  sec),  Portsmouth 
„     S.  Bowerman,  Portsmouth. 
„     W.  Hutchings,  Winchester. 


No.  5. — Hants. 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  H.  Sanders,  Farnham. 
„    E.  Alexander,  Southampton. 
„    A.  Price,  Shanklin. 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Allen,  Aldershot. 


Conferences  held  during  the  year  : — 

Society. 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

Winchester 

Land  Nationalisation 

Mr.  B  Williams 

Ringwood    

Aldershot 

Gowes   

Co-operative  Societies  and  Income 
Tax. 

National  Policy  and  Programme  . . . 

Direct  Representation 

District  Committee. 

Mr.  R.  Rowsell. 
Mr.  R.  Rowsell. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  six  special  conferences  have  been  held -for  the 
purpose  of  arousing  co-operators  to  the  danger  attending  the  suggested  altera- 
tion of  the  law  relating  to  income  tax  as  it  affects  us.  These  conferences  were 
arranged  exclusively  for  members  of  committees  of  management  from  all  the 
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societies  in  the  district.  The  various  committees  agreed  to  bring  the  matter 
before  their  respective  societies  at  an  early  opportunity. 

Members  of  Parliament,  representing  local  constituencies,  have  been  inter- 
viewed on  the  same  subject,  and  although  no  definite  promises  have  been 
obtained  members  have  admitted  that  we  have  raised  points  that  enabled 
them  to  see  the  matter  in  a  new  light. 

Meetings  for  the  discussion  of  "  Collective  Faarming "  have  also  been 
organised,  and  several  societies  are  about  to  embark  on  this  important  branch 
of  co-operative  work. 

All  societies  report  that,  notwithstanding  the  trying  times,  trade  is  being 
maintained,  and,  so  far  as  Government  irestrictions  allow,  extended  to  outlying 
towns  and  villages. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows :  — 

£    s.    d. 

Committee  Meetings 24    9    1 

Deputations 15  13  10 

Postage,  Stationery,  ^o 2    4    6 

£42    7     5 

J.  L.  Welch,  Hon.  Secretary. 


No.  6. — Wilts,  and  Dorset. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  S.  W.  Shinner  (chairman),  Chip- 
penham. 
„   R.  R.  Prynne  (hon.  sec),  Wilton. 
„   A.  E.  Angell,  Bradford-on-Avon. 
„    C.  J.  Cane,  Salisbury. 

Conferences  held  during  the  year 


Mr.  W.  J.  Dunning,  Trowbridge. 
„    A.  G.  England,  Weymouth. 
„   H.  J.  Poolman,  Warminster. 
„  J.  Scanes,  Mere. 


Society. 


Chippenham   .... 

Bradford-on-Avon 

Amesbury    

Trowbridge 


Subject. 


("Annual  Report,  1916    

( Food  Prices 

Co-operators  and  the  Income  Tax  . 
Stocktaking 


Direct  Co-operative  Representation 
in  Parliament. 


Introduced  by 


Mr.  R.  R.  Prynne, 

Hon.  Sec. 
Mr.  R,  Rowsell. 

Mr.  R.  Rowsell. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Prynne. 

Mr.  S.  W.  Shinner. 


In  spite  of  the  restrictions  caused  by  the  war,  tJie  year  1917  has  been 
one  of  considerable  activity  in  this  district.       Four  conferences  have  been 
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held,  as  shown  in  the  list  above.  The  first  was  at  Chippenham.  The  report 
to  Congress  was  read,  and  after  some  discussion  adopted.  The  late  secretary 
(Mr.  Box)  sent  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  association  for  the  testimonial  pre- 
sented to  him.  The  railway  fares  having  been  raised  50  per  cent,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  payment  of  delegates'  fees  be  suspended  until  fares  become 
normal,  and  with  a  few,  alterations  and  amendments  the  new  district  rules 
were  adopted.  Mr.  R.  Rowsell  read  a  carefully-prepared  paper  on  "  Food 
Prices." 

At  the  second  conference,  held  at  Bradford-on-Avon,  Mr.  R.  Rowsell 
read  the  paper  prepared  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Neville  (Royal  Arsenal  Society) 
on  "  Co-operators  and  the  Income  Tax." 

The  third  conference,  at  Amesbury,  discussed  Mr.  Prynne's  paper  on 
"  Stocktaking,"  and  the  delegates  had  an  opportunity  of  debating  points  of 
practical  utility  in  the  conduct  of  their  store  business. 

The  fourth  conferenca  was  held  on  12th  January,  1918,  at  Trowbridge, 
and  the  subject  was  a  specially  prepared  paper  by  Mr.  Shinner  on  "  Direct 
Co-operative  Representation  in  Parliament."  The  representatives  of  other 
democratic  and  labour  organisations  in  the  district  were  invited,  and  a  large 
number  of  these  delegates  attended.  The  Co-operative  Union  resoloition  was 
unanimously  adopted,  and  delegates  urged  to  see  that  their  societies  acted 
upon  it. 

The  first  task  of  the  executive  for  the  year  was  the  settling  of  details 
and  arrangements  for  the  administration  of  our  district  fund.  This  has 
proved  a  distinct  success,  and  its  value  will  be  felt  even  more  in  a  year  or 
two,  when  the  work  of  construction  and  reconstruction  begins  in  earnest. 

Another  matter  of  importance  hasi  been  the  policy  of  getting  into  touch 
with  the  agricultural  societies.  Some  headway  has  been  made,  though  owing 
to  restrictions  on  travelling  and  other  war  conditions  not  so  much  has  been 
done  as  at  first  was  to  be  attempted. 

The  executive  have  sent  representatives  to  their  neighbours,  the  Somerset 
district,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  interchange  of  delegates  will  be  arranged 
between  the  adjoining  districts  of  Devon,  Somerset,  and  Hants.,  so  that 
electoral  machinery  may  be  established  where  needful  in  cases  where  electoral 
districts  do  not  coincide  with  our  own  area.  A  representative  has  also  attended 
a  meeting  of  the  National  Union  of  Teachers  at  Salisbury,  and  one  has  been 
placed  on  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board.  Mr.  C.  J.  Cane  (Salisbury)  having 
secured  an  appointment  in  another  county,  resigned  his  seat  on  the  executive, 
to  the  regret  of  his  colleagues. 

A  new  distributive  society  has  been  registered  at  Sturminster  Newton. 
The  Mere  Society  has  opened  a  branch  at  Gillingham ;  and  a  branch  business 
acquired  by  the  Childe  Okeford  Society  at  Iwerne  Minster,  thus  showing 
that  extensions  can  still  be  made  in  our  movement. 

The  societies  continue  to  increase  largely  in  trade  and  membership. 
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The  position  of  co-operators  on  food  control  committees  has  demanded 
some  attention  from  our  executive.  The  treatment  meted  out  to  the  societies 
ranges  from  toleration  to  an  absolutely  hostile  attitude,  in  some  cases  no 
regard  being  paid  to  Lord  Rhondda's  instructions.  It  is  evident  that  the 
societies  will  not  gain  or  maintain  their  rights  without  a  keen  struggle,  and 
the  association  will  have  to  be  utilised  as  a  means  of  bringing  our  combined 
strength  to  bear.     More  will  be  heard  of  this  question  in  the  near  future. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Executive  (7  meetings,  including  conferences)   -32  7  5 

Sectional  Conferences 8  4  6 

Delegations 1  1  3 

Stationery  and  Postage    1  6  6 

Printing  (included  in  District  Fund)    4  13  9 

£47  13    5 


District  Fund  Accounts  foe  the  Year  1917. 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Balance    13  16  9 

„  Societies'  Subscriptions— 

Bradford-on-Avon  1  17  0 

Wilton 13  1 

Warminster 1  11  3 

Salisbury    4  18  6 

Chippenham 6    0  0 

„            W.G 0  10  6 

,,            Corsham  W.a...  0    8  0 

„            Educ.  Com 0  10  6 

Weymouth 8    7  10 

Great  Sherston 0    4  0 

Trowbridge    1    1  0 

Calne   0  18  2 

Devizes  2    3  3 

Mere 1    1  0 

„  Qrant  from  Southern  Section 4  13  9 


^49    4    7 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Hire  of  Hall   0    3  6 

„  Carriage   0    1  0 

,,  District  Secretary,  Expenses 0  14  8 

„  Delegate  to  Bath 0    8  3 

„  Printing   , 8    5  9 

,,  Postages  0  18  6 

,,  Delegates  to  Conferences — 

Bradford  on-Avon  4    4  6i 

Amesbury 4  16  9 

Trowbridge       6  17  9} 

,,  Balance  in  hand   23  13  10 


£49    4    7 
R.  R.  Prynnb,  Hon.  Secretary. 


Mr.  E.  White,  (chairman),  High 
Wycombe. 
„    George  Carter  (hon.  sec),  Oxford. 
„    A.  E.  Perkins,  Windsor. 
„    T.  Ramsey,  Oxford. 


No.  7. — Oxford. 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  J.  Reeves,  Banbury. 
„    L.  H.  TafEs,  Slough. 
„    0.  E.  Taylor,  Swindon. 
,,    H.  Wooldridge,  Reading. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  difficult  one  for  all  societies,  but  despite  shortage 
of  supplies  the  movement  has  made  progress  and  demonstrated  its  usefulness 
to  the  workers  and  its  great  possibilties  for  the  future. 
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The  great  drainage  of  male  labour  from  societies  has  caused  anxiety  to 
management,  but  on  the  whole  the  increase  of  female  employees  has  proved 
satisfactory. 

War  conditions  have  been  the  cause  of  some  societies  abolishing  trading 
with  non-members  and  reverting  to  strict  cash  trading. 

The  question  of  "Food  Supply"  furnished  the  subject  for  discussion  at 
one  conference  and  other  meetings  of  societies.  The  failure  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with  the  question  in  a  satisfactory  and  equitable  manner  was 
amply  demonstrated,  and  a  proper  system  of  allotment  of  foodstuffs  and 
fair  treatment  wae  demanded. 

The  "  Income  Tax  Menace"  has  been  discussed  in  most  societies.  Round- 
table  conferences  of  management  committees  have  taken  place,  and  several 
public  meetings  have  been  held.  Members  of  Parliament  were  interveiwed, 
and  the  claims  of  the  movement  on  the  question  were  placed  before  them. 

"  Pai'liamentary  Representation"  has  also  been  much  discussed,  and  in 
some  societies  joint  efforts  are  being  made  with  outside  bodies  to  secure  better 
representation  on  local  bodies.  The  services  of  some  of  our  Labour  members 
of  Parliament  have  been  secured  in  placing  the  co-operative  position  before 
the  public. 

Educational  activities  have  been  somewhat  restricted  in  the  country 
districts  owing  to  difficulty  of  obtaining  conveyances  for  choirs  and  speakers 
to  evening  meetings. 

Four  district  conferences  have  been  held,  with  satisfactory  attendances 
at  each  : — 


Society. 


Banbury 
Swindon 

Windsor 

Oxford  . 


Subject. 


Food  Problems 


Woman's  Work  and  Place  in  the 
Co-operative  Movement. 

The  Financial  Policy  of  the  Move- 
ment. 

Parliamentary  Representation    . . . , 


Introduced  by 


Mr.  E.  King. 
Mrs.  W.  Dale. 

Mr.  T.  Q.  Davies. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate. 


The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows : — 

£    s.    d. 

Committee  Meetings    V2    9  10| 

Conferences    5     8  11 

Printing 15    6 

Postage  and  Stationery   0  15    7 


£19  19  lOi 
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Special  District  Fund. 


Receipts.  &    s.    d. 

To  Balance,  31bt  December,  1916  . .     14    2    2 

,,   Subscriptions 1111    0 


£26  18    2 


Expenditure.  &  s.  d. 

By  Holyoake  Centenary Ill  IJ 

,,  Congress  Delegate 5  11  0 

„  Committee  Meetings  (fares  only)  3  16  2J 

„  Printing  2    0  6 

„  Postage  0  12  4 

„  Balance,  31st  December,  1917. ...  12    2  0 

je25  13    2 

George  Garter,  Hon.  Secretary. 


No.  8. — Cambridge. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Cole  (chairman),  Letchworth. 
„    W.  Resbury  (hon.  sec),  Sawston. 
„    F.  Barnard,  Cambridge. 
„    G.  B.  Poppy,  Newmarket. 


Mr,  Simmons,  Saffron  Walden. 
„    C.  Martin,  Bishop's  Stortford, 
„    B.  Touch,  Ely, 
,,    J.  Outram,  Chatteris. 


Conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year  as  under  : — 


Society, 

Subject. 

Introduced  by 

Mr.  Coppin. 

Bishop's  Stortford . 
Cambridge 

A  National  Co-operative  Policy 

The  Co-operative  Union's   Scht 
Direct    Representation   in 
ment  and  other  Public  Be 

Mr,  King, 

ime   for 
Parlia- 
dies. 

Mr.  Foulger, 

In  addition  to  these  conferences  reported  above,  there  has  been  held  five 
"  group "  conferences  in  different  parts  of  the  district  on  "  Co-operati\re 
Representation  in  Parliament  and  on  Public  Bodies."  These  have  been 
attended  fairly  w^ell,  and  action  has  already  been  taken  in  the  disitrict  to 
secure  support  for  legielation  brought  forward  in  the  interests  of  our 
movement. 

Weak  societies  have  been  visited  by  members  of  the  committee,  and  the 
local  committees  interviewed,  with  good  results. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

Committee  Meetings     21  10  0 

London  Conferences 4  17  1 

Special  Conferences 2  16  0 

Deputations 0    4  '6 

Printing  and  Stationery 0    8  6 

Postage    0     8  0 

£30    3  10 
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Statement  op  Speciaij  District  Fund. 


Receipts.  £    s.   d. 

To  Balance  brought  forward  27  10    7 

„  Subscriptions S    8    0 


Expenditure.  £ 

By  Special  Deputations 1  13 


„  Emergency  Conference,  London..    2    0  0 

„  Postage    0    1  0 

„  Balance  at  Bank 26    8  2 

„        ,,        in  Secretary's  hands. .. .    0  11  5 


£S0  IS    7  £30  18    7 

WiiJiiAM  Rksbury,  Hon.   Secretary. 


No.  9. — Norfolk. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  T.  S.  Reeve  (hon.  sec),  Norwich. 
T.  A.  Furbank,  King's  Lynn. 
G.  Mayes,  Wymondham. 
P.  W.  Rayment,  Lowestoft. 
H.  Yates,  Fakenham. 
E.  T.  Offord,  S  waff  ham. 


Mr.  W.  WiUett,  Brandon. 
A  J.  Hagg,  Norwich. 
J.  J.  Newman,  Great  Yarmouth. 
W.  Speare,  Beccles.     • 
W.  Ireland,  Diss. 
J.  Page,  Sheringham. 


The  year  has  not  been  one  for  launching  out  in  new  directions,  but 
increased  membership,  trade,  and  capital  are  the  general  order.  Attention 
has  been  given  to  maintaining  the  co-operative  spirit  and  keeping  the  societies 
in  touch  with  each  other. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  was  taken  up  with  arranging  group  meetings 
to  combat  the  income  tax  menace.  Three  such  meetings  were  held  as  follows  : 
Beccles,  16th  June;  Fakenham,  30th  June;  Sheringham,  15th  September.  As 
a  result  Sir  Edward  Beauchamp,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Noel  Buxton,  M.P.,  have 
been  interviewed,  and  their  replies  are  considered  satisfactory.  The  other 
constituency  comes  under  the  redistribution  scheme,  and  an  interview  was 
not  arranged. 

Replies  have  been  received  from  all  Government  Departments  relative  to 
the  question  of  food  prices,  food  production,  and  agricultm-al  labour,  stating 
the  matters  are  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Owing  to  the  sectional  conference  being  held  in  Norwich  on  19th  May, 
only  two  district  conferences  have  been  held,   viz.  :— 


Society. 

Subject. 

Introdvced  by 

Lowestoft 

National  Policy 

Mr.  R.  Rowsell. 

Wymondham  . . . 

Direct  Representation 

Mr.  R.  Rowsell. 

The  conferences  were  well  attended,  and  good  discussion  ensued. 
In  furtherance  of  the  national  policy,  several  societies  are  making  efforts 
to  increase  capital,  establish  penny  banks,  and  abolish  credit. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  secure  direct  representation  by  forming  local 
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councils.  A  meeting  was  arranged  at  Great  Yarmouth  between  local  trade 
unions  and  co-operators,  at  which  the  district  secretary  was  invited  to  speak. 

Norwich  Society  defeated  the  attempt  to  alter  the  rules  to  enable  it  to 
take  part  in  the  scheme. 

The  difficulty  of  meeting  the  requirements  of  increased  membership  have 
tempted  some  to  consider  the  advisability  of  restricting  membership.  One 
society  has  decided  not  to  accept  new  members  as  a  temporary  measure. 
Some  have  adopted  rationing  systems  with  advantage.  The  general  effect  of 
controlled  prices  has  been  reduced  dividends. 

A  marked  improvement  has  been  made  at  Melton  Constable  under  the 
new  management  and  an  energetic  committee. 

The  Beccles,  Diss,  Great  Yarmouth,  King's  Lynn,  and  Melton  Constable 
societies  have  become  members  of  the  Southern  Convalescent  Fund  during 
the  year. 

The  district  secretary  is  appointed  as  representative  on  the  Houors  and 
Wages  Board. 

Further  drafts  have  been  made  upon  the  very  small  male  staffs,  and  lady 
branch  managers  and  first  hands  axe  no  uncommon  experience.  The  Norwich 
Society  had  great  difficulty  in  retaining  its  secretary,  who  has  been  spared 
principally  because  the  society  is  engaged  in  providing  a  quarter  of  the 
population  with  food  supplies. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows  : — 

£  R.   d. 

Sectional  Conferences 11  19    1 

Executive  Meetings 10  9     5 

Group  Meetings  and  Interviews    3  14  10 

Printing  and  Printed  Stationery    2  9    6 

Postage    1  13 

Stationery 0  3 

Telegrams   0  8 

Sundry    0  0 


1 
0 

3 


£80  17     3J 


Special  District  Fund. 


Receipts.  £   s.  d. 

To  Balance  brought  forward 13  17    3 

„  Subscriptions    5    6    6 


£19    3    9 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d. 

By  Rail  Fares  and  Expenses 13    5 

,,  Balance  in  hand  18    0    4 


£19    3    9 
Thos.  S.  Reeve,  Hon.  Secretary. 


No.  10. — Essex  and  Suffolk. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  B.  S.  Wood  (chairman),  Braintree. 
„    W.  J.  Salmon  (hon.  sec),  Colchester. 
„    Chas.  Clift,  Chelmsford. 
„    F.  Davey,  Halstead. 


Mr.  S.  Foulger,  Ipsvdch. 
„    G.  Ryder,  Colchester. 
„    P.  X.  Thoburn,  Leiston. 
„    W.  Wade,  Stowmarket. 
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During  Congress  year  four  conferences  have  been  held,  viz.:  — 


Society. 


Witham  . . . . 
Ipswich  . . . . 
Colchester  .. 

Braintree    . . 


Subject. 


Income  Tax 

Income  Tax 

Direct  Parliamentary  Representation 

Co-operative  Finance , 


Intioduced  by 


Mr.  Foulger. 

Mr.  Foulger. 

Mr.  King, 

Co-op.  Union. 

Mr.  Golightly, 

C.W.S. 


Our  conferences  have  continued  to  receive  hearty  support  from  the 
societies,  and  we  have  good  reason  for  believing  that  practical  results  have 
been  achieved. 

As  the  outcome  of  the  two  dealing  with  the  income  tax  menace,  members 
of  Parliament  have  been  interviewed,  and  (we  think)  educated  as  to  the 
real  position  as  it  affects  the  co-operative  movement.  No  doubt  pledges 
were  given,  but  each  deputation  agreed  that  something  definite  had  been 
gained  by  the  interviews.  At  Colchester  the  official  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  delegates  being  agreed  that  a  step  forward  was  nov/ 
imperative. 

The  subject  of  "Co-operative  Finance,"  discussed  at  Braintree,  was 
full  of  interest,  special  points  being  the  abolition  of  credit  trading,  purchasing 
qualifications,  and  all  limitations  of  members'  shareholding.  In  the  discussion 
the  desirability  of  societies  paying  fair  interest  on  share  capital  and  the  need 
of  securing  additional  fixed  capital  for  investment  with  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  was  fully  demonstrated. 

The  Braintree,  Halstead,  and  Tiptree  societies  have  adopted  cash  trading 
in  all  departments,  and  report  unqualified  success. 

Speaking  generally,  the  movement  is  flourishing  in  the  district,  but 
shortage  of  supplies  has  reduced  the  possibility  of  that  increase  of  trade 
that  under  normal  conditions  would  have  been  obtained. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  is  as  follows  :  — 

£  s.  d. 

Executive  Meeting   ■ 9  0  8 

Conferences    11  2  8 

Deputations    '. 3  12  0 

Printing  and  Stationery 1  0  6 

Postage    2  1  0 


£26  16  10 
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District  Fund. 

Receipts                          £    s.  d.  I                           Expenditure.  £    s.  A 

To  Balance      7  14  10      By  Delegations  and  Deputations 5  19  2 

,,  Bubsoriptions    7    7    0        ,,  Postage,  Stationery,  &c 0    9  2 

„  Balance  forward  8  13  6 


Mr.  W.  H.  Barton  (chairman),  Luton. 
„    C.   T.   Goldsmith   (hon.  secretary), 

Bedford. 
,,    W.  Atkins,  Aylesbury. 
.,    J.  Bagnall,  Tring. 
,,    P.  Brightman,  Silsoe. 
„    J.  Day,  Berkhamsted. 
„    H.  Dolling,  Wolverton. 


JE15    1  10   I  £15    1  10 

W.  J.  Salmon,  Hon.  Secretary. 

No.  11. — Beds,  and  Bucks. 
Executive  Committee, 

Mr.  W.  Taylor,  Stony  Stratford. 
W.  H.  Bond,  St.  Albans. 
D.  A.  .Jones,  Bedford. 
W.  J.  Field,  Olney. 
R.  W.  Streets,  Hemel  Hempstead. 
Viccars,  Swanbourne. 
W.  H.  Wood,  Newport  Pagnell. 


The  special  work  of  our  fifth  yeaj  has  been  more  political  than  propa- 
gandist, in  the  ordinary  sense.  The  subjects  of  our  conferences  bear  witness 
to  this.  The  experiences  through  which  our  societies  have  been  passing — the 
menace  of  the  income  tax  propaganda,  the  ignoring  of  so  many  of  our  societies' 
claims  to  representation  when  the  food  control  committees  were  set  up,  the 
difficulties  of  getting  our  fair  share  of  scarce  foods,  &c. — have  cumulatively 
begat  a  spirit  of  resentment  and  created  an  atmosphere  which  prepared  a 
warm  welcome  in  this  district  for  the  Union's  lead  for  direct  representation 
and  all  other  means  of  enforcing  our  demands  and  defending  our  rights. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  our  political  activity  was  directed  to  the 
defeat  of  the  menace  of  the  traders'  agitation  for  the  taxing  of  our  surpluses. 
Later  the  movement  for  direct  representation  was  but  a  development  of  this, 
and  was  equally  energetically  taken  up  by  practically  all  our  societies.  The 
anti-income  tax  campaign  was  focussed  through  the  operations  of  three  joint 
committees,  representing  groups  of  societies,  which  covered  the  whole  area 
of  our  district,  who  met  periodically,  and  educated  their  own  membership  by 
means  of  literature,  the  public  by  means  of  meetings,  and  their  members  of 
Parliament  by  means  of  joint  deputations.  We  have  reason  for  being  especially 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  deputations  to  the  members  of  Parliament. 

The  movement  for  direct  representation  in  all  its  forms  has  been  taken 
up  enthusiastically  all  through  the  district.  Most  of  the  societies  have  set 
up  their  electoral  councils  for  local  administrative  representation,  have  sub- 
scribed to  the  Union's  fighting  fund,  and  have  entered  into  friendly  relations 
with  local  Labour.  In  North  Bucks,  the  five  co-operative  societies  have  repre- 
sentation on  the  executive  of  the  new  Labour  Party,  which  has  recently 
chosen  its  Parliamentary  candidate.     The  Bedford  Society  has  taken  active 
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steps  in  the  formation  of  a  local  Labour  Party,  principally  on  a  trade-unionist 
and  co-operative  basis. 

Although  war  conditione  have  necessarily  stayed  expansion,  some  of  our 
societies  have  extended  their  borders.  St.  Albans  has  opened  a  branch  at 
Hatfield,  and  Hemel  Hempstead  came  to  an  agreement  with  Chesham 
as  to  Bovingdon,  whereby  Hemel  Hempstead  agreed  to  give  an  efficient 
service  there  within  six  months.  This  has  been  done.  Attention  has  been 
given  to  the  speeding-up  of  our  educational  methods.  The  education  com- 
mittees gave  our  inquiries  an  encouraging  response,  with  the  result  that  on 
?3rd  March  a  series  of  annual  conferences  for  educational  committees  was 
instituted.    The  holding  of  a  district  week-end  school  is  under  consideration. 

The  conferences  for  the  year  have  been  : — 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Opener. 

May  12    .. 

Aug.  25  . . 
Dec.  1 . . . . 

Wolverton    . . 

St.  Albans    . . 
Bletchley  .... 
Aylesbury  . . . 

The  Menace  of  the  Income  Tax 
Propaganda. 

The  National  Policy  Programme. 

Direct  Kepresentation    

Mr.  H.  J.  May. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate. 
Mr.  Rowsell 

Feb  16   .. 

Conscription  of  Wealth 

Mr  B.  WiUiams. 

These  subjects,  being  real  live  ones,  have  attracted  large  attendances  at 
our  conferences,  which  have  remarkably  well  maintained  their  tone  and  vigour, 
and  have  gained  in  usefulness  in  focussing  and  educating  co-operative  opinion. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  has  been — 

£    s.  d. 

Committee  Meetings  and  Conferences    18    3  8J 

Deputations 0  13  11 

Group  Meetings :  Income  Tax  Menace  Propaganda .  5    6    7 

Printing    1    9  6 

Postage 1    7  6  J 


£27    1    3 


SPECiAii  District  Fund. 


Receipts. 

To  Balance  in  band 

, ,  Subscriptions    


£ 

B. 

d. 

12 

4 

4 

7 

8 

6 

Expenditure.  £ 

By  Committee  Meetings 3 

,,  Visitation  Expenses   0 

„  Postage 0 

,,  Clerical  assistance  in    circular- 
ising Committees 0 

„  Balance  in  hand  16 


d. 
1 

7i 
6 

0 

% 


£19  12  10  £19  12  10 

Chas.  T.  Goldsmith,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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SOUTHERN  CO-OPERATIVE   EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION. 
Executive  Council. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Salmon  (president),  Central 
Board. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Poster  (hon.  secretary),  Co- 
operative Bass  Dressers. 
„    B.  Williams  (secretary).  Southern 
Sectional  Board. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen,  Croydon. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Bate,  Central  Board. 


Mr.  R.  Hibberd,  Parkstone  and 

Bournemouth. 
Miss     J.     P.     Madams,     Co-operative 

Brotherhood  Trust. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Sumnan,  Bromley  and  Crays. 

,.    J.  Williams,  Swindon. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Tucker,  Royal  Arsenal. 

„    A.  J.  Vigis,  Stratford. 
Miss  C.  Webb,  Wimbledon. 


„    J.  J.  Dent,  Working  Men's  College,    j  Mr.  A.  E.  T.  Wilson,  Edmonton. 

The  gravity  of  the  national  danger  with  which  we  are  confronted  is  such 
as  to  cause  us  to  think  seriously  and  deeply,  and  to  consider  what  part  we 
are  to  take  in  the  future  guidance  and  government  of  our  country. 

We  realise  more  than  ever  the  great  importance  of  prompt  and  definite 
action,  guided  by  clear  thinking  and  accurate  knowledge.  This  serious 
thoughtfulness  has  apparently  led  to  a  growing  desire  for  an  extension  of 
educational  facilities,  and  is  no  doubt  largely  responsible  for  the  educational 
reawakening  which  has  been  so  striking  a  feature  of  the  past  year. 

This  reawakening  has  manifested  itself  in  the  increased  numbers  attending 
our  conferences — even  in  spite  of  restricted  travelling  facilities— the  large 
and  enthusiastic  attendances  at  the  summer  school  held  in  London  last  summer, 
the  new  and  rapidly  developing  desire  for  week-end  schools,  the  remarkable 
increase  in  the  number  of  classes  for  women,  and  the  decision  of  the  Sectional 
and  United  Boards  to  form  a  central  authority  in  London  for  propaganda  and 
educational  work.  All  these  evidences  fill  us  with  high  hope  for  the  future, 
and  fully  justify  our  efforts  in  the  past. 

Three  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year,  on  the  following 
subjects : — 

The  Survey  Committee's  Interim  Report  on  Education. — The  Couincil, 
acting  upon  the  suggestion  of  Congress,  decided  to  devote  two  of  its  meetings 
to  a  consideration  of  this  report.  Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (chairman  of  the  Central 
Education  Committee)  introduced  the  subject  on  each  occasion. 

Parliameaitary  Representation. — The  responsibility  for  educating  their 
members  and  giving  them  opportunities  for  considering  and  discussing  the 
many  problems  affecting  our  civic  life  devolves  upon  educational  committees, 
and,  with  a  view  of  helping  them,  our  third  conference  was  devoted  to  a 
consideration  of  a  paper  on  "  Co-operation  and  National  Politics,"  by  Mr. 
B.  Williams.  In  this  Mr.  Williams  urged,  as  a  first  step  the  concentration 
upon  three  main  points — the  conscription  of  wealth,  the  taxation  of  land 
values  (with  a  view  to  ultimate  national  control),  and  equal  educational 
opportunities  for  all. 
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Classes. 

Students 
enrolled. 

26 

87 

1 

20 

7 

...       108 

5 

74 

2 

28 

4 

56 

Class  Work. 
It    is    gratifying   to    be    able    to    report    that,    notwithstanding    many 
difficulties,  the  following  classes  have  been  held  : — 

Junior  Classes  in  Co-operation  

Intermediate   

Adult  Co-operation  

Industrial   History    

Citizenship    

Book-keeping    

Classes  for  women  have  been  held  at  Aldershot,  Enfield,  Farnham, 
Edmonton,  Penge,  Portsmouth,  West  London,  and  Woking. 

Miss  J.  P.  Madams  has  again  represented  the  Association  on  the  Central 
Education  Committee,  and  Messrs.  Bate  and  Salmon  have  represented  the 
Sectional  Board  on  the  Council  of  the  Association,  thus  maintaining  a  close 
and  cordial  relationship  between  the  three  bodies. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  business,  Mr.  E.  J.  Bull  found  himself  obliged 
to  resign  his  position  as  president.  The  Council  reluctantly  accepted  the 
resignation,  at  the  same  time  recording  their  high  appreciation  of  the  useful 
work  he  had  done  for  the  Association. 

W.  J.  Salmon,  President. 
B.  Williams,  Secretary. 


Reports  of  South-Western  Section  and  Districts. 


637 


(7)     SOUTH-WESTERN     SECTION- 


Mr.  W.  Brown  (treasurer) 

Mr.  J.  T.  Davis    

Mr.  M.  Found 

Mr.  R.  Pearce  (secretary) 

Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (chairman) 
Mr.  A.  Bullock  (hon.  member)., 
Mr.  R.  R.  Prynne        „ 


Attendances 
Made. 

Possible 
Attendances. 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

9 

10 

10 

10 

2 

10 

1 

10 

1 

— 

I  Mr.  C   Vaughan  \      „  

It  is  with  sincere  regret  we  record  the  death  of  Mr.  C.  Vaughan,  late 
honorary  member  of  the  Board,  and  one  of  the  oldest  pioneers  of  the  movement 
in  Devon  and  Cornwall  and  the  South-West  generally.  He  had  reached  a 
ripe  age,  and  had  lived  sufficiently  long  to  see  many  of  the  efforts  he  made 
rewarded  by  results. 

The  continued  war  difficulties  have  not  lessened  the  vigouir,  nor  weakened 
the  purposes  which  have  pronouncedly  marked  co-operative  activities  in  this 
section  during  the  laet  few  years. 

The  efforts  to  secure  the  amalgamation  and  consolidation  of  societies, 
referred  to  in  last  year's  report,  have  been  continued  and  maintained,  and 
the  principles  of  consolidation  and  joint  action  are  being  now  more  largely 
accepted.  Thus  the  Darite  Society,  in  Cornwall,  has  been  amalgamated  with 
Liskeard.  In  certain  instances,  where  the  juxtaposition  of  societies  created 
fear  of  competition  and  overlapping,  working  arrangements  have  been  made, 
and  others  are  being  negotiated. 

The  Falmouth  Society,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  South-West  of  England, 
after  holding  an  isolated  position  for  many  years,  is  again  uniting'  itself  to 
the  District  Association  and  to  the  Co-operative   Union. 

A  new  society  has  been  formed  at  St.  Mawes  (Cornwall)  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  coal  to  its  members. 

At  Redruth  there  has  been  active  propaganda,  but  the  prevailing  situation 
in  respect  to  supplies  does  not  warrant  eitheir  the  establishment  of  a  new 
society  or  an  imihediate  opening  of  a  branch  by  the  Cajnbome  Society,  which 
is  meeting,  as  far  as  possible,  the  needs  of  the  newly  joined  co-operators  in 
the  former  town. 

In  Devon,  South  Molton,  with  true  co-operative  spirit,  isi  supplying  the 
hundred  or  more  members  at  Barnstaple,  who  have  expressed  a  keen  desire 
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that  a/  society  should  again  be  formed  there,  or,  better  still,  that  a  branch 
be  established  of  an  amalgamation  of  societies  to  serve  more  completely  the 
North-West  Devon  area. 

The  newly  appointed  Devon  district  organiser  has  done  about  eight 
months'  work  in  the  county,  and  the  influence  of  that  work  is  already  being 
felt.  The  near  future  will  undoubtedly  show  definite  results  in  the  form  of 
increased  membership  and  trade. 

It  is  an  interesting  question  as  to  whether  the  organiser's  services  coidd 
be  made  available  for  a  period  in  Somerset,  so  that  the  propaganda  work 
carried  on  in  that  county  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  might  be  brought 
to  fruition,  since  there  is  no  doubt  that  interest  on  the  part  of  societies  and 
the  people  was  awakened  by  the  efforts  then  made. 

A  further  noteworthy  feature  in  the  Somerset  district  is  the  union  of 
neighbouring  societies  around  Bath  to  become  joint  owners  of  land,  which 
will  provide  their  members  with  farm  produce.  The  Wellington  Society  has 
secured  a  farm  of  60  acres  for  dairy  produce. 

In  July  the  Sectional  Board  constituted  itself  into  an  "  Hours  and  Wages 
Board."  Up  to  that  time  there  had  been  no  demand  for  the  services  of 
such  a  board  in  the  section,  an-d  it  was  thought  that  the  prevailing  conditions 
in  the  South-West  did  not  warrant  the  institution  of  another  body  in  the 
area  for  "  hours  and  wages  "  purposes.  The  Board's  action  has  been  confirmed 
by  a  majority  of  the  societies  in  the  section. 

On  behalf  of  the  Sectional  Board,  congratulations  have  been  extended  to 
the  Plymouth  Society's  Educational  Committee  on  the  position  taken  by 
Plymouth  students  in  the  Co-operative  Union  examinations  in  1917.  The 
Summer  School,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Co-operative  Union  and  the 
Plymouth  Society,  held  at  Whympstone  Hall  in  September,  and  the  week-end 
school  held  during  the  previous  Eastertide  were  both  very  successful  and 
much  appreciated. 

Sectional  conferences  have  been  held  at  (1)  Plymouth,  20th  October,  1917, 
when  "Educational  Reconstruction"  was  discussed,  and  (2)  at  Exeter,  on 
16th  February,  1918,  when  "  National  Rationing  of  Food  "  was  the  subject 
under  consideration.  At  the  various  district  conferences  other  matters  of 
general  co-operative  importance  have  been  debated. 

The  members  of  Parliament  representing  the  constituencies  in  the  section 
have  been  approached  as  to  their  attitude  on  the  Excess  Profits  Tax.  Their 
replies  are  regarded  by  the  Board  as,  on  the  whole,  very  unsatisfactory. 

The  subject  of  representation  on  national  and  local  assemblies  has  occupied 
much  thought,  and  ha^  been  prominent  throughout  the  year.  Most  societies 
in  the  section  have  accepted  the  principle  of  direct  representation,  and  to 
stimulate  action  constituency  meetings  are  being  held,  and,  wlierever  possible, 
local  councils  are  being  formed.  A  notable  instance  of  such  activity  in  this 
connection  is  seen  among  the  societies  in  the  Torbay  area.  Members  of  the 
Board  and  of  local  trades  covmcils  are  working  together  for  a  better  under- 
standing between  the  democratic  organisations  in  the  section,  and  have  also 
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joined  in  meetings  of  protest  against  the  action  of  local  bodies  who,  in  the 
selection  of  food  control  conmiittees,  have  ignored,  and  are  ignoring,  the 
co-operative  movement. 

In  regard  to  some  of  the  agricultural  and  kindred  societies  which  have 
been  formed  in  this  section  during  the  last  twelve  months,  the  Board  regrets 
that  local  societies  have  not  been  consulted,  since  competition  and  overlapping 
seem  likely  to  result. 

In  the  section  as  a  whole  a  good  spirit  is  finding  expression,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  future  is  distinctly  encouraging. 

W.    H.   Watkins,   Chairman. 
RoBT.  Pearcb,  Secretary. 


REPORTS  OF  THE   DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS, 


No.  1. — Bristol  and  Somerset. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  H.  Westbury  (president). 

„     J.  Marks,  J.P.  (treasurer). 

„     C.  A.  Connolly  (secretary). 

„    F.  Mills,  Bristol. 

„     W.  Merrick,  Bristol. 
Mrs.  Treble,  Bristol. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Plummer,  Bridgwater. 

„     W.  C.  Lock,  Bruton. 

„     T.  W,  Hill,  Bristol  Printers 

„     W.  Plummer,  Coleford. 

„     F.  Ackland,  Frome. 

„     H.  G.  Hooper,  Frampton. 

,,     G.  Brown,  Oakhill. 

„  W.  Gillingham,  Portishead, 
Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  Radstock. 
Mr.  G.  Bryant,  Radstock. 

„     T.  Barter,  Radstock. 

„     W.  J.  Hodges,  Taunton. 

„    G.  Rex,  Taunton. 


Mr.  C.  Maynard,  Templecombe. 
„     R.  G.  Naish,  Twerton. 
„     C.  Powell,  Twerton. 
„    A.  V.  Treasure,  Weston. 
Mrs.  Pierce,  Yeovil. 
Mr.  T.  Foyle,  Yeovil. 
,,     W.  B.  Slade,  Bristol  Educational. 
„     H.  E.  Hawkins,  Bridgwater  Educ'l. 
„     W.  Brown,  Weston  Educational. 
„     E.  G.  Haskins,  Twerton  Educat'n'l 
Mrs.  Joy,  Bristol  Guilds. 
„     Hunt,  Bristol  Guilds. 
„    Crease,  Bristol  Guilds. 
„     Greenland,  Bristol  Guilds. 
„     Britton,  Bristol  Guilds. 
„     Squire,  Bridgwater  Guild. 
„     Bacon,  Weston  Guild. 
,,    Hulse,  Twerton  Guild. 


„    Duckworth,  Yeovil  Guild. 

Sub- executive  Committee:  Messrs.  H.  Westbury  (president).  A..  V.  Treasure 
(treasurer),  C.  A.  Connolly  (secretary),  C.  E.  Betty,  R.  G.  Naish,  W.  J. 
Petherick,  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay,  and  A.  H.  Stroud. 

Sectional  Board  Representative :  Mrs.  Found. 

Representative  on  S.W.E.A. :  Mr.  W.  Brown. 

In  this  the  fourth  year  of  practically  universal  war,  your  committee  feel 
that  any  attempt  to  draw  definite  conclusions  from  the  statistics  given  below 
might  prove  very  misleading,  if  not  absolutely  futile. 
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The  enhanced  price  of  goods,  Government  restrictions  and  control,  and 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies,  &c.,  are  all  factors  which  detract  from 
the  value  of  the  figures  for  comparative  purposes,  and  we  therefore  give  them 
without  comment. 


Members. 

1916....  51,610 
1915....   47,788 


Capital. 

£ 
429,210 

380,400 


Profits. 

£ 
113,797 
105,373 


Sales. 

£ 

1,177,464 

1,017,871 


Reserves, 

£ 
.  32,139 
.  29,928 


Increase 


Education. 

£ 
.   1,164 

.   1,034 
130 


3,822  48,810  8,124  160,093  2,211 

There  has  been  no  general  demand  for  the  services  of  the  association 
during  the  year,  as  in  some  instances  committees  and  officials  feel  that  with 
scarcity  of  labour  and  goods  they  have  as  much  as  they  can  do  to  meet  the 
ordinary  influx  of  members. 

The  usual  number  of  conferences  and  committee  meetings  have  been  held, 
at  which  many  interesting  matters  were  considered.  The  first  conference 
was  held  in  January,  at  Bristol,  when  the  report  and  balance  sheet  were 
dealt  with  and  officers  elected. 

At  Taunton,  in  April,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woods  opened  a  discussion  on  the 
"Co-operative  Control  of  Raw  Materials  and  Prices,"  dealing  with  the 
question  from  a  broad  and  comprehensive  point  of  view.  Mr.  Woods'  address 
was  both  instructive  and  stimulating. 

The  July  meeting,  held  at  Twerton,  discussed  a  very  tlioughtful  paper, 
prepared  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Naish  and  introduced  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Haskins;  while 
the  October  conference  received  the  reports  of  the  delegates  to  the  Women's 
Guild  and  Swansea  Congresses,  after  which  Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant  (Western 
Section)  gave  a  careful  resume  of  the  Survey  Committee's  report. 

In  spite  of  restricted  train  services  all  our  meetings  were  largely  attended, 
but  it  will  be  noted  that  the  increased  fares  has  meant  an  additional  cost  of 
over  £25. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts. 

To  Balance  brought  forward 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies  . . 

,,  Educational  Committees 

,,  Women's  Guilds 

„  Trade  Dividend 

,,  Joint  Propaganda  Committee  . 

,,  Co-operative  Union 

,,  Bank  Interest    


£  s.  d. 
.  65  0  a 
.124  5  1 
.660 
.  6  15  0 
.  0  1  1| 
.  20  0  0 
.  SO  16  10 
.    0    S    8 


CarrUd  forward 268    7    6  J 


Expenditvire.  £    s.   d, 

By  Conferences — 

Bristol 15  18    3 

Taunton  28  15    2} 

Twerton 18  11    9i 

Weston  20  14    0 

„  Delegations— 

Templecombe  (8) £1    2    1 

Coombe  Down  1    7    0 

Taunton  0  19    IJ 

Bridgwater 0  11    0 

Torquay   0  19    8 

Bradford-on-Avon    ..079 

Bristol  0    6    6 

Twerton   1    1    8 

OvemightExpenB's(2)    0  12    0 

7    6    4J 

„  Delegate  to  Guild  Congress 8    5    4 

„  Grant  to         „  „  8    3    0 

,,  Grant    to    Weston    re    National 

Emergency  Conference   8    8    0 


Carried  forward  100  11  Hi 


Beports  of  South-Wkstern  Section  and  Districts 


541 


Brought  forward. 


£    a.  d. 
253    7    5i 


Audited — 

W.  H.  Mkbrick, 
C.  Powell. 


Je253    7 


£    s.d. 

By  Brought  forward     100  11  llj 

„  Delegate  to  ditto 4    2    0 

,,  Special  Propaganda    6    9  10 

„  Taunton  Education  Committee.  .110 

„  8.W.E.A.  Expenses    2  19  llj 

„  Refund  -  Stoke  Society 0    6    0 

„  Delegate — Swansea  Congress  ....    3  13  10 

,,  Secretary's  Remuneration   5    0    0 

,,  Treasurer's  ,,  2    0    0 

,,  Printing,  Posting,  and  Carriage..    8  11    2 

„  Cost  of  Audit 1  13    5 

„  Cheque  Book 0    4    2 

,,  Sub-executive  Expenses 30  16  10 

„  Cash  in  Bank 82  16    2 

„  Cash  in  band 3    1    IJ 


7    5i 


C.  A.  Connolly,  Secretary. 


No,  2. — Devon, 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  E.  R.  S.  Mundy  (chairman),  Exeter, 
,,    E.  Truscott  (secretary),  Plymouth. 
„    H.  S.  Glanfield  (treasurer),  Newton 

Abbot. 
„    M.  Hoars,  Buckfastleigh, 


Mr.  T.  Dunn,  Exmouth. 
„    J,  Marks,  Plymouth. 
,,    W.  E.  Saunders,  J. P.,  Southmolten. 
,,    F.  E.  Willis,  Torquay. 
„    W.  T.  Leaman,  Teignmouth. 


Sectional  Board  Representative  :  Rev.  G.  A,  Ramsey. 

Representative  of  the  South- Western  Educational  Association  : 
Mr.  P.  E.  Willis. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  the  committee  presents  the  thirtieth  annual  report 
and  statement  of  the  Conference  Association.  The  year  under  review  has 
been  one  of  strenuous  activity,  and  the  results  achieved  will,  no  doubt,  be 
more  apparent  in  the  years  to  come.. 

Acting  on  the  decision  of  the  annual  meeting,  held  at  Newton  Abbot  in 
March  last,  we  have  launched  out  on  very  definite  lines  upon  the  question 
of  propaganda,  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Association  have 
now  a  full-time  propagandist  assisting  the  committee  in  carrying  out  the 
desirable  object  of  developing  and  consolidating  the  co-operative  movement 
in  the  county  of  Devon. 

In  response  to  inquiries  for  information,  the  position  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  as  follows  : — 

Retail 
Distribute  Societies.         Members,  Sales.  Share  Capital.  Reserves. 

30  82,957     £1,993,773      £764,648     £112,859 


542 


Reports  of  SotrTH-WESTEKN  Section  and  Districts. 


Five  conferences  have  been  held  during  the  year  as  \inder  :- 


Date. 


Where  held. 


Subject  Discussed. 


Introduced  by 


1917. 
17th  March 
28th  April. . 
16th  June  . . 


Newton  Abbot 
Torquay  . . . 
Exeter 


15th  September, 
15th  December.. 


Teignmouth  . 
Plymouth  ... 


Annual  Report ....  7 

Income  Tax 

Direct  Co-operative  Representation  in 

Parliament. 
Propagandists  and  Propaganda 


A  National  Co-operative  Policy  and  a 
National  Co-operative  Programme 
for  the  Congress  year,  1917-18. 


District  Secretary. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins. 
Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay. 

Mr.  Geo.  E.  Griffiths, 
District  Organiser. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Mercer. 


Limitation  of  space  will  only  allow  a  paseing  word  in  connection  with 
the  quarterly  conferences.  We  rejoice,  however,  at  their  continued  success. 
The  papers  prepared  and  read  to  the  meetings,  the  discussions  of  the  subjects 
by  the  delegates,  and  the  increasing  interest  taken  in  these  gatherings,  give 
your  committee  every  satisfaction,  and  we  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing 
our  thanks  to  the  various  societies  for  the  arrangements  made  to  entertain 
the  Association. 

Direct  Parliamentary  Rejnesentation. — This  most  important  question  has 
been  exercising  the  minds  of  the  leaders  of  the  movement  for  many  years, 
and  at  the  Swansea  Congress  a  very  definite  step  was  taken  to  put  this  most 
desirable  ideal  into  practical  shape.  It  is  hoped  that  every  society  in  the 
county  will  give  this  question  their  most  serious  attention,  and  in  conjunction 
with  all  other  progressive  forces  develop  a  new  spirit  of  citizenship.  Steps 
have  been  taken  to  form  committees  in  the  various  constituencies  in  the 
county.  At  Plymouth,  Newton  Abbot,  Exeter,  and  Torquay  very  valuable 
work  has  been  done,  and  at  present  a  vigorous  campaign  is  being  carried  on 
in  these  districts.  It  is  suggested  that  the  District  Committee  should  be 
authorised  to  act  as  a  Direct  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  to  help 
forward  this  work  throughout  the  county  of  Devon. 

Public  Meetings. — The  number  of  meetings  attended  by  the  committee 
have  not  been  so  large  as  in  former  years.  We  have,  however,  rendered 
assistance  to  several  societies  during  the  year,  and  good  meetings  have  taken 
place.  In  addition  we  have  had  interviews  with  several  committees  and 
rendered  help  in  varioiis  directions. 

Amalgamation  and  Consolidation  of  Societies  in  t)he  District. — This  matter 
has  received  the  most  careful  attention  of  your  committee  during  the  past 
year,  and  a  sub-committee  in  conjunction  with  the  Sectional  Board  has 
formulated  a  scheme  to  present  to  societies.  It  is  imperative  that  there  should 
be  a  linking-up  of  societies  in  the  near  future. 

The  limited  space  at  disposal  renders  impossible  anything  more  than  a 
sumimarised  Eiccount  of  the  organising  and  propaganda  work  carried  out 
during  the  months  under  review,  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  following  particulars 
will  convey  a  sufficiently  accurate  impression  of  the  main  features  of  our 
activities  : — 

Societies  Visited. — Teignmouth,  Exeter  (Ottery  St.  Mary),  Oullompton, 
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Exeter  (Topsham),  Newton  Abbot,  Cullompton,  Teignmouth,  Plympton,  and 
Ilfracombe. 

Meetings. — Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  branch  ofl  the  work  may  be 
gathered  from  the  fact  that  upwards  of  seventy  meetings  have  been  dealt 
with — an  average  of  three  per  week. 

The  public  meetings  were  uniformly  successful,  and  their  influence  was 
far-reaching ;  they  stimulated  educational  work,  including  the  formation  of 
several  branches  of  the  Women's  Guild,  contributed  materially  towards 
popularising  the  societies,  aroused  enthusiasm  amongst  the  members,  widened 
the  movement's  circle  of  friends,  and  gave  publicity  to  co-operative  dissatis- 
faction with  the  constitution  of  food  control  committees,  &c.  Also,  the 
newspaper  press  gave  very  fair  prominence  to  our  reports,  thus  further 
enhancing  the  value  of  meetings  from  a  propaganda  standpoint. 

Canvassing. — This  branch  of  the  work  has  naturally  been  hampered  by 
the  somewhat  widely  prevalent  view  that  it  is  scarcely  desirable  to  add  to 
co-operative  membership  in  these  days  of  food  stringency.  Opinion,  however, 
is  divided  on  this  question,  and  those  who  do  not  take  the  conservative  view 
have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  they  are  in  line  with  the  influential 
thought  of  the  movement,  and  certainly  with  the  highest  co-operative 
principles. 

Co-operative  Guilds. — The  new  branches  of  the  Women's  Co-operative 
Guild  established  since  the  organiser  took  up  duties  are  six  in  number,  viz.  : 
Teignmouth,  Dawlish,  Topsham,  Kingsteignton,  Plympton,  and  Ilfracombe. 
In  recognition  of  our  help  in  this  direction,  a  resolution  of  appreciation  and 
thanks  for  services  rendered  in  helping  to  organise  the  women  in  the  section 
was  pa.ssed  at  the  women's  guild  sectional  conference,  held  at  Teignmouth  on 
4th  December.  The  extension  of  the  guild  movement  and  the  foundation 
of  new  gmlds  is,  too,  an  essential  first  step  towards  the  effective  extension 
of  educational  woi'k  amongst  the  children.  Women's  guilds,  for  instance, 
wouild  seem  to  be  the  medium  for  the  establishment  of  children's  circles, 
junior  classes,  choirs,  and  the  like — at  any  rate  as  affecting  small  societies. 

Trade-unionism  and  Co-operation. — We  are  endeavouring  to  remove  many 
prejudices  and  inexactitudes  still  current  in  some  trade  union  quarters  with 
regard  to  the  co-operative  movement.  The  work  done  lin  this  field  has  in 
some  degree  contributed  towards  the  desired  end.  It  will  be  agreed  that 
in  view  of  the  active  joint  Parliamentary  representation  campaign  in  contem- 
plation, a  good  understanding  should  prevail  between  the  district  association 
and  the  trade  union  movement,  and  nothing  but  good  can  accrue  from  each 
movement's  efforts  to  understand  the  methods  and  ideals  of  the  other. 

Literature. — The  sale  of  the  Co-operative  News  has  been  steadily  pushed, 
and  considerable  quantities  of  "  Our  Story"  and  "Co-operation  for  All"  have 
been  sold,  together  with  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the  National  Emergency 
Conference  Report,  and  other  topical  publications.  Large  quantities  of  free 
literature  have  also  been  distributed,  with  good  propaganda  resvdts.  We 
are  indebted  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Limited  for  supplies  of 
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"  Our  Fields,  Factories,  and  Workshops,"  and  the  leaflet  on  "  Co-operative 
Banking."  Our  best  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited 
for  meeting  the  needs  of  societies  with  donations  of  leaflets,  as  well  as 
promptly  executing  under  great  difliculties  the  numerous  orders  for  printing 
and  parcels  of  literature. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 

a 


Receipts.  £ 

To  Balance  in  hand  and  bank  81st 

December,  1916  154  0  8 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies 257  9  5 

„  Co-operative  Union 40  5  7 

„  Bank  Interest  and  Dividend 4  0  7 


Auditor— 

C.  W.  Uglow. 


£ir,5  16    3 


£    s.  d. 


Expenditure. 
By  Conferences  at — 

Newton  Abbot 23    0  11 

Torquay  24    4    7 

Exeter    26    8    3 

Teignmouth 22    0  10 

Plymouth  83    9    4 

„  Committee  Meetings 68    3    3 

,,  Propaganda   39  15    2 

„  Hire  of  Hall— Budleigh  Salterton    0  10    0 

Newton  Abbot 0  12    0 

„  Candidates  for  Organiser*  Advt9.  15    8    7 
„  Grants  to — 

Cornwall  Conference  Assoc.  ..500 
"Women's  Guild  (Sec.  Assoc.)..    6    6    0 
„             ,,      (Torquay  Con- 
gress)       5    0    0 

S.-W.  Educational  Association    2    2    0 

Secretary   7    7    0 

Treasurer 4    4    0 

,,  Congress  and    Emergency  Con- 
ference     10    4    0 

„  Postages, Printing.Stationery,  &c.    5  19  10 

„  Bank  Commission 0    5    9 

„  Salary  and  Expenses — 

District  Organiser .  .£188  12    0 
Less  Expenses  —  Rail- 
way Fare  &  Removal    24    2    2 

114    9  10 

„   Cash  in  Bank    43    7    6 

„        „        Hand   2  17    5 


£455  16    3 


E.    Truscott,   Secretary. 


No.  3. — CoBNWArji. 


Executive  Committee. 
Mr.  J.  Laundry  (chairman),  Menheniot. 
„    A.    E.    Trenwith    (vice-chairman), 

Penzance. 
„    J.  R.  Toms  (secretary),  Liskeard. 
„    A.'  Davey  (treasurer),  Pensilva. 

Representative  of  the  Sectional  Board 


Mr.  W.  J.  Lapthorn,  Plymouth. 

„    R.  Pearce,  Delabole. 
-  „     W.  Wilkinson,  St.  Austell. 

„     W.  J.  Jose,  Lostwithiel. 


Mr.  J.  T.  Davis. 


Four  conferences  of  the  association  have  been  held  during  the  year,  and 
these  have  been  well  attended. 

The  first  conference  was  held  at  Bodmin,  on  24th  March,  1917,  and  this 
being  the  annual  meeting,  the  president  (Mr.  Laundry)  took  the  chair.  The 
annual  report  to  Congress  was  presented  by  the  secretary,  and  a  good  dis- 
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cussion  followed,  which  mainly  centred  on  fusion  of  forces,  amalgamation, 
and  consolidation  of  existing  societies.  The  system  of  grouping  societies 
for  the  above  purpose  was  heartily  approved,  and  it  was  generally  agreed 
that  Cornwall  had  taken  a  very  progressive  step.  The  report  was  adopted 
unanimously  and  the  Executive  congratulated  on  their  forward  policy.  The 
Saltash  and  Falmouth  societies  were  admitted  to  membership.  Gratifying 
reports  were  received  from  delegates  representing  the  various  societies,  nearly 
all  showing  a  substantial  increase  in  trade  and  membership.  The  burning 
question  of  excess  profits  was  raised  and  the  following  resolution  unanimously 
adopted  : — "  That  this  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  Cornwall  District  Associa 
tion  express  their  appreciation  and  thanks  to  the  Plymouth  Co-operative 
Society  for  the  strong  action  they  have  taken  in  relation  to  the  question  of 
excess  profits,  and  trust  they  will  still  pursue  the  action  they  have  taken  up, 
believing,  as  we  do,  that  they  are  fighting  the  cause  of  the  whole  movement." 
There  were  ten  nominations  for  the  Executive,  and  the  scrutineers  declared 
the  following  to  be  duly  elected  : — Messrs.  W.  J.  Lapthorn  (Plymouth), 
A.  Davey  (Pensilva),  W.  J.  Jose  (Lostwithiel),  J.  Laundry  (Menheniot),  R. 
Pearce  (Delabole),  J.  R.  Toms  (Liskeard),  A.  E.  Trenwith  (Penzance),  and 
W.  Wilkinson  (St.  Austell). 

The  second  conference  was  held  at  Pensilva.  Messrs.  Harris  and  Davey 
gave  the  delegates  a  hearty  welcome.  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South- Western 
Section)  introduced  the  subject  of  "  Co-operation  in  Cornwall,"  and  dealt 
with  the  question  extensively,  which  was  followed  by  the  delegates  very 
keenly.  Mr.  Watkins  reminded  the  delegates  of  the  fact  that  close  on  fifty 
years  ago  there  were  co-operative  societies  existing  in  nearly  every  village 
around  the  Caradon  Hills.  It  was  decided  that  the  South-Western  Sectional 
Board  be  asked  to  tabulate  the  facts  and  figures  presented  by  Mr.  Watkins, 
so  that  they  could  be  issued  to  the  Cornish  societies  in  the  form  of  a  leaflet. 

The  third  conference  was  held  at  Plymouth,  jointly  with  the  Sectional 
Board,  the  Devon  District  Association,  and  the  South-Western  Educational 
Association.  Mr.  Davis  (South-Western  Sectional  Board)  presided,  and  the 
Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  incroduced  the  subject  of  "  Co-operative  Educational 
Reconstruction."  Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  dealt  with  the  Survey  Committee's 
Report.      A  good  discussion  followed. 

The  fourth  conference  was  held  at  Liskeard  on  8th  December,  1917. 
Mr.  F.  Williams,  C.C.  (treasurer),  of  the  local  society,  took  the  chair  and 
gave  the  delegates  a  hearty  welcome  to  Liskeard. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Davis,  in  a  very  able  address,  introduced  the  subject  of  "  The 
Necessity  of  Political  Representation  and  Its  Application  to  Cornwall,"  and 
a  good  discussion  followed,  the  opinions  given  being  many  and  varied  as  to 
the  best  method  to  adopt.      The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

That  this  meeting  heartily  approves  the  principle  of  political  action 
and  requests  the  Executive  to  call  constituency  conferences  to 
give  effect  thereto. 

At  the  tea  table  a  collection  waa  made  on  behalf  of  the  local  hospital. 

_ 
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The  Executive  has  held  eleven  meetings  during  the  year,  in  which  much 
routine  work  has  been  done. 

Our  efforts  in  propaganda  work  this  year  have  been  somewhat  restricted 
owing  to  the  limited  railway  facilities,  but  meetings  have  been  held  in 
various  places.  At  Penzance  and  Hayle  the  results  have  been  very  satis 
factory. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  at  Redruth  and  the  Camborne  Society  was 
approached  with  the  idea  of  starting  a  branch  at  Redruth,  but  nothing 
definite  has  been  decided.  There  is,  however,  good  ground  in  that  direction 
for  more  propaganda  work,  and  it  is. hoped,  with  the  united  efforts  of  the 
section  and  district,  to  again  move  in  that  district. 

Other  meetings  have  been  held  at  St.  Austell,  Bugle,  Lostwithiel,  Darite, 
and  St.  Blazey.  No  new  society  or  branch  has  been  started  in  the  county 
during  the  year,  our  efforts  being  concentrated  mainly  on  the  consolidation 
of  the  existing  societies,  and  we  are  pleased  to  know  that  our  efforts  have  not 
been  in  vain,  for  in  Group  A  an  amalgamation  has  been  effected  between  the 
Darite  Society  and  the  Liskeard  St.  Cleer  and  District  Society,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  other  societies  will  see  the  benefit  of  this  move  and  fall  into  line. 
The  Lostwithiel  Society  is  still  progressing  and  has  just  completed  the 
purchase  of  a  very  commodious  block  of  buildings  suitable  for  future 
developments. 

Endeavours  have  been  made  to  bring  the  societies  in  Group  2  together  for 
the  purpose  of  united  efforts  in  production,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long 
something  definite  may  be  determined. 

At  the  request  of  societies  the  question  of  representatives  on  the  various 
Food  Control  Committees  was  considered,  and  the  following  resolution  was 
drafted  and  forwarded  to  about  twenty  Borough  and  District  Councils  : — 
That   this   Executive,    representing   over    50,000   working-class   con- 
sumers, emphatically  protests  against  the  inadequate  representa- 
tion given  to  co-operative  societies  upon  the  various  Food  Control 
Committees   set   up   in   the   county,    and   calls  upon   the  proper 
authorities  to  reconstitute  these  committees  in  accordance  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  Lord  Rhondda's  instructions. 
Favourable  replies  were  received  from  a  few  of  the  councils,  but  others 
resented  our  interference. 

Owing  to  the  continuation  of  the  world  war,  with  all  its  attendant  evils, 
the  past  year  has  been  one  of  extreme  difficulty  and  anxiety  to  our  movement, 
but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  sound  and 
healthy  condition  of  the  societies  in  the  district.  Sales  and  membership 
have  increased  generally,  but  the  rate  of  profit  has  fallen.  This  will,  how- 
ever, demonstrate  to  the  public  that  the  co-operative  societies  are  not 
profiteers. 

In  closing  our  report  we  wish  to  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  those 
societies  entertaining  the  conferences,  and  all  who  have  endeavoured  to  make 
those  meetings  a  success. 
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The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Receipts.                         £  s.  d. 

To  Balance  from  last  Account 45  .5  10 

,,  Societies' Subscriptions 62  5    1 

,,  Devon  District  Association 5  0    0 

„  South-Western  Section 52  7    9 


£164  18    8 


Expenditure.  £    s.  d- 

By  Conferences— 

Bodmin  10  13  7 

Pensilva H  10  3 

Plymouth   10  12  3 

Liskeard 6  10  10 

„  Executive  Meetings 64  13  5 

„  Delegations 9  17  6 

,,  Propaganda    12    7  9 

„  Printing  4    3  7 

,,  Postage  and  Stationery 2  12  6 

„  Secretary  3    3  0 

„  Treasurer    2    2  0 

„  Cash  in  hand 26  12  0 


Audited — 

J.  Pryor,  p. A. 


£164  18 
J.  R.  Toms,  Secretary. 


SOUTH-WESTERN  SECTION  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 

Executive  Committee. 
Mr.  R.  G.  Naish  (chairman),  Twerton.    Mrs.  Berryman,  Exeter. 
,,    H.  V.  Grassby  (hon.  treas.),  Exeter.  |      „  *  S.  Burman,  Bristol. 
„   W.  White  (hon.  secretary),  Torquay.    Mr.  R.  Stephens,  Bovey  Tracey. 
„   T.  Harwood,  Plymouth.  i    „   J.  Burleigh,  Bristol. 

Representative  of  the  Sectional  Board :  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay. 

Representative  of  the  Devon  Conference  Association  :  Mr.  P.  E,  Willis. 

Representative  of  the  Bristol  and  Somerset  Conference  Association : 
Mr.  W.  Brown. 

Educational  work  in  the  section  is  carried  on  under  great  difficulties, 
yet  it  is  noticeable  in  many  districts  the  usual  standard  is  maintained.  A 
summer  school  was  very  successful  under  the  auspices  of  the  Plymouth 
Education  Committee. 

The  January  conference  at  Bristol  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Rae. 

The  April  conference  at  Exeter  by  Mr.  E.  R.  S.  Mundy. 

The  annual  meeting  at  Torquay  was  largely  attended. 

The  October  conference  was  a  joint  one  with  the  Sectional  Board,  when 
Mr.  Watkins  and  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  opened  a  discussion  on  "  The 
Survey  Report"  and  "Educational  Reconstruction."  At  all  the  conferences 
the  discussion  which  followed  the  respective  openers  was  of  an  intelligent 
and  educative  character.  The  reduced  financial  income  of  about  £45  restricts 
the  work  of  the  association.  In  addition  to  children's  and  adult  classes  in 
many  districts  in  the  section,  a  women's  co-operators'  class  was  held  at 
Torquay. 

W.  White,  Hon.  Secretary. 
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SOUTH-WESTERN  SECTION  CO-OPERATIVE  CONVALESCENT  FUND. 


Committee. 


Mr, 


H.  Wilkins  (chairman),  C.W.S. 
A.  Bullock  (secretary),  Bristol. 
J.  White  (auditor). 
Ackland,  Frome. 
R.  Andrews,  Newton  Abbot, 
W.  Brown,  Weston-super-Mare. 
Mrs.  M.  Found,  Bristol. 


Mr.  C.  Powell,  Twerton-on-Avon. 
E.  R.  S.  Mundy,  Exeter. 
G.  Grist,  Radstock. 
H.  Westbury,  Bridgwater. 
W.  White,  Torquay. 
C.  White.  Plymouth. 


We  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  and  approval  the 
fourth  annual  report  and  statement  of  accounts  for  the  period  ended  31st 
December,  1917. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Exeter  in  February,  when  the  usual 
business  was  transacted  and  the  committee  appointed. 

Membership. — It  has  been  our  pleasure  during  the  year  to  admit  to 
membership  the  following  societies  : — Wells,  Plymouth  Printers,  Lostwithiel, 
and  Camborne.  Two  societies,  Axminster  and  Yeovil,  have  lapsed,  but  we 
trust  each  will  make  good  in  the  new  year.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the 
work  of  the  fund  is  gradually  becoming  better  known,  and  we  feel  sure  that 
if  those  who  are  outside  our  ranks  would  give  the  matter  the  serious  attention 
it  deserves  all  would  be  with  us  to  help  carry  on  the  good  work  in  which 
we  are  engaged  j  of  this  we  are  sure,  that  the  moral  influence  exerted  in 
societies  by  means  of  this  fund  is  all  to  the  good,  and  those  societies  which 
make  the  fund  well-known  receive  the  most  benefit. 

Finance. — The  income  this  year  again  shows  an  increase  on  past  years. 
It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  societies  that  pay  according  to  rule,  i.e.,  on 
membership,  are  automatically  increasing  their  contributions  as  the  societies 
grow,  and  other  societies  have  generously  added  to  former  contributions. 
We  have  received  in  contributions  from  societies,  including  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society's  and  Employees'  Funds,  a  total  of  £267.  4s.,  as  against 
£229.  13s.  6d.  last  year,  an  increase  of  £37.  10s.  7d. ;  patients'  payments 
towards  their  expenses  amount  to  £5.  19s.,  and  refunds  £2.  lis. 

Cases.- — Through  the  year  we  have  had  to  deal  with  101  cases,  and  have 
granted  various  amounts,  according  to  circumstances,  to  100,  the  total  cost 
being  £205.  lis.  lOd.,  an  average  of  about  41s.  per  case,  an  increased  average 
(due  to  extra  cost  in  living)  of  4s.  per  case  over  last  year. 

The  benefits  have  been  received  by  48  men,  49  women,  and  5  children. 
55  cases  have  come  under  seal©  A,  1  under  scale  B,  1  under  scale  C,  and 
63  imder  scale  D ;  in  all  390  weeks'  benefits  have  been  granted. 

The  complaints  from  which  patients  suffer  aref  many  and  varied. 

In  concluding  this  report,  we  desire  to  tender  our  best  thanks  to  those 
societies  which  have  so  kindly  placed  rooms  at  our  disposal  in  which  to 
transact  business,  and  for  hospitality  extended  to  us  on  all  occasions  of  our 
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meeting,  and  who  by  such  action  are  keeping  alive  the  fraternal  spirit  which 
is  the  very  essence  of  our  movement. 

Statement  of  Accounts  for  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1917. 


Income.                         £    s.  d. 

To  Balance  in  Bank,  3Ist  Dec,  1916  72  13  0 

,,   hand,         ,,           „        0  15  6 

Contribution  from  Societies    232  16  0 

„     C.W.8 26    5  0 

Bristol  and  Brislington    C.W.S. 

Employes 5    0  0 

Bristol  Society  Employes 3    8  0 

Contributions  from  patients   5  19  0 

Refunds-Cases  248,  288  2  11  0 

Bank  Dividend 0  18  6 

„     Interest  3  16  8 


f 353  17    8 


Expenditure.  £    s.   d. 

By  Grants  to  Cases   205  11  10 

,,  Royal  Mineral  Water  Hospital  ..300 

,,  Printing  and  Stationery 4    5    0 

„  Travelling 4  10    6 

,,  General  Postages    8  18    8 

,,  Secretary's  Honorarium   15    0    0 

,,  Bank  charges    0    2    7 

,,  Balance  in  Bank 116  12    1 

„         „        „  hand  0  17    0 


JE353  17    8 


Bank  Deposit  Account. 


£   s.  d. 

On  Deposit,  Slst  December,  1916 545    6  11 

Interest,  1916 24  14    6 


JE570    1    5 


£    s.  d. 

On  Deposit,  31st  December,  1917 5'.0    1    5 

Audited — 
J.  White. 


£570    1    5 


H.    J.    A.    WiLKiNS,   Chairman. 
Albert  Bullock,   Secretary. 
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Ten   meetings   of  the  Board   have   been  held  since   last   Congress.      The 
attendances  of  naembers  are  as  follows : — 

Present.        Absent. 

Mr.  R.  R.  Ohappell 9     ....     Jl 

Mr.  J.  P.  Davies 10 

Mr.  D.  Evans  9 

Mr.  D.  Williams 10 

Mr.  J.  R.  Davies *3 

Mr.  W.  H.  Bryant    10 

Mr.  H.  Watkins t5 

•  Siok,  t  New  Member.  {  District  Conference. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  at  the  first  meeting  : — 

Chairman  :  Mr.  R.  R.  Chappell.  Treasurer  :  Mr.  D.  Evans, 

Secretary :  Mr.  Bryant. 
Representatives  to  the — 

United  Board Mr,  R.  R.  Chappell. 

Central  Education  Committee    . . . .- Mr.  J.  P.  Davies. 

District  Associations'  Executives — 

Olouceater  and  Hereford Mr.  Bryant. 

Monmouth,  Brecon,  and  East  Glamorgan Mr.  Evans. 

West  Wales  " Mr,  D.  Williams. 

Mid-Glamorgan Mr.  J.  R.  Davies. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  general  trend  with  our  societies 
throughout  the  section  has  been  one  of  progress  and  increase,  held  back 
by  only  one  reason — the  ever-growing  scarcity  of  supplies.  Many  meetings 
of  societies,  conferences,  and  the  Managers'  Association  have  been  held,  and 
all  with  one  accord  asking  the  Government  to  institute  a  national  rationing 
scheme  for  all  the  essential  articles.  We  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that 
were  it  not  for  the  secret  opposition  of  vested  interests  the  matter  would 
have  been  decided  on  lines  of  equity  long  ago. 

We  held  our  usual  joint  meeting  with  the  four  district  associations  on 
23rd  July,  and  discussed  the  work  for  the  current  year,  again  asking  each 
district  to  pay  as  much  attention  as  possible  to  the  question  of  education, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  hear  of  several  education  committees  being  set  up  in  the 
various  districts. 
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Swansea  Congress. — Since  our  last  report  the  section  has  had  the  honour 
of  entertaining  Congress,  and  we  venture  to  express  the  hope  that  delegates 
returned  therefrom  satisfied  that  the  section  in  general,  and  local  societies 
in  particular,  had  done  their  best  to  make  them  comfortable  during  their 
stay,  ably  seconded  by  the  clerk  of  the  weather.  Under  the  circumstances 
of  wartime,  the  catering  was  admirable,  and  we  are  glad  as  a  section  that 
the  local  arrangements  proved  so  admirably  successful.  Never  have  we  seen 
the  public  meetings  associated  better  attended  or  more  enthusiastic,  and  the 
musical  programmes  provided   were  excellent. 

Of  the  general  tone  of  the  Congress  proceedings  and  the  important 
decisions  arrived  at  it  is  not  necessary  to  speak  here,  as  they  have  since 
formed  the  main  topics  for  the  whole  of  the  co-operative  world. 

Conferences. — During  the  year  two  sectional  conferences  have  been  held. 
The  first  conference  was  held  at  Gloucester  on  the  11th  Auguist,  when  we 
were  favoured  with  the  presence  of  Professor  Hall,  who  gave  an  address 
on  the  "  Extended  Programme  of  Co-operative  Education."  The  attendance 
was  good,  and  included,  besides  the  delegates  from  societies,  a  number  of 
the  students  from  the  summer  school,  which  was  then  in^ession  at  Bradley 
Court.  The  discussion  was  well  maintained,  and  great  enthusiasm  on  behalf 
of  the  more  vigorous  propagation  of  the  educational  side  of  our  movement 
was  expressed  by  several  delegates.  Professor  Hall  ably  replied  to  all  points 
raised,  and  was  cordially  thanked  for  his  address. 

The  second  conference  was  held  in  Cardiff,  on  the  subject  of  "  Food 
Rationing,"  when  Mr.  T.  W.  Allen  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  gave  a 
very  full  and  lengthy  resum4  of  the  present  food  position.  Mr.  Allen,  who 
gave  this  address  at  extremely  short  notice,  was  earnestly  thanked  for  his 
able  services,  and  a  resolution  was  carried  unanimously  calling  upon  the 
Government  to  institute  at  once  such  a  system^  of  rationing  of  all  the  essential 
articles  as  would  ensure  an  equitable  distribution. 

The  feeling  expressed  by  Mr.  Allen,  and  endorsed  by  all  present,  was 
that  we  must  demand  the  right  to  supply  our  registered  members,  and  that 
facilities  should  be  accorded  to  those  who  have  been  driven  by  the  failures 
of  supply  in  the  past  to  re-register  with  their  own  society. 

Hours  and  Wages  Board. — Since  our  last  annual  report,  the  above  boaxd 
has  had  a  strenuous  and  anxious  time.  As  it  represented  the  whole  section, 
and  a  demand  for  very  large  increases  of  wages  and  amended  conditions  of 
labour  was  made  by  the  A.U.C.E.  for  the  wholei  of  South  Wales  and  Mon- 
mouthshire, negotiations  were  at  once  sfet  on  foot  to  endeavour  to  arrive  at 
an  amicable  settlement.  Numerous  joint  meetings  were  held  between  the 
Board  and  the  A.U.C.E.  representatives,  and  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board 
strained  every  nerve  to  settle  matters  by  various  offers  and  suggestions. 
Recognising  that  prevailing  conditions  demanded  in  some  cases  substantia] 
advances  of  wages,  many  concessions  were  made  at  the  various  meetings. 
Eventually,  to  the  great  regret  of  the  Board,  the  A.U.C.E.  suddenly 
announced  that  they  must  adhere  to  the  whole  of   their  original   demands. 
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and  requested  that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  National  Conciliation 
Board. 

A  conference  of  the  affiliated  societies  was  immediately  called,  and  the 
whole  matter  placed  before  the  delegates,  who  decided  to  agree  to  the 
proposal. 

The  National  Conciliation  Board  subsequently  met  at  Cardiff,  with  Mr. 
A.  W.  Tyler  as  independent  chairman,  on  22nd  and  23rd  August,  1917,  and 
a^ain  at  Manchester  on  5th  September,  and  the  award  was  signed  on  12th 
September. 

Following  receipt  of  the  award,  much  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  by 
the  societies  concerned,  and  meetings  were  held  at  Cardiff,  attended  by 
Messrs.  Whitehead  and  Blakeborough,  to  discuss  matters.  While  there  was 
a  strong  desire  on  the  part  of  ail  to  honourably  accept  an  award  made  by 
the  body  set  up  by  Congress  to  deal  with  such  matters,  there  was  also  a 
feeling  of  great  soreness  about  some  of  the  clauses — particularly  clause  16, 
which  reads  as  follows  : — "  Wear  Bonus  where  Employees  do  not  Benefit. — 
Any  employee,  male  or  female,  not  benefited  by  this  award,  shall  be  paid  an 
extra  10  per  cent  on  their  present  weekly  wages,  as  war  bonus."  This,  it 
was  claimed  and  showed,  worked  very  hardly  upon  some  of  the  societies  that 
were  already  paying  generous  wages  by  comparison.  Also  the  long  period  of 
retrospective  payment  was  not  felt  to  be  justified. 

One  regrettable  event  in  connection  with  the  matter  was  a  three  days' 
strike  with  the  Swansea  Society,  when  very  high-handed  proceedings  were 
taken  by  the  members  of  the  A.U.C.E.,  branch  managers  locking  up  the 
shops  and  retaining  the  keys,  to  thei  great  inconvenience  of  the  members 
of  the  society. 

Several  societies  have  given  notice  to  withdraw  from  the  Hours  and 
Wages  Board,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  a  further  meeting  is 
being  called  to  determine  the  future  proceedings  as  to  re-election  or  otherwise 
of  the  Board. 

General. — Our  four  district  associations  continue  to  regularly  carry  on 
useful  and  sustained  work,  as  shown  by  the  following  reports  : — 

The  Convalescent  Fund  also  continues  its  career  of  help  and  sympathy 
and  to  strengthen  its  finances. 

Our  thanks  are  due  to  all  who  have  so  kindly  rendered  service  during 
the  past  year. 

R.  R.  Chappell,  Chairman. 

W.  H.  Bryant,  Secretary. 
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REPORTS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  ASSOCIATIONS. 

No.   1. — GliOUCESTER   AND   HEREFORD. 

Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  E.  Jones,  Pillowell. 
„    W.  P.  Pardee,  Kemble. 
,,    H.  R.  Prosser,  Gloucester. 
„    W.  H.  Bryant,  Western  Section. 


Mr.  M.  Perkins  (chairman),  Cinderford. 
„    F.  J.  Hyett  (treasurer;,  Hereford. 
„    R.  R.  Chappell  (sec),  Gloucester. 
„    Wm.  Bullock,  Lydney. 
„    J.  W.  Stephens,  Stroud. 

In  presenting  the  annual  report  for  the  year,  we  regret  that  owing  to 
the  continuance  of  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged  it  has  had  a  most 
detrimental  effect  on  our  efforts  to  carry  an  propaganda  work  as  we  antici- 
pated, but  owing  to  the  shortness  of  commodities  needed  by  the  members 
societies  have  had  troublesome  times,  and  the  difficulty  was  to  persuade 
members  that  committees  were  doing  all  that  was  possible  to  be  done.  Those 
members  who  were  not  loyal  before  the  war  insisted  on  their  rights  to  be 
served  with  a  share  of  the  goods ;  therefore  it  was  thought  advisable  not  to 
have  meetings  until  more  opportune  time  arrived.  We  were  anticipating 
and  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a  series  of  meetings  to  be  addressed 
by  Mrs.  Penny  (Sheffield),  but  we  are  sorry,  owing  to  the  difficulties 
previously  stated,  only  at  Pillowell  and  Hereford  could  arrangements  be 
made.  We  expected  a  good  meeting  at  Cinderford,  but  at  the  time  the 
meeting  was  held  they  were  in  the  throes  of  labour  troubles,  all  the  employees 
being  out  on  strike. 

At  Pillowell  a  splendid  meeting  was  held  at  which  a  crowded  audience 
attended.  We  sent  some  artistes  from  Gloucester  with  Mrs.  Penny  and  Mrs. 
Prosser.  The  report  in  the  public  press  spoke  very  highly  of  the  way  in 
which  Mrs.  Penny  introduced  her  subject,  and  also  of  the  District  Association 
in  bringing  Mrs.   Penny  into  the  Forest  of  Dean. 

At  Hereford  the  meeting  was  not  so  successful  as  at  Pillowell,  but  if  we 
can  arrange  for  Mrs.  Penny  to  again  attend  we  are  of  opinion  that  another 
meeting  will  be  more  successful. 

Our  first  conference  was  on  "  The  Proposed  Taxation  of  Co-operative 
Dividends  and  Excess  War  Profits."  The  discussion  was  good,  but  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  came  in  for  a  lot  of  criticism. 

A  conference  was  held  at  Gloucester,  when  Professor  Hall  introduced 
"  The  Educational  Policy  of  the  Movement"  in  a  most  able  way.  Those  who 
took  part  in  the  discussion  admitted  there  was  great  apathy  from  an 
educational  point  of  view. 

At  the  next  conference  the  subject  of  "  Direct  Representation  of  Co- 
operation in  Parliament "  was  introduced  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Allen  (chairman  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee).  There  was  a  good  attendance,  as  a  general  invita- 
tion had  been  extended  to  all  co-operators  interested  in  the  question.  Mr. 
Allen  spoke  of  the  need  of  co-operators  being  represented  in  Parliament,  and 
also  spoke  of  the  policy  endorsed  at  the  London  conference.     At  the  close  a 
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good  discussion  took  place,  and  many  questions  were  put  to  the  speaker.  Mr. 
Allen's  replies  to  the  discussion  and  questions  were  very  helpful  to  those 
interested  in  ihringing  the  question  before  the  various  quarterly  meetings  of 
societies. 

This  question  of  Parliamentary  Representation  has  been  brought  before 
the  societies,  and  many  of  them  have  decided  to  contribute  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Fund,  but  up  to  the  present  no  local  committees  have  been  formed. 
The  matter  is,  however,  under  consideration,  and  no  doubt  by  the  time 
Congress  is  held  local  councils  will  have  been  formed. 

We  regret  that  Cainscross  Society  haa  withdrawn  from  the  Association. 
It  was  one  that  helped  to  form  the  present  district,  and  we  trust  that  we 
shall  soon  have  it  with  us  again. 

When  the  next  report  is  submitted,  we  hope  the  long-wished-for  peace 
will  have  become  an  accomplished  fact,  and  that  we  shall  be  able  to  press 
forward  the  claims  of  the  movement. 

Owing  to  railway  exigencies,  our  meetings  have  been  held  in  Gloucester, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Gloucester  Society,  to  whom  we  accord  our  hearty 
thanks  for  their  hospitality. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 


Beceipts.  £    s.   d. 

To  Balance    brought   forwaid   from 

1916 34  15    2 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies i'i    3  11 

,,  Co-operative  Union  22    1    3 


Expenditure.  £    s. 

By  Conferences  23  15 

,  Committee  Meetings 15    6 

,  Public  Meetings  13    0 

,  Delegations    8  12 

,  Priiitmg  and  Stationery    2    4 

,  Postages 0  13 

,  Advertisement 0  12 

,  Audit    0    5 

,  Treasurer   1    0 

,  Secretary 2    0 

,  Balance  in  band  31  11 


£99    0    4 


£99    0    4 


R.  R.  Chappell,  Secretary. 


No.  2. — Brecon,  Monmouth,  and  East  Glamorgan. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  W.  Watkins  (chairman),  Ynysybwl. 

Goun.  T.  R.  Pembro,  J.P.  (vice-chair- 
man), Blaina. 

Mr.  J.  Cowling,  J.P.  (treasurer),  New- 
port. 
„    Jno.  R.  Evans  (secretary),  Tredegar. 


Coun.  J.  Llew.  Powell,  Penarth. 
Mr.  S.  Godfrey,  Blaenavon. 

„    T.  H.  Protheroe,  Senghenydd. 

„    Thos.  Lloyd,  Cwmbach. 

„    David   Evans  (Western  Sectional 
Board). 


The  executive  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration 
and  approval  the  report  and  balance  sheet  for  the  year  1917. 

Reports  of  great  progress  are  made  from  practically  all  societies.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  seek  the  reason  for  such  an  expansion.  We  cannot,  without 
blindly  ignoring  the  facts,   dissociate  it  from  the  war,   and  the  conditions 
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brought  about  by  the  war.  The  co-operative  movement  set  its  face 
strenuously  against  profiteering  and  an  unnecessary  inflation  of  prices.  But 
because  it  has  set  up  great  opposition  to  this  great  evil  it  has  been  maliciously 
attacked.  Private  traders  have  had  no  scruples  in  their  malicious  attacks 
upon  us.  Their  agitation  has  met  vrith  a  degree  of  success,  resulting  in  the 
inclusion  of  co-operative  societies  within  the  operation  of  the  excess  profits 
tax.  The  glaring  inconsistency  of  this  imposition  is  so  patent  to  all  as  to 
necessitate  no  defence.  The  whole  thing  is  so  diametrically  opposed  to  the 
principles  of  our  movement.  This  opposition  has  led  to  the  greatest  decision 
in  the  history  of  the  movement,  viz.,  the  Swansea  resolution  to  enter  the 
arena  of  politics.  We  cannot  at  present  estimate  the  far-reaching  effect  which 
such  a  resolution  is  going  to  have,  but  it  is  admitted  by  all  the  greatest 
politically  thinking  minds  that  it  holds  immeasurable  potentialities. 

The  action  of  the  excess  profits  tax  and  the  proposed  imposition  of  income 
tax  has  necessitated  the  most  careful  consideration,  and  methods  have  been 
devised  by  which  the  inflation  of  such  an  injustice  can  best  be  thwarted. 
All  societies,  through  the  conferences,  have  been  urged  to  bring  the  question 
home  to  their  members,  so  that  a  powerful  co-operative  opinion  should  back 
up  any  future  action.  The  executive  have  met  all  the  Parliamentary  repre- 
.sentatives  of  the  area,  and  have  ascertained  their  attitude  towards  our 
movement  and  the  imposition  of  these  taxes.  Replies  have  been  particularly 
favourable,  and  will  afford  the  association  something  to  work  upon  at  the 
next  Parliamentaiy  election. 

In  order  to  put  into  effect  the  decision  of  the  Emergency  Conference  held 
at  London,  a  special  conference  was  called  at  Cardiff  to  deal  specifically  with 
the  question  of  "Direct  Representation."  A  paper  on  the  subject  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Allen,  and  was  read  at  the  conference.  In  the 
discussion  on  the  paper  which  followed  the  advisability  of  contesting  as  many 
seats  as  possible  on  the  local  bodies  was  urged.  It  would  be  a  very  effective 
way  of  eduicating  the  people  in  what  co-operation  stood  for. 

Among  various  schemes  for  after  the  war  development,  the  one  of 
"Associated  Co-operative  Laundries"  was  under  discussion  at  a  conference 
held  at  Newport.  A  resume  of  the  paper  was  sent  to  all  the  societies  for 
their  consideration.  The  reports  to  the  association  were  not  sufficiently  satis- 
factory for  the  matter  to  be  proceeded  with  for  the  time  being.  The  question 
will,  however,  be  again  raised  at  a  future  date,  when  probably  some  definite 
move  in  the  matter  will  be  made.  It  is  a  branch  which  has  proved  very 
satisfactory  in  many  districts,  and  the  geographical  and  other  conditions  tend 
to  suggest  that  the  scheme  could  work  with  great  success  in  our  area. 

The  question  of  paramount  importance  to  the  success  of  our  movement  at 
present  is  that  of  co-operatively  educating  the  rank  and  file  of  our  members. 
The  subject  was  one  which  evoked  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and  interest  at 
the  Swansea  Congress.  Our  movement  has  now  reached  a  stage  when  further 
development  must  largely  depend  upon  an  educated  democracy.  The  associa- 
tion has  realised  this,  and  the  question  was  thoroughly  discussed  at  a 
conference  at  Aberdare,  when  Mr.  J.  P.  Davies  introduced  the  subject  of  the 
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"  Extended  Educational  Programme  of  our  Movement.''  Educational 
committees  are  being  formed  in  connection  with  practically  every  society, 
and  strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  carry  through  to  a  successful  issue 
a  varied  co-operative  programme. 

During  the  year  the  association  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  a  visit  from 
Professor  Hall.  He  addressed  a  splendid  conference  at  Blaina  on  the 
"  National  Co-operative  Policy  and  the  National  Co-operative  Programme." 
The  policy  and  programme  were  explained  in  great  detail.  The  discussion 
undoubtedly  proved  helpful  to  all  societies,  through  their  delegates,  in  giving 
them  a  broader  outlook  and  in  suggesting  to  them  a  sure  foundation  for  all 
further  developments. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  new  rules,  based  upon  the  model  rules  suggested 
by  the  Co-operative  Union,  were  formulated  and  adopted.  These  were  sent 
to  all  the  societies,  which,  previous  to  their  adoption,  had  full  opportunities 
for  discussion  and  suggesting  amendments. 

The  work  of  the  Executive  Committee  has  been  especially  strenuous.  In 
addition  to  arranging  various  conferences,  they  have  had  to  deal  with  many 
important  matters. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conferences  held  during  the  year,  with  the 
place  of  meeting  and  the  subjects  discussed  thereat : — 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Speaker. 

1917. 

14th  April. 

Treharris  .... 

Annual       Report       and 
Balance      Sheet      and 
Election  of  Officers. 

14th  July  . 

Newport 

Associated     Go-operative 

Mr.  E.  Garth, 

Laundry. 

Newport. 

13th  Oct... 

Aberdare  .... 

Extended       Programme 

Mr.  J.  P.  Davies, 

of  Co-operative  Educa- 

Blaina. 

1918. 

tion. 

12th  Jan... 

Blaina 

National        Co-operative 
Programme    and    Na- 
tional        Co-operative 
Policy. 

Prof.  Hall,  M.A. 

2nd  Feb.  . . 

Cardiff 

Adoption  of  new  Rules. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Allen, 

Direct  Representation. 

C.W.S. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  association  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the 
death  of  their  secretary,  Mr.  John  Evans  (Tredegar).  He  had  held  the 
position  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  dtiring  which  time  the  association  made 
rapid  strides.  He  laboured  earnestly  on  behalf  of  the  movement,  and  the 
association  hae  recorded  in  their  minutes  their  high  appreciation  of  his 
services.     Mr.  Jno.  D.  Evans  (Tredegar)  wa^  appointed  his  successor. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  chairman,  Mr.  Watkins  (Ynysybwl), 
found  it  incumbent  upon  himself  to  relinquish  the  chair  upon  his  taking  up 
an  oflScial   position   with   the  Food   Control   Committee.        Keen   regret  was 
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expressed  at  his  severance,  as  he  had  done  yeoman  service  to  the  association. 

The  financial  position  of  the  a&sociation  continues  to  be  in  a  soximd 
condition. 

The  association  again  tender  their  thanks  to  all  the  societies  which  have 
entertained  delegates  at  the  conferences. 


The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  :- 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

By  Balance  at  Bank,  31st  Dec,  1916  104  17  10 

,,   Societies' Contributions  123    5    6 

„  Grant  from  Co-operative  Union. .  28    3    4 
,,  Bank  Interest 113 


Audited- 
L. 


M.  Squire. 


£257    7  11 


Expenditure. 
To  Conferences 

Executive  Meetings  

Western  Section  Conferences  . . 

Congress  and  Emergency  Con- 
ference    

Hours  &  Wages  Board  Meetings. 

Swansea     Congress     Reception 
Committee    

Cardiff  Society  Advertisements. . 

Printing,  Stationery,  &  Postages 

Funeral  of  late  Secretary,  and 
Wreath  

Alteration  of  Rules    

Meeting  of  M.P.'s  

Cheque  Book 

Bank  Charges  

Secretary's  Salary  

Treasurer's  Salary 

Auditor's  Fees 

Balance  at  Bank,  Blst  Dec,  1917.. 


£    s.  d. 

87    2    8 

31  10    6 

2  19  11 


9  13    5 
5  17    9 

1  17    6 
4  10    0 

13  16  10 

2  13  3 
110 
0  11 
0 
0 
5 
3 


4 
4  2 
1  3 
0  0 
0    0 


5    0 
3    4 


£257    7  11 

Jno.  D.  Evans,  Secretary. 


No.  3. — West  Wales. 
Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  O.Davies  (auditor),  Cwmbwrla. 
„    E,  Hopkins,  Pontardulais. 
„    T.  Stroud,  Resolven. 
„   J,  Eager,  Burry  Port. 
„   D.  Roderick,  Carmarthen. 


Mr.  T.  R.  Williams  (chairman),  Pontar- 
dawe. 
„   W.  J.  Lewis  (vice-chairman),  Craig- 

cefnparc. 
„    Samuel  Rees  (treasurer),  Swansea. 
„    Samuel  Jones  (secretary),  Skewen. 
Representative  of  Western  Sectional  Board :  Mr.  D.  Williams,  J. P.,  Swansea. 

We  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  and  approval  the 
report  and  balance  sheet  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1917. 

From  a  co-operative  point  of  view,  we  believe  the  district  has  maintained 
its  former  reputation,  although  the  societies  in  the  area  are  very  scattered, 
coupled  with  the  difficulties  created  through  the  lack  of  an  efficient  railway 
service  and  transport,  and  they  are  to  be  commended  for  their  continued 
activities. 

A  number  of  the  societies  have  'organised  separate  propaganda  meetings, 
and  the  influx  of  new  members  would  have  been  much  greater  but  for  the 
difficulties  experienced  in  connection  with  food  supplies. 

Efforts  to  resuscitate  co-operation  in  Miiford  Haven  have  thisi  year  met 
with  success,  a  new  society  having  been  started  in  that  town  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year. 
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Attention  has  also  been  given  to  WMtland  Society,  in  connection  with 
which  a  public  meeting  was  held  on  18th  February,  1917,  addressed  by 
Messrs.  J.  Eager  (Burry  Port)  and  Sanil.  Jones  (Skewen).  The  interest 
shown  at  thie  meeting  augured  well  for  the  future  of  this  small  society. 

Though  these  societies  have  not  yet  affiliated  with  the  association,  we 
are  hopeful  that  the  assistance  rendered  them  in  the  initial  stages  will 
ultimately  result  in  bringing  them  into  the  fold. 

Educational. — During  the  year  efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  societies 
to  undertake  educational  work  of  a  special  nature,  with  the  result  that  a 
number  of  societies  have  established  separate  commi'tics  to  carry  out  this 
important  branch  of  the  movement.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  the  remaining 
societies  will  follow  this  good  example. 

Annual  Congress. — We  had  the  honouT  this  year  of  the  visit  of  the 
Congress  into  our  district,  the  effect  of  which  has  already  been  felt  by 
societies  in  the  immediate  neighbom-hood  of  Swansea. 

From  every  point  of  view  this  annual  gathering  will  rank  with  any  of 
its  predecessors,  and  will  go  down  in  co-operative  history  as  one  of  the 
most  important  Congresses  ever  held. 

The  Reception  Committee  worked  assiduously  to  make  it  a  success,  and 
the  delegates  at  Congress  were  loud  in  their  praises  for  the  splendid  way  in 
which  they  had  been  cared  for. 

The  thanks  of  the  movement  are  chiefly  due  to  the  inviting  societies, 
but  mention  must  be  made  of  the  eplendid  support  received  from  all  societies 
in  the  section. 

Full  advantage  was  taken  to  obtain  the  services  of  several  prominent 
speakers  during  Congress  week,  and  meetings  were  arranged  for  parts  of 
the  district,  with  good  results. 

Owing  to  exceptional  circumstances  brought  about  by  the  existing  war, 
the  district  was  deprived  of  the  Congress  exhibition,  but  it  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  the  authorities  will  not  forget  us  when  the  conditions  resume  their 
normal  course. 

Quarterly  Conferences,  <fcc. — The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  Swansea  on 
16tV  June,  1917,  when  the  foregoing  officers  and  committee  were  elected. 
The  four  quarterly  conferences  were  held  as  follows  : — ■ 


Date. 

Place. 

Subject. 

Speaker. 

1917. 
17th  Mar.  . 

Burry  Port  . . 

Excess  Profits  Tax  

Mr.T.  Stroud,  Resolven. 

16th  June  . 

Swansea    .... 

Report  of  Congress 

Mr.   J.   Eager, 

Burry  Port. 

15th  Sept. . 

Trimsaran    . . 

Co-operative  Education  . . 

Mr.  T.  R.  Williams, 

Pontardawe. 

16th  Dec.  . 

Swansea   .... 

Report  of  London  Emer- 
gency Conference. 

Mr.  D    Roderick, 

Carmarthen. 
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The  3ubject;s  were  of  exceptional  interest,  and  the  discussions  throughout 
were  well  maintained. 

Special  I'lopcKjunda. — This  feature  of  the  movement  has  this  year  been 
confined  to  visits  from  Mrs.  E.  M.  Penny  (Sheffield),  who  delivered  two 
series  of  lectures,  as  follows  : — First  series  :  22nd  October,  1917,  Cwmgorse 
Society;  23rd  October,  1917,  Carmarthen  Society;  24th  October,  1917, 
Trimsaran  Society ;  25th  October,  1917,  Pontardulais  Society.  Second  series  : 
3rd  December,  1917,  Pontardawe  Society;  4th  December,  1917,  Craigcefnparc 
*  Society ;  5th  December,  1917,  Skeweii  Society ;  6th  December,  1917,  Resolven 
Society.  The  subjects  dealt  with  were  : — "What  Co-operation  Means  to  the 
Workers,"  "  Why  Women  Should  be  Co-operators,"  and  "  Adulteration  of 
Food." 

All  the  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  the  special  report  submitted 
to  the  Executive  Committee  by  the  speaker  bearing  upon  the  enthusiasm 
displayed  in  the  district  fully  justifies  the  step  taken  to  secure  the  services 
of  such  an  eminent  co-operator.  The  societies  visited  have  already  lauded 
their  praises  of  the  admirable  addresses  delivered  on  the  various  subjects, 
and  great  things  are  anticipated  as  the  rfesult  of  Mrs.  Penny's  visit. 

Our  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  those  societies  which  so  kindly  entertained 
the  conferences  during  the  year ;  also  to  those  that  sent  representatives  to 
the  conferences,  the  average  attendance  being  equivalent  to  97-5  per  cent 
of  the  membership. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  again  extend  a  hearty  invitation  to  the  few 
societies  which  have  not  yet  affiliated  to  the  association  to  consider  the  matter, 
as  we  believe  that  "  consolidation"  will  be  our  only  safeguard  in  the  future. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917 : — 


Receipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Balance,  31st  December,  1916  ...  25    4  Hi 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies 36  15    6 

,,  Co-operative  Union  Ltd 49  12    4 


Audited— 

C.  Davies. 


£111  12    9i 


Expenditure.  £    a.  d. 

By  Conferences  26    1  4 

,.  Executive  Meetings    13  17  3 

,',  Public  Meetings   17    0  4 

,,  Delegations    4    8  9% 

,,  Delegations— Congress  Reception 

Committea 6    6  2 

,,  Delegations— Hours   and    Wages 

Board 17    0  8 

,,  Delegates — Congress  and  London 

Conference    8  10  0 

,,  Stationery  and  Printing  .5    5  6 

„  Postages 2    3  6 

,,  Rent  of  Rooms 16  6 

,,  Honorarium  to  Secretary 3    0  0 

„  „  „  Treasurer    2    0  0 

„  Audit  Expenses  0    8  4 

,,  Balance,  31st  December,  1917 4    4  6 


JElll  12    9J 


Samuel  Jones,  Secretary. 
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No.  4. — MiD-GliAMORQAN. 

Executive  Committee. 


Mr.  Shad  Williams  (chairman),  Ponty- 

cymmer. 
„    Wyndham Edwards(vice-chairman), 

Cwmavon. 
„    L.    Thomas     (treasurer),      Pen-y- 

graig. 


Mr.  D.  J.  Jones  (secretary),  Cymmer, 
Port  Talbot. 

„    John  Jones,  Ton. 

„    R.  L.  King,  Nantymoel. 

„    Brown,  Taibach. 
Rev.  J.  P.  Williams,  Glyncorrwg. 


Conferences  have  been  held  as  follows  :- 


Place  of  Meeting. 


Cymmer 


Maesteg 


Abergwynfi  . .  . 
Pontycymmer 


Subject. 


Mr.   May's   Paper,    Co-operative 
Societies  and  Income  Tax. 

The   necessity    of    Co-operators 
being  Loyal  lo  the  Societies. 

Direct  Representation  .    

National  Conference  Policv 


Introduced  by 


Mr.  D.  J.  Jones,  Cymmer. 


Mr.  Evans,  Manager 

Maesteg  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Johns,  Abergwnfi. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Evans, 

Pontycymmer. 


Co-operation  throughout  the  area  has  done  exceedingly  well,  considering 
that  we  are  still  in  the  throes  of  a  terrible  war. 

Although  our  supplies  are  limited  and  controlled  by  the  Government, 
societies  record  increases  in  membership,  trade,  and  capital.  Extensions  are 
heW  back,  owing  to  the  restriction  put  on  building  material  by  the  Ministry 
of  Munitions. 

A  number  of  societies  have  plans  for  extensive  extensions  to  their 
buildings  in  readiness  to  go  on  with  the  work  when  the  war  is  over.  Owing 
to  the  big  influx  of  new  members  buildings  are  congested  and  activities 
obstructed. 

The  conferences  were  well  attended.  The  papers  and  discussions  were 
intelligent,  and  showed  that  the  delegates  were  keen  students  of  all  aspects 
of  social  services. 

Mrs.  Penny  (Sheffield)  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Wallhead  toured  the  area  of  the 
association  and  delivered  excellent  addresses  on  the  main  issues  of  co-operation. 

We  regret  that  local  societies  do  not  work  up  audiences  for  these  lectures 
in  a  more  efficient  manner.  The  Executive  Council  can  organise  lectures  from 
a  centre,  but  the  local  coniniittees  must  whip  up  their  members  to  recei  /e 
thfa  benefit  of  the  intensive  and  extensive  knowledge  of  these  expert  lecturers. 
Unless  we  co-operate  regarding  lectures,  much  of  the  money  spent  on  propa- 
ganda work  will  be  wasted. 

Several  societies  have  children's  classes  in  connection  with  their  educa- 
tional work ;    also  classes  in  economics,  industrial  history,  book-keeping,  &c. 
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Owing  to  the  drain  by  the  war  on  th©  tutorial  staff  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
classes  in  some  societies  had  to  be  disbanded. 

The  Kev.  J.  F.  Williams  (Glyncorrwg),  Mr.  Williams  (Sectional  Board 
member,  Swansea),  and  Mr.  Wyndhain  Edwards  delivered  excellent  lectures 
to  various  societies  in  the  district.  We  hope  that  some  of  the  seed  will  have 
fallen  on  good  ground,  and  that  fruit  of  the  best  co-operative  character  will 
come  in  the  harvest. 

The  Executive  Council  hope  societies  will  do  all  that  lies  in  their  powar 
to  concentrate  their  efforts  to  education,  for  without  such  energy  put  forward 
to  enlighten  their  members  in  the  knowledge  of  co-operative  ethics  progress 
must  be  retarded. 

The  following  is  the  financial  statement  for  the  year  1917  : — 

s.  a. 
0  10 
5    5 


Receipts.  £ 

To  Subscriptions  from  Societies 75 

,,  Western  Sectional  Board 22 

,,  Bank  Interest   1 

,,      ,,      Dividend, 0 

„  Cash  in  Bank,  31st  December,  1916  65 


Audited  — 
Grhf.  J. 


jei61  10  lOi 


s.  d. 

0  0 

0  0 

5  0 

4  6 


Expenditure.  £ 

By  Secretary's  Salary   5 

,,  Treasurer's    „  3 

,,  Stamps  2 

,,  Printing 2 

,,  Propagandist  Speakers 19  12  11 

,,  Delegation  to  Congress 4  10    0 

„  Sectional  Board  Conferences 3  18    5 

„Rentof  Halls 19    0 

,,  International  Bulletin 1    8  10 

„  Cheque  Book 0    8    4 

„  Wages  and  Hours  Board  Meetings  12    7  10 
,,  Maesteg  Society  Propaganda  Ex- 
penses      4    0    0 

,,  Pontycymmer     Propaganda   Ex- 
penses      1     1     0 

,,  Executive  Members'  Fees— Dele- 
gates'Train  Fares 38    2  llj 

,,  Auditing  Books 115 

,,  Bank  Commission 0    2    4 

„  Cash  in  Bank,  31st  Dec,  1917. ...  63  18    4 

£164  10  lOi 
David  J.  Jones,  Secretary. 


THE   WESTERN   CO-OPERATIVE   CONVALESCENT  FUND. 

The  committee  have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  consideration  and 
approval  the  report  and  statement  of  accounts  for  the  twelve  months  ended 
31st  December,  1917,  being  the  fourth  year  of  the  fund's  operations,  and 
considering  the  special  difficulties  created  by  the  war,  through  which  we  still 
continue  to  pass,  we  trust  will  be  considered  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  our  membership  has  been  added  to  by  the  AUtwen  an  1 
Pontardawe  Society,  but  there  still  remain  small  societies  which  have  not 
joined.  We  appeal  to  societies  at  their  district  association  meetings  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  affiliation  of  these  societies  to  the  fund,  as  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  work  which  is  being  done  merits  the  support  of  all 
the  societies  in  the  district. 

The  list  of  societies'  subscriptions  amounts  to  £391.  14s.  lid.,  as  compared 
with  £372.  19s.  for  the  year  1916,  and  whilst  every  effort  has  been  made  to 
obtain  all  subscriptions  there  still  remains  outstanding  the  small  amount  of 
£2.  18s.  Id. 


562 


Reports  of  Wkstbkn  Section  and  Districts. 


Thirty-two  societies  have  received  benefit  on  behalf  of  127  convalescentis, 
amounting  to  £302.  Os.  4d.,  representing  314  weeks'  stay,  at  an  average  cost 
of  19s.  5d.  per  week.  You  will  observe  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  cases  dealt  with  as  compared  with  the  91  cases  last  year,  which  is  accounted 
for  by  the  benefits  of  the  fund  becoming  more  generally  known. 

The  expenses  of  management  amount  to  £37.  12s.  4d. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  most  fortunate  in  securing  admission  for  so 
many  cases  at  Roden  House  and  The  Rests  at  Southerndown.  The  Porthcawi 
Rest  is  now  solely  used  for  wounded  soldiers,  as  also  are  most  of  the 
established  public  homes  throughout  the  country,  consequently  the  available 
accommodation  is  limited,  and  delays  in  securing  admission  are  at  times 
unavoidable. 

The  letters  of  thanks  received  from  grateful  convalescents  bear  testimony 
to  the  benefits  which  are  derived,  and,  so  far  as  the  convalescents  are 
concerned,  the  fund  has  been  the  means  of  giving  restored  health,  which  is 
our  sole  object. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  tables  given.  Form  A  cases  number  71,  29  of  which 
have  been  sent  to  Roden  and  31  to  Southerndown  Rest.  We  cannot  sufficiently 
express  our  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  these  homes. 

To  the  matrons  and  staff  of  all  the  homes  used  we  again  extend  our 
sincere  thanks  for  the  care  and  attention  given  our  cases,  and  for  the  courtesy 
at  all  times  received. 

The  third  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's 
meeting  hall,  St.  Mary  Street,  Cardiff,  on  Saturday,  10th  February,  1917, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Davie^,  when  34  delegates,  representing 
22  societies,  were  present. 

Our  sincere  thanks  are  tendered  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
for  use  of  rooms  for  our  meetings,  and  for  hospitality  received.  To  Mr. 
H.  L.  Warren  for  services  as  auditor  of  the  fund,  and  also  to  committee  and 
secretaries  of  societies  for  the  keen  interest  taken  in  the  welfare  of  our  cases. 

Balance  Sheet  for  the  Year,  1917. 


Eeceipts.  £    s.  d. 

To  Cash  in  Bank,  31st  Dec,  1916 . . .  .948    7    1 

,,  Subscriptions  from  Societies 391  14  11 

,,  Donation      from      Co-operative 

Wholesale  Society  Ltd 26    5    0 

„  Bank  Interest  and  Dividend   89    1    5 


Audited — 

H.  li.  Warren. 


;£1405    8    5 


Expenditure.  £     s.  d. 

By  Grants  to  Cases    £305  19    1 

£«M  Refunds  and  Con- 
tributions        3  18    9 

802    0  4 

,,  Expenses  of  Management — 

Secretary's  Salary 26    0  0 

Stationery 4    5  5 

Postages 5  13  4 

Sundries 0    5  0 

Bank  Commission ; 0    3  7 

Cheque  Book   1    5  0 

„  Cash  in  Bank,  31st  Dec,  1917 1064    8  5 

„      hand         „             „   ....  17  4 


£1405    8    5 


J.    P.   Davies,   Chairman. 
D.   H.   Williams,  Secretary. 
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DISCUSSION    ON    THE    REPORT. 


The  President  :  The  next  item  on  the  agenda  is  the  consideration  of  the 
Report  of  the  Central  Board.  Mr.  E.  0.  Greening  would  like  to  say  a  word 
on  the  first  paragraph  of  the  report. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Mr.  E.  0.  Greening  (Ixjndon  Bookbinders)  :  I  want  to  refer  to  the 
passage  in  which  the  Co-operative  Union  announces — and  announces  wisely, 
I  think — that  it  proposes  to  issue  a  jubilee  history  of  the  Union.  I  want  to 
suggest  that  that  should  be  done  promptly,  whilei  some  of  us  are  still  alive 
who  were  founders  in  the  early  days.  I  know  of  three.  Mr.  Walter  Morrison 
at  that  time  was  an  active  and  ardent  friend  of  co-operation,  and  is  still  a 
sincere  and  devoted  supporteir  of  the  movement.  Mr.  Morrison  has  had  the 
misfortune  to  become  the  richest  man  in  the  kingdom  by  a  series  of  inherit- 
ances; but  he  has  devoted  himself  and  the  whole  of  his  income  to  philanthropic 
purpose.s.  Mr.  Robert  Applegarth,  the  veteran  trade  union  leader,  is  not 
now  in  very  good  health  or  strength.  Mr.  F,.  J.  Hole,  a  founder  of  the  Leeds 
society,  should  be  better  known  to  co-op«  ators  than  he  is.  These  three  old 
men  should  be  able  to  help  in  the  compilation  of  the  history  with  their 
personal  recollections.  Records  in  those  early  days  were  not  so  precise  as 
they  are  to-day.  Minutes  were  often  kept  in  penny  memorandum  books,  and 
committee  meetings  were  often  held  by  the  guttering  light  of  a  candle ;  but 
we  had  in  those  days,  as  we  have  to-day,  great  aims  and  great  hopes  of  lifting 
Labour  out  of  the  thraldom  of  slavery.  You  have  greater  opportunities  and 
greater  power  now;  but  with  that  greater  power  you  have  greater  responsi- 
bility; and  if  you  realise  that  responsibility  you  will  achieve  the  great  hope 
of  all  of  us — the  Co-operative  Commonwealth. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Stanton  (Great  Wigston)  :  Would  it  not  be  a  graciousi  thing 
for  this  Jubilee  Congess  to  send  its  greetings  to  these  three  old  pioneers  ? 

GENERAL  PROGRESS  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

(See  Report  2,  page  113.) 

On  the  passage  in  the  report  relating  to  the  general  progress  of  the 
movement, 

The  General  Secretary  said  delegates  would  realise  the  difficulties  the 
officials  had  experienced  in  getting  in  the  usual  returns  in  time  to  be 
included  in  the  report.  A  general  estimate  had  been  made  with  regard  to 
the  retail  distributive  societies,  and  this  showed  that  there  would  be  an 
increase  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  million  in  membership  in  1917,  as  compared 
with  1916,   this  raising  the  membership  to  3|-  millions.     The  share  capital 
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showed  an  increase  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  million,  and  the  retail  trade 
would  show  an  increase  of  about  20  millions,  making  the  total  retail  trade 
about  £140,000,000. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen  (Croydon)  :  Are  we  satisfied  that  our  progress  is  as 
much  as  it  should  be?  It  would  have  been  greater  if  we!  had  had  more 
co-operation  with  the  Women's  Guild.  When  you  refuse  the  grant  to  the 
guild  you  are  not  acting  co-operatively  in  that  respect,  at  least. 

The  President  :  You  will  get  an  opportunity  of  going  into  that  later. 

■Miss  Allen  (continuing)  :  While  I  congratulate  my  fellow-delegates  on 
the  progress  made,  I  hope  that  we  will  presently  consider  whether  we  cannot 
increase  still  further. 

WHOLESALE  SOCIETIES. 
(See  Report  3,  page  114.) 

Mr.  T.  Anderson  (York)  (referring  to  the  paragraph  on  "  Agriculture  ami 
Food  Supply ")  a.sked  if  the  chairman  could  tell  how  much  land  had  been 
purchased  this  year.  "I  am  not  asking,"  he  continued,  "how  much  we  are 
progressing  towards  purchasing  the  land  of  England ;  but  this  is  a  remarkable 
report,  and  the  Congress,  I  am  sure,  would  like  to  know  how  much  further 
than  this  we  have  been  able  to  go." 

Mr.  S.  Blakeborough  (Newspaper  Society)  :  Is  not  the  quarterly  meeting 
of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  the  place  to  ask  that? 

The  President  :  The  total  purchases  of  land  in  England  is  about  34.000 
acres. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood  (Enfield  Highway)  directed  attention  to  the  War  Loan 
investments  effected  through  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  bank,  and 
said  tho  movement  ought  to  have  the  credit  for  what  it  had  done  in  the  lending 
of  money  to  the  War  Loan.  We  were  taunted  with  having  done  nothing 
to  help  the  country,  and  it  should  be  made  fully  known  that  this  money 
(between  seven  and  eight  millions)  had  been  invested  through  the  co-operative 
societies. 

Mr,  F.  Jennings  (Pendleton)  quoted  the  paragraph,  which  read  :  "  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  has  demonstrated  its 
adaptability  to  the  changing  needs  of  the  times."  He  thought  this  strange, 
reading,  in  view  of  the  Survey  Committee's  report,  which  seemed  to  be  trying 
to  prove  that  this  sentence  was  not  correct  and  that  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society  had  not  shown  its  adaptability  to  the  changing  needs  of  the 
times.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  Central  Board  accepted 
this  report  on  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  or  whether  it  was  written 
before  the  Trade  Sub-committee's  report. 

The  General  Secretary  :  This  report  was  supplied  by  the  Wholesale 
Society,  and  represents  the  views  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 
but  has  been  adopted  by  the  Central  Board.  The  trade  report  had  not  been 
seen  before  this  was  written. 
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WAE  LOAN   OR  LAND. 

Mr.  J.  Penny  (Sheffield  and  EcclesiU)  :  The  part  played  by  the  Co-opera- 
tive Wholesale  Society  with  regard  to  War  Loan  is  exalted  in  this  report. 
It  is  very  doubtful,  from  the  co-operative  point  of  view,  whether  it  is  wise 
for  us  to  take  so  prominent  a  part  as  we  have  done  in  this  connection.  That 
does  not  mean  to  say  that  money  should  be  kept  out  of  the  War  Loan ;  but 
it  is  far  more  impoi^tant  for  the  co-operative  movement  to  get  hold  of  the 
land  and  develop  food  supplies  and  other  necessaries  of  life  rather  than  hold 
war  scrip.  If  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  had  put  this  money  into  land 
they  would  not  have  deprived  the  Government  of  the  money  required,  because 
the  private  landlords,  from  whom  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  would 
have  bought  the  land,  would  have  put  the  money  into  War  Loan.  The  difference 
would  have  been  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  would  have  held  the 
land  and  the  other  people  would  have  held  the  paper.  That  is  the  sort  of 
finance  I  want  to  see  brought  about.  When  the  war  ends  there  is  going  to  be 
a  financial  revolution  in  this  country.  I  do  not  say  a  physical  force  revolution, 
because  I  do  not  think  the  people  would  he  able  to  succeed  in  that  while  the 
Government  controls  what  it  does  control.  We  are  going  to  have  a  financial 
revolution,  though  probably  not  a  physical  force  revolution;  .and  in  the  state 
of  chaos  that  is  bound  to  come,  the  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  those 
who  are  producing  the  food  supply  and  controlling  it  will  have  the  chance 
of  surviving;  and,  if  there  is  financial  chaos,  the  important  thing  will  be  to 
hold,  not  national  paper,  but  the  land  of  the  country. 

Mr.  U.  Swift  (Sheffield  and  Ecclesall)  :  I  desire  to  congratulate  the 
movement  on  the  contribution  which  has  been  made  to  the  War  Loan, 
showing  that  we  are  second  to  none  in  our  loyalty  in  this  country.  Some 
of  us  have  given  of  our  families  and  our  sons ;  surely  this  movement  whicli 
loves  the  people  wiL  not  be  behind  in  supporting  this  country  in  fighting 
for  the  world's  liberty.  In  this  report  we  are  proving  our  loyalty  from  our 
pockets,  more  than  many  people  do  who  profess  loyalty. 

The  Presidejnt  :  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  advisable  that^  we  should  go 
into  a  general  discussion.  Mrs.  Hood  puts  a  pertinent  question.  With  all 
due  respect  to  Mr.  Penny,  the  investment  was  inevitable  under  the  circum- 
stances. During  the  last  two  or  three  years  we  have  purchased  land  at  a 
rapid  rate,  and  this  will  take  some  time  to  develop.  We  must  have  liquid 
assets  to  deal  with  in  a  large  business  of  this  kind.  It  is  negotiable,  with 
the  State  security  lying  behind  it. 

Mr.  J.  Jarman  (Co-operative  Secretaries'  Association)  :  The  figures  in.  the 
report  for  1915-16  show  progress.  I  want  to  submit  to  this  Congress  that  we 
are  likely  next  year  to  show  a  heavy  decrease  instead  of  an  increase.  Our 
members  are,  in  many  instances,  withdrawing ;  our  sales  are  decreasing.  I 
want  to  put  it  to  this  Congress,  and  through  the  Congress  to  the  ParliamentaiT- 
Committee  and  the  Consumers'  Council,  who  are  responsible  to  a  certain 
extent,  that  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  retain  the  members  is  that  the 
societies  must  be  in  a  position  to  provide  the  members  with  what  they  need. 
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This  can  be  done  by  insisting  on  a  new  registration,  based  on  the  knowledge 
that  these  people  can  get  from  us  as  good  terms  as  can  be  obtained  anywhere 
else.  At  the  present  time  the  knowledge  has  been  withheld  from  them,  and 
in  every  possible  direction  they  have  been  misled  into  the  present  position 
to-day.  We  want  to  get  over  that  difficulty.  Therefore,  until  we  get  this 
new  registration,  which  will  provide  that  all  persons  coming  into  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  shall  have  equal  treatment,  we  cannot  possibly  make  progress. 
At  the  present  time  our  membership  is  restricted ;  we  cannot  accept  new 
members.  We  cannot  go  forward,  simply  because  we  cannot  provide  the 
things  which  our  members  demand. 


FIRST    DAY    OF   CONGRESS. 


AFTERNOON    SITTING. 


On  the  resumption,  aitev  the  luncheon  interval,  the  President  read  the 
following  telegram  :  "  The  Sons  of  Temperance,  in  session  assembled,  send 
heartiast  greetings  and  good  wishes  in  these  strenuous  times." 

The  delegates  unanimously  decided  to  send  a  similar  greeting  in 
acknowledgment. 

AGRICULTURAL   ORGANISATION. 

(See  Report  7,  page  124.) 

On  the  report  dealing  with  agricultural  supply  and  distribution,  the 
following  resolution  was  stibmitted  from  the  Manchester  and  Salford  and 
other  societies  : — 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  agriculturists  are  organising  themselves 

and  forming  co-operative  societies,  and  that  such  societies  would 

cause  overlapping  .and  unnecessary  officialism,  this  Congress  calls 

upon  the  Co-operative  Union  to  take  prompt  action  to  bring  about 

the  utilisation  of  the  paesent  machinery  for  dealing  with  their 

produce. 

Mr.  J.  Clewlow  (Stafford)  :  I  must  apologise,  in  the  first  instance,  that 

someone  more  closely  identified  with  the  agricultural  interest  has  not  come 

forward  to  move  this  resolution.     Living  in  a  manufacturing  town,  of  course 

you  will  realise  that  we  are  not  daily  in  touch  with  the  agricultural  element. 

Owing  to  circumstances  that  have  lately   taken  place  in  our  county  town, 
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although  we  are  not  closely  idenufied  with  agiioultiu-e,  we  believe  tiiat  this 
question  is  of  vast  importance,  and  feel  justified  in  bringing  it  before  Congress 
to-day.  The  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  is  an  organisation,  presumably, 
to  benefit  the  small  producers  and  the  agricultural  laboui-ers,  but  when  you 
come  to  look  more  closely  into  its  formation  you  will  find  that  this  organisa- 
tion is  backed  up  by  the  aristocracy  and  manceuvred  by  county  officials  in  the 
various  centres.  They  come  before  the  people  prepared  to  subsidise  organisa- 
tions in  the  ca^e  of  their  being  run  at  a  loss  for  the  first  twelve  months.  Past 
experience  teils  us  that  this  organisation  is  not  content  to  gather  up  the 
surplus  produce  from  the  land,  but  it  has  established  trading  communities  in 
dii'ect  opposition  to  our  own  organisation.  We  feel  that  the  time  has  arrived 
when  steps  should  be  taken  to  bTing  about  if  not  an  absorption  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Organisation  Society,  certainly  to  bring  the  affairs  and  machinery 
oif  the  co-operative  societies  for  the  utilisation  and  benefit  of  the  agricultural 
community.  I  attended  a  meeting  in  comiection  with  the  Agricultural 
Organisation  Society  in  our  county  town.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  a  lord. 
The  secretary  was  a  clerk  to  the  County  Council.  It  was  pointed  out  during 
the  discussion  that  the  co-operative  movement  was  in  daily  communication 
with  25,000,000  people,  and  that  our  turnover  ran  into  £100,000,000  a  year. 
One  speaker  stated  that  the  co-operative  movement  as  constituted  to-day  was 
simply  a  body  of  consumers,  whose  main  object  was  to  exploit  the  producer. 
In  your  name  I  refuted  that  argument  as  far  a.s  I  could.  The  meeting  was 
chiefly  composed  of  landed  proprietors — people  who  weir©  very  much  inclined 
to  do  chazitable  actions  at  somebody  else's  expense,  viz.,  by  Government 
subsidies.  One  of  the  speakers  was  a  lady  inspector  of  the  land  forces,  or 
something  of  that  description.  We  pointed  out  that  we  have  already  the 
machinery  and  ofiicials,  with  the  consumers'  element,  prepared  to  place  at 
their  disposal  if  they  would  only  come  in,  but  they  suggested  as  an  alternative 
that  we  should  affiliate  with  them.  That  would  be  a  very  impossible  position. 
I  do  not  want  to  labour  this  matter,  but  I  do  want  to  impress  upon  you  with 
all  the  force  I  am  able  to  command  that  this  is  a  matter  vital  to  us  at  this 
moment.  A  great  deal  of  our  land  is  now  in  cultivation,  and  this  is  being 
cultivated  by  the  rank  and  file.  It  is  up  against  us  to  find  an  outlet  for  their 
produce,  and  not  let  it  be  kept  in  the  hands  of  the  landlord,  whose  only  idea 
is  to  enhance  the  value  of  his  holdings. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Brooks  (Buxslem)  :  I  desire  to  second  the  resolution,  for  the 
reason  that  I  attended  the  same  meeting  as  the  last  speaker.  I  saw  in  it  a 
serious  menace  to  some  of  our  co-operative  societies.  We  were  very  much 
surprised  when  we  got  there  to  find  we  were  the  only  co-operative  representa- 
tives in  Staffordshire  at  that  meeting.  There  was  the  chairman  of  the  County 
Council  there  and  the  joint  clerk,  supported  by  all  the  aristocracy  of  Stafford- 
shire;  and  I,  for  one,  am  curious  to  discover  that  they  axe  anxious  to  push 
forward  the  movement  we  represented.  In  my  opinion  we  have  got  behind 
this  agricultural  movement  vested  interests  as  acute  in  Government  depart- 
ments a*  we  have  had  at  any  period  of  the  war.     We  know  how  Government 
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departiiieuts  have  been  up  against  us;  and  this  is  anothei-  movement  which, 
I  believe,  is  an  attack  on  the  flank  of  the  oo-operative  movement  to-day.  A 
lady  from  the  Food  Department  made  a  statement  that  it  might  be  necessary, 
when  selling  produce,  for  allotment  holders  to  exchange  it  for  goods.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  necessai-y  for  societies  to  be  ready  and  willing  to  assist 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  to  take  this  surplus  produce  being  offered 
for  sale  by  institutions. 

Mr.  R.  Peakce  (South-Western  Section)  :  As  one  who  conies  from  Ck)rn- 
vvall,  I  hope  the  result  of  bringing  this  matter  before  the  Congress  at  this 
particular  time  may  be  to  induce  our  friends  in  the  large  towns  to  have  an 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  rural  districts.  The  great  question  which  is 
affecting  the  rural  districts  at  the  present  time  is  the  great  possibility  of 
overlapping  and  competition  among  societies  that  the  Co-operative  Union  and 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  have  been  denouncing  for  a  great  number 
of  years.  During  the  last  two  or  three  years  there  have  been  in  the  rural 
districts  already  existing  distributive  societies,  and  there  have  been  opened 
out  Agricultural  Organisation  Societies  or  societies  which  have  accepted  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society's  rules.  These  societies  have  been 
established  without  any  reference  to  existing  distributive  societies — in  one 
case  the  distributive  society  has  existed  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  covers 
a  large  area  in  the  north  of  Cornwall ;  and  of  late  years  they  have  done  a 
largely  increased  business  in  implements  and  manures  with  our  farmer 
members.  Now  there  has  been  established  another  co-operative  society  based 
on  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society's  rules.  What  we  object  to  is  that  the 
society  is  not  prepared  to  work  in  union  with  the  existing  co-operative  society. 
Now  we  have  two  societies,  within  a  dista,nce  of  two  and  a  half  or  three  miles, 
competing  with  each  other.  We  think  if  there  should  be  an  idea  of  forming 
a  new  society,  of  whatever  form,  in  any  locality  already  covered  by  a 
co-operative  society,  the  existing  society  should  be  consulted  before  any  steps 
are  taken,  thereby  preventing  any  suspicion  of  competition. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Arnold  (Southwell)  :  The  best  way  to  attack  theni  is  by 
making  provision  for  our  smallholders.  During  the  last  few  months  I  have 
found  that  many  members  of  our  society  are  selling  to  small  traders  in  the 
town  and  disposing  of  a  large  amount  to  the  Wholesale  Society  and  other  retail 
societies.  I  think  it  is  about  time  something  was  done  in  this  matter.  Our 
small  retail  societies  cannot  afford  to  assist  them. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Edwards  (Liverpool)  :  We  have  to  recollect  that  practically 
the  whole  of  the  operations  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  are 
preventing  the  land  coming  back  to  the  people,  and  directly  contrary  to  the 
wishes  expressed  by  tlie  President  this  morning.  I  have  heard  an  intimation 
that  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  who  are  controlling  your  money  as  well  as 
the  money  of  non-co-operators,  are  aiding  the  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society  by  providing  them  with  depots,  and  when  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  is  in  a  position  to  push  in  these  districts  they  will  have  a  strong 
opposition,  and  you  will  find  your  money  hae  been  used  against  you. 
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Mr.  G.  Thorpe  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  The  object  of  bringing 
this  resolution,  before  the  meeting  is  in  the  nature  of  an  advertisement,  for 
the  promoters  of  the  resolution  have  had  a  favourable  opportunity  of  showing 
Congress  the  threatened  action  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society.  I 
want  to  place  before  you  the  exact  position.  The  number  of  agricultural 
societies  affiliated  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  at  present  is  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  one  hundred.  Those  societies  in  1914  took  goods  from 
tlie  Wholesale  valued  at  £158,000,  but  during  1917  they  took  goods  valued  at 
over  £1,000,000.  During  1914  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  took  only 
£25,000  of  goods,  and  in  1917  it  was  £50,000.  So  you  will  see  there  is  great 
margin  to  be  made  up  between  what  the  one  takes  from  the  other.  We  want 
precise  and  exact  machinery  to  bring  the  industrial  societies  and  the 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  into  a  position  to  avoid  overlapping,  and 
by  this  it  is  hoped  to  prevent  the  wa^te  that  is  going  on.  The  chairman  and 
myself  have  had  this  matter  in  hand  for  a  number  of  years,  and  we  have 
been  trying,  meeting  after  meeting,  to  come  to  some  definite  arrangement 
by  which  this  machinery  could  be  adopted;  and  at  the  last  meeting  we  had — 
it  was  in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  of  the  House  of  Commons — we  said  to 
the  representatives  of  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  they  should  put  upon  the  table  some  concrete  proposal. 
They  undertook  to  do  that,  and  we  undertook  to  state  what  we  would  deal 
in  as  well  as  they,  and  the  result  was  the  establishment  of  the  Agricultural 
Wholesale  Society  of  England.  They  know  perfectly  well  that  the  co-operative 
movement  is  now  in  the  market  and  is  establishing  more  societies  throughout 
England,  and  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  not  being  on  a  democratic 
basis,  knows  perfectly  that  it  does  not  tend  to  the  landlords'  interest.  We 
say  to  them  :  "  As  we  do,  go  on  democratic  lines,  and  whatever  is  left  you 
shall  share  the  profits  in  your  trade."  That  is  the  policy  that  must  commend 
itself  to  democrats.  But  let  us  be  careful.  The  end  is  not  yet;  and  if  we 
can  meet  them  and  prevent  this  overlapping,  as  we  have  done  in  some  cases, 
we  shall  accomplish  something  not  only  satisfactory  to  the  industrial  but  the 
agricultural  interests  of  this  country. 

The  General  Secretary  :  This  matter  has  been  receiving  the  attention  of 
the  Union,  and  we  have  protested  against  the  formation  of  this  organisation 
very  strongly.  There  is  an  agreement  in  existence,  to  which  we  have  adhered 
honourably.  Any  question  as  to  the  formation  of  an  agricultural  society  we 
have  remitted  to  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society.  I  have  written  in 
the  name  of  the  Union  protesting  against  this  society  being  formed,  and 
asking  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society  to  discourage  its  registration. 

The  President  thereupon  put  the  resolution  to  the  Congress  and  it  was 
carried. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiE  (Coventry)  wanted  particulars  regarding  agricultural 
and  distributive  societies  referred  to  in  the  report,  but  the  Greneral  Secretary 
referred  her  to  the  details  given  in  the  appendix. 
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CENTRAL  BOARD. 
(See  Report  16,  page  132.) 

Mr.  F.  A.  GiBBiNS  (Brighton)  quoted  a  paragraph  from  the  section  of 
the  report  dealing  with  the  Central  Board,  which  read  :  "  It  was  stated  that 
to  successfully  carry  out  this  duty  it  would  necessitate  practically  one  or 
more  representatives  from  the  Co-operative  Union  on  that  committee  (to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  movement  from  a  retail  point  of  view)  being  in 
constant  attendance  at  the  office  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  deal 
promptly  with  matters  of  importance  arising  and  to  bring  them  before  the 
Ministry  of  Food."  He  asked  :  Has  that  person  been  appointed  by  the  Union 
to  attend  ?  If  not,  why  not  ?  And  what  action  has  the  Union  taken  in 
providing  that  the  necessary  supplies  of  food  shall  be  obtained? 

The  General  Secretary  explained  that  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee had  reported  to  the  previous  meeting  of  the  Central  Board.  He 
pointed  out  that  these  two  committees  had  been  set  up,  one  dealing  with  the 
wholesale  and  the  second  with  the  retail.  The  representatives  of  the  Union 
foniied  the  retail  sub-committee,  and  for  some  time  it  was  necessary  that 
one  of  the  four  representatives  should  be  in  London  constantly. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  desired  to  raise  on  this  report  the  question 
of  the  non-performance  of  the  work  of  the  Labour  Department  of  the  Union. 

The  General  Secretary  :  It  is  not  advisable  to  raise  it  now,  because 
the  Central  Board  have  agreed  to  start  the  Labour  Adviser  at  once. 

Mr.  Perry  :  Cannot  we  express  our  dissatisfaction  with  the  failure  to  get 
on  with  the  work  last  year  ?    It  is  what  has  not  been  done  that  concerns  us. 

The  General  Secrbttary  :  The  Central  Board  would  not  have  kept  the 
appointment  back  if  it  had  not  been  important  that  it  should  have  been  kept 
back  till  the  present.  The  difficulties  in  the  way  have  now  been  removed, 
and  we  expect  to  get  the  Labour  Adviser  into  harness  by  1st  June. 

Mr.  Perry  :  We  agreed  with  what  the  Central  Board  decided  to  do  twelve 
months  ago  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  a  Labour  Department.  If  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  societies  were  in  need  of  expert  advice  it  has  been 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  What  has  been  the  result  of  the  delay  ? 
Hours  and  wages  boards  have  been  kept  entirely  without  guidance  or 
knowledge  as  to  what  their  next  door  neighbours  were  doing.  Whenever  they 
met  their  colleagues  on  the  opposite  side  they  were  absolutely  up  to  date  with 
regard  to  any  awards  given  in  the  country.  They  knew  what  conditions 
obtained  here,  there,  and  everywhere,  and  we  were  faced  with  the  latest 
possible  information  they  had,  and  the  latest  scales  o^  wages  were  at  their 
disposal.  We  feel  that  our  societies  have  been  at  a  great  disadvantage  owing 
to  their  being  without  co-ordination.  All  the  advice  that  can  be  given  should 
be  given  to  societies  to  enable  them  to  deal  with  the  labour  problems  that 
confront  them.  We  hope  that  the  grass  will  not  be  allowed  to  grow  too  long 
under  our  feet. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen  (Croydon)  :  May  I  refer  to  the  last  application  which 
was  submitted  from  the  Women's  Guild  for  the  renewal  of  the  annual  grant  ? 
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It  states  in  the  report  that  the  grant  is  on  terms  and  conditions  made  with 
other  guilds.  I  have  heard  it  stated  over  and  over  again  that  there  are  no 
conditions,  but  that  this  is  only  simply  a  form. 

The  President  :  This  matter  comes  up  later. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiE  (Coventry)  :  I  take  it,  if  we  let  this  go  we  can  discuss 
it  later  on? 

The  President  :   I  will  see  that  you  have  a  hearing  later  on. 

UNITED  BOARD. 
(See  Report  17,  page  134  ) 

Mr.  Crowther  (Guiseley)  :  I  am  sorry  that  the  joint  meeting  of  the 
United  Board  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  A.U.C.E.  did  not  make 
use  of  the  splendid  advantage  offered  for  setting  up  a  committee  which  would 
have  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  National  Service  Department.  This 
would  have  helped  the  distributive  societies  particularly  in  keeping  many  of 
their  men.  In  the  future  we  shall  be  deprived  of  a  large  number.  In  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  a  similar  committee  had  been  set  up  in  the  interests 
of  the  textile  and  dyeing  industry.  We  feel  that  much  could  have  been 
accomplished  by  a  joint  committee  working  with  the  National  Service  Depart- 
ment. In  the  very  near  future  we  shall  have  to  carry  on  the  distributive 
trade  in  the  country  with  only  Grade  3  men  throughout  the  trade. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiE  (Coventry)  :  It  was  stated  that  a  committee  has  been 
formed  for  retaining  at  least  one  male  in  every  branch  distributive  shop.  I 
should  like  to  know  whether  any  information  can  be  given  now  ? 

Mr.  G.  GooDENOTJGH  (North-Western  Section)  :  This  is  an  important 
question,  and  we  so  considered  it  when  the  application  came  before  the 
Board.  We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  if  we  had  taken  part  in  these  negotia- 
tions it  would  have  been  an  admission  of  the  fact  that  we  have  more  men 
than  we  wanted  them  to  take.     That  is  the  position,  we  took  up. 

Mr.  U.  Swift  (Sheffield  and  Ecclesall)  :  It  is  stated  in  the  report  that 
a  second  joint  meeting  of  the  United  Board  and  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee  was  held  to  consider  the  difficulties  of  carrying  on  the  Parlia- 
mentary representation  work.  Surely  if  anything  has  gone  wrong  with  the 
works  some  light  should  be  thrown  on  the  difficulties  at  this  second  meeting. 

The  General  Secretary  :  You  will  get  that  in  the  report-. 

The  President  :  There  will  be  opportunities  of  dealing  with  this  in  the 
report  later. 

CENTRAL  EDUCATION    COMMITTEE. 

(See  Report  20,  page  136  ) 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae   (Northern  Section)  moved  the  adoption  of  the  Central 

Education  Committee's  report.     He  said  :   I  want  to  say  how  deeply  I  feel 

indebted  to  education  committees  and  secretaries  who,  despite  war  conditions, 

have  kept  educational  work  going  steadily  and  successfully  during  the  winter. 
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Our  thanks  are  also  due  to  our  staff,  Professor  Hall,  Miss  £.  M.  Bradley,  an<d 
Mr.  C.  E.  Wood.  We  could  not  have  had  such  a  report  but  for  the  courage 
of  the  committees,  and  the  ability,  skill,  and  labour  of  the  Central  staif. 
We  have  had  a.  slight  increase  in  our  classes,  despite  the  war  conditions  : 
ixisteadl  of  497  we  have  had  498 — a  slight  increase  !.  It  is  more  easy  to 
increase  year  by  year  at  the  beginning  than  when  established.  In  the  cla;sses 
for  women,  they  have  jumped  from  34  to  52 ;  and  among  the  children  there 
had  been  an  increase  in  the  number  from  18,200  to  18,700.  Thirty  new  classes 
had  been  started,  and  were  attended  by  447  adolescents — that  is,  people 
between  youth  and  old  age  somewhere.  There  has  been  a  slight  increase  in 
the  apprenticeship  classes.  Some  of  you  ought  to  come  in  and  see  whether 
your  society  is  one  of  the  two  new  ones.  I  will  not  mention  names;  I  will 
leave  it  to  your  consciences.  To  me,  one  of  the  most  interesting  features  are 
the  summer  schools,  they  are  so  delightful.  I  happened  to  be  at  one — it  was 
held  in  one  of  the  loveliest  vales  of  Gloucester,  in  a  comfortabe  house,  and 
surrounded  by  the  warmest-hearted. of  friends.  Some  397  students  attended 
these  schools  and  faithfully  kept  to  their  work,  and  equally  faithfully  kept 
to  their  play  when  not  working — one  lady  told  me  to-day  that  she  was  going 
back  to  a  .sumLmer  school,  although  she  has  attended  the  same  class  three 
times.  And  this  has  been  done  at  a  cost  to  the  Union  of  less  than  £100.  But 
why  not  establish  your  own  summer  school,  as  Lancashire  has  done.  Some 
societies  bought  an  old  farmhouse  attached  to  a  gentleman's  house,  and  so 
higher  gentlemen  and  higher  ladies  go  there  now  than  kept  it  before.  I  should 
also  like,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Publications  Committee, 
to  ask  you  to  support  the  work  of  that  committee.  They  are  increasing  their 
sales,  and  would  like  to  increase  them  further.  The  preparation  of  the 
Congress  Souvenir,  it  was  hoped,  in  future  years  would  take  on  more  the 
character  of  a  comprehensive  review  of  the  co-operative  movement  and  less 
of  the  glorification  of  even  such  a  great  and  glorious  place  as  Liverpool.  Mi&s 
Carling,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mrs.  Davis,  of  Woolwich,  have  written  a  book, 
"  Through  Play  to  Understanding  "  ;  and  if  our  co-operative  classes  are  earned 
out  on  the  lines  laid  down,  some  of  you  greyheads  will  have  your  eyes  opened. 
We  expect  oui'  children  to  play  themselves  into  knowledge.  There  is  a 
"  Handbook  for  Committees."  Oh,  I  can  give  you  something  better  :  We 
gave  two  lectures  to  committees  last  year,  and  the  lecturers  still  survive.  Our 
work  presents  the  only  hope  of  the  realisation  of  the  President's  ideal.  He 
told  you  as  co-operators  seeking  to  enter  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  that 
you  can  only  enter  into  that  kingdom  when  the  people  know  how  to  rule 
that  kingdom.  We  have  seen  the  people  of  Ruseia,  how  they  have  risen, 
and  how  they  have  ridden  almost  to  national  ruin  through  the  fact  of  national 
ignorance.  I  would  like  to  see  every  nation  in  Europe  ruled  by  the  people 
and  for  the  people.  And  because  I  recognise  that  rule  by  the  people,  the 
people  must  be  taught;  they  must  be  an  understanding  people,,  a  trained 
people.  If  you  want  to  give  the  people  something  worthy  of  the  movement, 
give  them  knowledge !     Build  your  commercial  interests  as  high  as  you  like, 
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give  the  people  the  power  and  all  the  wealth  in  the  world,  but  if  you  do  not 
give  them  brains  and  the  method  of  using  them  they  will  totter  and  fall. 

Mr.  F.  A.  GiBBiNS  (Brighton)  :  I  think  the  education  committee  has  done 
its  work  well,  and  I  hope  it  will  lead  to  the  provision  of  a  co-operative  college 
where  co-operators'  children  can  have  the  same  advantages  as  the  "cached" 
class.  I  suggest  that  during  the  forthcoming  year  they  circularise  all  societies 
to  see  if  they  are  not  in  a  position  to  agree  to  a  penny  levy  throughout  the 
membership  towards  establishing  the  co-operative  college.  I  am  quite  pre- 
pared to  support  the  recommendation  of  the  Union,  to  ask  all  societiee  to 
create  a  memorial  for  our  fallen  heroes.  I  am  doubtful  if  that  will  be 
sufficient,  for  it  is  not  a  question  of  only  one  college,  and  so  I  think  that 
although  that  grant  may  be  magnificent  the  funds  would  not  be  sufficient. 
If  the  co-operative  movement  can  get  the  sanction  of  a  penny  levy,  which 
would  bring  £12,000,  there  will  be  a  fine  nucleus  for  a  fund,  and  they  will  be 
prepared  with  their  plans  as  soon  as  the  war  is  ended  and  not  have  to  wait 
till  then  to  make  plans. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Booth  (Hull)  :  I  want  to  pay  my  tribute  to  the  great  work  of 
the  education  committee,  and  to  thank  Mr.  Rao  for  his  well-timed  remarks  to 
our  Russian  friends.  I  think  our  friend  in  the  gallery  (Mr.  Gibbins)  is  being 
led  too  much  by  his  heart.  For  25  years  I  have  been  engrossed  in  this  work, 
and  from  what  I  have  learned  I  do  not  want  you  to  agree  to  a  penny  levy,  for 
this  is  a  work  which  rightly  belongs  to  the  State.  We  are  all  agreed  that 
we  are  a  tremendous  force  in  the  country,  but  we  must  not  get  off  at  a  tangent 
on  this  question  of  education.  We  want  to  realise  first  principles  only  and 
not  work  on  this  question  in  a  partial  fashion.  We  should  make  up  our 
minds  that  education  is  not  to  be  the  battledore  and  shuttlecock  of  the  nation, 
but  that  it  must  be  a  national  affair.  Let  us  never*  forget  that  we  want  to 
leave  our  country  better  than  we  found  it.  This  is  the  great  principle  of 
education  right  away  back  from  the  early  days ;  to  realise  that  education  is 
the  great  lever  and  force  that  will  make  for  the  upliftment  of  tlie  people. 

Mr.  A.  Morgan  (Ynysybwl)  pleaded  for  the  summer  school  to  be  con- 
tinued in  Wales  this  year  again.  Last  year  they  had  nineteen  classes  carried 
on  by  their  societies  in  Wales,  but  this  year  he  wanted  to  appeal  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  summer  school  in  the  interests  of  the  societies.  He  thanked 
the  Central  Education  Committee  for  the  assistance  given  in  the  formation  of 
the  week-end  school.  That  was  a  glorious  success,  and  they  were  looking 
forward  to  another.  He  hoped  the  Central  Committee  would  give  assistance 
to  an  educational  committees'  association.  In  the  disti-ict  in  which  he  resided 
they  had  no  organisation  of  that  kind.  They  had  education  committees,  but 
one  committee  did  not  know  what  its  neighboui'  was  doing,  and  they  were 
allowed  to  move  in  their  own  particular  way  without  any  assistance  whatever 
and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  money  used  that  could  be  used  to  greater  purpose, 
He  expressed  the  fear  that  the  Union  wanted  too  much  out  of  Prof.  Hall. 

Mr.  J.  Neilson  (St.  Cutlibert's,  Edinburgh)  expressed  appreciation  of 
the  work  of  Mr.  Rae  and  the  committee.      He  wanted  to  ask,  however,  if  Mr. 
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Rae  did  not  think  that  the  time  had  arrived  when  the  co-operative  movement 
could  have  music  supplied  for  their  own  songs  other  than  the  music  they  had 
in  the  song  book  for  adult  co-operators.  Splendid  as  the  "  Old  Hundred  "  and 
othera  were,  they  were  not  suitable  for  the  songs  co-operators  wanted  to  fiing. 
He  also  suggested  that  the  committee  should  incorporate  certain  songs  along 
with  "The  Dawn."  He  thought  co-operators  did  not  know  "The  Dawn" 
so  well  as  they  ought  to  know  it.  He  thought  committees  should  bring  the 
play  before  their  members,  and  he  also  urged  the  Central  Committee  to  con- 
sider the  idea  of  providing  a  co-operative  operetta. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Burnley  (Leeds)  :  As  a  member  of  a  men's  guild  I  should 
like  to  say  that  although  numerically  weak,  spiritually,  I  believe,  that  we 
have  been  stronger  than  ever.  I  feel  the  enormous  importance  of  the  work, 
and  I  hope  that  the  Central  Committee  will  lose  no  opportunity  of  impressing 
upon  committees  the  importance  of  attaching  branches  whenever  possible.  I 
hope  that  the  delegates  will  at  the  earliest  opportunity  establish  new  branches 
of  the  guild  where  they  are  needed.  The  guild  meetings  gave  them  an 
opportunity  of  discussing  questions  of  vital  importance  to  the  movement  which 
could  not  be  discussed  in  any  other  way.  If  the  members  of  a  men's  guild 
cannot  carry  on  the  meeting  successfully  let  them  call  in  the  help  of  the  women. 
We  have  tried  it  at  Leeds  in  our  own  branch.  We  have  asked  the  women  to 
come  and  help  us ;  they  have  come  and  swollen  our  numbers.  The  meetings 
have  done  them  good,  and  have  done  us  good  as  well.  If  this  is  true  of  Leeds 
it  is  true  of  England,  to  say  nothing  of  Scotland  and  Wales.  Perhaps  during 
the  summer  the  education  committee  will  consider  a  selection  of  subjects  which 
might  be  discussed  at  meetings  of  men  and  women.  By  holding  these  joint 
meetings  there  is  an  opportunity  of  rubbing  corners  oif.  Only  the  aristocracy 
of  the  co-operative  movement  have  been  at  the  summer  schools,  and  they  come 
back  full  of  enthusiasm  and  give  other's  the  benefit  of  the  new  ideas  which 
they  obtained.  I  hope  that  every  society,  however  small,  will  form  some  kind 
of  summer  school,  and  thus  help  us  to  develop  spiritually. 

A  Delegate  :  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  with  reference  to  educational 
reconstruction — whether  Mr.  Rae  can  convey  to  us  an  assurance  that  they  are 
watching  this  Bill  ? 

A  Delegate  :  I  want  to  ask  Mr.  Rae,  with  regard  to  the  co-operative 
college,  is  it  in  the  mind  of  the  Central  Committee  to  found  a  college  where 
individuals  may  go  for  two  or  thiee  weeks  or  a  month  ? 

A  Delegate  :  I  should  like  to  see  some  provision  made  for  those  not  old 
enough  to  compete  for  summer  school  scholarships. 

Mr.  Rae  :  Mr.  Booth  and  Mr.  Morgan  have  both  referred  to  the  co-opera- 
tive college.  If  every  male  member  of  the  co-operative  movement  wiU  giva 
us  the  value  of  one  ounce  oi  tobacco  we  should  liave  a  college  very  soon.  If 
every  voter  would  see  that  we  put  the  right  person  in  control  of  education — 
locally  and  nationally^-we  should  have  no  need  to  carry  on  co-operative  classes, 
colleges,  or  circles.  Someone  has  asked  whether  Professor  Hall  is  doing  too 
much.     We  have  been  very  anxious  leet  he  should  break  down.     Mr.  Neilson 
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has  asked  whether  the  time  has  come  when  we  can  supply  music  and  tunes  in 
tonic  sol-fa.  We  have  a  more  recent  music  book  than  the  one  containing  the 
"Old  Hundredth."  We  have  in  our  possession  some  co-operative  songs  and 
duets  in  manuscript,  written  by  us,  wliich  we  could  issue  to-morrow  if  we  were 
prepared  to  face  the  cost.  You  cannot  produce  music  at  anything  like  the 
cost  at  which  you  are  in  the  habit  of  buying  songs.  We  arc  afraid  to  put  on 
the  real  value  lest  you  should  buy  "  Tipperary  "  and  something  else  cheaper. 
Mr.  Burnley,  of  Leeds,  has  spoken  of  the  work  of  the  men's  guilds,  and  con 
siders  that  the  attendance  of  the  women  has  improved  the  meetings.  You 
notice  that  we  have  no  separate  summer  schools  for  men  and  women ;  we  have 
summer  schools  for  both.  I  wish  tliat  all  co-operative  meetings  were  on  the 
same  basis.  I  have  been  asked  what  are  we  doing  as  regards  educational  re- 
construction. We  are  watching  it.  We  have  had  meetings  up  and  down  the 
country,  at  which  resolutions  have  been  passed  favourable  to  the  present  Bill 
We  are  rather  sore  at  heart  to  see  the  scheme  being  lopped  and  lopped,  and 
we  are  afraid  that  tlie  next  lop  may  cut  it  down.  Come  on  Tuesday  night  to 
the  meeting  at  Birkenhead  and  hearten  Mr.  Fisher  up  in  his  fight  for  a 
stronger  Bill.  I  am  asked  what  are  we  to  do  for  those  who  were  too  young 
to  go  to  the  summer  school  ?  Help  them  to  enjoy  themselves  at  home.  Another 
delegate  asks  me  whether  Mr.  Fisher  has  added  something  to  his  Bill.  I 
cannot  tell  you,  but  I  will  ask  him  on  Tuesday  night.  Mr.  Fisher  will  be 
strengthened  in  his  work  if  you  are  present  to  support  him  at  the  meeting, 
and  to  give  him  the  backing  that  he  requires. 

JOINT  PROPAGANDA  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 
(See  Report  22,  page  144.) 

Mr.  T.  E.  Shotton  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  I  only  need  formally 
move  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee.  In 
doing  so,  I  should  like  to  mention  one  or  two  things.  The  first  is  the  matter 
of  our  old  and  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  E.  L.  Griffiths,  the  propagandist  agent, 
who  was  retiring,  and  the  committee  have  made  up  their  minds  that  Mr. 
Griffiths  shall  be  cared  for  and  seen  to  in  his  declining  age.  He  has  done 
excellent  service  on  the  Propaganda  Committee,  and  we  wish  to  record  our 
appreciation.  The  other  outstanding  feature  is  the  work  done  in  Shropshire 
and  Mid-Wales.  You  will  see  from  the  report  also  that  there  are  likely  to  be 
big  developments  in  propaganda  in  the  London  area  after  the  war.  We  are 
anxious  that  in  this  work  there  will  have  t6  be  a  very  great  effort,  and  the 
district  will  have  to  have  every  assistance.  But  as  long  as  we  have  the  war 
conditions  it  is  vei'y  difficult  to  do  effective  propaganda  work,  and  we  wish 
you  to  accept  the  report  as  being  the  best  we  can  do  in  the  circumstances. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen  (Reigate)  :  May  I  ask  what  is  being  done  to  render 
assistance,  financial  or  otherwise,  to  ihe  rural  districts?  Are  we  going  to  care 
for  them  ? 

Mr.  J.  Blackwell  (Gloucester)  :  I  should  like  to  ventui'e  to  ask  if  the 
committee,  in  their  generosity,  would  be  mindful  to  Mr.  Griffiths — who,  we  are 
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told,  has  sent  in  his  resignation — of  the  long  number  of  years  of  arduous 
service  he  has  rendered  to  the  propagandism  of  the  co-operative  movement  in 
all  parts  of  the  country,  seeing  that  our  old  friend  has  arrived  at  that  period 
of  life  when  he  is  compelled  to  take  a  rest  thi'ough  no  fault  of  his  own.  I 
should  like  to  make  a  suggestion — that  he  have  some  remuneration  in  recogni- 
tion of  his  long  service  for  the  cause. 

Mr.  T.  Madelet  (Nottingham)  :  I  would  like  to  support  the  suggestion 
that  the  Joint  Propaganda  Committee  should  turn  their  attention  a  little  bit 
from  the  towns  so  as  to  give  a  little  bit  more  to  the  mral  districts.  The  whole 
of  the  rural  districts  are  crying  out  for  co-operation.  I  want  to  put  it  to  you 
that  there  are  large  villages  that  co-operative  societies  have  not  touched  and 
where  the  whole  of  the  working-class  population  has  signed  documents  for 
co-operative  societies  to  place  a  store  among  them. 

Mr.  H.  Brindley  (Buislem)  :  I  really  believe  we  should  push  home  this 
policy  in  agricultural  areas. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Stubbs  (Cambridge)  :  We  have  carried  out  active  propaganda 
in  the  rural  areas,  with  the  result  that  we  have  got  men  and  women  agricultural 
labourei-s  interested,  and  we  can  see  that  when  the  war  is  over  branches  will 
be  started  in  these  places.  I  should  like  to  see  a  closer  relationship  between 
trade  unions  and  co-operative  societies,  and  to  get  out  and  save  the  agricultural 
labourer  from  the  tyranny  of  the  landowning  classes,  the  landed  squire,  and 
the  parson  who  refuse  the  men  a  place  to  meet  in  to  conduct  their  business. 
We  in  the  co-operative  movement  stand  for  freedom,  and  that  being  so  we 
must  stand  by  the  agricultural  labourers ;  so  I  hope  that  in  any  future  propa- 
ganda you  will  not  leave  the  agricultural  labourer  where  he  is.  If  you  do,  we 
can  do  no  good  with  him  under  the  landowning  classes. 

Mr.  Shotton,  in  answer  to  a  question  regarding  Mr.  GriflBths,  propa- 
gandist, said  :  The  committee  have  decided  to  retain  the  services  of  Mr. 
Griffiths  and  to  see  to  his  welfare  as  long  as  necessary. 

The  report  was  then  adopted. 

JOINT  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  AND  PARLIAMENTARY 

REPRESENTATION    COMMITTEE. 

(See  Report  23,  page  146.) 

Mr.  T.  W.  Allen  (Co-operative  Insurance),  on  behalf  of  the  Joint 
Parliamentary  Committee,  introduced  the  discussion.  He  said  :  From  our 
point  of  view  there  are  three  questions  whicli  will  shape  the  fabric  and  have 
a  permeating  effect  on  the  future  of  the  movement :  these  are  food  control, 
Parliamentary  action,  and  the  new  place  given  to  the  women  in  national 
affairs.  And  the  last  will  be  most  patent  of  all.  Five-sixths  of  the  women 
are  wives  and  mothers,  and  either  directly  as  members  or  indirectly  a«  wives 
of  members  are  associated  with  the  stores.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  they 
will  be  the  chief  factor  in  consolidating  the  co-operative  position,  and  they 
will  shape  largely  the  policy  and  mould  materially  the  future  of  the  co-opera- 
tive societies.  With  their  new  political  power  they  will  become  the  real  master 
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builders,  and  non«  will  be  freer  than  they  from  the  trammels  of  corrupt 
political  interests.  Our  co-operative  women  have  a  message  for  the  State, 
and  the  movement  which  we  men  cannot  deliver  on  their  behalf,  and  until 
they  have  full  opportunity  of  delivering  this  message  our  work  will  be  but 
half  done.  We  must  recognise  that  with  this  new  political  outlook  all  state- 
craft is  revolutionised  from  the  monjent  we  admit  the  principle  that  both 
sexes  are  part  and  parcel  in  all  that  goes  to  build  a  nation  and  mould  a  state. 

The  establishment  of  the  food  control  machine  has  come  so  quickly,  and 
with  so  wide  a  sweep,  that  it  is  impossible  yet  to  visualise  it  or  appraise  it 
as  a  whole.  It  has  been  exposed  to  the  criticism  of  every  class,  because  it 
touches  every  class  of  the  community.  It  must  be  confessed  that  the  co- 
operative movement  was  among  the  first  to  urge  State  control  as  a  war-time 
necessity,  and  in  the  process  it  has  suffered  such  daily  irritation  and  incon- 
venience as  to  goad  and  impair  the  moral  of  our  people  and  shake  the  faith 
of  the  members  in  the  efficiency  of  our  co-operative  organisation.  To  solve 
such  a  vast  and  difficult  problem  as  the  organisation  of  the  food  supply  of 
the  nation  in  time  of  scarcity,  maintaining  at  the  same  time  the  entire 
machinery  of  an  effete  and  obsolete  system  of  distribution,  could  have  but 
one  end.  The  nation's  food  bill,  as  dealt  with  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  is 
estimated  at  £700,000.000,  and  the  co-operative  distributive  trade  for  all 
commodities  totals  £140,000,000.  The  movem.ent  stands  in  a  relationship  of 
one  to  seven  with  regard  to  supplies,  and  of  one  to  four  in  respect  of 
population.  Here  is  the  seicret  of  all  our  trouble;  here  is  the  cause  of 
resistance  on  the  part  of  the  "trade''  at  any  attempt  to  disturb  the  old 
order.  Government  departments  are  characteristically  British  in  this  respect, 
that  they  proceed  less  by  foresight  than  through  trial  and  error.  If  the  Food 
Ministry  had  simply  stopped  at  fixing  prices  to  the  consumer,  leaving  it  to 
the  traders  to  survive  through  ordinary  methods  of  competition!  or  efficiency 
of  service,  its  task  would  have  been  simplified.  But  it  could  not  stop  there. 
It  had  to  run  the  whole  gamut  of  the  instrument  of  business,  fixing  the  share 
of  profit  for  each  class  of  operator,  a  method  which  led  to  the  largest  possible 
claim  being  made  by  every  section  for  trade  and  profit.  To  call  in  business 
men  was  an  undoubted  necessity ;  but  if  it  had  been  left  to  them,  as  it  was 
at  the  beginning,  to  hold  the  balance  between  themselves  and  the  consumer, 
we  should  have  been  in  a  sad  plight.  The  fact  that  profiteering  has  declined 
in  recent  months  is  due  to  the  splendid  efforts  of  the  Ministry  and  the  civil 
servants.  Co-operafion  has  been  able  to  play  a  large  part  in  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  aided  by  the  Consumers'  Council.  Although  we  have  suffered  a  good 
deal,  yet  I  feel  the  worst  is  behind.  By  persistent  effort  one  barrier  has 
fallen  after  another  and  justice  cannot  long  be  denied.  We  have  to  remember 
that  Justice,  like  Truth,  must  be  pursued,  and  we  must  counsel  all  co-operators 
to  be  vigilant.  The  co-operative  movement  has  lost  no  opportunity  in  any 
place  to  serve  the  consumers'  best  interests,  and  we  must  indeed  press  more 
often  for  such  opportunities.  We  must-be  capable  of  flexibility  and  adapta- 
bility. We  have  a  duty  to  the  consumer  which  we  dare  not  shirk,  whatever 
the  cost.     Food  control  will  not  end  with  the  war,   and  we  shall  not  pass 
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through  a  peace  conference  from  universal  depletion  to  sudden  plenty.  That 
peace  will  bring  either  an  abundance  of  food  or  freedom  from  control  is 
an  illusion.  We  shall  take  our  distresses  with  us  into  the  future,  and  none 
can  forecast  for  how  long  high  prices  and  scarcity  will  prevail.  Our  place 
then  must  be  at  the  heart  of  things,  every  time  and  at  all  times,  that  we 
might  preserve  and  claim  our  own. 

That  brings  us  to  our  final  point,  the  importance  and  seriousness  of  our 
political  propaganda.  Any  organisation  which  does  not  develop  its  defence, 
that  does  not  create  machineo-y  of  immunity,  must  go  under.  Events  do  not 
happen,  we  have  to  mould  them.  An  efficient  political  organisation  does  not 
emerge  with  the  wave  of  a  magic  wand,  but  through  close  organisation.  I 
sometimes  feel  that  we  do  not  realise  the  immense  power  we  have  in  our  hands 
as  co-operators.  We  are  a  great  and  powerful  body,  but  we  are  also  a  great 
and  potential  power.  If  we  have  truly  learnt  the  lessons  of  past  experience 
we  shall  be  urgent  to  shape  our  movement  into  a  great  and  powerful  body 
of  organised  political  opinion. 

There  are  three  great  ideals  presently  struggling  for  a  mastery.  The 
ideal  of  all  forms  of  Prussianism,  which  turns  fields  into  cemeteries,  and 
considers  mercy  a  weakness  and  peace  something  to  be  -despised.  The  ideal 
of  class  war  ends  in  anarchy.  The  ideal  commonwealth  refeiTed  to  by  our 
Chairman,  which  is  the  application  to  the  field  of  government  and  the  social 
policy  of  the  law  of  human  brotherhood.  The  last  must  be  our  choice.  There 
is  no  better  task  for  us  in  these  days  than  to  pursue  it  with  all  oinf  might. 

When  Mr.  Allen  concluded,  the  President  intimated  that  it  was  proposed 
to  take  the  report  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Mr.  F.  Jennings  (Pendleton)  :  I  am  in  the  objectionable  position  of 
having  to  offer  the  most  severe  criticism  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
and  to  say,  for  Pendleton,  that  it  is  inept  and  incapable  of  carrying  out 
its  duty  or  that  it  fails  to  conceive  what  it  has  to  do  to  organise  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  for  political  work.  In  Pendleton  we  have  a  fine  town  for 
the  application  of  co-operative  politics.  In  conjunction  with  other  forces — 
though  not  affiliated  with  any  party — we  feel  sure  that  we  could  carry  our 
candidate.  Having  been  ripe  for  years  for  political  action,  we  have  set 
up  machinery.  Those  other  forces  met  us;  but  we  could  not  come  to  an 
agreement  as  to  a  candidate,  and  we  said  :  Let  us  refer  it  to  the  Labour 
Party  and  to  our  own  Parliamentary  Committee.  That  was  on  27th  December. 
To-day  is  the  20th  of  May,  and  we  are  yet  waiting 

The  President  :  I  do  not  know,  Mr.  Jennings,  if  I  can 

Mr.  Jennings  :  I  was  afraid  that  was  coming. 

The  President  :  You  will  have  a  more  proper  opportunity  when  we  come 
to  the  page  dealing  with  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section),  on  the  paragraph  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee's  report  dealing  with  the  position  of  women  under  the 
new  franchise  laws,  said  she  was  anxious  that  the  movement  should  get  the 
six  million  women  who  were  enfranchised.  The  co-operative  women  had 
equal  rights  with  co-operative  men  in  respect  to  shareholding  and  government. 
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Th«  constikition  of  the  movement  knew  no  difference  of  sex.  She  wanted 
to  see  some  machinery  provided  which  would  secure  that  all  the  womien 
would  be  able  to  see  that  their  names  were  on  the  register.  Most  of  the 
men's  namjes  were  on  before.  The  men  had  had  the  privilege  of  citizenship. 
The  time  had  come  to  put  the  women's  names  on,  and  unless  something  was 
done  in  our  committee  rooms  we  would  not  have  all  the  women's  names  on, 
for  there  was  a  mass  of  men  and  women  whonu  nothing  would  arouse.  We 
had  to  get  these  names  on.  It  was  part  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee's 
work  to  tell  us'  how  to  do  this.  No  time  was  to  be  lost.  A  society  that 
had  no  women's  guild  should  call  meetings  of  the  women  members  and  have 
the  whole  thing  explained,  so  that  the  co-operative  party  would  be  able  to 
show  its  strength. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiB  (Coventry)  urged  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
should  have  been  doing  something  to  counteract  the  work  of  the  Women's 
Party  that  was  setting  itself  out  to  capture  the  co-operative  votes.  The 
only  party  that  had  been  counteracting  the  work  was  the  women's  guild.  The 
guild  had  been  taking  steps  to  bring  into  existence  a  local  committee  for 
Parliamentary  work  and  local  work.  They  had  been  waiting  for  a  lead 
from  the  committee  appointed  last  October,  but  the  work  of  the  local  com- 
mittee was  being  held  up  by  red  tape.  That  was  the  only?  interpretation 
which  could  be  placed  upon  the  actions  of  these  two  committees.  "  We 
want  an  end  to  that.  We  want  to  begin  the  real  spade-work  which  will 
establish  the  Commonwealth  spoken  about  this  morning  We  want  to  work 
with  the  men ;  but  I  notice  that  when  a  woman  gets  up  there  is  a  titter " 

The  President  :  No,  no  !  They  are  really  proud  to  see  you. 

Mrs.  CoRRiE  (continuing)  :  I  believe  this  work  is  necessai-y,  and  I  hope 
the  delegates  here  from  societies  which  have  not  yet  got  their  committees 
set  up  will  go  back  and  get  to  the  work  at  once.  It  is  necessary,  especially 
when  you  get  the  organisers  of  the  Women's  Party  telling  the  co-operative 
women  that  the  movement  is  subsidised  by  Parliament  because  it  does  not 
pay  the  excess  profits  tax.  W©  are  having  co-operative  women,  who  should 
know  better,  coming  to  us  asking  :   "  Is  that  true?  " 

Mr.  J.  Penny  (Sheffield  and  Ecclesall)  :  The  extension  to  women  of  the 
Parliamentary  vote  is  the  most  important  revolution  that  ha^  affected  this 
coimtry  for  a  very  long  time.  Politics  are  going  to  be  put  on  a  new  plane; 
I  am  by  no  means  certain  that  the  plane  was  going  to  be  a  higher  one  than 
we  hadi  before.  Six  million  women  are  going  to  have  the  vote.  Are  these 
women  going  to  use  it  progressively  or  retrogressively  ?  I  have  been  in  favour 
of  their  having  the  vote,  because  they  are  human  beings  entitled  to  vote 
as  much  as  men,  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  women  are  going  to  be  a  very 
reactionary  force  in  the  country  unless  action  is  taken.  Women  in  our 
co-operative  guilds  believe  in  progress — women  of  the  nation  do  not.  I  want 
to  warn  co-operators  generally  that  there  is  going  to  be  an  angling  for  the 
woman's  vote.  A  lot  of  women  will  respond  to  tlie  angling,  without  thinking 
things  out  for  themselves,  unless  something  happens.  Women  have  no 
traditional  feeling  with  regard  to  the  Liberal  or  Conservative  parties  or  the 
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Socialist  Party,  as  men  have  had  in  the  past.  I  am  speaking  of  the  great 
bulk  of  women;  I  am  &i>eaking  of  5,800,000  out  of  6,000,000.  There  will 
be  200,000  alive;  there  will  be  millions  not  alert.  There  is  the  danger.  I 
do  not  think  that  women  will  be  carried  away  by  traditional  allegiance  to  the 
Conservative  or  Liberal  parties.  I  do  not  think  that  women  will  be  carried 
forward  by  the  trade-union  party.  I  can  see  one  party  going  to  sweep  women 
into  politics — that  is  the  Church  party.  I  am  speaking  of  the  majority  of 
people.  The  Church  influence  in  politics  is  a  dangerous  influence.  The  one 
democratic  body  tliat  has  a  chance  of  getting  hold  of  women  in  politics  is 
the  co-operative  movement.  It  is  our  business  as  co-operators  to  organise 
the  women  forces  in  order  that  women  may  vote  progressively  for  uplifting 
men  and  women  in  the  creation  of  a  nobler  State. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Carding  (Leek  and  Moorlands)  :  I  rise  to  support  this.  What 
has  been  done  at  present  to  organise  the  women's  vote  has  not  been  done  by 
co-operative  organisations,  but  by  outside  organisations.  My  wife  is  a  guild 
secretary,  and  I  am  proud  of  it.  I  sometimes  see  the  copy  of  a  journal  repre- 
senting Englishwomen  called  Britannia,  in  which  I  notice  there  are  statements 
showing  that  various  political  bodies  have  begun  to  move.  Even  the 
religious  bodies  are  tiying  to  draw  women's  votes  in  a  certain  direction.  The 
only  pamphlet  I  have  seen  is  one  marked  No.  4,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
entitled  "Women  Co-operators  and  the  Vote,"  issued  by  the  Liberal  Co- 
operative Committee,  and  is  signed  by  J.  C.  Carroll.  What  are  we  doing  ? 
Whilst  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  are  squabbling  other 
organisations  are  moving.  That  has  always  been  the  case  with  our  so-called 
progressive  Union.  Let  us  have  less  squabbling  and  more  work.  The  women 
will  not  make  the  mistakes  which  the  men  have  made.  Mr.  Penny  has 
told  us  that  out  of  6,000,000  there  are  only  200.000  intelligent  women.  It 
is  not  a  laughing  question.  Many  men  have  had  for  years  the  vote,  but  have 
never  realised  the  value  of  the  vote  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  I 
exercise.  What  is  wanted  is  more  education.  Let  us  treat  this  as  a  serious 
matter  and  get  a  move  on. 

Mr.  E.  Whiteley  (Manchester  and  Salford)  :  The  dangers  that  are  referred 
to  are  real,  and  not  imaginary.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  speaking  to 
women's  guilds  in  various  parts  of  the  country  with  respect  to  the  work  of 
co-operative  organisation,  and  in  every  part  the  women's  guilds  are  ready  and 
willing  to  work,  but  they  do  not  get  the  support  of  the  men.  The  desires  are 
set  forth,  not  only  by  women's,  but  by  men's  organisations.  I  want  to 
make  one  point  clear  that  wiU  be  of  use  to  women's  guilds  and  to  all  of 
us  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land — There  is  no  movement  so 
complete  as  the  co-operative  movement  for  making  a  co«mpl©te  political 
organisation.  I  hope  you  will  put  women  on  committees,  for  they  are  anxious 
and  willing  to  work ;  and  when  you  do  form  your  committees,  I  suggest  you 
should  allow  to  them  facilities  for  taking  the  lists  of  the  names  and  addresses 
of  the  members  and  having  them  allocated  to  the  members  of  the  committees. 
If  they  will  do  that,  then  they  will  get  the  opportunity  of  organising 
the  co-operative  vote.     The  Parliamentary  Committee  will  have  something 
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to  say  where  co-operative  candidates  are  to  be  elected ;  and  that  is  where 
the  strength  of  our  movement  is  going  to  be,  either  to  puti  a  man  in  or  to 
keep  a  man  out. 

EXCESS  PEOFITS  DUTY. 

Mr.   H.  J.  May  :  I  am  not  going  to  take  up  the  time  allotted  to  me  in 
moving  the  following  resolution.     It  is  simply  one  allotted  last  year  : — 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  its  previous  resolutions  as  to  the  injustice 

of  the   application  of   the   excess   profits   duty   to  the   ordinary 

operations    of    co-operative    societies,     expresses    its    profound 

dissatisfaction  with  the  present  position  of  this  question  and  the 

attitude  of  the  Government  towards  it,  and  strongly  supports  the 

Parliamentary   Committee   in   the   continuance  of   its   efforts   to 

obtain  relief  for  the  movement  from  the  unfair  burden  of  this 

duty. 

If  you  will  turn  to  the  report  you  will  see  there  the  result  of  the  effort 

.made   in  this   direction   during   the   past   year,   and   also   Mr.    Bonar   Law's 

reply.     He  said  :   "  I  am  not  going  to  be  sympathetic     Frankly,  I   do  not 

agree  with  the  case  which  you  have  put.     In  a  war  with  a  general  tax  of 

this  kind,  it  is  obvious  that  there  must  be  inequalities.     As  far  as   I   can 

speak,  I  CDuId  not  consent  to  go  back  on  what  has  been  done.     As  regards 

the  tax  as  it  stands  to-day,  it  is  open  to  revision,  which  can  be  raised  in  the 

House  of  Commons  when  the  time  comes.     So  far  as  I  can  judge,  looking 

from  the  point  of  view  I  have  put  to  you  that  there  is  a  great  war  on  and 

that  you  ought  to  contribute  something,  what  I  ask  you  to  do  is  not  unfair 

from  that  point  of  view.     It  has  been  etated  that  what  has  been  done  by 

the  Government  as  regards  the  excess  profits  duty  will  prejudice  the  income 

tax  question.     This  is  an  exceptional  tax,  and  nothing  done  with  regard  to 

it  can  be  regarded  as  prejudicing  any  question  after  the  war." 

The  resolution  is  therefore  justified  by  the  march  of  events.  During 
the  past  year  I  have  had  the  honour — I  am  not  sure  whether  it  is  a  privilege 
or  a  pleasure — of  answering  some  severe  criticisms  on  this  matter,  on  behalf 
of  the  committee;  and  we  have  been  assured,  on  behalf  of  every  responsible 
Minister  who  has  touched  this  question,  that  the  excess  profits  duty  is  one 
imposed  in  an  emergency  and  for  the  period  of  the  war,  and  one  that 
nobody.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  or  others,  would  see  the  possibility 
of  carrying  on  after  the  war.  During  the  last  few  weeks  it  has  begun  to  he 
increasingly  evident,  in  view  of  the  ever- increasing  national  debt  and  the 
looming  in  the  future  of  tremendous  burdens  of  taxation,  that  the  Government 
are  indicating  clearly  their  intention  to  definitely  continue  this  excess  profits 
tax  after  the  war.  Therefore  w^e  are  justified  in  coming  to  you  this  afternoon 
and  urging  upon  you  that  there  is  a  danger,  unless  we  are  more  vigorous  in 
our  action  than  we  have  been,  of  this  tax  ceasing  to  have  the  character 
which  Mr.  Bonar  Law  says  it  has.  The  tax  threatens  to  become  a  menace 
to  our  movement,  an  attack  on  our  trade,  and  a  permanent  part  of  our  fiscal 
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system.  There  is  another  point  I  should  like  to  emphasise  to-day,  and  that 
is  with  the  burden  of  debt  that  is  being  built  up  and  the  menace  of  taxation 
in  the  future.  There  will  be  an  attempt  made  in  the  British  House  of 
Commons  to  shift  these  burdens  from  other  shoulders  and  put  them  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  workers  in  a  more  effective  manner  than  before.  There 
is  one  other  point,  and  that  is  that  I'elief  must  at  least  be  secured  from  the 
ever-increasing  levies  on  capital.  We  put  it  forward  inmiediately  that  tax 
was  imposed  that  the  levies  on  increased  capital  should  not  be  made  on 
co-operative  societies,  as  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  had  previously  decided, 
namely,  on  the  basis  of  increased  numbers,  but — as  applied  to  any  other 
trading  concern  in  the  country — by  the  actual  aggregate  increase  of  capital. 
The  Union  took  the  matter  up  again  after  a  well-known  judgment  by  the 
Commissioners,  but  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities  refused  to  allow  the 
contention,  and  stated  that  a  legal  point  was  involved.  A  few  weeks  ago, 
however,  the  considered — ^ajnd  it  was  a  coneiderable  advance — ^that,  as  a 
measure  of  justice,  these  levies  on  capital  shall  be  calculated  for  co-operative 
societies  on  the  same  bases  as  for  traders,  and  that  any  accumulated  payments 
made  during  the  imposition  of  the  tax  shall  be  refunded  on  proper  application 
being  made. 

Mr.  W.  Bentley  (Bolton)  :  A  number  of  us  who  have  been  attending  the 
Congress  for  the  last  few  years  are  getting  a  bit  tired  of  the  blocks  put  in 
the  way  of  resolutions  of  this  kind,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  give  credit  to 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  having  stuck  so  well  to  their  task.  We. 
as  secretaries,  have  maintained  right  from  the  outset  that  it  was  a  rank 
injustice,  particularly  on  co-operative  societies,  when  the  Government  levied 
the  tax,  because  a  co-operative  society  does  not,  and  never  has,  made  profite 
— they  are  deferred  discounts.  I  cannot  see  for  the  world  why  co-operative 
societies  are  differently  taxed.  A  word  of  warning  was  given  to  societies 
to  be  careful  in  regard  to  what  they  did  about  their  capital.  There  may  be 
another  War  Loan,  he  said,  wnth  the  result  that  there  may  be  a  doubling 
of  the  capital  in  the  movement.  In  our  own  society,  at  Bolton,  for  the  second 
accounting  period,  we  paid  £2,700,  and  for  the  third  we  had  a  liability  of 
over  £4,000!  But,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  we  never  paid  that.  When  the 
new  computation'  arrived  the  whole  of  the  figures  were  gone  into,  with  the 
result  that  led  us  to  demand  the  old  £2,700,  in  addition  to  which  the  liability 
of  £4,000  was  changed  into  a  credit  of  over  £500,  which  in  1918  will 
aggregate  a  credit  of  £12,000  into  a  credit  of  £18,000.  It  is  a  very  important 
matter.  We  want  the  societies  to  reaiTange  the  whole  of  the  calculations 
right  back  to  the  first  accounting  period  and  the  pre-war  standard.  Co-opera- 
tive societies  have  been  mulcted  in  very  large  sums  of  money.  We  do  not 
make  profits,  so  why  charge  excess  profits?  We  must  again  urge  on  the 
Government  the  withdrawal  of  the  co-operative  movement  from  the  gross 
injustice  of  these  conditions. 

Mr.  F.  H.  West  (Plymouth)  :  We  claim  in  the  West  of  England  to  be  a 
progrewive  society.     We  have  got  56,000  members — 58,000  now — and  they 
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are  agreed,  almost  to  a  member,  that  we  refuse  to  pay  the  tax.  The  authorities 
have  demanded  £26,000  at  present,  but  we  have  not  paid  a  halfpenny  of  it. 
We  have  suggested  to  the  Prime  Minister  himself  that  if  he  wants  this  tax 
he  had  better  come  and  collect  it  from  the  individuals  himself.  Up  to  the 
present  we  have  not  seen  him.  And  when  you  get  such  eminent  counsel  as 
were  engaged  by  the  Plymouth  Society,  and  they  proved  to  you  the  injustice 
that  was  being  done  to  the  working  classes — I  say  it  must  be  removed  !  It 
is  up  to  us  to  show  a  united  front  and  demand  our  rights.  If  you  noticed, 
when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  spoke  on  the  matter  he  never  came 
to  the  real  point.  We  have  proved  it  by  counsel  engaged  that  the  tax  is 
unjust;  and  I  know  it  is  unjust  to  the  working  classes.  It)  is  up  to  usi, 
then,  as  a  co-operative  movement,  to  kick  against  this  injustice  for  all  we 
are  worth.  The  Government  want  money,  and  they  are  not  particular  where 
they  get  it  from.  What  we  say  is  that  the  tax  should  be  put  on  the  shoulders 
of  those  best  able  to  bear  it. 

Mr.  May,  answering  questions,  said  :  Mr.  Bentley's  remarks  were  very 
helpful,  and  the  matter  he  mentions,  although  it  has  never  been  forgotten. 
I  will  bring  it  before  the  committee  again  and  have  it  emphasised  on  future 
occasions.  If  you  will  examine  the  quarterly  report  of  the  Union  you  will 
find  it  put  in  again,  but  next  time  we  will  have  it  underlined  and  put  capitals 
on  it.  The  Leeds  Society  is  well  represented  here ;  well,  it  has  taken 
this  question  up  since  the  alteration  was  made  and  received  a  rebate  of 
£14,435.  I  hope  that  will  prevent  our  friends  from  saying  "  It  was  not  worth 
the  candle."  I  would  advise  you  also  not  to  shout  too  soon.  Our  Welsh  friend 
has  been  telling  us  that  nobody  has  come  near  his  society  yet.  He  had  better 
not  let  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  "hear  that,  or  he  will  send  somebody 
yet. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

THE  DATUM   PERIOD. 

The  Congress  next  passed  to  the  discussion  of  the  "  datum  period.'' 
Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  this  Congress  strongly  protests  against  the  continuance  of  the 

"  datum  period  "  in  the  schemes  of  control  of  foodstuffs  adopted 

by   the    Ministry    of    Food ;    it    declares   that   such    a   basis   of 

distribution  in  the  present  crisis  is  contrary  to  the  interests  of 

consumers,  and  calls  for  its  immediate  abolition.       Further,   it 

demands  that   the   control  or  rationing  of   any   article   of   food 

shall  be  immediately  followed  by  the  registration  of  customers 

with  retailers  and  the  registration  of  wholesalers,  in  order  that 

available  supplies  may  be  equitably  distributed. 

Mr.    Charter  said  :    I   do  not  think  it  needs   any  words   of   mine  to  make 

you  give  an  unanimous  vote  on  this  question.     The  President  has  pointed 

out  not  only  the  difficulties  we  have  been  against,  but  went  fairly  closely  into 
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detail  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  veeted  interests  when  they  get  to  work  in 
opposition  to  the  co-operative  movement.  And,  take  it  from  me,  as  well  as 
from  the  Chairman,  that  we  have  had  two  or  three  years'  acting  as  far  as 
we  can,  and  as  well  as  we  can,  on  your  behalf  in  order  to  fix  the  Government 
on  this  fact,  but  wherever  we  went  the  vested  interests  were  there  all  the 
time  and  every  time.  Pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  authorities,  and 
we  are  now  promised  that  the  datum  period  will  be  abolished  as  regards  some 
articles;  but  still  the  supplies  in  some  years  will  be  the  basis  upon  which 
our  supplies  will  be  drawn ;  and  if  this  is  a  different  way  from  the  datum 
period  I  fail  to  understand  it.  The  membership  of  co-operative  societies  has 
grown  greatly,  and  they  have  kept  their  prices  down,  while  the  private  traders 
were  making  fortunes  on  their  large  surplus  stocks;  and  yet  the  supplies  of 
essential  commodities  are  to  be  based  on  this  datum  period  !  If  we  can 
abolish  the  principle  of  the!  datum  period  we  get  rid  of  75  per  cent  of  our 
trouble  on  the  food  question.  Look  at  the  sugar  legislation  and  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  One  quarter  of  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  is  registered  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  our 
opponents  saw  this;  and  do  you  think  they  were  going  to  allow  a  quarter 
of  the  distribution  of  food  to  go  through  co-operative  channels  without  a 
fight  ?  Believe  me,  they  do  not  intend  to  do  it.  If  you  have  any  doubt  on 
the  feelings  of  our  competitors  in  regard  to  what  has  been  done,  read  some 
of  the  trade  journals.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  Grocer,  which  gives 
some  idea  of  what  some  of  our  competitors  think  of  co-operation  generally. 
I  want  to  tell  you  of  the  insidious  way  they  have  in  circulating  their  gospel. 
There  is  a  letter  from  a  member  of  the  Tea  Executive,  in  which  he  deplores 
the  fact  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  have  been  allocated  a  certain 
quantity  of  tea,  and  cries  in  the  name  of  the  small  shopkeepers  who  have 
to  pay  income  tax  on  their  trade.  But  he  is  not  a  small  trader.  He  is  on  the 
Tea  Executive  and  the  manager  of  one  of  the  largest  multiple  shops  in  the 
country.  This  is  how  attempts  are  made  to  keep  back  the  co-operative 
movement.  I  want  this  to  be  my  final  word.  It  appears  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  Food  Journal: — "One  of  the  supreme  lessons  of  the  war  is  that  the 
will  of  the  individual  must  be  subordinated  to  the  will  of  the  community." 
I  ask  you  in  this/  sense  to  tell  the  Government  from  this  Congress  that  we 
require  that  all  essential  food  shall  be  properly  rationed,  and  that  tiiere  shall 
be  a  registration  of  customers,  which  will  free  co-operators  from  the  fear 
that  they  will  not  get  as  much  in  the  stores  as  elsewhere. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Allen  (Co-operative  Insurance),  seconding  the  resolution, 
said  :  I  have  a  communication  which,  I  think,  will  shorten  the  discussion. 
It  has  been  represented  again  and  again  to  the  ^linistry  of  Food  that  the 
co-operative  movement  suffered  materially  owing  to  the  datimi  period  system 
of  indenting.  Our  societies  have  been  asked  :  Why  ie  it  that  food  is  obtain- 
able at  various  private  traders'  shops  and  not  at  the  co-operative  society's  shop  ? 
The  answer  to  that  is  a  very  simple  one.  To  attempt  to  feed  thirteen  millions 
with  food  enough  for  ten  millions  leads  to  chaos  and  shortage.     That  has 
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been  our  position  because  of  the  operation  of  the  datum  period  system.  We 
have  suffered  in  another  direction,  because  co-operators  themselves  have 
discovered  a  new  loyalty  to  their  own  organisations,  and  the  societies  to  the 
wholesales,  since  the  war  began.  We  have  made  something  like  three-quarters 
of  a  million  members  since  the  war  began.  That  meant  three  million  more 
units  to  provide  for,  and  that  has  been  the  root  of  our  dislocation.  That  has 
been  impressed  upon  the  notice  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  I  am  happy  to 
have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Clynes  which  he  has  given  me  for  this  Congress.  It 
reads  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Allen. — It  would  have  been  a  great  pleasure  to  me  had 
it  been  possible  to  attend  the  Co-operative  Congress,  if  only  for  a  very 
short  time.  I  have  not  been  able  to  devise  any  means  for',  getting  to 
Liverpool  consistent  with  other  duties  which  have  imposed  a  prior 
claim  upon  me.  I  would  like  to  assure  you  that  I  am  conscious  of  a 
number  of  food  control  committees  having  failed  adequately  to  meet 
the  views  expressed  by  Lord  Rhondda  and  myself  that  these  committees 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  experience  and  ability  of  co-operative 
representatives  in  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  local  food  committees. 
The  more  a  system  of  rationing  is  extended,  the  more  necessary  it  will 
be  that  such  service  should  be  used,  and  that  the  confidence  of  the 
consuming  public  should  be  increased  by  adding  co-operative  repre- 
sentatives to  the  committee. 

"  I  conclude  that  what  we  have  been  able  to  do  on  the  subject 
of  tea  will  go  far  to  remove  the  admitted  grievance  of  co-operators 
with  regard  to  that  article,  and  I  look  to  the  rationing  of  any  other 
article  of  food  to  be  on  the  basis  of  registration  of  consumers  with 
retailers,  the  registration  of  retailers  with  wholesalers,  and  the  equal 
distribution  of  commodities  according  to  revealed  requirements,  and 
not  according  to  any  '  datum  period.'  The  datum  period  or  other 
devices  meant  as  temporary  measures  can  no  longer  be  justified  after 
the  experience  acquired  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our  rationing 
system  must  last  a  considerable  time  even  after  the  war  is  ended.  We 
wish  to  give  no  advantage  whatever  to  private  trading  enterprises 
compared  with  co-operative  organisations,  and  as  the  services  of  co- 
operators,  discharged  in  the  interests  of  consumers  and  not  for  the 
purposes  of  making  profit,  have  been  acknowledged  in  the  most 
responsible  quarters,  I  trust  that  the  relations  between  co-operative 
oi'ganisations  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  in  the  future  be  much 
improved.  We  should  be  fair  to  private  traders,  and  see  that 
necessary  services  in  food  distribution  are  reasonably  paid  for,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  this  can  be  done,  not  only  without  injury  to 
co-operators,  but  by  using  to  the  full  assistance  which  co-operative 
organisations  are  prepared  to  give. — Yours  sincerely, 

"  (Signed)  J.  R.  Clynes." 
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Mr.  Clynes  {Mr.  Allen  continued)  is  a  man  who,  I  believe,  will  not  flinch 
from  his  sense  of  duty,  whatever  powers  may  be  brought  aga.inst  him ;  and  I 
believe  we  may  pass  this  resolution  without  further  discussion. 

The  President  :  Those  in  favour  of  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Charter 
say  "Aye."       The  "Ayes"  have  it. 

After  the  General  Secretary  had  made  several  announcements  the  Congress 
rose  for  the  day. 
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TUESDAY.  2 1  St  MAY,    t9t8. 

M.40H> 

MORNING    SITTING. 


The  Presient,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  :  We  have  a  long  pro- 
gramme before  us  to-day,  and  plenty  of  room  for  discussion.  I  trust  that  it 
will  be  carried  on  in  the  same  good  temper  as  on  Monday  and  that  the  result 
will  be  satisfactory  at  the  end  of  the  day's  proceedings. 

THE  SCOTTISH  SECTION  ELECTION. 

The  General  Secbetary  :  The  Central  Board  held  a  special  meeting  at 
the  close  of  Congress  yesterday,  and  decided  to  recommend  a  settlement  nf 
the  difficulty  in  the  Scottish  Section  on  the  following  lines  : — 

(1)  That  the  nine  candidates  who  had  received  a  clear  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  should  be  declared  elected. 

(2)  That  the  thirty-four  societies  referred  to  should  be  written  to 
asking  for  the  names  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  had  voted  as  recorded 
in  their  minute  books. 

(3)  That  Congress  be  asked  to  agree  to  these  recommendations,  and 
that  the  vote  be  taken  amongst  the  Scottish  delegates  only. 

(4)  That  when  the  information  has  been  obtained,  the  scrutineer 
go  carefully  over  the  replies  anfl  votes  received,  and  that  the  whole 
result  of  the  voting  for  the  Scottish  Section  be  thereafter  published  in 
the  Scottish  Co-operator  and  the  Co-operative  News. 

The  President  :  Are  you  prepared  to  accept  the  recommendations  ? 
(Cries  of  "Yes"  and  "No.") 
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On  being  put  to  the  vote  it  was  decided  that  the  matter  should  be  settled 
by  the  whole  of  the  delegatee  voting.  This  vote  resulted  in  the  recommenda- 
tions being  negatived. 

The  President  :  As  the  decision  of  Congress  has  gone  against  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Central  Board,  a  new  voting  list  will  be  sent  to  the  Scottish 
societies. 

THE  EXCLUSION  OF  CO-OPERATIVE  ORGANISATIONS. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Dudley  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  The  resolution  I 
have  to  move,  in  the  name  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  reads  as  follows  : — 
That  this  Congrese  enters  its  emphatic  protest  against  the  practice  of 
the  Ministry  of  Food  in  scheduling  certain  channels  of  private 
trading  enterprise  as  the  only  means  of  supply  to  the  exclusion 
of  co-operative  organisations,  thus  compelling  our  societies  to 
place  their  orders  with  private  profiteers  to  the  financial  detriment 
of  their  own  federations,  and  in  direct  conflict  with  their 
eetablished  principles  as  organisations  of  consumers. 
You  will  notice  that  there  are  three  points  in  the  resolution.  The  first  one  is, 
the  exclusion  of  co-operative  organisations ;  secondly,  our  financial  detriment ; 
and,  thirdly,  the  whole  is  in  direct  conflict  to  our  principles  as  organised  con- 
sumers. I  believe  myself  that  we  should  have  some  mark  of  regret  in  having 
been  foi'ced  to  move  a  resolution  of  this  type  at  this  period.  In  the  first  place, 
I  am  going  to  introduce  this  question  by  telling  you  perfectly  candidly  where  I 
stand.  If  it  is  a  feature  of  strength  I  am  going  to  admit  it,  and  where  it  is  a 
featui'e  of  weakness  I  am  going  to  tell  you  quite  candidly.  Whenever  we  have 
gone  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  the  question  presented  to  us  has  been  :  "  In  pre- 
war times  did  you  sei-ve  the  whole  membership  through  the  Co-operative  Whole- 
sale Society  ?  "  What  have  we  to  say  ?  Whose  fault  is  it  we  have  not  done  so  ? 
We  must  realise,  friends,  that  we  have  displayed  our  weakness  as  co-operators 
when  claiming  to  be  co-operators.  When  we  come  to  look  at  the  question 
directly  we  find  that  the  Government,  and  the  Ministi-y  in  particular,  are  in 
this  position.  Whether  they  like  it  or  whether  they  do  not  they  have  to  co- 
operate as  a  community  at  the  present  time.  If  you  want  to  co-operate  you 
want  to  look  for  the  main  channels  of  organised  consumers  in  existence,  and  to 
utilise  them  to  the  advantage  of  the  greater  number.  In  asking  that  all 
trade  should  be  put  through  co-operative  channels  for  co-operative  purposes 
I  mean  this  :  Our  organisation  has  been  placed  at  the  Government's  disposal ; 
we  presented  to  them  all  our  forces,  and  put  all  our  agencies  at  their  com- 
mand, but  the  people  influencing  this  business  were  the  "  invisible  Govern- 
ment "  referred  to  by  our  Chairman.  Our  position  is  in  a  nutshell.  The 
Government  have  had  to  create  many  channels  and  bring  them  into  existence. 
For  this  one  purpose  why  did  not  they  take  our  channels  and  utilise  them  ? 
We  did  not  want  to  monopolise  them,  but  only  to  help  the  Government.  We 
want  to  be  reasonable  whenever  we  present  our  case.     We  put  ourselves  in  this 


Discussion  on  Report.  589 


position,  when  we  came  to  this  problem  we  did  not  find  one  wholesaler  and 
one  broker,  but  we  found  a  first  wholesaler  and  a  second  wholesaler,  a  first 
and  a  second  broker,  with  the  result  that  the  Government  did  not  know  where 
it  was  when  attempting  to  maintain  this  type  of  institution.  If  this  had  been 
passed  through  a  co-operative  channel  we  should  have  found  ourselves  in  a 
position  of  a  clear  straight  course.  We  are  not  claiming  anything  but  to 
safeguard  the  nation's  interest.  This  channel  has  been  adopted  by  every 
other  counti*y,  including  Germany.  In  this  country  we  are  told  to  expect 
more  liberty.  We  are  fighting  for  liberty  here.  Our  enemies  have  been 
enti'enched  and  hold  a  very  strong  position.  In  this  resolution  I  am  asking 
you  to  do  no  injustice  to  anybody ;  we  are  asking  you  to  defend  yourselves, 
and  the  Government  to  do  its  duty  to  a  great  body  of  consumers  it  professes 
to  represent.  We  are  the  most  economical  channel  through  which  the  produce 
can  be  passed.  I  ask  you  to  accept  this  resolution  unanimously.  We  are 
merely  claiming  our  rights,  and  are  not  seeking  to  cause  detriment  to  others. 
We  are  asking  for  something  which  ought  to  be  supported  by  all  in  favour  of  a 
fair-minded  Government. 

Mr.  W.  Lander  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  I  rise  to  second,  with 
mixed  feelings  of  disappointment  with  the  co-operative  movement,  because  of 
the  lack  of  action  before  now.  I  begin  to  think  that  if  co-operators  do  not 
rouse  themselves  and  wake  up  there  will  be  no  co-operative  movement  left 
at  all  after  the  war.  Even  those  whose  interests  are  against  us  are  sufficiently 
strong  to  extinguish  us.  I  speak  from  intimate  knowledge  of  what  there  was 
before  the  war.  I  take  this  morning.  We  get  our  newspaper  and  what  do 
we  find  ?  Labour  can  get  a  column  and  a  half  report  and  the  co-operative 
movement  is  limited  to  about  a  dozen  or  fourteen  lines.  Do  we  not  represent 
Democracy  ?  Have  we  any  right  to  be  snubbed  in  that  way  ?  Who  buys  the 
papers  that  snub  you  ?  I  tell  you  candidly  that  one  of  the  most  vital  things 
to  come  before  Congress  this  time  is  the  interference  with  you  as  a  co-operative 
movement.  At  the  very  beginning  of  the  war  we  offered  our  great  movement 
to  the  Government,  stating  that  we  had  got  the  machinery  and  would  save  the 
country  millions  of  money  if  our  offer  was  accepted.  But  no ;  the  War 
Cabinet  have  decided  and  instructed  the  heads  of  various  departments  that 
the  ordinary  channels  of  trade  are  not  to  be  interfered  with,  so  that  they 
could  resume  after  the  war.  I  am  a  member  of  one  or  two  reconstruction 
committees.  Well,  here  is  your  chance  for  reconstruction  before  the  war  is 
over;  as  simple  as  possible.  But  no,  everything  has  to  go  through  the 
ordinary  channels.  Take  the  buying  of  corn.  The  co-operative  movement 
has  to  pay  threepence  to  the  man  who  is  a  broker ;  another  man  has  the  dis- 
tribution of  that,  and  he  gets  threepence  a  quarter.  That  was  sixpence  a 
quarter,  and  neither  men  had  handled  anything  but  a  piece  of  paper.  The 
Government  had  decided  to  give  to  the  English  farmer,  for  home-grown  wheat. 
Is.  2d.  a  quai'ter  for  the  self-same  that  he  was  asking  Is.  l^d.  and  less  for 
before ;  and  so  it  is  going  on.  Many  of  you  know  my  views  on  politics.  We 
are  on  dangerous  lines  and  ought  to  go  slowly,  but  by  financial  and  commercial 
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interests,  they  are  two  great  mediams.      Let  us  go  together  in  one  united, 

solid  block  and  break  the  lot  down  and  clear  the  way. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Douse  (Nottingham  Printers)  :  The  two  preceding  speakers 
have  pointed  out  that  the  Govemmerit  are  endeavouring  to  fix  upon  you  and 
me,  who  represent  the  co-operative  movement,  the  badge  of  slavery.  Can  any- 
thing more  monstrous  be  conceived  ?  The  co-operative  movement  is  one  that 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  all  matters  of  the  distribution  of  food, 
and  my  object  in  rising  this  morning  is  to  urge  us  to  rise  in  the  majesty  of  our 
dignity  of  manhood  and  womanhood  and  make  it  clear  to  the  Government 
that  we  are  absolutely  determined  that  justice  shall  be  done  to  the  glorious 
co-operative  movement. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Burn  (North  Metropolitan  District)  :  The  reason  why  we  are 
in  the  position  we  are  to-day  is  that  we  are  flabby,  split-up,  and  divided.  It 
is  because  we  are  so  careful,  so  tender,  in  dealing  with  those  who  govern  this 
country  in  their  own  interests  and  welfare,  that  class  which  owns  the  wealth 
of  the  country  secures  the  same  class  to  govern  for  them.  A  transforma- 
tion is  taking  place,  and  we  have  got  to  separate  ourselves  from  old  associations 
and  build  up  anew.  We  must  not  follow  altogether  in  the  footsteps  of  our 
fathers,  but  strike  out  on  new  lines.  We  live  in  a  glorious  country,  with  its 
own  magnificent  ships  to  bring  food  across  the  seas,  and,  properly  cultivated, 
this  country  of  ours  is  capable  of  feeding,  clothing,  and  housing-  twice  the 
number  of  people  that  there  are  to-day.  The  great  weakness  of  the  co-opera- 
tive movement  is  that  you  are  divided ;  and  when  they  see  the  workers' 
weakness  they  divide  you  and  split  you  up.  Be  men  of  courage ;  stand  true 
to  the  noble  principle  for  which  this  co-operative  movement  stands.  This 
Government  does  not  fear  you,  because  you  are  so  tender,  because  when  you 
go  into  politics  you  send  the  master  class.  Send  your  own  class.  Recognise 
that  not  only  have  you  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  this  country,  but  you  have 
got  to  emancipate  our  own  class.  Mr.  Douse  says  we  are  slaves.  Well,  <ve 
have  nothing  to  lose  but  our  chains  that  have  enslaved  us  for  centuries ;  and 
yet  it  is  our  own  fault.  We  possess  the  right,  if  only  we  recognise  the  duty 
to  ourselves,  to  our  country,  to  be  men,  to  be  courageous,  and  to  stand  for 
liberty  and  freedom. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen  (Croydon)  :  I  should  like  to  support  the  resolution 
and  I  should  like  to  urge  that,  instead  of  going,  as  the  previous  speaker  said, 
warily,  carefully,  and  slowly,  we  should  take  a  step  or  two  more  heartily 
forward.  You  can  go  too  slowly,  and  if  you  men  cannot  go  a  little  faster  we 
women  will.  What  can  you  do  with  two-thirds  of  the  Food  Control  Com- 
mittees in  the  hands  of  the  traders?  We  want  more  women  on  these  com- 
mittees. In  the  report  you  have  a  list  of  co-operative  representatives  on 
Government  committees,  and  how  regrettable  it  is  that  Mrs.  Cottrell,  who  is 
on  the  Consumers'  Council,  is  not  mentioned.  The  Co-operative  Women's 
Guild  she  is  representing  and  I  bear  testimony  of  her,  and  we  should  give 
credit  where  it  is  due. 

Mr.  W.  Gallagher  (Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  With  all 
that  has  been  said  denouncing  the  Government  I  am  in  hearty  agreement     We 
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have  not  been  treated  fairly,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  you  expected  to  tie 
treated  fairly.  Mr.  Lander  has  talked  about  the  Press,  but  I  tell  you  the 
Press  loves  the  co-operative  movement  no  more  than  the  Labour  movement, 
although  they  treat  them  better.  A  Manchester  daily  paper  has  an  editorial 
to-day  which  is  addressed  to  co-operators,  and  it  is  not  a  Whitsuntide  message. 
It  is  a  condemnation  of  your  attitude  in  not  doing  your  fair  share  by  paying 
income  tax  on  your  dividend.  When  the  war  began  to  affect  the  food  of  the 
country  the  Government  gathered  round  a  whole  host  of  advisers.  Maypole 
Dairy,  Lipton,  and  the  big  multiple  firms  were  all  represented.  (A  Voice  : 
"  Devonport.")  Yes,  Devonport  was  then  the  Controller,  so  he  was  well 
repi-esented.  The  Government  have  gone  to  these  people  and  they  did  not 
know  the  first  thing  about  co-operation,  and  they  had  no  idea  of  its  ramifica- 
tions and  were  confused  as  to  its  functions.  What  could  you  expect  from 
them?  Lord  Rhondda  is  not  a  co-operator,  although  I  think  he  has  been 
willing  to  give  us  fair  play  ;  but  behind  him  is  the  War  Cabinet.  Can  you  find 
any  co-operators  there?  The  Consumers'  Council  was  formed  to  give  advice 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  six  co-operative  representatives  were  appointetl 
to  this  body.  Mrs.  Cottrell's  name  is  not  in  the  book  because  she  was  not 
appointed  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  The  unorganised  consumers  nre 
represented  by  a  lord,  a  countess,  and  a  knight.  Pity  the  poor  unorganised 
people !  We  have  been  very  largely  responsible  for  the  speeding-up  of  the 
question  of  rations.  We  have  dealt  with  tea,  butter,  sugar,  and  meat,  and 
we  have  kept  down  prices  and  prevented  many  things  being  done  that  would 
have  been  done.  We  have  gained  valuable  inside  knowledge  and  seen  how 
things  are  being  done — and  how  you  are  being  done ;  and  we  have  gained  this 
valuable  knowledge,  that  on  a  Food  Control  Committee  one  co-operator  could 
do  a  great  deal  of  good.  Mr.  Allen,  as  vice-chairman  on  the  Commission, 
has  done  a  great  deal  of  valuable  work  for  you,  but  if  you  want  justice  you 
must  have  a  seat  in  the  place  of  power.  If  you  had  not  been  so  Scotch  and 
cautious — and  Scotland  has  been  leading  in  this  matter — you  would  not  now 
have  so  much  pleading  to  do  and  you  would  have  come  into  youi-  own. 

The  President  put  the  resolution  to  the  Congress  and  declared  it 
carried. 

Continuing  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, 

Mr.  J.  Sharples  (Blackbunj  Industrial)  asked  :  Have  you  any  further 
information  to  give  us  with  regard  to  the  military  position  of  key  men  ?  We 
want,  he  said,  all  the  advice  we  can  get. 

Mr.  F.  H.  West  (Plymouth)  :  Are  you  satisfied  that  the  co-operative 
movement  is  getting  the  same  treatment  from  the  Ministry  of  National  Service 
as  private  traders  are  getting  with  regard  to  the  release  of  men? 

POLITICAL  ACTION. 
Mr.  U.  Swi^T  (Sheflaeld  and  Ecclesall),  turning  to  the  paragraphs  dealing 
with  political  action,  said  :    I  want  to  enter  a  protest  here,  ae  a  sincere  co- 
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operator,  against  the  direct  instructions  to  the  co-operative  movement  to  enter 
into  political  action,  and  furthering  it  by  the  paragi'aphs  in  this  report  which 
are  under  discussion.  I  feel  sure  that,  though  you  may  not  agree  with  me,  I 
shall  get  a  democratic  hearing.  This  movement  hitherto  has  had  an  open 
door  wherein  all  might  enter,  whatever  their  religious  or  political  opinions 
might  be.  There  has  never  been  a  political  test  imposed  upon  anyone  who 
sought  to  enter  the  movement.  I  speak  as  one  who  does  not  come  under  the 
whip  of  Mr.  Allen.  I  have  always  been  sincere  and  have  always  done,  all 
that  lay  in  my  power  to  direct  the  purchase  of  supplies  into  co-operative 
sources.  What  we  want  is  that  oui*  efforts  should  be  directed  to  the  objects 
for  which  we  were  established — the  extension  of  co-operation  into  the  pro- 
ductive field  by  the  loyal  support  of  the  3^  million  and  accumulating  number 
of  members  who  are  making  this  a  national  movement.  The  failure,  if  there 
be  failiu'e,  is  due  to  the  disloyalty  of  members  and  to  committees  running 
outside  the  proper  spheres  for  supplies.  Seeing  that  the  co-operative  move- 
ment has  no  political  views,  and  never  can  have  political  views  in  unity, 
because  we  have  within  our  body  an  unknown  amount  of  political  opinion  i-s 
valued  as  the  constituency  itself,  we  can  never  have  direct  representation, 
because  there  is  no  machinery  within  the  movement  which  can  attract  a  candi- 
date to  stand  ;  and  if  a  candidate  stands  there  is  no  constituency  in  this 
countiy  in  which  co-operation  is  the  dominant  factor  that  would  determine 
the  election.  My  friend  says  "Question."  We  have  had  one  example  at 
Prestwich.  You  cannot  find  fault  with  the  candidate  there,  or  with  the  forces 
that  were  with  him.  Ten  societies,  with  13,000  members,  in  a  combined  effort 
with  the  political  Labour  party  and  the  co-operative  machinery  of  the  Union 
and  all  the  forces  they  could  bring.  It  has  produced  the  soundest  lesson  we 
have  had  against  political  representation.  What  I  appeal  for  is  this,  that 
there  lies  before  co-operation  a  path  wherein  progress  can  be  assured,  and  if 

you  seek  to  split  up  the  movement,  or  to  muzzle  the  views  of  others 

The  President  :  Whatever  our  individual  opinion  may  be  as  regards 
political  action  the  last  Congress  decided  about  that.  It  will  not  be  com- 
petent to  discuss  that. 

A  COMPLAINT  FROM  PENDLETON. 

Mr.  F.  Jennings  (Pendleton)  :  I  want  to  start  on  the  five  minutes  1 
earned  yesterday.  As  I  then  said,  on  27th  December  last  year  the  Labour 
I*ai-ty  and  ourselves  came  to  an  agreement — the  Labour  Party,  the  Society, 
the  N.U.R.,  the  A.S.E.,  the  General  Workers'  Union,  and  the  Carpenters  and 
Joiners.  I  want  to  mention  these  so  that  there  need  be  no  one  imagining 
that  there  was  some  single  organisation  in  this.  We  came  to  an  agreement 
that  our  own  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  Labour  Party  Committee 
should  arbitrate  as  to  who  was  the  better  qualified  to  undertake  the  task  of 
testing  the  West  Salford  Division.  It  is  the  21st  of  May  to-day,  and  we 
have  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  May  any  intimation  of  what  decision  they 
have  come  to  in  the  matter.       We  have  received  from  the  Labour  Party 
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intimation  (in  oui'  quarterly  meeting)  that  the  National  Labour  Party  eay  they 
have  attempted  to  raise  this  question  two  or  three  times  with  the  Co-operative 
Pai'liamentary  Committee,  but  the  answer  is  that  they  have  no  time  to  go  into 
this  because  of  other  matters.  What  has  happened  in  our  own  town?  I  do 
not  blame  these  working  men  who  want  to  get  on,  because  vested  interests 
are  working  night  and  day  to  queer  the  pitch.  Our  people  have  no  time ; 
and  we  are  deserving  of  what  we  get,  because  those  we  elect  are  so  dilatory 
in  carrying  out  the  things  that  are  essential  and  we  ourselves  get  disheartened. 
To  have  a  society  like  oui's,  ripe  for  two  or  three  years,  and,  as  president,  to 
have  to  stand  and  face  the  members  and  to  be  told  what  the  position  is,  ie  nut 
creditable  to  us  nor  likely  to  cieate  confidence  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough  as  to  our  ability  to  govern  the  nation  when  we  cannot  govern  ourselves. 
I  know  what  the  reply  will  be.  That  is  no  answer  as  to  why  we  have  not 
been  informed  as  to  what  is  being  done.  We  have  an  electoral  committee ; 
we  have  oui'  programme  marked  out ;  we  have  a  candidate  worth  fighting  for. 
Never  mind  Prestwich.  Those  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Prestwich  know  most 
about  it.  I  hope  the  Congress  will  speak  in  no  doubtful  voice  to  the  Parlia 
mentary  Committee — I  mean  in  no  uncertain  tone.  If  there  is  somebody  in 
the  Central  Board  standing  in  the  way  let  us  know.  If  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  are  not  prepared  to  get  on  then  let  them  get  out. 

Mr.  E.  Whiteley  (Manchester  and  Salford)  :  I  desire  to  say  a  word  on  the 
Prestwich  election,  which  is  referred  to  in  the  report.  Many  references  have 
been  made  to  that  election,  and  as  one  somewhat  actively  engaged  during  the 
contest  in  the  constituency  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two  in  respect  to  it.  I 
think  that  it  is  important  that,  as  this  was  the  first  election,  so  far  as  the 
co-operative  movement  is  concerned,  we  should  realise  the  exact  position 
with  respect  to  swch  a  contest.  The  Prestwich  election  was  fought  under 
difficult  conditions.  The  whole  Press  of  the  country,  even  a  respectable 
journal  like  the  Manchester  Guardian,  was  against  the  party  and  candidate. 
The  whole  organised  political  parties  were  against  the  candidate  in  the  con 
test.  I  do  not  say  that  they  were  not  perfectly  right  in  that  position.  I  want 
you  to  realise  what  you  will  have  to  contend  with  in  the  future.  The  co- 
operative movement  has  to  build  up  a  party  of  its  own,  and  not  lean  on  any 
other  political  party  or  Press  in  the  country.  I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two 
with  regard  to  those  who  worked ;  I  want  to  give  credit  to  one  organisation 
which  is  going  to  play  an  important  part  in  politics  as  far  as  the  co-operative 
movement  is  concerned.  I  refer  to  the  Women's  Guild.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  active  women's  guilds  in  the  surrounding  districts  we  should  not  have 
had  the  result  we  had.  That  result  stands  to  the  credit  of  the  co-operative 
movement.  There  is  no  political  party  in  existence  with  such  a  good  result 
in  its  firat  election.  We  only  had  our  candidate  in  the  constituency  on  the 
nomination  day,  and  there  was  one  week  to  do  the  work  required.  Another 
important  factor  is  that  over  200  societies  throughout  Great  Britain  con- 
tributed to  the  election  fund  at  Prestwich.  (A  Voice  :  "Where  was  the 
Labour  Party?  ")      I  am  not  dealing  with  the  Labour  Party.      Those  anxious 
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to  defend  the  Labour  Party  can  deal  with  it  in  its  proper  place.  With  respect 
to  the  feeling  which  existed  in  many  circles,  I  think  I  know  about  as  much 
of  the  political  movement  as  anybody.  We  have  big  difficulties  to  face  at  the 
present  time.  We  have  not  a  committee  I  am  satisfied  with.  It  is  for  you 
to  decide  who  is  going  to  conduct  the  negotiations  in  the  futuie. 

Miss  C.  Egeeton  (Failsworth)  :  As  one  of  the  women  appointed  on  the 
candidates'  council  at  the  Prestwich  election  I  should  like  to  say  that  at  the 
next  election  the  Central  Boaid  has  a  great  responsibility  placed  upon  it.  We 
shall  be  electors  at  the  next  Parliamentary  election,  and  if  the  Parliamentary 
Conunittee  does  not  "  ginger  up  "  they  will  have  a  lot  to  answer  for.  Women 
would  be  a  great  power  in  the  movement.  We  are  not  going  to  allow  the 
grass  to  grow  under  our  feet.  Women  have  suffered  too  much  during  this 
terrible  war.  I  would  like  to  see  the  Parliamentary  Committee  take  this 
question  to  heait.  If  they  do  not  shai-pen  up  there  will  be  a  great  deal  to 
anjswer  for. 

LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS. 

Mr.  R.  Stewart  (Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  The  resolu 
tion  which  I  have  to  propose  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  the  resolu- 
tions. It  is  not  a  resolution  which  has  been  drafted  and  submitted  by  the 
committee,  but  it  is  one  which  was  sent  in,  consequently  the  committee  agreed 
to  put  it  to  you  here  to-day.      The  resolution  reads  as  follows  : — 

That  this  Congress  declares  its  firm  adherence  to  the  principle  of  a 
League  of  Nations  as  a  guarantee  of  the  world's  peace,  and 
hereby  adds  to  its  programme  of  political  policy  the  promotion 
of  such  an  alliance  of  all  the  peoples. 
We  have  in  the  past  submitted  resolutions  of  peace,  and  these  are  alwaya 
adopted  with  the  greatest  acclamation.  With  the  tragedy  existing  to-day  I 
can  sympathise  with  the  feeling  abroad.  We  know  that  many  of  the  tilings 
which  liave  been  perpetrated  to-day  have  horrified  the  civilised  nations.  We 
know  that  many  of  the  deeds  pei-petrated  were  condemned  as  outraging  all 
the  decencies  of  modern  warfare.  As  a  nation  we  have  clean  hands  in  con 
nection  with  this  war.  I  think  that  this  resolution  is  very  suitable  to  come 
before  us,  more  especially  at  a  time  when  we  are  celebrating,  very  quietly, 
our  jubilee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress.  A  jubilee  is  a  time  of  rejoicing,  but 
there  are  too  many  sad  hearts  at  the  present  time,  and  too  many  homes  are 
clouded  over.  The  formation  of  a  League  of  Nations  will  be  one  of  the 
grandest  pieces  of  work  that  the  Co-operative  Congress  has  every  accomplisheil. 
We  are  one  in  heart  and  wish  to  see  war  prevented.  Do  you  wish  to  continue 
it?  ("No.")  There  can  be  no  peace  at  the  present  time  in  the  pi-esent 
state  of  affairs.  This  is  not  to  prevent  us  doing  something  to  bring  about  a 
condition  of  affaire  when  the  democracies  of  the  world  will  be  able  to  grasp 
the  common  hand  all  the  world  over,  and  bring  about  the  ideal  of  which  poets 
have  sung — the  brothei'hood  of  man.  Surely  it  is  not  a  brotherhood  of  man  if 
it  is  restricted  to  Great  Britain.      We  all  meet  as  one  flesh  and  blood.      We 
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cannot  have  a  brotherhcxxi  of  man  apart  from  the  recognition  of  all  other 
nations.  We  now  see  nations  that  have  been  fighting  bitterly,  opposed  to  one 
another  in  warfare  in  the  past,  joined  together  as  comrades  in  this  terrible 
struggle.  In  the  South  American  continent  battles  were  fought  for  years 
with  a  great  destruction  of  life  and  property,  until  it  was  realised  that  if  they 
were  to  have  the  welfare  of  the  people  properly  safeguarded  it  could  only  be 
done  by  having  peace.  They  set  about  negotiating  for  conciliation  in  settling 
disputes.  We  desire  to  Jay  the  foundation  stone  for  this  temple  of  peace — a 
temple  which  will  be  sufficient  to  take  in  all  nations  of  the  world.  We  are 
told  that  co-operation  knows  no  barrier  or  frontier.  This  is  a  sentiment  which 
I  believe  to  be  true.  To  carry  this  to  a  logical  conclusion  we  cannot  exclude 
a  eingle  nation.  (A  Voice:  "Yes,  Germany.")  Does  any  one  here  think 
that  in  a  League  of  Nations,  if  you  want  peace,  you  can  exclude  a  nation  of 
seventy  million  people  for  all  time  to  come.  Let  us  look  at  this  question 
from  a  broad  point  of  view.  Germany  has  perpetrated  a  great  many  wrongs 
on  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  I  say  that  Germany  has  got  to  pay.  This 
ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  raising  up  a  structure,  namely,  a  League  of 
Peace  amongst  the  nations  of  the  world.  The  day  is  dawning  when  it  will 
bring  about  that  desire,  coming  from  millions  of  people,  that  war  shall  cease. 
Mr.  T.  Anderson  (York)  :  I  am  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
seconding  the  resolution.         It  was  one  of  the  most  important  resolutions. 

.     .     .     Peace  hath  her  victories 

No  less  renown'd  than  war  .  .  . 
says  Milton,  in  his  famous  sonnet  to  Cromwell,  but  peace  will  only  get  the 
victoiy  when  men  come  to  recognise  war  as  an  evil  in  every  shape  whatever, 
and  that  the  idea  of  war  should  be  abhorrent  to  every  nation  under  the  sun. 
What  we  want,  and  what  every  nation  wants,  to  see  is  that  war  shall  dis- 
appear off  the  face  of  the  earth.  Talk  of  democracy  coming  into  its  own ; 
what  are  its  rights  ?  Its  right  is  to  govern  according  to  the  principles  that 
are  good  for  the  common  weal.  When  the  day  dawns  when  kings  and  emperors 
disappear  irom.  the  face  of  the  world  as  an  institution  then  we  shall  begin  to 
see  the  sowing  of  the  seed  from  which  peace  shall  be  eternal.  I  have  not  a 
word  to  say  about  the  King ;  it  is  the  institution.  It  is  the  parasites  that 
are  bred  round  the  thrones  of  Europe  that  make  the  trouble.  It  is  the  para- 
sites that  hang  on  and  spread  the  disease.  These  things  we  ought  to  be  up 
against  in  the  name  of  common  humanity.  By  all  means  let  that  ideal  put 
forth  by  Mr.  Stewart  be  uppermost  in  our  minds.  If  we  do  that,  success  will 
come ;  but  if  we  try  to  pick  out  one  man  or  one  nation  against  whom  we  are 
going  to  keep  our  hearts  turned  then  the  idea  of  a  universal  peace  cannot  and 
will  not  come. 

The  resolution  was  put  and  carried. 

NATIONAL   CARE   OF   MATERNITY. 
Mr.    F.   J.    Bengough   {Ten   Acres  and   Stirchley)  :    It  gives   me  great 
pleasure,  on  behalf  of  my  society,  to  move  the  resolution  : — 
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That  this  Congress,  believing  the  national  care  of  maternity  to  be 
amongst  the  measures  of  reconstruction  most  essential  to  the  well- 
being  of  the  nation,  hereby  adds  this  subject  to  its  programme 
of  policy. 
The  last  resolution  was  of  a  very  important  character,  and  we  say  this  is  quite 
as  important.  The  best  argument  I  can  use  is  the  argument  used  from  our 
platform  yesterday  by  our  chairman  and  by  the  representative  of  the  teachers 
for  a  new  and  wider  view  of  education.  I  am  here  to  say  that  no  matter 
what  the  system  of  education  is,  when  you  have  not  got  the  material  to  work 
on,  it  is  an  absolute  waste  of  money.  We  must  have  strong  and  healthy 
children.  What  do  we  find  ?  Look  through  our  slums  in  our  large  towns. 
You  study  the  birth  rate  and  the  death  rate  of  Bournville  and  then  go  down 
to  Birmingham,  and  what  do  you  find  ?  A  vast  difference,  caused  through  the 
difference  in  the  way  the  children  are  brought  into  this  world.  When  we 
think  that  the  mother  of  a  child  has  to  go  into  a  factory  to  earn  a  living  right 
up  to  a  few  days  before  bringing  the  little  visitor  into  this  world  of  ours,  we 
hold  up  our  hands  in  horror  at  the  killing  of  a  few  babies  by  aeroplanes,  but 
we  are  killing  thousands  every  day  under  the  conditions  in  which  we  are 
forced  to  live. 

Miss  Beckett  (Hartlepools)  :  I  second  the  resolution  and  recommend  it 
as  a  business  proposition,  as  it  will  be  better  to  have  useful  citizens.  We 
should  work  on  the  right  side  of  the  stream.  We  are  apt  to  let  the  child 
fall  into  the  stream  and  spend  our  energy  in  dragging  it  out  on  the  other 
side.  It  would  be  better  to  spend  money  in  the  first  case  in  preventing  the 
illness. 

Mrs.  G.  Ferguson  (Darlington)  :  I  feel  it  needs  no  persuasion  on  the  part 
of  any  speaker  to  get  you  to  vote  unanimously  for  this  resolution.  We  all 
know  that  politics  have  tended  for  a  good  many  years  to  become  morei  and 
more  domestic  in  their  application,  and  I  think  no  co-operative  candidate 
would  lose  anything  by  adding  this  to  his  or  her  political  programme.  I 
think  it  would  appeal  very  strongly  to  every  individual  worker,  and  more 
especially  would  it  appeal  to  every  woman  voter  who  takes  part  in  any  coming 
contest.  I  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  need  for  this  is  quite  obvious.  The 
co-operative  movement  and  other  movements  have  gone  in  for  all  those  things 
which  make  life  worth  living.  But  what  is  the  u^e  of  good  housing  and 
wages — and  even  the  education  which  our  Chairman  spoke  of  yesterday — if 
you  have  not  got  a  healthy  childhood  to  make  a  healthy  manhood  and  woman- 
hood ?  We  have  our  school  clinics,  which  do  an  admirable  work,  and  the 
Insurance  Act ;  but  I  ask  every  person  :  Why  should  we  want  a  cure  for 
something  we  can  prevent?  We  want  to  give  the  children  health  to  enter 
the  battlefield  of  life  to  make  them  a  credit  to  the  nation.  We  feel  quite  sure 
you  realise  it  is  of  sufficient  importance,  and  that  you  will  see  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  we,  as  workers,  should  have  all  the  good  things 
with  those  who  are  better  placed,  and  that  our  children  should  have  the 
same  chance  in  life. 

The  resolution  was  carried  without  dissent. 
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THE  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE'S  REPLY. 
Mr.  May,  replying  for  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  said  :  I  was  once 
a  young  man  myself,  and  I  realised  the  advantage  of  basing,  my  case  upon 
the  strength  of  my  adjectives  rather  than  upon  the  accuracy  of  my  facts. 
As  regards  the  special  case  mentioned  by  Mr.  Jennings,  I  wish  to  point  out 
that,  whatever  our  merits  and  whatever  our  faults,  it  is  off  the  main  track 
of  the  argument.  It  is  a  side  issue  with  which  we  are  not  concerned,  but 
for  which  we  have  accepted  some  responsibility.  The  dispute  is  whether 
Mr.  Pickles,  of  Pendleton,  or  Mr.  Davies,  of  Manchester,  should  be  the 
accepted  candidate  for  West  Salford.  The  dispute  is  between  the  West 
Salford  Labour  Party  and  the  Pendleton  Co-operative  Society.  I  wish  to 
emphasise  the  fact  that  it  is  the  Pendleton  Society ;  and  that  was  not  in 
accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  scheme  which  was  being  run  down 
our  throats  with  such  effect  during  the  last  six  months.  It  was  the  Pendleton 
Society,  and  not  a  Local  Council  in  accordance  with  the  scheme.  In  the 
same  period,  during  which  we  have  been,  trying  to  deal  with  this  case,  the 
society  has  failed  to  make  good  in  accordance  with  the  scheme.  We  received 
this  statement  of  the  case  from  Pendleton.  Wef  did  not  get  our  committee 
constituted  till  the  beginning  of  December,  and  we  held  our  first  meeting 
before  Christmas.  The  second  meeting  was  at  the  beginning  of  Janu.nry. 
We  had  to  make  our  arrangements  with  the  Labour  Party,  so  as  to  set  up 
the  friendly  relations  contemplated  in  the  scheme.  We  did  that  in  the  first 
or  second  week  in  January.  Following  that,  and  as  a  result  of  a  conference, 
we  set  up  a  joint  committee  of  three  persons  from  each  of  the  trade  unions. 
Congress  Parliamentary  Committee,  the  National  Executive  of  the  Labour 
Party,  and  our  own  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee,  to  come  to 
an  understanding.  The  first  meeting  was  delayed  by  the  Prestwich  election, 
in  which  Mr.  Jennings  took  an  enthusiastic  part — although  we  seem  to  have 
fallen  from  grace — and  that  put  off  the  matter  from  discussion  for  a  month 
or  two.  In  the  beginning  of  March  we  had  the  first  meeting  of  this  joint 
committee,  and  the  whole  of  the  matter  mnder  dispute  was  placed  before 
them.  Mr,  Jennings  states  that  the  Labour  Party  &aid  we  had  not  time.  I 
do  not  charge  Mr.  Jennings  with  making  a  false  statement  to  the  Congress, 
but  he  has  misinterpreted  the  statement  made  to  him.  When  we  raised  the 
question  at  the  first  meeting,  on  13th  March,  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  said  : 
Wait  till  you  bring  your  whole  proposals  as  to  the  constituencies  you  intend 
to  contest.  It  is  not  our  fault  if  that  is  not  done  ;  it  is  the  fault  of  the  societies. 
We  have  made  two  appeals,  through  the  Co-operative  Press,  to  societies  to 
send  in  the  names  of  constituencies  and  candidates,  and  we  have  yet  only 
a  miserable  list.  With  regard  to  this  particular  dispute,  the  matter  was 
before  the  joint  committee  last  week.  It  is  still  to  bd  submitted  to  the 
Pendleton  Society,  and  Mr.  Jennings  will  probably  find  the  decision  in  the 
letter-box  when  he  gets  back.  With  regard  to  the  general  que.stion  and  the 
progress  of  the  work  of  the  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee,  if  he 
were  to  attempt  to  deal  with  the  facts  before  the  Congress  hisi  colleagues 
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would  probably  accuse  himj  of  "  washing  dirty  linen " ;  and  if  he  did  not 
attempt  to  deal  with  them  judgment  would  go  against  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  by  default.  Somebody  spoke  about  ginger.  Those  whom  you 
hold  chiefly  responsible  need  no  ginger  from  anybody,  and  they  are  of  opinion 
that  goodwill,  a  broad  and  generoue  interpretation  of  the  resolutions  of 
Congress  and  of  the  National  Emergency  Conference,  and  a  realisation  of  the 
nature  of  the  crisis  through  which  we  are  passing,  are  necessary  to  make  the 
machinery  work  as  hard  and  as  fast  as  anyone  may  require.  So,  if  you  have 
come  here  to  give  anybody  ginger,  I  would  suggest  you  give  the  ginger 
to  the  right  horse.  With  regard  to  the  Militaiy  Service  queetion  :  I  have 
had  this  matter  to  deal  with  for  many  weeks  past.  With  reference  to  the 
question  asked  by  Mr.  Sharpies,  I  have  to  say  that  we  have  done  everything 
we  know  how  to  do  in  the  matter.  We  have  interviewed  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  the  Ministry  of  National  Service 
day  and  night  and  week  after  week  and  at  all  times  of  the  day.  With  the 
Parliamentary  Secretary,  the  officials  of  the  trade  exemptions,  and  the  officials 
of  the  various  departments,  we  have  discussed  the  matter.  The  resolution 
demanding  the  protection  of  the  pivot  men  was  placed  before  the  Prime 
Minister,  and  we  were  assured  that  it  would  be  given  attention.  We  do  not 
find  any  adequate  regulation  for  the  protection  of  pivot  men.  If  we  work 
under  Form  R  49  and  get  a  clear  definition  of  what  it  does  not  imply  and 
what  it  does  imply,  and  do  ouir  best  for  a  week  to  secure  the  release  of  men, 
we  find  that  within  the  next  forty-eight  hours  the  same  people  are  being 
dealt  with  by  the  authorities  under  another  Order,  and  they  are  dragged 
away  from  the  work  of  the  societies.  We  have  tried  to  protect  the  needs 
of  the  movement  and  the  needs  of  the  nation.  Our  work  has  resulted  in 
a  number  of  instructions  to  tribunals  and  military  service  representatives  to 
secure  the  protection  of  these  men ;  but  if  those  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and 
the  Local  Government  Board  agree  that  a  man  has  to  go,  he  has  to. 
The  report  was  now  approved. 

LABOUR  GREETINGS. 

The  President  read  the  following  telegram  : — "  The  annual  conference 
of  National  General  Workers  sends  fraternal  greetings  and  heaxty  good  wishes 
for  successful  deliberations. — J.  R.  Clynes  (President)  and  W.  Thorne 
(Secretary)." 

On  the  proposal  of  Mr.  G.  Brownbill  (Co-operative  Newspaper  Society), 
it  was  resolved  to  forward  similar  greetings. 

LANCHESTER  FOOD  CONTROL. 

Mr.  R.  Whitfield  (West  Stanley)  proposed  the  following  resolution  : — 
That  this  Congress,  representing  the  co-operative  movement,  draws  the 
attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  action  of  the  Lanchester 
(Durham)   Food   Control   Committee  in  proceeding  by  summons 
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against  the  West  Stanley  Co-operative  Society,  and  affirms  that 
the  decision  arrived  at  by  the  bench  of  magistrates  at  Lanchester 
on  2nd  May,  1918,  constitutes  an  injustice  to  that  society  in 
particular,  and  the  movement  in  general,  and  demands  that  the 
decision  be  quashed.  It  further  orders  that  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  this  case,  and  other  similar  cases  of  unjust  treatment,  be  sent 
to  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  requests 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  deal  with  the  matter  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

He  said  :  I  rise  with  mixed  feelings  to  submit  the  resolution — mixed  in  the 
sense  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  any  endeavour  to  bring  about  a 
better  condition  of  things,  and  pained  to  know  that  after  an  existence  of 
fifty  years  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  put  up  such  a  vigorous  fight  to  get  anything 
like  fair  play.  I  wish  to  place  before  you  a  few  facts,  which  I  hope  will 
cause  you  to  give  your  full  support  to  this  resolution.  The  West  Stanley 
Society  has  been  specially  singled  out — I  wish  you  to  notice  that- — by  the 
Lanchester  Food  Control  Committee  for  attack,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
imposition  of  a  fine  upon  the  society  by  the  Lanchester  bench  of  magistrates. 
The  result  of  that  decision  is  that  several  societies  in  the  North  are  seething 
with  discontent,  inasmuch  as  the  trade  methods  of  most  of  the  societies  are 
identical  with  those  which  prevail  at  West  Stanley.  The  facts,  briefly,  are 
that  the  Stanley  Society  has  branches  in  the  Lanchester  area.  The  whole  of 
the  distribution  is  made  to  the  branch  members  from  the  central  premises, 
which  are  in  the  Central  Food  Control  area.  In  the  latter  part  of  December 
the  butchery  department  was  closed,  in  consequence  of  the  military  authorities. 
The  contention  of  the  Lanchester  Food  Control  Committee  was  that  they  had 
a  right  to  take  from  the  West  Stanley  Society  a  statement  of  the  trade  done 
and  the  profit  made  by  the  cart  from  which  the  meat  was  hawked  which 
visited  their  area.  The  contention  of  the  Stanley  Society  is  that  such  return 
should  be  made  to  the  Food  Control  Committee  at  West  Stanley,  whence 
the  car  starts.  The  case  in  the  court  obviously  wa«  decided  upon  this  one 
point  that  a  cart  is  to  be  regarded  as  premises,  and  we  accepted  that.  Seeing 
that  the  sale  had  been  affected  from  such  premises  in  the  Lanchester  area, 
the  Food  Control  Committee  could  demand  from  uis  a  statement  of  our  trade 
and  profit.  What  does  that  decision  bring  about  ?  We,  at  West  Stanley,  have 
a  butchery  cart  whicli  in  one  day  visits  three  distinct  food  control  areas. 
The  decision  means  that  each  of  the  three  Food  Control  Committees  in  whose 
areas  the  sales  are  effected  may  demand  a  statement  of  the  trade  done  and 
the  profit  made  in  each  district  by  the  one  cart  during  the  same  day.  It 
means  that  every  hawker  must  know  when  he  steps  from  one  area  to  another 
he  must  do  his  books  at  each  point,  and  take  stock  on  each  occasion.  1 
contend  that  sucli  an  interpretation  of  the  regulations  is  an  impossible  one. 
I  appeal  to  you  to  give  your  full  support  in  sending  the  resolution  to  the 
quarters  mentioned.     We  want  no  favours ;  we  only  seek  fair  play. 

Mr.  Jennings  (Pendleton)  seconded,  and  it  was  approved. 
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REORGANISATION   OF   THE   PARLIAMENTARY 

REPRESENTATION    COMMITTEE. 

(See  Report  24,  page  162.) 

Mr.  F.  Haywakd  (North- Western  Section)  :  I  have  to  submit  the 
suggested  reorganisation  of  the  Cki-operative  Parliajiientary  Representation 
Committee.  At  the  commencement  of  the  report  it  states  that  at  the  Swansea 
Congress  last  year  it  was  decided  that  certain  steps  be  taken ;  and  at  the 
Emergency  Conference  in  October  last  in  London  we  adopted  a  scheme  in 
order  to  get  the  recommendation  of  the  Parliamentary  Contmittee  into  some 
sort  of  form.  The  Central  Board  now  submits  these  proposals  in  order  to  get 
them  more  definite  in  scheme,  more  national  in  character,  and  more  repre- 
sentative of  the  movement.  Under  this  scheme  of  reorganisation  we  are 
proposing  that  a  national  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  27  persons — 
nine  from  the  Central  Board  on  a  sectional  basis,  nine  from  and  by  societies 
contributing  to  the  Parliamentary  scheme,  and  that  the  Wholesale  Societies 
should  have  representatives  on  the  committee  as  well  as  the  Men's  and 
Women's  Guilds.  In  doing  this  we  are  recognising,  of  course,  that  the 
committee  is  a  large  one;  and  w©  propose  that  the  whole  committee  should 
meet  at  least  once  a  quartei",  and  that  they  have  power  to  appoint  an  executive 
committee,  which  will  be  responsible  for  carrying  on  the  work  during  the 
interregnum.  It  would  also  have  clearly- defined  functions,  under  which  the 
commission  will  do  its  work — you  will  find  they  are  fully  and  clearly  -defined 
in  the  report.  Passing  to  the  next  page,  you  will  see  that  the  financial  work 
is  also  dealt  with.  Instead  of  £2  per  thousand  members  being  asked  for  from 
societies,  it  has  been  slightly  amended  to  the  rate  of  ^d.  per  member,  making 
£2.  Is.  8d.  per  thousand,  which,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  is  the  same 
figure.  We  are  also  asking  for  a  contribution  from  the  wholesale  and 
productive  societies.  The  method  under  which  the  finances  should  be  disposed 
is  also  set  out  in  the  scheme.  I  think  you  will  agree  that  when  a  fund  of 
this  character  has  to  be  raised  it  should  have  some  clear  and  definite  regulations 
as  to  the  objects  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  We  are  proposing  to  make 
this  political  department  a  financial  department  of  the  Union;  and  in  order 
that  the  work  should  be  carried  on  on  uniform  lines  throughout  the  country, 
the  system  and  the  advice  will  be  collated  in  a  central  office.  If  we  are 
to  go  forward  in  political  matters,  it  is  necessary  to  co-ordinate  through  the 
central  office.  It  is  expected  that  the  proportion  of  cost  to  the  Co-operative 
Union  in  regard  to  the  scheme  will  be  approximately  £3,000  per  annum.  So 
much  for  the  national  part  of  the  scheme.  Now  we  come  to  the  sectional 
councils  it  is  proposed  to  set  up.  The  work  has  got  to  be  done  in  different 
sections  and  districts,  and,  consequently,  we  suggested  that  in  order  to 
facilitate  political  work  there  should  be  set  up  sectional  councils  responsible 
for  co-ordination.  The  report  shows  the  sectional  councils  representative  oi 
the  various  interests  concerned  in  these  political  activities.  The  work  of  these 
sectional  councils  will  be  of  primary  importance  in  the  political  activities  of 
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the  various  societies.  The  whole  idea  of  the  scheme  we  are  placing  before 
the  movement  is  to  have  a  cleai4y-d ©fined  authority,  with  its  financial  poeition 
definitely  stated,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  we  expect  the  work  of 
this  department  to  go  on  and  prosper,  and  focus  upon  the  movement  its 
political  thought  and  apply  it  to  propaganda  work.  All  these  things  are 
essential  before  we  can  claim  to  be  a  political  party,  and  no  time  shall  be  lost 
on  our  part  to  do  all  that  is  necessary. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  (Southern  Section)  :  I  want  to  emphasise  Mr. 
Haywaini's  remai'ks.  I  feel  an  explanation  is  due  to  Congress  from  me  as  I 
am  a  member  of  the  present  Co-operative  Representation  Committee.  I  do 
not  agree  with  the  charge  of  ineptitude  against  the  committee.  The  work  of 
political  organisation  is  so  immense  that  what  delays  there  have  been  are 
incidental  to  the  building  up  of  a  great  organisation.  I  support  it  because 
the  whole  of  the  political  work  should  come  under  one  committee.  At  present 
it  was  a  sub-committee  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  there  must  be 
a  close  alliance  between  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  committee  that 
carries  out  political  organisation.  The  work  of  both  committees  is  so  great 
as  to  demand  undivided  attention.  This  work  will  go  on  after  the  war,  and 
therefore  should  be  properly  looked  after.  I  think  the  importance  of  both 
committees  ie  such  as  to  warrant  asking  you  to  adopt  the  plan  to  widen  the 
organisation. 

United  Co-operative  Baking  Society  Delegate  :  Point  of  order. 
Yesterday  we  were  told  that  a  resolution  had  been  handed  in  from  five  societies 
on  this  question.  Why  have  we  not  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  ? 

The  President  :  I  understand  that  the  amendment  sent  in  by  the  societies 
has  been  accepted  by  the  Standing  Orders  Committee. 

The  Delegate  :   I  understood  we  were  to  be  supplied  with  a  copy. 

The  General  Secretary  :  The  rule  states  :  "All  resolutions  or  amend- 
ments received  by  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  shall  be  read  out  to  the 
Congress  at  the  close  of  the  morning  sitting  on  Monday,  and  also  displayed 
at  a  place  accessible  to  all  delegates."  That  is  in  the  Inquiry  Office,  and  it  is 
posted  there. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Dudley  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  I  claim,  if  I  do  not 
know  much  about  finance,  I  used  to.  Last  year  if  you  had  depended  on  con- 
tributions from  societies,  despite  the  fact  that  several  years  ago  you  raised  it 
to  l^d.  and  you  have  increased  your  membership,  your  contributions  would 
not  have  met  your  liabilities.  You  have  taken  up  extraordinary  work,  and  I 
want  you  to  consider  where  you  are  going.  You  must  find  out  where  you  are 
going  to  get  the  finances  to  carry  out  any  proposal  which  is  agreed  to  at 
Congress.  The  purpose  of  this  recommendation  is  to  add  a  sectional 
council  in  every  section,  apart  from  the  secretaries.  You  are  going  to  have 
sectional  boards  working  and  to  add  a  number  from  other  societies  equal  to 
the  number  of  the  sectional  boards  ;  and  you  have  got  there  a  heavy  financial 
responsibility.      Therefore,  before  you  pass  this,  you  should  have  some  idea 
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whether  the  finances  are  going  to  prove  a  failure  and  make  yon  tied  up  for  the 
want  of  funds. 

PARLIAMENTARY  REPRESENTATION   COMMITTEE. 
AMENDING  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  General  Secretary  intimated  that  the  Blackley,  Burslem,  Fails- 
worth,  Liverpool,  Manchester  and  Salford,  Nuneaton,  Stockport,,  and 
Warrington  societies,  which  had  sent  in  a  resolution,  were  anxious  to  withdraw 
it  in  view  of  some  of  the  amendments.      The  resolution  was  as  follows  : — 

(a)  That  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee 
should  be  solely  responsible  to  and  elected  from  the  Co-operative 
Union,  but  a  National  Advisory  Council  should  also  be  formed 
consisting  of  the  members  of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary 
Representation  Committee,  together  with  the  representatives 
from  the  two  Wholesale  Societies  and  other  co-operative  organisa- 
tions, of  which  Congress  shall  approve,  also  a  representative  of 
each  society  or  group  of  societies  in  whose  area  an  approved  co- 
operative Parliamentary  candidate  is  being  run,  together  with  a 
small  number  of  representatives  from  other  societies  subscribing 
to  the  Parliamentary  Fund,  and  that  the  Survey  Committee  con- 
sider and  present  a  report  to  the  Central  Board  within  six  months 
for  circulation  to  the  sections  and  district  associations  in  sufficient 
time  for  consideration  previous  to  next  year's  Congress  as  to  the 
number  and  method  of  election  of  the  committee  and  council,  and 
their  duties  and  the  organisations  which  should  be  represented 
thereon. 

(b)  That  the  constitution  of  the  Co-operative  Representation  Com- 
mittee should  be  amended  at*  the  Liverpool  Congress  in  order  to 
provide  for  an  Emergency  Committee  to  take  the  place  of  the 
existing  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee, 
and  to  act  until  the  1919  Congress,  such  committee  to  consist  of 
equal  representation  from  each  Sectional  Board,  and  the  societies 
in  each  section  that  subscribe  to  the  fund,  together  with  one 
representative  from  each  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Societies 
and  from  auxiliary  bodies  connected  with  the  movement. 

Mr.  R.  Halstead  (Co-operative  Productive  Federation)  :  As  an  amend- 
ment to  the  proposed  new  constitution  of  the  Parliamentary  Representation 
Committee,  I  move  that  the  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  should  have 
a  representative  on  the  Central  Committee.  On  general  principle  the  Federa- 
tion, he  said,  claimed  a  place  on  tliis  committee,  because  the  Federation  was 
held  to  be  representative  of  certain  distinctive  interests  and  functions  of 
different  organisations.  The  productive  societies  were  not  distinctly  repre- 
sented on  the  committee,  and  on  that  ground  they  ought  to  have  a  place.  On 
the  ground  of  solid  material  co-operative  interests  the  Federation  stood  about 
third  among  the  people.      There  were  only  two  of  the  bodies  represented  on 
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the  committee  which  represented  larger  solid  economic  interests  than  the 
Federation.  They  had  about  10,000  workers  and  two  millions  of  capital  in 
the  Federation,  and  were  doing  some  4^  millions  of  trade,  and  the  Federation 
ought  to  have  a  place  on  the  committee. 

The  President  :  If  the  Congress  approves  the  Central  Board  will  be 
willing  to  accept  that  proposal.      ("  Agreed.") 

ISSUE  OF  LITERATURE. 

On  the  part  of  the  scheme  defining  the  functions  of  the  National  Co- 
operative Representation  Committee, 

Mr.  E.  Whiteley  (Manchester  and  Salford)  rose  to  move  an  amendment 
to  clause  8,  which  defined  it  to  be  a  function  of  the  committee  "to  prepare, 
for  issue  through  the  Publications  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
such  literature  as  may  be  deemed  necessaiy  for  the  success  of  the  work  of  the 
committee."  He  wished  to  move  the  deletion  of  the  words  "for  issue 
through  the  Publications  Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union."  It  was 
within  the  right  of  the  Political  Committee  to  prepare  such  literature  as  might 
be  deemed  necessary  for  the  success  of  the  work  of  the  committee.  If  they 
elected  a  committee  of  27,  representing  every  section  of  the  movement,  that 
committee  should  be  reponsible  for  the  issue  of  the  literature  of  the  Political 
Committee  and  not  the  Publications  Committee.  He  might  be  told  that  this 
clause  of  the  constitution  did  not  bear  what  he  interpreted  it  as  meaning.  If 
the  word  "committee"  had  been  deleted  and  the  word  "department"  put 
in  it  would  only  have  meant  that  the  machinery  of  the  Union  as  the  issuing 
department  would  he  used,  but  the  clause  said  the  "committee,"  and  if  they 
carried  that  out  logically  that  committee  could  act  as  a  censor  upon  everything 
sent  through  it  to  be  decided  upon.  He  hoped  that  the  National  Committee 
would  have  the  power  it  was  giving  to  the  local  committees. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  (Co-operative  Laundries)  seconded  the  amendment. 
The  wording  of  the  proposed  clause  meant  that  there  was  a  censorship  put 
upon  the  National  Committee.  It  meant  that  every  publication  which 
received  the  sanction  of  the  National  Committee  must  be  sanctioned  by  the 
Publications  Committee.  The  National  Committee  must  have  control  of  ihe 
political  work.  What  was  wanted  was  more  freedom  to  act,  not  more  brakes, 
and  they  wanted  to  act  quickly.  There  was  great  political  educational  work 
to  do,  and  that  could  not  be  done  unless  the  National  Committee  had  full 
control  over  the  publications.  He  had  every  respect  for  the  Publications 
Committee,  but  they  should  not  have  power  to  act  as  censors  over  another 
National  Committee. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Rae  (Northern  Section)  :  I  want  to  put  this  matter  right.  We 
are  a  Publications  Department,  as  described  by  the  mover  of  this  amendment, 
and  not  a  Publications  Committee,  as  described' by  the  seconder.  We  do  not 
censor,  and  never  have  censored  any  publications  on  the  lines  hinted  at.  The 
Publications  Committee  was  brought  into  being  by  the  Union  as  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Union,  to  simplify  aU  the  publication.     The  Union,  through 
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its  United  Board  and  Sectional  Boards,  publish  things  that  were  worthy  of  a 
national  issue.  The  Union  decided  that  there  should  be  a  committee  which 
should  publish  for  those  other  bodies  what  they  thought  fitting  to  be 
published.  The  committee  existed  only  to  simplify  the  work  of  the  Union, 
which  would  be  complicated  if  it  did  not  come  under  the  control  of  one 
committee. 

The  President  :  Now,  the  Board  are  prepared  to  accept  the  substitution 
of  the  word  "department"  for  "committee."       ("Agreed.") 

Mr.  W.  Ross  (Cowlairs)  :  Nothing  has  surprised  me  more  than  the  meagre 
sums  as  shown,  whenwe  consider  that  we  are  going  to  conduct  a  Parliamentary 
campaign.  I  feel  sure  that  the  sum  suggested  will  not  be  adequate  to  meet 
the  requirements.  I  belong  to  a  union  by  which  six  times  this  amount  has 
been  contributed,  and  candidates  have  been  selected  ready  to  take  their  places 
when  the  election  comes.  We  should  get  to  business,  and  simplify  matters  as 
much  as  we  can.  Time  is  essential.  The  enemy  is  outside  and  we  have 
opponents  in  the  inside.  We  can  watch  our  enemy  outside,  but  it  is  far  more 
difficult  to  watch  our  opponents  inside.  Whilst  we  have  agreed  on  one  centra] 
fund,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  if  the  movement  is  going  to  succeed  on  this 
question  of  Pai'liamentary  representation  we  must  get  to  beuiness  in  a  proper 
and  quick  manner.  It  is  suggested  in  the  Parliamentary  Committee's  report 
that  we  should  set  up  a  constitution,  but  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  far  too 
complicated.  Too  much  time  is  going  to  be  wasted  ;  we  have  wasted  a  whole 
twelve  months  already.  We  do  not  know  how  long  it  will  be  before  a  general 
election  may  come,  and  we  shall  then  find  ourselves  in  the  same  way  that  the 
country  found  itself  when  faced  with  the  war.  We  are  as  far  back  now  as 
we  were  twelve  months  ago  ("  No.")  If  not  we  have  advanced  very  little. 
As  we  have  a  tradition  handed  down  I  appeal  to  you  as  co-operatora  and  trade- 
unionists  to  hand  on  this  tradition.  I  earnestly  urge  you  to  consider  well 
what  you  are  going  to  do.  You  must  be  prepared  to  make  sacrifices  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  industrial  classes  of  the  counti-y,  otherwise  I  am  confident 
that  failure  awaits  oui'  efforts.  . 

Mr.  W.  Gallagher  (Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  During 
the  discussion,  which  was  bound  to  arise,  certain  things  were  bound  to  be  said 
about  the  present  committee.  It  had  been  said  that  twelve  months  have  been 
wasted.  It  is  only  seven  months  since  the  committee  was  formed.  We  had 
to  wait  for  the  Central  Board  to  appoint  two  representatives.  We  have  held 
meetings  every  fortnight  since  that  time.  We  have  done  a  great  deal  of  work. 
We  have  contested  a  Parliamentary  election,  and  instead  of  our  being  too  slow 
we  have  been  too  fast  in  some  particulars.  Is  this  a  time,  when  the  scheme 
has  only  had  six  months  for  trial,  to  inaugurate  a  great,  comprehensive, 
cumbersome,  costly  scheme  such  as  this.  There  were  to  be  29  members  to 
begin  with.  What  we  want  is  a  small  effective  committee  to  do  the  work, 
not  a  tremendous  committee  like  this.  If  you  have  an  executive  committee 
who  will  have  to  report  to  a  committee  of  29  we  should  have  a  circum- 
locutionary  method  from  which  no  good  result  could  be  obtained.     A  small 
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MMBwrjMWiMii  wi<iOwnitiiiiMiiMMiir»aTi:i'iii  iiwii»    •  ' 
committee  of  twelve  would  do  the  work  much  more  eflSciently.      I  hold  that 

the  ordinary  work  of  the  Parliamentai'y  Committee  is  closely  related  and  inter- 
dependent with  the  new  work.  You  ought  not  to  have  another  organising 
body  dealing  with  the  politician.  We  have  in  Scotland  a  grievance.  We  are 
to  have  one  less  representative  than  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  ] 
do  not  know  why  this  was  done,  or  whether  they  were  going  to  base  the  repre- 
sentation on  size.  I  contend  that  we  ought  to  give  the  present  scheme  a  trial. 
A  prominent  co-operator  has  stated  that  we  have  enough  machinery  to  drive 
the  world.  There  is  more  harness  than  horse.  We  have  harness  for  a  six- 
horse  team,  and  we  are  putting  it  on  what?  I  will  leave  you  to  supply  the 
answer.  The  present  Parliamentary  Committee  were  never  consulted  as  to 
the  new  constitution,  it  was  drafted  before  they  knew  anything  about  it.  1 
ask  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  Union's  people  to  set  to  work  to 
devise  a  workable,  small,  compact  scheme,  which  will  do  the  work  effectively 
and  report  to  the  next  Congress.  Unless  this  is  done  we  shall  not  know 
where  we  are  and  the  last  position  wiU  be  worse  than  the  first. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood  (Enfield  Highway)  :  I  hope  they  are  going  to  give 
fair  play  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  It  has  not  had  it  during  the  seven 
months  of  its  existence.  We  have  been  told  there  is  no  holding  up  of  interests. 
We  have  a  paper  published,  and  it  was  censored  by  the  Publications  Depart- 
ment. It  was  called  "  The  Vote  at  Last."  It  was  censored  by  the  Publica- 
tions Department — or  somebody  connected  with  it — who  deleted  portions 
of  it.  We  have  not  time  to  be  played  with  like  that.  The  committee  has 
been  held  back  by  the  Co-operative  Union.  There  will  be  nothing  done 
for  another  twelve  montlis  if  we  put  it  in  the  Union's  hands.  Give  them 
a  chance  to  can-y  on  the  work.  Let  them  have  a  free  hand,  both  as  regards 
finance  and  publications. 

Mr.  Rae  :  The  statement  that  the  paanphlet  was  censored  by  the  Publica- 
tions Department  is  absolutely  wrong. 

Mrs.  CoRRiE  (Coventry)  :  There  is  no  doubt  about  it,  it  was  held  up 
by  someone. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Bruff  (Birmingham  Printers)  :  I  want  to  support  the  policy 
of  the  Board 

The  President  ruled  him  out  of  order. 

Mr.  T.  Bird  (Ipswich)  :  I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  clause  4  of  the 
finance  regulations  :  "  Special  donations  to  the  fund  may  be  received  from 
individuals  and  others  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  committee."  I 
feel  that  in  the  short  time  at  my  disposal  and  the  multiplicity  of  objects  that 
this  clause  has  been  overlooked.  Perhaps  the  Chairman  will  give  us  some 
indication  of  what  they  had  in  mind  when  that  clause  was  drafted.  One  of  the 
principles  of  democracy  is  that  those  who  pay  the  piper  should  call  the 
tune,  so  I  do  view  with  alarm  this  clause  about  special  donations.  If  we 
have  committed  ourselves  to  Parliamentary  representation,  it  should  be 
competent  for  us  to  pay  the  piper,  and  not  have  to  rely  on  donations  and 
subscriptions  from  without,  even  though  they  ai'©  sympathisers.     If  it  costs 
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us  £10.000,  let  ua  pay  in  a  democratic  way.  If  it  costs  £50,000,  let  na  still 
be  prepared  to  pay.  One  does  not  contribute  amounts  of  this  kind  without 
expecting  something  in  return. 

Mr.  J.  MiLLiNGTON  (Midland  Section)  criticised  strongly  the  new  Parlia- 
mentary scheme  in  moving  the  following  resolution  : — 

This  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  sectional  councils  for 
representation  purposes  are  unnecessary,  and  would  prove  to  be 
elaborate,  costly,  and  cumbersome  in  practice,  an-d  that  all  the 
machinery  necessary  is  provided  in  the  National  Council,  with 
its  Executive  Committee  and  Political  Department.  It  therefore 
directs  that  the  establishment  of  these  councils  be  not  proceeded 
with. 
Or,  as  an  alternative  to  the  foregoing  : — 

Delete  section  relating  to  "sectional  councils." 
He  said  :  I  wish  to  place  the  issue  plainly  before  you.  We  aire  anxious,  in 
Birniingham  to  substitute  for  your  present  committee  a  plain,  simple  machine 
for  political  propaganda  and  the  return  of  candidates,  both  to  national  and 
local  councils;  and  we  think  for  this  purpose  the  proposed  machinery  of  a 
national  character  composed)  of  27  candidates,  as  suggested,  with  a  political 
department  and  a  secretary  controlling  it,  organised  for  propaganda  with 
societies  and  combinations  of  societies  primarily  elected  to  the  national  com- 
mittee and  linked  up  to  the  department — we  want  to  assure  you  is  all  the 
machinery  that  will  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  you  have  in  view.  On  that 
committee  you  have  all  interests  represented ;  and  you  have  your  Central 
Board  interests  not  antagonistic,  but  of  a  friendly  chai'acter.  Since  then  the 
Central  Board  have  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  We  in  Bimiingham  have 
set  up  a  council  of  five  societies,  and  connected  with  that  170  members  and 
an  executive  of  15,  to  get  men  appointed  as  magistrates  and  to  run  local  men 
for  the  Town  Council ;  and  we  find  that  machinery  answers  our  purpose.  Not 
only  does  this  aJiswer  as  the  machinery  for  the  work,  but  we  can  get  the 
finance.  Contrast  this  with  your  machinery !  You  have  a  subcommittee 
within  a  committee — a  box  within  a  box.  You  have  a  committee  which  is 
not  a  directly  elected  committee,  and  which  has  no  special  fitness  for  the  work 
to  be  done,  and  one  which  is  already  overlapping  with  other  work — what  with 
the  military  council,  food  control,  and  so>  on.  We  maintain  you  have  no 
right  to  put  an  extra  burden  on.  And  now  you  propose  to  jump  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other.  You  propose  to  jump  into  a  scheme  that  is  wide, 
elaborate,  and  will  be  costly.  There  are  four  points  why  we  think  the  scheme 
opposed  in  the  resolution  is  unnecessary  :  the  whole  of  the  ground  is  covered 
already;  it  is  doubling  the  machinery  with  no- executive  power;  it  will  be 
costly — it  costs  £728  a  year  at  present — and  you  are  setting  up  machinery 
three  times  as  large,  which  means  you  will  have  to  multiply  the  cost  by 
at  least  three ;  and  then  it  will  be  slow,  because  you  have  to  appeal  to  your 
sections.  We  suggest  that  you  have  machinery  that  is  simple  and  practical. 
Do  not  smother  the  new  political  baby  with  too  much  clothing ! 
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Mr.  E.  R.  S.  MuNDY  (Dover  District)  :  This  proposal  is  altogether  too 
cumbersome  for  any  agricultural  county  like  South- WestI  Somerset,  Devon, 
or  Cornwrall.  Already  we  have  sufficient  committees  at  work,  on  the  same 
lines  as  has  been  told  to  us  by  the  Birmingham  delegate.  We  have  already 
a  fairly  successful  district  association.  There  are  four  or  five  divisions  in 
the  county  of  Devon,  with  executive  committees,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
practical  Parliamentary  representation.  Apart  from  that,  there  are  five  rural 
districts  incapable  of  organising  for  this  purpose,  but  who  are  willing  to  be 
organised.  You  are  wanting  to  add  to  the  work  of  the  already  over-weighted 
Sectional  Board.  At  present  it  cannot  be  done  in  the  South-Western  Section. 
We  already  have  a  committee  of  guild  women  and  representatives  of  educa- 
tional committees  operating  from  Bristol  to  Penzance — you  see  the  geography 
of  one  section,  our  area,  running  from  Ilfracombe  on  the  one  side  to  Torquay 
and  Plymouth  on  the  other  !  And  then  the  railway  facilities  are  such  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  undertake  the  work  by  sectional  council ;  and  that  must 
obtain  all  over  the  country. 


SECORTD    DAY    OF    CONGRESS. 


AFTERNOON    SITTING. 


The  Congress,  on  resuming  after  lunch,  proceeded  to  discuss  the  amend- 
ment of  Birmingham  Industrial  Society  on  the  reorganisation  of  the 
Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Fathers  (Birmingham),  in  speaking  to  the  amendment,  said  :  I 
suggest  that  if  the  Board  decide  to  make  it  a  national  question  tJiey  will 
upset  all  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  the  districts  which  have  agreed 
on  their  candidates.  I  think  Mr.  May  pointed  out  very  conclusively  how 
very  unwise  it  would  be  to  adopt  sectional  boards.  I  hope  you  will  reject 
the  proposal  of  the  Central  Board. 

Mr.  J.  Penny  (Sheffield  and  Ecclesall)  :  My  feeling  is  this  :  I  want  the 
co-operative  movement  to  elect  a  single,  straight,  national  committee,  taking 
in  every  constituency,  and  there  should  b©  direct  connection  between  the 
central  body  and  the  constituency  councils.  We  do  not  want  to  cumber 
ourselves  witli  a  sectional  arrangement.  At  the  same  time  a  number  of 
constituencies  may  find  it  desirable  to  have  a  local  federation ;  and  all  the 
constituencies  in  one  of  our  sections  may  think  it  advisable  to  have  a  con- 
ference. I  do  not  want  to  be  a  barrier  in  the  way,  but  I  think  if  we  leave 
it  at  that  we  shall  arrive  at  the  best  thing  for  the.  movement. 

Mr.  C.  Walkden  (Leigh)  :  It  is  absolutely  essential  to  leave  local  units 
free  to  organise  one  with  another. 
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Mr.  F.  Hatward,  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Board,  said  :  Every  speaker 
has  assumed  that  if  the  scheme  went  through  there  would  be  a  sectional 
council  in  every  district.  There  is  complete  autonomy,  but  it  was  thought 
that  this  scheme,  while  meeting  Scotland's  scheme  of  Home  Rule,  would 
not  force  any  other  districts  who  do  not  want  separate  action  to  take  it. 
The  scheme  of  the  Central  Board  is  the  most  efficient. 

The  President  :  We  can  soon  test  it. 

Deleoate  in  the  Gallery  :  Where  does  the  Scotch 

The  President  :  You  will  come  later  on.  Those  in  favour  of  the  latter 
portion  of  the  Birmingham  amendment  will  signify  by  holding  up  their  hands. 
Carried  by  a  very  large  majority. 

SCOTTISH   AUTONOMY    PROPOSALS. 

The  next  resolution  was  one  sent  in  by  Clydebank,  Cowlairs,  Shettleston, 
St.  George,  and  St.  Rollox  societies  : — 

That  a  separate  committee  be  instituted  for  Scotland,  consisting  of 
three  members  of  the  Scottish  Section,  two  members  from  the 
Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Board,  one  from  each 
of  the  ten   Conference  District  Committees,   and  one  from  the 
Scottish   Women's   Guild.      This   committee   to   exercise   all  the 
powers,  so  far  a.s  Scotland  is  concerned,  as  the  scheme  confers 
on  the  Central  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee,  and  to 
work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Central  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation Committee  in  its  national  policy. 
The  General  Secretary  :  This  resolution  is  to  be  moved  in  five  minutes, 
seconded  in  five  minutes,   and   four  other  speakers  will  have  three  minutes 
each. 

Mr.  W.  Kerr  (St.  George,  Glasgow),  in  moving  the  resolution,  said  : 
Let  me  be  veiy  plain  and  tell  you  that  this  is  a  very  modified  request  we 
are  putting  before  you  for  Home  Rule.  The  difference  between  the  Home 
Rule  question  we  are  putting  before  you  and  the  question  which  has  been 
disturbing  the  country  for  some  time  is  this  :  We  are  putting  our  moderate; 
request  before  a  democratic  assembly,  and  in  the  other  case  that  cannot  be 
said.  I  am  pleased  that  this  amendment  has  been  allowed  to  come  on.  We 
have  been  hearing  a  good  deal  about  democracy.  We  have  been  hearing 
about  the  advent  of  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  We  are  enthusiastic 
at  the  moment  so  far  asi  Parliamentary  representation  is  concerned.  If  you 
grant  this  request  by  the  Scottish  societies  you  will  save  a  considerable 
amount  of  friction  in  the  future.  The  success  of  our  political  movement 
depends  very  much  upon  how  you  commence.  Supposing  the  Congress  does 
not  agree  to  our  proposals,  we  are  still  whole-heartedly  in  favour  of  Parlia- 
mentary representation.  We  believe  in  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  I 
dci  not  advocate  the  Labour  Party  more  than  any  other,  but  if  the  Labour 
Party  is  working  to  bring  in  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth  let  us  support 
them.       If  you  grant  this  modest  request  we  from   Scotland  are  making  it 
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will  help  us  very  materially  and  benefit  our  movement  considerably.  Yesterday 
we  discussed  the  position  of  women  to  Parliamentary  representation.  So 
far  as  Scotland  is  concerned,  we  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  women, 
and  we  know  that  the  women  realise  to  a  greater  extent  than  we  men  the 
necessity  for  Parliamentary  representation.  We  are  anxious  not  to  miss 
any  opportunity  that  may  be  u^ed  in  the  future ;  and  by  granting  this  request 
you  will  help  us.  I  think  I  can  leave  it  to  this  democratic  Congress  to  give 
a  democratic  and  just  decision. 

Mr.  C.  Hunter  (Cowlairs)  :  I  second  this  rasolution,  which,  I  can  assure 
you,  is  not  put  forward  in  any  parochial  or  sectional  spirit,  but  because  of 
the  interest  we  have  in  Parliamentary  representation.  We  heard  with  great 
enthusiasm  the  report  of  our  delegates  to  the  Emergency  Conference  at  London, 
and  Cowlairs  Society  at  once  put  a  scheme  into  operation.  We  have  organised 
the  women's  guild,  about  1,<XK)  strong,  and  we  have  organised  the  agencies 
of  the  society  with  a  view  to  this  campaign.  We  have  issued  no  literature, 
because  we  have  not  received  any  from  the  Parliamentary  Representation 
Coimmittee.  Quite  recently  we  had  the  mortification  of  noticing  that  the 
Independent  Labour  Party  were  stealing  a  march  upon  us  and  claiming  the 
seat.  We  believe  we  are  able  to  fix  up  working  arrangements  with  the  Labour 
Party  or  any  other  party  working  for  democracy ;  and  if  the  Congress  leaves 
this  work  in  our  hands  we  shall  be  able  to  send  someone  who  will  stand  up 
for  our  rights  in  Parliament.  We  know  you  can  vote  us  down  at  this 
Congress,  but  we  appeal  to  you  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  reasonable  or  fair 
to  give  us  a  chance  in  Scotland  to  work  ou    our  own  political  salvation. 

Mr.  N.  McLean  (Scottish  Section)  :  Let  me  point  out,  as  was  stated 
by  the  mover,  this  amendment  was  carried  at  the  annual  conference  of  the 
Scottish  co-operative  societies  this  year  as  an  amendment  to  the  Central 
Board's  own  constitution.  You  are,  therefore,  getting  in  this  amendment 
what  is  practically  the  desire  of  Scotland,  I  wish  English  delegates  to 
understand  that  Scotland  is  not  an  English  county.  It  is  a  nation  by  itself, 
with  its  own  national  traditions,  temperament — perhaps  too  much — and  its 
own  laws.  Scottish  law  isi  entirely  different  from  English  law.  You  have, 
therefore,  to  consider,  in  placing  your  votes  before  Congress,  in  deciding 
this  matter  you  are  not  deciding  something  which  is  really  a  part  of  England, 
but  something  which  appertains  to  a  separate  country.  We  did  not  wait  for 
the  Emergency  Congress  to  put  our  machinery  in  order.  As  soon  as  the 
Swansea  Congress  decided  that  political  action  should  be  taken  the  Scottish 
societies  set  a  political  committee  at  work.  That  committee  has  been 
organising  the  constituencies.  It  has  been  circularising  societies  and  urging 
the  necessity  of  co-operators  taking  a  part  in  political  action.  It  has  been 
doing  everything  possible  to  make  the  movement  a  political  as  well  as  a 
commercial  and  ethical  force.  We  ask  you  as  the  predominant — the  very 
predominant  partner — to  at  least  give  Scotland  Home  Rule  in  this  particular 
connection.  We  hear  a  lot  of  talk  about  "self-determination."  Give  Scotland 
self-determination — allow  us  to  work  out  our  own  emancipation  and  conduct 
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our  affairs  in  our  own  way.  When  it  comes  to  international  matter  we  can 
stand  side  by  side,  even  if  you  get  a  little  ahead  of  us.  A  slur  has  been 
cast  upon  the  Scottish  societies  that  they  vote  for  asterisks.  Men  in  Scotland 
and  England  have  voted  for  names  and  political  parties,  and  have  not  voted 
for  principles.  We  have  to  get  rid  of  that.  I  ask  you  to  assist  Scotland  in 
being  able  to  decide  Scottish  principles  by  Scottish  votes. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Blair  (North-W€st«m  Section)  :  I  want  to  support  the  plea 
of  the  Scottish  delegates  in  this  matter.  A  good  deal  of  co-operative  inspira- 
tion comes  from  Scotland.  They  are  noted  as  a  ho&pitab.'e  nation.  In 
co-operative  matters  I  consider  that  the  Scottish  co-operators  have  been  very 
progressive  in  the  past,  even  before  the  formation  of  the  Parliamentary 
Representation  Committee,  and  they  deserve  recognition  in  this  particular 
matter.  Scotland  has,  in  the  past,  taken  upon  itself  the  burden  of  fighting 
co-operative  elections  long  before  we  thought  of  forming  our  political  com- 
mittee. I  hope  that  the  delegates  from  the'  other  parts  of  the  country  will 
realise  the  position  of  the  Scottish  co-operators.  Scottish  co-operators  have 
been  able  to  work  alongside  with  the  trade  imioni  forces.  This  has  been  a 
great  help  and  a  great  strength.  If  we  give  them  power  to  form  their  own 
organisation  in  the  Scottish  Section  it  will  enable  them  to  work  in  harmony 
with  the  trade-unionists  in  a  way  it  has  not  been  possible  for  them  hitherto 
to  do.     I  have  great  pleasure  in  supporting  the  amendment. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Whitlock  (Stratford)  :  I  hope  that  this  amemlment  will  not 
be  carried.  All  machinators  try,  to  split  you  up.  The  same  arguments  c^n 
be  used  for  putting  Wiltshire,  and  Cornwall,  and  any  other  place,  in  a 
separate  organisation  if  they  decided  to  go  in  for  Home  Rule.  Every  argument 
that  has.  been  used  is  one  for  keeping  Scotland  in.  Surely  they  can  let  us 
have  this  experience  in  England.  Let  them  come  here  and  push  us  along. 
There  was  no  reason  given  that  if  this  proposal  were  carried  you  will  have 
more  effective  organisation  for  the  British  House  of  Conmions.  Men  will 
split  up  your  organisation.  The  organisation  ought  to  be  kept  as  clean  and 
tight  as  possible.  The  forces  you  have  to  meet  are  organised,  not  as  Scotch, 
Irish,  Welsh,  or  English.  No,  they  are  too  clever  for  that.  They  preach  it 
to  you,  but  they  do  not  preach  it  to  themselves.  They  have  not  a  Scotch 
railway  board  in  the  House  of  Commons;  they  have  a  railway  board  which 
looks  after  the  interests  of/  the  railways  of  the  United  Kingdom.  You  ask 
Mr.  May,  he  will  tell  you.  They  have  not  an  engineers'  employers'  federation 
for  Scotland.  I  know  they  have  a  section  there,  and  they  take  in  the  whole 
country.  When  the  engineers  meet  at  York  they  meet  the  employers  through- 
out the  country.  You  keep  your  organisation  tight;  do  not  split  off  into 
nationalities.  If  this  is  passed,  next  year  the  Welsh  will  come  and  ask  for 
Home  Rule;  then  Wiltshire  will  ask  for  Home  Rule,  and  London  as  well. 

Mr.  J.  Black  WELL  (Gloucester)  :  I  am  sorry  that  this  objector  to  what  is 
going  to  be  very  nearly  a  unanimous  vote  did  not  supply  us  with  arguments 
whereby  we  could  have  gained  some  infonnation  sufficient  to  have  enabled 
lis  to  have  voted  against  the  ajnendment.     Amongst  our  Scottish  friends  wp 
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have  such  men  as  the  one  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Chairman,  who 
has  devoted  his  life  to  the  co-operative  movement,  more  especially  the  inter- 
national side.  We  have  admired  the  stmbility,  sincerity,  and  earnestness  on 
the  part  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Maxwell  and  those  associated  with  him.  I  know 
at  the  same  time  another  section  of  the  United  Kingdom  which  is  seeking 
power  to  administer  their  own  local  affairs.  How  can  we  as  a  democratic 
institution  withhold  fromj  extending  to  our  Scottish  friends  the  desire  of 
their  hearts.  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  day — I  have  my  reasons,  but  1 
am  not  going  to  enter  into  them  just  now — as  regards  Home  Rule  for  Wales, 
and  that  will  come.  When  it  does  come  I  hope  we  shall  be  as  unanimous  as 
we  are  this  morning.  I  do  with  all  the  earnestness  I  am  capable  of  commanding 
ask  this  Congress  to  be  unanimous  in  its  decision,  so  that  at  the  next 
Congress  we  shall  be  more  united  than  we  ever  have  been  in  coasequence 
of  our  vote. 

Mr.  F.  Haywabd  :  We  are  here  to-day  as  the  Co-operative  Union  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  this  resolution 

Some   Scottish  delegates  interrupted. 

The  President  :  Let  the  speaker  proceed. 

Mr.  Hayvvakd  :  Scotland  will  be  diverted,  according  to  this  resolution, 
to  the  committee  which  it  is  proposed  to  set  up.  We  want  Scotland  to  work, 
and  continue  to  vrork,  amongst  us,  so  that  we  in  England  may  be  able  to 
bring  our  machinery  to  the  same  state  of  efficiency  that  they  claim  they 
have  there.  I  hope  Congress  will  decide  to  reject  this  resolution,  and  give 
to  Scotland  the  same  rights  as  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom  in  the  scheme. 

The  amendment  at  this  point  was  submitted  to  the  vote,  and  was  declared 
rejected  by  a  large  majority. 

The  Ghjneieal  Secretary  :  Bannockburn  withdraw  their  amendment, 
because  sectional  councils  have  been  deleted  from  the  report. 

The  President  :  The  next  is  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  as  amended. 
Those  in  favour?     The  "Ayes"  have  it  by  a  very  large  majority. 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  TRADE-UNIONISTS  AND  CO  OPERATORS. 
(Sea  Report  26,  page  168  ) 

Mr.  R.  Rowsell  (Southern  Section)  :  I  would  like  to  direct  your  attention 
to  the  report  of  this  committee.  I  think  there  is  not  much  to  add  to  what 
is  containe<l  there.  You  will  find  the  whole  of  the  facts  carefully  set  out 
and  fully  reported.  The  on'y  addition  I  might  make  is  that  you  will  find 
in  every  case  dealt  with  by  the  committee,  not  the  general  system  of  arbitra- 
tion, where  you  hear  the  claims  of  both  parties  and  then  divide  by  two,  but 
that  the  committee  have  carefully  considered  tne  whole  of  the  circumstances 
and  have  given  their  awards  in  a  complete,  just,  and  equitable  manner. 
Another  point  I  would  like  to  refer  to  is  the  cordial  and  friendly  feeling 
in  every  instance  prevailing  between  the  societies  and  the  trade  unions 
concerned.     Every  reference  to  the  committee  hae  been  of  the  most  friendly 
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character^  and  I  think  in  every  instance  the  award  of  the  oomniittee  has 
been  accepted  as  being  a  just  and  fair  one. 

Mr.  W.  Bentley  (Bolton)  :  Is  there  any  conflict  between  this  Board 
and  the  National  Ck>nciliation  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union?  It  seems 
to  me  we  have  two  bodies  sitting  for  the  settlement  of  wages  disputes.  I 
should  like  a  word  from  the  General  Secretary  as  to  the  exact  position. 

The  Geneeal  Secretary  :  I  think  it  is  very  clear.  The  Joint  Committee 
of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators  have  to  deal  with  craft  unions,  as  apart 
from  the  A.U.C.E. 

UNITED  ADVISORY  COUNCIL   OF  ITIADE-UNIONISTS  AND 
CO-OPERATORS. 

(See  Report  27,  page  171.) 

Mr.  W.  H.  Watkins  (South-Western  Section)  :  Section  27  is  a  new  section 
in  our  report  to  Congress.  It  is  the  outcome  of  a  frank,  spontaneous,  and 
generous  Remand  of  our  trade-unionist  friends  for  a  better  understanding 
of  the  co-operative  movement.  In  the  resolution  you  will  find  that  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  states  that  the  development  of  the  co-operative  movement 
is  essential  to  the>  tra-de-union  movement;  and  they  ask,  further  on  in  that 
resolution,  that  representatives  of  our  body  be  selected  to  conceive  plans  for 
the  working  together  in  the  future  of  these  two  great  bodies  of  workers  in 
this  country.  The  report,  a&  it  continues,  gives  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  by  these  duly  appointed  representatives.  A  statement  was  adopted 
by  our  National  Emergency  Conference  as  to  the  objects  proposed  and  the 
progress  made  by  the  two  movements  working  together  in  double  harness; 
and  it  was  also  axlopted  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  The  trade-unionists 
wanted  to  know  if  the  co-operative  movement  was  financially  strong  enough 
to  carry  on  the  financial  work  of  the  trade-union  movement.  Six  of  their 
representatives  and  six  of  ours  were  appointed  to  meet  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  and  their  bank  manager,  and  a  most  interesting  interview 
took  place.  The  fear  v.^as  expressed  that  the  occasion  might  arise  when  the 
co-operative  movement  could  not  meet  all  the  demands  made  upon  it  if  the 
trade  union  funds  were  invested  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society. 
"  Our  funds  now  amount  to  a  million,  and  we  might  want  that  to  be  with- 
drawn," said  they.  "  What  would  happen  ?  "  The  reply  was  that  the  incoming 
and  outgoing  per  day  in  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Bank  was  no 
less  than  £1,000,000  sterling.  Probably  some  of  the  delegates  here  to-day 
will  be  as  much  pleased  to  hear  that  as  w^^ere  the  trade-unionists.  It  means 
that  the  financial  power  of  the  movement  is  such  that  it«  business  is  of 
such  an  extent  and  a  character  that  every  day  in  the  year  one  million  of 
money  passes  through  the  bank.  That  was  sufficient  for  the  trade-unionists. 
Since  then  they  have  gone  on  organising  a  series  of  joint  conferences — one 
has  already  been  held  at  Manchester  and  another  at  Bristol,  and  the  reports 
from  both  have  been  satisfactory.  The  next  joint  conference  is  to  be  held 
in  London,  and  later  one  at  Glasgow.     The  idea  is  to  familiarise  the  minds 
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of  the  rank  and  file  of  both  movements  with  the  nature  of  this  great  under- 
taking. May  I  commend  this  section  of  the  report  to  your  careful  and 
sympathetic  consideration,  and  venture  to  say  that  in  future  reports  to 
Congress  this  section  will  rank  amongst  the  most  important  sections  of  all. 

Mr.  W.  Bentley  (Bolton)  :  I  notice  that  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ordinary 
business  the  question  of  excess  profits  duty  was  discussed  and  a  resolution 
passed  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  May  we  have 
the  basis  of  that  resolution  sent  in  our  name  ? 

The  President  :  The  resolution  was  to  the  effect  that  our  trade  union 
friends  were  entirely  in  sympathy  with  us  in  this  matter,  and  that  they 
would  join  forces  with  us  to  get  justice  and  equity  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Pendlebury  (Coventry)  :  I  would  like  to  refer  to  the  question 
of  trade  unions  banking  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  suggest' 
that  every  delegate  should  emphasise  this  portion  of  the  report;  and  where 
there  has  been  no  action  the  delegates  should  go  to  their  trade  unions  and 
emphasise  it  there.  I  might  suggest  that  some  hints  should  be  given  to 
secretaries  in  regard  to  cheques.  I  know  that  information  has  been  given, 
but  there  are  sometimes  queries  as  to  modes  of  procedure,  and  a  little  book 
giving  more  information  would  be  a  help  to  the  trade  union  secretaries. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Stubbs  (Cambridge)  :  The  workers  of  the  country  must  take 
joint  action  between  the  co-operative  movement  and  the  trade-union  movement. 
They  must  stand  solidly.  We  saw  what  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
did  during  the  Dublin  strike.  If  the  workers  will  put  their  money  into 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  then,  in  the  event  of  industrial  disputes, 
they  can  get  money  to  feed  their  wives  and  children. 

Mr.  S.  Blakeborough  (Co-operative  Newspaper  Society)  :  I  want  to 
emphasise  the  point  in  regard  to  banking  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society.    There  are  150  societies  who  do  not  bank  with  the  Wholesale  Society. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD. 
(See  Report  29,  page  175.) 

The  President  at  this  stage  presented  the  list  of  gentlemen  recommended 
by  their  sectional  boards,  and  approved  by  the  United  Board,  for  election 
as  honorary  members,  and  the  Congress  unanimously  approved  oif  the  list. 

DECEASED    MEMBERS. 
(See  Report  30,  page  175.) 

The  President  also  submitted  the  list  of  deceased  members  of  the  Central 
Board.  Since  the  report  was  printed  two  more  had  passed  away — Messrs. 
C.  J.  Beckett,  of  St.  Annes  (honorary  member),  and  S.  Butler,  of  L<:ng 
Eaton  (Midland  Section).  The  President  said  :'  We  lament  T,he  lor,s  the 
movement  hae  suffered  in  the  death  of  these  members,  and  I  will  ask  you 
to  rise  in  your  places  in  respect  to  the  memory  of  these  departed  friends. 

To  this  the  delegates  gracefully  and  respectfully  responded. 
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A   SOCIETY   TRANSFERRED. 
(See  Report  32,  page  180.) 

After  dealing  with  the  reports  of  the  sections,  the  President  •lir'?cted 
*,he  attention  of  the  delegiites  to  the  application  of  the  Llanidloes  Co-operati\e 
Socjety  to  be  transferred  from  the  Western  to  the  Midland  Section.  Icth 
S<>.:lior:al  Boards  were  agreed,  but  the  approval  of  Congress  was  reqnii-Bj. 

The  Pbesident  forma] ly  moved  that  the  Iransifer  be  agreed  to,  and  this 
was  carried  nem.  con. 

CO-OPERATIVE   UNION  FINANCES. 
(See  Report  33,  page  180.) 

Mr.  S.  F.  Pehry  (Birkenhead),  recalling  the  remarks  made  in  the 
morning  by  Mr.  Dudley,  said  :  I  am  quite  prepared  to  give  him  full  credit 
for  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Union,  but  I  want  to  submit 
that  we  are  not  quite  so  badly  off  as  Mr.  Dudley  imagines  us  to  be.  He  was 
quite  right  to  point  out  the  dangers  ahead,  but  we  have  not  so  very  much 
cause  to  complain.  He  made  the  point  this  morning  that  but  for  an  increase 
from  the  investments  our  expenditure  for  the  year  1917  would  have  exceeded 
our  income.  May  1  point  out  that  while  the  income,  apart  from  receipts 
from  publications,  is,  roughly,  about  £20,000;  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
items  making  over  £1,100  of  extraordinary  expenditure.  We  have  had  over 
£500  for  the  Emergency  Conference  in  London,  and  the  Survey  Conunittee 
cost  us  over  £440  during  1917.  I  am  not  complaining  about  that  expenditure, 
because  every  penny  of  it  will  prove  to  be  money  we:l  spent.  For  the 
Holyoake  Centenary  we  had  an  extraordinary  expenditure  of  over  £200.  The 
policy  of  the  Union  two  or  three  years  ago,  in  seeking  to  make  the  Union 
a  real  live  Uoiion,  and  advancing  the  subscriptions  from  the  societies,  had 
been  justified ;  and,  having  regard  to  the  extraordinary  items  of  expenditure, 
we  still  stand  in  a  good  position,  and  I  wish  to  congratulate  the  Central 
Board  on  the  healthy  state  of  its  finances. 

I\Ir.  W.  H.  Savage  (Birmingham)  :  Does  the  item  of  £217.  3s.  8d.  for  the 
Holyoake  Centenary  close  this  account  ? 

The  Genral  Secretary  :  Yes  ! 

THE   SURVEY   COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 
(See  Report  37,  page  1H.3) 

The  next  item  reached  was  the  report  of  the  Co-operative  Survey  Com 
mJttee.  Before  this  was  submitted,  Mr.  Watkins,  on  behalf  of  the  Standing 
Orders  Committee,  outlined  the  procedure  .which  it  was  proposed  to  follow. 

The  President  :  It  is  proposed  that  a  statement  should  be  made  by  the 
members  i-esponsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  report. 

A  Delegate  :  If  Mir.  Ra-e  makes  a  statement  lasting  ten  minutes,  and 
the  chairman  of  each  section  have  another  ten  minutes  each,  and  Mr.  Rae 
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had  another  ten  minutes  for  his  reply,  this  limits  the   educational  part  to 
half  an  hour. 

Mr.  Rae  :  I  can  assure  my  friend  that  as  regards  the  division  of  time  for 
educational  matters  it  is  quite  fair.  There  is  very  little  in  the  report  bearing 
onj  education ;  you  dealt  so  generously  with  it  last  year  that  the  amount  of 
time  relegated  to  it  is  sufficient.  I  will  ask  you  to  accept  the  Survey  Com- 
mittees report ;  I  will  not  move  its  adoption.  The  Survey  Committee  expected 
it  to  be  discussed.  This  is  better  than  we  should  finally  adopt  the  report 
and  forget  it.  We  feel  that  the  suggestion  made  will  meet  our  aims  better 
than  anything  else.  The  report  can  be  accepted  after  discussion  here,  that 
it  should  be  completed  and  printed  and  circulated  in  the  early  autumn.  It 
could  then;  be  discussed  throughout  the  whole  winter,  and  then  come  up 
for  adoption  at  the  next  Congress.  The  members  of  the  Survey  Committee 
want  to  do  nothing  else  than  help  co-operators  to  get  nearer)  this  final  goal. 
We  want  to  remove  that,  for  which  we  shall  substitute  something  better. 
We  want  to  interfere  with  no  vested  interests.  My  own  education  committee 
do  not  like  to  feel  that  they  are  going  to  be  removed  and  others  put  in  their 
places.  It  is  quite  natural.  I  never  knew  a  suggestion  made  for  the  removal 
of  a  member  of  a  committee  which  did  not  fail  to  touch  the  heart  of  that 
member.  It  has  been  hinted  that  the  Survey  Committee  have  been  a  long 
time  over  the  survey.  I  would  have  you  remember  that  the  people  who  sit 
on  it  are  not  people  of  leisure.  They  work  day  in  day  out  and  have  their 
hobbies.  It  was  not  possible  to  give  the  time  we  should-^  have  liked,  and 
in  consequence  the  meetings  have  spread  over  a  long  time.  But  there  have 
not  been  too  many  after  all.  The  Survey  Committee  has  been  meeting  for 
three  years.  They  met  15  times  as  a  full  committee.  The  Education  Sub- 
committee met  21  times,  the  Constitutional  Sub-committee  36  times,  the 
Propaganda  Sub-committee  31  times.  These  meetings  were  spread  over  a 
long  time,  but  we  have  wasted  no  time  in  excessive  meetings.  We  have 
produced  a  volume  of  suggestions  and  statistics,  such  as  the  co-operative 
movement  had  never  had  put  in  its  hands  before.  The  Education  Sub- 
committee were  ordered  to  resume  negotiations  with  the  Co-operative  Press, 
and  they  have  done  so.  When  this  report  was  put  in  print  the  Education 
Sub-committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  negotiations  could'  be  carried 
no  further.  You  will  find  a  memorandum  on  the  subject  in  the  report.  You 
will  find  at  the  end  of  the  memorandum  certain  suggestions  were  made.  We 
want  to  withdraw  the  whole  of  these  suggestions  to-day,  because  the  good 
sense  of  our  friends  of  the  Co-operative  Press  have  enabled  us  to  open  the 
door  for  further  negotiations,  which  we  believe  will  lead  to  the  strengthening 
of  the  Co-operative  Press  in  the  future.  What  we  want  to  do  is  to  help 
co-operation  to  assert  itself.  We  want  to  deprive  none  of  the  pleasure  of 
work ;  we  want  to  provide  more  work  for  those  who  have  the  appetite  for 
it.  Receive  our  report.  Please  discuss  it,  and  then,  when  it  is  finally  adopted, 
live  up  to  it  like  good  co-operators. 

Mr.    W.   Gregory   ( North- Western   Section)  :    I  have  great  pleasiure  in 
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introdacing  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  constitution  and 
administration.  I  may  say  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  in  the  time  allotted 
to  me  to  deal  in  detail  with  the  various  suggestions  which  we  have  to  make 
as  a  result  of  our  inquiry.  You  will  readily  understand  that  the  committee 
has  had  to  wade  through  a  great  mass  of  information  and  evidence,  and  on 
that  evidence,  in  the  light  of  past  experience  and  requirements  of  the  future, 
we  have  at  any  rate  been  able  to  make  suggestions  which  we  think  will 
improve  the  constitution  of  the  movement  and  to  make  it  better  to  meet  the 
requirements  made  upon  it.  First  of  all,  we  felt  that  it  was  far  better 
to  inquire  into  our  conditions  and  to  put  our  own  house  in  order  before  we 
were  able  to  make  suggestions  for  other  people  to  do  likewise.  We  began  our 
inquiry  by  examining  the  constitution  of  the  Co-operative  Union  itself,  and, 
without  casting  any  reflections  on  those  who  drew  up  the  original  constitution, 
which,  of  course,  was  adequate  at  the  time  it  was  instituted,  is  wholly 
inadequate  to  meet  the  conditions  and  circimistanoes  at  the  present  time.  We 
have  numerous  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the 
Union  and  its  administration.  First  of  all,  take  the  objects  of  the  Union. 
We  felt  that  it  was  necessary  that  the  world  should  know  what  we  are  out 
for  and  what  our  intentions  are.  We  felt  that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  say 
that  we  are  booksellers,  publishers,  and  the  like,  but  that  we  are  out  to 
establish  the  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  We  proposed  an  alteration  in  the 
rules  setting  out  our  aim  to  create  a  Co-operative  Commonwealth.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  Central  Board  of  the  Union.  The  Central  Board,  as  you 
know,  is  a  Board  for  the  management  and  control  of  the  Co-operative 
Union.  We  find  that  the  Board  has  not  carried  out  what  we  believed  it  was 
intended  should  be  and  largely  is,  its  proper  function.  Immediately  after 
its  election  it  met  and  appointed  sub-committees,  relegating  all  its  duties 
to  these  sub-committees,  and  never  met  again  until  the  end  of  the  Congress 
year.  Immediately  prior  to  the  sitting  of  Congress  the  Board  adopted  the 
reports  of  these  committees  as  the  Central  Board  report,  and  presented  it  to 
Congress  as  such.  We  feel  that  this  is  not  the  proper  function  of  the  Central 
Board.  It  is  democratically  elected,  and  it  ought  to  set  out  a  policy  for  the 
movement,  and  to  see  that  this  policy  is  carried  out.  It  is  necessary,  we 
feel,  that  this  Board  should  meet  oftener,  and  should  take  up  its  duties 
and  carry  them  out.  We  make  suggestions  to  that  effect.  This  will  mean 
the  abolition  of  some  committees,  such  as  the  office  committee,  and  the  setting 
up  of  an  executive  committee  of  the  Central  Board  itself.  I  am  sure  if  you 
consider  the  matter  thoroughly  you  will  realise  that  this  is  a  sound  way  of 
dealing  vdth  the  central  authority  of  the  Co-operative  Union.  Later  on 
we  are  venturing  to  suggest  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  should  consider 
the  setting  up  of  a  permanent  executive  of  the  movement.  Much  has  been 
said  about  unification,  and  the  using  of  the  potential  powers  in  the  proper 
direction ;  but  I  venture  to  think  that  the  ever-changing  personnel  of  the 
committees  of  the  Union  makes  it  impossible  to  realise  the  full  force  of 
our  power  in  that  direction.  It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  men ;  it  is  the  fault 
of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  exist.       They  have   work  to  do  in 
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other  vocations  to  earn  their  daily  bread ;  it  is  only  their  spare  time  which 
they  can  devote  to  the  services  of  the  movement.  The  consequence  is  that 
we  are  not  able  to  bring  all  the  forces  to  bear  at  the  proper  time,  and  in 
consequence  opportunities  are  lost  which  might  have  been  used  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  movement.  Think  it  over  whether  or  not  the  committee 
should  be  free  and  unfettered  from  any  obligation  in  order  that  they  may 
give  their  services  full  and  entirely  to  the  movement.  There  is  another 
point  to  which  1  -desire  to  draw  attention,  and  that  is  the  consideration  of 
the  section  boundaries.  Since  the  boundaries  were  set  the  movment  has 
•developed  to  such  an  extent  that  it  has  become  necessary,  after  a  full  inquiry, 
to  divide  up  the  existing  sections  in  order  to  get  greater  efficiency  and  to 
develop  the  movement  much  quicker  than  having  too  large  sections,  where 
we  have  not  the  conti'ol  which  we  ought  to  have.  As  regards  the  Auxiliary 
Council,  we  feel  that  whilst  we  have  in  the  movement  a  large  number  of  very 
powerful  and  beneficial  factors,  we  find  that  we  have  not  the  result  out  of 
that  work  as  there  otherwise  would  be  if  they  acted  in  unison  and  cohesion 
one  with  the  other.  We  have  suggested  that  there  should  be  set  up  an 
auxiliary  advisory  council.  These  bodies  will  be  represented  on  a  council 
where  they  can  discuss  together  the  policy  of  the  movement,  and  where  they 
can  imderstand  thoroughly  what  everyone  is  doing.  There  would  be  no 
overlapping  and  waste  of  time.  The  general  policy  of  the  movement  would 
be  built  up  and  developed  in  a  proper  and  systematic  way.  This  is  one  way 
of  gathering  strength  and  power  thi'ough  the  auxiliary  bodies  in  the  move- 
ment. It  is  our  desire  that  there  should  be  a  free  discussion  of  this  report 
on  eveiy  point,  and  that  any  doubts  in  your  mind  should  be  cleared  up,  so  that 
the  report  may  be  issued  and  discussed  throughout  the  movement.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  desirable  that  you  should  have  a  grasp  of  what  is  meant  by  the 
proposals  of  the  Survey  Committee. 

Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  :  I  want  to  support  the  efforts  to  make 
the  Union  a  real  Union  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  While  we  are  all  hoping 
and  working  for  the  upholding  and  maintaining  of  democracy,  we  must 
realise  that  it  is  a  real  danger  unless  it  is  wisely  led  and  controlled.  We 
ought  to  abide  by  the  constitution  and  have  confidence  in  our  leaders  to  leave 
matters  in  their  hands. 

Mr.  H.  Brindley  (Burslem)  :  I  support  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee.  If  we  are  to  have  democratic  control,  we  must  have  it  constitu- 
tionally to  have  success.       There  is  enough  of  chaos  outside. 

Mr.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  :  It  is  a  surprising  thing  to  me  how  the  Central 
Board  has  been  prepared  to  submit  for  so  long  to  this  false  position.  If  the 
Central  Board  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  controlling  authority  of  this  Congress, 
give  them  a  fair  chance  to  make  a  fair  show  for  their  position.  A  Board 
which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events,  would  meet  on  the  Saturday  morning 
before  the  Congress  and  on  the  Tuesday  during  Congress  can  hardly  be  said 
to  have  a  real  chance  for  a  position  holding  responsibility.  I  am  not  a  betting 
man,  but  I  have  heard  something  about  backing  two  horses.  I  would  like 
to  know  which  horse  the  committee  is  backing. 


018  Discussion  on  Befobt. 


Mr.  T.  Anderson  (York)  :  The  qualification  for  membership  states  that 
a  man  must  have  served  some  term  on  a  society's  committee  before  he  can 
serve  on  the  Centi'al  Board.  A  man  may  not  have  served  on  the  Board  of  .his 
society,  or  may  not  have  had  experience  as  the  manager  of  a  society  or  served 
as  a  member  of  a  committee,  but  he  might  be  just  as  well  qualified  for  election 
to  the  Central  Board  as  tliough  he  had  gone  through  what  they  consider  is  the 
necessary  preliminary  state.  It  is  not  always  possible  in  a  society  of  12,000 
members  for  all  the  people  to  sei"ve  at  once  on  any  of  its  committees ;  but  • 
man  may  have  gathered  that  kind  of  information  that  may  fit  him  for  a  seat 
on  the  Central  Board.  Should  this  scheme  go  through,  either  now  or  next 
year,  it  will  be  very  difficult  later  on  to  wipe  out  this  clause.  I  should  not 
like  this  scheme  adopted  with  this  recommendation  in  it,  for  it  might  lead  to 
the  exclusion  of  many  able  men  in  the  movement. 

A  Delegate  :  This  portion  of  the  report  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Gregory 
in  a  speech  of  ten  minutes,  and  then  you  decided  to  take  it  page  by  page.  I 
suggest  the  discussion  should  be  limited  to  a  small  number  of  delegates,  and 
make  it  a  rule  that  a  delegate  should  only  speak  once. 

Mr.  J.  Blackwell  (Gloucester)  :  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  instead  of  the 
•  Central  Board's  recommendation  as  to  qualifications  for  members  of  the  Board 
in  respect  to  previous  service  on  the  Central  Board,  or  on  general  or  educa- 
tional committees,  the  length  of  membership  of  the  movement,  say  three  years, 
should  be  the  qualification. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Booth  (Hull)  :  I  am  on  the  side  of  the  "Government"  in 
this  matter.  We  have  to  take  a  long  view  in  this  matter  and  legislate  to-day 
on  wise  constructional  lines.  I  am  not  prepared,  and  I  would  be  surprised  if 
the  Congress  were,  to  legislate  for  those  heaven-sent  individuals  who  have 
done  nothing  for  the  movement,  but  who  are  especially  fitted  for  co-operative 
work.  We  are  not  legislating  for  extraordinary  people,  but  just  ordinary 
men  who  have  bome  the  heat  and  burden  of  co-operation,  whose  work  and 
service  are  well  known,  and  if  we  take  a  sane  view  we  will  simply  put  Mr. 
Anderson's  idea  out  of  court  altogether  and  retain  our  sanity  by  supporting 
the  "  Government. " 

The  President  :  What  I  think  the  Standing  Ordere  say  is  that  we  should 
have  a  general  discussion.  If  we  take  it  up  paragraph  by  paragraph  we  will 
be  a  long  time.  I  think  we  want  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  on  a  general 
discussion. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Elston  (Huddersfieldj  :  I  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  gild  gold 
by  discussing  the  matter  line  by  line,  but  do  so  generally.  I  think  some  of 
the  delegates  are  anxious  to  get  their  names  in  the  Press. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen  (Croydon)  :  Has  there  been  any  question  of  the 
division  of  the  Southern  Section  or  any  consideration  of  boundary  linee 
between  London  and  other  parts  of  the  section  ? 

Mr.  E.  R.  S.  MxjNDY  (Exeter)  said  he  thought  the  Union  would  have 
taken  this  matter  of  the  boundaries  of  the  sections  up  more  seriously.  There 
was  one  particular  absurdity  apparently  unknown  to  the  great  body  of 
co-operators.      London   was   not   considered    large   enough   in    population    or 
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membership  to  be  a  separate  section;  but  anyone  ought  to  know  that  with 
a  population  of  seven  millions  there  was  sufficient  work  to  be  done  by  a 
sectional  board  for  itself.  If  they  turned  to  the  list  of  subscriptions  to  the 
Union  they  would  see  the  list  of  the  societies  included  in  the  Southern  Section. 
These  extended  from  the  mouth  of  the  Thames  to  Exeter,  across  the  country 
to  Southampton,  and  went  on  to  Lyme  Regis.  There  was  at  one  time  a  society 
at  Lyme  Regis,  and  in  order  to  touch  that  society  members  of  the  societies 
had  to  travel  from  London,  through  Somerset,  in  the  South-Western  Section, 
into  Devon,  and  change  trains  to  get  into  Dorset.  He  thought  the  Survey 
Committee  had  shown  great  weakness  in  ref  eiTing  this  matter  to  the  Sectional 
Boards ;  and  if  they  had  referred  it  to  societies  or  district  associations  they 
would  have  got  a  different  opinion. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiE  (Coventry),  referring  to  the  suggestion  that  anyone 
who  had  ten  consecutive  years'  service  on  a  sectional  board  might  be  made 
an  honorary  member  of  the  Central  Board,  pointed  out  that  there  was  nothing 
said  about  how  long  these  people  might  remain  honorary  members.  They 
might  remain  honorary  nrtembers  for  years ;  they  had  no  votes  as  honorary 
members,  but  they  were  there  ^nd  had  an  influence.  Was  there  no  suggestion, 
she  asked,  as  to  how  long  they  might  be  allowed  to  remain  on? 

Mr.  T.  HoRROCKS  (Assistant  Secretary)  :  There  is  no  term ;  but  the 
honorary  members  are  only  elected  by  the  Congress. 

Mr.  S.  Blakeborough  (Co-operative  Newspaper)  :  Yes,  and  they  aa'e  only 
elected  for  one  year  ?  Congress  can  determine  each  year  whether  they  are 
to  be  re-elected  or  not? 

Mr.  HoRROCKS  :  Yes  ! 

Mr.  F.  H.  Beuff  (Birmingham  Printers)  suggested  that  in  going  over 
the  sectional  areas  the  Survey  Committee  should  have  an  eye  on  the  political 
divisions  of  the  country,  so  that  we  might  get  not  only  smaller  sections,  but 
sections  coincident  with  the  political  divisions  of  the  country.  There  was 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  have  county  sections — Yorkshire  was  a  case  in 
point.  We  should  have  sections  and  divisions  that  would  harmonise  with 
county  council  areas.  Parliamentary  divisions,  and  municipal  wards,  with  a 
complete  field  to  work  upon.  The  present  sections  were  too  large — the  Midland 
Section,  for  instance — and  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  organise  the^e 
sections  properly.     Too  much  time  was  spent  travelling  in  trains. 

Mr.  W.  Bentley  (Bolton)  :  The  report,  clause  (c),  distinctly  states  that 
the  Co-operative  Union  has  not  had  adequate  representation  on  the  Joint 
Parliamentary  Committee.  I  am  afraid  we  can  charge  the  Survey  Committee 
with  being  very  lax  in  dealing  with  this  matter.  They  say  further  on  :  "  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
at  the  first  Congress  after  the  declaration  of  peace."  We  have  had  this 
matter  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  before  the  Congress  for  three 
or  four  years  now.  It  is  two  years  since  Mr.  Gregory  prevailed  upon  the 
Secretaries'  Association  to  withdraw  their  amendment,  asking  for  a  recon- 
stitution  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  on  the  distinct  understanding 
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that  the  Survey  Committee  intended  bringing  forward  a  report.  I  maintain 
that  the  Survey  Committee  have  not  carried  out  their  promise  in  that  respect 
by  leaving  the  matter  over  entirely  until  after  the  declaration  of  peace. 
Possibly  w©  shall  require  a  new  Survey  Committee  and  new  recommendations 
before  we  can  get  any  alteration  in  the  Parliajnentary  Committee.  I  am 
not  discussing  the  Parliamentary  Committee  itself;  much  can  be  said  with 
regard  to  its  work,  at  which  dissatisfaction  has  been  expressed.  I  could 
refer  to  the  Military  Service  Bill,  and  so  on.  We  are  not  now  discussing 
the  Parliamentary  Committee,  but  the  Survey  Committee's  report.  We 
expected  the  Survey  Committee  to  have  brought  forward  a  report  for  a 
new  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  this  should  have  been  done  in  this 
report.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Gregory,  chairman  of  the  committee,  to  take  this 
matter  back,  and  to  bring  forward  a  definite  recommendation.  Let  us  have  a 
new  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee,  so  that  it  can  go  forward  directly  that 
peace  is  declared. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Chakter  (Southern  Section)  :  It  is  not  correct  to  say  that 
the  Survey  Committee  have  neglected  to  bring  a  report  before  this  Congress. 
On  the  page  to  which  Mr.  Bentley  referred  it  states  distinctly  that  we  think 
the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  should  be 
a  committee  of  the  Central  Board.  The  report  went  on  to  say  that  the  com- 
mittee did  not  consider  that  this  was  the  moment  for  reconstituting  the 
Parliamentary  Committee.  We  do  agree  that  as  soon  as  possible  it  should  be 
constituted  a  sub-committee  of  the  Co-operative  Union,  directly  responsible 
to  Congress.  When  we  consider  the  enormous  amount  of  work  and  the 
importance  of  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
at  this  time  in  the  matter  of  representation,  food  control,  &c.,  to  destroy  the 
personnel  at  this  moment  would  be  detrimental  to  the  movement.  I  support 
the  proposal  that  we  take  a  fair  middle  course.  Whilst  agreeing  to  the 
principle  that  the  Parliamentary  work  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Co- 
operative Union,  under  the  conditions  in  which  we  are  now  living  it  will  be 
unwise  to  alter  its  constitution  at  present. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Fathers  (Birmingham)  said  that,  according  to  what  appeared 
on  page  97  of  the  report,  the  consideration  of  the  proposal  to  alter  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  be  left  over  until  the  first 
Congress  after  the  declaration  of  peace.  And  the  war  was  going  on  to  all 
eternity!  "The  Survey  Committee,"  he  said,  "  turas  the  matter  over  to 
the  Central  Board  and  leaves  it  there.  W^e  in  Birmingham  feel  we  want 
something  more  speedy  than  that." 

Mr.  S.  Blakeborotjgh  (Co-operative  Newspaper)  :  If  this  report  is  passed 
to-day,  do  I  understand 

The  President  :  I  have  tried  more  than  once  to  explain  that  this  report 
will  not  be  passed  to-day.  Having  accepted  the  amendment  of  Woolwich 
Arsenal,  you  now  go  back  to  your  homes  with  information  you  would  other- 
wise not  have  got.  If  I  had  my  own  way  in  this  matter  there  would  be  no 
discussion  at  all.     That  is  the  real  business  way  of  dealing  Avith  it. 
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Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  :  But  Congress  has  not  accepted  the  Wool- 
wich resolution  at  all ! 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiE  (Coventry)  :  You  do  not  get  the  feeling  of  the  Congress 
in  regard  to  the  resolution  sent  in  from  different  societies.  It  is  absolutely 
a  waste  of  time  ! 

The  President  then  read  the  amendment  of  the  Royal  Arsenal  Society 
at  Woolwich.  "  That,''  he  said,  "  is  an  amendment  of  adjournment  pure  and 
simple ;  and  I  take  it  that  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  were  in  accord 
with  it. 

Mr.  S.  BiiAKEBOROiTGH  (Co-operative  Newspaper)  :  It  is  an  educational 
discussion,  I  take  it. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Charter  explained  that  the  idea  was  for  the  Congress  to 
discuss  the  matter,  and  then  for  the  delegates  to  go  back  to  their  societies 
to  give  it  their  mature  consideration. 

Mr.  R.  Hall  (Heckmondwike)  :  I  have  been  trying  to  get  at  the  bottom 
of  this  matter,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  report  is  submitted  for  either 
our  acceptance  or  rejection.  ("  No,  no  !  ")  The  report  strikes  me  as  covering 
a  great  part  of  an  engineering  movement. 

Mr.  F,  Jennings  (Pendleton)  :  If  we  are  going  to  create  another  set  of 
machinery,  when  are  we  going  to  get  the  Central  Board  to  give  a  satisfactory 
decision  ?  I  hope  Congress  will  put  down  its  foot  on  this  constant  creation 
of  additional  organisations.  Rather  in  the  place  of  this  would  I  see  them 
setting  up  a  pennanent  authority. 

Mr.  W.  Lander  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  I  want  to  ask  about 
this  Council  of  aujciliary  bodies.  What  is  it?  I  cannot  find  out  from  the 
Board,  for  it  says  at  one  time  it  is  going  to  be  an  educational  body,  and 
at  another  time  it  is  an  advisory  body.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  the  wrong  end 
up  altogether.  We  at  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  have  no  objection 
to  help  all  we  can  to  make  the  movement  more  perfect,  but  we  do  find  a 
difficulty  in  reading  anything  into  this  of  a  practical  nature.  There  is  a 
danger  of  us  getting  over-organised.  Organise  by  all  means,  but  for  heaven's 
sake  do  not  create  bodies  for  the  sake  of  increasing  organisation !  I  would  be 
glad  if  the  committee  would  tell  us  precisely  what  the  functions  of  this 
committee  are.  As  far  as  I  can  see  it  is  going  to  cost  a  very  considerable  sum 
and  with  nothing  to  come  of  it  of  a  practical  result. 

Mr.  A.  Mann  (Leicester)  :  It  is  a  great  pity  the  Wholesale,  when  they 
thought  of  this,  did  not  take  the  opinion  of  this  Congress.  I  should  like 
to  say  that  the  idea  of  the  Education  Sub-committee  in  connection  with  this 
Advisory  Council  was  this  :  that  it  should  take  the  place  of  the  present 
Central  Educational  Committee,  and  that  therefore  that  committee  would 
be  carried  on  on  a  broader  ba^is ;  and  this  Council  is  a  council'  representing 
nearly  all  the  activities  of  the  movement  in  connection  with  education.  We 
believe  that  such  a  council  would  be  able  to  so  represent  the  needs  of  all 
sections  of  the  movement  that  the  executives  elected  would  be  able  to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  the  movement  better.    There  has  been  added  the  committee 
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on  general  purposee,  and  the  reason  for  this  is  just  as  important.  Here  you 
have  a  body  representing  nearly  the  whole  of  the  co-operative  movement,  and 
by  meeting  together  these  few  times  they  will  advise  the  committee  on  matters 
that  could  hardly  receive  proper  attention  in  any  other  way.  This  matter 
has  to  be  considered  on  the  wide  view  of  the  movement  as  a  whole. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoRRiE  (Coventry)  :  What  is  to  be  the  position  of  those 
organisations  not  now  affiliated  ?  Is  it  the  object  of  the  Union  to  allow  them 
to  become  affiliated '! 

The  Generai-  Secretary  :  The  gentleman  dealing  with  the  report  on 
behalf  of  the  committee  will  reply  to  some  of  the^e  questions.  At  present 
we  can  only  admit  co-operative  bodies. 

Mr.  J.  H.  MiHELL  (Portsea  Island)  :  What  is  the  position  of  the  Sui-vey 
Conmiittee  with  regard  to  the  A.IT.C.E.  ?  Do  they  deal  with  the  A.U.C.E.  as 
the  only  body  representing  the  employees  of  the  movement,  or  do  they 
recognise  the  fact  that  it  is  as  much  an  outside  body  ;',s  an  inside  body  ? 

Mr.  J.  JoHNSiON  (North-Western  Section),  on  the  proposal  to  set  up  a 
permanent  salaried  executive  of  the  Union,  agreed  in  the  main  with  the 
rcommendations  of  the  Survey  Committee  and  with  the  idea  that  the  Central 
Board  should  be  the  committee  of  the  Union.  In  the  'eighties  it  became  the 
committee  of  the  Union.  He  agreed  that  this  committee  should  have  full 
control  of  the  work  of  the  Union  by  meeting  every  three  months  and  by 
having  its  Executive  and  Finance  Conimitt?es  meeting  every  six  weeks.  These 
committees  might,  if  necessary,  appoint  sub-committees.  If  that  were  done  the 
administrative  needs  of  the  Union  would  be  fully  met.  One  of  the  difficulties 
mentioned  by  the  Survey  Committee  was  the  difficulty  of  getting  men  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  objected  to  the  apix)intment  of  the  salaried 
committee  because  it  was  not  necessary ;  because  it  was  not  a  democratic 
method  of  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  committee ;  and  because  the  salaried 
Executive  would,  to  a  large  extent,  take  the  work  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
elected  body  who  were  not  paid  or  paid  on  a  very  small  scale.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  would  become  a  bureaucratic  system  of  government,  to  which  the 
movement  objected.  Bureaucracy  was  the  bane  of  the  government  of  this 
country,  and  if  it  were  adopted  in  the  Co-operative  Union  it  would  be  the 
bane  of  that.  His  next  objection  was  on  the  financial  ground.  It  was  a  great 
pity  to  waste  money,  and  they  would  have  to  spend  about  £4.000  or  £5.000 
a  year  if  the  Congress  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  that 
kind.  The  funds  of  the  Union  would  not  stand  that  strain.  At  the  end  of 
1917  there  was  a  balance  of  only  £200  of  income  over  expenditure.  The 
Union  ha/d  an  income  of  £18.959  from  subscriptions,  and  a  little  over  £900 
from  other  sources;  but  they  had  practically  amved  at  the  limit  of  expendi- 
ture. It  was  quite  true  that  societies  could  be  asked  to  subscribe  more  money, 
bub  it  was  not  a  wise  policy.  (The  time  expired  before  Mr.  Johnston  had 
finished.) 

The  GnafERAL  Secretary  :  Seeing  that  the  whole  of  the  report  by  the 
Survey  Committee  is  being  sent  back,  and  in  view  of  resolutions  to  come  on, 
we  need  not  have  much  discussion  on  the  permanent  executive. 
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There  was  considerable  confusion  as  to  how  matters  stood,  and  delegates 
were  interjecting  remarks. 

The  President  :  I  have  had  to  explain  the  position  on  several  occasions, 
and  it  is  rather  difficult.  It  has  been  decided  to  work  this  report  through 
in  "compartments."  The  first  compartment  was  to  be  dealt  with  and 
completed  by  4-30;  it  is  now  4-30,  and  I  therefore  declare  this  discussion 
closed. 

There  were  protests  from  various  quarters,  delegates  wanting  to  vote. 

The  President  :  The  discussion  is  simply  from  an  educational  point  of 
view;  and  I  understand  that  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  have  agreed. 

Mr.  S.  Blakeborotjgh  (Co-operative  Newspaper)  :  1  move  we  take  the 
next  compartment. 

The  Congress  agreed. 

The  President  :  You  have  decided  to  close  the  discussion  on  this  depart- 
ment, and  Mr.  Millerchip  will  move  the  second  one 

Mr.  W.  MiLLERCHir  (Midland  Section)  then  moved  the  second  )>art  of  the 
Survey  Committee's  report,  which  dealt  with  the  organisation  of  retail  societies, 
&c.  He  said  :  We  have  made  investigations,  and  we  are  now  submitting  to 
you  the  report;  and  we  want  your  opinion  regarding  the  proposals  to  be  made. 
They  are  based  on  our  experience,  as  the  result  of  our  inquiries,  made  without 
any  feelings  of  unfriendliness  or  hostility  to  any  section  of  the  movement. 
It  is  impossible  to  deal  with  details  of  this  character  in  the  space  of  ten 
minutes ;  therefore  my  intention  is  to  second  this  pai-t  of  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee's report  and  then  reply  to  criticisms.  You  will  notice  at  the  end  of 
the  report  the  appendix.  The  figures  there — for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Professor  Hall — are,  in  my  opinion,  most  valuable,  and  are  the  best  informa- 
tion ever  submitted  to  the  co-operative  movement.  You  will  see  suggestions 
made  with  regard  to  propaganda.  A  movement  of  our  magnificance  was 
not  working  efficiently  with  only  one  organiser.  If  we  intend  to  deal  with  the 
movement  and  its  principles  in  all  parts  of  th&  United  Kingdom,  we  mu&t 
employ  at  least  ten  organisers ;  and  we  should  be  prepared  to  do  it.  We  have 
never  had  the  infomiation  before  us  before  to  show  where  the  weak  spots 
existed.  We  are  satisfied  that  so  far  as  the  future  of  the  movement  is 
concerned  all  capital  should  be  placed  at  its  disposal  as  far  as  possible.  Capital, 
as  regards  societies,  is  restricted,  and  all  restrictions  should  be  swept  away. 
After  this  war  there  will  be  a  demand  for  capital  such  as  we  have  never  had 
in '  the  history  of  our  movement ;  and  I  believe — because  you  will  have 
Government  securities  pre.sented  in  popular  form  in  the  way  of  War  Bonds 
and  War  Savings  Certificates — it  will  be  uecessai*y  for  us  to  increase  interest 
to  more  than  6  per  cent,  as  it  is  essential  to  have  capital.  It  isi  said  we  have 
capital  enough — more  than  we  can  use.  If  that  is  so,  it  is  lack  of  business 
enterprise  if  we  cannot  use  for  the  interest  and  the  benefit  of  our  movement 
all  the  capital  we  can  obtain.  If  you  will  look  at  the  end,  you  will  find 
the  figures  showing  the  percentage  of  reserve  funds  held  by  the  societies 
in  the  various  sections  and  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  I  think  we 
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shall  all  agree  that  these  amounts  are  inadequate  for  the  safety,  the  security, 
and  the  development  of  the  societies.  Therefore  we  urge  societies  to  increase 
the  reserve  funds.  We  realise  that  in  the  future  competition  will  be  of  a 
different  character  from  what  we  have  had  to  face  before,  and  we  want  to 
devise  a  scheme  whereby  we  can  retain  in  the  locality  the  local  sentiment 
of  patriotism,  of  local  interest,  because  if  you  analyse  balance  sheets  yon  will 
find  loyalty  among  membei-s  decreasing  where  there  is  less  of  that  local 
sense  of  patriotism,  of  what  used  to  be  looked  upon  as  their  own  society. 
We  suffered  on  account  of  disloyalty  during  the  pre-war  period,  and  we 
want  to  profit  by  experience  and  to  do  all  we  can  to  maintain  loyalty. 
The  Congress  then  adjouimed  for  the  day. 


THIRD    DAY    OF    COnORESS. 


WEDNESDAY,  22nd  MAY,    1918. 
MORNING    SITTING. 


On  taking  the  chair  at  the  opening  of  th©  session  on  Wednesday,  the 
President  said  :  We  are  now  on  our  last  lap.  I  tliink  up  to  the  present  the 
Congress  has  proceeded  exceedingly  wel!.  The  discussions  on  the  whole 
have  been  satisfactory.  I  will  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  a  statement  from 
the  Standing  Orders  Committee,  which  I  hope  the  Congress  will  accept 
unanimously,  so  that  we  can  proceed  with  the  business  and  finish  Congress 
before  we  rise  to-day. 

The  General  Secretary  :  The  Standing  Orders  Committee  recommend 
Congress  to  adjom-n  any  further  discussion  on  the  report  of  the  Survey 
Conmiittee,  but  to  take  the  Enfield  Highway  resolution  and  the  Woolwich 
amendment.  The  amendment  sent  in  by  the  North- Western  Educational 
Association  and  the  Leek  and  Moorlands  Society  would  then  be  held  over, 
and,  if  necessary,  could  again  be  sent  in  next  year,  when  the  report  is  finally 
considered.  If  this  is  agreed  to,  the  report  will  be  printed  for  circulation 
and  discussion  in  the  various  sections  and  districts. 

The  President  :  I  think  that  we  might  agree  unanimously  to  that. 

A  Delegate  :  I  should  like  to  know  whether  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  or  the  Central  Board  are  taking  «teps  to  attend  the  private  traders' 
meeting  in  Picton  Hall  to-morrow  night? 

The  President  :  We  cannot  deal  with  that.  It  has  nothing  lo  do  with 
the  business  here.  I  take  it  that  the  Liverpool  members  are  sufficiently  alert 
on  the  matter. 
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SURVEY  COMMITTEE'S  REPORT. 

Mi-8.   E.   D.   Hood  (Enfield  Highway)  :    I  have  come  here  to  move  the 
following  resolution  : — 

Seeing  that  no  adequate  consideration  has  been  given  by  the  movement 

to  the  proposals  of  the  Survey  Committee,  Congress  directs  that 

those   parts  of    the    report   dea  ing    with   the    constitution    and 

administrative  system  be  referred  back  for  discussion,  by  societies ; 

and  at  the  same  time  a  committee  of  nine  be  appointed  by  societies 

immediately  after  Congress  to  draw  up  proposals  based  on  (1)  the 

democratic    principle    of    direct    election    from    societies    of    the 

Executive  of  the  movement  (and  any  other  conmiittees  desirable) ; 

(2)   the  adjustment  of  work  so  as  to  meet  most  effectively  the 

demands  made  liy  new  co-operative  policies  and  developments ; 

and    (3)   the  freedom   of   auxiliary   bodies  from   official   control. 

Further,   that  steps  be  taken  to  seciue  the   issue,   in  convenient 

form,  of  both  scte  of  proposals  in  time  for  full  discussion  by  the 

movement  before  next  Congiess. 

We  were  told  yesterday  by  our  Chairman  that  the  United  Jioard  are  willing 

to  accept  the   Woolwich  amendment   and   send  the  report  back   for  further 

consideration.        We  are   all   agreed   on  that  point.        A   report   which  has 

taken  three  years  to  consider,  and  during  last  year  has  cost  £861,   has  no 

right  to  be  put  in  oui-  hands  ten  days,  before  being  accepted.     I  think  it  is 

quite  right  to  accept  the   Woo'wich  amendment  and   send   the  report  back 

for  further  consideration.     I  war.t  to  draw  attention  to  the  other  part  of  the 

resolution,   which   proposes   that   a   small  ctmmiittee  be  appointed  after  this 

Congress.      We  want  some  fresh  ideas  on  this  question.      The  old  committee 

might  have  been  all  riglit  three  j-eai's  ago;  things  have  altered  since  then. 

The  movement  is  in     quite  a  different  position  now.     Women  also  are  in  a 

different  position.    We  were  of  very  little  consequence  three  .years  ago ;  we  aie 

now  being  wooed  by  everybody  outside  the  movement.     With  regard  to  the 

auxiliary  bodies,  if  we  accept  this  suggestion  in  the  report  we  are  going  to 

handicap  the  whole  of  the  movement.     As  regards  tlie  auxiliary  bodies,  the 

Students'  Fellowship  is  "  a  dead-and-alive  "  institution — the  Men's  Guild   is 

in  its  infancy;  it  has  done  good  work,  but  it  is  handicapped  very  much  by 

war  conditions.     The  Women's  Guild  had  got  to  maturity.     We  have  been 

doing  splendid   pioneer  work ;   if  you  place  this  auxiliary  body   under   the 

control  of  the  Central  Boiird   its  hands   will   be  completely  tied.      We   have 

had  freedom  so  far ;    we  have  more  freedom  now.       We  were  told  by   Mr. 

Fisher  ]ast  night  that  women   have   been  emancipated.      We   are   not   going 

to  be  tied  up  with  red  tape;   we  must   have   free  hands  to  carry  out  our 

programme.      If  we  were  under  thg  control  of  the  Union,  and  had  a  Union 

representative  on  the  committee,  they  are  taking  on  our  policy,  and  will  be 

responsible  for  everything  that  the  Women's  Guild  does.     We  do  not  want 

the  movement  tied  up  by  anything  which  we  do ;   we  want  a  free  hand  to  be 

pioneers.     We  have  taken  up  subjects  which  have  been  most  unpopular;  we 
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have  taken  up  the  question  of  woman's  suffrage.  We  know  what  the  women 
have  done  for  the  minimum  wage.  I  contend  that  if  we  pass  under  the  control 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  we  are  going  to  handicap  the  movement  in  its 
pr<gj-tssive  work. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Burnley  (Leeds)  :  1  iiave  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolution. 
In  doing  so  I  speak  not  only  as  a  member  of  the  Leeck  Society,  but  as  ;i 
member  of  the  Men's  Guild.  I  suppoii;  the  women's  demand,  for  it  is  necessary 
if  we  wish  to  develop  that  there  should  be  a  considerable  amount  of  freedom. 
Freedom  is  necessary  for  development.  Nothing  is  going  to  retard  all 
development  so  much  as  restrictive  measures.  This  is  my  first  Congress.  I 
have  gathered  from  the  attitude  of  the  delegates  on  the  iloor  that  the  gentle- 
men on  the  platfomi  are  not  always  infallible.  For  that  reason  nobody 
ought  to  set  himself  up  as  judge  of  one  body  or  another.  Last  night  we 
heard  Mr.  Fisher  making  a  plea  for  education,  and  he  urged  that  in  order 
to  secure  a  proper  system  we  must  vote  in  the  right  way,  and  seek  out  things 
for  ourselves.  The  only  right  way  is  that  we  must  have  freedom  to  determine 
ourselves  what  is  the  right  way.  We  shall  make  mistakes ;  if  we  do  not 
make  mistakes'  we  shall  never  grow  wiser.  Give  us  your  confidence ;  we 
shall  never  abuse  that  confidence.  Leave  it  to  the  Executive  of  the  Women's 
and  Men's  Guilds  and  other  bodies  to  see  that  it  is  used  in  a  wise  direction. 
I  hope  that  when  the  societies  consider  this  scheme  they  will  realise  that  in 
things  doubtful  we  must  have  liberty — in  all  things  we  must  have  charity. 
Large  hearts  and  wide  charity  will  enable  us  to  solve  the  great  problems 
which  confront  us.     I  have  much  pleasure  in  seconding  this  i-esolution. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Davis  (Woolwich)  :  On  behalf  of  the  Woolwich  Society,  I 
wish  to  move  the  amendment  standing  in  their  name  : — 

Seeing  that  no  adequate  consideration  has  been  given  by  the  move- 
ment to  the  proposals  of  the  Survey  Committee.  Congress  directs 
that  the  report  be  referred  back  for  discussion  by  societies,  and 
that  steps  be  taken  tc  secure  the  immediate  issue  of  the  report, 
in  convenient  form,  for  full  discussion  by  the  movement  before 
next  Congress.'' 
He  said  :  With  regard  to  our  Enfield  Highway  friends'  statement  that  there 
is  so  much  in  the  report  that  has  not  been  considered,  not  enough  time  has 
been  given  to  the  report.    When  we  consider  that  there  are  over  200  pages  in 
the  report,  which  has  been  presented  at  three  Congresses  now,  we  feel  that 
owing  to  war  conditions — the  management  committees  have  had  to  deal  with 
food  and  wages  questions  and  the  education  committees  have  not  had  time 
to  do  the  work  they  did  before  the  war,  and  thousands  of  our  members  have 
been  unable  to  attend  the  usual  meetings  and  conferences — ^the  report  should 
be  referred  back  for  further  consideration.     I  have  not  yet  met  a  single  co- 
operator  who  honestly  says  he  grasps  the  whole  of  the  point,5  in  the  report. 
At  the  next  Congress  you  may  bring  up  the  report  slightly  amended  to  meet 
the  wishes  expressed  at  this  Congress.     In  these  matters  we  sometimes  say 
that  our  leaders  are  too  slow — they  lead  from  behind ;  but  in  this  matter 
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they  have  been  running  a  little  too  fast.  We  wish  for  a  little  breathing  space, 
so  that  we  may  know  where  we  are.  We  will  do  everything  in  our  way  to 
bring  it  before  our  members,  and  we  shall  have  the  whole  thing  thoroughly 
discussed  before  coming  before  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  H.  MiHELL  (Portsea  Island)  :  I  beg  to  second  the  amendment.  I 
want  to  put  this  view  before  Congress.  Enfield  Highway  members  have 
already  stated  that  they  are  in  agreement  with  this  particular  amendment. 
If  they  are,  why  have  they  pressed  their  case,  except  for  this  reason — the 
Enfield  Highway  have  just  one  particular  grievance  :  the  auxiliaiy  bodies  are 
not  receiving  proper  consideration  from  the  Survey  Committee.  They  have 
the  right  to  their  opinion,  and  the  amendment  we  now  move  will  not  alter  that 
opinion.  The  Survey  Committee  may  remain  of  exactly  the  same  opinion  as 
now,  but  the  1919  Congress  will  have  the  right  to  decide.  If  you  are  at  this 
Congress  to  take  up  one  particular  point  and  decide  upon  it,  then  the  whole 
thing  is  a  failure.  There  are  other  points  of  far  more  importance,  therefore 
it  is  as  well  that  every  point  should  go  back  for  further  consideration. 

A  Delegate  :  Do  we  understand  from  the  Standing  Orders  Committee's 
recommendation  that  the  issue  is  narrowed  down  to  the  Enfield  Highway 
and  the  Woolwich  amendments? 

The  President  :  That  is  so. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Curtis  (Doncaster)  :  T  am  from  Doncaster,  which  to-day 
celebrates  its  Jubilee.  I  rise  to  support  the  amendment  by  Woolwich  because 
I  appreciate  the  work  of  the  Survey  Committee  in  submitting  a  report  con- 
taining so  much  matter,  but  consider,  with  the  Woolwich  people,  that  the 
whole  matter  should  go  bacTi  for  analysis. 

Professor  F.  Hall  :  I  have  risen  to  explain  the  idea  of  the  Survey  Com- 
mittee on  this  subject.  Last  year  T  appealed  to  you  to  pass  the  educational 
report  in  order  to  let  us  get  to  work.  This  year  I  want  to  ask  you  to  support 
the  Woolwich  amendment  that  this  report  be  considered  during  the  coming 
year  and  decided  at  next  year's  Congress.  The  Survey  Committee  are 
conscious  of  the  vast  importance  of  the  subjects  included,  and  they  are  not 
anxious  that  Congress  should  decide  upon  them  without  adequately  discussing 
them;  and  they  think  it  should  be  submitted  to  the  movement  during  the 
year  after  they  have  completed  it.  The  contrast  between  the  Woolwich  and 
the  Enfield  amendments  is  simply  a  question  of  the  separate  committee.  If 
you  adopt  the  Enfield  resolution  you  adopt  the  report  in  all  its  parts,  except 
the  constitution.  The  Survey  Committee  do  not  want  the  report  adopted  at 
this  Congress;  they  want  the  movement  to  consider  it  during  the  coming  year. 

A  Delegate  :  I  protest  against  the  action  of  the  Woolwich  amendment 
getting  all  the  say. 

The  President  :  I  do  not  know  the  people  I  call  upon.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  are  for  the  Woolwich  amendment  or  not. 

Mr.  A.  Hainsworth  (Southern  Section)  :  I  have  not,  during  all  those 
years'  membership  of  Congress,  taken  up  a  minute's  time  in  speaking.  I 
support  the  Woolwich  amendment,  so  that  societie.s  may  have  time — and  also 
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the  committee — to  reconsider  and  discuss  the  matter.  It  is  suggested  by  the 
Enfield  Society  that  we  should  have  another  committee,  and  if  woi  adopt 
that  we  will  never  get  on,  or  it  will  be  a  case  of  one  committee  surveying 
another  committee's  work.  "Freedom  for  the  auxiliary  bodies" — that  is  a 
very  invidious  proposal.  The  co-operative  movement,  or  Congress,  have  never 
tried  to  curtail  the  freedom  of  anybody.  The  co-operative  movement,  and 
Congress,  have  always  set  themselves  up  to  work  on  this  principle ;  and, 
whether  your  name  is  concerned,  whether  your  money,  whether  you  have  seats 
on  the  administrative  bodies  of  the  Union,  the  Union  should  maintain  its 
position.  Congress,  with  no  uncertain  voice,  should  insist  that  this  matter  be 
reconsidered., 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood  :  I  must  say  I  am  very  sorry  the  Congress  decided 
only  to  hear  the  seconder  of  the  resolution  and  myself,  and  received  five 
speakers  on  the  other  amendment. 

The  Phesident  :  The  Congress  has  gone  on  for  the  past  two  days  very 
cordially,  and  I  would  not  like  the  Congress  to  break  up  with  the  feeling 
that  there  is  any  partiality.  I  do  not  know  the  people  who  wish  to  speak, 
or  their  views,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  for  or  against;  nor 
would  I  be  worthy  of  the  position  I  hold  if  I  did. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Hood,  replying  to  the  various  speakers,  said  that  the  resolution 
was  that  this  small  committee  be  appointed  to  go  into  the  democratic 
principle  of  direct  election  to  the  Executive  from  the  movement.  Her  idea 
was  that  that  committee  would  help  the  Survey  Committee  to  draw  up  a  few 
fresh  ideas  on  this  question — not  to  make  a  fresh  survey  report.  The  next 
point  was  to  deal  with  the  adjustment  of  work  to  meet  the  new  co-operative 
development  and  policy.  There  had  been  developments  during  last  year. 
There  ought  to  be  something  in  the  survey  report  with  regard  to  the  alteration 
and  development  of  policy.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hainsworth,  who  snid  that 
the  auxiliary  bodies  had  never  been  restrained,  she  asked  :  Has  the  Co-opera- 
tive Parliamentary  Representation  Committee  not  been  restrained  during  the 
past  seven  months  ?  They  have  been  restrained  ;  and  in  moving  my  resolution 
T  pointed  out  that  the  Women's  Guild  had  been  repeatedly  restrained,  and 
would  be  more  restrained  in  the  future. 

The  Enfield  Highway  resolution  was  put  to  the  vote  alongside  the 
Woolwich  amendment,  and  the  Congress  adopted  the  latter. 

This  closed  the  discussion  on  the  Survey  Committee's  report. 

NATIONAL  POLICY. 
(See  Report  38,  page  299.) 

Professor  F.  Hall  submitted  the  report  dealing  with  National  Co-opera- 
tive Policy.  During  the  past  year,  he  said,  the  policy  and  programme 
submitted  at  Swansea  had  been  discussed  at  a  great  many  conferences.  In 
the  light  of  the  experiences  gained,  the  programme  and  policy  had  been 
modified  slightly.  A  vast  amount  of  good  work  had  been  done,  and  about 
forty  or  fifty  societies  had  recently  altered  their  rules  in  order  to  increase 
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facilities  for  taking  capital  from  tbeir  members.  The  concentration  of  attack 
upon  vital  matters  connected  with  the  development  of  the  movement  was 
made  possible  by  the  development  of  the  programme.  He  asked  the  Congress 
to  approve  of  the  jwints  of  the  policy  as  set  forth  in  the  report.  If  delegates 
would  compare  those  points  with  the  points  set  out  last  year  they  would 
notice  one  item — the  better  housing  of  the  people — which,  he  thought,  they 
would  all  agree,  was  a  subject  of  vital  importance.  As  co-operators  we  must 
take  a  collective  interest  in  this  subject  as  well  as  an  individual  interest  a.s 
citizens.  The  political  programme  also  found  a  place  in  the  "  policy,"  and 
it  was  part  of  the  movement's  policy  to  achieve  the  political  programme 
adopted  at  the  Emergency  Conference  in  October  and  to  secure  the  direct 
representation  of  co-operators  in  Parliament  and  on  local  government  and 
administrative  bodies.  He  hoped  that  in  the  societies  and  at  conferences 
during  the  coming  year  the  national  policy  in  all  its  points  would  be  explained. 
This  year  the  committee  had  printed,  in  italics,  some  of  tJie  more  important 
points  of  the  programme.  One  of  the  most  important  of  these  was  with 
reference  to  capital.  As  things  were  now,  even  for  the  same  amount  of  trade 
the  societies  required  twice  as  much  capital  as  before  the  war.  Stocks  were 
of  twice  the  value,  though  no  ga-eater  in  volume.  The  same  thing  applied 
to  the  Wholesales,  and  the  Wholesales  wanted  more  capital.  He  hoped 
co-operators  would  concentrate  their  attention  upon  this  important  point. 
Depreciation  and  reserves  should  have  careful  attention  at  the  present  time. 
Societies  should  not  be  tempted  by  falling  prices  and  a  desire  to  maintain 
dividends.  There  was  almost  certain  to  be  a  reaction,  after  the  war,  which 
might  require  all  the  reserves  and  depreciation  funds  they  possessed.  We 
hope  the  war  will  soon  be  over ;  and  if  we  wanted  to  have  reconstruction,  not 
merely  a  restoration  of  old  conditions — we  must  be  preparing  our  constructive 
plans.  Connected  with  the  question  of  capital  were  the  questions  of  insurance 
and  bjinking.  Co-operators  were  asked  to  do  their  best  not  only  as  co-operative 
servants,  but  as  a  means  of  providing  additional  capital  for  co-operative 
institutions.  After-the-war  problems,  he  pointed  out,  were  also  mentioned 
in  the. national  programme,  and  there  were  other  matters  dealt  with,  too,  that 
he  did  not  want  to  take  up  time  with  at  the  Congress.  He  hoped,  however, 
these  points  would  all  be  talked  about  at  conferences  and  at  the  members' 
meetings — and  not  only  talked  about,  but  thought  about  and  acted  upon. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Ramsay  (South- Western  Section)  :  You  said  it  was  a  shame 
when  Mr.  Hainsworth  told  you  that  he  had  never  spoken  to  you  at  Congress 
before.  T  confess  that  I  have  not  spoken  before;  you  may  not  say  shame, 
because  as  I  am  a  paraon  you  may  think  it  a  virtue.  We  have  now  come  to  a 
refreshing  interlude  in  our  Congress.  Here  is  something  that  means  a 
tremendous  amount  of  work,  which  we  believe  to  be  necessary  for  the  achieve- 
ment of  our  purpose.  More  than  ever  ie  it  necessary  to-day  that  this  great 
movement  should  know  what  it  is  out  to  achieve,  and  should  know  how  it 
is  go'mg  to  achieve  it.  Here  is  a  programme  and  policy.  We  have  had  a 
very  interesting  conference,  which  has  shown  a  very  variable  difference  of 
individual  opinion  on  procedure  and  other  matters  contingent  to  our  move- 
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ment.  Here  is  a  matter  on  which  I  feel  that  there  is  a  common  agreement. 
We  have  got  to  know  how  we  can  get  on  with  oui'  movement.  It  has 
been  said  by  Professor  Hall  that  the  value  of  this  part  of  the  report  is  that 
we  are  not  simply  here  to  devise  how  we  can  reconstruct  the  old  world, 
but  rather  how  we  can  construct  a  new  world.  This  programme  and  policy 
is  something  positive,  something  constructive ;  it  takes  us  out  of  the  wilderness 
of  vagueness  and  places  us  on  the  higher  road  of  achievement.  It  does  some- 
thing to  co-ordinate  and  consolidate  our  movement,  and  concentrate  our  move- 
ment so  that  we  may  achieve  our  objects.  The  policy  and  programme  express 
our  co-operation.  I  believe  in  the  inexhaustible  possibilities  of  the  co-operative 
movement. 

Miss  E.  E.  M.  Allen  (Ci'oydon)  :  With  regard  to  the  policy,  I  think  that 
it  is  necessary  that  we  should  have  more  capital  to  work  with.  For  some 
years  now  I  have  advocated  that  more  capital  should  be  used  in  the  movement, 
and,  what  is  more  important,  that  capital  should  be  used  for  production. 
We  do  want  more  production  in  the  movement,  and  without  capital  we  cannot 
do  it.  As  regards  education,  the  report  states  that  the  policy  is  to 
stimulate  all  forms  of  educational  effort.  How  do  they  propose  to  do  this? 
They  have  taken  the  North-Western  Educational  Association's  resolution  and 
referred  it  back  to  the  Survey  Committee.  As  to  the  after-war  problems,  I 
hope  that  we  shall  not  leave  it  until  we  have  finished  the  war  before  we 
prepare  our  machinery.  I  do  hope  that  we  shall  go  back  to  our  societies 
and  show  that  not  only  do  we  propose  theee  things,  but  also  that  they  are 
acted  upon.      Thei'e  is  too  much  talk  generally. 

Mr.  T.  Bird  (Ipswich)  :  I  want  to  direct  particular  attention  to  the 
point  in  regard  to  capital,  and  to  suggest  to  the  Co-operative  Union  that  in 
urging  societies  to  persuade  members  to  invest  more  capital  they  might  have 
gone  a  step  further  and  have  urged  societies  to  recognise  that  the  true 
co-operative  development  must  depend  upon  them  passing  that  capital  through 
the  federal  institutions  of  the  movement.  I  mention  this  because  there  is 
a  part  of  the  Survey  Conunittee's  report  which  suggests  the  setting  up  of 
a  special  investment  society  and  a  special  banking  society.  ("No!")  A 
delegate  says  "  No."  If  he  refers  to  the  report  he  will  find  this 
reference.  We  have  got  to  be  very  careful  in  our  futm*e  development  in 
reference  to  capital  in  the  movement;  if  we  desire  to  develop  we  must  develop 
on  stable  lines.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
is  hampered,  or  likely  to  be  hampered,  by  surplus  funds.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  those  of  us  who  have  been  urging  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society 
to  so  develop  and  get  hold  of  the  raw  material  and  buy  up  the  earth.  If  we 
want  them  to  buy  the  earth,  we  must  provide  the  movement  with  the  necessary 
capital.  Then,  with  reference  to  banking,  we  already  have  every  form  of 
banking  done  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  We  are  now  proposing 
to  split  up  the  banking  facilities.  I  hope  that  these  two  points  will  receive 
careful  attention  when  the  report  is  considered  by  the  societies. 

Mr.  W.  Kerr  (St.  George's,  Glasgow)  said  :    This  report  is  very  much 
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overbuixlened.  A  most  important  part,  to  my  mind,  is  th«  item  which  refers 
to  overlapping.  It  has  surprised  me  many  times  to  think  that  in  the  co- 
operative movement  societies  in  various  districts  are  competing  with  each  other. 
I  believe  in  starting  to  make  things  right  from  the  inside  first.  There  are 
many  things  mentioned  in  the  report ;  for  example,  the  payment  of  labour. 
We  know  we  pay  labour  according  to  conditions  named  here,  but  we  know 
there  are  boundary  lines  which  we  consider  to  be  "scraps  of  paper"  in  the 
movement.  The  only  reason  against  amalgamation  is  the  divinity  of  dividends 
paid  by  the  various  societies.  I  think  we  have  reached  a  stage  in  a  Congress 
such  ae  this  that  we  ought  to  be  able  to  concentrate  our  idea,  and  the  only  way 
to  do  it  is  for  every  delegate  here  to  realise  the  potentialities  of  the  movement. 
I  hope  tliat  with  the  after-the-war  period  of  reconstruction  there  will  be  a 
possibility  of  us  coming  together  more  and  considering  the  question  seriously 
of  amalgamation  of  societies  in  the  cities  at  least. 

Mr.  W.  J.  RoGiSHS  (Northampton),  referring  to  items  13  and  14,  said  Mr. 
Ramsay  has  told  us  how  to  achieve  the  programme  laid  down  before  us.  I 
am  intensely  interested  in  the  business  aspect  of  this  survey,  and  at  the  proper 
time  I  shall  ha^e  something  to  say  about  it,  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  to  this 
Congress  that  tliere  is  an  indefinitenese  as  to  how  to  achieve  our  programme. 
I  remember  attending  two  Congresses  to  see  if  we  could  not  secure  direct 
representation  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  after  a  full  and  very  careful 
deliberation  by  the  membei's  of  co-operative  societies  present  they  unani- 
mously came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  impossible  to  achieve  our  programme 
if  we  attempted  to  fight  with  one  of  our  hands  tied  behind  us.  They  decided 
that  the  only  possible  way  for  the  co-operative  movement  to  achieve  its  pro- 
gramme was  to  see  that  we  go  unitedly  together  with  the  other  friends  of  our 
forces  in  the  trade  unions  and  the  Labour  movement.  I  see  heads  shaking ; 
it  is  those  heads  I  want  to  get  something  into.  You  may  as  well  go  and  throw 
your  money  in  the  Mersey  as  attempt  alone.  I  appeal  to  the  delegates  to  this 
Congress  to  go  home  to  their  different  sections  and  have  the  courage  to  tell 
them.  The  rank  and  file  are  ready  at  heart,  it  only  needs  the  leadership,  and 
to  get  them  to  back  you  up  ;  and  the  next  time  you  will  get  some  co-operators 
in  the  House  of  Commons  with  democracy  behind  them. 

Mr.  F.  Gould  (Bristol  and  Somerset  District)  :  I  believe  the  secret  lies  in 
knowing  the  psychology  of  our  time.  I  want  the  Congress  to  take  two  things 
home,  those  two  great  questions — education  and  housing.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  said  you  could  not  expect  private  entei-prise  to  build  houses. 
They  have  recognised  it;  you  can  admit  it.  Are  we  to  go  back  to  the  land- 
lord, jerry-building  housing  of  the  past?  When  I  looked  on  the  tenements 
at  Birkenhead,  and  when  I  heard  the  Mayor  talk  about  "  Suburbia,"  I  realised 
he  did  not  tell  the  whole  story.  Seize  the  power  on  your  local  organisations. 
Get  the  administration  of  your  County  Councils.  How  many  county 
councillors  are  there  in  this  hall.  Are  you  prepared  to  sacrifice  a  little  of 
your  dividend  to  remedy  the  filth  and  ignominious  housing  of  the  women  and 
children — the  slaves  of  the  workers? 


Discussion  on  Repokt.  633 


Professor  F.  Hall  :  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that  this  programme  is  sub- 
mitted by  the  Central  Board  and  the  other  recommendations  are  submitted 
by  the  Survey  Committee.  Any  true  co-operator  will  not  fail  to  do  his  duty 
by  existing  institutions,  even  although  he  thinks  them  bad.  Further,  I  would 
point  out  that  it  is  emphasised  in  these  recommendations  to  societies  that  all 
surplus  capital  should  be  sent  to  the  Wholesale  with  due  regard  to  co-operative 
production.  I  do  not  think  we  can  do  much  in  legard  to  overlapping  when 
the  societies  themselves  are  not  prepared  to  move.  In  Glasgow,  particularly, 
this  is  a  shame,  and  there  is  difficulty  in  moving  where  local  initiative  is 
lacking.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Gould  in  regard  to  housing  and  education,  and  I 
iiope  you  will  concentrate  on  this.  Both  of  these  should  be  for  use  and  not 
for  profit. 

The  Peesident  :  All  those  in  favour  of  the  National  Policy  Report  please 
signify. 

Loud  cries  of  "  Aye  "  was  the  delegates'  signification. 

CONCILIATION  BOARDS. 

(See  Report  39,  page  302.) 

Mr.  W.  Beown  (South- Western  Section)  introduced  the  report  dealing 
with  Conciliation  Boards,  and  said  the  report  should  give  the  Congress 
furiously  to  think.  There  had  been  infinite  trouble,  and  it  was  a  lesson  to  the 
movement  for  ha,ving  encouraged  an  organisation  working  contrary  to  trade 
union  principles.  Proceeding,  he  said  :  The  organiser  of  this  union  (the 
A.U.C.E.)  comes  into  our  town.  Our  employees  are  organised  and  we  cannot 
complain  about  that,  but  what  we  are  entitled  to  complain  of  is  that  the  work, 
so  far  as  that  organiser  is  concerned,  is  complete  then.  Take  a  small  town. 
The  only  distributive  employees  who  are  organised  are  the  co-operative 
employees.  In  some  of  these  small  towns  we  are  paying  at  least  100  per  cent 
more  to  our  employees  than  our  competitors,  who  are  perhaps  doing  a  much 
larger  trade.  ("Question.")  He  argued  that  the  capacity  of  a  society  to 
supply  goods  on  the  most  favourable  terms  Was  limited  by  its  inability  to 
compete  with  establishments  whose  workers  were  sweated.  The  remedy  was 
industrial  organisation,  and  when  wc  got  that  it  would  be  the  rule  that  every 
employee  should  be  a  member  of  a  union  eligible  for  affiliation  to  the  Trades 
Union  Congress. 

The  Peesident  :  That  is  not  a  phase  of  the  question  which  should  be 
brought  before  the  Congress  on  this  report. 

Mr.  Beown  :   These  Conciliation  Boards  should  never  have  been  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  E.  KiLBUEN  (Dewsbury)  expressed  the  hope  that  during  the  coming 
year  there  would  be  more  satisfactory  results  from  the  work  of  the  Conciliation 
Boards.  They  had  had  a  dispute  in  their  district  with  the  A.U.C.E.  The 
question  had  been  referred  to  the  District  Board  and  then  to  the  National 
Board.  Dewsbuiy  had  no  leas  than  five  agreements  with  the  craft  unions  in 
the  district,  but  he  asked  the  delegates  to  imagine  their  surprise  when  they 
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get  an  award  that  could  not  be  interpreted,  or  that  could  not  be  put  into 
effect,  without  violating  the  agreements  they  had  with  the  separate  unions. 

The  General  Seceetaky  explained  that  a  sub-committee  had  been 
appointed  to  meet  an  equal  number  of  members  of  the  A.U.C.E.  Executive  to 
discuss  how  this  trouble  could  be  amended.  It  would  be  dealt  with  after  the 
Congress. 

The  report  on  Conciliation  Boards  was  then  adopted. 

HOURS  AND  WAGES  BOARDS. 
(See  Report  40,  page  307.) 

Mr.  J.  S.  Abmitage  (Huddersfield)  :  As  regards  the  Conciliation  Board 
and  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  I  should  like  to  ask  whether  there  is  any 
overlapping  in  the  movement  with  regard  to  these  bodies  ?  Can  anybody 
draw  a  distinction  between  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board  and  an  ordinary 
employers'  association  ?  This  body,  to  my  mind,  is  nothing  more  or  less  than 
an  employers'  association.  Whatever  people  may  think  of  the  Hours  and 
Wages  Board  I  consider  they  should  also  include  the  employees.  Without 
the  assistance  of  the  trade  union  element  these  Boards  are  not  the  best  bodies 
for  dealing  with  these  matters.  I  protest  against  the  constitution  of  an  Hours 
and  Wages  Board  which  excluded  the  employees. 

Mr.  F.  J.  NoRRis  (Liverpool)  :  I  entirely  disagree  with  the  last  speaker ; 
I  do  so  as  a  member  of  a  Wages  Board.  The  only  thing  we  do  is  to  get 
together  a  certain  number  of  societies  in  a  given  area  to  discuss  the  wages 
demanded  by  the  A.U.C.E.  If  the  Hours  and  Wages  Board,  which  was  a 
combination  of  societies'  representatives,  was  an  employers'  organisation  then 
it  follows  that  the  societies  are  only  employers'  organisations  too.  We  are 
combined  together  in  order  not  to  be  exploited  by  one  trade  union,  and  that 
the  societies  shall  not  be  made  to  pay  more  than  is  paid  by  other  establish- 
ments in  the  same  district.  We  give  the  craft  union  wages  the  employees  are 
able  to  demand  in  the  district.  If  the  assistants  come  to  us  and  state  that 
they  are  getting  a  certain  wage  at  any  other  big  shop  the  co-operative  society 
is  the  first  to  say  ' '  We  will  give  you  the  same. ' ' 

The  General  Secretary  :  The  Hours  and  Wages  Board  is  a  very  good 
Board  if  properly  used.  It  exists  to  deal  with  applications  from  members  of 
other  unions,  besides  the  A.U.C.E.  The  Board  is  prepared  to  take  up 
collectively  in  any  district  the  question  of  hours  and  wages  of  the  employees, 
and  is  not  confined  to  dealing  with  members  of  the  A.U.C.E. 

WAR   EMERGENCY— WORKERS'    NATIONAL   COMMITTEE. 
(See  Report  41,  page  307.) 

Mr.  J.  A.  Smith  (Burton-on-Trent)  :  One  goint  I  wish  to  draw  attention 
to  is  the  point  in  the  last  paragraph — the  question  of  the  war  costs  and  how 
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to  reduce  them.  You  will  notice  in  one  paragraph  that  the  War  Emergency 
Committee  suggest  the  conscription  of  wealth.  These  proposals  have  bean 
supported  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  Miners' 
Federation  Executive.  I  desire  to  claim  that  a  proposal  of  this  nature  should 
receive  the  suppoi-t  of  the  co-operative  movement.  I  will  just  present  it  to 
you  in  the  form  of  a  light  analogy.  Under  the  Act  which  conscripted  human 
life  on  a  certain  appointed  day  every  man  between  certain  ages  was  deemed 
to  be  a  soldier,  and  piX)po6als  for  the  conscription  of  wealth  is  precisely' 
applicable  as  that. 

The  President  :  It  has  been  dealt  with,  and  is  merely  referred  to  in 
this  report.      There  is  no  proposal  put  forwiU'd  for  the  conscription  of  wealth. 

Mr.  Smith  :  I  am  asking  for  the  support  not  necessarily  of  this  Congress, 
but  of  the  movement. 

The  President  :  We  cannot  deal  with  this.  We  shall  have  to  take  it 
up  in  a  constitutional  form.  If  you  desire  that  it  should  be  dealt  with  you 
can  send  in  a  resolution  applicable  to  it  for  the  next  Congress. 

HOUSING  AFTER  THE  WAR. 
(See  Report  43,  page  310.) 

Mr.  J.  DiMBERLiNE  (Brightside  and  Carbrook,  Sheffield)  :  I  want  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  co-operative  movement  to  the  question  of  housing  after 
the  war.  There  ai'o  in  existence  two  or  three — five,  I  think — Housing 
Councils  belonging  to  the  democracy  of  this  country,  which  are  formulating 
schemes  for  after  the  war.  Alongside  of  that  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  promised,  in  face  of  probable  difficulties  of  finance, 
that  his  depai-tment  will  finance,  to  a  ceitain  extent,  housing  schemes  after 
the  war.  In  the  other  movement,  the  Labour  movement,  they  have  certain 
schemes.  I  went  to  a  housing  conference  arranged  by  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  at  Blackpool  last  year.  I  went  expecting  to  find  co-operative 
societies  well  represented,  seeing  it  was  such  an  important  conference ;  to  my 
surprise,  however,  there  were  very  few  co-operative  societies  represented,  and 
when  I  made  a  claim  for  co-operative  societies  to  share  in  the  money  promised 
I  was  told  the  co-operative  movement  never  asked  for  outside  financial  help. 
But  things  are  altogether  altered.  The  Government  are  advancing  money 
after  the  war  for  the  pressing  problem  of  housing,  and  if  we  do  not  claim 
our  share  and  join  up  with  the  democratic  forces  we  shall  be  left  out  in  the 
cold. 

The  General  Secretary"  :  The  Union  has  already  taken  this  matter  up 
and  has  brought  the  matter  prominently  before  societies.  If  a  society  can  see 
its  way  to  go  in  for  housing  now  is  the  time  to  make  applicatioa  We  suggest 
that  a  certain  sura  of  money  be  put  aside  for  the  co-operative  movement,  and 
that  wo  should  have  the  same  facilities  granted  after  the  war  as  are  given  to 
municipalities.  It  now  rests  with  societies  to  press  f oi'ward  ;  if  they  put  in 
tlieir  applications  we  will  see  they  are  put  through. 
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ORGANISATION  OF  ALLOTMENTS  AND  ALLOTMENT  HOLDERS. 
(See  Report  44,  page  310.) 

Mr.  J.  Tyldesley  (Eccles)  :  I  have  joined  an  allotment  association  and 
I  have  had  some  wounds  of  conscience  since  I  joined.  We  ought  to  be  very 
careful  in  joining  such  bodiee  when  we  find  they  are  in  open  competition  with 
existing  co-opei-ative  societies.  They  can  go  to  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society  and  get  spades  and  seeds.  I  just  mention  this  matter  by  way  of 
warning. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Edwards  (Liverpool)  :  The  allotments  question  is  one  very 
closely  allied  with  the  housing  question.  There  must  be  breathing  space 
around  each  house,  and  healthy  recreation  for  the  tenant  in  the  space.  The 
Agricultural  Organisation  Society  are  organising  allotment  holders  into 
becoming  landowning  associations,  which  will  become  a  menace  to  the  co- 
operative movement,  and,  under  the  franchise,  the  allotmenteer  has  got 
political  powera.  They  are  prepared  almost  to  a  man  to  go  our  way  if  we 
will  properly  organise  them,  but  we  have  this  competition  of  the  Agricultui'al 
Organisation  Society,  and  neither  the  Co-operative  Union  nor  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  are  making  anything  like  a  successful,  energetic  effort  to 
meet  the  Agricultural  Organisation  Society,  notwithstanding  that  last  year  no 
less  than  20,000  new  allotments  were  opened  and  between  20  and  30  this  year. 
It  has  been  proved  that  thei'e  is  a  land  hunger,  and  it  has  got  to  be  catered 
for,  and  our  movement  is  well  capable  of  catering  for  it. 

THE  WOMEN'S  GUILDS. 
(See  Report  53,  page  316  ) 

Mr.  J.  J.  Carding  (Leek  and  Moorlands)  :  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to 
the  paragraph  containing  the  refusal  of  the  Central  Board  to  make  the  grant 
of  £400  to  the  English  Women's  Guild.  The  position  affects  vitally  one  of 
our  principal  auxiliary  bodies,  with  its  magnificent  record  of  accomplished 
work,  and  standing,  as  it  does,  as  one  of  the  most  important  women's  organisa- 
tion in  the  kingdom.  It  is  officially  recognised  and  consulted  by  Government 
Departments  on  national  questions  affecting  women  and  children,  and  it  is  a 
body  which  we  ought  to  be  proud  of — and  the  majority  of  us  are — and  with 
the  able  secretary.  Miss  Margaret  Llewelyn  Davies.  The  guild  has  been  built 
up  on  democratic  principles  and  this  has  necessitated  years  of  free  service  and 
financial  sacrifice  to  attain  its  present  position  and  influence.  Must  all  this 
now  become  subsei-vient  to  the  will  and  supreme  control  of  the  Central  Board, 
which,  with  two  exceptions,  is  composed  of  men  ?  The  recognition  at  last  of 
their  claims  by  granting  votes  to  six  million  women  is  an  important  factor  in 
tho  history  of  the  movement.  This  necessitates  immediate  action,  and  the 
guild  is  already  taking  steps  to  mould  the  minds  of  women  politically.  Is  it 
reasonable  to  ask  tliese  guildswomen  to  give  up  the  control  of  their  guild  just 
as  they  have  got  political  freedom  ?  Are  they  to  accept  in  our  movement  only 
tho  political  r.nd  co-operative  wisdom  of  men?     No!     Let  them  bpnefit  from 
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our  experience,  but  leave  them  the  initiative  to  work  out  their  many  problems 
in  the  near  future.  Only  by  this  means  shall  we  strengthen  an  already  useful 
auxiliaiy.  If  the  Jubilee  Congress  shows  a  new  spirit  to  the  guild  it  will  be 
a  milestone  in  the  history  of  the  movement.  I  hope  next  year's  report  will 
show  that  we  have  given  the  grant.  I  implore  that  the  women  'should  have 
the  gi-ant  to  carry  out  a  very  glorious  work. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Wilkin  (Hartlepools)  :  You  notice  it  says  we  may  have  the 
£400  "on  condition,"  and  I  want  to  know,  here  and  now,  the  condition 
whereby  we  can  have  this.  We  do'  not  want  it  under  false  pretences.  We 
want  to  work  with  a  free  hand  to  help  eveiybody  connected  with  the  move- 
ment. Each  and  every  one  here  should  know  what  work  we  do.  We  want 
the  money,  but  we  want  it  unfettered. 

Mrs.  W.  Jeffrey  (Southampton)  :  I  think  the  principle  is  wrong  when  a 
splendid  organisation  like  the  guild,  which  is  doing  work  of  such  inestimable 
value,  sliould  have  to  come,  cap  in  hand,  and  be  told  that  if  we  behave  like 
good  children  we  shall  get  it.  I  do  hope  that  this  will  be  recognised  and  we 
shall  have  a  different  answer  from  the  Central  Boai-d. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  CoKRiE  (Coventry)  :  We  have  been  told  by  the  membei-e  of 
the  Central  Board  that  there  were  no  conditions,  and  if  we  were  sensible  women 
we  would  ask  no  questions ;  and  we  were  told  we  have  no  political  sagacity  or 
we  would  not  have  asked  questions.  We  have  been  the  scavengers  that  have 
had  to  clear  away  the  prejudices ;  we  have  done  the  educating  of  the  women 
and  showed  them  how  to  use  their  votes,  and  we  will  use  the  votes  well  in  the 
interests  of  the  movement — if  you  will  only  let  us.  I  hope  Congress  is  going 
to  tell  us  that  they  realise  the  benefit  we  are  to  the  movement. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Booth  (Derby)  said  the  guild  members  have  felt  the  position 
very  keenly  in  recent  years.  They  did  not  call  their  organisation  an  auxiliary 
body.  The  guildswomen  looked  upon  themselves  as  a  wing  of  the  co-operative 
movement,  and  as  a  big  wing.  They  had  27,000  members,  and  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  men  the  membership  would  have  been  very  greatly  increased. 
She  would  not  have  cai'ed  if  the  matter  of  the  grant  had  come  before  Congress 
in  the  first  instance  and  the  Congress  had  decided  to  withhold  the  grant,  but 
it  was  the  Co-operative  Union  that  did  it.  Eeverting  to  the  cause  of  the 
dispute  she  said,  we  ilid  not  want  to  alter  the  law,  but  to  reform  it.  We 
wanted  women  to  be  served  the  same  as  men.  You  have  heard  all  dming  this 
Congi'ess  that  the  Union  has  got  a  lot  of  work  to  do.  We  women  want  to  help 
the  Union  We  have  never  taken  up  a  question  detrimental  to  the  movement 
as  a  whole.  We  claim  this  money  as  a  right.  Where,  I  ask,  does  the  Union 
get  the  money?  From  the  societies.  Where  do  the  societies  get  the  money 
from  ?  They  get  it  from  the  women.  The  men  give  us  the  money  to  spend 
and  we  spend  it.  If  we  did  not  spend  it  in  the  stores  where  would  the  Union 
and  its  grants  be? 

There  were  calls  for  the  vote  to  be  taken.  Mr.  Handxsidb  (United 
Baking  Society,  Glasgow),  from  the  back  gallery,  tried  several  times  to  catch 
the  President's  eye. 
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The  Pbesident  called  upon  Mr.  Goodenough  to  reply,  but  Mr.  Handyside 
tried  to  make  liimself  heard. 

The  Pbesident  :   Please  take  your  seat,  Mr.  Goodenough  will  reply. 

Mr.  GoouENOUGH,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  said  :  I  was  asked  a  definite 
question  about  the  conditions  concerning  this  grant.  An  application  was 
made  laet  October  for  a  renewal  of  the  grant  of  £400.  The  Central  Board 
decided  unanimously  to  make  the  grant  on  the  same  conditions  as  it  has  made 
to,  and  which  has  been  continuously  accepted  by,  the  Scottish  and  Irish 
guilds.  As  to  the  question  of  freedom,  be  was  son-y  a  Scotch  lady  was  not 
allowed  to  put  her  point  of  view.  At  the  back  of  the  minds  of  the  Central 
Board  there  was  no  question  of  censorehip,  but  ihey  were  bound  by  the  rules 
laid  down  at  the  Congresses,  and  if  there  was  any  meaning  in  the  term 
' '  conditions  ' '  it  meant  the  conditions  imposed  upon  the  Central  Board  by  the 
Congress.  The  situation  could  be  more  easily  explained  if  the  delegates  had 
studied  John  Stuart  Mill's  essay  on  "Liberty,"  where  he  points  out  that 
members  of  associations  like  ours  are  bound  to  have  their  individual  liberty 
restricted  on  account  of  being  members.  If  we  enter  into  an  organisation  like 
the  Congress  we  are  bound  to  have  some  kind  of  rules  and  regulations.  The 
women  are  not  so  unanimous  as  might  appear  there  that  day.  The  Central 
Board  have  agreed  to  offer  to  meet  the  Women's  Guild  to  talk  over  this 
pai'ticular  problem  and  to  see  if  they  could  persuade  them  (the  women)  as  to 
the  error  of  their  ways  in  this  particular  case. 

The  subject  was  then  depai'ted  from. 

A  Delegate  :  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  entire  omission  from  the 
report  of  the  Central  Board  of  any  statement  as  to  the  work  of  the  National 
Men's  Guild.  I  do  not  think  that  the  National  Men's  Guild  are  seeking 
sentimental  patronage  from  the  Central  Board  with  regard  to  the  work  which 
they  are  doing,  but  I  do  say  that  whatever  little  work  has  been  done  should 
be  recoixied  in  the  report  of  the  Central  Boai-d. 

The  President  :  You  will  find  a  reference  to  the  guild  in  the  report  of 
the  Education  Committee.  This  was  dealt  with  last  Monday.  The  report 
states:  "The  National  Co-operative  Men's  Guild  has  continued  its  work 
under  great  difficulties  during  the  past  year.  Further  cjills  have  been  made 
upon  the  membership  of  the  guild  for  service  in  the  Forces,  and  the  work  of 
the  branches  has  suffered  in  consequence.  We  believe  that  there  is  a  great 
future  before  the  guild,  a«  many  inquiries  are  being  received  from  persons 
anxious  to  establish  branches  in  eonnecliun  with  their  societies." 


DECEASED  CO  OPERATORS. 
(See  Report  57,  page  320.) 

The  list  of  co-operators  who  have  died  since  the  last  Congress  wae  eub- 
mitted. 

The  Presdent  :  This  is  one  of  the  sad  features  inevitable  in  life.  We 
regret  the  loss  of   men   and   women   who  have  done  good   senrice  in  their 
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particular  sphere  in  connection  with  the  co-operative  movement.      The  least 
we  can  do  is  to  send  to  their  families  and  relatives  our  sympathy  and  condolence. 
The  delegates  intimated  their  approval  by  rising  in  their  places. 

FRENCH  DELEGATES'  LEAVE  TAKING. 

Mons.  Daude-Bancel  :  Mr.  President  and  fellow-co-operators,  the  time 
has  arrived  when  we,  the  French  co-operative  delegates,  must  return  to  Paris, 
and  this  moment,  which  has  arrived  all  too  soon,  proves  to  us  once  more  that 
the  good  tilings  do  not  last  for  long.  We  have  spoken  to  our  good  British 
friends,  and  we  have  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  future  holds  for  us 
closer  and  more  cordial  relations;  that  unity  will  result  in  bringing  about  a 
co-operation  more  complete,  and,  again,  above  all,  the  valuable  and  inestimable 
help  which  the  great  British  nation  has  brought  to  France  and  to  the  Allies 
fighting  for  the  liberty  of  the  world.  The  present  war  is  not,  as  some  people 
believe,  simply  an  economic  war.  It  is  a  war  for  freedom  !  The  war  must 
make  sure  the  triumph  of  right  over  brute  force.  The  war  must  protect  the 
little  as  well  as  the  great  nations  from  the  abuse  of  force  and  "  scraps  of 
paper."  After  the  war,  thanks  to  co-operation  generally,  we  shall  be  able  to 
organise  the  world  on  a  co-operative  plan.  We  shall  organise  consumers  an! 
producers  for  the  benefit  of  all  and  not  of  some  privileged  capitalists.  For  this 
great  and  noble  work  of  social  reconstruction,  and  especially  among  the  down- 
trodden nations,  we  count  largely  for  the  support  of  English  co-operators. 
To  Britain,  who  is  fighting  with  the  Allies  for  right  in  the  world,  we  offer  our 
fraternal  greetings,  and  to  you  cordially  say  "Good-bye." 

Mons.  and  Madame  Daude-Bancel  and  Mons.  Waseige  were  given  a  hearty 
send-off  by  the  Congress. 


RESOLUTIONS    FROM    SOCIETIES. 

CONSTITUTION   OF  JOINT   PARLIAMENTARY   COMMITTEE. 
Mr.  S.  F.  Perry  (Birkenhead)  moved  a  resolution  on  behalf  of  the  Liver- 
pool societies  as  follows  : — 

That  the  Parliamentary  interests  of  the  co-operative  movement,  as 
regards  administa'ation  and  legislation,  should  be  delegated  to  a 
committee  responsible  to  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  that  the 
two  Wholesale  Societies  and  any  other  co-operative  organisation, 
of  which  the  Congress  shall  approve,  and  which  is  concerned  with 
the  work  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  shall  appoint  special 
representatives  on  the  committee,  and  that  the  Central  Board 
present  a  report  within  six  months  for  circulation  to  the  sections 
and  district  associations  in  sufficient  time  for  consideration 
previous  to  next  year's  Congress,  as  to  the  number  and  method 
of  election  of  the  committee,  and  the  organisation  which  should 
be  represented  thereon. 
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Mr.  Jabman  (Warrington)  seconded,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 
by  the  Congi-ees  without  a  discussion. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Perry,  as  originally  framed,  provided  that 
the  report  should  be  prepared  by  the  Survey  Committee  and  presented  to  the 
Central  Board  for  circulation.  Birmingham  Industrial  Society  submitted  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  Central  Board  should  present  a  report  on  the 
subject.  The  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  had  also  sent  in  an  amend- 
ment, including  the  Federation  in  the  text  of  the  resolution  following  the 
reference  to  the  two  Wholesale  Societies. 

The  General  Secretary  intimated  that  the  Board  would  accept  the 
Productive  Federation's  amendment  if  the  Congress  agreed,  and  that  this 
would  apply  also  to  the  Birmingham  amendment.      ("Agreed.") 

Mr.  F.  H.  West  (Plymouth)  said  the  Parliamentary  Committee  wanted 
shaking  up.  The  Plymouth  management  committee  had  found  out  what  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  doing  when  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
did  not  know. 

The  President  :  Seeing  that  the  committee  have  practically  accepted 
these  amendments,  may  I  put  the  resolution?  Those  in  favour,  please  vote. 
The  Liverpool  resolution  is  carried. 

PROPOSED   INCOME   TAX    INQUIRY. 

Mr.  C.  Greig  (Manchester  and  Salford)  :  I  have  pleasure  in  proposing  the 
following  resolution  : — 

That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  co-operators  are,  through 

the  heavy  taxes  paid  by  co-operative  societies  under  Schedules 

A  and  B,  bearing  taxation  for  which  they  are  not  liable,  and  in 

view  of  the  agitation  to  secure  the  imposition  of  special  taxation 

upon  co-operative  trade  and  trading  surpluses,  and  the  proposal 

of  the  Government  to  undertake  an  inquiry  after  the  war  in 

regard  to  income  tax,  this  Congress  instructs  the  Central  Board 

to  establish  a  committee  of  inquiry  into  the  question  of  taxation 

and  assessment  of  co-operative  societies,  this  committee  to  consist 

of  membere  of  their  own  Board,  officials,  and  other  persons  and 

organisations,  who  may  be  considered  likely  to  promote  the  success 

of  the  inquiry,  and  that  the  committee  of  inquiry  thus  established 

be  empowerd  to  consult  experts  and  undertake  any  action  that 

may  be  considered  germane  to  the  inquiry. 

The  question  is  dealt  with  under  three  aspects.      It  is  not  my  purpose  to 

labour  it.      I  only  want  to  make  out  a  prima  facie  case  for  ihe  passing  of  the 

resolution.      I  do  not  want  to  talk  of  income  tax  generally,  particularly  at 

this  late  hour  of  the  session.      I  propose,  therefore,  to  curtail  my  remarks.      I 

will  lay  special  stress  on  the  first  point  as  regards  Schedule  A  and  B.      Perhaps 

I  ought  to  remind  you  that  Schedule  A  is  the  classification  under  whicii  we 

have  to  pay  taxes  on  our  shops,   and  when  we  have  warehouses,   cottages, 

houses,   and   other  property.      Schedule  B  affects  those  societies  which   ore 
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doing  their  own  farming.  We  are,  therefore,  paying  income  tax,  notwith 
standing  that  the  private  trader  is  always  telling  us  that  we  are  absolutely 
free  from  taxation.  Last  August  I  sent  a  letter  which  the  editor  of  the 
Co-operative  News  inserted,  in  which  I  pointed  out  that  as  far  as  I  could 
estimate  we  were  paying  a  quarter  of  a  million  in  income  tax  under  those  two 
schedules.  This  is  only  an  approximation ;  it  may  be  not  quite  correct.  I 
remind  you  of  it  as  being  sufficient  to  show  that  this  is  not  a  matter  to  be 
trifled  with,  and  that  it  is  time  we  seriously  took  it  up.  There  are  a  couple 
of  facts  I  want  to  remind  you  of.  Income  tax  is  a  tax  on  the  individual ; 
for  the  pui-poses  of  collection  the  tax  is  imposed  on  the  property.  If  any 
owners  of  property  are  not  liable  for  the  tax  at  5s.  in  the  £  they  have  a  right 
to  reclaim  it.  If  our  societies  had  been  an  ordinary  capitalistic  concern  we 
could  have  reclaimed  this,  as  hundreds  of  thousands  are  doing.  The  real  fact 
is  that  95  out  of  every  100  co-operators  it  is  recognised  are  not  liable  for  the 
tax,  which  means  a  difference  on  your  dividend  and  mine.  Why  not  claim  it 
back  ?  For  this  reason,  that  neither  you  nor  I  know  how  much  is  being  paid. 
We  ask  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  take  up  this  question  and 
deal  with  this  particular  aspect.  We  are  asking  for  a  special  committee  to  be 
appointed,  composed  of  individuals  who  from  their  special  ability  or  experience 
are  able  to  give  efficient  help,  and  also  that  it  shall  be  a  committee  not 
encumbered  by  a  multitude  of  other  details,  which  it  would  be  hardly  able  to 
get  through. 

Mr.  J.  Sharples  (Blackburn  Industrial)  :  I  desire  to  second  the  resolu- 
tion. It  is  a  committeo  of  inquiry.  We  want  the  facts.  We  want  to  be 
ready  for  the  time  when  it  comes.  We  want  to  have  our  case  co-ordinated 
and  the  machinery  all  at  hand.  We  want  to  understand  every  phase  of  the 
problem — how  it  touches  societies  and  the  individual ;  and  how  far  any 
suggestion,  however  sinister,  may  affect  us.  Do  not  let  us  be  in  the  position 
of  having  eomething  in  Parliament  thrown  at  us  and  having  to  make  up  our 
minds  in  ten  minutes.  Let  us  have  confidence  in  our  case,  and  then  we  can  go 
to  the  opposition  without  fear  or  favour. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Young  (Eccles)  :  I  support  the  resolution  sent  in  by  Man- 
chester and  Salford.  This  is  a  question  societies  ought  to  have  pronounced 
their  opinion  on  years  ago.  Immediately  the  income  tax  is  advanced  from  9d. 
to  5s.  in  the  £  it  is  time  the  co-operative  movement  wakened  up.  In  the  case 
of  my  own  society,  on  the  rateable  value  of  the  premises  on  which  we  are 
assessed  we  are  charged  £610  over  and  above  the  amount  we  ought  to  pay  for 
the  year.  As  mentioned,  a  man  who  has  less  than  £2,000  per  annum  is 
enabled  to  reclaim  2s.  in  the  £,  but  it  is  not  done.  The  Co-operative  Union 
ought  to  take  a  test  case.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  we  do  not 
pay  taxes.  The  best  way  is  to  take  the  war  into  his  camp  and  not  leave  it 
for  him  to  spring  it  on  us  in  our  camp.  I  suggest  we  take  a  test  case 
immediately. 

The  General  Secbetart  :  The  matter  has  previously  been  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  United  Boards  and  it 
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was  decided  tx>  form  this  committee,  but  they  have  left  over  the  selection  of 
the  individuals  until  the  new  Board  has  been  formed  and  they  have  seen  who 
is  sei'ving  on  it.  They  intend  to  call  in  anybody  they  think  competent  to 
advise,  and  they  wiU  have  power  to  call  any  evidence  required  from  societies. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 

FULL-TIME    PERMANENT    EXECUTIVE. 

A  resolution  was  sent  in  by  seven  societies  proposing  that  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Co-operative  Union  should  be  controlled  by  a  small  full-time, 
salaried  committee,  representatives  of  the  various  sections  of  the  Co-operative 
Union,  in  place  of  the  present  United  Board,  and  that  the  Survey  Committee 
should  report  on  this  subject  within  six  months,  so  that  it  could  be  considered 
for  next  Congress.      The  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

RELIGIOUS    TEACHING. 

Mr.  J.  Whalley  (Great  Harwood)  moved — 

That  this  Congress,  in  order  that  the  purchasing  power  of  all  co- 
operators  shall   be   equalised,   demands   that  no   efficient  school 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  fullest  educational  advantages  on  the 
ground  that,  in  addition  to  teaching  other  subjects,  it  also  under- 
takes to  give  definite  religious  teaching. 
The  mover  said  the  resolution  was,  like  the  parson's  egg,  good  in  parts.     It 
asked  that  no  efficient  school  should  be  penalised  which,  in  addition  to  teaching 
other  subjects,  undertook  to  give  definite  religious  teaching.      He  hoped  that 
co-operators  would  insist  that  schools  should  be  efficient. 
The  resolution  was  formally  seconded. 

The  President  :  I  am  a  member  of  the  church  that  is  referred  to  in  this 
resolution,  and  I  think  it  is  little  short  of  a  catastrophe  that  it  should  be 
brought  here.  I  was  surprised  when  I  saw  that  a  resolution  of  this  nature 
was  to  be  submitted  to  the  Congress. 

The  resolution  found  only  a  few  supporters,  and  was  declared  rejected. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  RULES  OF  THE  UNION. 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Gasson  (Southern  Section)  :  There  will  be  no  dispute  on  what 
I  have  to  move.  It  is  just  a  question  of  the  alteration  of  the  rules  whicU 
must  be  submitted  to  Congress.  From  the  time  of  the  setting  up  of  vhe 
Central  Board  there  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  fee  allowed.  We  all  realise 
what  the  cost  of  food  is  to-day.  It  is  because  the  cost  of  food  and  the  hotel 
expenses  are  higher  that  we  are  asking  you  to  revise  the  rules  dealing 
with  the  fees  allowed.  It  is  just  the  deletion  of  certain  figures,  and  putting 
others  in  their  place.  When  a  member  of  the  Board  attends  a  meeting  a  fee 
of  2s.  6d.  is  allowed.  We  ask  you  to  be  more  generous  towards  us  and  agree 
that  we  should  have  a  fee  of  5s.  for  a  meeting  instead  of  28.  6d.  When  we 
are  away  from  home  w©  get  a  fee  of  10b.  ;  if  we  pay  8b.  for  bed  and  bi^eakfaet 
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what  is  thei-e  left?  We  are  asking  that  this  10s.  should  be  increased  to  15s. 
If  we  are  away  from  home  more  than  24  hours  we  get  a  fee  of  20s. ;  we  ask 
that  you  should  agree  to  this  being  increased  to  25s.  Most  of  the  delegates 
are  allowed  from  15s.  to  £1  a  day  expenses  when  attending  Congress.  The 
members  of  the  Central  Board  have  received  lOe.  a  day  for  Congress.  We 
ask  you  to  agree  to  this  being  increased  in  the  future  to  15s.  a  day.  I  will 
move  the  deletion  of  these  figures  and  the  substitution  of  the  increased 
amounts. 

Mr.  W.  Bentley  (Bolton)  :    You  have  decided  to  refer  the  whole  matter 
back. 

Cries  of  "No,  No"  and  "Vote!" 

The  General  Secretary  :  If  that  report  is  referred  back  to  the  committee 
you  will  haive  to  be  prepared  to  wait  a  long  time  before  the  fees  can  be 
increased ;  it  may  be  possible  that  an  alteration  cannot  be  made  even  at  the 
next  Congress  if  you  have  to  wait  for  approval  of  the  Survey  Report.  The 
proposal  is  put  forward  so  that  the  new  scale  of  fees  can  come  into  operation 
immediately,  and  not  to  be  held  up  for  two  years. 
The  President  :   I  think  it  is  a  reasonable  thing. 

Mr.  J.  Blackwell  (Gloucester)  :    May  I  ask  if  the  increased  payments 
commence  from  the  date  now  ? 

The  President  :   No,  but  from  the  time  of  registration  of  the  amendment. 
The  alterations  were  approved,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  new  scale  of 
fees  should  com©  into  operation  as  soon  as  the  amended  rules  were  registered. 
The  General  Secretary  then  read  the  following  letter  : — 

"  21st  May,  1918. 
"  Dear  Mr.  Killon, — At  the  education  meeting  to-night  Mr.  Fisher, 
Minister  of  Education,  made  an  appeal  to  co-operators  for  help  in  the 
work  he  was  trying  to  do  for  their  children.  Those  who  were  able  to 
be  present  responded  gladly,  and  promised  to  remember  when  the  time 
of  elections  came.  May  I,  through  you,  appeal  to  those  who  wei'e  not 
so  fortunate  as  to  hear  Mr.  Fisher,  to  take  his  message  home  with  them, 
too.  If  our  delegates  do  their  duty  every  member  of  Parliament  will 
get  to  know  at  an  early  date  that  co-operators  are  intensely  interested 
in  the  future  of  Mr.  Fisher's  Bill. 

"  Youra  faithfully, 

"W.  R.  Rae." 

GREETINGS  FROM   RUSSIAN    CO-OPERATORS. 

The  General  Secretary  :   The  following  telegram  has  been  sent  to  Prof. 
Hall,  who  is  helping,  our  friends  in  getting  out  the  Russian  Journal  : — 

"Professor  ilall,  Co-operative  Congress,  St.  George's  Hall,  Liverpool. 
"  Tht  Russian  members  of  the  Editorial  Committee  of  the  Russian 
Co-operator  ask  you,  as  fellow-member,  to  express  to  the  Jubilee 
Congress  their  best  greetings  and  wishes  for  the  success  of  its  work. — 
Balakshin,  Bubnoff,  Crysin,  Hermer,  Yarkoff." 
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Mrs.  A.  E.  CoBBiE  (Coventry)  :  May  I  ask  for  an  emergency  resolution 
supporting  Mr.  Fisher? 

The  President  declared  that  at  this  stage  the  proposal  was  out  of  order. 
The  Congress  proceeded  with  business. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  AUDITOR. 

The  President  formally  moved  that  Mr.  T.  Wood  be  appointed  the 
auditor  for  the  Congress  year.       ("Agreed.") 

INVITATIONS  FOR  CONGRESS  OF  1919. 

Mr.  T.  HoRROCKS  (Assistant  Secretary)  now  gave  detailed  reports  of  his 
visits  to  Carlisle  and  Stockton-on-Tees  in  view  of  the  invitations  from  the 
two  towns  for  the  next  Congress. 

Mr.  G.  Riddle  (Carlisle),  who  championed  the  claims  of  Carlisle  as  the 
venue  for  next  year's  Congress,  said  :  It  is  32  years  since  the  co-operators  of 
Cumberland  had  the  privilege  of  inviting  Congress  to  Carlisle.  Carlisle  is  a 
delightful  place.  It  is  surrounded  by  three  rivers — I  would  like  to  suggest 
four,  for  we  have  the  Liquor  Control  Board  there.  It  is  situated  on  a  perfect 
garden,  and  where  in  all  the  British  Isles  can  you  find  a  place  within  the 
reach  of  such  beautiful  scenery.  (A  Voice  :  Scotland.)  We  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  Scotland,  but  in  Carlisle  there  is  standing  a  monument  to 
show  that  the  Scotch  are  second  yet.  For  years  Scotland  and  England  con- 
tended, but  Carlisle  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  English.  Nine  miles  from 
Carlisle  you  have  Gretna,  where  you  will  find  100  miles  of  rails  and  get  other 
evidence  of  the  tremendous  task  we  have  to  remove  the  difficulties  preventing 
the  present  war  and  other  wars  coming  to  an  end.  Come  to  Carlisle  and  help 
forward  the  peace  programme.  Carlisle  may  not  be  very  well  adapted  at  the 
present  time  for  hotel  accommodation,  but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that,  as  it 
was  when  the  difficulties  at  Gretna  came  along  and  the  Carlisle  people  took 
in  78,000  people  who  came  to  help  their  country,  we  can  do  it  still,  for  the 
Carlisle  people  are  used  to  extending  hospitality.  If  we  cannot  find  sufficient 
houses,  then  we  can  do  what  is  done  in  Hyde  Park,  for  we  have  a  finer  common 
than  any  city  in  England,  and  then  we  have  the  County  Gaol  for  the  officials 
of  the  Union.  There  are  seven  railways  leading  to  Carlisle ;  in  fact, 
Scotland,  to  do  its  business,  has  to  come  down  through  Carlisle.  Cumbrians 
get  the  name  of  being  mean  and  canny.  They  are  not.  I  am  sure  they  will 
extend  to  the  delegates  the  same  hospitality,  and  generosity,  and  welcome 
that  they  gave  to  me  when  I  first  went  amongst  them.  We  will  make  an  effort 
to  make  the  Carlisle  Congress  the  best  that  has  ever  been  held. 

Mr.  W.  Robinson  (Carlisle)  seconded  the  recommendation. 

TEES-SIDE   ATTRACTIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Morrison  (Stockton),  in  a  humorous  and  eloquent  speech,  invited 
the  Congress  to  Stockton-on-Tees.      The  only  things  Carlisle  held  out  for  the 


Gekebal  Vote  op  Thanks.  645 


delegates  were  tents  and  cells.  Tees-side,  on  the  other  hand,  was  an  important 
industrial  area.  Great  developments  were  taking  place  which  were  of  a  very 
promising  character.  They  have  been  labouring  for  years  to  attract  the  trade 
union  element  into  the  co-operative  fold.  If  the  Congress  went  to  Stockton 
it  would  compel  them  all  to  come  in.  The  Congress  will  get  a  hearty 
reception  from  the  Tees-side.  They  had  in  Stockton  a  High  Street  a  mile 
long  and  sixty  yards  wide,  and  by  this  means  they  had  a  free  current  of  fresh 
air  through  the  town.  There  was  hotel  acccmniodation.  There  were  splendid 
train  services,  and  the  delegates  would  really  have  a  home  in  the  country — a 
palatial  dwelling  in  the  town  or  a  home  by  the  seaside  at  Saltburn.  He 
attempted  to  describe  the  beauties  of  Tees-side,  but  he  assured  the  delegates 
that  if  the  Congress  went  to  Stockton  these  beauties  would  reveal  themselves 
in  all  their  glory.  The  society,  he  added,  had  just  completed  fifty  years, 
and  the  delegates  could  celebrate  that  next  year. 
A  Delegate  seconded. 
The  proposal  that  Carlisle  should  be  selected  was  carried. 

VOTES  OF  THANKS. 

The  General  Secretary  :  We  have  next  an  important  duty  to  perform  in 
passing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and  vice-chairman.  I  will  ask  Mr. 
Bastard  to  move  the  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  G.  Bastard  (Midland  Section)  :  I  have  been  requested  by  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee  to  move  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  this  Congress  expresses  its  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  to 

Mr.  Killon  for  his  excellent  inaugural  address,  and  for  the  kindly 

and  just  manner  in  which  he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations 

of  Congress ;    and  also  thanks  Mr.  Wood  for  carrying  out  the 

duties  of  vice-president. 

This  Jubilee  Congress  was  to  have  been  held  in  Manchester,  but  owing  to  the 

horrible  war  our  friends  in  Manchester  told  us  that  we  could  not  have  the 

Congress  there.      At  the  moment  when  we  thought  that  we  should  have  to 

give  it  up  our  friends  at  Liverpool  came  to  the  rescue.       They  established  a 

Reception  Committee,  and  now  we  have  arrived  at  the  finish  of  one  of  the 

most  successful   Congresses  we  have  had.       When  we  thought  of  going  to 

Manchester  we  could  not  have  had  anyone  more  suitable  as  president  than 

the  chairman  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society — the  greatest  spending 

concern  in  the  whole  world.      Mr.  Killon  was  asked  to  preside,  and  he  agreed 

to  do  so.      When  we  agreed  to  come  to  Liverpool  he  came  here  and  gave  us  of 

his  best.     I  am  not  going  to  deal  with  the  address.     I  could  have  hoped  that 

we  might  have  had  opportunities  as  an  assembled  body  here  of  discussing  the 

address.      I  will  content  myself  with  saying  that  the  address  is  second  to 

none  from  the  practical  standpoint.      I  can  only  hope  that  when  you  get  home 

you  will  read  the  address  in  the  Co-operative  News  and  that  you  will  give  a 

most  intelligent  consideration  to  the  very  many  points  dealt  with,  which  are 

worthy  of  consideration.      You  would  expect  from  his  experience  in  con- 
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ducting  business  that  Mr.  Killon  would  be  an  ideal  chaii'man ;  he  has  risen  to 
the  occasion.  The  conduct  of  a  Congress  is  diflFerent  from  the  conduct  of  a 
Wholesale  Society's  meeting.  At  a  Wholesale  Society's  meeting  he  grips 
everything  in  a  moment,  and  just  knows  when  to  let  go  and  when  to  tighten 
up.  When  you  come  to  an  assembly  like  this  it  is  totally  different.  I  want 
to  say  that  our  chairman  has  risen  to  the  occasion  j  whilst  he  may  have  held 
some  of  us  in  check  he  has  given  all  fair  play.  I  am  sure  the  Congress  has 
never  been  conducted  in  a  better  way  than  under  Mr.  Killon's  chairmanship. 
With  regard  to  our  vice-chaii'man,  you  will  remember  last  year  at  Swansea 
Mr.  Wood's  services  as  chairman.  He  conducted  tha  business  in  a  magnificent 
manner.  Although  Mr.  Wood  had  not  to  preside  he  had  done  a  great  deal. 
Having  been  president  I  can  assure  you  that  it  is  always  an  advantage  to  have 
a  gentleman  of  experience  to  whisper  in  your  ear  at  a  certain  moment,  and 
with  whom  you  can  confer.  Although  we  have  not  heard  his  voice  we  know 
that  he  has  been  here  prepared  to  act  if  called  upon.  I  have  the  delightful 
privilege  of  asking  Mr.  Killon  to  accept  from  the  Co-operative  Union  a  copy 
of  a  bound  volume  of  "Industrial  Co-operation."  I  have  no  doubt  that  he 
is  familiar  with  it.  I  think  that  all  the  presidents  are  familiar  with  this 
book.  It  is  very  nice  to  have  one  amongst  your  library,  showing  the  condi- 
tions under  which  it  has  been  presented.  I  also  have  to  present  Mr.  Killon 
with  a  copy  of  this  year's  "  Co-operative  Year  Book."  I  wiU  ask  Mr.  Wood 
to  accept  a  copy  of  the  "Year  Book."  He  was  presented  last  year  with  d 
copy  of  "  Industrial  Co-operation,"  and  that  is  the  reason  he  is  not  receiving 
one  this  year. 

Mr.  C.  Marshall  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society)  :  I  have  been  asked 
by  the  Standing  Orders  Committee  to  second  the  resolution.  I  have  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  doing  so.  It  has  been  said  you  must  live  with  a  man  to 
know  him.  Well,  I  do  not  quite  live  with  him,  but  I  see  a  great  deal  of  Mr. 
Killon,  and  we  have  learned  to  love  him  because  of  the  conspicuous  ability  he 
has  shown  in  presiding  over  the  institution  to  which  I  have  the  privilege  to 
belong.  He  has  conducted  the  business  of  this  Congress  with  conspicuous 
ability,  and  we  tender  to  him  our  most  sincere  thanks.  With  respect  to  Mr. 
Wood,  we  were  delighted  with  his  conduct  last  year  at  Swansea  and  again 
this  year,  and  we  thank  him  for  the  genial  and  able  way  he  has  assisted  Mr. 
Killon  in  the  chair.  In  the  first  place  I  present  to  Mr.  Killon  a  copy  of  the 
"  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society's  Annual."  Oh,  this  is  a  special  one,  beauti- 
fully bound  and  inscribed,  and  I  hope  he  will  read  it.  I  have  also  pleasure  in 
pi'esenting  to  Mr.  Wood  a  copy  of  the  same  Annual. 

Mr.  Wood  :  Allow  me  to  thank  you  very  much  for  the  honour  you  have 
done  me,  in  the  first  place  by  electing  me  the  president  last  year,  I  cannot 
forget  that,  and  I  also  thank  you  very  much  for  your  kindness  this  year.  It 
has  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  of  some  little  service  to  my  fellow-men  in 
helping  to  conduct  two  Congresses.  I  am  very  pleased  to  be  associated  with 
the  Fiftieth  Congress.  I  cannot  also,  as  a  Welshman,  forget  that  at  the  firat 
Congress  a  fellow-countryman  of  mine  presided — Thomas  Hughes,  and  another 
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gentleman  who  took  a  very  leading  part  in  that  Congress  was  Edward  Owen 
Greening.      Some  words  have  been  hovering  through  my  mind  all  the  week 
in  reference  to  our  success,  and  changing  just  a  word  or  two  we  have — 
Here   we    raise    oiu'    Ebenezer, 
Hither  by  Thy  help  we  come, 
And  we  hope  by  Thy  good  favour 
Safely  to  arrive  at  home. 
— the  home  of  the  co-operative  movement.      The  principle  is  in  the  mind,  the 
heart,  and  the  lives  of  the  democracy  of  this  country  and  of  all  countries  of 
the  world.      Looking  upon  the  success  we  have  achieved  it  gives  us  hope  that 
we  will  capture  the  whole  mind  and  heart  of  democracy. 

The  President  :  I  am  very  proud  to  be  your  chairman  at  a  moment  like 
this.  It  makes  one  feel  very  deeply  to  find  such  an  expression  of  apprecia 
tion ;  and  let  me  just  add  how  very  much  indebted  I  am  to  Mr.  Wood  for  the 
great  kindness  and  assistance  he  has  given  me  at  this  Congress.  His  experience 
has  been  most  valuable  in  aiding  me,  for  the  conducting  of  a  Congress  is  very 
much  different  from  the  conducting  of  a  business  meeting.  I  thank  the  dele- 
gates for  the  way  in  which  they  carried  out  their  business.  It  reflects  very 
great  credit  on  those  who  have  sent  them.  The  work  of  the  Congress  will 
mark  an  epoch  in  the  co-operative  movement.  We  have  acted  on  the  principle 
that  unless  the  workers  of  this  country  make  up  their  minds  intelligently — 
the  cui'se  of  the  worker  is  that  he  will  not  think  consecutively — tO'  claim  their 
rights  they  will  never  have  the  things  they  want.  If  Congress  has  made  that 
clear  it  has  brought  a  wider  outlook  into  life.  I  again  thank  you  for  the 
sympathy  and  assistance  you  have  given  me  during  the  past  three  years. 

Mr.  G.  GooDENOUGH  (North-Western  Section)  moved  the  following  genex'al 
vote  of  thanks  : — 

That  this  Congress  expresses  its  sincere  appreciation  and  thanks  to 

the  Deputy-Lord  Mayor  of  Liverpool  for  his  cordial  welcome  to 

the  delegates,  to  the  reverend  gentlemen  who  conducted  special 

services  on  Sunday,  to  the  Artistes  and  Speakers  who  have  assisted 

in  making  the  evening  meetings  a  success,  to  the  Right  Hon. 

H.    A.    L.    Fisher,    M.P.,    for   his   address   at   the   Educational 

Meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  to  the  Reception  Committee  and  the 

local   societies    for   their   successful    efforts   to   provide   for    the 

comfort  and  entertainment  of  the  delegates,  and  to  the  Press  for 

their  fair  reports  of  the  Congress  proceedings. 

I   am   sure,   he  said,   you  will   pass  this  motion  without  dissent.       We  are 

indebted  to  everyone  mentioned,  and  not  least  to  those  who  have  attended  to 

us  unseen  but  whole-heartedly.      Regarding  Mr.  Fisher,  I  would  like  to  give 

you  a  character  of  him  which  I  received  years  ago.      Not  only  did  he  hold 

the  same  views  then  a;S  he  does  now,  but  he  conducted  a  class  of  Ruskin 

College  students,  and  without  fee,  and  he  willingly  came  down  to  speak  to  us 

despite  the  fact  that  this  is  a  time  of  tremendous  difficulty  to  him  unravelling 

special  details.      We  shall  all  go  away  from  Liverpool  with  special  memories. 
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A  Voice  :    Will  you  include  the  Mayor  of  Birkenhead  ? 

Mr.  GooDENOuoH  :  Yes,  we  will  put  in  the  Mayor  of  Birkenhead. 

Mr.  E.  R.  S.  MuNDY  (Devon  District  Association),  seconding  the  motion, 
said  :  Presumably  the  absence  of  reports  in  the  newspapers  has  not  pre- 
vented the  co-operative  movement  keeping  in  touch  with  the  civic  bodies,  and 
this  is  the  right  spirit  to  adopt.  As  regards  the  other  part  of  the  vote  of 
thanks,  the  fact  that  so  many  ministers  of  various  churches  were  willing  to 
give  sei'mons  demonstrates  the  fact  that  the  ethics  of  co-operation  is  not 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  true  religion.  As  regards  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  we  shall  go  away  with  pleasant  memories  which  shall 
never  be  removed  from  our  minds  so  long  as  we  live.  Mr.  Fisher  showed 
himself  as  a  man  of  culture,  of  natural  gifts,  and  a  stalwart  advocate  of 
democratic  education,  and  it  is  to  such  men  that  we  look  for  help  in  the  future. 

The  resolution  was  carried  enthusiastically. 

Mr.  F.  J.  NoEHis  (Liverpool)  :  I  thank  you  on  behalf  of  the  committee 
for  the  vote  of  thanks.  When  difficulty  arose  at  Manchester  it  looked  as  if 
the  Congress  for  the  jubilee  year  was  going  to  be  abandoned.  Liverpool  at 
once  stepped  into  the  breach.  Perhaps  here  the  food  difficulty  was  not  so 
great  as  at  Manchester.  Our  Food  Control  Committee  has  helped  us.  In 
addition  to  this  we  have  had  help  from  the  civic  authorities  as  well.  The 
fact  is  that  we  owe  a  debt  for  what  Manchester  has  done  for  Liverpool,  We 
are  not  so  old  in  the  co-operative  movement  as  Manchester.  There  was  a  time 
when  Manchester  came  to  the  help  of  Liverpool  when  the  old  Toxteth  Society 
was  struggling  for  existence.  Members  have  told  me  stories  of  the  struggles 
of  early  days  and  of  the  great  help  which  had  come  from  Manchester.  I  felt 
that  we  could  only  repay  the  debt  which  we  owed  to  Manchester  by  entertain- 
ing the  Congress  here.  The  Reception  Committee  have  done  their  level  best 
to  make  the  visit  a  success.  Assistance  had  been  rendered  by  the  managers 
and  staffs  of  the  societies.  There  was  no  division  of  opinion  in  asking  the 
Congress  to  Liverpool.  Everyone  has  done  his  or  her  best  to  help.  If  there 
has  been  any  hitch  at  all  we  ask  you  to  consider  the  short  time  at  our  dispoeal 
in  making  the  arrangements,  and  that  you  will  forgive  any  defects.  I  thank 
you  on  behalf  of  the  Liverpool  and  Birkenhead  societies  for  your  vote  of 
thanks. 

The  Congress  was  then  brought  to  a  termination  by  the  delegatee  uniting 
in  singing  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


APPENDIX. 


MEETINGS   AND   EVENTS   CONNECTED 
WITH   CONGRESS, 


SATUBtDAY'S    PUBLIC    MEETING    AND    CONCERT, 


Saturday  evening's  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Central  Hall,  and  was 
presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Lander  (Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  Director), 
the  speakei's  being  Mr.  W.  Maxwell  (president  of  the  Co-operative  Inter- 
national Alliance)  and  Mrs.  Blair  (Liverpool). 

Opening  the  meeting,  Mr.  Lander  said  that  at  one  time  it  looked  as  though 
there  would  not  be  any  Congress.  He  was  sorry  that  Manchester  had  failed, 
but  glad  Liverpool  had  come  to  the  rescue  in  more  ways  than  one.  But  co- 
operators  wei^  a  strong  body  of  men  and  women  with  a  set  purpose.  They 
were  out  with  a  set  purpose  to  bring  about  a  bloodless  revolution  for  the  benefit 
of  humanity.  As  they  read  the  stories  of  the  pioneers  they  might  think  that 
through  co-operation  they  would  realise  the  millennium,  and  never  dream  that 
men  and  men,  nation  and  nation,  would  be  at  war  with  each  other.  But 
there  was  much  yet  to  be  done,  and  they  had  a  big  programme  to  cairy  out 
before  they  achieved,  their  object.  One  thing  there  must  be,  the  working 
man's  child  must  be  given  his  chance  of  education,  and  it  was  hoped  that  with 
the  assistance  of  democracy  the  Education  Bill  before  the  country  would  be 
placed  upon  the  Statute  Book.  As  co-operators  they  were  up  against  vested 
interests,  and  the  war  has  hastened  the  decision  of  co-operators  to  enter 
Parliament.      As  a  movement  they  had  suffered  in  supplies,  but  they  were 
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now  determined  to  have  their  place  in  the  sun.  The  present  was  no  time  for 
division  in  their  ranks ;  the  ranks  must  be  closed,  for  they  had  a  great  goal 
before  them,  aaid  out  of  the  present  chaos  they  hoped  to  build  the  new 
Jerusalem  wherein  thei'«  would  reign  peace  and  goodwill. 

Mr.  W.  Maxwell,  who  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Lander  as  an  old  friend 
and  colleague,  said  he  should  be  very  remiss  in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  at  the 
outset  offer  his  congratulations  to  Liverpool  upon  the  mai-vellous  progress  the 
society  had  made  sine©  1899.  His  memory  went  back  to  the  time  when\Mr. 
J.  T.  W.  Mitchell  despaired  of  ever  making  Liverpool  into  a  co-operative  city, 
but  now  they  were  in  the  front  ranks  of  co-operative  progress.  Through  their 
statesmanlike  action  of  amalgamation  they  had  secured  strength  and  per- 
manency to  their  institutions.  My  only  justification,  he  continued,  for 
appearing  upon  the  platform  to-night  must  be  to  show  what  poor  stuff  we  had 
fifty  years  ago.  (Cries  of  "No,  No.")  His  colleagues  had  gone,  but  he 
was  theie  to  recall  with  grateful  pride  the  unselfish  and  magnificent  work 
they  had  done,  not  for  any  selfish  ends,  but  for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow-men. 
Their  names  were  remembered  in  their  hearts  with  gratitude.  Referring 
to  the  early  days  of  the  movement,  Mr.  Maxwell  said  it  was  started  more  than 
100  years  ago,  and  some  of  the  societies  were  doing  business  to-day.  Those 
were  not  the  good  old  days,  at  least  not  for  the  workers.  They  were  the  bad 
days,  and  his  memory  went  back  70  years  to  the  days  of  poverty  and  unemploy 
ment  and  no  education.  No,  the  best  was  yet  to  come,  and  the  Union  of 
which  they  weie  celebrating  the  50th  anniversary  was  helping  forward  these 
better  days  by  organising  propaganda  and  consolidating  the  units  into  one 
indivisible  power.  It  was,  therefore,  up  to  them  to  show  their  appreciation 
for  their  inheritance.  Since  the  movement  was  started  they  had  found 
opposition,  and  even  to-day,  said  Mr.  Maxwell,  we  are  thwarted,  ignored, 
and  contemptuously  treated  by  the  powers  in  high  places.  It  was  all  a 
matter  of  time,  but  if  they  did  not  defend  themselves  then  all  the  marshalled 
forces  would  break  through.  They  could  not  hope  for  an  easy  walk  over ; 
obstacles  must  be  overcome,  and  with  zeal  and  deteimination  they  would 
succeed.  Mr.  Maxwell  pleaded  with  the  women  to  force  the  pac«.  He 
had  always  held  that  women  were  the  backbone  of  the  movement,  and  it  was 
singular  that  at  the  first  general  election  after  the  Franchise  was  gr'anted  to 
them  the  question  to  be  put  to  them  would  be,  "  Will  you  vote  for  co-operation 
or  competition?  "  His  hope  was  that  the  women  would  all  pliunp  for  co- 
operation. The  future  political  call  would  be  "For  the  People"  or  "For 
Privilege."  Then  would  be  found  the  tnie  value  of  the  fusion  of  forces. 
Then  would  the  people  learn  that  co-operation  touched  the  welfare  of  the 
people,  and  all  questions  connected  with  land,  education,  trade  and  commerce, 
and  international  peace.  Let  us  organise  to  win,  and  not  enter  half-heartedly 
into  the  political  work  befoi^e  us.  Speaking  from  long  experience,  concluded 
Mr.  Maxwell,  I  count  large  meetings  for  nothing  compared  with  perfect 
organisation.  A  new  and  greater  life  was  before  them,  and  it  was  up  to 
them  to  seize  the  opportunities  with  enthusiasm  and  not  to  fritter  the  time 
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away  in  sectional  differences.  If  this  were  done,  then  the  makers  of  the 
movement  to-day  would  be  unworthy  of  the  founders  and  the  workers  who 
had  sacrificed  so  much  for  it.  He  urged  them  to  make  a  very  sincere  effort 
to  banish  poverty  and  privilege  and  to  bring  in  a  reign  of  justice  and  peace, 
and  bring  back  to  the  world  the  fulfilment  of  the  prayer  so  often  murmured 
on  a  Sunday,  ' '  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  heaven, ' '  something 
worth  working,  fighting,  and  dying  for. 

Mrs.  Bl.\iii  pleaded  with  the  representatives  of  the  management  and 
educational  committees  to  realise  the  importance  of  women  to  the  movement, 
and  to  make  more  use  of  the  30,000  organised  guildswomen.  All  sorts  of 
organisations  were  running  after  guild  members  and  asking  their  help,  because 
they  knew  how  well  conducted  organised  co-operative  women  were  on  problems 
affecting  their  everyday  life.  Women  were  thinking  and  feeling  in  their 
hearts  such  a  lot  of  things.  Their  boys  were  being  taken  away  from  them 
and  fed,  housed,  and  clothed,  and  the  women  were  asking  if  this  could  be 
done  in  war  time  why  not  in  peace  time  ?  Then  women  were  wanting  to 
■  know  why  there  were  two  kinds  of  education — one  for  the  upper  and  another 
for  the  working  classes  ?  They  were  saying  that  their  sons  and  daughters 
shoold  all  have  equal  opportunities.  They  wanted  knowledge  on  how  to 
attack  the  problems  of  today,  not  lectures  on  home,  food,  and  cooking,  and 
now  the  vote  was  theirs  they  intended  to  use  their  influence  at  the  ballot  box. 

Mr  Beeston  (Liverpool)  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  speakers 
and  artistes,  which  Mr.  Peery  (Bii'kenhead)  seconded. 

Mr.  Lander  replied  on  behalf  of  all,  and  congratulated  the  societies  on 
Mereeyside  on  their  success. 


CONGRESS    RS.A, 


On  Sunday  afternoon  a  gathering  in  connection  with  the  Congress  took 
place  in  the  Tivoli  Theatr.j,  New  Brighton,  at  which  Mr.  S.  F.  Peury 
(Birkenhead)  officiated  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  Anetjrtn  Wilt.iams,  M.P., 
delivered  the  address.  There  was  a  veiy  large  attendance,  and  the  pro- 
gramme was  an  excellent  one. 


MONDAY   EVENING^S    PUBLIC    MEETING. 


Mr.  T.  Kill  ON  (chairman  of  the  Co-opei'ative  Wholesale  Society)  presided 
at  the  Monday  evening's  public  meeting,  held  in  the  Central  Hall,  and 
accompanying  him  on  the  platform  as  speakers  were  Mre.  Lawton  (Hanley) 
and  Mr.  Aneurin  Williams,  M.P. 
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Free  from  official  control  and  with  a  glorious  cause  to  advocate,   Mr. 
KiLLON  said  he  felt  happy,  and  referring  to  the  handbill  which  had  been  put 
into  his  hands,  telling  the  people  to  "  Beware  the  co-operative  menace,"  he 
asked,   why  is  this  meeting  arranged  to  take  place  on  Thursday  when  the 
Congress  delegates   will   have  left  Liverpool  ?      For  half  a  century   private 
traders  had  been  in  control  of  the  industries  of  this  country,  and  with  what 
result?        Had   they   made  any   attempt   to  grapple   with   poverty,    misery, 
degradation,  and  slums  ?      It  was  now  fashionable  to  be  a  co-operator,  and 
to-day  the  traders  were  imitating  co-operative  methods  by  combining ;    but 
it  was  necessary  to  point  out  certain  differences.      Against  co-operation  it  was 
asked,  What  do  committee-men  who  are  joiners  and  carpenters  know  about 
business?       In  reply,  he  would  ask,  Who  are  the  men  at  the  head  of  the 
multiple  shops,  and  who  are  the  shareholders  ?      Did  they  know  anything  of 
the  businesses  from  which  they  got  their  livings  ?      No ;    they  did  what  co- 
operators  would  have  to  do — engage  the  best  brains  and  pay  the  best  money 
to  those  who  understood  their  work,  while  the  directors  guided  the  policy. 
Did  the  men  and  women  who  shopped  at  the  multiple  firms  know  where  the 
profits  went  which  they  helped  to  create?      Certainly  not  into  the  pockets  of 
the  consumers,  but  to  the  shareholders,  and  this  was  the  difference  between 
combination  and  co-operation.      I  want  to  speak  quite  "  homely  "  about  the 
conditions  of   present-day   commerce,    said   Mr.    Killon.       The   Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  directors  thought,  and  still  think,  that  sugar  bought  by  the 
Government  should  be  sold  to  us  without  coming  through  any  intermediaries. 
But,  no.      The  Government  refused  to  disturb  the  existing  trading  relations, 
with  the  result  that  the  distribution  of  the  food  supplies  of  this  country 
brought  the  people,  some  time  back,  almost  to  the  verge  of  revolution.     To-day 
the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  had  to  buy  sugar  through  a  broker  on  the 
1913  basis  of  consumption,  and  in  saying  this,  he  continued,  I  am  not  saying 
one  word  against  the  man,  but  against  the  system.     Prior  to  the  war  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  was  buying  sugar  in  New  York  at  14s.  3d.  per 
cwt.,  but  the  price  after  the  war  was  458.  to  468.  per  cwt.,  the  broker  getting 
10s.  per  cent  on  the  increased  values  as  represented  by  the  increase  in  price. 
What  would  have  been  said  of  the  working  man  if  he  had  got  300  per  cent 
on  his  wages?     But  sugar  was  only  one  item.      The  Government  decided  to 
allocate  tea  on  what  was  known  as  "the  datum  period,"  and  the  allocation 
for  the   Co-operative  Wholesale   Society  on  this  was  600  cwts.   per  week. 
What  happened  ?      Societies  had  additional  members  to  cater  for,  while  those 
already  members  became  more  loyal.      Hence  consumption  increased,  and  they 
were  told  that  tea  would  be  releaeed  on  the  same  basis  as  sugar ;  and  it  was 
only  during  the  past  fortnight  that  the  Government  caved  in,  and  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  was  given  300,000  cwts.  more  than  they  had  at 
the  datum  period.     They  had  to  contend  it  was  impossible  to  feed  their  mem- 
bers, and  that  if  something  were  not  done  to  ease  the  situation  the  country 
would  be  roused.      They  did  not  ask  any  favour ;   only  to  be  treated  equally 
with  anyone  else.      There  rfiuat  not  be  any  more  shuffling  or  trickeiy  such  :i8 
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had  happened  with  tea.  And  if  he  had  been  at  Leman  Street  when  the 
Government  sent  warrants  demanding  to  know  the  tea  stocks,  the  officers 
would  not  have  gone  in  except  by  force.  Certain  influences  had  been  used 
and  statements  were  circulated  that  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  had 
stores  of  tea  there,  contravening  the  Defence  of  the  Realm  Act.  What 
happened  ?  When  examined,  the  stocks  were  lower  than  before  the  war,  and 
immediately  this  was  known  buying  went  on  as  quickly  as  ever  it  couid,  and 
the  Press  raised  the  cry  that  it  was  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  which 
had  raised  the  price  of  tea.  This  was  a  form  of  trickery  to  which  the  Co- 
operative Wholesale  Society  was  not  accustomed.  However,  co-operative 
principles  had  not  been  assailed  and  all  that  was  needed  was  their  intelligent 
application  for  the  cause  they  had  at  heart  to  progress. 

Mrs.  Lawton  (Hanley)  said  that  though  most  co-operators  to-day  had  a 
valuable  opinion  of  women,  there  were  some  who  doubted  women's  future 
influence  on  the  movement.  She  admitted  that  women's  influence  was 
unknown  in  public  life  and  in  the  movement,  but  if  they  went  wrong  the 
men  would  be  to  blame.  The  vast  numbers  of  women  in  the  movement  did 
not  attend  any  meetings;  they  were  not  to  be  got  at,  and  the  weakest  were 
being  induced  to  go  to  the  private  traders,  because  they  must  have  food. 
What  had  they  done  at  Burslem?  Their  manager  called  a  women's  meeting 
at  the  time  of  the  sugar  rationing,  and  the  women  came  with  their  grievances, 
but  when  the  manager  explained  the  unfairness  of  distribution  every  woman 
was  satisfied  and  became  more  loyal  to  the  society.  But  there  were  societies 
refusing  to  recognise  the  women.  They  were  not  admitted  to  quarterly 
meetings,  but  they  must  be  got  at  somehow  because  of  their  ignorance.  They 
were  the  shoppers  and  held  the  power.  This  "basket"  power  was  a  fact, 
and  it  was  the  women  who  made  the  conditions  of  the  movement ;  she  would 
not  have  the  things  she  did  not  want.  They  had  only  to  look  at  the  shop 
windows  of  their  various  societies  and  note  the  number  of  private  traders' 
goods  as  compared  with  those  from  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society.  If 
the  women  of  the  movement  were  consulted  this  would  not  obtain.  They 
must  get  at  the  women  and  now,  otherwise  they  would  go  outside.  The 
Bui'slem  Society  had  also  held  meetings  for  the  purpose  of  telling  the  women 
why  co-operators  had  entered  the  field  of  politics.  A  rumour  was  current  in 
their  town  that  the  society  was  going  down.  There  was  a  definite  plan  to 
undermine  the  society,  and  the  management  realised  that  if  the  rumour  were 
neglected  it  would  be  too  late  to  get  matters  put  right,  so  the  alarm  was 
sounded  for  another  meeting,  with  the  result  that  any  evil  effects  were 
scotched.  If  this  step  had  not  been  taken  developments  might  have  been 
serious.  Once  more  she  appealed  to  the  men  to  give  the  women  every  support 
and  encouragement,  and  not  to  snigger  when  the  women  get  up  to  speak  at 
conferences.  Once  the  confidence  of  the  women  was  cultivated  co-operation 
would  be  the  answer  to  the  social  and  industrial  problems  for  which  the 
people  were  asking  to-day. 

Mr.  Aneurin  Williams,  M.P.  (chairman  of  the  Co-operative  International 
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Alliance),  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  said  the  people  were  so  absorbed  in 
the  petty  details  of  life  to-day  that  they  had  not  time  to  think  of  the  larger 
ideals.  But  there  were  dangers  of  success,  and  to-day  the  war  had  placed 
co-operators  in  such  a  position  that  the  movement  was  obliged  to  take  up 
politics.  And  there  was  the  greater  danger  of  the  movement  becoming 
absorbed  in  politics  to  the  detriment  of  the  voluntary  mutual  help  for  which 
the  movement  was  started.  He  hoped  they  would  not  forget  the  splendid 
work  which  needed  doing  in  the  sphere  of  housing.  Then  they  would  have 
to  consider  the  international  relationships  of  the  movement  and  think  how  the 
bonds  of  friendship  could  be  built  up  again.  What  about  the  co-operators  of 
Germany  and  Austria?  They  would  have  to  work  with  them  again.  (Cries 
of  "  No,  no.")  Continuing,  Mr.  Williams  said  he  was  not  one  who  thought 
this  could  be  brought  about  in  a  hurry,  but  he  did  not  hide  the  fact  and  it 
had  to  be  done.  What  they  were  asking  for  was  that  friendly  relations  should 
be  established  between  the  working  classes  of  all  the  nations,  for  when  brute 
force  was  beaten  dawn  it  was  thi'ough  the  co-operation  of  all  nations  that 
peace  would  be  established.  Co-operation  had  shown  the  way  of  mutual 
self-help  at  home,  and  they  must  lead  the  way  to  show  what  could  be  done 
between  nations.       Then  let  them 

Pray  that  come  it  may. 

That  man  to  man  the  wide  world  o'er 

Should  brothers  be  and  a'  that. 


THE    EDUCATIONAL   MEETING- 


ADDRESS    BY    THE    RIGHT    HON.    H.    A.    L.    FISHER. 

TRIBUTE    TO    CO-OPERATORS. 

HIS   EDUCATIONAL    POLICY   OUTLINED. 


The  Educational  meeting,  held  on  the  Tuesday  evening  of  Congress  week, 
was  a  notable  gathering.  As  the  Reception  Committee  had  the  desire  to 
associate  the  co-operators  of  Birkenhead  with  the  Congress,  the  Tuesday 
evening  meeting  was  held  in  the  Tovm  Hall,  Birkenhead,  and  the  audience 
which  assembled  filled  the  hall  and  overflowed  into  the  corridors.  Mr.  W.  R. 
Rae  presided,  and  there  was  a  representative  co-operative  platform.  Besides 
the  co-operators,  there  were  on  the  platform  Alderman  Byrne  (Mayor  of 
Birkenhead),  who  was  accompanied  by  the  Mayoress;  the  Right  Hon.  H.  A.  L. 
Fisher,  M.P.  (the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade)  ;  Mr.  A.  Bigland,  M.P. 
for  Birkenhead;  Mr.  Gresham  Stewart,  M.P.  for  the  Wirrall  Division; 
Alderman  R.  J.  Russell,  J.  P.  (chairman  of  the  Birkenhead  Education  Com- 
mittee) ;  Councillor  Annie  Laird  (Birkenhead) ;  Rev.  Father  Hughes 
(Liverpool),  &c. 
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Mr.  Fisher  and  the  municipal  representatives  were  warmly  applauded  on 
taking  their  places.  Besides  having  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the  Minister  of 
Education  personally  describing  what  he  hoped  to  gain  for  the  nation  by 
means  of  the  Education  Bill  he  was  then  piloting  through  Parliament,  the 
audience  had  an  excellent  concert  programme  provided  for  them  by  gifted 
artistes,  including: — Contralto,  Miss  Hilda  Cragg  James;  elocutionist, 
Madame  Gladys  Williams;  baritone,  Mr.  Chas.  Critchley ;  flautist,  Mr. 
Stanley  Redfern;  Birkenhead  Glee  and  Madrigal  Society;  conductor,  Mr. 
Walter  Baker;  accompanist.  Miss  Jennie  Atwill.  The  various  contributions 
were  highly  appreciated,  and  a  number  of  "  encores  "  had  to  be  responded  to. 

The  Chairman  :  Mr.  Alderman  Byrne,  the  Mayor  of  Birkenhead,  in  a 
few  words,  will  welcome  the  delegates  who  come  from  very  distant  places. 

The  Mayor  :  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  welcome  the  delegates  to 
Birkenhead.  If  you  had  a  little  time  to  stay  you  would  like  our  port.  We 
have  suburbs  second  to  none  in  England.  If  you  only  want  to  come  to  a 
health  resort,  come  to  Birkenhead.  It  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had 
of  meeting  Mr.  Rae,  but  the  Mayoress  ofttimes  has  met  him  in  Sunderland, 
having  known  him  there.  She,  therefore,  knows  him  better  than  I  do.  She 
always  respects  him,  and  speaks  very  highly  of  him. 

The  Chairman  :  Since  I  have  been  interested  in  education  I  have  been 
to  many  meetings  of  this  kind,  but  I  do  not  think  I  ever  before  felt  so  utterly 
unfit  to  preside  as  I  do  to-night.  It  is  not  because  of  the  kind  words  the 
Mayor  has  said  in  regard  to  a  very  dear  old  friend  of  ours,  or  of  the  really 
distinguished  company  we  have  on  the  platform ;  it  is  because  some  of  the 
long  hopes  of  past  years  of  schoohnastering  seem  likely  to  be  realised.  For 
nearly  forty  years — within  a  few  months  now — I  have  been  caring  for  the 
youth  at  the  schools  in  the  North  of  England.  I  have  seen  them  drift  between 
the  ages  of  14  and  16;  I  have  seen  them  beaten  in  the  race.  In  the  old  days, 
when  we  had  the  reading  of  books,  I  used  to  long  for  the  days  when  education 
would  be  through  all  the  senses  as  well  as  through  the  one.  And  after  long 
years,  and  here  now — I  was  going  to  say  in  my  old  age — we  have  a  man 
courageous  enough,  far-seeing  enough,  and  bold  enough,  and  willing  withal, 
to  fight  the  battle  of  the  children  of  the  workers,  so  that  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  that  they  have  not  hitherto  had.  You  can  imagine  how  proud 
I  am  to  introduce  to  a  co-operative  audience  the  best  Minister  for  Education. 

The  Right  Hon.  H.  A.  L.  Fisher,  M.P.,  who  was  loudly  cheered  on  rising 
to  address  the  meeting,  said  : 

Mr.  Rae,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — I  presume  I  see  before  me 
"  The  Martyrs  of  the  Arena,"  whose  suffering  has  been  so  melodion.^ly 
pictured  by  the  Birkenhead  Glee  and  Madrigal  Society.  But  I  shall  assuie 
you,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  although  your  martyrdom  will  be  painful  it 
will  be  brief.  I  do  not  propose  to  inflict  myself  upon  you  for  more  than  n 
very  brief  space  of  time,  and  I  shall  watch  your  inevitable  contortions  with  a 
friendly  and  clement  eye.  When  I  received  the  invitation  to  come  down  to 
Birkenhead  to  address  the  co-operators,   I   did  not  hesitate  for  a  moment. 
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I  have  always  had  a  very  great  interest  in  the  co-operative  movement,  and 
so,  too,  has  my  wife,  who  is  an  emancipated  woman,  over  whose  actions  1 
have  no  control,  and  who  has  been  a  co-operator  ever  since  we  were  married. 
I  am  specially  interested  in  the  co-operative  movement  because  the  co-operative 
movement  has  all  through  been  a  friend  of  popular  education.  Whatever 
has  been  the  view  about  education  in  other  quarters  of  society,  the  co-ope ralors 
have  never  been  in  doubt  that  education  is  the  great  primary,  sacred  cause 
of  democracy.  You  realise,  what  so  many  other  people  have  failed  to  realise, 
that  while  it  may  be  true  that  when  you  give  mere  material  goods  to  one 
person  there  is  less  to  be  bestowed  in  that  possession  than  is  already  given 
by  the  benefits  of  education  of  the  things  of  the  spirit  and  the  mind ;  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  more  education  one  gets  the  more  he  reaches  the  Ught. 
The  more  educated  you  make  A,  the  more  education  there  is  for  B,  because 
A's  education  is  not  confined  to  him  or  her ;  the  force  radiates  out  and  nffects 
everybody  with  whom  he  or  she  may  come  into  contact.  As  I  am  going  to 
speak  about  education  this  evening,  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  tell  you  v.hat 
I  mean  by  education.  I  believe  it  is  said  that  no  Oxford  man  addres^fs 
a  meeting  without  bringing  in  Aristotle.  Ai-istotle  was  once  asked  what  was 
the  difference  between  an  educated  man  and  an  uneducated  man,  and  he 
answered  :  "  The  difference  between  a  living  man  and  a  corpse."  That  goes 
to  the  bottom  of  it.  An  educated  man — when  I  say  man  I  also  mean"  woman, 
I  shall  say  man  for  short — is  not  a  person  who  has  read  more  books  than 
other  people;  he  is  not  a  person  who  remembers  more  datesi  than  any  other 
person;  he  is  not  a  person  who  can  do  more  sums  than  any  other  person, 
but  he  is  a  man  who  feels  that  life  is  worth  living,  getting  pleasure  of  the 
mind  and  spirit  more  valuable  than  words  can  measure — a  man,  when  he 
does  read  a  book,  knows  how  to  read  it,  knows  how  to  turn  it  to  his  own 
uses,  and  knows  how  to  make  it  helpful  to  him.  He  is  a  man  who  lives 
close  to  certain  ideas — great,  simple  ideas — to  guide  hie  life  by  some  thread 
of  principle.  That  is  what  I  believe  to  be  an  educated  man.  We  who 
are  democrats  and  believe  in  democracy  know  perfectly  well  that  no  democracy 
can  be  wholesome,  and  no  democracy  can  be  happy  unless  the  goods  of 
education  are  fully  and  bounteously  spread  amongst  them.  I  have  read  in 
the  prospectus  of  your  powerful  Union  that  you  have  a  project — I  do  not 
know  how  far  the  project  has  gone — for  erecting  a  college  in  memory  of 
those  who  have  fallen  in  the  war.  Let  me  say  that  I  regard  that  as  a  very 
proper  and  noble  form  of  memorial,  I  had  the  same  idea  myself.  I  told 
the  House  of  Commons,  when  I  was  introducing  my  Education  Estimate, 
that  I  hoped  that  a  great  scheme  of  educational  reform  would  be  the  principal 
national  memorial  to  Englishmen  who  have  fallen  in  the  war.  After  all,  what 
can  be  a  more  effective  or  more  impressive  memorial  than  a  memorial  that 
is  calculated  to  repair  the  waste  of  the  war  by  ennobling  and  enriching 
the  lives  of  the  future  generations  of  the  country.  In  the  measure  now 
being  considered  by  Parliament  we  have  an  instalment — a  fair  and  substantial 
instalment ;  but  I  only  regard  it  as  an  instalment — of  a  series  of  educational 
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reforms  which  will  make  this  country  an  entirely  different  country  for  the 
children  and  young  people  of  the  working  class  to  live  in.  I  am  speaking 
to  you  here  in  all  earnestness,  because  I  see  before  me  men  and  women  who, 
by  the  position  which  you  hold  in  the  working  classes,  are  fitted  to  be  the 
most  effective  and  powerful  missionaries  of  the  caus€.  But  do  not  let  us 
suppose  that  that  cause  is  already  won  !  It  is  quite  true  that  the  Education 
Bill  has  got  into  Committee,  but  it  ha^  not  yet  passed  through  that  stage, 
and  it  will  have  other  difficulties  to  confront;  and,  meanwhile,  we  have  to 
realise  that  education  reforms  have  their  duty,  and  that  the  whole  force  of 
custom — unanalysed  custom — is  being  steadily  enlLsfed  against  them.  Conse- 
quently, ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  want  your  help.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the 
ideas  of  this  measure  are  very  simple ;  so  simple  that  I  am  almost  ashamed 
of  having  to  state  them.  The  first  idea  is  that  youth  is  the  period  of  life 
which  is  pro\>er  to  education  This  proposition  is  the  tritest  of  platitudes. 
Why,  there  is  not  a  parent  in  this  country  who  has  means  and  a  balance 
at  the  bank  and  a  grain  of  sense  in  his  composition  who  does  not  take  very 
good  care  that  his  children  receive  a  very  good  education  during  or  through 
the  period  of  adolescence.  No  wealthy  man  stops  the  education  of  his 
children  at  the  age  of  fourteen  or  twelve  years.  He  sees  that  they  get  some 
guidance,  some  control,  some  chance  for  educational  development  during  those 
years  when  the  character  and  the  mind  are  v.ery  plastic  and  amenable  to 
influence.  But  when  you  take  the  great  mass  of  the  population  of  this  country, 
we  find  that  it  is  considered  quite  sufficient  if  the  education  of  the  great 
masses  of  children  is  wound  up,  once  and  for  all,  at  twelve  or  thirteen  or 
•  fourteen  years  of  age.  At  the  best  there  is  nothing  further  except  that 
small  minority  of  enterprising  spirits  who  find  some  compensation  in  the 
evening  schools.  Now,  is  that  a  reasonable  arrangement  ?  Is  it  good  business  ? 
To  spend  £30,000,000  a  year  on  the  elementary  education  of  little  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  twelve  or  thirteen  years,  and  then  stop  dead 
just  at  the  time  when  education  begins  to  do  good ;  just  at  a  time  when  little 
children  are  beginning  to  feel  there  is  some  interest  in  the  books  they  read 
and  that  they  have  some  relation  to  life — at  a  time  when  they  are  beginning 
to  feel  that  education  is  not  all  mechanical'  and  meaningless  drudgery.  I 
say  it  is  not  good  business.  I  say,  if  the  country  wants  a  rational  organisation 
of  education  it  must  provide  some  machinery  that  will  enable  education  to 
be  continued  for  the  period  of  adolescence.  That  is  what  we  are  attempting 
to  do.  In  the  Bill  we  are  attempting  to  provide  a  means  by  which  the  children 
of  working  parents  may  be  enabled  to  get  a  little  education  a  few  hours  a 
week  all  through  the  period  of  adolescence,  and  which  will  not  interfere  much 
with  their  work — I  hope  it  will  not  interfere  with  their  wages.  If  you  consider 
society  as  a  whole,  and  the  effect  of  the  Education  Bill  on  the  total  wealth 
of  the  country,  the  product  will  be  enormously  increased  by  the  diffusion  of 
the  general '  intelligence  among  the  people.  I  have  said  before,  and  now, 
again,  that  no  nation  has  ever  lost  economically  by  any  improvement  in  the 
general  education  of  its  population.     Now  another  idea  of  the  Bill — it  has 
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already  been  ^alIudecl  to  by  your  chairman.  We  do  not  take  a  narrow  view 
of  education  in  the  Bill.  We  take  a  very  broad  view.  We  do  not  regard 
education  as  merely  a  matter  of  book-learning.  Everybody  knows  that  if 
you  take  a  family  of  children,  one  will  be  good  at  books,  another  with  his 
hands,  another  will  have  some  musical  taste,  and  a  fourth  will  have  a  taste 
for  art  generally.  The  tastes  will  differ,  the  aptitudes  will  differ,  and  the 
children  will  have  to  be  developed  on  different  lines.  That  is  what  we  want 
to  develop  in  the  Bill.  We  do  not  want  to  turn  out  a  whole  race  of  book- 
worms. The  other  day,  when  the  Bill  was  before  Committee,  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  discussion  as  to  the  relative  value  of  a  technical  and  a  general 
education.  You  can  dose  a  child  too  hard.  You  can  have  a  very  good 
general  education;  and  there  is  no  very  clear  line  between  the  two.  I  am 
a  great  believer  in  making  boys  and  girls  feel  that  their  education  will  help 
them  in  life.  That  is  the  test  of  a  really  skilful  educationist  and  school- 
master— he  makes  them  feel  it  is  of  use,  not  merely  a  material  use.  There 
10  a  great  saying  in  Augustine's  Confessions  applicable  to  the  whole  course 
of  education.  It  is  :  "  Through  life  one  person  is  fired  by  nothing  but  the 
love  that  the  teacher  has  for  his  subject."  Whether  it  be  a  subject  of  mental 
or  artistic  instruction,  that  love  fires  the  class  whom  he  teaches.  Now, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  our  system  of  education  in  this  country  is  a  system 
which  is  controlled  by  popular  bodies,  and  it  is  financed  partly  by  the  State 
and  partly  by  the  ratepayers ;  and  when  I  hear  people  abusing  our  national 
schools  and  saying  that  our  children  are  not  taught  the  right  things,  or  are 
not  taught  in  the  right  way,  or  are  not  taught  by  the  right'  people,  I  only 
say  :  "  Who  is  to  blame?  "  The  ratepayers  have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
the  schools  as  good  as  they  like.  When  the  municipal  and  county  council 
elections  come  on  you  hear  people  talk  about  drains  and  water.  How  often 
do  you  hear,  what  is  much  more  important,  any  reference  to  the  education 
of  the  children.  What  we  want  to  see  brought  forward  at  an  election  of  the 
town  council  or  county  council  is  the  education  of  the  children,  and  the 
prospects  of  the  future  race  which  is  to  control  this  Empire.  It  is  a  big 
interest,  and  it  is  an  interest  which  is  most  frequently  neglected ;  it  is  an 
interest  to  which  the  whole  will  of  the  country  ought  to  be  insistently  and 
energetically  directed.  When  I  ask  you  to  be  missionaries  of  education,  what 
I  want  you  to  do  as  delegates  of  the  Co-operative  Congress  is  :  when  you 
get  home  amongst  your  people  you  have  to  say  to  them  over  and  over  again 
that  education  is  a  great  interest  at  elections  of  town  councils  and  county 
councils,  and  that  nobody  should  be  returned  to  these  bodies  who  is  not 
prepared  to  be  interested  in  the  education  of  the  democracy  of  the  people. 
Now,  there  are  two  parties  to  education — the  teacher  and  the  taught.  I 
will  ask  you  to  consider  the  position  of  the  teacher.  I  speak  feelingly  on 
this  point,  because  my  whole  life  has  been  spent  in  teaching;  I  am  one  of 
the  profession,  and  I  am  very  proud  to  be.  It  is  a  very  great  profession. 
Now,  as  you  know,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  true  value  of  the  services  which 
men  and  women  tender  to  education  is  never  recognised  by  money  reraunera- 
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tion.  You  may  gay  that,  generally,  the  inverse  rule  holds  good.  The  teaching 
profession  is,  has  been,  and  will  always,  to  some  extent,  be  an  ill-remunerated 
profession.  Teachers  do  not  go  into  the  profession  to  make  money.  They 
go  into  the  profession  with  something  like  the  missionary  motive  :  because 
they  are  fond  of  children  and  would  like  to  teach  children  and  follow  the 
calang  of  the  teacher  for  its  own  sake.  That  is  the  feeling  which,  I  am 
sure,  actuates  the  great  body  of  men  and  women  teachers  all  over  the 
country.  At  the  same  time,  you  cannot  have  a  profession  living  upon 
missionary  motive  alone.  You  must  give  the  profession  its  bread  and  butter. 
You  must  make  it  reasonably  attractive  to  reasonably  prudent  people.  I  am 
clear  about  this  :  If  we  want  to  create  a  great  raising  of  tbe  education  given 
to  the  children  of  the  working  people  of  this  country,  we  must  begin  by 
improving  the  status  and  position  of  the  teaching  profession.  (A  voice  :  "  In 
all  its  branches.")  Yes;  in  all  its  branches — not  least  in  the  Universities: 
The  teachers  in  the  Universities  are  often  dLsgracefuUy  paid.  And,  ladies 
and  gentlemen,  a  modest  beginning  has  been  made  in  this  direction.  I  have 
been  the  humble  instrument  of  procuring  a  small  addition  to  the  scanty 
salaries  of  our  teaching  profession.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  do  more  for  them 
in  future.  But  I  feel  that,  after  all,  this  material  side  is  not  the  only  side 
to  consider.  Teaching  is  a  very  hard  life ;  a  life  in  which  men  and  women 
are  rather  apt,  if  they  do  their  duty,  to  get  worn  out  rather  soon ;  and  I  feel 
that  if  you  are  going  to  get  the  best  out  of  the  great  teaching  profession  of 
this  country,  you  must  take  care  that  your  teachers  have  their  intellects 
freshened  up.  from  time  to  time,  by  courses  of  instruction,  either  at  summer 
classes  or  elsewhere.  You  must  see  that  the  interest  is  kept  alive  in  things 
which  really  matter  to  human  beings.  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  it  is 
generally  realised  bow  many  little  children  in  our  elementary  schools  are 
quite  incapable  of  deriving  any  profit  from  instruction  by  reason  of  the  fact 
either  that  their  constitutions  have  been  ruined  before  the  age  of  five  years 
or  that  they  come  to  school  so  tired  by  industrial  work  that  they  can  do 
very  little  but  sleep  when  they  get  there.  If  you  read  reports  of 
school  medical  service  you  will  see  Sir  Geoi'ge  Newman's  conclusion  that 
there  are  no  fewer  than  one  million  children  in  our  elementary  schools 
that  we  do  not  get  any  good  out  of,  because  of  their  physical  condition. 
Now,  we  have  got  to  change  all  that,  and  I  think  the  Education  Bill,  when  it 
has  been  in  working  a  certain  number  of  years,  will  make  an  enormous  change 
in  the  physical  condition  of  oui-  children.  We  are  proposing  to  establish 
nursery  schools  for  little  children  whose  mothers  care  to  send  them  there; 
and  in  these  schools  not  only  will  they  have  enough  food,  sleep,  and  play, 
but  they  will  have  any  medical  attendance  that  they  might  require,  and  all 
those  little  ailments,  the  accumulation  of  which  tells  with  such  tremendous 
force  upon  the  tiny  body  of  the  child,  will  be  checked  at  the  beginning.  And 
then  that  other  evil,  the  evil  of  excessive  employment  before  school  hours,  is 
going  to  be  dealt  with  in  that  Bill.  We  propose  to  prohibit  it  altogether. 
And  so  we  hope  schoolmasters  and  schoolmistresses  of  the  future  will  have 
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before  them  classes  of  young  children,  fresh,  buoyant,  and  ready  to  get 
all  the  good  to  be  derived  from  intelligence.  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  your 
martyrdom  has  come  to  an  end.  There  is  an  old  Greek  proverb,  "  Nothing 
too  much."  I  have  now  spoken  three-quarters  of  an  hour  upon  a  subject 
which,  I  fear,  though  it  is  very  important  and  serious,  does  not  ever  profess 
to  be  amusing.  I  feel  that,  if  I  am  to  speak  longer,  it  will  be  too  much.  So, 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  let  me  conclude  by  asking  you  to  bear  in  mind  that 
the  Education  Bill  is  not  through  Parliament,  and  while  it  remains  uncertain, 
every  good  citizen,  be  he  male  or  female — I  knew  the  fair  sex  would  appreciate 
the  compliment — can  help  the  passage  of  the  Bill  by  putting  a  little  pressure 
on  his  member  of  Parliament.  I  have  seen  something  of  members  of  Parlia- 
ment. There  is  none  made  of  adamant,  or  iron,  or  stone,  or  marble ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  more  of  very  impressionable  wax  :  and  if  you  stamp  the 
word  "  Education  "  on  them  hardly — as  hard  as  you  can — you  will  find  that 
the  result  will  gratify  your  hopes  and  realise  your  expectations.  Ladies  and 
gentlemen,  I  count  upon  your  support. 

The  Chairman  :  It  is  not  customary  to  pass  formal  votes  of  thanks  at 
these  gatherings.  I  will  ask  Mr.  Fisher  to  accept  this  volume  from  the 
Education  Committee.  It  is  written  by  one  of  our  lady  members,  printed 
and  bound  by  ourselves,  and  prized  by  ourselves.  I  hope  that  Mr.  Fisher 
will  derive  pleasure  from  its  perusal,  and  will  accept  it  as  a  souvenir  of  his 
visit  this  evening. 

Mr.  Rae  then  handed  to  Mr.  Fisher  a  specially  bound  volume  of  Miss 
Catherine  Webb's  "  Industrial   Co-operation." 

The  Chairman  :  I  hope  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  pledge  yourselves  to 
do  just  what  Mr.  Fisher  wants.  Those  who  are  agreed  say  "  Aye."  (A  loud 
volume  of  "Ayes"  filled  the  hall.)  Go  home,  keep  your  pledges,  and  Mr. 
Fisher  will  see  your  gratitude  reflected  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
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Resolutions  of  the  Central  Board. 
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At  its  Meeting  before  Congress,  12th  and  13th  April,  1918. 

1.  Permanent  Secretary  for  Midland  Section. 

That  a  permanent  secretary  for  the  Midland  Section  be  appointed.  The 
United  Board  to  arrange  details  and  make  the  appointment. 

2.  Labour  Adviser. 

That  the  question  as  to  the  date  of  the  Labour  Adviser  commencing  duties 
stand  adjourned  until  the  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  before  Congress. 

3.  Resolutions  for  Congress. 

Resolutions  on  the  following  subjects,  sent  in  by  societies,  were  accepted 
for  inclusion  in  the  Report  to  Congress  : — 

(a)  Permanent  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union. 

(6)  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Committee. 

(c)  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee. 

{d)  Committee  of  Inquiry  re  Income  Tax. 

(e)  Purchasing  Power,  Education,  and  Religious  Teaching. 

(/)  Survey  Committee's  Report. 

4.  Military  Service  Bill. 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-operative  Union  having 
considered  the  provisions  of  the  Military  Service  Bill,  is  of  opinion  that  no 
decision  should  be  taken  by  the  Government  that  will  interfere  with  the 
industries  engaged  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  food,  these  industries 
having  already  suffered  depletion  of  workers  to  the  utmost  limit  they  can  bear 
without  serious  danger  of  imperilling  the  supply  of  the  essential  necessaries 
of  life  to  the  people. 

6.  Excess  Profits. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  for  inclusion  in  the  Report  to 
Congress  : — 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  its  previous  resolution  as  to  the  injustice  of 
the  application  of  the  Excess  Profits  Duty  to  the  ordinary  operations  of  co- 
operative societies.  It  expresses  its  profound  dissatisfaction  with  the  present 
position   of   this   question   and    the   attitude   of    His    Majesty's   Government 
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towards  it,  and  urges  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  the  necessity  of 
continuing  their  efforts  to  obtain  relief  for  the  movement  from  the  unfair 
burden  of  this  duty. 

6.  Food  Control  Committees. 

That  we  demand  larger  representation  on  the  local  Food  Control  Com 
mittees  than  we  have  previously  had,  and  that  we  press  for  adequate 
representation  on  advisory  committees. 

7.  The  Datum  Period. 

That  the  following  words  be  added  to  the  resolution  on  this  subject, 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee: — "And, 
further,  it  demands  that  the  control  or  rationing  of  any  article  of  food  shall 
be  immediately  accompanied  by  the  registration  of  customers  with  retailers 
and  the  registration  of  wholesalers,  in  order  that  the  available  supplies  may 
be  more  equitably  distributed." 


At  its  Meeting  before  Congress,  Saturday,  18th  May,  1918. 

1.  Grants  to  Guilds. 

That  grants  be  made  to  the  Women's  Guild  as  follows  : — (a)  Scottish, 
£175 ;  (6)  Irish,  £50 ;  {c)  English,  that  a  conference  be  arranged  between 
the  United  Board  and  the  Women's  Co-operative  Guild. 

2.  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and  Survey  Committee. 

That  the  following  resolution  be  submitted  to  Congress  if  after  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  directors  of  the  Scottish  Wholesale  Society  present  at  Congress, 
they  cannot  undertake  to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Survey  Committee  : — 

That  this  Congress,  having  regard  to  the  importance  of  the  questions 
which  the  Survey  Committee  is  investigating,  regrets  that  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  to  meet  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Survey  Committee,  or  to  submit  answers  to  their  questions, 
and  expresses  its  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society  should  receive  representatives  of  the  Survey  Committee  or 
submit  replies  to  their  questions  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible,  in  order  that 
the  report  of  the  Survey  Committee  may  be  completed  and  be  presented  to 
the  movement  at  an  early  date. 


At  Special  Meeting  during  Congress,  20th  May,  1918. 

1.  Scottish  Election. 

That,  seeing  it  is  in  accordance  with  legal  opinion,  and  in«ets  with  the 
approval  of  the  Scottish  members,   we  recommend   Congress  to  declare  the 
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eight  members  elected,  and  that  with  regai'd  to  the  two  remaining  positions, 
the  thirty-four  societies  which  have  presumably  wrongly  cast  their  votes,  be 
written  asking  them  to  confirm,  or  otherwise,  the  persons  for  whom  they  voted , 
and  that  this  be  voted  upon  by  Scottish  delegates  only. 


At  its  jNIeettng  during  Congress,  21st  May,  1918. 

1.  Deputation  from  the  Managers'  and  Secretaries'  Associations. 

That  we  strongly  recommend  the  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  to 
arrange  for  representatives  of  the  INIanagers'  and  Secretaries'  Associations 
to  be  present  on  any  deputation  to  Government  Departments  to  consider 
matters  affecting  the  members  of  these  organisations. 

2.  Office  Committee. 

That  the  sectional  boards  be  asked  to  nominate  their  representatives  on 
the  Office  Committee,  the  names  to  be  submitted  to  the  United  Board  at  its 
first  meeting  for  adoption. 

3.  Education  Committee. 

That  the  sectional  boards  and  other  organisations  concerned  be  empowered 
to  appoint  representatives  to  act  on  this  committee. 

4.  Joint  Propaganda  Committee. 

That  the  Midland  and  North-Western  Sectional  Boards  be  requested  to 
appoint  their  usual  number  of  representatives  on  this  committee. 

5.  Advisory  Committee  of  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators. 

That  Messrs.  M.  H.  Clear,  G.  Goodenough,  W.  Millerchip,  W.  H. 
Watkins,  D.  Williams,  and  G.  Wilson  be  our  representatives  on  this  committee. 

6.  Trades  Union  Congress. 

That  the  Board  of  the  section  in  which  the  Congress  is  to  be  held  appoint 
a  representative  to  attend  the  Trades  Union  Congress. 

7.  National  Union  of  Teachers'  Conference. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  delegate  to  attend  the  above  conference  be 
referred  to  the  Board  of  the  section  in  which  the  conference  will  be  held. 

8.  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee.  . 

That  th«  appointment  of  representatives  on  this  committee  be  remitted 
to  the  sectional  boards,  with  power  to  act. 
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e.  standing  Orders. 

That  the  Standing  Orders  for  Central  Board  meetings,  included  in  the 
report  of  the  Survey  Committee,  be  adopted,  and  that  copies  be  printed  for 
circulation  amongst  the  members  of  the  Central  Board. 

10.  Chairman  of  Central  Board. 

That  the  appointment  of  a  chairman  of  the  Central  Board  be  referred  to 
the  United  Board. 

11.  Meeting  of  Central  Board. 

That  the  United  Board  be  requested  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Central 
Board  within  three  months  from  this  date. 
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Resolutions  passed  at  the  Liverpool  Congress, 

20th,  21st,  and  22nd  MAY,  1918. 

H5^ 


1.  Excess  Profits  Duty. 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  iti  previous  I'esolutions  as  to  the  injustice  of 
the  application  of  the  Excess  Profits  Duty  to  the  ordinary  operations  of  co 
operative  societies.  It  expresses  its  profound  dissatisfaction  with  the  present 
position  of  this  question  and  the  attitude  of  the  Government  towards  it,  and 
strongly  supports  the  Parliamentary  Committee  in  the  continuance  of  its  efforts 
to  obtain  relief  for  the  movement  from  the  unfair  burden  of  this  duty. 

2.  The  Datum  Period. 

That  this  Congress  strongly  protests  against  the  continuance  of  the 
"  datum  period  "  in  the  schemes  of  control  of  foodstuffs  adopted  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food ;  it  declares  that  such  a  basis  of  distribution  in  the  present 
crisis  is  contrary  to  the  interests  of  consumers,  and  calls  for  its  immediate 
abolition.  Further,  it  demands  that  the  control  or  rationing  of  any  article  of 
food  shall  be  immediately  followed  by  the  registration  of  customers  with 
retailers  and  the  registration  of  wholesalers,  in  order  that  available  supplies 
may  be  equitably  distributed. 

3.  The  Exclusion  of  Co-operative  Organisations. 

That  this  Congress  enters  its  emphatic  protest  against  the  practice  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  in  scheduling  certain  channels  of  private  trading  enterprise 
as  the  only  means  of  supply  to  the  exclusion  of  co-operative  organisations, 
thus  compelling  our  societies  to  place  their  orders  with  private  profiteers  to 
the  financial  detriment  of  their  own  federations,  and  in  direct  conflict  with 
their  established  principles  as  organisations  of  consumers. 

4.  A  League  of  Nations. 

That  this  Congress  declares  its  firm  adherence  to  the  principle  of  "A 
League  of  Nations"  as  a  guarantee  of  the  world's  peace,  and  hereby  adds  to 
its  programme  of  political  policy  the  promotion  .of  such  an  alliance  of  all  the 
peoples. 

—^. : ■ 
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5.  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee. 

A  National  Committee  and  Its  Objects. 

That  there  be  constituted  a  National  Co-operative  Representation  Com- 
mittee, whose  objects  shall  be  to  secure  direct  co-operative  representation  !n 
Parliament  and  on  local  and  other  administrative  bodies  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  decision  of  the  Swansea  Congress,  and  such  amendments  of  this 
decision  as  may  be  made  at  subsequent  Congresses ;  and  to  undertake,  in 
furtherance  of  these  objects,  such  propaganda  or  other  work,  either  alone 
or  in  co-operation  with  other  committees  or  organisations,  as  may  be  deemed 
desirable. 

Constitution. 

The  National  Jo-operative  Representation  Committee  shall  be  a  committee 
of  the  Co-operative  Union,  responsible  to  the  Central  Board  of  the  Union,  and 
through  it  to  Congress. 

The  committee  shall  consist  of — 

Nine  members  of  the  Central  Board,  appointed  by  the  Central  Board  on 
a  sectional  basis  (two  members  from  the  North- Western  Section  and  one 
member  from  each  other  section). 

Nine  members  representing  and  elected  by  societies  contributing  to  the 
Co-operative  Political  Fund.  These  members  shall  be  elected  on  a  sectional 
basis  (two  members  from  the  North-Westem  Section  and  one  member  from 
each  other  section),  and  be  elected  by  the  contributing  societies  in  the  section 
they  represent. 

(A  person  who  is  elected  a  member  of  the  Central  Board  of  the  Co-opera- 
tive Union  shall  not  be  eligible  to  be  elected  as  a  representative  of 
the  societies  contributing  to  this  scheme.) 

One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Central  Education  Com 
mittee  or  such  other  committee  as  may  be  the  committee  of  the  Central  Boai'd 
entrusted  with  the  educational  work  of  the  Union. 

Two  members  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society. 

One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society. 

One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Co-operative  Productive 
Federation. 

Two  members  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Joint  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Co-operative  Congress. 

One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Women's  Co-operative 
Guild  (England  and  Wales). 

One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  Scottish  Co-operative 
Women's  Guild. 

One  member  representing  and  appointed  by  the  National  Co-operative 
Men's  Guild. 
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The  committee  shall  be  elected  annually,  immediately  after  Congress. 
The  Central  Board  shall  appoint  its  representatives  at  its  first  meeting 
following  the  declaration  of  the  constitution  of  the  Central  Board ;  and  the 
other  organisations  shall  appoint  their  representatives  by  the  same  date ;  and 
the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  shall  be  held  within  one  month  following 
the  opening  day  of  Congress  and  not  less  often  than  quarterly  thereafter. 

It  shall  be  competent  for  the  committee  to  appoint  an  executive  com- 
mittee ;  and  if,  and  when,  a  permanent  executive  committee  is  appointed  for 
the  Co-operative  Union  the  constitution  of  the  National  Representation 
Committee  shall  be  so  amended  that  the  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union 
shall  be  the  executive  committee  of  the  National  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee. 

Functions. 

The  functions  of  the  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee, 
subject  to  the  instructions  and  veto  of  the  Central  Board  and  Congress, 
shall  be — 

(1)  To  prepare  and  issue  a  statement  of  policy  and  a  national  pro 
gramme  on  matters  political  in  harmony  with  the  decisions  of  the  annual 
Co-operative  Congress,  to  prepare  for  the  approval  of  Congress  such 
amendments  of  the  statement  of  policy  and  programme  as  may  be  deemed 
desirable;  and  to  work  in  co-operation  with  the  local  councils,  here- 
inafter provided  for,  in  carrying  out  the  policy  and  programme  as 
approved  by  Congress. 

(2)  To  advise  and  help  co-operative  societies  and  co-operative  political 
councils  in  their  political  work. 

(3)  To  initiate  and  undertake,  or  co-operate  with  other  committees 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  in  initiating  or  undertaking,  schemes  of 
propaganda  and  education  for  the  furtherance  of  the  objects  for  the 
attainment  of  which  the  committee  is  established. 

(4)  To  administer  the  Co-operative  Political  Fund  on  lines  herein- 
after provided  under  the  heading  "Finance." 

(5)  To  prepare  a  list  of  suitable  candidates  for  Parliamentary  elections 
and  to  receive  nominations  from  local  councils  for  addition  to  the  list. 

(6)  To  approve  or  disapprove  the  Parliamentary  candidatures  pro- 
posed by  the  local  councils,  and  to  make  such  grants  in  support  of  the 
approved  candidatures  as  may  be  deemed  desirable. 

(7)  To  prepare,  for  issue  through  the  Publications  Department  of  the 
Co-operative  Union,  such  literature  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the 
success  of  the  work  of  the  committee. 

(8)  To  secure  the  adhesion  of  such  societies  as  have  not  yet  given 
their  support  to  the  scheme  for  securing  direct  co-operative  representation. 

(9)  To  receive  reports  from  local  councils  of  the  work  done  by  the 
councils,  and  take  such  action  theron  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

(10)  To  submit,  with  its  minutes,  a  report  of  its  work  to  each 
quarterly  meeting  of  the  Central  Board. 
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(11)  To  submit  each  year  to  the  Central  Board  for  inclusion  in  tho 
report  of  the  Central  Board  to  Congress  a  report  of  the  work  done  by 
the  committee  during  the  Congress  year. 

(12)  To  undertake  such  other  work  as  may  be  remitted  to  it  by  the 
Central  Board  or  Congress. 

Finance. 

There  shall  be  created  a  special  Co-operative  Representation  Fund,  jn 
the  following  basis  : — 

(1)  Retail  societies  participating  in  the  scheme  for  securing  political 
representation  shall  contribute  at  the  rate  of  ^d.  per  member  per  year. 

(2)  Wholesale  societies,  productive  societies,  and  other  special  societies 
shall  annually  contribute  such  amounts  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  them 
and  the  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee. 

(3)  The  Co-operative  Union,  in  addition  to  meeting  the  expenses 
outlined  below,  shall  contribute  such  amounts  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  Central  Board. 

(4)  Special  donations  to  the  fund  may  be  received  from  individuals 
and  others  in  sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  committee. 

(From  items  1  and  2  an  annual  income  of  £8,000  to  £10,000  may  be 
expected.) 
The  Central  Board  shall  be  responsible  to  Congress  for  the  proper  use  of 
this  fund.     The  expenditure  of  the  income  shall  be  on  the  following  lines  : — 
(1)  Payment   of   expenses   incurred   in   connection   with   propaganda 
work  organised  and  undertaken  by  the  Central  Committee. 
^2)  Payment  of  central  expenses  for  literature. 

(3)  Grants  to  local  political  councils  towards  the  expenses  of  Parlia- 
mentary candidatures  endorsed  by  the  National  Representation  Committee. 

(4)  Payment  of  expenses  of  members  of  the  National  Representation 
Committee. 

(5)  Payment  of  such  other  expenses  as  are  incurred  with  the  approval 
of  the  committee. 

The  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  each  Congress  year,  shall  submit  to  the  Central  Board  for  approval  :in 
estimate,  grouped  under  suitable  headings,  of  its  prospective  expenditure  for 
the  current  year,  and  these  estimates  shall  include  any  grants  it  proposes 
to  make  and  the  amounts  it  proposes  to  earmark  for  assisting  Parliamentary 
candidatures  at  bye-elections  and  general  elections. 

A  Department  of  the  Union. 

The  Co-operative  Union  shall  organise  a  special  department,  which  shall 
work  under  the  National  Co-operative  Representation  Committee  of  the 
Central  Board.  There  shall  be  a  person  appointed  on  the  Union  staff  to  act 
as  secretary  and  head  of  this  department,  and  the  clerical  staff  and  organisers 
necessary  to  secure  the  success  of  the  department  shall  also  be  appointed. 
The  appointments  shall  be  made  by  the  Executive  of  the  Co-operative  Union, 
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in  consultation  with  the  National  Co-opei'ative  Representation  Committee. 
The  expenses  of  the  department,  covering  rent,  salaries,  administrative 
expenses  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  literature  not  properly  chargeable 
to  the  funds  of  the  National  Representation  Committee,  or  other  committees 
or  bodies,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Co-operative  Union.  These  expenses,  which 
are  for  the  present  estimated  at  £3,000  per  annum,  shall  be  borne  by  the 
Co-operative  Union,  and  shall  be  considered  the  contribution  of  the  Co- 
operative Union  to  the  Co-operative  Representation  Fund ;  but  the  Central 
Board  may  contribute  such  other  additional  sums  as  it  may  deem  necessary 
or  desirable. 

Local  Councils. 

As  soon  as  it  is  constituted,  the  National  Co-operative  Representation 
Committee  shall  consider  the  constitution  and  work  of  local  councils,  and 
draft  such  rules  and  regulations  or  amendments  to  the  present  scheme  of 
organisation  for  local  councils  as  seem  to  it  desirable. 

6.  Honorary  Members. 

That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  as  honorary  members  of  the 
Central  Board  for  the  ensuing  Congress  year  : — 

Irish  :    Mr.  R.  Fleming. 

Midland  :  Messrs.  E.  L.  Griffiths,  D.  Mclnnes,  S.  Redfern,  W.  W. 
Smith,  and  G.  Woodhouse. 

Northern  :    Messrs.  H.  R.  Bailey,  W.  Crooks,  and  J.  Murdoch. 

North-Western  :    Messrs.   C.  J.  Beckett  and  H.  Stuttard. 

Scottish  :    Messrs.  D.  H.  Gerrard,  J.  Lochhead,  and  A.  Meldrum. 

Southern  :  Messrs.  A.  H.  D.  Acland,  A.  W.  Golightly,  E.  0.  Greening, 
and  H.  J.  May. 

South-Western  :   Messrs.  A.  Bullock  and  H.  Westbury. 

Western  :    Mr.  E.  R.  Wood. 

7.  Co-operative  Parliamentary  Committee. 

That  the  Parliamentary  interests  of  the  co-operative  movement,  ;ia 
regards  administration  and  legislation,  should  be  delegated  to  a  committee 
responsible  to  the  Co-operative  Union,  and  that  the  two  Wholesale  Societies 
and  any  other  co-operative  organisation,  of  which  the  Congress  shall  approve, 
and  which  is  concerned  with  the  work  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  shall 
appoint  special  representatives  on  the  committee,  and  that  the  Central  Board 
present  a  report  within  six  months  for  circulation  to  the  sections  and  district 
associations  in  sufficient  time  for  consideration  previous  to  next  year's 
Congress,  as  to  the  number  and  method  of  election  of  the  committee,  and  the 
organisations  which  should  be  represented  thereon. 

8.  Report  of  Survey  Committee. 

Seeing  that  no  adequate  consideration  has  been  given  by  the  movement 
to  the  proposals  of  the  Survey  Committee,  Congress  directs  that  the  report 
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be  referred  back  for  discussion  by  societies,  and  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure 
the  immediate  issue  of  the  report,  in  convenient  form,  for  full  discussion  by 
the  movement  before  next  Congress. 

9.  Inquiry  re  Income  Tax. 

That,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  co-operators  are,  through 
the  heavy  taxes  paid  by  co-operative  societies  under  Schedules  A  and  B, 
bearing  taxation  for  which  they  are  not  liable,  and  in  view  of  the  agitation 
to  secure  the  imposition  of  special  taxation  upon  co-operative  trade  and 
trading  surpluses,  and  the  proposal  of  the  Government  to  undertake  an  inquiry 
after  the  war  in  regard  to  Income  Tax,  this  Congress  instructs  the  Central 
Board  to  establish  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  into  the  question  of  taxation  and 
assessment  of  co-operative-  societies,  this  committee  to  consist  of  members 
of  their  own  Board,  officials,  and  other  persona  and  organisations,  who  may 
be  considered  likely  to  promote  the  success  of  the  inquiry,  and  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry  thus  eetablished  be  empowered  to  consult  experts  and 
undertake  any  action  that  may  be  considered  germane  to  the  inquiry. 

10.  Agricultural  Organisation. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  agriculturists  are  organising  themselves  and 
forming  co-operative  societies,  and  that  such  societies  would  cause  overlapping 
and  unnecessary  officialism,  this  Congress  calls  upon  the  Co-operative  Union 
to  take  prompt  action  to  bring  about  the  utilisation  of  the  present  machinery 
for  dealing  with  their  produce. 

11.  National  Care  of  Maternity. 

That  this  Congress,  believing  the  national  care  of  maternity  to  be 
amongst  the  measures  of  reconstruction  most  essential  to  the  wellbeing  of  the 
nation,  hereby  adds  this  subject  to  its  programme  of  policy. 

12.  Lanchester  Food  Control. 

That  this  Congress,  representing  the  co-operative  movement,  draws  the 
attention  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  the  action  of  the  Lanchester  (Durham) 
Food  Control  Committee  in  proceeding  by  summons  against  the  West  Stanley 
Co-operative  Society,  and  affirms  that  the  decision  arrived  at  by  the  bench 
of  magistrates  at  Lanchester  on  2nd  May,  1918,  constitutes  an  injustice  to 
that  society  in  particular,  and  the  movement  in  general,  and  demands  that  the 
decision  be  quashed.  It  further  orders  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of  this  case, 
and  other  cases  of  unjust  treatment,  be  sent  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Ministry  of  Food,  and  requests  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  deal  with 
the  matter  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 
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13.  Transfer  of  Society. 

That  the  Lhmidloes  Co-operative  Society  be  transferred  from  the  Western 
to  the  Midland  Section. 

14.  Amendment  of  Rules  of  the  Union. 

That  the  amendment  of  Rule  41,  as  outlined  on  page  324,  be  adopted. 

15.  Auditor. 

That  Mr.  T.  Wood  (Manchefiter)  be  appointed  auditor  of  the  accounts  ol 
the  Union  for  the  ensuing  year. 

16.  Place  of  Next  Meeting. 

That  the  Congress  of  1919  be  held  at  Carlisle  in  Whit-week. 


ERRATA.. 


Owing  to  revised  figures  of  Sliare  Capital  for  the  Nortii- Western 
Section  having  been  supplied,  the  following  corrections  are  needed  in 
the  review  of  the  Annual  Statistics  which  follows. 

Page  677— Increase  of  Share  Capital  should  be  "  over  £1,800,000  "  not 
"  over  £2,000,000." 

Page  678— Total  Share  Capital,  North- 
Western  Section  for  1917,  should  be. .     £20,474,305  not  £21,284,305 

Page  678— Average  Share  Capital  per 
Member,  North- Western  Section  for 
1917,  should  be   £14-38       .,         £14-95 

Page  678— Total  Share  Capital,  United 
Kingdom  for  1917,  should  be   £48,574,049    „     £49,384,049 

Page  678 — Average  Share  Capital  per 
Member,  United  Kingdom  for  1917, 
should  be £1282        „         £13-01 

Page  679 — Per  Cent  of  Reserve  Funds  to  Share  Capital, 
North- Western  Section  for  1917,  should  be 5  81  not  5*58 

Page  679 — Per  Cent  of  Reserve  Funds  to  Share  and 
Loan  Capital,  North- Western  Section  for  1917, 
should  be 5-31    „    5-12 

Page  679 — Per  Cent  of  Reserve  Funds  to  Share  Capital, 

United  Kingdom  for  1917,  should  be    7-40    „    7-28 

Page  679 — Per  Cent  of  Reserve  Funds  to  Share  and 

Loan  Capital,  United  Kingdom  for  1917,  should  be     6-54    „    6-45 

Page  681— "This  profit,  after  paying  share  interest,  represented  28-14 
per  cent  of  share  capital "  should  be  2861  per  cent  of  share  capital. 

Page  681 — Profits  per  cent  of  Share  Capital  for  North- 
western Section  for  1917  should  be 25-35  not  24-38 

Page  681— Profits  per  cent  of  Share  Capital  for  United 

Kingdom  for  1917  should  be 28-61    „    28-14 

Page  680 -Share  Capital  of  Retail  Dis- 
tributive Societies  in  North- Western 
Section  in  1917  should  be £20,474,305  not  £21,284,305 

And  the  increase  should  be £214,516      „     £1,024,516 

Page  697  Share  Capital  of  Retail  Dis- 
tributive Societies  in  1917  should  be  . .      £48,574,049    „   £49,384,049 

And  the  increase  should  be £1,420,846    „     £2,230,846 
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REVIEW    OF    THE 


Annual  Co-operative  Statistics 

FOR    THE    YEAR    1917. 


INTRODUCTORY. 

In  order  that  the  statistics  given  in  the  following  pages  may  be  correctly 
understood  a  few  words  by  way  of  explanation  of  their  value  and  qualifications 
may  be  useful.  Following  the  practice  set  last  year,  separate  figures  for  the 
various  types  of  societies  in  each  section  are  given  in  each  sectional  summary 
in  the  body  of  the  statistics,  whilst  comparisons  with  the  figures  for  last  year 
are  given  for  each  section  in  this  introduction. 

Membership. — In  reading  the  statistics  it  is  well  to  notice  the  various 
types  of  society  in  the  movement,  and  in  estimating  the  progress  of  the 
movement  to  follow  each  type  separately  rather  than  the  whole  collectively. 
Thus  the  membership  of  the  retail  distributive  societies  forms  the  best  basis 
in  estimating  the  growth  of  membership.  The  total  membership  of  the  move- 
ment includes  the  members  of  the  productive  societies  and  of  the  wholesale 
societies;  and  the  membership  of  these  societies  includes  other  societies  and 
individual  members  who  are  already  counted  in  the  membership  of  retail 
distributive  societies.  Comparisons  between  different  societies  and  districts 
should  be  made  cautiously,  as  some  societies  allow  only  one  in  a  household  t« 
be  a  member  of  the  society,  whilst  other  societies  allow  open  membership. 
This  factor  also  affects  the  average  capital  per  member  and  average  sales  per 
member. 

Capital. — The  capital  figures  of  the  movement  require  careful  discrimina- 
tion. The  capital  of  the  wholesale  societies  is  principally  provided  by  the 
retail  distributive  societies ;  and  much  of  that  of  the  productive  societies 
is  similarly  provided,  so  that  when  the  capital  of  all  types  of  societies  is 
added  together,  as  in  the  grand  summary  and  sectional  summaries,  some  of 
the  capital  is  counted  more  than  once.'  The  loan  capital  credited  to  retail 
distributive  societies  includes  loans  deposited  by  members,  penny-bank 
deposits  (over  £2,600,000),  bank  overdrafts,  and  sundi-y  items,  such  as  sales- 
club  deposits,  and  employees'  surety  deposits.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the 
society  all  these  ai'e  capital  employed  in  working  the  business ;  but  only  a 
part  of  it — probably  about  £2,000,000 — represents  members'  claims  for  loan 
capital.  An  analysis  of  the  figures  of  aggregate  loan  capital  at  the  end  of 
1916  is  given  in  an  appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Sui-vey  Committee  included 
in  the  earlier  part  of  this  Congress  Report. 


Return  of  Trade,  &c.  675 


Trade. — The  total  trade  of  the  movement  includes  both  wholesale  and 
retail  trade.  The  best  test  of  our  command  over  the  consumers'  demand  is, 
therefore,  the  sales  of  the  retail  distributiv*  societies ;  whilst  the  sales  of  the 
wholesale  societies  and  productive  societies  give  us  the  data  showing  how  far 
societies  are  supplying  themselves  from  these  co-operative  sources.  It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  in  this  connection  that  the  sales  of  the  wholesale 
societies  and  productive  societies  are  given  at  wliolesale  prices,  and  those  of 
the  I'etail  societies  are  given  at  retail  prices.  Also,  it  should  be  noted  that  a 
small  proportion  of  the  sales  of  the  wholesale  and  productive  societies  consists 
of  sales  to  purchasers  other  than  retail  societies,  whilst  the  sales  of  the  pro- 
ductive societies  to  the  wholesale  societies  are  counted  twice  over,  once  when 
the  productive  societies  sell  goods  to  the  wholesale  societies,  and  again  when 
the  wholesales  re-sell  these  goods. 

Production. — The  figures  given  in  the  summaries  show  the  value  of  some 
of  the  productions  emanating  from  co-operative  factories ;  but  the  productions 
of  retail  societies  are  not  shcJwn.  The  retail  societies  produce  nearly  as 
much  as  all  other  productive  agencies  put  together  (vide  the  Report  of  the 
Survey  Committee  as  presented  to  the  Lancaster  Congress).  In  estimating 
the  value  of  productions,  further  caution  must  be  exercised.  The  output  from 
the  tea  estates  and  cocoa  factory  jointly  owned  by  tlie  two  wholesales  is  not 
included  in  the  value  of  the  wholesales'  productions  though  included  in  their 
distributive  trade.  The  flour  milled  by  the  wholesale  societies  counts  twice 
over  when  used  by  the  bakeries  of  any  productive  or  distributive  society. 
Transfers  from  one  wholesale  factory  to  another  factory  also  count  twice  in 
the  returns. 

The  number  of  workers  engaged  in  production  is  one  of  the  best  tests  of 
the  development  of  production ;  but  this  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  either, 
for  statistics  show  that  the  output  per  worker  has  been  increasing  during 
recent  years ;   whilst  values  are  not  satisfactory  owing  to  changes  in  prices. 

Profits  or  Surplus. — These  are  the  figures  of  profit  or  surplus  before  the 
share  interest  has  been  deducted.  Interest  on  loan  capital  has  been  deducted, 
so  that  profits  would  appear  greater  if  societies  had  less  loan  capital  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  share  capital. 

Owing  for  Goods. — The  figures  given  under  this  heading  include  not  only 
the  ordinary  members'  debts,  but  amounts  owing  to  productive  departments 
on  contracts  and  amount*  owing  for  goods  supplied  on  the  hire-purchase 
system.  It  is  probably  the  case  that  members'  debts  are  reduced  at  the  end 
of  each  trading  period  by  societies  requiring  members  to  clear  their  accounts 
before  the  books  are  closed  ;  and  the  amount  is  probably  higher  at  other 
times  during  the  quarter  or  half  year. 

THE  FIGURES  FOR  1917. 

The  statistics  issued  in  the  following  pages  show  that  the  movement 
during  the  year  1917  again  made  considerable  progress.     This  progress  is  most 
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emphasised  in  the  matter  of  membership,  which  again  shows  a  record  increase 
for  the  year.  Capital  and  trade  both  show  considerable  increases.  For  the 
increase  in  the  amount  of  capital — an  increase  which  is  less  than  the  increade 
last  year — a  partial  explanation  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  societies 
liave  during  the  past  year,  or  the  preceding  year,  amended  their  niles  by 
removing  restrictions  of  various  kinds  which  either  restricted  or  prevented 
members  from  accumulating  the  full  amount  of  capital  permitted  by  the 
Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  Acta.  Against  this  factor,  must  be  con 
sidered  the  reduction  of  dividends,  which  has  been  fairly  general  throughout 
the  movement,  and  which  has  doubtless  had  some  influence  upon  the  accumula- 
tion of  capital,  though  the  reduction  in  the  rate  per  £  has  been  to  some  extent 
made  up  by  the  increased  sales  per  member  due  to  higher  prices.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  the  average  capital  per  member  shows  a  slight  decline— the  fir.^t 
decrease  for  many  years.  It  is  probably  due  to  falling  dividends  and  the 
counter  attraction  of  other  forms  of  investment.  Retail  trade  shows  a  record 
increase  of  over  £20,000,000,  partly  due  to  iticreases  in  retail  prices.  Stocks 
again  show  an  increase  in  value  due  to  higher  pricee.  The  reserve  funds  for 
the  movement  as  a  whole  show  an  increase  of  about  16  per  cent  on  the  amount 
of  these  funds  for  last  year.  Net  profits  for  all  the  movement  as  a  whole  show 
a  decrease  of  about  £1,000,000 ;  and  wholesale  and  retail  trade  together 
show  an  increase  of  about  £28,000,000. 

The  total  number  of  workers  in  the  movement  at  the  end  of  1917  is  given 
as  162,503,  as  compared  with  158,715  at  the  end  of  1916,  an  increase  of  3,788. 
The  number  engaged  in  production  and  distribution  respectively,  and  the 
comparison  with  previous  years,  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Total 
Workers. 

Engaged  in 

Wages. 

Year. 

Production. 

Distribution. 

Productive. 

Number. 

Per  cent 
of  total. 

Number. 

Per  cent 
of  total. 

DistribatiTe. 

1914 

1915 

1916.... 
1917 

148,264 
155,879 
158,715 
102,603 

63,275 
66,486 
62,401 
61,404 

42-68 
42-79 
89-32 
3779 

84,989 
88,808 
96,814 
101,099 

57-32 
67-21 
60-68 
62-21 

£ 
3,984,783 

4,269,017 

4,546,874 

4,876,614 

£ 
6,228,681 

6,659,909 

6,291,201 

7,210,239 

The  percentage  of  total  employees  to  membership  of  retail  distributive 
societies — which  gives  an  indication  of  the  extent  to  which  we  are  employing 
our  own  members — was  4-85  per  cent  at  the  end  of  1914 ;  4-76  per  cent  at  the 
end  of  1915 ;  4-51  per  cent  at  the  end  of  1916 ;   and  4-29  at  the  end  of  1917. 

We  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  the  reduction  of  staffs  as  a  result  of  the 
war,  returns  of  sevei'al  societies  have  not  been  received.       Where  they  are 
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available  the  figures  for  last  year  have  been  given  as  providing  the  beat 
information  available.  We  propose,  now,  to  review  the  activities  of  the 
various  types  of  societies.  In  the  body  of  the  statistics  (pp.  704  to  807)  we 
are  able  for  the  first  time  to  give  comparative  figures  for  tlie  various  districts, 
and  on  pages  688  to  697  we  are  able  to  give  comparisons  for  the  various 
sections. 

RETAIL    DISTRIBUTIVE   SOCIETIES.* 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Last  year  w©  were  able  to  record  that  the  increase  in  membership  for  1916 
created  a  record,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  figures  for  1917  create 
another  record.  The  increase  for  1917  was  268,263,  as  against  255,416  for  the 
year  1916,  and  210,514  for  1915.  The  total  membership  at  the  end  of  1917 
was  3,788,490.  The  North- Western  Section  shows  the  largest  increase,  with 
72,757  additional  members. 

MEMBERSHIP  Off  RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE   S0CI1TIK8. 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

Increase 

SECTION. 

Number. 

Number, 

Number. 

year  1917. 

Irish 

24,126 
435,144 
374,535 
1,269,257 
478,420 
440,511 
125,347 
117,471 

26,329 
472,185 
403,354 
1,351,308 
514,327 
482,085 
136,498 
134,141 

30,252 
602,054 
435,576 
1,424,065 
557,258 
531,847 
154,537 
152,901 

8,923 

Midland 

29,869 

Northern 

32,222 

North-Western 

Scottish 

72.757 
42,931 

Southern 

49,762 

South- Western 

18,039 
18,760 

United  Kingdom 

3,264,811 

3,520,227 

3,788,490 

368,263 

SHARE   CAPITAL. 

The  share  capital  of  the  retail  distributive  societies  shows  an  increase  of 
over  £2,000,000  for  1917,  as  compared  with  a  record  increase  of  £4,000,000  in 
1916.  It  should  be  noted  that  whilst  the  total  amount  of  share  capital  has 
increased  in  all  sections,  there  has  been  a  tendency  for  the  average  amount 
per  membei"  to  fall. 

*  In  oonnection  with  the  statigtics  for  the  retail  distributive  societiai  in  the  Western, 
North-Western,  and  Midland  Sections,  it  is  desired  to  point  out  that  several  societies,  formerly 
included  in  the  Western  and  North-Western  Sections,  are  now  included  in  the  new  Shropshire 
and  Mid- Wales  District,  and  this  district  is  included  in  the  Midland  Section.  In  the  tabular 
Statement  of  statistics  of  the  Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales  district,  given  in  the  body  of  the 
Statistics  for  1916  (see  page  666  of  the  1917  Congress  Beport),  the  districts  from  which  the 
members  of  the  new  distriots  have  been  transferred  are  given. 
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SHARE   CAPITAL   OF   RETAH.   DISTRIBUTIVE   SOCIETIBS. 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

SECTION. 

Total. 

Average 
per 
Mem- 
ber. 

Total. 

Average 

Mem- 
ber. 

Total 

Average 

per 
Mem- 
ber. 

Irish   

£ 
188,437 
5,155,007 
6,798,633 
18,847,961 
6,608,367 
4,041,952 
1,206,307 
1,295,306 

£ 

7-81 

11-85 

15-48 

14-85 

13-81 

918 

9-62 

11-03 

£ 
216,406 
5,864,702 
6,357,489 
20,259,789 
7,134,290 
4,553,273 
1,276,965 
1,490,299 

£ 

8-22 

12-42 

15-76 

14-99 

13-87 

9-44 

9-36 

11-11 

£ 
224,718 
6,303,101 
6,505,839 
21,284,305 
7,202,502 
4,903,528 
1,325,073 
1,634,983 

£ 

7-43 

12-65 

Midland 

Northern 

14-94 

North-Weatem   . . . 
Scottish 

14-95 
12*92 

Southern    

South-Westem .... 
Western 

9  22 

8-57 

10'69 

United  Kingdom    . 

43,141,970 

13-21 

47,163,203 

13-39 

49,384,049 

1304 

LOAN   CAPITAL. 

Loan  capital  also  shows  an  increase,  but  comparisons  in  regard  to  loan 
capital  are  somewhat  misleading,  as  the  figures  given  as  loan  capital  in  the 
returne  of  retail  distributive  societies  include  bank  overdrafts,  penny-bank 
deposits,  and  sundiy  items  not  strictly  members'  loan  capital.  The  penny 
bank  deposits,  which,  at  the  end  of  1915,  amounted  to  £2,168,063,  were  at 
the  end  of  1916  £2,547,191,  and  £2,644,282  at  the  end  of  1917.  The  detailed 
figui-es  showing  the  detailed  composition  of  the  loan  capital  at  the  end  of  1916 
are  given  in  an  appendix  to  the  Survey  Committee's  Report  included  in  earlier 
part  of  this  Congress  Report. 

LOAN  CAPITAL  OF  RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETIES. 


j                   1915. 

1916.                                 1917. 

SECTION. 

Total. 

Average 

per 
Member. 

Total. 

Average    ' 

per        !       Total. 
Member. 

Average 

per 
Member. 

1            *       ■ 
Irish '       29,593 

Midland !     712,805 

Northern !     581,575 

North- Western'  1,731,815 

Scottish 1,696,420 

Southern \     595,618 

South- Western.!      129,027 

Western 229,773 

£ 
1'23 
1-64 
1-55 
1-86 
3-55 
1-35 
1-03 
1-96 

£ 

39,686 

767,015 

665,932 

1,793,762 

1,836,277 

627,357 

179,078 

260,042 

£                    £ 
1-51               57,940 
1-62            813,336 
1-65            693,618 
1-33         1,919,043 
3-57         1,767,131 
1-30            654,176 
1-31            201,559 
1-94            253,641 

£ 
1-92 
1-62 
1-59 
1-35 
317 
1-23 
1-30 
1-66 

United  Kingdm'  5,706,626 

i 

1-75 

6,169,149 

1-75         6,362,444 

1-68 
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HESERVE  FUNDS. 

The  reserve  and  insurance  funds  show  an  increase  of  over  £200,000  for 
the  year,  but  owing  to  the  more  rapid  increase  of  membership  the  average  per 
member  shows  a  decline  when  compared  with  the  figures  of  twelve  months 
ago,  whilst  the  ratios  to  share  capital  and  to  total  capital  show  an  increase, 
partly  due  to  the  slower  increase  of  share  capital  during  the  past  year. 


RESERVE  FUNDS   OF   RETAIL   DISTRIBUTIVE   SOCIETIES. 


1916. 

1917. 

SECTION. 

Total. 

Pot 
^§" 

% 
7-65 
5  29 
4-40 
5-25 

10  08 
6-35 

11-81 
8-45 

Total. 

U 

<o 

t-i  ^ 

£ 

•82 

•70 

•76 

•83 

1-81 

•66 

M6 

1-08 

o  §.■§ 

5  33 

Irish    

£ 
19,601 
351,105 
308,949 
1,156,745 
903,805 
329,166 
171,928 
147,895 

£ 

•74 

•74 

•77 

•86 

1-76 

•68 

1-26 

110 

0/ 

/o 
9-06 
5-99 
4-86 
5-71 

12-67 
7-23 

18-46 
9-92 

£ 

24,954 

352,915 

332,460 

1,188,579 

1,009,909 

350,927 

178,145 

157,088 

% 

1111 

5^60 

5^11 

5-58 

14  02 

7-16 

13-44 

9-61 

% 

8-83 

Midland 

Northern 

North- Western  . . 

Scottish 

Southern 

South- Western  . . 
Western 

4-96 
4-62 
5-12 

11-26 
6-81 

11-67 
8-32 

United  Kingdom. 

3,389,194 

•96 

7^19 

6-36 

3,594,977 

•95 

7-28 

6-45 

TRADE. 


The  figures  of  retail  distributive  trade  again  show  a  remarkable  increase. 
Whilst  the  trade  for  1915  revealed  a  record  increase  of  £15,000,000  over  the 
figures  for  1914,  and  the  figures  for  1916  revealed  a  greater  increase  of 
£19,000,000  over  the  figures  for  1915,  the  figures  for  1917  show  an  even  greater 
increase  over  1916,  amounting  to  over  £20,000,000.  A  large  part  of  this 
increase  is  undoubtedly  due  to  increased  membership  and  the  high  prices  now 
prevailing.  The  difficulties  of  securing  supplies  have  prevented  societies 
from  selling  as  large  a  quantity  of  goods  as  would  otherwise  have  been  possible. 
The  figures  of  sales  are  given  in  the  following  tables,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  sales  per  member  are  still  highest  in  th©  Scottish  Section  : — 
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SALES   OF   RETAIL  DT8TBIBUTIVE  SOCIETIES. 


1915. 

1916.                                1917. 

SECTION. 

Total, 

Per 
Mem- 
ber. 

Total. 

Per 

Mem-           Total, 
ber. 

Per 
Mem- 
ber, 

Irish   

£ 

711,306 

11,900,464 

13,969,702 

38,416,205 

19,955,472 

10,287,269 

2,816,726 

4,500,645 

£ 
29-48 
27-35 
37-30 
30-27 
41-71 
23-35 
22-47 
38-31 

£ 

877,816 

13,975,722 

17,017,284 

44,799,153 

24,065,214 

12,425,005 

2,883,333 

5,645,023 

£                   £ 
33-34       1  1  "^t^  QQ8 

£ 
38-71 

Midland 

Northern 

North-Westem . . 

Scottish 

Southern    

South -Western .  . 
Western 

29-60 
4219 
33-15 
46-79 
25-77 
2112 
42-08 

16,768,829 
19,752,053 
50,720,948 
28,702,591 
14,102,269 
3,835,863 
6,950,061 

33-40 
45-35 
35-62 
51-51 
26-52 
24-82 
45-45 

United  Kingdom 

102,557,779 

31-41 

121,688,550 

34-57   142,003,612 

37-48 

OWING  FOE  GOODS. 


The  amount  owing  for  goods  shows  a  slight  increase  during  1917.  ^  It  is 
no  doubt  partly  accounted  for  by  the  higher  prices  now  prevailing,  but  that 
it  should  increase  at  all,  even  under  these  circumstances,  must  be  regretted. 


OWING  FOR  GOODS. 


1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

SECTION. 

Amount. 

Average 

per 
Member. 

Amount. 

Average 

per 
Member. 

Amoimt. 

Average 

per 
Member. 

Irish 

£ 

24,074 

71,517 

238,364 

302,120 

436,633 

102,115 

20,296 

84,818 

£ 
1-00 
-16 
•64 
■24 
-91 
-23 
•16 
•72 

£ 

29,448 

86,700 

280,016 

352,615 

502,993 

110,045 

25,880 

97,514 

£ 
1-12 

-18 
•69 
•26 
-98 
-23 
•19 
•73 

£ 

40,989 

77.496 

296,343 

354,032 

531,116 

86,448 

25,009 

96,380 

£ 
1-35 

Midland 

Northern 

North -Western 

Scottish 

Southern  

South  -Western 
Western 

•15 
•68 
•25 
•95 
•16 
•16 
-63 

United  Kingdm 

1,279,937 

•39 

1,485,211 

•42 

1,507,813 

-40 

The  number  of  workers  employed  by  retail  distributive  societies  at  the 
end  of  1917  was  118,716,  as  against  115,651  last  year,  an  increase  of  3,065. 
The  following  table  shows  their  classification,  their  average  wage,  and  wages 
cost  of  distribution  per  £  of  retail  sales.  These  figures  are  doubtless  affected 
by  retention  on  the  wage  books  of  some  employees  who  are  serving  with  the 
Forces  and  receiving  part  wages  from  their  society. 
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NUMBER  OF  WORKERS  AND  WAGES  IN  RETAIL  DISTRIBUTIVE  SOCIETIES. 


Total. 

Classed  as  Engaged  in  Production. 

Year. 

Woikers . 

Wages. 

Number. 

Per  cent 
ol  Total. 

Wages. 

Average 
Wage. 

1914  .... 

1915  .... 

1916  .... 

1917  .... 

103,074 
109,449 
115,651 
118,716 

£ 
6,319,967 
6,749,725 
7,453,616 
8,465,663 

25,988 
28,555 
27,129 
26,012 

25-21 
26-09 
23-46 
21-91 

£ 

1,715,038 
1,821,413 
1,978,572 
2,110,154 

£ 
65-99 
63-79 
72-93 

81-12 

Classed  as  Engaged  in  Distribution. 


Year. 


1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 


Number. 


Per  cent 
of  Total. 


77,086 
80,894 
88,522 
92,704 


74-79 
78-91 
76  54 
78-09 


Wages. 


£ 

4,604,929 
4,928,312 
5,474,044 
6,355,509 


Av«  rage 
Wage. 


£ 

59-74 
60-92 
61-84 
68-56 


Average  Sales 
per  Distrib. 
Employee. 


£ 
1,141 
1,268 
1,375 
1,532 


Dist.  Wages 

Cost  per 

£  of  Sales. 

s.  d. 
1  Oi 
0  11^ 
0  10^ 
0  lOf 


PROFIT  OR  SURPLUS. 

The  protit  or  surplus  for  1917  before  paying  share  interest  was  £15,916,591 
(as  compared  with  16,335,079  in  1916),  and  after  paying  share  interest  it 
was  £13,897,746  (as  compared  with  £14,430,452  in  1916).  This  profit,  after 
paying  share  interest,  represented  28-14  per  cent  of  share  capital  and  9-72  per 
cent  of  retail  sales,  as  compared  with  30-60  per  cent  of  share  capital  and 
11-86  per  cent  of  retail  sales  in  1916.  The  reduction  ie  probably  due,  in  part, 
to  controlled  prices  and  the  policy  of  reducing  prices  to  figures  as  near  cost  he 
possible.     The  following  table  shows  compainsons  with  last  year  : — 


SECTION. 

1916. 

1917. 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

Per  cent 

♦Profit 

of  Share 

of  Retail 

♦Profit. 

of  Share 

of  Retail 

Capital. 

Sales. 

Capital. 

Sales. 

£ 

£ 

Ireland 

54,914 
1,267,828 

25-38 
21-62 

G-26 
9-07 

60,545 
1,289,614 

26-94 
20-46 

6-17 

Midland 

7-69 

Nc  rthern 

2,266,776 

35-66 

13-32 

2,066,214 

31-76 

10-46 

North-Western  . . 

5,606,283 

27-67 

12-51 

5,189,492 

24 '38 

10-23 

Scottish 

3,524,161 

49-40 

14-61 

3,543,768 

49-20 

12-35 

Southern 

848,352 

18-63 

6-83 

848,916 

17-31 

6-02 

South- Western  . . 

258,218 

20-22 

8-96 

270,560 

20-42 

7-05 

Western 

608,920 

40-52 

10-70 

628,637 

38-45 

9-05 

United  Kingdom 

14,430,452 

30-60 

11-86 

13,897,746 

28-14 

9-72 

*  After  deduction  of  Share  Interest. 
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DISTRIBUTIVE    FEDERATIONS. 
These  societies  are  district  federations  formed  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
goods  wholesale  and  distributing  them.      Their  activities  show  very  little 
variation  from  last  year. 

PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETIES. 
(exclusive  of  the  wholesale  societies.) 
The  productive  societies  ^own  in  the  statistics  include  some  which  are 
primarily  associations  of  consumers  and  others  which  are  primarily,  but  only 
in  a  few  cases  exclusively,  associations  of  workers.  The  trade  for  the  year 
1917  shows  an  increase  over  that  of  1916,  due  very  largely  to  the  higher  prices 
now  ruling  and  to  the  demand  upon  some  of  the  boot  societies  for  Army 
boots.  The  following  tables  give  the  principal  points  concerning  these 
societies  : — 


1914. 
1915. 
1916. 
1917. 


Number 

of 
Sooieties. 


108 

103 

101 

97 


Number 

of 

Members. 


36,880 
34,912 
35,142 
36,858 


Share 
Capital. 

£ 

987,613 
842,691 
869,210 
899,485 


Loan 
Capital. 


£ 

834,736 
845,427 
902,394 
905,469 


Trade.        Surplus. 


£       I        £ 
3,800,627   276,792 


3,860,052 
4,461,491 
5,146,459 


316,896 
333,842 
359,740 


Workers      m„_eg 
Engaged,      wajes. 


£ 
10,725  '  613,555 
10,657    634,921 
10,284  I  732,106 
10,088  1766,846 


Percentage  of  trade  to  trade  of  retail  distributive  societies  . .  1914 
»  i>  »»  •  •  1915 

..   1916 
..  1917 

Average  wage  p«r  worker    1914 

1916 

1916 

1917 

Output  per  worker   1914 

„ 1915 

1916 

1917 

cost  of  produoftion  per  £  of  sales 1914 

, 1915 

1916 

1917 


4-32  % 
3-76  % 
3-67  % 
3'62  % 
£57-21 
£59  58 
£71-19 
£76  39 

£354 

£362 

£434 

£518 
38.  2|d. 
3s.  8|d. 
3s.  3Jd. 
2s.  ll|d. 


SUPPLY    ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  for  the  year  1916  and  for  the  previous  two 
years.  The  explanation  of  the  drop  in  membership  between  1914  and  1915 
was  given  in  the  statistics  issued  last  year.  The  Canteen  and  Mess  Society 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  Government.  Thi#  explains  the  diminution  of 
trade  in  1917. 
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Number 

of 
Members. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loan 
Capital. 

Trade. 

Surplus. 

Workers. 

Wages. 

1914.. 
1915.. 
1916.. 
1917.. 

95,117 
8,473 
8,560 
8,282 

£ 

880,745 
370,447 
370,582 
358,492 

£ 

194,265 

113,504 

64,657 

79,896 

£ 

2,030,245 
'3,280,360 
3,402,308 
1,712,718 

£ 

41,470 
54,151 
92,328 
58,602 

2,099 
1,799 
1,661 
1,816 

£ 

183,528 
172,167 
196,866 
164,195 

THE   WHOLESALE   SOCIETIES. 

The  statistics  of  the  wholesale  societies  sliow  that  their  progress  has  been 
ill  harmony  with  the  general  progress  that  has  been  taking  place  in  the  whole 
of  the  movement  dui'ing  the  last  year.  The  statistics  do  not  include  the 
activities  of  the  joint  departments  controlled  by  the  English  and  Scottish 
Wholesale  Societies,  though  the  products  of  these  joint  departments  appear 
in  the  distributive  sales  of  the  wholesale  society  tlu'ough  which,  they  have  been 
sold.  It  should  be  noted  in  reading  the  last  two  columns  of  each  of  the 
following  tables,  that  wholesale  trade  has  been  taken  at  wholesale  prices  and 
retail  trade  at  retail  prices. 

English  Co-operative  Wholesaxe  Society, 
membership,  capital,  and  trade. 


Member- 
ship. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loan 
Capital. 

Total  Share 

and 
Loan  Capital. 

Wholesale  Distrib.  Trade. 

Year. 

Value. 

%  of  Ketail 

Distrib.  Trade 

in  England, 

Wales,  and 

Ireland. 

1914  .. 

1915  .. 

1916  .. 

1917  .. 

1,193 
1,195 
1,189 
1,192 

£ 
2,130,959 
2,284,757 
2,653,774 
2,981,133 

£ 
4,170,058 
4,356,841 
4,455,517 
3,956,192 

£ 
6,301,017 
6,641,598 
7,109,291 
6,937,326 

£ 
34,910,813 
43,101,747 
52,230,074 
67,710,133 

0/ 

/o 
49-91 
52-18 
53-50 
50-94 

Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 
membership,  capital,  and  trade. 


Member- 
ship. 

Share                 Loan 
Capital.             Capital. 

Total  Share 

and 
Loan  Capital. 

Wholesale  Distrib.  Trade. 

Year. 

Value. 

%  of  Retail 
Distrib,  Trade 
in  Scotland, 

1914  .. 

1915  .. 

1916  .. 

1917  .. 

266 
264 
262 
263 

£                      £ 
477,010      3,653,160 
602,181      3,962,452 
522,454     4,042,]  83 
593,240      3,664,578 

£ 
4,130,170 
4,464,633 
4,564,637 

4,257,818 

£ 

9,425,383 

11,418,354 

14,502,410 

17,079,842 

0/ 

/o 
52-31 
57-22 
60-26 
59-51 

654 
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Irish  AoBiotTLTtrBAL  WaoLESALE  Society. 

UBMBERSHIP,   CAPITAI.,   AND  TRADE. 


Member- 
ship. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loan 
Capital. 

Total  Share 

and 
Loan  Capital. 

Wholesale  Distrib.  Trade. 

Year, 

Value. 

1914  .. 

1915  .. 

1916  .. 

1917  .. 

327 
381 
453 

£ 

12,158 
15,819 
21,216 

£ 

16,067 
49,699 
61,971 

£ 

28,225 
65,518 
83,187 

£ 

375,379 

479,877 
651,567 

English,  Scottish,  and  Irish  Wholesale  Societies  Togethbb. 
membership,  capital,  and  trade. 


Member- 
ship. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loan 
,  Capital. 

Total  Share 

and 
Loan  Capital. 

Wholesale  Distrib.  Trade. 

Year. 

Value. 

+ 

%  of  Retail 

Distrib.  Trade 

in  United 

Kingdom. 

1914*.. 

1915  .. 

1916  .. 

1917  .. 

1,459 
1,786 
1,832 
1,908 

£ 
2,607,969 
2,799,096 
3,192,047 
3,695,589 

£ 
7,823,218 
8,335,360 
8,547,399 
7,682,741 

£ 
10,431,187 
11,134,450 
11,739,446 
11,278,330 

£           *y 

44,336,196  1       50-40 
54,895,480  :       53-53 
67,212,361  1       55  23 
75,441,542  |       5313 

English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 
number  of  workers  ;   and  wages  paid. 


V 

M 

O 

o 
6 

Wages. 

Productive. 

Distributive. 

Amount, 

&  i 

«  P.  a. 

<    s 

u 

0) 

"2 

o 

t 

o 
6 

Wages. 

1 

i 

o 
6 

Wages. 

Year. 

Amount. 

a  i 
<    s 

Amount. 

<   a 

1914 

1915  .... 

1916  .... 
1917 

28,190 
23,924 
22,216 
22,777 

£ 
1,539,354 
1,777,406 
1,819,727 
1,983,869 

£ 
66-38 
74-29 
81-91 
87-10 

19,991 
20,432 
18,673 
19,08? 

£ 
1,209,887 
1,406,127 
1,430,054 
1,558,044 

£ 
60-52 

68-82 
76-58 
81-65 

3,199 
3,492 
3,542 
3,695 

£ 
329,467 
371,279 
389,673 
425,825 

£ 
102-99 
106-32 
11001 
115-24 

*  Englis 

h  and  8 

sottish  W 

Wholesale  So 

cieties  o 

nly. 

t  Wholtsale  trade  at  wholesale  prices,  retail  trade  at  retail  prices. 
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Scottish  Co-opebativh  Wholesale  Society. 
number  of  workers  j   and  wages  paid. 


-  - 

M 
O 

o 
6 

1 
Wages.           1 

Productive. 

Distributive 

Amount. 

Average 

per 
Employee. 

1 

o 
d 

55 

Wages. 

1 

"o 
d 

Wages. 

Year. 

Amount. 

to      d 

<    a 

Amount. 

(D      d 
bo      « 

Sift  p. 
<     B 

1914  .... 

1915  .... 

8,877 
9,108 

£ 
530,878 
554,684 
593,16  5 
665,874 

£ 
59-75 
60-98 
71-41 
7696 

6,184 
7,216 
6,867 
6,977 

£ 
410,223 
438,920 
463,103 
509,720 

£ 

66-88 
60-14 
67-44 
7306 

2,743 
1,888 
1,440 
1,545 

£ 
120,155 
120,714 
130,062 
146,154 

£ 
43-80 
63-94 

1910 

1917   .... 

8,807 
8,62S 

90-32 
5460 

IiusH  Aqbiocltubal  Wholesale  Society. 

NUMBER  OF   WORKERS  ;    AND    WAGES   PAID. 


No.  of  Workers. 

Wages. 

Productive. 

Distributive. 

n,         d 

o 

°. 
o* 
S5 

Wages. 

1 

1 
o 

1 

Wages. 

Year. 

Amount. 

Averag 

per 

Employ* 

Amount. 

0)       d 
bo      « 

<!      S 

Amount. 

Average 

per 

Employee. 

1914   .... 
1916  .... 

1916  .... 

1917  .... 

'si 

100 
125 

£ 

6,400 

6,854 
10,730 

£ 

66-67 

68-54 
85-81 

'81 
100 
125 

£ 

5,400 
6,854 
10,',  30 

£ 

66-67 
68-54 
85-84 

English,  Scottibh,  and  Ibish  Wholesale  Societies  Togbthbe, 

NUMBER  of   workers  ;    AND   WAGES  PAID. 


rM 
O 

i 

"o 
d 

Wages. 

Productive. 

Distributive. 

Amount. 

2f    * 

ee  »-i  o 

§;ft& 
<  1 

O 

d 

Wages. 

g 

o 

d 

Wages. 

Year. 

Amount. 

V      d 

g  a  ft 
<1     s 

Amount. 

kO        01 

1914* 

1915  .... 

1916  .... 

1917  .... 

82,067 
83,108 
30,622 
31,424 

£ 
2,069,732 
2,387,440 
2.419,746 
2,650,473 

£ 
64-54 
70-60 
79-02 
8435 

26,126 

27,647 
25,640 
26.059 

£ 
1.620,110 
1,840,047 
1,893,157 
2,067,764 

£ 
62-01 
66-56 
74-1  3 
79-35 

5,942 
5,461 
5,082 
5,365 

£ 
449,622 
497,393 
526,589 
5S2,709 

£ 

75-67 

91-08 

1 03-62 

10861 
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Enqlish  Co-opebativb  Wholesale  Society. 
value  of  productions  j    and  related  statistics. 


Value 

of 
Produc- 
tions. 

Bate  %  of  Pro- 
ductions to 

Capital 

engaged 

in 

Production. 

Output 
per 

Produc- 
tive 

Worker 

Wages 
cost  of 
Produc- 
tion 
per  £  of 

Pro- 
duction. 

Wholesale 
Sales  per 
Distribu- 
tive 

Employee. 

Wages 
cost  of 

Year. 

Whole- 
sale 
Sales. 

•Retail 
Sales  in 
England, 
Wales,  & 
Ireland. 

tion 
per  £  of 
Whole- 
sale 
Sales. 

1914   

1915   

1916   

1917 

£ 
9,109,818 
12,896,914 
16,867,509 

18,681,555 

% 
2609 
29-92 
31-34 
32-20 

% 
13  02 
15-61 
16-77 
1640 

£ 
3,116,067 
3,591,442 
4,193,145 
4,907,873 

£ 
456 
631 

877 
974 

s.  d. 
2     71 
2    2i 
1     9 
1     8 

£ 
10,913 
12,343 
14,746 
16,618 

d. 
2-27 
2-07 
1-79 
1-77 

'  Productions  taken  at  factory  values,  and  retail  sales  at  retail  prices. 

Scottish  Co-opbbativb  Wholesale  Society. 

value  of  productions  j    and  related  statistics. 


Value 

of 
Produc- 
tions. 

Rate  %  of  Pro- 
ductions to 

Capital 

engaged 

in 

Production. 

Output 

per 
Produc- 
tive 
Worker 

Wages 
cost  of 
Produc- 
tion 
per  £  of 

Pro- 
duction. 

Wholesale 
Sales  per 
Distribu- 
tive 

Employee. 

Wages 
cost  of 
Distribu- 

Year. 

Whole- 
sale 
Sales. 

• 

Retail 

Sales  in 

Scotland 

tion 
per  £  of 
Whole- 
sale 
Sales. 

1914   

1915   

1916   

1917 

£ 
2,807,047 
3,697,821 
4,708,104 
6,294,857 

% 
29-78 
32-38 
32-46 
36-86 

% 
15-58 
18-53 
19-56 
21-93 

£ 

924,734 

1,078,529 

1,309,962 

1,328,712 

£ 
458 
513 
686 
902 

s.  d. 
2  11 
2     4i 
1  Hi 

1     7i 

£ 

3,436 

6,048 

10,071 

11,055 

d. 
306 
2-54 
2-16 
206 

English  and  Scottish  Wholesale  Societies. 

VALUE    of    PRODUCTIONS  J     AND    RELATED    STATISTICS. 


Value 

of 
Produc- 
tions. 

Rate  %  of  Pro- 
ductions to 

Capital 

engag'  d 

in 

Production. 

Output 

per 
Produc- 
tive 
Worker 

Wages 

C"Bt  of 

Produc- 
tion 
per  £  of 

Pro- 
duction 

Wholesale 
Sales  per 
Distribu- 
tive 

Employee. 

Wages 
cost  of 
Distribu- 

Year. 

Whole- 
sale 
Sales. 

♦Retail 
Sales  in 

the 

United 

Kingdom 

tion 
per  £  of 

Whole- 
sale 

Sales. 

1914   

1915   

1916   

1917   

£ 
11,916,365 
16,593,735 
l-*!  ,075,613 
2 ',876 ,412 

% 
26-88 
30-23 
31-36 
3326 

% 
13-55 
16-18 
18-14 
17-52 

£ 
4,040,791 
4,669,971 
5,503,107 
6,236,586 

£ 
456 
600 
825 
955 

8.   d. 
2     8} 
2     2i 
1     9S 

1     8 

£ 

7,461 
10,052 
13,226 
14,273 

d. 
2-43 
2-17 

1-88 
1-84 

*  Productions  taken  at  factory  values,  and  retail  sales  at  retail  prices. 


SUMMARIES 

AND 

STATISTICS. 
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Summary  for  each  Section 

Showing  Statistics  for  each  type  of  Society  in 

IRI6H 

TEAR   AND    TYPE 
OF    SOCIETlf. 

1 

1 

CO 

d 

No  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

LlABILIllES. 

ASSETS. 

Sliare 
Capitkl- 

Loans, 
incUid- 
inu  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Value  ot 
Land, 
Buildings 
Machm- 
ei-y,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments 

Ow  x\% 
to  tlie 
Society 

for 
Goods 

House 
Prop- 
rcy 

Ail 
other 
Inv  ;-t- 

ments. 

1916-K€taIlDi8.ScB 
1917-EetailDis.8c8 

Increase 

Decrease    

4C 
45 

2632J 

30255 

£ 

21610(. 
224715 

£ 

3968C 
57941 

£ 

19601 
24954 

£ 

121892 
13907r 

£ 

110152 
12122,- 

£ 

890S 
123<J3 

£ 

70558 
80057 

£ 

294-18   1 
40S)&9   2 

5 

392c 

8312 

18254 

635.1 

17183 

11073 

3485 

9499 

11611 

1916-WholesaleScy 
1917-WholesaleScy 

Increase 

Decrease   

1 
1 

381       1581S 
453[      2122C 

49698 
6197i 

UOiK 
8705 

31223 
01941 

603b 

6429 
5753 

74232   8 
89871    4 

72 

5407 

12272 

2295 

3071,« 

"6036 

"676 

15639 

MIDLAND 

YEAR   AND    TYPE 
OF    SOCIETlf. 

o 

No  ol 
Mem 
bcrs. 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital  • 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  ot 
Stoci 

in 
frad^i. 

» alue  0! 

Land, 

Buildings 

Machm- 

ery,  and 

Fixed 

Stock. 

Investments 

Owng 
to  tlie 
Society 

for 
floods 

House 
Prop- 
•rty 

All 
other 
Inv^-t- 
ments. 

1916-IletailDis.8ca. 
1917-RetailDis.Scs. 

Increase 

Decrease   

174 
174 

47218.1 
5020.54 

£ 

58G4702 
6303101 

£ 

767015 
813.336 

£ 

35110.1 
352915 

£ 

19.58407 
2208108 

£ 

221774' 
2297600 

£ 

118228b 
1131838 

£ 

2444256 
2639647 

<-  ! 

\ 
8(;700   1 
7749<;   2 

29869 

43839<.) 

46321 

1810 

249701 

79851 

60448 

195392 

0204 

1916-Productv.  Scs. 
1917-Productv.  Scs. 

38 
37 

10756 
11069 

214611 
225608 

202079 
202711 

132176 
165484 

331965 
389648 

1317.38 
124384 

.59202 
64409 

82864 
82229 

121433   8 
197256   4 

Increase 

Decrease   

'i 

313 

10097 

632 

2330? 

67683 

■7354 

470S 

"635 

75823 

1916-S<perial8cy.  .. 
1017-SpecialScy. .. 

Increase 

Decrease   .... 

1 

1 

60 
60 

016 
071 

415 
423 

36 
20 

538 
866 

812 
730 

5 

;;    6 

55I       .. 

8 

■■  16 

319 

■■  82 
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for  1916  and  1917. 

each  Section  during  each  of  the  two  years. 

SECTION. 

No  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  SlBt. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

on 
Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid    s 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
dactive. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 
poses. 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 

possa. 

Co-operative 
union. 

] 

2 

3 
4 

722 
760 

228 
290 

£ 

46358 
49267 

£ 

10964 
14486 

£ 

877816 
1170998 

£ 

64547 
70897 

£ 

9033 
10352 

£ 

2566 
2606 

£ 

1817 
1530 

£ 

375 
460 

£      I.  d. 

109  13    2 

128  17    1 

Si 

62 

2909 

3522 

293182 

0350 

719 

40 

213 

85 

19    3  11 

100 
125 

685 1 
10730 

479877 
651567 

4089 
5577 

800 
1000 

500 
500 

3    0    0 
3    0    0 

25 

3876 

171090 

588 

260 

SECTION. 

No  of 

Employees  on 

Deo.  Slut. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Sales 

during  the 

Ytar. 

PEOFIT. 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

on 
Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid  as 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions. 

Distri- 
bative. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 
poses. 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 
poses. 

Co-operative 
Union. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 
6 

10230 
10867 

2033 

2785 

£ 

630659 

755379 

£ 

216143 
241336 

£ 

13975722 
16768329 

£ 

1505540 
15.55618 

£ 

237712 
26500-1 

£ 

10288 
10314 

£ 

14193 
15029 

£ 

1150-1 
13409 

£      s.  d. 

2175    0    8 
2126  13    1 

037 

148 

121720 

25193 

2793107 

50078 

28192 

26 

1130 

1815 

251    3    5 

15 
11 

4541 
4453 

3684 
5040 

3092 JO 
315491 

1552917 
1804827 

116508 
133828 

10307 
1M69 

23430 
25707 

1618 
2003 

1602 
1810 

75  14  10 
75    8    1 

■■4 

'88 

1356 

6281 

251910 

17320 

1102 

2277 

385 

i 

.08 

6' "6     9 

357 

285 

604 
694 

59 
213 

39 
46 

0  10    0 
0  10    0 

■■72 

30 

154 

7 

■ 

690                                          Rbturn  of  Tbade,  Ac. 

NORTHERN 

YEAR   AND   TYPE 
OF   SOCIETY. 

1 
S 

1 
o 
6 

No  ol 
Mem 
bers. 

L1ABILIX1E8. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital- 

Loana, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stock 

In 
Trade. 

Value  of 
Land, 
BuUdingB. 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Invescmunts 

Ownt; 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Oooda 

House 
Prop- 
rty. 

All 
other 
Inv--t- 
ments. 

lOlO-RetailDis.Scs. 
1917-IletallDto.Scs. 

Increase 

Decrease    .... 

133 
133 

403354 
435576 

£ 

6357489 
650.5839 

£ 

665932 
69.5618 

£ 

3089-16 
33246(1 

£ 

1831222 
2023514 

£ 

1708239 
1643569 

£ 

1150010 
1124429 

£ 

3340033 
3372184 

£ 

280016 
296343 

1 
2 

3 
4 

32222 

148350 

29686 

23511 

192292 

64670 

24590 

82151 

16327 

1916-Produrtv.  8cs. 
1917-Productv.  Scs. 

Increase  . ,  . . . 
Decrease    .... 

6 
G 

927 
1024 

47914 
50192 

87314 
9358] 

4109 
489b 

21930 
22816 

72408 
717.58 

45768 
55593 

14491 
14056 

07 

2278 

0267 

789 

880 

■'650 

9825 

■435 

NORTH-WESTERN 

YEAR    AND    TYPE 
OF    SOCIETY. 

1 
o 

No.  ot 
Mem- 
bera. 

LIABIUIIES. 

ASSETS 

Share 
Capital  ■ 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stock 

In 
Trade. 

Value  of 
Land, 
Buildings. 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments 

io  Uio 
Society 

for 
Gooda 

House 
Prop- 
Tty, 

All 
Other 
Invv't- 
ments. 

lOie-RetailDls.Scs. 
19l7-KetailDl3.Se8. 

Increase 

Decrease    

423 
422 

1351308 
1424065 

£ 
20259789 
212W305 

£ 

1793762 
191904:? 

£ 

11.56745 
11SS579 

£ 

5407001) 
6140402 

£ 

5953882 
5888910 

£ 

497,S045 
4585748 

£ 

0570411. 
934076] 

£ 
352616 
354032 

1 
2 

8 
4 

6 

e 

7 

8 

9 
10 

11 
12 

i 

72757 

102451C 

125281 

31834 

73;U56 

64942 

392897 

229658 

1417 

1916-Dlstrict  Fed.  . 
1917-District  Fed.  . 

Increase 

Decrease    

5 
5 

60 
60 

272C0 
29224 

85 
50 

1854 
1767 

2724 
3319 

1285 
1202 

1851 

1778 

27867 
28466 

7346 
8516 

1964 

■■35 

"87 

595 

■■  83 

■■73 

699 

1171 

1916-Prodactv.  Scs. 
1917-Productv.  Scs. 

Increase 

Decrease    

25 
23 

4997 
5038 

213448 
215951 

118309 
118868 

634:30 
67836 

1.55899 
172637 

176212 
161895 

146 

57591 
7.3475 

82562 
91813 

'j 

41 

2503 

659 

4406 

16738 

14317 

'146 

15884 

9281 

]916-Supply  Assoc. 
1017-Siipply  Assoc. 

Increase 

Decrease    

.340 
349 

1995 
1995 

1140 
1140 

1757 
1757 

101 
101 

169 
169 

1372 
1372 

2830 
2830 

•• 

•• 

1916-WholesaleScy. 
1917-WhoIesaleScy. 

Increase 

Decrease    

1189 
1192 

265:^774 
2981133 

4455517 
3i»56192 

2275078 
3308230 

5135546 
6187145 

25737181      0256 
2927350j      4637 

224flO&-) 
IS90976 

2349142 
2138376 

3 

327359 

499325 

1033152 

1051.599 

3.536.'?2i       . . 
. .       I      1619 

849689 

210766 

191B-Special8cy.  .. 
1917-SpecialScy.  .. 

Increase 

Decrease    

3 
3 

20000 
20000 

23?04 
35004 

736204 
834083 

25030!    71155 
24840,    05088 

705203 
813845 

10464 
19700 

11800 

07879 

'  'l90       6067 

108642 

3236 
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SECTION. 

No  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  Slat. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Sales 

dnrlnR  the 

Year 

PROFIT. 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

en 
Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid  18 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Sabscriptions. 

DUtrl. 
bntWe. 

Pro 
ductlve. 

Distri. 
butWe. 

Pro- 
dnotlve. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 
posca. 

Chari- 
tal)le 
P.ir- 

loses. 

Co-ojperatiTe 
tfnion. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

UlOl 
11483 

2841 
2832 

£ 

698231 
786697 

£ 

202675 
208732 

£ 

17017284 
197520.53 

£ 

254-?  503 
2358604 

£ 

277727 
292290 

£ 

1526 
136 

£ 

6680 
6683 

7777 

11034 

£     t.  d. 

1941     3    5 
2112    1    1 

822 

"9 

88466 

6057 

2734769 

185999 

14563 

1390 

3 

3257 

170  17    8 

5 
4 

384 
366 

342 
310 

23593 
22757 

332949 
374081 

7107 
8982 

2013 
2087 

7 
42 

6    4    4 
6    9  11 

1 

'18 

■32 

'836 

41132 

1875 

74 

35 

0    5    7 

SECTION. 

No.  of 

Employees  on 

Dao.  Slat. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

■ales 

daring  th« 

Year. 

PROFIT. 

Nat 
Profit. 

In'ereit 

OB 

Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid  .<s 
Bonus 

on 
WagM. 

Sabsorlptioiis. 

Diitri- 
bntWe. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Distri. 
butive. 

Pro- 
dnctivc. 

Ednca- 
tiooal 
»»r- 

POMS. 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 

P0S48. 

Co-operatiTe 
Union. 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

11 
12 

29648 
30528 

6423 
8801 

£ 

1944796 
2245270 

£ 

671786 
704490 

£ 

44799153 
50720948 

£ 

6401162 
6007845 

£ 

794879 
818353 

£ 

4127 
3187 

£ 

54174 
.50755 

£ 

39723 
35958 

£     i.  d. 

6384    7  10 
6806    2    7 

880 

622 

300474 

32704 

5921705 

393317 

23474 

940 

3419 

3765 

421  14    9 

16 
15 

11 
11 

1183 
1221 

1006 
960 

122.502 
129130 

0662 
8632 

1254 
1422 

7 
1 

10    0 
4    3    0 

"l 

38 

■■46 

6028 

'ioso 

168 

■'6 

3    3    0 

69 
80 

2262 
2093 

10423 
13094 

151522 
157760 

•      738129 
846034 

49579 
67036 

10078 
10007 

4205 
3988 

23 

775 
831 

51  19    0 
65    9    0 

11 

i69 

2671 

6238 

107905 

7457 

■71 

217 

"23 

56 

13  10    0 

450 
4,50 

25494 
25491 

1198 
1198 

02 
92 

3542 
3695 

18673 
19082 

389673 
425825 

1430054 
1558044 

52230074 
57710133 

1794694 
13151.55 

121324 
143703 

147 

6231 
5719 

600    0    0 
600    0    0 

153 

409 

36152 

127990 

5480059 

479539 

22379 

'147 

5i2 

443 

480 

33160 
37038 

380123 
456304 

26430 
28636 

1000 
1000 

25    0    0 
25    0    0 

37 

3878 

76181 

2206 

692 
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SCOTTISH 


YEAU    AND    TYPE 
OF    SOCIEXlf. 


No  or 

Mem- 
Ders. 


LIABILITIES. 


Share 
Capital- 


Loans, 
inelnd- 
ins  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


serve 
Fnnd. 


Valae  of 
Stooic 


Valae  ol 
Luid, 
BuUdinKS. 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


HooM 
i'rop- 
•  rty. 


All 
other 
Inv,-t- 
ment3. 


Owng 
CO  tlie 
Society 

for 
Ooodi 


1916-RotailDis.  8cs, 
1917-B€tiilDis.8cs. 


Increase  . 
Decrease 


514327 

557258 


£ 

71 3421)0 
7202502 


42051 


68212 


£ 

1836277 
1767131 


£ 

003805 
1009909 


106iO-l 


£ 

2516550 
2936724 


£ 

2454152 
231148." 


£ 

843432 
773400 


£ 

553558.3 
5206793 


£ 

602993 
531116 


420174 


142667 


70032 


328790 


28123 


1916-Prodiictv.  Scs. 
1917-Pro(luctv.  Scs. 


Increase  . 
Decrease 


13157 
14062 


354969 
370090 


451620 
449.59(; 


126743 
14316 


121714 

94827 


327216 
299071 


1.5046 
26339 


489315 
549802 


52713 
51436 


15121 


10426 


11293 


1277 


1910-Wholc.saloScy 
1917-WhoIcsaleScy 


Increase  . . 
Decrease    . . 


262 
263 


522454 
503-240 


4042183 
3064578 


896963 
96114 


1909564 
1985853' 


659979 
684799 


40434 
5I0.S8 


2754159 
2813212 


578677 
578693 


70786 


64180 


76289 


24820 


10654 


59053 


SOUTHERN 


YEAR   AND    TYPE 
OF    SOCIEXlf. 

o 
d 

No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

LIABILiriES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital - 

Loans, 
Includ- 
ng  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stock 

ill 
Trade. 

Value  01 
Land, 
Buildings. 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

luvescmcnts 

Owmg 
to  the 
Society 

tor 
Oooda 

House 
I'rop- 
rty 

All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 

1916-RetailDis.8c8. 
19)7-RetailDis.Scs. 

Increase 

Decrease    

170 

lot 

482085 
.531847 

£ 

455327S 
4903J)2f 

£ 

627357 
654176 

£ 

3291 6(> 
350927 

£ 

1742433 
1957704 

£ 

1805501 
19222"5 

£ 

5073.56 
474746 

£ 

1960824 
2187510 

£ 

110045   1 
86446    2 

'i 

49762 

350255 

268K. 

21761 

215331 

58744 

92606 

226686 

23597 

1916-  Profluctv.  Scs. 
1917-Productv.  Scs. 

Increase 

Decrease   

14 
13 

4935 

4800 

35041 
33825 

39798 
37707 

9170 
9174 

15763 
14901 

4.3313 
37531 

3970 
59J 

7812 
16781 

22470    8 
22226    4 

'i 

'i35 

'i21C 

2091 

4 

■"862 

'5782 

3371 

8969 

'248 

1916-Supply  Assoc. 
1917-Supply  Assoc. 

Increase 

Decrease   

2 
1 

790C 
755'. 

366347 
35392c 

61285 
75752 

221030 
126904 

347219 

328795 

236874 
2012.56 

24567 
24572 

205291 
123913 

150181    6 
30140   6 

i 

■347 

12427 

11467 

94i.32 

18424 

356ir 

5 

81378 

114041 

1916-SpecialSoc8..- 
1917-Speeial8ocs... 

Increase 

Decrease    

S 

335 

215 

159( 
64( 

4031 
486 

1011 
1231 

371 
397 

3874 
35 

1402 
1658 

3774    7 
lOSr    8 

1 

'120 

"944 

3543 

221 

2fi 

'384! 

256 

i78fi 
1-    t. 
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SBCTION. 

No  ot 

Employees  on 

Dec.  81st. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Sales 

daring  the 

Tear, 

PROFIT. 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

en 
Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid  rs 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Sabsorlptlons. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Distri. 
butive. 

Pro- 
daotive. 

Kduea- 
tlonal 
Pur- 
poses. 

Chari- 
table 
Pui- 

poses. 

Co-jperatlvo 
Union. 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

18160 
10405 

7099 
7449 

£ 

1036277 
1208763 

£ 

547419 
582135 

£ 

24005214 
28702591 

£ 

3809658 
3841996 

£ 

285497 
29S228 

£ 

18912 
18037 

21675 
20806 

£ 

21907 
22188 

£     *.  d. 

2295    0    5 
24.55  14    3 

1829 

250 

172486 

34710 

4637377 

32338 

•• 

12731 

275 

■779 

281 

100  13  10 

622 
737 

2016 
1097 

D9923 
68030 

141910 
156147 

1077505 
1947280 

149064 
145897 

16701 
17581 

9600 
8543 

1605 
1399 

1707 
1826 

67  16    8 
60    1     6 

115 

'io 

8107 

14231 

260766 

"3167 

820 

1063 

"2O6 

119 

1    4  10 

1440 
1545 

6867 
6977 

130062 
146154 

4&3103 
609720 

14502410 
17079842 

552116 
500915 

25932 
28618 

10870 
10016 

12820 
5290 

132    0    0 
132    0    0 

105 

110 

16092 

40617 

2577432 

5i201 

2086 

854 

7530 

SECTION. 

No.ot 

Employees  on 

Dee.  8Ut. 

Balarles  and 
Wagoi. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

PROFI V. 

Net 
Profit 

Inl crest 

on 
Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid  as 
Binus 

on 
Wages. 

Subsoriptions. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Distri- 
bntive. 

Pro- 
dnotlve. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 
poses. 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 

poaea. 

Co-operative 
Union. 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

11.560 
12203 

2509 
2304 

£ 

717483 
804142 

£ 

220332 
223887 

£ 

1242.5005 
14102269 

£ 

1043459 
1003872 

£ 

195107 
214956 

£ 

130.50 
12489 

£ 

1.5583 
15114 

£ 

8129 
0890 

£     s.  d. 

2233  10    7 
2468    2    1 

643 

205 

80659 

3555 

1677264 

20413 

19840 

561 

'469 

1233 

234  11     6- 

55 
42 

274 
207 

4366 
3087 

23053 
205^^8 

147094 
156273 

11100 
13.397 

894 
079 

601 

1084 

77 
111 

95 

148 

4  14    8 
3  12    8 

'13 

'67 

"679 

3il5 

9179 

2297 

'215 

483 

34 

53 

i  "i    7 

1454 
1613 

203 
158 

17.5434 
141779 

20771 
21051 

.3359428 
1662654 

91130 
57235 

021 

208 
119 

44    1    6 

30    4    0 

189 

'45 

33655 

280 

1696774 

3.3895 

'021 

'89 

4'i7    6 

27 

"3 

654 
172 

20381 
23330 

574 
539 

70 
30 

250 

3 
5 

1 
1 

'24 

'482 

'3045 

'■  35 

"46 

250 

2 
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SOUTH-WESTERN 

YEAR   AND   TYPE 
OF   SOCIETY. 

t 

3 

d 

No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

LlABIUnES. 

ASSETS 

Share 
Capital- 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stoci 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 
Land. 
Buiidings 
Machm- 
ery,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

£ 

645466 
070404 

Investments 

Ow  nn 
CO  tile 
Socict' 

for 
Goods 

House 
Prop- 
erty. 

£ 

194512 
182902 

Ail 
other 
Invest- 
ments 

1916-KetailDis.Sc8. 
1917-IletailDi8.8c8. 

Increase 

'^    Decrease    

75 
74 

130498 
154537 

£ 

1276955 
1325073 

£ 

179078 
201559 

£ 

171928 
178146 

£ 

578221 
653493 

£          £ 

385703     258SC 
361009     25009 

1 
2 

3 

i 

i 

18039 

48118 

22481 

62]  7 

75272 

24998 

11610 

24694 

'871 

1916-Proatiotv.  Scs. 
1917-Productv.  Scs. 

Increase 

Decrease    . . . 

2 

280 
281 

1062 
2312 

1201 
1376 

235 
248 

696 
1460 

3145 
256-1 

216 
210 

832 
1083 

1 

350 

115 

13 

764 

■'581 

6 

251 

WESTERN 

YEAR  AND   TYPE 
OF    SOCIETY. 

1 
a) 

o 

z; 

No.  of 
Mem- 
berB. 

LtABILiriES. 

ASSJiTS. 

Share 
Capital  - 

Loans, 
includ- 
ng  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stoo'-t 

in 
Tra"<e. 

Value  of 
Land, 
Buildinga 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments 

Ownff 
CO  Che 
Society 

for 
Goods 

House 
Prop- 
rty. 

All 
other 
Inv^-t- 
ments 

1016-EetailDis.Sc8 
1917-RetailDis.Sc8 

Increase 

Decrease    

86 
85 

134141 
1.5290J 

£ 

1490299 
163498:5 

£ 

260042 
253641 

£ 

147895 

157085 

£ 

814648 
972042 

£ 

463982 
405687 

£ 

260601 
219535 

£ 

577550 
a53626 

£ 

97514 

96380 

1 

2 

S 

4 

5 
6 

18760 

144684 

0401 

9193 

157394 

1705 

4i666 

76076 

1134 

1916-.Productv.  Scs 
1917-Productv.  Scs 

Increase 

Decrease   

90 
84 

1265 
1507 

2004 
16.30 

416 
357 

480 
621 

2554 
2681 

259 
232 

053 
477 

'"  ( 

242 

■374 

■"69 

141 

127 

■■  27 

'176 

1916-Supply  Assoc. 
1917-Suppl>'  Assoc. 

Increase 

Decrease   

30r 
37-1 

2240 
2577 

3372 
4144 

157 
24 

2763 
2759 

750 
576 

1323 

886 

4329 
6369 

6! 

337 

772 

'i33 

4 

"174 

■■437 

2040 

r 
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SECTION. 

No.  of 

Employees  on 

Deo.  Slat. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

PBOFIT. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

on 
Share 

Amonnt 
Paid  lis 
Bonus 

3ubscriptions. 

DlBtri- 

Pro- 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Eduoa- 

Charl- 

bntlve. 

ductive. 

butive. 

ductive. 

Capital. 

Wages. 

Pur- 
poses. 

Pur- 
poses. 

CO'Operatlve 
tfnion. 

1 

£              £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£     ■.    d. 

1 

3480 

S53 

165476 

54882 

2883333 

309786 

51568 

1788 

3846 

1721 

699    5    9 

3 

3610 

918 

215922 

73734 

3835S63 

329801 

59301 

5127 

4932 

2106 

'704  15    4 

124 

65 

.50446 

18852 

952530 

20075 

7733 

3339 

1086 

385 

5    9    7 

22 

1976 

5988 

246 

90 

60 

10 

r, 

1  12    6 

4 

30 

2365 

6918 

313 

95 

32 

6 

2 

18    7 

8 

389 

930 

67 

5 

28 

4 

3 

0    3  11 

SECTION. 

No  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  Sist. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

PROFIT. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

on 
Share 
Capital. 

Amount 
Paid  »s 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions. 

Distrl- 
bative. 

Pro. 
duotlve. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

EMuca- 
tional 
Pur- 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 

Co-operative 
Union. 

poses 

poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£       8.     J. 

1 

3549 

643 

234764 

.54:;71 

564.5023 

656424 

52504 

1450 

2906 

2295 

581  19  10 

2 

3762 

6S3 

290069 

61354 

6950061 

687998 

59301 

1151 

3033 

2791 

693  12    0 

213 

55305 

6983 

1305038 

31574 

6857 

127 

496 

111  12    2 

3 

10 

299 

19 

1498 

6!,'09 

238 

55 

0  10    6 

4 

18 

16;?7 

11040 

287 

65 

2 

0  10    6 

"l 

129 

4131 

49 

10 

2 

4 

211 

17386 

65 

4 

I  12    6 

(i 

10 

915 

24570 

169 

117 

6 

1  15    5 

6 

704 

7184 

169 

52 

2 

0    2  11 
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1 

OENBRAIi    SUMMARY    FOR 

TEAB   AND    TYPK 
OF    SOCIEIlf. 

1 
1 

O 

d 
Zi 

No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

LIA.BILIIIE8. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital - 

Loans. 

ioclnd- 

ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 

Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stoc^ 

In 
Xtade. 

Value  Of 
Land, 
BuU  dings. 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments 

Ow  nn 

House 
Prop- 
rty. 

All 
Other 
Inv3«t- 
mcnts. 

Sooietv 

for 
floods 

1916-IlctailDi9.8c8 
1917-IlctailDis.Sc8 

Increase 

Decrease    

ISfl! 
186e 

3520227 
3788400 

£ 

47153203 
4938404!) 

£ 

6169624 
6362444 

£ 

3389194 
3591977 

£ 

14970379 
17031182 

£ 

15417123 
15321215 

£ 

9194759 
8504993 

£ 

23884925 
23841587 

£ 

1485211    1 
1507813   2 

4 

268263 

2230846 

19282(1 

205783 

206080£ 

95908 

689766 

43338 

22602 

1916-T)istrict  Fed.  . 
1917-Di8trict  Fed.  . 

Increase 

Becrease    

5 
E 

60 
60 

2726C 
29224 

85 
5€ 

1854 
1767 

2724 
3319 

1285 
1202 

1851 
1778 

27867 
28466 

734.-.    3 
8516   4 

1964 

■■35 

"87 

595 

■■  S5 

■*73 

599 

1171 

1916-Prodiietv.  Scs. 
1917-Productv.  Scs. 

Increase 

Decrea.se    .... 

101 
97 

35142 
36358 

869210 
890485 

902394 
90546S 

.33627S 
38116C 

048453 
696910 

75658e 
700484 

78364 
81347 

68382.'-; 
778322 

295160   5 
378379   6 

'4 

1216 

30275 

SO?.'; 

44887 

48457 

5(5105 

2983 

94'J97 

83219 

1916-Supply  Assoc. 
1917-8upply  Assoc. 

Increase 

Decrease    

4 
3 

8500 
8282 

370582 
358492 

64657 
79896 

222333 
128066 

351735. 
333311 

237725 
201935 

24736 
24741 

207986 
126171 

157340   7 
45330  8 

'i 

'278 

12090 

15239 

94265 

18428 

35790 

5 

81815 

112601 

1916-SpecialSocs... 
1917- Special  Socs... 

Increase 

Decrease    

6 

4 

420 
278 

22936 
21017 

29S86 
36092 

737630 
835738 

1453 
417 

29000 
24872 

71694 
65946 

708748 
816233 

20238   9 
21685  10 

'2 

"142 

'1319 

6206 

9810f 

'i036 

"4128 

5748 

107485 

1447 

1916-  English  C.W.S. 
1917-EnglisiiC.W.S. 

Increase 

Decrease    

1 

1189 
1192 

2653774 
2981133 

4455517 
39.^)6192 

2275078 
33082?.0 

513554C 
6187145 

2573718 
2927350 

6256 
4637 

2246665 
1396976 

2349142  11 
2138376  12 

3 

327359 

499325 

10331.52 

1051599 

353632 

1619 

849689 

210766 

191 6-Scottiah  C.W.S 
1 91 7-Scottisli  C.W.S 

Increase  . .    . . 

1 

1 

202 
263 

522454 
593240 

4042183 
3664578 

8969f)3 
961143 

1909564 
1985853 

659979 
684799 

40434 
51088 

27.54159 
2813212 

578677  13 
578693  14 

1 

70786 

377605 

64180 

76289 

■■ 

24820 

10654 

59053 

16 

Decreaffi    

1916-Irish  A.W.S... 
19i7-Irish  A.W.S... 

Increase  . .   . . 

1 
1 

381 
4.53 

15819 
21216 

49699 
61!)71 

11000 
8705 

31223 
61941 

6036 

6429 
57.53 

74232  15 
89871  16 

72 

5397 

12272 

2295 

80718 

'6036 

■"676 

15639 

Decrease   .... 

698 

Summary  of  the 

Summ 

Showing  the 

ary  of  the 

[ncrease  or  Decrease 

ENGLAND 

COTTON,    LINEN, 

TTSATt. 

1 

a 
a 

o 
d 
S5 

T.T  ABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loans, 
Deluding 

any 

Overdraft 

from 

•Bank. 

Reserve 
Fun  J. 

Value  of 
Stoc'j 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 

Land. 
Buildncs, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments. 

House 
Property. 

AH  other 
Invest- 
ments. 

1914 

15 

14 
14 
13 

6367 
6410 
6541 
0832 

£ 
157862 
188797 
181229 
192515 

£ 

119772 

87923 

118664 

118791 

£ 
50934 

70887 

84606 

102128 

£ 
168034 
173214 
236612 
260472 

£ 

910.'-,5 

99063 

109891 

106235 

£ 
1779 
473 
745 
576 

£ 
70992 
91816 
57030 
59090 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915    

1916   

1917   

Increase  for  year  1917 
Decrease  for  year  191 7 

'i 

291 

11286 

127 

17522 

23860 

3656 

'169 

2060 

BOOTS    AND    SHOES 

1914    

19 
19 
19 
19 

4765 
4806 
4836 
4&'}2 

£ 
70318 
76848 
92856 
91806 

£ 
71014 
72526 
78409 
86018 

£ 
23459 
40199 
63997 
70958 

£ 
130696 
118712 
160102 
193689 

£ 
48915 
48781 
46938 
38079 

£ 

275 
275 
275 

£ 
13926 
29411 
47252 
47179 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 91 5    

1 91 6   

1 91 7   

Increase  for  year  191' 
Decrease  for  year  1 91 ' 

■4 

1650 

6609 

6961 

33587 

8859 

"275 

••73 

METAL, 

1914   

8 
6 
6 
5 

756 
635 
658 
624 

£ 
16184 
14539 
14988 
13655 

£ 

7728 
8650 
7155 
5331 

£ 

12018 

12617 

13654 

8325 

£ 
17289 
16752 
17583 
13916 

£ 

15787 

15568 

15154 

7068 

£ 

■341 
333 
324 

£ 

2679 
2569 
3631 
8433 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915   

1916   

1 91 7   

Increase  for  year  1917 
Decrease  for  year  1  91 ' 

"i 

■34 

1333 

1824 

5329 

3667 

8086 

"  9 

4802 

WOOD 

1914    

6 
6 
6 
5 

557 
560 
557 
383 

£ 
14695 
15056 
15198 
12914 

£ 
35298 
34976 
35180 
33603 

£ 
2920 
3017 
3410 
3243 

£ 
12993 
13754 
17731 
17707 

£ 
39406 
39520 
38683 
35053 

£ 

£ 

1270 
1953 
1691 
1342 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915   

1916   

1917   

Increase  for  year  1917 
Decrease  for  year  191 7 

i 

174 

2284 

■    1577 

'167 

■'24 

3630 

■349 

I 


Productive  Societies. 

699 

Productive  Societies. 

in  1917  as  compared  with  1916. 

AND    WALES. 

SILK,    AND    WOOL. 

No.  of 

Bmployeea 

on 

Salaries 

and 
Wages. 

Trade 

during  tlie 

Year. 

Amount 

of 
Surplus 
for  1917. 

Share 
In. 

terust. 

NET  SURPLUS  lafter  irnyinu  interest  stated); 
HOW  DIVILED. 

Owing  to 

To 
Capital. 

To 
Labour. 

To  Pur- 
chaser. 

Subscriptions. 

for             Slst. 
Goods. 

Amount 
Paid. 

Amount 
laid. 

Amouni 
Paid. 

Educa- 
tional 
Purposes. 

Chari- 
table 
I'urpose 

1  62452 

2  82963 

3  93914 

4  139395 

Ui 
3024 
3165 
3095 
3055 

£ 
143656 
134459 
180667 
183938 

£ 

613193 

888091 

864158 

1102408 

£ 
42385 
68824 
61933 
65463 

£ 

8854 
8072 
8153 
8692 

£ 

3293 
2934 
3147 

£ 

7265 
11429 
11381 
11611 

£ 
13304 
17847 
20895 
18553 

£ 

305 
350 
883 
829 

£ 
743 

760 

883 

1030 

45481 

. .       1        3271 
40    1 

238250 

3530 

539 

213 

230 

2342 

■54 

153 

AND    LEATHER. 

£ 

1  55591 

2  55691 

3  57153 

4  77647 

2162 
2129 
1815 
1776 

£ 
123079 
145171 
162668 
159405 

£ 
550744 
764602 
920544 
953498 

£ 
26940 
48922 
61618 
77083 

£ 

3742 
4070 
4478 
4909 

£ 

3120 
3285 
3521 

£ 

6305 
10732 
11419 
12754 

£ 
5105 
6531 
7934 
9950 

£ 

624 
600 
536 
835 

£ 

790 
695 
870 
938 

20494 

■39 

3263 

32954 

15465 

431 

236 

1335 

2016 

299 

68 

HARDWARE,    &c. 

£ 

1  6263 

2  8234 

3  9945 

4  10424 

371 
354 

378 
322 

£ 
19824 
24336 
27296 
24586 

£ 
43700 
58730 
72503 
68971 

£ 

2408 
4703 
7408 
5048 

£ 

583 

635 

674 

725 

£ 

144 
80 

£ 

200 
1191 
1945 
2669 

£ 

91 

95 

275 

273 

£ 
19 
19 
75 
127 

£ 
25 
24 
66 
106 

479 

■50 

2710 

3532 

2360 

51 

'64 

724 

■■  2 

52 

40 

WORKERS. 

£ 

1  6649 

2  5348 

3  5689 

4  8467 

205 
231 
216 
169 

£ 
16464 
17013 
17434 
15454 

£ 
36687 
39986 
42331 
47624 

£ 

608 

950 

1541 

803 

£ 

238 

269 

288 

328 

£ 
'20 

£ 

£ 
"34 

£ 
5 

£ 

4 

17 

6 

1 

2778 

'47 

1980 

5293 

■738 

40 

20 

34 

■5 

700 

Summary  of  the 

BUILDING    AND 

TKAB. 

1 
1 

o 

d 

i 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Loans, 

including 

Share          any 

Capital.   OTerdraft 

from 

Bank. 

Reserve 
FunJ. 

Value  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 

Land, 
Baildngs, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments. 

House 
Property. 

All  other 
Invest- 
ments. 

1914   

4 
4 
4 
4 

710 
701 
688 
087 

14530 
14123 
14526 
14545 

£ 
83180 
84513 
73249 
66317 

£ 

3519 
3572 
6147 
4075 

£ 
13132 
8000 
5167 
3095 

12705 
12129 
14412 
11656 

J6 
66535 
66523 
61771 
53933 

it 
10477 
9896 
6151 
8473 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1916  

1916  

1917   

Increase  for  year  191 
Decrease  for  year  191 

7      .. 
7      .. 

■"l 

19 

0932 

2072 

2072 

2757 

7838 

2322 

PRINTING    AND 

1914    

.      15 
.      16 
.      16 
.      16 

2776 
2756 
2773 
2859 

£ 
08437 
70256 
70397 
73999 

£ 
31069 
33565 
36238 
38335 

£ 
12747 
20372 
25189 
31461 

£ 
21504 
222G8 
40821 
60880 

£ 
60054 
70414 
06425 
66921 

£ 

686 

669 

£ 
15109 
22804 
22167 
30643 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1916   

1916   

1917   

Increase  for  year  191 
Decrease  for  year  191 

7     .. 
7     .. 

86 

3002 

2097 

0272 

20059 

4.6 

8476 

CORN 

1914   

6 
3 
3 
3 

3119 
546 
532 
537 

£ 

223869 

20389 

20425 

20465 

£ 
29845 
25443 
28136 
27204 

£ 
5823 
107 
137 

187 

£ 
93482 
12727 
13091 
12850 

£ 
94284 
16244 
16869 
16018 

£ 

£ 
43703 
17059 

18227 
18273 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915   

1916   

1 91 7   

Increase  for  year  191 
Decrease  for  year  191 

7 
7     .. 

5 

40 

■932 

50 

'241 

'251 

46 

BAKING. 

1914   

6 
7 
7 
6 

3714 
3882 
4073 
4063 

£ 
12048 
13818 
14109 
12553 

£ 

48.30 

8037 

10272 

8540 

£ 
1486 
1551 
1777 
2082 

£ 

2777 
33GO 
2889"' 
2466 

£ 
13322 
10843 
16782 
15821 

£ 

1261 

1253 

194 

175 

£ 
1602 
2215 
2770 
4526 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 91 5 

1 91 6  

1917   

Increase  for  year  1 91 
Decrease  for  year  191 

7     .. 
7       1 

'io 

1556 

1732 

305 

■423 

■96I 

■"19 

1756 

LAUNDRIES. 

1914   

6 
6 

7 
7 

115 
117 
139 
140 

£ 
49862 
52021 
598:31 
00567 

£ 
29229 
41837 
53624 
63124 

£ 
2170 
2001 
2956 
3712 

£ 
1592 
2862 
5172 
6282 

£ 
01907 
72252 
87330 
80931 

£ 

£ 
20000 
23254 
27894 
37858 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 91 5    

1 91 6   

1917   

Increase  for  year  1 91 
Decrease  for  year  191 

7      .. 

7      .. 

1 

736 

9500 

756 

1110 

■399 

0964 

VARIOUS. 

1914   

6 
6 
6 
6 

1188 
1166 
1188 
1339 

£ 

27057 
28433 
30082 
36370 

£ 

10631 

10006 

9839 

9610 

£ 

6446 

5984 

7662 

11826 

£ 
17791 
20727 
27571 
30726 

£ 
18053 
17114 
16886 
16432 

£ 

£ 

6655 
10815 

7697 
12703 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 91 5   

1916 

1917   

Increase  for  year  191 
Decrease  for  year  191 

7     .. 

7 

151 

6694 

"229 

4164 

3155 

■454 

5006 

I 


Pboductivb  Societies. 

701 

QUARRYING. 

No.  or 

jinpioyeea 

on 

December 

.tlst. 

1 

i 

Salaries 

anil 
Wages. 

Trade 

c'.iiriiitr  the 

Vuar. 

Amount 

of 
Surplus 
for  1917. 

Share 

In- 
terest. 

NET  SURPLUS   after  payinu  hiterest  stated)- 
HOW  DIVir.ED. 

h 
Owing  tn 
Society      ] 
for 

Goods. 

To 
Capital. 

To 
Labour. 

To  Pur- 
chaser. 

Subscriptions.      [ 

iraonnt 
Paid. 

Amount 

I'aid. 

Educa- 
Amouot       tional 
Pail'..      PurDosc;. 

Chari- 
table 
Purposes. 

£ 

1  607 

2  7599 
8       7402 
4       8934 

32 
28 
18 
14 

£ 

9383 
7437 
4779 
1240 

£ 

22928 

20232 

13406 

7167 

£ 

7  as 

401 

538 

1431 

£ 

729 

790 

299 

504 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 
5 
3 
3 
3 

£ 
3 

18 
2 
2 

1532 

"4 

3.539 

6239 

893 

205 

BOOKBINDING. 

£ 

1  nun 

2  32106 
8     38880 
4     43370 

£ 

963           62167 

1089           70469 

919    1      74314 

829     1      69380 

£ 
16912G 
203494 
251654 
287821 

£ 
14190 
18179 
21S41 
20120 

£ 

3137 
3318 
3098 
3008 

£ 

608 
2222 
2399 

876 
1119 
2180 
2431 

£ 
1203 
1675 
3605 
4525 

£ 

73 

72 

129 

217 

£ 

634 
468 
484 
548 

64 

9490 

'so            4934 

36167 

4785 

■90 

177 

245 

920 

88 

MILLING. 

£ 
1      62803 
i       4877 

3  6220 

4  5508 

266 
57 
61 
55 

£ 

21533 
4487 
5044 
4672 

£                £ 

1033088         33588 

188764          3732 

246520     !      3558 

247452     1      3638 

£ 

9558 
934 
936 
920 

£ 

£ 
05 

■■  8 

£ 

13477 

2635 

2486 

62 

£ 
19 

£ 

384 

00 

8 

10 

712 

"6 

■372 

926 

80 

'io 

8 

2424 

2 

£ 

1  3453 

2  5356 

3  6513 

4  5916 

74 

95 

105 

50 

£ 

5383 
7082 
8347 
5357 

£ 

55743 

73812 

93908 

104478 

£ 

8934 
8957 
a310 
9719 

£ 

574 

659 

598 
005 

£ 

£ 

£ 

7016 
7202 
6994 
7233 

£ 

£ 

115 
92 
10 
25 

597 

65 

2990 

10570 

409 

7 

239 

15 

£ 

1  2348 

2  3310 

3  3891 

4  4457 

667 
715 
832 

688 

£ 
25342 
27725 
35614 
40686 

£ 
62034 
67404 
87638- 
96934 

£ 

13715 

1 3540 

7918 

10029 

£ 
2126 
2404 
2903 
2930 

£ 
158 

£ 

£ 

4199 
2.510 
2782 
3772 

£ 

£ 
11 
105 
10 
37 

506 

144 

5072 

9296 

2111 

33 

158 

1040 

27 

£ 

1  10734 

2  13350 

3  17840 

4  22825 

204 
200 
207 
209 

£ 
13639 
14040 
14104 
15820 

£ 
1 25923 
1 57837 
191318 
282820 

£ 

4472 

7045 

9614 

14603 

£ 
1843 
1388 
2010 
1775 

£ 

■35 
59 

£ 
1034 

970 
1305 
1338 

1       £ 
2000 
2325 
4343 
2988 

£ 

33 

66 

102 

109 

£ 
145 
123 
145 
132 

4985 

2 

1710 

91502 

4889 

235 

■59 

"27 

1355 

7 

13 

702 

Summary  of  the 

SCOT 

COTTON    AND 

TEAB. 

o 
d 

1 

o 

d 

TJ  ABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loans, 
including 

any 

Overdraft 

from 

Bank. 

Seserre 

Fund. 

Value  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 

Land, 
Duildngs, 
-Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Inveetmenta. 

House 
Property. 

All  other 
Invest 
ments. 

1914    

1 
1 

1 

1 

5423 
5833 
0268 
6943 

52393 
57305 
60724 
6U957 

£ 
78919 
74055 
79280 
8282S 

£ 

8252 

9816 

9707 

11038 

£ 
258-20 
29020 
31290 
42515 

i 
38963 
40041 
38535 
36715 

6606 
0816 
6700 
6596 

£ 

c'mo  1 

596.33   2 
74373  '^ 

1915    

1916    

1917    

77777 

4 

Increase  for  year  1 91 7 
Decrease  for  year  1 91 ' 

675 

9233 

3543 

1331 

11225 

1820 

'iio 

3404 

PRINTING    AND 

1914   

3 
3 
3 
3 

422 
424 
425 
421 

£ 
12043 
12049 
12048 
12051 

£ 

8561 
7700 

688 
7574 

£ 
4850 
4864 
4957 
5289 

£ 

679 
1072 
1042 
2760 

£ 
15087 
16087 
15604 
15028 

£ 
1600 

£ 

3697 
3613 
4558 
4028 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1 91 5   

1 01 6   

1 91 7   

Increase  for  year  1 91 7 
Decrease  for  year  191 7 

■4 

3 

0886 

332 

1118 

■5-6 

■530 

BAKING. 

1914   

11 

10 

9 

9 

6944 
7001 
0386 
0620 

£ 
265180 
274262 
277137 
283022 

£ 
313116 
344545 

358808 
346996 

£ 

91870 

100096 

109713 

1 24207 

£ 
57670 
56440 
87557 
48313 

£ 
270349 
209207 
261530 
237013 

£ 

14518 

11034 

8340 

19743 

£ 
341178 
394434 
403379 
400925 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915  

1 91 6   

1917   

Increase  for  year  191 7 
Decrease  for  year  1 91 7 

234 

5885 

11812 

14494 

39244 

24.517 

11403 

57540 

LAUNDRY. 

1914   

1 
1 
1 
1 

74 
75 

78 
78 

£ 

3135 
4795 
5060 
5060 

£ 
11544 
11651 
12852 
12203 

£ 

2215 
2210 
2367 
2635 

£ 

501 

828 

1225 

1239 

£ 
11083 
lll!i6 
11547 
10915 

£ 

£ 
5688 
6859 
7005 
7072 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915  

1916   

1917   

Increase  for  year  1917 
Decrease  for  year  1  917 

'649 

268 

14 

'632 

67 

ENGL] 

[SH    CO-OPERATIVE 

1914   

1 

1 
1 
1 

£ 

£ 
3116057 
3591 442 
4193145 
4907873 

£ 

£ 
1600594 
1780324 
2147775 
3067440 

£ 
10067CO 
1151094 
1133320 
1240360 

£ 

£ 

1 
2 
3 

4 

1915  

1916  

1 91 7   

Increase  for  year  1 91 7 
Decrease  for  year  1 91 7 

714728 

919605 

107040 

SCOTTI 

SH    CO-OPERATIVE 

1914   

1 
1 
1 

1 

£ 

£ 
924734 
1078529 
1309962 
1328712 

£ 

£ 
737539 
880762 
995488 
893846 

£ 
330791 
30:3881 
304784 
298472 

£ 

£ 

1 
2 
3 
4 

1915   

1916  

1917   

Increase  for  year  1 9L7 
Decrease  for  year  1 91 7 

18750 

10i642 

C:h2 

Productive  Societies. 

703 

LAND. 

WOOL. 

Owinir  to 
Society 

for 
Goods. 

N  >.  of 
Einployeos 

on 
December 

8l3t. 

I 

Salaries 

and 
Wages. 

Trade 

during  the 

Year. 

Amount 

of 
Surplus 
for  1917. 

Share 
In- 

terust. 

NET  SURPLUS  .after  rayins  interest  stated) 
HOW  DIVIDED. 

To 
Capital. 

To 
Labour. 

To  Pur- 
chaser. 

Subscriptions. 

Amount 
Paid. 

Amount 
I'aid. 

.4.mount 
Paid. 

Educa- 
tional 
Purpose' 

Chari- 
table 
Purpose 

1      £ 

1  10917 

2  16182 
3l    16525 
4     16190 

500 
489 
460 
375 

£ 
25489 
27918 
30912 
20810 

£ 
160843 
197362 
211020 
285054 

£ 
16517 
13255 
14232 
19954 

£ 

2568 
2720 
2999 
3336 

£ 

£ 
1195 

392 
1128 
1030 

£ 

13342 
2331 
2423 

47837 

£ 
53 

£• 
432 
269 
390 
368 

1        335 

'85 

4102 

74034 

5722 

337 

■■98 

5414 

'22 

BOOKBINDING. 

£ 

1  6.542     1        105 

2  6214            108 

3  5905            104 

4  7553              99 

£ 

8548 
7729 
7706 
8337 

£ 
20394 
19132 
21094 
23496 

£ 

1489 

1116 

836 

849 

£ 

679 

130 

503 

503 

£ 

£ 
74 
51 
57 

£ 

£ 

£ 

29 

42 

99 

30 

1648 

"5 

631 

2402 

13 

"57 

"69 

£ 

1  20858 

2  23219 

3  29348 

4  26422 

1871 
1760 
1869 
1359 

£ 
128292 
135772 
151622 
110676 

£ 

882218 

1155608 

1420009 

1615187 

£ 
107439 
128375 
132.566 
124575 

£ 
12268 
12831 
13010 
13489 

£ 

£ 

9030 
8931 
8421 
7513 

£ 
80642 
88204 
98316 
88126 

£ 
1301 
1562 
1595 
1390 

£ 
1465 
1020 
1195 
1420 

2926 

.500 

40946 

195178 

7991 

479 

■9O8 

10190 

205 

225 

£ 

1  540 

2  721 

3  935 

4  1271 

281 
287 
215 
164 

£ 
10756 
11283 
11599 
10324 

£ 
24003 
24992 
25382 
25349 

£ 

3264 
2713 
1429 

519 

£ 
156 

178 
249 
253 

£ 

£ 

£ 

2700 
2373 
1139 

£ 
14 
11 
10 
9 

£ 
69 
55 
23 

8 

330 

'l^l 

1275 

18.33 

'910 

4 

1139 

"l 

'15 

WHOIiESAl 

LE    SO 

CIETY 

. 

£ 
1 
2 
3 
4 

19991 
20432 
18073 
19082 

£ 
1209887 
1406127 
1430054 
1558044 

£ 
9109318 
12895914 
16367509 
185815.^^5 

£ 
215151 
295007 
374780 
41 8653 

£ 
87333 
96293 
114027 
148408 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

409 

127990 

2214046 

43873 

34381 

WHOLBSA] 

LE    SO 

CIETY 

. 

£ 
1 
2 
3 
4 

6134 
7215 
6867 
6977 

£ 
410223 
433920 
463103 
509720 

£ 
2807047 
3697821 
4708104 
6294857 

£ 

122475 
105272 
103795 
123117 

£ 
38646 
29903 
29677 
43893 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

110 

46017 

1586753 

19322 

14216 

704 


Rbtdrn  op  Tradb,  &c., 


Statistics  of  Societies '  J'rade 

IRISH 

RETURN   OP  TRADE,  &c.,  of  Distributive 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  return,    b  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  office  or  to 


NAME    OF   SOCIETT. 


IKETjAND. 
Ketail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Ardara  

Armagh , 

♦Ballinagleragh   

Ballymena  and  Harryville. 

Belfast , 

rfClanwilliam   ..     

tClonmel    

Coalialand   

Cork  (City  of) 

Donacloney     

Downstrands   , 

Drumaness 

Drumreany 

Dublin 

Dublin  Consumers   

Dublin  University 

Dundalk    

Dungannon 

*  Dunraymond  

Enniscorthy 

Enniskillen 

Foynes ■. 

Greenore 

Gweedore 

Inchicore 

Inniskiel 

Killybegs    

Lame    

Lisburn    

(iLissarda 

liucan    

Middletown 

•MoycuUen    

Newtownards 

Ochilmore    

Portadown  

Queenstown    

Rosslare  Harbour     

'Shamrock     

Slieve  League   

Sligo  

cSouth  County  Dublin 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


105 
470 

769 
17400 

164 
135 
393 
138 
80 
116 
116 
1203 
801 
193 
373 
149 

1257 
667 
127 
73 
140 
102 
300 
117 
117 

1760 

i77 


276 
110 
464 
370 
63 

i26 

323 

16 


LIJlBILI'IIfiS. 


Sbkre 
Capital. 


82 


3049 

166738 

"306 
614 
68'. 
460 
93 
615 
283 

1411 

1561 
819 

1605 
571 


Loani, 
inclnd- 
ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


£ 

1727 
1314 


Ee- 
serTC 
Fund. 


£ 

285 
65 


29  i      47 
21774  112408 


59 
22 

676 

23 

78 

1915 


692 


Value  of 
Value  of  „^°^' 

^^^    Ma'chS: 
^,  and 


£ 

1198 
15i0 

li64 
75606 


1271 
335 
948 
754 
704 
644 
1557 
1445 
104 
922 
634 


4385 

15173 

3437 

227 

227 

166 

441 

74 

669 

360 

628 

138 

1814 

66 

683 

868 

25 

24619 

1675 

882 

193 

84 

893 

■557 

42 

182 

500 

3781 

620 

930 

76 

250 

79 

'iso 

254 

314 

50 

28 

,. 

3697  :  15759 
85  I  1996 


60 
660 


362 

1284 

905 

2.S2 

8   2332 

. .     446 

..     702 

2228  11376 


465 


200 

3i2 
521 
100 

i72 
48 


760 
219 

401 
742 
15S7 
1411 
540 

439 

96S 

32 


House 
Prop- 
erty. 


other 
Inyest- 
ments. 


£ 

£ 

864 

3404 

433 

936C5 

12 

398 

i46 

234 

250 

10 

22 

2348 

1021 

92 

1307 

225 

44  3 

945 

40 

20 

41 

1015 

42 

35 

207 

7934 

490 

58 

' 

i65 

62 

714 

282 

10 

23 

186 

19 

£ 
31 

894 

1923 
58130 

306 
483 
417 
366 
4 
220 

70 
1701 

39 

16 
322 

10 

373 
800 

6 
546 

8 
115 
150 

6 

509 

8101 

527 


259 
5 
1781 
374 
263 

"7 
67 


OwinR 
to  the 
Soclet-. 


£ 

723 
587 

640 

784 


99 
588 
133 
707 
267 

65 
705 
696 

86 
323 
152 

/8639 
1012 
240 
75 
488 
370 
1601 
302 
559 
6726 

ios 


306 
726 
1540 
342 
566 

347 


*  No  recent  flgoras  available.       t  Just  commenced  business.       c  1916  Figures, 
commenced  trading.     /  Farmers'  accounts  mainly. 
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FOR  1917,  Ireland. 
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for  the  year  1912- 

SECTION. 

Co-operative   Societies  in  Ireland,  for  1917. 

from  the  Registrar's  Return  for  1916.     c  These  societies  have  not  made  a  return  either  to 
the  Registrar, 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2S 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
36 
36 
37 


No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

EtnployeeB  on 

Wages. 

Dec.  Uat. 

Salei 

1 

Snbscriptinnc. 

Pro- 
iuctre. 

Distil. 
bative. 

Pro- 
dnctlre. 

during  the 
Tear. 

Net 
Profit. 

i 

In     1  A7er- 

Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Diitri- 
butive. 

tcrest 

on 
Share 
Capital 

age 
Divi- 
dend 
per£. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur 

Chari- 
table 1 
Pur 

Co-oiierative 
Dnion. 



1 

poses. 

poses.  1 

S, 

S. 

& 

& 

& 

s.  d. 

& 

& 

& 

&    s.    d. 

4 

206 

9673 

304 

13 

"3 

896 

lie 

18527 

439 

i52 

0"8 

:: 

"6 

2"4'l0 

is 

816 

23i03 

'509 

iss 

i"o 

'i4 

;; 

4"6'  2 

467 

■71 

31581 

4479 

635165 

53948 

8160 

1    2 

2411 

1402 

320 

83  6  8 
o"6'  0 

3 

217 

8407 

'270 

'27 

. 

"2 

0  12  11 

3 

'"5 

301 

800 

7468 

«11 

2 

5 

204 

7447 

295 

'ig 

i"o 

'22 

,, 

3 

133 

5545 

116 

3 

183 

4887 

338 

29 

l"6 

ii 

"2 

o'io'  0 

2 

144 

6876 

122 

12 

2    0 

0  12    0 

16 

"4 

1292 

iio 

18770 

e54 

"8 

8    4    9 

24 

1848 

20436 

e485 

"3 

3  18    1 

1 

51 

1189 

el50 

0  10    0 

9       .. 

661 

8852 

cS 

61 

1  "0 

.. 

1  17  11 

4 

274 

7297 

e63 

0  13    6 

^2 

"28 

1032 

606 

69678 

2261 

219 

0"6 

"23 

l"5'  0 

13 

609 

22802 

714 

81 

i  1    3 

21 

3    6    0 

1 

58 

4963 

74 

11 

"1 

0  12    5 

4 

241 

6536 

742 

2"6 

48 

2 

0    7    6 

4 

.. 

220 

5888 

180 

4 

187 

3249 

«68 

o'i2'  6 

9 

344 

18256 

291 

I'O 

2 

114 

4083 

123 

4 

234 

8714 

146 

'i6 

o'e 

"5 

"s 

o'lV  1 

50 

■; 

3494 

261 

85957 

5222 

1118 

1    3 

i67 

96 

8  11  10 

"e 

282 

8428 

'539 

16 

l"3 

"io 

"4 

lis'  4 

2 

.. 

78 

2945 

f55 

1 

1 

0  10    2 

"4 

. 

252 

'          5259 

'i73 

"21 

.  . 

"2 

1  "e'  0 

4 

'        2 

204 

'90 

4086 

164 

4 

o"6 

0  11    6 

11 

701 

21187 

1183 

159 

1    3J 

'34 

"4 

"6 

2    4    4 

8 

568 

12441 

515 

36 

0  10 

6 

2 

1  18    6 

4 

129 

1          4494 

136 

11 

0    7,J 

0    6  10 

"3 

ia9 

5487 

'177 

l"6 

"9 

3 

!     •• 

149 

2829 

a85 

"vi 

1'  6'  0 

1 

! 

i       ■■ 

10 

686 

5 

•• 

25 


e  Loss 
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Retubn  of  Tbaue,  &c., 


NAUE    OF   SOCIETY. 


Ireland— OonHnixrf. 

Horingfield  

Tempiecrone 

Warrenpoint 

tWaterford   

•Whealt 

Retail  Societies  Total 

Productive  Society— 
(lElectric  Lamp  Users     .... 

Wholesale  Society — 
Irish  Agricultural 

Total  for  Section 

Distrirt  Total  for  previoua 
year  (1916) 

Wholexale  Society  Total  for 
previous  year  (lOIO)  

Total  for  Section  for  previous 
year  (1916)   


No.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


76 
300 
198 


30252 


453 


30705 


LIABIUTIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


447 
330 
446 
642 


224718 


21216 


245934 


381 


216406 
15819 


26710 


232225 


Loam, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Banit. 


5750 
164 


579:0 


61971 


119911 


lerTe 
Fnnd. 


1735 
1464 


24951 


JTalue  of 

Value  of  LVf!i^i 
Stock    ?,''''??»• 

Trade   l"J-  *"'* 
iraae.     ^jj^^^ 

8toclc. 


HoDse 
Prop- 
erty. 


£ 

1076 
5986 
737 


15 

427 

78 


139075   121225 


8705     61941 


33659 


2010  6   121225 


19601    121892    110152 
11000  '  31223       6036 


30601  1153115   116188 


12393 


8908 


All 
other 
Invest- 
menta. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Qoodl. 


514 

60 

604 


80057 


5758 


85810 


70558 

6429 

76987 


2666  43 

7137  44 

95  I  45 

..  46 

.-  47 


40989 


89871     49 

130860 

29448 
74232 
1086801 


♦  No  reeont  flguras  available.        f  Jnst  commenced  business.        d  Not  commpnced  trading. 


FOR  1917,  Ireland. 
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No.  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  Slst. 

Salaries  aod 
Wages. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

PROFIT. 

Net 
Profit. 

In- 
terest 

on 
Share 
Capital 

Aver- 
age 
Divi- 
dend 
per  £. 

Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

SabscriptioDB. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
duotre. 

1 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro 
ductlve. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 
poses. 

Chari- 
table   Cooperative 
Pur           Union. 

poses. 

48 

44 

45 
46 
47 

8 

20 

3 

i70 

£ 

208 

1100 

182 

£ 
8225 

£ 

29044 
56616 
3728 

£ 

240 
1502 
174 

£ 

33 

17 

s.  a. 

l"6 

£ 
"5 

£ 

£ 
"3 

£  8,  a. 

o'ig'  6 
0  10  6 

0    8    4 

756 

290 

49267 

14486 

117C998 

t70897 

10852 

2606 

1530 

460 

128  17    1 

48 

49 

125 

10730 

651567 

5577 

1060 

500 

8    0    0 

881 

290 

59997 

14486 

1822565 

76474 

11412 

2606 

2030 

460 

131  17    1 

722 
100 

228 

46368 
6854 

10964 

877816 
479877 

64547 
4989 

9633 
800 

2566 

1317 
500 

375 

109  13  2 
3    0    0 

822 

228 

53212 

10964 

1357693 

69536 

10433 

2566 

1817 

375 

112  13    2 

Before  aeaucting  the  loss  of  £924. 
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Bbtubn  of  Tbade,  &c.,  for 


MIDLAND 

RETURN  OF  TRADE,  &c.,  of  Co-operative  Societies  in  the  Counties  of 
Rutland,  Salop,  Stafford,  Warwick,  and  Part  of  Worcester, 


a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  return. 


h  These  particulars  are  taken 
this  office  or  to 


NA]l£   OF   8O0IKTT. 

No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
dra(t 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Valne  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 

Land, 
Bldings, 
Haehin- 
ery.  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

luTestmenti. 

Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooods. 

House 
Prop- 
erty. 

All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 

No.  1— N0HTHAMPTON&  Eahls 

Barton  District— 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 
Brafield  

2M 
150 

128 

1341 

92 

977 

60 

143 

182 

152 

724 

15 

1187 

363 

8848 

71 

179 

255 

£ 

5105 
597 

1130 

16831 

309 

19216 

177 

687 

2281 

5.50 

10098 

19 

27613 

2951 

64026 

277 

1273 

2342 

£ 

204 

3280 

1156 

"1 

'25 
5104 

13.53 

40555 

526 

£ 

260 
150 

116 

•115 

58 

1083 
127 
226 
233 
50 
229 
500 

1421 
709 

4722 

47 

110 

295 

£ 

723 
425 

241 

6565 

213 

3227 

222 

250 

462 

298 

3349 

1029 

7176 

1303 

:?0798 

75 

291 

922 

£ 

518 

r.0 

5 

3754 

90 

8014 

435 

42 

2870 

46 

16209 

1167 

32842 

10 

461 

996 

£ 

000 

5238 
4056 

270 

2055 

7832 
1093 
6947 

635 

£ 

4005 
723 

1086 

5824 
120 

7485 
1.52 
868 

1570 
656 

7.566 
4»i 

1951 
513 
50193 
.317 
891 
936 

£ 

269 

6 

50 

6 

41 

52 

205 
125 

108 
24 

1 

Brington 

? 

*Brixworth 

3 

Cogenhoe  Self-Help   

Daventry    

4 

(°> 

Earls  Barton 

East  Haddon 

,>< 

Ecton  

't 

10 

Harlestone 

11 

1'' 

I.L.P.  Boot   

13 

Long  Buckby    

14 

Moulton 

15 

16 

Pitsford  

17 

West  Haddon   

IS 

Yardley  Hastings    

District  Total  for  1 91 7 
Totals,  previous  year  (1916) 

19 

15167 

155482 

52201 

10751 

57569 

67495 

28720 

85340 

919 

13780 

136245 

46181 

12627 

56180 

62064 

29275 

68750 

1370 

No.  2— Wellinoborouohand 
Kettering  District — 
Retail  Distrib  Societies — 
Burton  Latimer 

1017 

law 

884 

.505 

421 

721 

aS28 

3292 

1475 

197 

laiO 

2570 

523 

157 

.3516 

797 

22865 

67873 

14719 

5536 

6454 

6;^2 

276003 

30835 

25555 

1250 

20776 

.32222 

4257 

1094 

5.5188 

18941 

1217 

40.345 

2350 

016 

2446 

160<i 

12069 

.3.532 

2875 

355 

3493 

8986 

1.5-16 

88 

13741 

4173 

10.50 

4401 

1477 

665 

271 

320 

8154 

1121 

724 

lf>2 

520 

1.5'J5 

629 

192 

5751 

164 

3086 

19.549 

1817 

2.508 

3747 

3825 

30724 

12666 

12000 

436 

2791 

14572 

2043 

429 

11402 

2452 

3660 

25280 

2985 

1952 

4111 

3073 

3:i650 

17966 

9363 

693 

6096 

17423 

2240 

375 

9154 

2782 

7486 
67191 
2690 

1440 

lomo 

17.55 

4280 
1825 

76251 
4134 

13201 

6482 

12819 

4122 

870 

346<i 

140851 

869:^ 

9(i37 

1030 

13672 

1M6J 

2979 

793 

54790 

16169 

20 
16.39 

155 
665 
513 
14 
38 
166 
376 
107 

1034 

1 

? 

3 

Higham  Ferrers 

Irchester 

4 

r> 

IrQilingborough   

6 

Kettering    

7 

Market  Harborough  

Raunds  Distributive 

Ringstead  Distributive 

Rothwell 

8 
9 

10 

11 

1? 

Thrapston 

13 

Walgrave  Industrial 

Wellingborough  Midland. . 
Wollaston 

14 
15 
16 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

27803 

589930 

99738 

27396 

124107 

140693 

20772^ 

304038 

4734 

No  recent  information  available. 


1917,  Midland  Section 

709 

SECTION. 

Cambridge,  Debby, 

Leicester,  Lincoln,  Northampton, 

Nottingham, 

for  1917,  arranged  in  theii 

respective  Conference  Districts. 

from  the  Registrar's  Return  for  1916.    c  These  societies  have  not  made  a 

return  either  to                 | 

the  Registrar. 

No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT 

Employees  on 
Dec.  8Ut. 

Wages. 

Sales 

dorlnf!  the 

Year. 

Net 

In. 

terest 

Aver- 
age 

Bonus 

SubscrtptloDi. 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Profit. 

on 

Divi- 

on 

Educa- 

Charl- < 

butive. 

due  tTe. 

butive. 

ductive. 

Share 
Capital 

dend 
peri. 

Wages. 

tional 
Pur 
poses. 

table    Go-operatlra 
Pur           Union, 
poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

8.  a. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    a.  d. 

1 

2 

1 

182 

09 

7431 

974 

161 

2    7^ 

5 

2 
3 
4 

2 

1 

118 

26 

5121 

031 

25 

2    4" 

"l 

■'S5 

"3094 

'346 

■34 

2"ei 

"3 

0'i2"lJ 

f) 

31 

"'o 

1949 

371 

41640 

3330 

738 

1     ii 

■-47 

'29 

13 

6    0    6 

6 

1 

84 

1973 

112 

13 

1     9 

0    9    6 

7 

10 

5 

1010 

350 

27364 

2438 

852 

1     0 

'lO 

22 

4  15  10 

8 

1 

53 

2128 

18:5 

8 

2    3 

9 

2 

"l 

126 

'48 

3992 

315 

30 

1     9 

10 

1 

1 

236 

53 

6737 

033 

73 

2    3 

"4 

0'i8'  8 

11 

3 

231 

4765 

433 

25 

2    6 

2 

0  15    6 

12 

17 

'"s 

1094 

201 

26307 

1570 

407 

1    1 

14 

3    7    0 

13 

3 

333 

5318 

.549 

396 

0    5    0 

14 

18 

'io 

1528 

717 

39018 

4807 

1014 

l"8l 

40 

■31 

5    8    0 

ir, 

3 

1 

339 

98 

11928 

671 

138 

1     5" 

1  10    8 

16 

140 

2.5 

9772 

25J  5 

226121 

19980 

2029 

1     7 

146 

107 

42  13    6 

17 

1 

64 

2235 

20(1 

12 

1  10 

0    7    0 

18 

4 

193 

4656 

361 

57 

1     6i 

017    0 

19 

3 

"2 

219 

"68 

6619 

500 

111 

1     7 

"'2 

15    5 

243 

67 

]  761 6 

4510 

426447 

38108 

6327 

47 

621 

203 

69  13    0 

213 

72 

15264 

3903 

356813 

36954 

5370 

43 

496 

163 

60  16    3 

1 

15 

6 

11 55 

254 

29756 

3159 

826 

1     8 

10 

43 

4  15    3 

2 

10 

115 

24.50 

8771 

76197 

9978 

2475 

1  Hi 

42 

76 

9    4    4 

3 

10 

6 

867 

320 

27398 

2775 

642 

1  H) 

19 

4    4    2 

4 

7 

3 

497 

19S 

16250 

2025 

269 

2  0 

'76 

'■5 

23 

2  10    0 

5 

4 

4 

406 

3.56 

23174 

2133 

200 

1    9 

7 

4    9    0 

6 

6 

7 

11(13 

275 

27574 

2797 

2&5 

1 10 

7 

13 

3    8    2 

7 

112 

43 

9149 

3093 

266753 

34883 

9971 

2  0 

470 

220 

279 

45    0    0 

8 

67 

16 

4154 

1045 

85939 

68(i8 

1313 

1   4 

104 

52 

17  15    0 

9 

24 

24 

1951 

1571 

4908-t 

3392 

947 

1   2 

52 

38 

7    2    4 

10 

2 

1 

194 

65 

6413 

555 

55 

1   9 

4 

0  19    9 

11 

16 

6 

1097 

250 

28002 

3155 

802 

1  ^ 

"17 

32 

5    7    9 

12 

44 

17 

3714 

1067 

85189 

8633 

1285 

1     8i 

79 

06 

12  16    4 

13 

9 

2 

654 

144 

14069 

1.502 

178 

2  0 

18 

27 

2    2  11 

14 

2 

2 

142 

101 

6070 

561 

52 

1 11 

2 

15 

67 

23 

4177 

1926 

1 32760 

14070 

2176 

1 10 

143 

34 

17"9'  8 

16 

13 

7 

1015 

355 

29295 

3.516 

818 

1  n 

25 

14 

3  13    6 

438 

282 

32745 

19591 

903839 

100002 

22414 

540 

722 

759 

140  18    8 

710 


Bbtukn  of  Trade,  &c.,  fob 


NAME   OK    SOCIETY. 


WXIXINOBOROITGH     AND    KeT- 

TERiNO  District — Con. 

Productive  Societies : — 

*Atb1oii  (Bothwell  Boot  and 

Shoe) 

Crompton  Boot  Manufao. 

(Desborough) 

Finedon  Boot  and  Shoe  . . 
Higham  FerrersBoot&Shoe 
Kettering  Boot  and  Shoe 

,,        Clothing    

„        CJorsetM'faoturers 
,,        UnionBoot&Shoe 
Northamptonshire  Produc- 
tive (Wollaston)  

Pioneer  Boot  (North'mp'n} 

Ringstead  Unity 

St. Crispin  Produc.(Raund8) 

Wellingboro'  Ideal  Cloth'rs 

,,  Midland  Boot 

rroduc.  Sees.  Total  fori 917 

District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail  Societies  Total  foi 
previous  i/ear  (191&)   .... 

^Prodvctive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 91 6)   

^District  Total  for  previous 
j/c«r  (1916) 


33213 


No.  8 — Ijeicester  District— 
Retail  Distrib  Societies — 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch 

Barrow-on-Soar  

Barwell    

Broughton  Astley    

Burbage 

Coalville 

Cosby  

Croft 

Enderby 

Fleckney 

Glenfield 

Great  Glen 

Great  Wigston 

Groby 

Hathem 

Hinckley 

Huncote 

Kirby  Muiloe  

Leicester    

Loughborough  Industrial. . 
,,  Wkg.Men's 

Markfleld    

Melton  Mowbray 

Mount  Sorrel    

Oadby  

•Quomdon   

Ratby  

Rothley  

Sapcote  

Shepshed    


No.  of 
Uem- 
ben. 


270 
30 
219 
658 
1519 
409 
307 

224 

26 

03 

1300 

319 


5410 


26226 
5340 
U566 


.559 
220 

2010 
161 
697 

6202 
214 
138 

1171 
432 
250 
105 

2115 
1.50 
282 

3740 
170 
152 
2R591 
531 
429 
189 

2402 
480 
UZ 

264 

263 

135 

1271 


UABIUTDSS. 


8h>r« 
CapiUl. 


4941 

5206 

6060 

10602 

27287 

14660 

3309 

3419 
1599 
3612 
0962 

25888 
7852 


1219<»7 


711927 


532695 
121805 
654.500 


1944 
708 

3f>979 
1462 
8703 

68944 
1874 
926 

230C4 

2092 

3392 

481 

51315 
2.331 
.5423 

73759 
3370 
1239 
390237 
1281 
1306 
1081 

14110 
.3836 
3696 

'620 

987 

426 

31149 


Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


2698 

1373 

4000 

11 751 

22899 

4504 

5267 
625 
3S1 

8813 
10330 

3131 


7577J 


175.510 


106987 
74513 
1.81500 


1063 

71 

2681 

370 
23202 
1340 

5-32 
2881 

661 
1200 

683 

3710 

51 

1879 

4089 

526 

18:? 
69694 
1508 
1176 

106 

6762 

20 

499 

l-i.57 

300 
5825 


Be- 

Berre 
Fnnd. 


7865 
6201 
:J496 
0611 
2-3996 
2882 
1629 

4728 
610 
5 
5079 
34069 
5633 


1.30100 


25053 
'.8073 
118126 


223 

1.532 

62 

230 

5693 

205 

60 

.3405 

.302 

231 

50 

2405 

299 

117 

3741 

223 

97 

12440 

37 

'96 
683 
653 
106 

188 
145 


Valae  o( 

Land, 
BIdingi, 
Machin- 
ery, and 


7287 
8176 
8720 
2:3437 
65527 
17804 
8031 

9015 
1800 
10102 
14239 
56117 
15848 


246103 


370210 


110805 
215497 


2001 

902 
8958 

562 
3008 
39740 

733 

592 
08:15 
1404 
1115 

351 
9150 

.507 
2102 
8826 

609 

584 
941 9! 
1505 
1357 

773 
12232 
2694 

334 

857 

835 

340 

5630 


2407 
2974 
16900 
3.500 
1060 

1150 
716 
487 

1000 
24572 

1315 


59119 


199812 


135798 
M648 
200446 


1450 

17 

5012 

477 

3060 

28784 

&'>1 

19 

14336 

7.36 

3065 

910 

17.352 

153(i 
4248 
2221 

589 
188034 

324 
1242 

336 
.S258 
1150 
2027 

996 
140 
506 
7646 


Hoose 
Prop- 
erty. 


:if« 


208302 


•225738 

87J 

226612 


1378 

2088 

832 

4733 
600 


2992 

49;i69 

124 

.>3922 
927 


234 


5499 


other 
loTest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 


1108 
2357 
1051 
7586 
2310 
921 
10 

3580 
838 
49 
2969 
5724 
7622 


301-31 


340109 


253312 
54283 
507595 


194 

260 

17735 

013 

2620 

37112 

1073 

1050 

r>t.34 

1013 

1085 

78 

22410 

2549 

1299 

30140 

1402 

563 

174827 

608 

682 

304 

2669 

1449 

2179 

213 

307 

231 

19088 


■5806 
64(X5 
3762 

4.5964 
2994 
2958 

3.506 

4844 
12022 
14-348 

6488 


109098 


113832 


5882 
64936 
0818 


226 
54 


174 
1368 


34 
310 


44 

1255 
61 


350 
100 


547 


*  No  recent  information  available, 
t  Including  Avalon  (Rothwell  Boot  and  8ho«)  Productive  Society. 


1917, 

Midland  Section. 

711 

No. 

of 

Salaries  and 

1 

PBOFIT. 

i 

Employees  on  1 
l>cc.  Slst.       1 

Wages. 

1 

Sales 

durinR  the 

Year. 

Net 

In- 
tercut 

Aver- 

Bonus    - 

Subscrlptloni.              1 

1 

1 

I^istrl- 

Pro- 

Distri-   !     Pro- 

Profit 

on 

Divi- 

on      Educa- 1 

Shari-! 

butive. 

loctve. 

bative.  1  ductive. 

rrout.       gjj|^j.g  1 
Capital! 

dend 
peri. 

Wages. 

tional 
Par 

table   Co-operative    1 
Pur    1       Union.         | 

i 

1 

1. 

1 

poses. 

poses.  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£  s.  a. 

17 

1  10    0 

18 

88 

7013 

50742 

835 

229 

49 

2    0    0 

19 

90 

87S2 

61393 

7271 

256 

870 

'88 

10    0 

20 

85 

7268 

46602 

1609 

317 

0"6 

164 

8 

1  12    0 

21 

208 

19948 

121624 

5938 

521 

0    7A 

1480 

128 

87 

6    0    0 

22 

5 

936 

2970 

49078 

222652 

18168 

1272 

oiol 

4108 

250 

305 

8  10    0 

23 

2 

217 

1.535 

10762 

55856 

3615 

604 

0    6" 

082 

100 

114 

3    0    0 

24 

2 

59 

211 

.5145 

37108 

1960 

149 

0  101 

408 

45 

156 

2    6    0 

25 

73 

7817 

53064 

4956 

161 

0    8i 

532 

36 

1  10    0 

26 

23 

1891 

7692 

323 

81 

0    4 

75 

1 

0  12    6 

27 

103 

8385 

38740 

690 

349 

24 

0  10    0 

28 

130 

12114 

89357 

16'367 

340 

4498 

2    2    0 

2» 

8:^ 

44611 

209565 

11440 

1269 

o"o 

3850 

375 

243 

0    7    6 

30 

9 

139 

12024 

87266 

7643 

359 

1     0 

1163 

218 

59 

15    0 

2982 

471  (1 

1948:-!8 

1081  ()C,1 

81115 

5907 

1S202 

lll'O 

112! 

3«    5    •} 

447 

3264 

37461 

214429 

1985500 

181177 

28321 

18748 

1887 

1880 

179    3    8 
131  15    0 

408 

271 

30268 

17893 

783893 

95202 

20102 

755 

659 

956 

12 

3005 

3360 

200507 

1044707 

85973 

5392 

17058 

1004 

1088 

37  19  10 

420 

3276 

33628 

218400 

1828600 

181175 

25194 

17813 

1663 

2044 

169  15    7 

1 

18 

4 

667 

356 

17302 

614 

85 

0    9 

9 

1 

3    7    6 

2 

3 

245 

5232 

508 

1 

1     6 

2 

10    2 

3 

3] 

5 

2322 

165 

66349 

7937 

1104 

2    1 

104 

26 

9  10    1 

4 

4 

145 

3569 

406 

62 

2    0 

1 

0  15    3 

5 

13 

"(1 

824 

190 

23130 

2132 

342 

2    li 

12 

3    13 

« 

170 

50 

10264 

5812 

306611 

26480 

3250 

1     63 

146 

140 

30  12    0 

7 

1 

273 

7500 

879 

90 

2    13 

4 

10    0 

8 

1 

"l 

239 

'84 

5764 

388 

43 

1     4i 

1 

0  14    7 

9 

18 

8 

1283 

759 

42905 

6402 

885 

2    11 

']6 

38 

5  14    5 

10 

6 

2 

470 

140 

ia578 

1135 

91 

1     6 

3 

2    4  10 

11 

3 

2 

257 

135 

7435 

064 

131 

1     7 

0 

1     6    4 

12 

2 

2 

148 

121 

3773 

235 

24 

1     9 

1 

IS 

37 

n 

3074 

1447 

78886 

6081 

2328 

Olli 

'41 

41 

lO'lo'  4 

14 

3 

333 

6519 

859 

104 

2   8; 

6 

0  15    6 

15 

5 

4 

393 

308 

12780 

917 

203 

1     6" 

18 

18    5 

16 

61 

13 

3820 

1095 

105531 

14938 

26.36 

2    4 

39 

17  10    8 

17 

3 

200 

4630 

4.53 

131 

1     6 

"3 

0  17    0 

18 

3 

195 

4491 

389 

56 

1     7 

0  14    I 

19 

676 

159 

41948 

11797 

1001 554 

69699 

14a50 

1    2; 

1500 

745 

186 

139    5    0 

20 

4 

1 

277 

182 

8743 

722 

43 

1     6' 

8 

4 

2  14     0 

21 

484 

vmi 

1281 

51 

22 

"o 

424 

7440 

,529 

49 

1  'si 

"l 

o'lO    0 

23 

54 

7 

2923 

562 

62531 

1030 

163 

1     4 

32 

10    8    4 

24 

7 

2 

671 

260 

1 9335 

2100 

177 

2    0 

15 

2    7     0 

25 
26 
27 

4 

2 

408 

198 

10423 

883 

163 

1     6 

4 

1  15    5 

'  'o 

•"2 

'324 

153 

"8983 

707 

'27 

l"6 

l"4'  7 

28 

4 

2 

301 

148 

9710 

930 

47 

1  11 

"l 

29 

3 

111 

2690 

201  1-     10 

0    9 

1 

30 

20 

"7 

1703 

733 

51995 

4508 

1234 

1     (i 

■8 

o'io'  0 

.7ia 


Return  ok  Trade,  &c.,  for 


U&BIUIIES. 


NAUE    OF   SOCIETT. 


Leicester  Di9T1UC1>— Con 
Stoney  Stanton  (Hinckley) 
Wlietstone    


IJetail  Soca.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  SooietieB:— 
Excelsior  Boot  and  Shoe 

(Sileby)    

(iGlenfleld  Boot  and  Shoe  . . 
Leicester  Anchor  B.  &  Shoe 
,,         Boot  and  Shoe 
„         Carriage  Build'rs 

„         Printing 

„         SelfHelpBoot&S, 
Morning     Star      Sundries 

(Leicester)     

Sperope    Boot   and    Shoe 

(Barwell) 

Wigston  Hosiers 


Produc.  Sees.  Total  for  1917 
District  Total  fori  91 7 
lor 


t  Retail    Socielies    Total 
■previous  year  (1916) 
Productive  Societies  Total  for 
■previous  year  (1 916) 

^District   Total   for   previous 

?/wr(ioir>)  .... 


No.  4 — COVENTRT  DlSTRICT- 

Retail  Digtnb.  Sociaties — 

Atherstone  

Blue  Lias  (Stockton) 

•Broadwell  New    

Coventry  Perseverance. . . 
•Eathorpe  and  Marton  . . . 
rtHarbury 

Lookhurst  Lane 

Long  Itchington 

Nuneaton   

(iPailton    

♦Paradise  (Foleshill)    

Rugby M.. 

•Southam 

Stoneleigh 


No.  of 
>lim- 
berg. 


S62 

326 


.'>4844 


110 
257 

572 
998 
9fi 
3<J5 
224 


272 
44.5 


57971 


51072 
3419 
54491 


Retail  Sooa.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Societies: — 

aCoventry  Builders 

Coventry  Ijicensed   Trade 

Supply 

nCoventry     Watch     Manu- 
facturing   


787 
119 

23SOf5 

339 
3650 

215 

8251 

&5 

8129 
45436 


Prortuc.  Socs.  Total  for  19i; 
District  Total  fori  91 : 


12 

144 

51 


Share 

C«pil»l. 


s. 

i:73i 

43C7 


Loans, 
Includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


£ 

f.8<5 


737839 


3252 
3410 

7067 
12581 
1347 
8940 
3150 

4044 

4286 
13235 


61312 


799151 


670495 
54381 
72487G 


8124 
283 

312i77 

3196 
37243 

1839 

64843 

255 

85818 

277 


132(y')7 


4918 
4227 
7539 
13913 
2782 
9796 
2125 

1291 

7629 
2637 


56857 


189524 


118720 
51430 
170150 


514055 


4.5643 


134 
1537 
1201 


2872 


1380 

5461 

125 

1860 

16 

16607 

12226 


37675 


668 

904 

190 

1762 


Be 
•erve 
Tond. 


136 

182 


Valne  of 
Valueofl   L«,"„^ 

S-ff"    M«hfn: 
Trade.  \^Jc".\'^ 


iDTeatments. 


All 

^ '°''     I  Invest- 
iiiciiu. 


House 


erty. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

tor 
Oooiln. 


:«843 


212651 


3456 
1.348 
4(i04 
11023 
927 
1423 
2606 

1130 

2993 
4054 


33564 


37407 


33583 
23518 
)7101 


21669 

152 

2942 

65 

6158 


39437    38409 


2000 

17 


2017 


£ 

1287 
1851 


11491 
4450 

17416 

31927 
33a5 

10575 
5822 

?053 

10027 
10749 


108875 


321.526 


183513 
8.3072 
266585 


a544 
509 

972i6 

1698 
16.573 

1760 

31987 

488 

41403 

240 


196418 


867 
614 


£ 

1481 
60 


£ 

982 


14480«; 


1742 
1597 
5715 
7123 
2490 
9:362 
2698 


2693 
5881 


40123 


337695 


278357 

41252 

319609 


4158 
12 

68494 

778 
13405 

102 
29390 

259 

37899 
■55 


154552 


1563 


196981 


498 

2007 

400 


299J 


144806 


149835 


80.334 


515 
11385 


11117 
12426 


122888 


122888 


M 

1190 
2318 


334292 


1018 
1168 
ia.51 
8!)38 
29 
3471 
637 

882 

4033 
4568 


26295 


:}60587 


299557 
15486 
:«5043 


4661 


5356 
2(i47 
5994 
78tl 
3729 
7481 
3890 

109-15 

4720 
5903 


6-3117 


4028 
37454 
41482 


2410 
132 

107452 

783 
li:i07 

517 
25311 
1160 

20562 

239 


265 
02 


1002 


.56 

160 

1260 

136 

508 


169882     3329 


28 
1925 
281 


2234 


23 
168 


268 
3797 


No  recent  information  available.        t  Includes  Quomdon.        d  1915  Figures. 
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Midland  Section. 

•     '         718 

i 

No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PBOFIT. 

Employees  on 
Dec.  8l8t. 

Wages. 

'  1            1 

.  1 

Sales 

larinR  the 

Tear. 

In-      Aver- 

jj  X         tcrest      ase 

Profit           ""    ■    I'i^i- 
""'''■       Share     (tend  j.  1 
Capital]  peri. 

1            ^' 

bscrlptloiu. 

Dlatri- 
butiTe.  d 

Pro- 

DCtTe. 

DIatri-        Pro 
bntive.    dactive. 

'on      'Ediica-|  Chari- ' 
Vages.  ]  tioiial  1  table  [  Co-operatiT« 
1    Par    1   Pur           Union. 

■    i-          1 

1  poses.  1  poses.  1 

£ 

£ 

£    ' 

£ 

£ 

8.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

jE    s.    d. 

;u 

J 

o 

364 

173 

10383 

723 

123 

1     0 

.) 

Ill     5 

32 

2 

454 

13860 

1444 

163 

1  lOi 

4 

1158 

292 

75544 

25118 

1934085 

156174 

28475 

1516 

1134 

592 

2.57    7    2 

:J3 

79 

7904 

44580 

3467 

'154 

0    51 

1 091 

163 

0  12    0 

■■'A 

74 

OOOti 

27415 

1329 

169 

0  m 

225 

30 

16 

2    16 

35 

165 

141 80 

52014 

■391 4 

337 

50 

4  10    0 

36 

230 

2000(i 

111958 

11158 

620 

0    5 

928 

78 

165 

8    0    0 

37 

32 

3513 

18781 

33 

82 

0  12    0 

38 

104 

9657 

39925 

4077 

437 

0    7 

640 

180 

63 

2    8    0 

31) 

67 

6100 

38278 

143S 

122 

0    3i 

215 

20 

19 

1  10    0 

10 

10 

1473 

88668 

2650 

224 

63 

25 

25 

0  13    3 

It 

76 

7089 

49250 

4(573 

561 

0    6 

(J45 

30 

170 

1  11     6 

42 

72 

5225 

6:3737 

5172 

601 

0    3i 

353 

72 

29 

1  15    0  ■ 

913 

81165 

534606 

37911 

3307 

4166 

648 

487 

23  13    3 

]ir)8 
1076 

1207 

75544 

106283 

2468691 

1940a5 

.51782 

5682 

1872 

1079 

281     0    5 

311 

08625 

23507 

1630925 

186643 

26122 

2206 

1156 

591 

237  15    3 

945 

72542 

363194 

22171 

3078 

3929 

450 

380 

24    3    0 

1070 

1256 

6»i25 

9C049 

1994119 

208814 

29200 

6135 

1600 

911 

261  18    3 

1 

15 

3 

973 

352 

2872C 

2733 

380 

1     6 

10 

4 

4    3    0 

2 
3 

4 

2 

122 

3305 

241 

11 

2    0 

0  12    0 

450 

iio 

39()26 

11661 

789421 

77378 

12267 

l"'8 

22.58 

150 

130    6    8 

« 

"o 

■■4 

■421 

■97 

■]6520 

'888 

143 

l"6 

"4 

2    0    7 

7 

56 

1) 

4320 

763 

112812 

1359-t 

1708 

1  11 

2!»0 

15  12    6 

M 

3 

» 

266 

73 

839C 

631 

86 

1     5 

1) 

108 

30 

12327 

5040 

290C4^ 

22054 

2992 

1     4^ 

3(J0 

107 

40    4    3 

10 
!1 
12 

- 

1 

77 

91 

240S 

110 

12 

2    0 

208 

'58 

15G76 

5206 

30023!: 

26846 

3663 

r'7 

ik 

122 

•AU    0    (1 

13 

M 

15 

2 

1 

205 

33 

.526/ 

273 

10 

1     1 

912 

215 

73413 

23316 

1 55171  { 

)      144748 

21272 

2962 

387 

231  19    6 

1 

65 

lie 

«10 

16 

2 

0 

324 

599 

454t 

)            554 

78 

20 

4 

1  10    0 

17 

11 

353 

67-^ 

£^21 

1 

0  12    0 

2 

18 

324 

1017 

532f 

*          t554 

78 

20 

5 

2    2    0 

914 

233 

73737 

24333 

155701' 

J  14.5302 

21350 

20 

2962 

392 

234    1     6 

Ijoss.        t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  £31. 


714 

Betubn  of 

TBAOE    dec,   FOB 

NAMt   OK    80CIETT. 

No.  of 
Mem- 
ban. 

INABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share    ' 
Cspltkl. 

Loans, 
inelud- 
inRany 
Over- 
draft 
(nmi 
Bank. 

Re- 

serre 
Fund. 

Value  of 
stock. 

InrestmenU.     | 

OwlDR 

House  '       *^       Society 
%°l^  .   other        (or 
I'^l   1  lnTe«t-    OoodH. 

Coventry  District— Con. 
^Retail    Societies    Total    /or 

previous  year  (1916) 

Productive  Societies  Total  lor 

previous  vear  (1916)   .... 
fl)iiitri.ct   Total   for   previous 

y/wr(l!>16) 

42844 
220 

£ 
6137S4 

31.56 
516890 

£ 
34676 
1744 
36420 

£ 
38349 
1417 
39766 

£ 

173965 

1393 

175348 

28490 

161087 

3298 

164385 

£ 

125786 

125786 

£ 
190304 

198:3 
192197 

£ 
3831 

276 
4107 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

11 

12 
13 
14 

15 
16 
17 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

No.  5— Birmingham  Districi 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies  - 

47.-.r. 

7tM 
42.381 

7104 
3:J2 

lUOO 
229 

:«.58 

9.S20 
786 

I16!i:> 

522 

6818 

44C70 

11122 

400120 

1,56 

11273 

2042 
16770 

:»70 
57347 
02075 

2.59(J 

167469 

1 55!) 

.52934 

518:1 

i:}7 

30929 

15 

2.590 

15 

li:37» 

1 795 
68()8 
009 

14189 

585 

.58-51 

2868 

688 

21662 

105 

:i015 

80 

339 
•12.39 

5580 
420 

9204 

8:5 

4655 

1  7570 

551 
2693 

28025 

'i829 
5(V34 

:}:;8:i 
2;!i2 

1:3158 

5579 

111455 

199 

3102 

863 

4245 

1151 

373.53 

16096 

636 

K)0943 
f671 
19180 

485 

540 

Mil 

46 
;mo 
170 
981 

22 
301 
8.51 
287 

284 
361 
401 

Bidford    

:J494  i    1202 

164548    i2308(J 

197  1        :14 

Birmingham  Industrial    . . 
Church  Lench 

Dudley    

12.562 

965 

107.55 

1683 
17501 
40155 

1,541 

.56776 

750 
•21182 

8513 

524 

15229 

1058 
11329 
33723 

2462 

66270 
1115 
29793 

Penny  Comi)ton    

Halesowen  and  Hasbury  . . 

Highley  

Kidderminster 

Soho  (Smethwick)  

nStratford-on-Avon 

Ten    Acres  and    Stirchley 
(Birmingham)  

Worcester 

Ketail  Sues.  Totul  for  I'.IIT 

Special  Society  — 
Planet  Mutual  Insurance.. 

Productive  Societies : — 
Alcester  Needle  Makers  . . 

Birmingham  Printers    

Midland  Woodworkers. . . . 

Produc.  Sees.  Total  for  1917 

district  Total  for  1 01 7 

/{etail    Sorieties    Total    for 

prerioi's  near  ( 1 91 6)    

Special    Society    Total    for 

previous  year  (1 916)    

I'roductire  Societies  Total  for 

previous  year  (1  916) 

District   Total  for   previous 

year  (1916) 

!X)256 

8-3320'.l 

SfJUS 

52938 

:560665 

411902 

44827 

:$M(j31 

8(!00 

(iCt 

971 

423 

20 

858 

730- 

173 
218 
48 

18.32 
11348 

488 

12:<5 

1780 

124 

(l:i0 
20 

1478 
2111 
620 

494 

7956 

70 

465 

3856 

81 

585 
.3464 
.324 

439 

13668 

3139 

(•C>0 

4209 

8526 

4402 

4373 

!»07.'i5 

847848 

83284 

54011 

:J648it4 

420428 

4.5685 

311,>763 

12973 

87640 

m 

410 
88110 

724138 

916 

11011 

7:)6065 

64097 

2945 
67042 

564(tl 
415 
538 

57&54 

:514i01 

36 

2425 

:?16562 

:J8]346 

79(M 
389:540 

;«238 
539 

35777 

277119 

812 

1942 

•279873 

10767 

:J129 
13S66 

No.  6— Stafford  District— 
Retail  Distinb.  Societies — 
Bridgnorth     

310 

11165 

4400 

102 

247 

1827 

3387 

1021 

5800 

1276 

14741 

1545 

75 

6897 

1388 

1110a5 

428=54 

954 

1762 

18509 

29774 

127W 

79627 

77911 

114475 

108(i2 

015 

51758 

681 
9071 
.5233 

■41 

1558 
819 
529 

4848 
115 

8782 

1888 

1214' 

262 

0111 

1544 

167 

344 

1718 

2805 

1034 

4323 

1716 

2870 

219 

450 

868 

920 

30512 

1300f; 

lOil 

1015 

9819 

12042 

3750 

32792 

86-31 

41567 

8563 

244 

20;J44 

1210 

40070 

12191 

107 

118 

6141 

i:i647 

7037 

53729 

2125 

56468 

4952 

a50 

15544 

473 
3117 
(HK) 
:117 

4(14 

732 

1224 

2103 

4005' 
045 

3340f 

272 

03573 

26144 

455 

1429 

(')086 

10598 

3501 

22915 

2496 

42962 

13,57 

773 

1834.-? 

101 
4 

1500 
3 

864 
423 
690 

608 

706 

1404 

Hollington 

Mayfleld 

Stafford  

Tipton 

Walsall   

Wednesbury  (New) 

Wheaton  Aston    

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

5279:1 

484.31b 

34779 

24431 

183917 

214289 

17026 

201204 

6393 

t  Includes  Broadwell  New,  Eathorpe  and  Marion,  Paradise,  and  Soiitham  Di-stributivc  Societies. 
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Ebturn  of  Tbaue,  &c.,  foh 


NAME   OF    SOCIETY. 


Staffokd  District — Con, 

Productive  Society: — 
Walsall  Locks  &  Cart  Gear 

District  Total  for  1917 

Rtiail  Societies  Total  for 
prei-iovs  jiear  (.1916)  .. 

Prodvetive  Societies  Total  for 
prerious  jiear  (IQIQ)   ., 

District  Total  for  previous 
2/ear  (1916) 


No.  7— Derby  District  — 
Betail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Bolsover 

Brassington  

Codnor  Park  and  Ironville. 

Derby  

Ilkeston  

Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar 

Lea  and  HoUoway 

Long  Eaton 

Miltord  (Hopping  Hill). 

Pinxton  

Bipley 

Tibshelf 

Wirksworth  


Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Societies: — 

Derby  Printers 

Long  Eaton  Printers 


I'rodufi.  Socs.  Total  for  191 
District  Total  for  1917 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (191&)  .... 

Productive  SocietiesToial  for 
previovs  year  (1916) 

District  Total  for  previovs 
year  (.1916) 


No.  8— Nottingham  District 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies  - 

Annesley  Colliery 

Annesley  Woodhouse    . . . 

BuUvell   

*Calverton   

Cinder  Hill    

Hucknall  Torkard 

Key  worth  

Kirkby-in-Ashfield 

Langwith  

Lowdham  

Mansfield  and  Sutton    . . . 

Netherfield    

Nottingham  

Pleasley  arfd  Pleasley  Hill 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


254 


53047 


48607 
220 

48827 


19C0 

84 

1040 

!2192 

.5(502 

0444 

470 

11745 

354 

1016 

13157 

1472 

642 


LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
drart 
(nm 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Valne  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Valne  of 

Land. 
BldinKS, 
Macbin- 
ery,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

iDTestmeuia. 

Owing  I 

Share 
Capital. 

House 
Prop- 
erty. 

AU 
other 
Invest- 
meiitii. 

Socief, 

for 
Goods. 

88&4 


493197 


76178 


27 

99 

76277 


,"2124 

100 

72224 


883 

581 

2472 

2831 

4444 
259 

2792 

785 

414 

133.53 

3003 
18577 

1806 


23290 

118 

23950 

392036 

60943 

108490 

2976 

209953 

1076 

.33413 

326415 

21845 

2703 


1207817 


116-5 
526 


1209508 


11.52327 

1682 

UoAOOQ 


10380 
13388 
32227 

25278 

134050 

1714 

.54234 

11618 

4278 

218279 

24073 
226040 

26815 


38-335 


341  a3 

3398 

37581 


2763 

2445 

10241 

3619 

16528 

751 

27940 

143 

6973 

1740 

25 


73168 


18.36 


75004 

678.35 
1859 
69694 


1372 
9036 

5990 

19684 

176 

2794 

722 

148 

7823 

2009 

3461 

6a36 


7468 


31899 


26763 
6747 
33510 


192 

2 

367 

23081 

2258 

2635 

168 

8434 

1273 

17119 

1875 

817 


58821 


798 
8:5 


59702 

H012 

815 

55427 


899 

534 

1423 

3068 

6366 

K> 

997 
1050 

366 
8741 

614 
.0024 
2728 


195569 


10.5011 
10796 
175807 


12921 

297 

6505 

116640 

29786 

43286 

969 

76553 

1019 

7987 

90804 

13088 

2036 

402791 


403 
343 


746 


403537 


358396 

639 

3,59035 


4906 

6125 

14428 

15071 

16373 

800 

28063 

8654 

1248 

74459 

18986 

83964 

11257 


5072 


219361 


1&5402 

5359 

190761 


10501 
25 

1718 
185997 
23929 
46482 

2070 

77884 

165 

3819 
(SU7b 

4468 


2767 
117 


2884 


123744 


409712 

3013 

412725 


100 

865 
9946 

8772 

10228 

831 

13.586 

1082 

2024 
34688 

S20(\ 
108(H7 

7199 


17350 


18689 

333 

19022 


451 

..It 
4952 

90192 
4870 

2.5585 

•11349 

8410 

46529 

1057 

179 


22^580 


!23580 


239421 


239421 


4190 
6187 

2m 
27825 

8228 

338 

48183 

2490 

7915 

1689 


200951 


226942 

573 

227515 


5175 

103 

14793 

8frl23 

12751 

2539-1 

637 

757.S5 

530 

16405 

178626 

9534 

1673 


427829 


587 
294 


881 


428710 


409143 

669 

109812 


&5.51 

6670 

16118 

13428 

116451 

213 

13778 
5420 
1465 

01311 
2437 

65702 

18499 


15979 


8923 
8Sa3 
17726 


1576 
76 

633 
6410 

988 
1505 

435 
16.52 

205 

496 

75 

1260 

308 


15619 


.360 
101 


10086 


16609 

425 

17034 


266 


517 

1210 

578 

213 

782 

1285 

4368 


No  recent  information  available. 
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1917, 

Midland  Section 

717 

No.  of 

PROFIT. 

EmplojMi  on 
DecJlit. 

Wages. 

Salei 

1 

1 

during  the 

N»t 

ternt 

Aver- 
age 

Bonus 

Dlstri- 

Pro- 

Dlatrl- 

Pro- 

on 

Divi- 

on 

ilduca 

3hari- 1 

bDtiTe. 

duocve. 

batlT*. 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional 

table    Co-opeiatire     | 

, 

Capital 

peri. 

Pur 

Pur 

Un;on. 

£ 

£ 

1 

poses. 
£ 

poses. 
£ 

£    S     d. 

£ 

-      £ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

15 

., 

287 

22667 

57444 

4321 

"630 

2625 

127 

100 

1  10    0 

074 

543 

70267 

44759 

1560061 

1.33188 

22207 

4085 

1123 

755 

251     5     7 

979 

224 

62918 

18829 

1310852 

138982 

20457 

1408 

1074 

025 

223    6    2 

337 

20144 

50074 

5124 

589 

1000 

75 

50 

1  10    0 

979 

561 

02018 

38973 

1361820 

144100 

21046 

3308 

1140 

675 

224  16    2 

1 

45 

4 

2923 

253 

84107 

6391 

1054 

1     3i 

48 

7  16    4 

t 

4 

115 

3330 

140 

2 

2    0 

1 

0    6    0 

•i 

28 

6 

188G 

275 

55624 

4730 

1073 

1     4i 

34 

31 

4  16  10 

4 

78-1 

315 

63770 

25740 

1204908 

130012 

15044 

1  lOi 

1171 

0036 

162  18    0 

5 

146 

29 

0105 

2248 

223391 

14902 

2838 

1     n 

250 

83 

28    0    0 

0 

191 

57 

14244 

5746- 

379303 

22005 

4780 

1     3 

522 

522 

95 

32    5    0 

( 

0 

356 

7581 

216 

33 

1     3 

3 

2    7    1 

8 

335 

71 

22340 

781 7 

515915 

.51130 

8810 

1     8 

509 

573 

57  14    7 

t» 

8 

1 

411 

55 

13575 

724 

30 

1  11 

1 

1  18    9 

10 

27 

1686 

50075 

8740 

1495 

2    1\ 

15 

5    2    3 

11 

268 

58 

17054 

3843 

53161 8 

71722 

14625 

2    1 

760 

187 

03    9    0 

12 

44 

6 

2949 

414 

81.120 

8801 

930 

2    1 

107 

33 

7    7    0 

la 

14 

10 

1 

509 

95 

20294 

2703 

120 

2     5J, 

4 

3    2    1 

1895 

548 

138017 

46486 

3171110 

320515 

')0801 

1031 

3417 

7437 

377    4    5 

10 

793 

3152 

315 

57 

0  10 

27 

8 

9 

0  15    0 

i5 

4 

486 

1089 

162 

53 

1     3 

35 

3 

4 

0    5    0 

14 

1279 

4241 

477 

no 

62 

11 

13 

1     0    0 

1895 

562 

138017 

47765 

3175351 

32092 

50971 

1003 

3428 

7450 

378    4    5 

]  897 

555 

11G185 

42002 

2656045 

340930 

46801 

1181 

3200 

5870 

357  17  10 

15 

1214 

3747 

391 

82 

6<i 

12 

13 

1     0    0 

1897 

570 

116185 

43276 

2659702 

350327 

40883 

1247 

3302 

5883 

358  17  10 

1 

15 

1 

1167 

35 

44249 

6-Ul 

447 

2    8 

10 

4    9    7 

2 

13 

1 

924 

100 

35006 

3840 

024 

2    0 

3() 

08 

8 

2  11    0 

4 

70 

13 

4493 

1230 

115047 

7600 

1551 

1    1} 

40 

49 

12    0    2 

'58 

'19 

4193 

2250 

111386 

12431 

994 

2"3 

"os 

■77 

is'i.V  7 

(S 

87 

50 

7349 

4162 

1 74033 

10443 

4800 

1     0^ 

268 

197 

21  16    0 

7 

4 

2 

290 

149 

10211 

525 

77 

1     0 

1 

16    0 

8 

81 

24 

6161 

1  708 

144860 

12075 

2529 

1     4 

159 

141 

51 

13  12    8 

9 

17 

1488 

37698 

5080 

508 

2    9 

24 

3    0    3 

U) 

5 

9 

354 

120 

9011 

713 

188 

1     0 

3 

2    2     5 

11 

M2 

44 

18848 

3293 

50742() 

42621 

9082 

i    ^^ 

255 

156 

63    3    6 

12 

70 

12 

4408 

1202 

106575 

7777 

1155 

1     3 

22 

14  12    6 

13 

477 

lot 

27634 

9283 

536489 

52763 

i0284 

1     OJ 

2425 

155 

295 

87  IS    8 

U 

40 

4 

2532 

229 

70205 

7381 

1171 

1    7i 

30 

37 

8    0    9 

718 


Return  of  Trade,  &c.,  fob 


NAME   OF   BOCIKTI 


NOTTINOHAH  DiSTEIOT — Coil. 

*Pleasley  Works   

lUdoliffe-on-Trent 

Ruddington  

SelBton    

Southwell  

Stanton  Hill 

Btapleford  and  Sandiacre. . 

Warsop  Vale 

Woodborough  

Retail  Soch.  'VhVaX  for  191/ 

Productive  Societies : — 
Codnor  Park  and  Selston 

Baking    

Kirkby-in-Ashfield    Manu- 
facturers  

Nottingham  Printers 

Produc.  Sees.  Total  for  1 91 7 

District  Total  fori  91 7 

^Retail    Societies    Total    for 

previous  year  (1 91 C)   . , 

Froductife  Societies  Total  for 

'previous  year  (1 91 6)   . . 

\  District    Total    lor   previa  s 
lienr(\(>l(S) 


No.  9 — Lincoln  District- 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies  - 

Boston 

Gainsborough  

Grantham 

Great  Grimsby 

Huntingdon  

Lincoln   

Newark  

Peterborough    

aRetford    

St.  Ives  (Hunts.) 

aSaxby  

Skegness     

aSpalding 

aWalmsgate    

aWisbech  Phoenix    

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society : — 
Lincoln  Land  and  Building 

District  Total  fori  9r 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  yea  r  (1 91 6 )   . 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 91 6)   . 

District  Total  for  previous 
(/car  (1910) 


No.  of 
Uem- 


:U5 

ti81 

775 

WHS 

1617 

2S19 

298 

94 


i93:38 


301 
110 


59751 


')4691 

•126 

55117 


2475 

5029 

3317 

10350 

691 

18127 

2.525 

19413 

1689 

789 

100 

269 

1252 

89 

530 


o6(>45 


620 
i7265 


1911 

621 

i2532 


UABIXJTIE8. 


Share 
CapiUl. 


2013 
13880 
18749 

3823 
21958 
42617 

5201 
572 


891787 


800 


8203 
751 


901601 


839135 

9000 

848135 


11822 

88512 

29276 

62497 

6600 

3341 36 

18793 

208545 

17959 

3289 

610 

796 

6777 

190 

1.524 


791326 


790696 


734460 

5367 

739827 


inelnd- 
inganj 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


2274 
1907 
2814 
457 
4586 
3902 

203 


Re- 
serve 

Food. 


Value  of 

Stock 


75394 


12253 
410 


88063 


75973 
10911 
86884 


8017 
6645 
2.537 

27595 

2-252 

148540 

1614 

11986 

1480 

2337 

1 

697 

3548 

11 

1171 


265545 


20t3094 
55L79 


062 
444 
212 
1813 
1548 
423 
401 


42411 


329295 


100 


3907 
244 


16662 


43275 
2245 
15520 


284964 
17676 
i0264O 


1405 

4006 

2550 

4665 

731 

252&') 

1389 

15327 

1050 

478 

270 

283 
143 
426 


iSOOS 


3'.)49 


51957 


■>3289 

3823 

57112 


2079 
3935 
8448 
2526 
8427 
1,5794 
3137 
555 


Value  of 

Luid, 
BIdingB, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Pixfd 
Stock. 


2016 
10:J27 
5343 
1775 
5865 
12794 
62(i 
371 


15659 
251 


16108 


:}45403 


2!K)S:>3 


392 


291225 


264669 

467 

2051  m 


245291 


501 


4238 
382 


250412 


243462 
5548 
49010 


Home 
Prop- 
erty. 


1188 

2188 

0500 

9624 

1984 

252 


AU 
other 
InTcst- 
meBts. 


198 
29*1 
7818 
1013 
9270 
16324 
802 
221 


130789 


143129 


;4:n29 


9988 
21403 
1(»35 
17177 

1737 
146237 

6787 
721 63 

6080 

2417 

109:1 
5762 
142 
616 

:107lU57 


:08181 


{20820 

620 

521446 


798 
15793 
2976 
32248 
300 
31256 
1.525 
16961 
17ft5 


203&38 


53509 


257347 


207103 
57995 

26.5098 


Owlnj; 
to  thtr 
Societt 


4^82 
146 
398 
6 
917 
448 


408679 


3391 

723 


4393 


U3072 


$91782 

2382 

194164 


2516 

31575 

10347 

16S83 

5593 

173128 

105.52 

99694 

74«8 

113:} 

749 

352 

1322 

157 

467 


SOliKJO 


2146 


T>4082 


295214 

5«:J0 

300850 


14581 
137 


14718 
i6385 


13804 
6134 
19998 


1316 
748 
168 

2582 
188 

(U51 
104 

1394 

1008 
200 
226 
121 
370 
20 
a59 


15267 


290 


.5.'»57 


15565 

270 

15841 


*   No  recent  information  available. 
\  Includes  Calverton  and  Pleasley  Works  Distributive  Societies. 


1917, 

Midland  Section 
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No.  of 

PROFIT. 

EmpIojeeB  on 
Deo.  tut. 

Wages. 

Sales 

duririK  the 

Year. 

In-    1 

Net         **'S" 

P'o"-       Share 

Capital 

ATer- 

dend 

per  a. 

Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

BnbKrlption*. 

l>l»tri- 

Pro- 

dUCtTO. 

Dlitrl- 
bntlve. 

Pro- 

ductire. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur 

Chari- 
table   OooporatlTe 
Pur          Union. 

1 

1 

poses. 

poses. 

• 

i' 

& 

& 

S. 

Jf 

s.   d. 

S. 

S, 

S, 

£    s.    d. 

15 
16 

"4 

•\, 

■357 

159 

'7295 

■343 

105 

0"6 

l"5'  4 

17 

12 

4 

898 

409 

25703 

210(3 

636 

1     3 

7 

3    4    2 

18 

24 

3 

1544 

264 

;i9341 

3433 

818 

1     7 

41 

57 

3  16    2 

1<) 

14 

4 

087 

297 

1.5178 

810 

170 

1     0 

21 

8 

2    2  11 

20 

38 

;) 

2842 

121 

75130 

5305 

1115 

1     2 

50 

149 

8    7    4 

21 

78 

18 

4526 

1946 

123768 

12010 

1935 

1     61 

118 

63 

13    8    6 

?,2 

7 

598 

1 824!) 

1866 

224 

1     6 

21 

20 

4 

1     8    7 

23 

2 

124 

2588 

394 

21 

2    0 

J  41 8 

312 

91417 

26a57 

2209634 

206517 

39034 

2641 

1300 

1218 

283    4    1 

24 

5 

392 

44a5 

168 

40 

0    4 

0    5    0 

25 

l:}4 

5712 

87042 

5029 

370 

0    2i 

3&) 

32 

62 

1  13    0 

26 

7 

699 

1461 

29 

37 

0    2 

'• 

0  15    0 

146 

6803 

92988 

5226 

447 

390 

32 

62 

2  13    0 

1418 

458 

91417 

33760 

2302622 

211743 

39581 

3031 

1332 

1280 

285  1 7    1 

llOlt 

402 

73736 

27229 

1864587 

21 9449 

36039 

2116 

1210 

1210 

257    1     0 

129 

7321 

66707 

047 

395 

• 

335 

57 

52 

2    5    0 

not) 

531 

7373!! 

34550 

19.31294 

220096 

36434 

2451 

1267 

1262 

259    6    0 

1 

50 

13 

2994 

8.37 

5(1588 

2400 

505 

0    8 

56 

5 

12    4    0 

2 

100 

58 

!K)82 

4329 

190008 

1.5698 

3979 

1     4 

124 

30 

24  15    0 

3 

04 

26 

4619 

2241 

11 3540 

7915 

1303 

1     H 

14 

15    0    0 

4 

202 

41 

12923 

.3551 

246303 

17415 

2713 

1     2; 

156 

474 

40  10    1 

■i 

10 

5 

684 

120 

1 6139 

1635 

330 

1  10 

n 

3  10    2 

r. 

520 

200 

32870 

17039 

710957 

71197 

14117 

1    (A 

617 

267 

87  19    7 

7 

35 

0 

2241 

591 

49831 

4937 

850 

1    7J 

8 

11     2    0 

8 

468 

117 

267.50 

8747 

535023 

51707 

9840 

1    5i 

.507 

174 

94  10    6 

i) 

32 

11 

1 786 

747 

51549 

4563 

836 

1     5 

8    8    0 

to 

15 

:> 

810 

221 

13211 

4.53 

160 

0    6 

11 

4 

4    2    6 

11 

.■i 

129 

4262 

os5 

27 

3    0 

4 

0  12    5 

12 

3 

1 

279 

105 

4778 

119 

35 

0    t\ 

3 

1     7    0 

13 

24 

4 

1272 

212 

20142 

858 

274 

0    -i\ 

12 

0 

6    6    9 

14 

;j 

93 

2275 

123 

8 

1     31 

15 
16 

i) 

2 

481 

149 

15449 

717 

63 

1     0 

18 

7 

2  17    4 

1604 

487 

U6923 

38892 

2030715 

180122 

•35100 

R5 

1416 

997 

319    5    4 

4 

414 

♦3467 

777 

475 

3    4  10 

1004 

491 

00923 

39306 

20341 82 

180899 

35575 

a5 

1116 

997 

322  10    2 

1558 

519 

83896 

P5781 

1689762 

168796 

31901 

87 

1 328 

3-18 

299  1 3    3 

8 

766 

1461 

501 

270 

3    5    0 

1558 

527 

83896 

36547 

1091223 

169297 

32171 

87 

1328 

848     302  1 S    3 

720 


Return  of  Tkadk,  &c  ,  foh 


NAUE   OF   SOCIETY. 


No.  o( 
Mem- 
belt. 


No.  10— ShropshiE":  &  Mid- 
Wales  District  — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies  — 

Aberystwyth \    40:? 

Bourton 45 

Chirk  and  District i    684 

Ellesmere 210 

Ironbridge&Coalbrookdale;  1076 

Newtown 1  1297 

Oakengates   i  2782 

Oswestry    I  1 270 

Piees   380 

St  Martin's     i    100 

Shrewsbury  j  4510 

Tibberton  j      34 

Welshpod i    324 

Whitchurch i    880 


District  Total  for  1917  14094 


Totals,  previous  year  (1916)il3290 


UABIUTIES. 


Re- 
serve 
FudJ. 


97343 


93241 


ASSETS. 


Vaiue  of 

Land, 
BldinRS I 
Macbin- 
erv,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


789 

200 
4598 

:}56 
4845 
4601 
97.^10 
5174 
2719 

773 
12800 

238 
1258 
2701 


.'i0862 


46813 


963 

4049 
501 
2974 
3681 
50i\S 
3772 

714 

12518 

5 

176 
2888 


HOUM 

Prop- 
erty. 


other 
Invest- 
meats. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 


516 
1096 


782 
407 


3587 


37309 


8072 


£ 

292 
308 
673 
291 

:3477 

7764 
10053 

1193 
565 
186 

4875 
35 

1428 
676 


31816 


32132 


51 
47 
175 

828 
954 

m) 

62 
418 
2fi2 
747 

183 
1632 


6107 


-5801 


1917,   MlBLAND   SkCTION. 


721 


No.  of 

Employees  OD 

Dec.  81st. 


Distri- 
butive. 


Pro 
duotve. 


Salaries  and 
Wages. 


Distri- 
butlve. 


Pro- 
ductive. 


Sales 

during  the 

Year. 


In-      Aver- 

terest  age 
Divi- 
dend 

Capitalj  per  £. 


Wages. 


Subscriptions. 


Educa- 
tiiiiial 
Pur- 
poses. 


Chari- 
table 
Pur 

poses. 


Co-operative 
Union. 


£ 

£ 

5 

2 

■■W7 

11 '. 

1 

1 

48 

20 

21 

7 

1305 

509 

2 

188 

24 

4 

1280 

329 

21 

0 

1085 

463 

07 

12 

3359 

1237 

26 

5 

1484 

420 

0 

4 

350 

285 

4 

3 

33S 

232 

79 

16 

4857 

1.509 

1 

',(i 

6 

1 

392 

90 

14 

3 

872 

203 

277 

m 

16017 

5424 

268 

d7 

1 4299 

4797 

.")2Ui 

1581 

32290 

5064 

27480 

34554 

92170 

30494 

9410 

9617 

101929 

1801 

11183 

37226 


40O096 


330578 


r237 

93 

2900 

342 

1797 

4411 

8350 

2535 

460 

731 

10134 

142 

957 

936 


+33848 


C2303 


30 

6 

324 

42 

475 

000 

971 

367 

77 

58 

1130 

3 

79 

90 


1258 


3903 


s.  d. 

1  4 
1  0 
1     71 

1  10 
0  10 

2  3 


1  8 

2  6 

1     7 


10 


128 
118 


266 


275 


£   s.   a. 


19     7 

4  10 

10    0 

1  0 

8  2 

9  8 
17    4 

2  8 
15  0 
17  9 
10    0 

4  0 
10    2 

3  4 


68  19    6 


114   i    03  10    5 


e  Tjoss.        i  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  J6237. 


722 


Return  of  Tkauk,  &c.,  fob 


SUMMARY    OF    THE 


KAME   OF    DI8TBICT. 


No.  1— NOKTHAMPTON    AND 

Eaui.s  Barton  . . 


2— VVkllinoboko'  and 
Kettkrino 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


UAUIUTIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


Loam, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
Iiom 
Bank. 


Be. 
serve 
Fund. 


ASSETS. 


Value  Of      inveatmento.    L_i„. 

Value  of    ^*"'*'    Owing 

gl^k    ]BldinR8,  j — -    to  the 

^^^^     Machiu-    iiooge         All      Society 


Fixed 
Stock. 


erty. 


,   8 — Leicester    

,   4— coventrv 

,   5 — Birmingham... 

,  fi—  Stafford  

,   7~  Derbv 15 

,  8-  Nottingham 

,  9— Lincoln ;  16 


,  1 ' — Shroprhire  and 
Mid  Wales... 


14 


Totals,  1917  212 

Totals,  1916  1213 


Increase  . . . 
Decrease. . . 


15167  1.'5482  52204  1C751 


83913  711927  175616 
67971;  799161  189524 
45643  516927  39437 


£ 

57569 

870210 


07495  287i?6 


199812  208802 


321526  337696  144806 


196981;  167547  12'JH88 


130100 
67407 

38409 

I 

907f6  847848  83284  54011'  864894  42<14i&  45686 

63047|  49SI97I  383351  31899!  196569!  219361  17360 

76277'  1209508  75004^  59702;  403537  423744,  223580 

69751  901601   88063  46662]  345403  260412  130789 
291225 


67265  796696  265645 
14094   97348   9135 


61957 
7924 


513183  65296801016047 
483001  6080229  969094 


508822  2597776  2421984  1187105 
48369612290408123494871242027 


30182  449461:  46953 


808181  267847 
37309   7632 


£ 

8584C 


£ 
919 


340169;  118832  2 

360687]  68  17'  8 

1721161  3797 i  4 

3197631  12973;  5 

206951 i  15979;  6 

I 
4287)0!  16r86i  7 

I 
413072:  26386;  8 

3640821  16657|  9 

I     I 

318161  610710 


2722606J274762 
2627981208133 


26126  807868 


72497, 


64932 


194676  66619 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &c., 

i  jf.      £  £  £  £  £  £      *      £ 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies  ..jl74f 02054  6303101  813336  352915  220810  2297600  1131838 2639647  77j90 

Productive  Societies j  87  11069  225608  202711 1 155484  3?9648i  124384  54409  82229197266 

Special  Society '  1    60    971   ..     423    20'   ..     868    7801  . 


Total  for  Section  for  1917  212  618183  6529680  101604?  ,508822  2597776  2421964  1187105  2722606  -274752 


Summary  showing  Member*,  Capital,  Trade,  &c.,  of 

given  f  r  purposes  of  oompariaon.    See  alpo  Introduction  to 


i  £  £ 

Retail  Di$tHb.  Soes.  (1916j\l'H\m\85   5864702   767015 


£     ^      £      \      £  £  £  £ 

351105  1958407  2217749  118ir286'2444255   86700 


Produtiive  Soeietiet 
Special  Society 


Total  for  Section  (1916)..  213 


10756     214611!  202079 


I 
«0 


916 


13217  331965 
415 


483001  6080229  9690941488696 


1317881  59202 


82864121433 

I 

819  .. 


2290408,2349487  1242027  2527981  208133 


1917,  Midland  Section 
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MIDLAND    SECTION. 

No.  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  81st. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Sales 

during  tlie 

Year. 

PIIOFIT. 

Net 
Profit. 

£ 

Interest 

on 
Share 
Capital 

Am'nt 
Paid  as 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions. 

Distri- 
batlTB. 

Pro- 
ductve. 

Dlstrl- 
bntire. 

Pro- 
ductlre. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 

Charl- 
taljle 
Pur- 
poses. 

Co  opera tlT* 
Union. 

£    s.    d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

.    1    . 

1 

£           £ 

1 

243 

67 

17616 

4516 

426447 

38108 

6827 

47 

621         208 

69  13    0 

2 

447 

8264 

37461 

214429 

1985500 

181177 

28321 

18748 

1887 

1880 

179    3    8 

3 

1158 

1207 

75641 

106288 

2468691 

194086 

81782 

6682 

1782 

1079 

281     0    5 

4 

914 

233 

73737 

24333 

1557047 

146302     21360 

20 

2962 

892 

281    1    6 

5 

1948 

350 

143705 

36262 

2656853 

'      241317     37147 

3102 

2816 

1068 

431  15  10 

6 

974 

548 

70267 

44769 

1566961  i      183188     22207 

4086 

1123 

765 

261    5    7 

7 

1895 

562 

138017 

47765 

3175351         829992     50971 

1093 

3428 

7450 

378    4    5 

8 

1418 

4S8 

91417 

33760 

2302622         211743     39481 

3031 

1382 

1280  i     285  17     1 

9 

1604 

491 

96928 

39306 

2034182  ;      180899  1  85675 

86 

1416 

997       322  10    2 

10 

277 

68 

16017 

6424 

400696  ;        38848  1     4258 

128 

266        115 

68  19    6 

10878 

7238 

760704 

566827 

18574360 

1689659 

277419 

36021 

17682 

16219 

2602  11    2 

10246 

7474 

634700 

626363 

16529303 

1622107 

248068  '  33718 

i 

16811 

13196 

2261  14    6 

668 

j 
1260:4     31474 

3046047 

67552 

j 
29361  j    2308 

1821 

2028 

350  16    8 

236 

•■ 

•• 

of  various  classes  of 

Societies  for  Year  191 

7. 

10867 

2786 

£ 
755879 

£ 
241336 

£          \         £        i     £ 
16768829       1566618   266904 

£ 
10314 

£      '      £ 
15629     13409 

£  8.  a. 

2426  13    1 

11 

4453 

5010 

316491 

1804827         133828     11469 

26707 

2003  :     1810 

75    8    1 

285 

694 

213          46 

0  10    0 

10878 

7238 

760704 

6569-<:7 

18574350 

16i-9669   277419 

36021 

17632     16219 

2502  11    2 

various  classes  of  Soc 

ieties  for  previous  Year 

(1916), 

statistics  for  tables  showing  incr 

^aies  of  membership,  &c. 

10230 

2933 

£ 
680659 

216143 

1^^ 
1397572'2 

£ 
1605640 

£ 
237712 

£ 

10288 

£     \      £ 
1119B  '  11694 

£    s.    d. 
2175    9    8 

15 

4541 

3684 
367 

309210 

1562917 
664 

116608 
59 

10307 
39 

23430 

1618       1602 

75  14  10 
0  10    0 

10245 

7474     634700 

25353 

15629303 

1622107   248058 

83718 

15811     13196 

1 

2251  14    6 

724 


Betubn  of  Tbadb,  Ac,  fob 


NORTHERN 

RETURN   OP    TRADE,  &c.,  of  Co-operative  Societies  in  the  Counties  of 

Riding  op  Yobkbhibe,  for  1917,  arranged 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  return,    b  These  partinnlarsAre  taken 

this  o£Qce  or 


NAUB   OF   SOaiETY. 


^0     1 . — NORTH     NORTHUM- 
BRRI.AND   DlSTRIOT — 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 

Amble 

Ashinirton  Equitable  .... 
.,         Industrial    . . . 

Bebside 

Bedlington 

aBlyth — Centrallndustrial 
riive  Industrial. 

Broomhill  . .    

Cambois 

Choppington    

Felton 

Guide  Post 

Hedgeley    

Howick 

Newbiggin-by-the-Sea   . . 

New  Delaval   

Otterburn     

Pegswood 

Radcliffe 

oSea  Houses  &  N.  S'land. 
aTogston  Ter.  &  Bro'mh'l. 
aTweedside    

Widdrington    

District  Total  for  1917 

Totals,  previovs  jii'ar  (1916) 


No.  of 
Mem- 
beri. 


1970 
925 

6149 
634 

2498 

2284 
401 

UOO 
610 
520 
112 
8.38 
801 
460 

2117 

1038 
162 
784 
41.5 
280 
160 

2836 
414 


UABILITIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


Loans, 
Includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fund. 


"508 


•25410 


930 

720 

4991 

41418 

6060 

861 
2119 

384 
1112 
2457 
7350 
2187 


£ 

30177 
10031 
131778 

8621 
37746 
46022 

2720 
22379 
17230 

3809 

625 

13335 

9434 

6756 
50558 
22203 

1297 
14459 

6659 

3411 

2652 
26258 

2769 


170929 


27131 

11.586 
105891 
554495 

19895 
8.537 

72674 
8329 

22474 

24223 
123751 

24792 


114 

4369 

537 

309 

20075 

695 

1695 

658 

"92 
432 

407 

72i0 

30 

432 


1048 

15.53 

5796 

333 

1876 

2292 

11 

1356 

125 

252 

112 

946 

436 

a>6 

1974 

188 

32 


3238  I  1395 

. .     I  396 

26  !  75 

..     i  141 

67  3306 
6219 


.52710 


1144 

a59 

45123 

120221 

34850 

2293 
408 
822 

2660 
11797 

6210 


2498:? 


24099 


12.59 
mi 

6473 
13116 
633 
I  56() 
[  1742 
'  240 
!     813 

2293 
1  8262 

1161 


Value  of 

Land, 
BIdings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stodc 


8246 
7325 

35771 
3489 

1.5638 

141.56 
1229 
5751 
4136 
2762 
1033 
.50.52 

13650 
1317 

10.538 
4095 
788 
48:54 
2;i56 
1.594 
1711 
8479 
2310 


1,56860 


1 39-190 


No.   2 — South   Northuh- 

iiKRLAND  District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Backworth 

Coxlodge  and  Fawdon  . 

Cramltngton 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  . . 

North  Shields    

St.  Anthony's 

Seaton  Delaval 

SeghiU  

Shiremoor 

Walker-on-Tyne  

Wallsend    

Willington  Q.  &  Howden 

Retail  Sors.  Total  for  1 91 7  70589    1003778   226.393   37195   247154   261773   197288   693726   30474 


7356 
53:?4 

28764 
115913 

15117 
:5662 

18835 
2.321 
4155 
8545 

2t)130 

11022 


(i7&8 

3301 

26145 

605 

19468 

10149 

2151 

4492 

2686 

415 

2531 

i830 

'264 

i:J929 

1390 

831 

3094 

360 

894 

166 

6312 


Hoase 
i'rop- 
ertjr. 


545 
563 
20352 
173 
6642 


404 
3613 


869 
190 


17533 
7189 


1109 


All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 


106801      60016 


116976 


2.52755 


62291 


5094       6170 

3096         8&5 

18627       9072 

149585    111684 

28110  I      985 

468 


11776 

073 

4550 

5039 

22609 

12140 


8751 

an  5 

.5213 
48490 
3773 


17652 
6084 

65068 
5388 

21262 

25.356 
748 

16845 
8048 
1347 
201 
6659 
1900 
66:B2 

19154 

|9a30 
1325 

11306 
5032 
1280 
1071 

14718 
7849 


244583 


12618 

5580 
110777 
406128 
12258 

5768 
36582 

6427 
15010 
13:579 
62004 

7200 


656 

50 

1135 

510 

5599 

138:5 

516 

150 

675 

488 

700 

570 

184 

1525^ 

1404 

240 

619 

1.58 

117 

110 

2381 

246 


19316 


19103 


684 
693 

2756 
16087 

1976 

499.3 
:562 
547 

525 
1824 


1917,  Northern 

Section. 
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SECTION. 

Northumberland, 

Cumberland, 

Durham,  Westmorland,    anc 

the 

North 

in  their  respective  Conference  Districts. 

fr 

Dm  the  Registrar's  Retuvn  for  1916.    e  These  societies  have  not  made  a  return  either  to               | 

th 

e  ReRistrnr. 

No.ot 

Sftleries  and 

PROFIT. 

Employees  on 
Dec.  81sC. 

Wages. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

In- 
terest 

on 
Share 
Capital 

Aver- 
age 
Divi- 
dend 
per  d. 

Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions.                1 

1 

Distri 
butlve. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

DiBtrl- 
liutjve. 

Pro- 
ductve. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur 

Chari- 
table 
fat 

Cooperative 
Union. 

;     1 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    9.  d. 

1 

57 

20 

3600 

1295 

91244 

10230 

1317 

2    0 

__ 

20 

10    4    0 

2 

27 

26 

2848 

4427 

57049 

3424 

482 

1     2 

26 

5     0    1 

3 

206 

72 

15293 

6041 

326022 

27.349 

0361 

1     2 

300 

138 

29  10    5 

i 

17 

5 

1534 

207 

39204 

■      3448 

393 

1     6 

21 

3    4    9 

') 

80 

36 

5811 

220'J 

128519 

13034 

1795 

1     8 

733 

12    6    4 

(i 

73 

34 

3218 

1001 

1012.32 

13605 

2137 

2    li 

02 

11  17  11 

7 

s 

559 

8332 

e272 

114 

0    9 

1  19  10 

8 

35 

'18 

2557 

737 

60794 

7791 

993 

2    5 

■33 

5    4    2 

n 

IS 

11 

1 697 

721 

48060 

5205 

815 

1     9J 

12 

3    3    8 

10 

16 

2 

808 

128 

22447 

2434 

177 

1  m 

2 

2  11     8 

11 

2 

131 

5834 

344 

28 

1     6 

0  13    9 

12 

23 

5 

1080 

192 

49776 

4675 

025 

1  8i;    . 

"7 

3  19  11 

13 

22 

1160 

89720 

2750 

411 

1  lOj! 

8 

3  13    9 

14 

10 

524 

1 7501 

2083 

270 

3      0;         . 

24 

2    8    2 

15 

68 

'23 

.5067 

1848 

125187 

11988 

2337 

1     7i'       . 

47 

10  14    8 

10 

26 

9 

2480 

598 

59340 

5714 

1114 

1     7i        . 

12 

5    5    0 

17 

4 

228 

0594 

501 

59 

18  1       . 

1 

0  13    7 

18 

26 

"8 

19.54 

402 

63301 

6307 

675 

20!       . 

'13 

18 

3  18    1 

19 

14 

1 

1075 

CO 

24011 

3077 

300 

2    3 

12 

2    3    3 

20 

5 

303 

9142 

1321 

124 

2    7 

3 

1     9    2 

21 

6 

.387 

7511 

1035 

117 

2  0     ; 

3 

0  16    2 

22 

48 

'25 

2837 

18.56 

91897 

1 0:^44 

1010 

2     3i        . 

44 

14  17  10 

23 

10 

3 

811 

26 

27907 

3253 

142 

2     3t!       . 

•I 

8 

801 

298 

56628 

22408 

1400870 

tl  40.572 

21802 

.. 

313 

1234 

135  16    2 

803 

330 

.51363 

19590 

1301015 

100574 

20035 

75 

314 

1014 

128    8    1 

1 

3^ 

7 

3103 

438 

77513 

10890 

1265 

2    4J 

10 

35 

4  14    8 

2 

21 

1932 

54124 

5050 

539 

1     5i 

• 

28 

3  13    6 

3 

147 

■53 

13883 

5050 

320645 

39086 

.5142 

1  11 

'11 

98 

25    2  10 

4 

1100 

253 

73491 

14508 

1599410 

178272 

25508 

1     8 

79 

338 

187  12    0 

5 

130 

17 

7136 

16.58 

165300 

12371 

825 

1     4i 

1  io| 

131 

15 

25  10    4 

6 

21 

1634 

35904 

3908 

385 

6 

4    4    7 

7 

77 

'41 

8074 

1995 

156472 

16551 

3513 

1    9i 

52 

1018    6 

8 

12 

663 

24401 

3384 

394 

2    3 

17 

1  16    0 

1) 

31 

5 

2035 

334 

70095 

11739 

1098 

2    6 

40 

5  12    6 

10 

65 

11 

3950 

760 

100840 

11541 

938 

1  lOi 

28 

11  11     7 

11 

186 

55 

11868 

4294 

297880 

30600 

5901 

1     7J 

240 

818 

35  14    2 

12 

56 

12 

4356 

865 

103800 

10110 

11.33 

1     8i 

50 

30 

10  14    2 

1878 

454 

132125 

29902 

3018990 

334174 

46701  j     .. 

..     i     521 

1.511 

327  10  10 

Tioss.        t  Before  deduetiiiK  tlie  loss  of  £272. 
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Retukn  of  Trade,  &c.,  for 


MAUE  OF   SOOIETT. 


South  Northumbkbland 

DisT. — Con. 

Productive  Societies  :— 

Co- operative  Lauudries — 

Newcastle-on-Tyue  . . . 

Newcagtle-oii-T. —  House 

hold  Furnishing 


Produc.  Socs.  Total  for  191 7 
District  Total  for  1917 

Retail  Societies  Total  tor 
previov s  year  (1916)   . 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1916)   . 

District  Total  tor  vrevwvs 
year  (1916) 


No.  3 — Cumberland    and 

Westmorland  Dist. — 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Aspatria 

Broughton  Moor 

Carlisle 

Cleator  Moor 

Dalston 

Egremont 

Houghton  

Keswick 

Lazonby  

Longtown 

Maryport  

Naworth  Collieries 

Penrith 

Tebay  

Upperby 

Warwick  Bridge 

Wigton 

Workington  Beehivn   . . . 
Industrial   . 

District  Total  for  1917 

Totals,  previous  year  (1016; 


No.  4 — West  Durham  and 

SOtTH   NTHUMBERLAND 

District — 
Retail  Distrib  Societies— 

Allendale    

Alston 

Annfleld  Plain 

Blaydon 

Bumopfleld   

Coanwood 

Consett 

Esh 

Fourstones  &  Newbrougb 

Oreenhead   

aHaltwhistle    

Haydon  Bridge 


No.  oi 
Mem- 
bcii. 


58 
121 


^0768 


62668 

178 

(i2846 


2287 

141 

11546 

7364 
451 

1765 

84 

753 

528 

548 

5026 
471 

1758 
251 
114 
150 
404 

3435 

2872 


39!»48 
36980 


376 

9107 
14620 

2133 
272 

3228 
769 
441 
314 

1103 
3S8 


UABILIX1E8. 


8b>r« 
CspiUl. 


17064 
6363 


23427 


1027205 


975127 
22793 
997920 


24563 

921 

155635 

124587 

5610 

47.M7 

812 

8981 

7206 

5067 

42000 

3453 

21556 

1990 

437 

1854 

2749 

37077 

42205 


534310 


51.5292 


7074 

986 

214424 

:W0986 

62304 

2219 

67685 

18668 

3719 

3495 

24428 

5171 


Loans, 
Includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


36109 
25710 


61819 


288212 


211686 
55189 
266875 


67 

387 

1486 

LOS 

'41 
.525 
103 

79 
20910 


4 
1849 


26522 


5322 

1284S 
.3696 


83 


Re- 

•erre 
Fond. 


2854 
718 


40767 


30102 
3241 
.«:?43 


1713 

140 

iaV25 

5400 

216 

1049 

03 

701 

507 

399 

4197 

2 

1:542 

38 

108 

271 

267 

1394 

1982 


30309 


8-12 

82 

11383 

4634 

1990 

250 

2590 

773 

284 

285 

747 

41 


Value  of 

Land, 

Bldings, 

Machin- 

f .  and 


2480 
4491 
6971 


2.54125 


241355 

5740 

247095 


10471 

787 

57158 

30005 

2009 

11096 

298 

30.55 

1763 

1858 

2.3338 

1479 

7460 

1 566 

247 

528 

12.50 

15672 

15140 


185180 


168846 


1970 

300 

51923 

27978 

9992 

797 

14*59 

4909 

1700 

2709 

.5524 

2202 


20636 
30010 


312419 


277626 
52220 
329846 


6083 

525 

61943 

19998 

046 

7597 

765 

1059 

760 

326 

1)556 

1180 

6568 

067 

2 

305 

730 

1 0895 

1 3560 


14.!825 


819 

409 

25696 

40602 

11652 

392 

15126 

4816 

83 

443 

;J876 


Owing 
to  the 

Society 

for 
Qoods. 


197288 


196761 


196761 


3237 

2121 
1613 

776 
48.*?4 

100 
2616 

378 

1750 

112.38 

955 
2201 

111 


2427 
3:}88 


34907 
101399 
17378 

17737 

1685 

36 

588 


32639 

79 


726144 


641299 
25445 
666744 


0003 

787 

54649 

74045 

2577 

24909 

175 

2370 

4669 

2026 

31471 

764 

7832 

922 

.568 

1720 

1959 

19882 

18638 


259372 


254301 


5.500 

742 

134891 

182591 

32110 

1137 

25140 

10177 

3103 

971 

1 .5272 

1407 


1!)93 
35:J0 


5123 


35570 


18934 
5130 
24064 


828 

130 

141)62 

14368 

312 

3094 
162 
800 
864 
132 

2958 
768 

3020 

117 

58 

427 

2719 
3692 


777 

25 

9873 

2775 

1602 

627 
2243 
2316 

326 

316 
2.390 

329 


1917, 

NoBTHBBN  Section. 
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No 

of 

Salaries  and 

PHOFIT. 

Employ 
Dec. 

ees  on 

Bl8t. 

Wage*. 

Salei 

diirine  the 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

In- 
terest 

on 
Share 
CapiUl 

Aver- 

Di^v*- 
dend 
per£. 

Bonni 

on 
Wages. 

Bnbseriptlons. 

Distri. 
bDtlTe. 

Pro 
ductre. 

! 

Dlstri-    1     Pro- 
bative.    duotlTe. 

Sdnea- 
tional 
Pur- 

Chari- 
table   Co-operattTa 
Pur          Union. 

poses. 

poses. 

S. 

& 

S. 

& 

£ 

s.   d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£   8.    d. 

13 

210 

9(J67 

28498 

tm 

849 

1     0 

7 

0  15    0 

i4 

70 

(U29 

15866 

el  09 

.. 

1     0    0 

280 

15196 

44364 

t2727 

840 

7 

1  15    0 

1878 

734 

132125 

45098 

3063354 

t336001 

47550 

521 

1518 

329    5  10 

1»'J4 

371 

112858 

28223 

2507316 

348005 

44970 

416 

1414 

288  14    3 

299 

16398 

4G063 

2016 

840 

0 

1  15    0 

1094 

670 

112858 

44621 

2643370 

3.50111 

45816 

416 

1450 

200    9    3 

1 

4t 

18 

2977 

1215 

822;il 

80a5 

1132 

1     8 

00 

11  15    0 

% 

2 

223 

7419 

1100 

41 

2  lOJ 

0 

0    5    0 

3 

3.J7 

94 

24059 

6752 

486520 

54760 

G(X)] 

2    0 

143 

102 

53    3    0 

4 

173 

41 

14388 

3890 

329675 

36078 

5265 

1  11 

98 

168 

35  14    4 

a 

/ 

499 

1^7574 

900 

266 

1     Q\ 

3 

2    0    (i 

G 

48 

20 

3633 

1289 

8<.»687 

8873 

1887 

1     9 

27 

54 

8  15    4 

7 

1 

212 

4650 

285 

35 

2    0 

21 

1 

0    0   (■> 

8 

14 

4 

771 

131 

17219 

2078 

347 

2    0 

1 

3  17    0 

!) 

10 

772 

27001 

1801 

345 

2    4 

5 

2  12  11 

10 

6 

573 

20734 

1778 

230 

1     6 

3 

2  15    5 

il 

107 

52 

7641 

2851 

180240 

20552 

1952 

2    0 

181 

123 

25  12    7 

\t 

11 

3 

751 

142 

21476 

1280 

100 

1     9^ 

2 

2    3    0 

13 

35 

0 

1907 

340 

55931 

4540 

853 

1     7 

40 

22 

814    7 

14 

7 

409 

9802 

eb<d 

95 

I     5    0 

li> 

2 

153 

6650 

090 

13 

2    7 

3 

10 

;) 

272 

9419 

703 

71 

2    2 

17 

8 

502 

26201 

1467 

120 

2    0 

11 

4    4    2 

18 

71 

28 

4513 

14^15 

120597 

12180 

1018 

2    3 

50 

51 

14  13    0 

19 

70 

32 

4803 

1998 

121002 

13913 

1704 

2    li 

141 

58 

13  14    7 

978 

298 

69060 

20053 

1634074 

1171081 

22447 

21 

740 

073 

192    1  11 

801 

295 

61636 

18030 

1408005 

179303 

21201 

19 

746 

595 

180    3    8 

1 

11 

613 

31017 

1041 

267 

2     0 

0 

3    3    1 

2 

4 

175 

4020 

336 

36 

1   11 

14    5 

3 

308 

64 

23633 

2834 

627442 

103181 

10333 

3    ^ 

44  15    0 

4 

301 

66 

22381 

5767 

600118 

82928 

11523 

2    0 

1000 

2123 

66    8    8 

6 

62 

16 

6009 

1720 

151226 

18037 

2900 

2    2 

174 

41 

6 

0 

307 

10628 

1552 

69 

3    2 

2 

19    0 

7 

76 

17 

5440 

1023 

121148 

10017 

2984 

1     0 

225 

37 

16    1     4 

8 

22 

3 

1668 

143 

53056 

8542 

858 

3    2i 

17 

4    0    3 

0 

7 

458 

13733 

1477 

158 

2    0 

2    5    1 

10 

9 

614 

17631 

1660 

166 

2  11 

1 

1  12    1 

11 

20 

10 

1422 

611 

53609 

9395 

1011 

3    5 

44 

5  17    1 

12 

7 

3 

469 

127 

1 0550 

1483 

241 

1  10 

a 

118    3 

Loss.       t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  X109.      J  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  ^59. 
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Retukn  ok  Tkadk,  &c.,  kou 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


No.  of 
Hem- 
ben. 


West  Durham  and  South 

Northumberland 

District — Con. 

Leadgate    '  2S:?9 

Nenthead ;    118 

Swalwell 11 06 

Tantobie I    601 

Throekley !  2188 

West  Stanley    4750 

West  Wylam  &  Prudhoe .    4025 
Whitfield    143 


iletail  Sors.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Sooieties : — 

Co-operative  Bakeries  . . 

aDerwent  Flour  Mill    ■  • . . 


50227 


hb 
hlO 


I'rodiic.  Sots.  Tdtal  forlfllTi    hi5 


District  Total  for  1917150242 


lietail    Socielies    Total,    for 
previous  near  O  91 6)   . 

Productive  Societies!  Total  for 
pri'vious  t/ear  (IdlQ)  ... 

Distrift   Total  for   previoii 
;/car(l916; 


No.  5 — East  Durham  Dis 

TRirr — 
Retail  Distrlb.  Societies — 

Uirtley    

Boldon 

Chester-le-Street 

Craghead  and  Holmside.. 

Felling  Industrial 

Felling  Shore,  Hew'th,  <fec 

Oateshead    

Haswell 

Hebburn  Colliery 

Jarrow  and  Hebburn    . . 

Marsden 

Murton  Colliery    

Pelton  Fell    

Ryhope  and  Silksworth. 

Seaham  Harbour   

South  Hetton  Amicable. 

South  Shields   

Sunderland 

Tyne  Dock    

West  Pelton   

Windy  Nook 


District  Total  for  1917 
Totals,  prcriovs  year  (1916) 


456(iO 

15 

45675 


5800 
4207 
5671 

615 
1824 

973 
1669C 
3406 

412 
8982 

359 
2190 

004 
11  Ml 
a770 

309 
5754 
20714 
2102 
1609 
1797 


99555 


93711 


LIABILITIES. 


Share 
CaplUl. 


48106 

497 

16900 

2.5133 

48.J74 

1 351 78 

109307 

1054 


1096458 


1711 
18277 


1110446 


1080849 

19988 

1100837 


98926 
72118 

107873 
15127 
23610 
14008 

219997 

49310 

1970 

159053 

5959 

44218 

12772 

150113 
43034 
2(>50 
58708 
89750 
27009 
47572 
32816 


1337865 


1315800 


Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fund. 


Value  of 
Value  ofL^"t' 

ivT  iMachin- 

Trade     *"■?•  '"'' 

Stock. 


153 
628:J 

953 

22170 

7865 

4563 


a5758 


44009 


4189 
26728 


96075 


0.3486 
30304 
93879 


29503 
3300 
7018 

1429 

4400 
17298 
108 
12103 
289 
2502 
287 

7494 
506 

5892 
101345 

2096 
632 

2350 


198738 


193311 


5173 

113 

13 

300 

3171 

4147 

7132 

236 


House 
Prop- 
erty. 


AU 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Soeletr 
for' 
Ooods. 


12484 

559 

3709 

35.58 

15082 

24712 

27409 

811 


213347 


429 
12530 


500     129f)5 


45109   220312 


;5M15 

.300 

39715 


.5510 
2741 

S202 
10.52 
1294 
1107 
12092 
5291 

387 
15095 

391 
3583 

290 
11233 
133] 

190 
2381 
15.59 

832 
1383 
1932 


r7876 


•5761 


200831 
13039 
213870 


45540 
2:i279 
33482 

3&>2 

8922 

5720 
54.3&S 
28496 

1432 
44559 

2:567 
14347 

5131 
81051 
2.51.59 

1947 
26814 
.51480 

7407 
12895 
10788 


489062 


447667 


10399 

3853 

4455 

9740 

42477 

18.305 

120 


i»a40 


3253 
13276 


•210669 


207762 
15700 
223462 


41477 

1.5128 

30025 

7147 

3532 

2044 

40311 

24559 

938 

37277 

2080 

2028 

1687 

42400 

18093 

1593 

21574 

05901 

10165 

16144 

0209 


390462 


418244 


4967 

2860 

0933 

10415 

14897 

23084 


238550 


2.38556 


252829 


252829 


18794 
5583 
20909 


50616 


31350 

803 

4739 

1295 

1736 

1104 
79999 
3663 
5413 
6378 


232388 


25-304 
240 
16584 
121.55 
41225 
74748 
5075.5 
1393 


0414.54 


3018 
17926 


20944 


662:}98 


614403 
19777 
634240 


22773 
38417 
95380 

6937 
1.5140 

9914 

119000 

17057 

787 

88924 

1774 
32490 

Gii28 
8SI819 
17901 
457 
20741 
19179 

9383 
15471 
13015 


641493 


060827 


£ 

5363 

200 

140:} 

403 

2864 

2081 

5050 

3 


U572 


382 
3033 


.3415 


14987 


49992 
3204 
53196 


14728 

2996 

14528 

2.34 

1.562 

312 

128 

6469 

187 

10255 

261 

670 

674 

1182 

1072 

295 

4202 

4593 

2235 

1458 

2204 


70245 


71320 


No.  6— South  Durham 
District — 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 

Bearpark   248 

Bishop  Auckland   19885 

Brandon  and  Byshottles. '  1612 
Comforth  and  Coxhoe  . . ;  2;<59 
Crook    I  0271 


2145 

469280 

41772 

54889 

174882 


316 


831 
5025 


20 

25.537 

4018 

13.38 

554 


1285 


10187 
10295 
28234 


570 
62324 
10541 
13198 
157:J2 


13915;? 

5235 

7113 

18419 


973 
212988 
21552 
26545 
1.33.58 


1.55 
11241 
4614 
1378 
21 425 


/i  Societies. 


1917, 
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No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

Kmplojecs  on 
Dec.  Slat. 

Wages. 

Salea 

dniing  the 

Year. 

Met 
Profit. 

In-      Arer- 

tereat      age 

on        DItI- 

Snbscriptions. 

Digtrl- 

Pro- 

Diatri- 

Pro- 

Bonus               I 
on       Educa- 1 

Bhari- 

butive.  1 

laotve. 

butire. 

ductive. 

Share     dend 

Wages. 

ional 

table    Co-operatlTa 
Pur           Union. 

1 

Capital;  per  £.  | 

Pur- 

i 

1 

!         1 

poses. 

[loses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.     d. 

13 

74 

14 

5502 

790 

162594 

23148 

2357 

2  10 

40 

13    7    0 

14 

3 

188 

4750 

283 

21 

1     9 

2 

12    0    0 

16 

34 

"io 

2680 

704 

7530S 

10000 

860 

2    4i 

■40 

117 

6  17    9 

16 

20 

2 

2128 

161 

48141 

3889 

1219 

1     0 

39 

12 

3    4    7 

17 

75 

\Ar 

5395 

2224 

156724 

19014 

2111 

2    3 

213 

35 

11     5    1 

18 

172 

3(i 

10744 

1755 

302980 

28401 

6548 

1     0 

210 

71 

21  18  10 

19 

124 

47 

9125 

3523 

267865 

39669 

4600 

2    7 

270 

38 

24  17    0 

20 
21 

4 

I 

229 

66 

10053 

770 

74 

2  lOi 

0  13    3 

1339 

308 

99180 

21454 

2738304 

3(i6032 

48402 

2171 

2591 

241  17    9 

1.'. 

1347 

13247 

1322 

86 

1     6 

1 

1     1     0 

22 

49 

4364 

229218 

3408 

914 

0    3 

7 

2    2    0 

64 

5711 

242465 

4730 

1000 

8 

3    3    0 

1339 

372 

99180 

27165 

2980760 

370762 

49402 

2171 

2599 

245    0    9 

1285 

316 

85752 

21005 

2346034 

420307 

46850 

2007 

492 

200  11     4 

68 

5782 

243021 

4229 

1000 

7 

3    3    0 

1285 

384 

85752 

26787 

2589055 

424536 

47856 

2007 

499 

209  14    4 

1 

221 

75 

10483 

5879 

364001 

54869 

4024 

2    5 

7 

23 

104 

20    0    3 

2 

96 

4 

7914 

260 

227222 

33119 

3421 

2    9 

19 

99 

21     0    2 

3 

179 

73 

15747 

4085 

376660 

52073 

6814 

2    4i 

164 

125 

29    1     2 

4 

17 

r, 

1797 

322 

52931 

7842 

733 

2     9 

0 

2 

3    2    7 

5 

43 

3 

2504 

68 

70353 

10735 

112;5 

2     0 

23 

9  10    0 

0 

20 

2 

1080 

74 

62e9(> 

7453 

690 

I  Hi 

13 

4  19    7 

7 

477 

05 

31699 

6623 

764663 

85965 

10529 

1  111 

416 

77    7    4 

8 

92 

32 

7723 

2139 

171683 

23791 

2297 

2     43 

97 

17    9    8 

ft 

0 

700 

16105 

1970 

88 

2     6 

2 

2    0  11 

10 

287 

75 

15192 

6719 

507792 

77787 

7807 

2    0 

.541 

120 

42  13    5 

11 

« 

3 

822 

109 

23384 

3162 

271 

1 

1  16    5 

12 

80 

0 

5929 

380 

14148:j 

19295 

2071 

2' '4 

"s 

28 

11     4  10 

13 

23 

7 

1957 

400 

64473 

9082 

580 

2    8 

47 

3    8    0 

14 

280 

82 

17017 

7108 

680740 

123058 

8210 

3    3 

'm 

128;? 

62    8    9 

15 

111 

11 

7773 

1137 

169350 

22070 

2171 

2     7^- 

2 

59 

17    6    2 

16 

7 

2 

538 

35 

15334 

1753 

117 

2    li 

2 

1     8  10 

17 

189 

10 

10207 

900 

254203 

29094 

2020 

2    0 

70 

29    0    4 

18 

485 

118 

24721 

7890 

511008 

22098 

4128 

1     0 

745 

210 

102    0    <■) 

19 

f)5 

0 

3250 

189 

79089 

1042(1 

1374 

2    13 

23 

10    5    0 

20 

12 

5112 

923 

109812 

13140 

2358 

2    li 

29 

8    3  10 

21 

'08 

2 

4270 

245 

112546 

14650 

1522 

2    5 

31 

8    9    0 

2760 

599 

183347 

45023 

4782734 

625232 

62948 

7 

1576 

2798 

489    9    9 

2038 

034 

163871 

45710 

4057504 

663091 

59373 

1112 

2109 

2306 

457    0  10 

1 

7 

1 

510 

49 

17492 

2081 

104 

2    0 

15    0 

2 

461 

132 

32476 

9300 

908038 

112841 

2:}350 

2    0 

186 

101    5    1 

3 

ir48 

20 

4440 

1893 

141718 

22528 

2000 

2    8 

"1 

51      8    4    2  1 

4 

05 

18 

5435 

2328 

130498 

150.50 

2.')04 

1  IIJ 

I   ■.; 

52       11  18    4 

5 

132 

47 

9908 

4650 

355007 

41060 

6665 

2    0 

15         77       29  17  11 

780 

Retubk  op  Trade,  &c.,  for 

' 

UAHILIXUW. 

1 
AS8BTS. 

NAUK   OF  SOOIETT. 

No.  of 
Mem- 
ban. 

btaara 
CapiUl. 

Inolad- 
inguiy 
OTer- 
draft 
from 
Buk. 

B«- 

■erre 
Fund. 

Taloeol 

Stock 

Id 
Trade. 

Value  of 
Land, 
Sidings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Kixed 
Stock. 

InTeatmantt. 

Owing 
to  ttio 
Society 

for 
Ooodi. 

Houio      J^„ 
"''•      mtnta. 

South  Durham 
District— Con. 

2209 
810 
235 
2440 
412 
2550 
1186 
1589 
4400 
1831 
1688 
1541 
2083 
2107 
2216 

& 

43502 
12277 
712 
45864 
8966 
50735 
22613 
30280 
76965 
40347 
30561 
37465 
20717 
27256 
57072 

£ 

1592 

934 

1.300 

1061 

385 

7494 
420 

1304 
2540 
1832 
11 
1446 
5983 

£ 

714 
402 

2052 

403 

1810 

363 

2348 

4694 

1295 

1493 

1000 

1821 

836 

1317 

£ 

6926 

4765 

489 

14093 

2902 

21532 

8744 

11881 

29136 

15269 

10553 

8433 

7257 

8497 

14285 

£ 

9914 
2598 
1541 

11055 
688 

15160 
4014 
5101 

14982 
7176 
7317 
2906 
4345 
7882 
5623 

£          £ 

30611       2636 

1981       4192 

361 

4849     22062 

923  1    5964 

1340  1  16317 

£ 

14iB0 
1296 

536 
1061 

345 
.^378 

915 
1445 
7828 
1413 

494 

1943 

74 

1818 

1949 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

10 

17 

18 

19 

20 

1 
2 

S 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

IS 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 
20 

Easington  Lane   

Franiwellgate  Moor 

Hetton  Downs   

New  Brancepeth 

2880 
3875 
1450 
35.54 
1993 
4378 

8194 

16482 
14878 
387P0 
19393 
16774 
27108 
13864 
17134 
40160 

Sherburn  Hill  

Stanhope  and  Weardale . 
Station  Town   

Tiidhoe  Colliery  

West  Cornforth    

Willington   

District  Total  for  1917 

Totals,  preriovs  t/mr  (1916) 

57672 

124&300 

32473 

r>20]5 

346746 

202667 

235948 

631.531 

64788 

55595 

1216296 

31806 

38468 

304514 

212673 

246684 

628603 

57229 

No.  7. — South  Durham  & 
North       Ridinq       of 
Yorkshire  Dist. — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies- 
Barnard  Castle 

Castle  Howard  

1088 

383 

15086 

4385 

401 

1790 

12143 

469 

926 

394 

25999 

982 

623 

1909 

20293 

1341 

498 

1807 

9178 

3408 

116210 

01626 
3077 

34i)92 

94698 
4a30 
6907 
4578 
2aS874 
6648 
3(509 

15619 
205614 

.30605 
3362 
6564 

3285 

.'i004 

6 

1669 

53807 

\im 

801 

10020 

113 

408 

490 

13781 

735 

736 

1128 

880 
220 

7205 

5664 
116 
583 
15549 
113 
455 
209 
15934 
484 
245 

1372 
14137 

1650 
2.50 
407 

.3153 
1275 

59520 

16499 

676 

6652 

50469 
1774 
3643 
lOSK) 
122418 
3115 
2166 
8453 

91300 
7544 
1363 
31.55 

3296 

128 

28961 

13256 

203 

4143 

97611 

1178 

2592 

100060 
602 
1485 
2713 
71143 
3039 
1950 
1964 

100 

13693 

12042 

182 

6772 

24090 

145 
18160 

1290 

43291 

1999 

106 

618 

3.508 

1837 

36093 

36322 

2748 

20156 

143.53 

1075 

2864 

3244 

35289 

36.38 

1084 

.5714 

58265 

21586 

1227 

2850 

1314 

826 

2336 

2232 

14i3 
6626 
622 
366 
178 
1788 
290 
32 

174 

1103 

260 

227 

Bast  Cleveland 

Orosmont 

Guisborougli    

Hartlepools   

Kirlcby  Stephen  

Malton  and  Norton 

Marsl<e-by-the-8ea   

Middlesbrough 

Northallerton    

Pickering   

Skelton 

Stockton  on- Tees   

Teesdale  Workmen's 

Thirsk 

Whitby 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Societies  : — 
Brandsby  Agricul.  Trad'g 
NorthaUerton  Corn  Mill. 

Produc.  SocH.  Total  for  1 917 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail    Societies    Total    for 
previovs  year  (19X6) 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  0  916)   

District  Total  for  previous 
>/«ar  (1916) 

90017 

814199 

93129 

65473 

385165 

.334901 

122488 

2518.53 

20564 

352 

478 

5068 
1709 

821 
24 

826 

2657 
223 

1779 
2804 

1914 
17 

3659 
1859 

830 

6777 

845 

826 

2880 

4683 

1931 

5518 

90847 

820976 

93974 

66299 

388045 

339484 

122488 

253784 

26082 

833.S0 

734 

84064 

791003 

i-'133 

796136 

86799 
1731 
88530 

68881 

568 

69449 

328519 

.31.57 

331676 

322995 

4488 

'?27483 

125121 
125121 

295957 

546 

296503 

17991 
6157 
24148 

1917, 

NOK'l 

HERN  Section. 

731 

No.  of 

Salsriei  and 

PROFIT. 

Kmployees  on 
Dec.  81st. 

Wagei. 

Sales 

1 

Sobtcriptions. 

daring  the 
Year. 

In- 

jjjj         terest 

Aver- 

Bonus    - 

Pistri- 

Pro 

Distrl- 

Pro. 

ftoflt        „^" 

Divi- 

on      Educal  Chari- ;                         | 

but)  re. 

luctre. 

boUve. 

daetiTe. 

"""'•       Share 

dend 

Wages,    tional  \ 

table  (Co-operative     1 
Par    1       On. on. 

Capital 

per£. 

Par- 

' 

1 

poses.  1  poses.  1                         1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    |s.  d. 

i 
£           £ 

£          £     S.    d. 

f) 

46 

13 

2903 

747 

07421 

7907 

2237 

1     0 

88 

31 

11  10    7 

7 

25 

4 

1521 

391 

44239 

5030 

590 

2    5i 

7 

4    4    3 

8 

5 

349  1 

3804 

il32 

30 

1     4    1 

9 

}>0 

'14 

492:^  !     1382 

143411 

19878 

2096 

2' '81 

262 

11  11     6 

10 

10 

6 

864  1      26.'-. 

27390 

3908 

382 

2  lOJ 

4 

2    1     3 

11 

87 

20 

6!)49  !     1892 

166573 

23740 

2424 

2    61 

22 

13  10    0 

}l 

40 

10 

2725         055 

83294 

12620 

1032 

3    0" 

20 

5  17    9 

13 

57 

9 

4201         811 

103078 

16030 

1348 

3    li 

65 

8    5    1 

14 

119 

32 

7279       3536 

301232 

44730 

3369 

2    8 

56 

21  17    6 

15 

44 

2856 

76095 

7282 

1473 

1     8 

16 

9    4    7 

16 

60 

"o 

4117  1      581 

94954 

10058 

1388 

1  lOi 

8 

7    7    4 

17 

42 

14 

2761   !    1022 

722'>2 

9824 

1.552 

2    4 

"2 

51 

7  14    8 

18 

57 

3 

4(524  .      271 

113029 

12481 

989 

2    0 

40 

11     2    0 

19 

41 

16 

4311          584 

133622 

16784 

1348 

2    2 

19 

11     3  10 

20 

57 

20 

3767       1289 

102246 

13404 

2780 

2    li 

"2 

35 

11     7    0 

1506 

391 

106919     31945 

3092059 

+308430 

57727 

108 

965 

290  12    5 

1501 

390 

99634 

31516 

262ft378 

431015 

54086 

146 

960 

275  14  10 

1 

15 

1 
1014;       .. 

.■!(5270 

2542 

429 

1  10 

11 

5  12    9 

2 

8 

527  i       .. 

l.-)388 

811 

156 

1     8 

■'6 

3 

1  17    0 

3 

280 

■42 

20168       3493 

419561 

42808 

4562 

1     9 

108 

459 

120 

72    5    5 

4 

113 

21 

8220       1965 

215718 

28701 

2427 

2    3i 

127 

463 

21     0    0 

•'> 

5 

1 

359  1         84 

12121 

1316 

143 

2    1 

16 

1  19    6 

f< 

46 

4 

3563  1       233 

87869 

8885 

1296 

1     8 

'17 

20 

817    1 

" 

392 

97 

25552       8004 

529!k'56 

58476 

4722 

1  lOJ 

203 

59  10    0 

8 

7 

515 

15080 

989 

l(i4 

1     5 

2    0    6 

!( 

21 

"1 

8(52  i        93 

22484 

2325 

223 

1  11 

']6 

"4 

4  14  11 

10 

9 

2 

757  1        46 

18022 

1815 

201 

2    1 

2 

7 

2    0    0 

11 

653 

141 

43905     11556 

892701 

03859 

8385 

1  10 

3S)0 

135 

124  18    4 

12 

15 

953  1 

2.3056 

2377 

.302 

1     9J 

23 

4  18    1 

13 

9 

491          .. 

14677 

1015 

171 

1     2i 

3 

3    3    6 

14 

33 

"io 

2820  !    132:^ 

0572.-) 

6346 

526 

1  lOi 

'18 

13 

10    0    0 

15 

549 

145 

25939       9864 

565839 

61681 

7047 

176 

206 

fl-l  1 8    0 

16 

29 

9 

2273         588 

52917 

5226 

U25 

2"li 

25 

22 

6  18    2 

17 

9 

481  i       .. 

13.548 

1115 

141 

1  4 

6 

4 

2    8    9 

18 
1!) 

19 

"2 

1039 

98 

24080 

2090 

243 

1     7i 

12 

18 

6  15    4 

2212 

484 

139438 

37347 

3025022 

322377 

32263 

108 

1254 

1271 

434  12    3 

20 

1714 

75941 

1416 

2.38 

1     0 

27 

1  11  11 

20 

"l 

2 

■310 

136 

11311 

109 

4 

22 

310  j     1850 

87252 

1525 

238 

27 

1  11  11 

2216 

506 

139748 

39197 

3112274 

323902 

32501 

108 

1254 

1298 

436    4    2 
404    4    5 

2056 

505 

12.3117 

38601 

2676442 

342118 

.31140 

320 

742 

900 

5 

17 

342       1413 

43865 

802 

167 

..     ■      1     0    4 

2061 

522 

123459  ■  40014 

2720:«)7 

342980 

31313 

320 

742 

900  i  405  10    9 

e  Loss.       t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  ;6132. 


732 


Return  op  Trade,  Ac,  for 


SUMMARY    OF    THE 


NAME   OF   DISTRICT. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


LIABILITIES. 


Sbkre 
Okpital. 


I  Loaoi, 
iDclud. 
tng  ui; 
Over- 
dntt 
trom 
Bulk. 


Re- 
Bcrre 
rvmd. 


ASSETS. 


V»JneofLI^°'    

Stock    piilinB*. 
in       Machin-|  Home 


AU 
other 
Invest- 
ment*. 


Owing 

to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooodi. 


No.  1— North  Northum- 
berland    


2— South  Northum- 
berland    


3— Cumberland  and 
Westmorland  . 

4— West  Durham  and 
South  Northum- 
berland    


5— East  Durham   

6— South  Durham 

7— South  Durham  and 
North  Ridino  of 
Yorkshire 


27568 
70768! 


Totals,  1917 189 

Totals,  1916 ;189 


£             £  £            £           £  £           £           £ 

470929|  526051  24983j  156860j  106801'  60016!  2527651  19316  1 

10!i7205  288212,  40767i  254125  8124191  197288.  726444|  85570j  2 

634810  26622  30809  185180  1438251  37746|  269373  49411 !  8 


60242  1116446  96675  46109  226312;  210669  238566  662838  44987  4 
99555!  1337865  198738j  77876,  48r062  699462  232888  641493!  70245  5 
1248800  82478  52015^  346746,  202667,  285948,  63163l!  64788  6 


57672! 


20  90647,  820976:  93974,  66299,  888045,  889484 


436600 
404281 


Increase  j  . .  82319 

Decrease  


!    ^        i         ! 

6556031 1  789199  387858,20  i6330j  1715327 


122488,  268784  26082 


11244'29;3427777  310399 


6405403,  753246313058  1 853158;  1780647. 11 59019 3385801  294507J 


150628  35953  34800!  193172! 


65820 


419761  15892! 


34r90 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &c.. 


Betail  Distrib.  Societies  . , 
Productive  Societies 


Total  for  Section  (1917). 


133 


.        £  £  £  £ 

4855761  65058391  696618  33246' •12023514 


50192  93581  4898t  228 '6 


139;436600 


6556081  789199  337358  20463S( 


£ 
1643669 


71758 


1715327 


£  £      '    £      ' 

11244298372184  296843! 


55593 


1124423  342:777 


14066 


310399 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  fire,  of 

given  for  purposes  of  comparison.      See  also  Introducti  n  to 


Retail  DUtrib.  Socf.  {1916) 
Pvodurtive  Societies        „ 


Total  for  Seetion  (1916)  , 


188408864 
6       927 


I 
18»!404281 


£ 
6367489 


47914 


6405408 


£      •     £ 
6659S2i808949 


87814     4109 


758346818066 


1881222  1708239 

i 

21936  72408 


1868168,1780647 


£      I     £      \     £ 
1169019  3840033280016 


45768!  14491 


1169019  3886801294507 

I  i 


1917,  Northern  Section 

733 

NORTHERN    SECTION. 

No.  of 

Employee!  on 

Deo.  8Ut. 

Salaries  and 
^\»Ke». 

Sales 

4aring  the 

Year. 

PROFIT. 

Net 
Prodt. 

Interest 

on 
Share 
Capital. 

Am'nt 
Paid  as 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Sabscriptlons. 

DiBtri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
di actve. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
dQctiva. 

Educa-  1   Chari- 
tional       table 
Pur-         Pur- 
poses,     poses. 

Co-operatWe 
Union. 

& 

& 

£ 

& 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    B.  d. 

1 

801 

298 

56628 

22408 

1460870 

140672 

21802 

313 

1284 

135  16    2 

a 

1878 

734 

182125 

45098 

3068364 

886901 

47650 

521 

1618 

829    6  10 

3 

978 

298 

69060 

20058 

1684074 

171681 

22447 

21 

740 

673 

192    1  11 

4 

1889 

872 

99180 

27166 

2980769 

870762 

49402 

2171 

2599 

245    0    9 

5 

2769 

599 

183347 

45623 

4782734 

625232 

62948 

7 

1576 

2798 

489    9    » 

6 

1506 

391 

106919 

31945 

3092059 

398436 

57727 

108 

966 

290  12    5 

7 

2216 

506 

139748 

39197 

3112274 

328902 

32601 

108 

1264 

1298 

436    4    2 

11487 

3198 

787007 

231489 

20126134 

2367486 

294377 

136 

6688 

11076 

2118  11    0 

11166 

8225 

698673 

226268 

17350233 

2651610 

279740 

1526 

6680 

7784 

1947    7    9 

821 

88434 

5221 

2775901 

14637 

3 

3292 

171    3    3 

•• 

27 

184124 

1890 

.... 

of  various  classes  of 

Societi 

es  for  Year 

191' 

1. 

11483 

2882 

S, 
786697 

& 
208732 

£ 
19752058 

£ 
2368604 

£ 
292290 

£ 
186 

£ 
6683 

£ 
11034 

£  s.  a. 

2112    1    1 

4 

366 

310 

22757 

374081 

8982 

2087 

42 

6    9  11 

11487 

8198 

787007 

231489 

20126134 

2367486 

294377 

136 

6683 

11076 

2118  11    0 

various  classes  of  Soc 

ieties  f 

9r  previous 

Year 

(1916), 

statistics  for  tables  showing  incr 

eases  of  me 

mbership,  &c. 

i  11161 

2841 

698231 

£ 
202675 

£ 

17017284 

£ 
2644503 

£ 
277727 

£ 
1526 

£ 
6680 

£ 

Tin 

£    6.  a. 
1941    3    5 

5 

884 

342 

28693 

832949 

7107 

2013 

1 

6    4    4 

11166 

8226 

698678 

226268 

17850283 

2561610 

279740 

1626 

6680 

7784 

1947    7    9 

734 


Retobn  of  Trade,  «&c.,  pok 


NORTH-WESTERN 

RETURN   OF  TRADE,    &c.,    of    Co-operative    Societies    m    the    Counties    of 

WESTMORIiAND,   YOBK    (EAST  AND   WEST  RiDINGS),   and   ISLE   OP 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  retam.    b  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  ofiBce  or  to 


MAIIE   OF   SOCIETY. 


No.  Of 
Mem- 
bers. 


No.  1 — AIREDALB  DIST, — 

Retail  Dist  rib.  Societjes — 

Addingham 

Allerton 

Bingley 

Birkenshaw 

Bradford  (City  of)    

Bradley  Coal 

Buttershaw 

Carleton 

Clayton 

Cononley    

Cowling    

„     and  District  Coal. 

Crossbills   

Denholme  

Eccleshill   

oGargrave    

Great  Horton    

Greengat«9  *  Apperley  B 

Guiseley 

*Hainworth   

Harrogate    

Ha\rortb 

Ingleton 

Ingrow   

aEeighley 

Leeds    

Lees  and  Cross  Roads. . . 

Oxenhope  

Queensbury 

Rawdon   

Ripon 

aSettle    

Silsden    

Skipton 

Stanbury    

Stanningley  Coal 

Steeton 

Sutton  Mill    

„  Coal    

Thornton   

aTong  Park 

[Jppertown 

W  ibsey  Slack  Side   

WilBden    

Windhill 


306 
481 

3624 

3724 
23929 
50 
391 
172 
820 
459 
280 
2G4 
516 
650 
687 
302 

7324 
659 

1349 

6024 

1124 

678 

83 

11350 

70936 

509 

212 

i  2435 

1597 

I    918 

i    412 

1226 

2351 

100 

1164 

496 

570 

231 

810 

79 

480 

528 

510 

9387 


LIABILITIES. 


Share 
0*pitftl. 


Loans, 
Includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fund. 


5208 

5865 

87201 

50469 

447369 

56 

7748 

1449 

124a5 

2575 

3080 

124 

4654 

11662 

8895 

2061 

142154 

9532 

27163 

37350 

17283 

6501 

526 

217992 

1098507 

10354 

4743 

51939 

28465 

6360 

3272 

28980 

43221 

1032 

146 

7098 

8211 

123 

14208 

465 

6943 

13127 

11544 

147814 


884 
11600 

991 
26794 

108 

958 

21 

1075 

15 

60 

3613 

337 

8521 
559 


3428 
3724 


8757 
24665 
1795 

422 
458:5 
1809 
13 
1319 
1605 

375 


2969 
415 

1574 
351 
183 
379 
746 
12074 


Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917160157  2595954   129657   122581841170  812162  417384  1201380  24356 


200 

600 

4754 

1362 

10866 

45 

186 

176 

1.35 

358 

350 

172 

153 

1047 

236 

400 

2685 

578 

1605 

1606 

1991 

309 

12606 

60019 

803 

360 

1596 

1691 

666 

92 

827 

1905 

292 

138 
340 

975 
82 
588 
592 
883 
8300 


Valne  of 

Land, 
Bi(iMi!;s. 
Machin- 
ery, and 


£ 

2514 

1997 

13613 

19216 

120341 

117 

2308 

991 

3496 

1155 

2138 

82 

946 

3382 

3141 

1313 

31629 

3278 

5453 

16200 
3963 
3528 
220 

36503 

455861 

3794 

1445 

12294 

10417 
2754 
1493 
7902 

18667 
350 

.  43 
1840 
3344 
11 
3298 
483 
3656 
2143 
2599 

31252 


2126 

937 

19031 

9397 

196325 

12 

1054 

416 

2917 

352 

1228 

76 

1167 

1677 

2731 

489 

33274 

2300 

7034 

nsk 

4140 
1732 

26138 

378022 

2856 

676 

14619 

6231 

2013 

516 

1548:} 

21095 

270 

273 

2710 

1295 

3825 
18 
1589 
2076 
1074 
25084 


Honse 
Prop- 
erty. 


2424 
45449 
11586 
81585 


161 
1366 

306i7 

786 

5253 


57622 
116326 
1419 
1143 
5643 
2375 
2:?6 
2346 
2892 
1380 


779 
1696 

844 

1231 

1196 

184 

37516 


All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 


724 

3641 

30377 

16890 

161749 

32 

5993 

734 

8120 

2422 

1543 

215 

4131 

12223 

3557 

1381 

72762 

5608 

16761 

11460 
18288 
1656 
772 
132767 
457138 
7027 
2925  ! 
31101  I 
17165  ! 
3413  I 
551  I 
8854 
10634 
911   I 
102:3  j 
5905  I 
4953  I 
179 
12293 
565 
2143 
11516 
10302 


203 

298 

1461 

668 

4441 

19 

95 

20 

420 

236 
135 
85 
221 
524 
203 
1308 


657 

1778 
353 
336 
29 

1103 

1979 
237 

•  220 
616 
7JG 

361 

890 

1471 

81 
383 
170 
168 

54 
126 
113 
934 
135 
227 
155 


„ 


No  recent  figures  available.       d  1915  figures. 
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SECTION. 

Carnarvon,  Chester,  Denbigh,  Derby,  Flint,  Lancaster,  Stafford,  part  of 

Man,  for  191 

7,  arranged  in  their  respective  Conference  Districts. 

from  the  Registi 

•ar's  Return  for  1916.    c  These  societies  have  not  made  a  return  either  to 

the  Registrar. 

No.ot 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

\ 

Employees  on 
Dee.  SUt. 

Wages. 

1 

1 

J 

Sales 
during  the 

1 

1 

Bonus 
on 

Subscrlptioni. 

1 

In- 
terest 
on 

Aver- 

Diatri- 

Pro- 

Diatri-        Pro- 

Yew. 

Net 
Profit. 

affc 
Divi- 

Sduca   Ohari- 

bative. 

duotve. 

bntive.     dactive. 

Share 
CapiUl 

dend 
peri. 

Wages. 

tional      tabic  |  Co-operative 
Pur        I'ur    1       tfnion. 

i 

1 

poses,    poses.  | 

£ 

£ 

£ 

€ 

£ 

S.  d. 

1      £ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.  d. 

1 

9 

2 

422 

110 

12073 

1113 

180 

1     6 

6 

1  12    8 

2 

10 

0 

629 

191 

20419 

27.55 

208 

2    0 

16 

2    9    2 

3 

56 

46 

5774 

2794 

148564 

19504 

3112 

2    (i 

138 

40ii 

18    5    9 

4 

08 

13 

5757 

882 

147643 

1 7445 

2124 

2    IJ 

10 

18    4    (i 

5 

683 

355 

4.5096  i  2.5670  i      848094 

102535 

17467 

2    2 

■119 

379 

123    5    6 

e 

1 

13 

..     i            212 

20 

3 

2    0 

1 

7 

8 

"2 

786 

111 

19062 

2749 

282 

2  11 

29  1      l'i.5'  5 

8 

4 

155 

6996 

939 

58 

3    3 

9 

0  16    4 

9 

17 

"c, 

1166 

494 

30152 

3373 

473 

2    0 

" 

9 

4    0    3 

10 

4 

293 

11909 

1244 

123 

2    9i 

7 

2    8    7 

U 

5 

375 

13398 

834 

109 

2    9 

7 

1     9  10 

12 

2 

151 

2866 

42 

6 

13 

5 

"2 

400 

125 

13789 

1736 

172 

2'"6 

"4 

2'i3'  6 

14 

11 

5 

1055 

298 

27807 

3499 

443 

2    4i 

20 

3    4  10 

15 

10 

1 

1006 

92 

20203 

270() 

344 

2    5i 

11 

3    9    7 

16 

5 

286 

9931 

1497 

101 

2    9 

8 

1  11     6 

17 

161 

■52 

10098 

42i6 

257621 

32294 

5386 

2    2i 

96 

36  16    8 

18 

12 

3 

941 

.310 

25160 

2400 

394 

1     8i!        .. 

21 

3    0  11 

19 
20 

26 

11 

2034 

696 

45372 

6294 

1038 

2    4| 

20 

0  18    3 

ii 

108 

'ie 

6977 

1183 

127821 

9252 

1493 

l'"4  ;      !! 

116 

■42 

31 ■ '5'  0 

22 

19 

7 

1142 

402 

42325 

5807 

580 

2    6  i       .. 

45 

33 

5  13  10 

23 

15 

3 

880 

81 

23793 

2383 

295 

2    3  i       .. 

10 

2  19    7 

24 

1 

165 

3498 

493 

19 

2    7il       .. 

25 

195 

161 

13422       6473 

318921 

50678 

8567 

2    9  1       .. 

420 

105 

.58'l9'  4 

26 

1736 

590 

114082 

49559 

2690792 

354394 

35836 

2    5:       .. 

2C;37 

759 

3.37  14  10 

27 

13 

4 

862 

235 

26004 

3467 

332 

2    0  1 

4 

2  17  n 

28 

2 

190 

10299 

1399 

191 

3  0 1    .■; 

4 

110 

29 

42 

■32 

3015 

2352 

82324 

10414 

21 59 

2  1011       .. 

'25 

52 

11  19    3 

30 

33 

2 

2353 

233 

60(550 

84.59  1  1215 

2    4,       .. 

48 

8    2    0 

31 

14 

831 

17887. 

1812 

239 

19         .. 

'19 

12 

4    8    C 

32 

7 

"1 

460 

■'25 

10805 

1204 

142 

1  11  !     .. 

6 

33 

12 

16 

1845 

1566 

.50.554 

5175 

1120 

2    0         .. 

23 

6"4'  0 

34 

60 

21 

4454 

1762 

99862 

11.573 

1827 

2    01 

50 

11  11  11 

35 

1 

126 

3876 

342 

38 

2    5         .. 

3 

0  11     3 

36 

2 

279 

8065 

29 

1 

3 

37 

10 

"1 

725 

119 

19186 

2436 

263 

2"7J 

3 

2"i6"  3 

38 

9 

628 

21402 

2594 

293 

2    6 

6 

2  17  10 

39 

1 

67 

1240 

139 

0 

2    2 

40 

17 

"4 

1207 

341 

30212 

4225 

565 

3    0 

'31 

3 "17'  .-S 

41 

1 

138 

3895 

518 

17 

2  10 

0    7    6 

42 

8 

5 

693 

213 

22838 

2020 

284 

2    1 

7 

2    8    1 

43 

11 

2 

817 

128 

22541 

3934 

518 

3    li        .. 

12 

2  13    L 

44 

12 

893 

24542 

.3415 

411 

2    8  I       .. 

11 

2    8    4 

45 

166 
3592 

'n 

12305 

5412 

339723 

40826 

5993 

2    il       .. 

167 

46    8    f 

1376 

244993 

106073 

5725226 

1 

736027 

94420 

..     ;       ..       3425 

2503 

779    8    9 

e  Lobs.       t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  £l\'i. 


736               «         .         .     >                                 Retubn  of  Tbade,  &c.,  fob        i 

.     NAME   OF    SOCIXtt. 

No.  of 
M«ra- 
berg. 

UABIUTIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Ckpital. 

Loani, 

includ- 
Ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

Valne  of 
Vtlnt  of  Jf"'^- 

Investments. 

Owing 
to  tbe 
Society 

lor 
Qoods- 

Trade.  -/.-** 
Stock. 

House  1  J^„ 
*"y-    1  menu. 

Airedale  District— Con. 
Productive  Societiea-^ 

Airedale  Worsted   

Bradtatd  Cabinet  Makere 
dEeighley  Laundries  .... 

■Prodiif.  Sues.  Total  for  1 017 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail    Societies    Total   ioi- 
previous  year  (1910) 

Productive  SoeiHies  Total  for 
previous  year  (I  in  6) 

District  Total  for  previous 
vear  (1916) 

489* 
66 
17 

£ 

7481 
3164 
4012 

£ 

2325 
3378 
3014 

£ 

3077 

807 

20 

£ 

10727 
3600 
258 

£ 

302 
2100 

6^71 

£ 

1 
£ 

Situ 
993 

66 

£ 

4997 
289 
202 

46 
47 

48 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
81 
32 

38 
34 

572 

14657 

.  8717 

3404 

14585 

9173 

5003 

5488 

160729 

2610611 

138.374 

125985 

855755 

821335 

417384 

1206.38:i 

29844 

150372 

458 

150830 

2531259 

14468 

2545727 

124101 

9180 

133281 

116159 

24.38 

118597 

702801 
12177 
714978 

829560 

9258 

838818 

433148 
433148 

1160129 

6267 
1175396 

23854 
3383 
27237 

No.  2— Bolton  District— 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 

885 

347 

413 
42931 

785 
3738 

891 
3672 

624 

325 
9246 

274 
3034 
1131 
3702 

259 
12868 
1142 

734 
1610 

■843 
5360 
1560 
2262 
4048 
1202 
1694 

125 
10 

277 
8915 

502 

13276 

3847 

7665 
935397 
11836 
42101 
18815 
38391 
17354 

5501 
141073 

4698 
31684 
13981 
50783 

6571 
214356 
23605 
19476 
32.333 
13008 
105193 
11282 
30645 
83645 
276:35 
40379 

1722 
88 

4768 
99107 

9.516 

848 

47536 
2180 

10824 
2976 
2746 
5791 
1957 

38876 

4347 
2653 
8480 
164 

10871 
3840 
4013 
1868 
1251 

11918 

33 

4916 

12245 

1762 

2718 

538 

331 
6751 
2760 

2342 

166 

351 
42024 

593 
3245 

607 
1855 

463 

295 
13866 

655 
1045 
2005 
2741 

038 
19884 

859 
1801 

910 

926 
9804" 
1028 
2922 
41!M5 
1.390 
1815 

260 
44 

238 
2736 
1405 

5389 
929 

2418 
124159 

4834 
12825 

6016 
13323 

3020 

1253 

38940 

594 

12854 

9057 
18824 

1292 
65232 

6071 

2901 
10950 

6632 
29218 

3996 
12:324 
18116 
11245 
11428 
240 
09 

1279 
45914 

1334 

3629 

350 

764 

182302 

3647 

15121 

3910 

13935 

1105 

935 

61721 

601 

11147 

5345 

11247 

356 

80098 

9431 

1656 

7351 

3191 

19812 

2676 

10737 

15947 

5550 

(5746 

168 

5 

609 

21711 

2788 

2504 

1345 

3588:38 
2406 
8429 
7258 
2416 
3427 

39430 
2645 
3872 
3348 
7538 
1828 

30077 
9454 
1201 
2995 
1100 

28.542 
594 
.5115 

21818 

6546 

4731 

500 

464 
3691 
4157 

7372 

3.303 

3927 
377457 

4799 
23407 

6663 
17098 
16636 

6329 
68161 

1911 
135:53 

3398 
32214 

4409 
94631 

5469 
20448 
15855 

6422 
55948 

6582 
15048 
64078 
10522 
27839 

1812 
73 

3554 

56955 

5814 

6.52 
109 

9i4 

251 

32 

493 

285 

513 

285 

716 

668 

57 

2890 
552 
173 

1091 
885 
363 
25 

1373 

180 
316 

■3 

122 
3425 

258 

Ainsworth  New  Road  . . . 

„         Industrial 

Bolton      

Bryn  Gates  (Bamfurlong) 

Farnworth  and  Kearsley . 

Hindley    

Hulton  and  Chequerbent 
Leigh      

Little  Hulton 

Piatt,  Bridge    

Eadcliffe  and  Pilkington. 

tTyldesley 

Walkden 

Westhoughton  Friendly. . 
United    .. 

aWhittle-le-Woods 

Wigan 

Wlthnell  (Brinscall)   

Retail  Soi».  Total  for  1917 

Distrib  Federation— 
Westlioughton  &  District 

Productive  Society — 
aBoIton  Cabinet  Makers 

District  Total  for  1917 

115475 

2059748 

195193 

123118 

482676 

504611 

566269 

971667 

16621 

2 

2000 

124 

1551 

990 

281 

52 

15.'i2 

1609 

1271 

5631 

877 

160 

695 

11.552^ 

206.3300 

196802 

124.-1U 

4898.58 

.505978 

50(5269 

972008 

117216 

d  1915  figures.  t  48  weeks'  trading. 


~- 

1917, 

Nobth-Westebn  Section. 

' 

737 

No. 

or       1 

Salaries  and 

i 
1 

PROFIT. 

Employees  on  i 
Dec.  Slat.      I 

Wages. 

i 

1 

'. 

Sales 

dnring  the 

Year. 

!     in. 

Net      '  '*™'' 

Aver- 
ase 

Bonus 

Subscriptions.               1 

1 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
luctTe. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

l-'""'-     1  Share 

Divi- 
dend 

on       Educa-I 
WageK.    tional  j 

3hari- ! 
table*  tC 

Wir    t 

ooperative 

;  Capital 

peri. 

i-ur 

•  Union. 

i 

' 

1 

poses.  1 

DOiibS.  J 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£       s.  d. 

£          £  . 

'  £  ■  ' 

£  s.'-  a.. 

40 

f. 

33 

2436 

2202 

l-Kil'.» 

4693 

373 

0-   0 

00 

77 

4  10    0 

47 

1 

10 

104 

1488 

2811 

flM) 

1.57 

-0  lO    0 

48 

411 

1911 

4727 

270 

201 

r'o 

2 

0     7     6 

7 

89 

2540 

5601 

52157 

14963, 

731 

60 

79 

5     7    6. 

3599 

1465 

247533 

111674 

577738:? 

740990 

951.57 

60 

3425 

2582  • 

784  16    3 

3626 

1360 

207155 

99599 

5080684 

696503 

93154 

3276 

3182 

711     4    1 

8 

102 

1358 

6578 

47065 

2.305 

719 

60 

69 

5    7    (i 

.3634 

1462 

208513 

106177 

.->!  27749 

698808 

93873 

60 

3276 

3251 

716  11     7 

1 

27 

!( 

1802 

504 

41266 

.561 3 

.504 

2     6 

5 

4    8    8 

2 

7 

302 

lOOKi 

1431 

167 

3    2J 

3 

1  12     5 

3 

5 

509 

12.540 

1779 

282 

2     4 

5 

2    1     7 

4 

770 

289 

70494 

24141 

1369464 

199957 

27636 

2    6 

3412 

512 

210    8    8 

5 

26 

10 

2080 

561 

54249 

6235 

569 

2    0 

59 

11 

417    6 

6 

78 

26 

5958 

17.57 

120736 

15696 

1691 

2    3i 

191 

393 

19   0   1 

7 

23 

7 

1519 

429 

34985 

.5077 

701 

2    8 

29 

25 

4    5    9 

8 

81 

20 

5252 

1891 

133907 

15622 

1583 

2    3 

33 

18    0    6 

9 

10 

4 

844 

328 

258a5 

3441 

641 

2    3 

25 

3    2    6 

10 

6 

2 

385 

109 

15894 

2355 

228 

2  10i 

6 

1  13  10 

11 

232 

57 

18471 

4538 

357337 

42179 

5833 

2    4i 

135 

194 

46    5    4 

12 

6 

428 

13234 

1549 

241 

2    7i 

12 

19    8 

13 

87 

23 

5480 

1585 

114567 

12719 

1.5.36 

2    41 

24 

26 

15    9    3 

14 

44 

3 

2662 

327 

71154 

9179 

621 

2    4i 

13 

5    0    7 

16 

85 

22 

6647 

1823 

145637 

16659 

2367 

1  11 

237 

701 

19    7    5 

16 

6 

2 

492 

119 

16962 

2714 

320 

3    2 

13 

13    4 

17 

378 

70 

34097 

5740 

624688 

94935 

8515 

2    6 

870 

315 

65  16    6 

18 

34 

16 

2359 

999 

59597 

8020 

1040 

78 

29 

5  16    1 

19 

12 

3 

997 

242 

33986 

4842 

798 

2' "61 

10 

3  17    1 

20 

45 

]0 

3180 

1172 

89874 

8772 

1.534 

2    0 

'91 

12 

8    16 

21 

34 

5 

2121 

412 

50285 

6433 

546 

2    0 

3 

318    1 

22 

121 

52 

9374 

3577 

242241 

29558 

3979 

2    0 

692 

124 

27.    8    3 

23 

30 

2 

1713 

231 

42225 

51 63 

533 

2    4 

10 

0 

7  10    0 

24 

89 

27 

5250 

1868 

1.32289 

16392 

1148 

2    3 

90 

32 

11     7  11 

25 

116 

33 

8900 

.3229 

1713.57 

23254 

3046 

2    6 

240 

91 

15  10    0 

26 

32 

18 

1946 

900 

66952 

9436 

1217 

2    4 

70 

55 

6    0    0 

27 

4.') 

17 

3144 

12.30 

108:J94 

13n8 

1931 

2    3 

49 

8    8    2 

28 

2 

186 

.3842 

774 

82 

4    0 

5 

12 

0  13    0 

29 

1 

45 

476 

31 

6 

1     3J 

30 

7 

529 

11777 

20.35 

223 

3    5 

"8 

'43 

1  10    2 

31 

288 

■.51 

17287 

3505 

3501.53 

35662 

3950 

2    1 

650 

1075 

40  10    4 

32 

33 
34 

12 

928 

23658 

2507 

465 

2    4^ 

30 

2  12    6 

2739 

784 

215387 

61217 

4549633 

603737 

73930 

8 

6883 

3863 

567    6    8 

4 

7 

199 

511 

3777 

646 

100 

2    9 

45 

3577 

8232 

509 

77 

1 

010    0 

2743 

836 

215586 

65305 

4561642 

604892 

74107 

8 

6883 

3864 

.567  16    8 

26 


738 


Return  op  Trade,  &c.,  for 


NAUK   or  80GIKTT. 


Boi.T*N  District— Con. 
Hetail    Hociftie*    Total    for 

preiHous  year  (1 916)   . , 
Distrib.  Federation  Total  for 

previous  year  (1916)   . 
Prodiietiie  Societies  Total  for 

previous  year  ( 1 9]  6)   . . 
District  Total  for   previous 

t/«rr(1916) 


Mo.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


UABIUTIB8. 


'  Lnuii, 

rVriitli  '    Ovet-     ierre 
CaplUl.     j^^„      p^jjj 

from 
V-:  Bank.  I 


108712 

2 

52 

108766 


£ 

2184808 
2000 
1&&2 

2188360 


£ 
209088 


1609 
210647 


£ 

121990 

116 

1271 

123377 


Valoe  of 
Tr.de.   «?.•. "d 


Hoiue 
Prop- 
erty. 


AU 
i   otlier 
I  iDTest- 
I  menu. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooods. 


£ 

417566 
1207 
5631 

424394 


508080 

1053 

377 

509510 


599999 


599999 


£ 

1841722 
605 
160 

1342487 


£ 
1S8S2 


505 
19927 


No.  3 — Calderdale  Dist — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Barkisland 

Blackshawliead 

Brighouse 

Copley    

Cragg  Vale 

aHalifax  Coal    

,,       Industrial    

Hebden  Bridge  Industrial 

Heptonstall    

Holmfleld 

•  „  Coal    

Illingworth 

Luddenden  

Luddendenfoot   

Midgley    

Mytholmroyd    

Pecket  Well 

Ripponden 

Siddall    

Sowerby  Bridge  Industr'l 

Stainland  &  Holywell  Gn, 

Todmorden    

Bridge  End.. 

Wainstalls   

Walsden  


Retail  Sees.  Total  for  101^ 

Productive  Societies — 
Calderdale  Clog  Sundries 

Manufact'g  (Walsden.) 
Hebden  Bridge  Fustian 


163 
111 

9343 
215 
222 

1303 
13999 

2964 
440 
335 

205 
438 
744 
464 
762 
162 
763 
384 

4889 
958 

4800 
846 
187 
747 


45444 


146 
935 


Prodiic.  Sees.  Total  for  1 91 7    1081 
District  Total  for  191 7 


Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  vear  (1 91 6)  . 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  ( 1 91 6)  . , 

District  Total  for  preinous 
?/ear  (1916) 


-Vo.  4 — Cheshire  A  North 

Walks  District — 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies - 

Bangor 

Birkenhead    

Bromborough  Pool 


46525 


1668 
1466 

162810 

1168 

5640 

895 

126678 
72287 
6210 
4848 

2165 

5729 
11476 
10024 
18063 

2496 
10424 

4800 

83465 

23975 

131456 

32010 

2712 
30902 


■53367 


1738 
38518 


40256 


100 
5446 

476 
102 
19828 
6958 
162 
857 

364 

800 

3958 

306 

832 

378 

534 

61 

10496 

185 

249 

2 

128 


.52221 


350 
400 


750    201 


240 

266 

6829 

139 

472 

385 

9094 

4024 

699 

168 


440 

1059 

1549 

279 

407 

97 

2540 

519 

7730 

661 

364 

1399 


39933 


840 
19358 


^93623 


52971 


60131 


42866     740804 


1040 
13906 


403 

19603 

200 


.36115 
77091 9 


2169 

150544 

1215 


57475 
1926 
59401 


214 
16129 


772 

348 

47632 

897 

1233 

110 

64.331 

18663 

2003 

1687 

765 
2686 
3644 
1789 
4589 
&59 
3539 
1160 

15074 
4534 

36011 
4294 
1078 
3.365 


220863 


172 
12614 


1278C 


233649 


272 

84 

34823 

5 

701 

624 

59361 

22018 

1191 

1167 

1006 

965 
2818 

495 
2025 

445 
2420 
1301 
17359 
2206 
247S3 
4900 

5:12 
5825 


187*56 


1102 
19920 


33 
39213 

233 

16460 

12034 

.505 

830 


1417 

2261 

766 

6723 

1358 

1841 

845 

14035 

1791 

68528 

11856 

383 

11432 


192.544 


21022 


208358 


1259 

1531 

82099 

1221 

5086 

276 

42226 

38359 

3986 

3174 

239 

2761 

8875 

9064 

9140 

962 

6277 

2855 

60583 

17279 

27:151 

14343 

2012 

13817 


354775 


1910 
23967 


18898 
57736 


216809 
10834 
227643 


199       2210 

5413     67625 

50       1315 


197637 
22261 
219898 


69528 


217287 


217287 


26907     7759 


380682   20077 


62 

9 

412 

195 
1154 
3553 
490 
246 


966 
431 
297 
345 
467 
73 
266 
78 

1150 
515 

1041 
139 
199 
230 


12318 


176 
7583 


329807 
20166 
349473 


448 
1.383     55586 
603 


18243 
10822 
24065 


800       1 

2714       2 

3 


*  No  recent  figures  available. 


1917. 

NoBTH- Western  Section. 

739 

No.  of 

Salaries 

and 

PROFIT.                                                   1 

Dec.  8l8t. 

I              .       -n,.  Y 

1 

Sales 

daring  the 

Tear. 

,..-•■(    ._.  -  t 

Bonug    ■ 

on 
Wages 

Subscriptions.                1 

DlBtrl- 
butire.  ( 

Pro- 
laotre. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
dactive 

Net 
Profit. 

C 

on 
Share 
apital 

age 
Divi- 
dend 
per£. 

lonal 
Pur 

Chari- 
table   CO'OperatiTe 
Pur           Union. 

- 

i 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

2581 

860 

183802 

59000 

4039615 

650403 

76696 

8 

7054 

2038 

541  11    9 

4 

7 

185 

511 

4122 

780 

100 

45 

3577 

8232 

500 

77 

1 

0  10    0 

2585 

918 

183987 

63088 

4051969 

660701 

76873 

8 

7054 

2939 

542    1    9 

1 

2 

141 

7420 

522 

64 

2    6 

0  14    7 

2 

1 

86 

4140 

325 

57 

3    0 

3 

155 

112 

16053 

7659 

412844 

60222 

7403 

2    6i 

100 

110 

46    8    6 

4 

2 

175 

7614 

1366 

48 

3    4i 

2 

5 

4 

289 

0.553 

1237 

234 

3    5 

9 

13    4 

6 

6 

457 

5100 

782 

3    4 

4 

7 

248 

94 

22618 

7245 

552101 

61732 

4003 

2    5 

130 

160 

66    2    7 

8 

61 

38 

4206 

3275 

129912 

15615 

2530 

2    6 

346 

15    9    9 

0 

U 

1 

705 

38 

21806 

1022 

232 

2    4i 

7 

2    6    8 

10 

4 

2 

318 

105 

11230 

1773 

109 

3    0 

2 

1  14    0 

11 

12 

3 

538 

24087 

1113 

62 

3    0 

3 

1     0  10 

13 

8 

1 

555 

49 

17632 

2605 

252 

3  10 

7 

12 

2    3    4 

U 

11 

2 

792 

181 

27561 

5139 

569 

3    li, 

10 

3  15    5 

15 

6 

1 

376 

107 

14000 

3374 

433 

4    0 

8 

2  17    9 

16 

13 

0 

1043 

345 

35009 

4654 

722 

2    9i 

»i 

28 

3  17    8 

17 

3 

105 

6358 

858 

120 

3    3i 

22 

016    8 

18 

16 

2 

1589 

212 

45741 

3855 

512 

2    0 

6 

3    8  10 

19 

9 

283 

11550 

2109 

210 

3    6 

4 

5 

1  18    4 

20 

80 

38 

6568 

3229 

209915 

27428 

3715 

2  lOi 

75 

23  11     4 

21 

12 

8 

1182 

421 

40905 

4617 

981 

1  101, 

9 

4  17  11 

22 

127 

54 

7641 

3537 

190216 

27793 

5298 

2    0 

505 

62 

24  13    8 

?,3 

15 

6 

1080 

362 

37580 

5747 

1233 

3    0 

[88 

23 

4    6    1 

?4 

3 

284 

12760 

1497 

134 

3    7 

►  5 

0  17  11 

25 

11 

4 

1154 

274 

33878 

5061 

1197 

2  Hi 

110 

28 

3  16    0 

790 

369 

6a328 

27039 

1870019 

241436 

31108 

1382 

590 

216    0    2 

2R 

11 

852 

5302 

208 

86 

1     0 

44 

5 

1     0    0 

27 

308 

26222 

137876 

9030 

1738 

1     0 

1111 

97 

10    0    0 

319 

27074 

143178 

9238 

1824 

1155 

102 

11     0    0 

709 

688 

68328 

54113 

2014097 

250674 

32932 

1155 

1382 

692 

227    0    2" 

779 

306 

61654 

25704 

1691335 

254809 

29070 

1346 

781 

207    0  U 
P  1. 

302 

20084 

00087 

8153 

1794 

1066 

1 

104 

11    0    0 

770 

698 

61554 

46688 

1782322 

262962 

30864 

1066 

1347 

885 

218    0  11 

1 

8 

442 

10717 

876 

84 

1     8 

5 

1 

2    0    0 

2 

444 

82 

28964 

7019 

5411 5S 

55151 

6531 

1     0 

559 

360 

44 

87  18    0 

3." 

5 

485 

1252C 

1542 

58 

2    7 

5 

• 

740 


Betubn  of  Tbade,  &c.,  for 


UABIUTIES. 


NAME  OF  SOOiETT. 


I  No.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


Share 
Capiuit. 


Loans, 
includ    1 
ingan}  I    Be- 
I    Over-   I  serre  ,       „, 
draft      Fund.     Tr«  1* 
from  ■  ^"''*- 

Bank. 


Chesbirb      and      Nokth 
Wales  District — Con. 

Brymbo   

Buckley    

Carnarvon 

Cef  n    

Chester 

Colwyn  Bay 

Cynfal 

Deiniolen   

Dolgarrog 

Eifl  Workmen's 

EUesmere  Port    

Employes'  Provident 

(Port  Sunlight) 

Bwloe  Place 

Ffynnon  Groyw    .... 
Flint  and  Oakenholt 

Garston    

Hawarden    


Holyhead 
Leeswood 

Liverpool       

Llanberis    

Llandudno  Junction 

Llanfairfechan 

Llanrug    

Mold  Junction 

New  York  (Penmaenm'r) 

Pant-y-Fownog 

Penyflfordd 

Queen's  Ferry , 

Rhyl 

Rivals 

Runcorn  and  Widnes 

St.  Helens    

Sychtyn    

Warrington    

Whiston 

Wrexham 


District  Total  fori  91 ; 

District  Total  jar  previoiih 
year  (1916) 


532 

722 

278 

2070 

5827 

1200 

117 

145 

105 

111 

1865 

909 

184 

192 

974 

1624 

488 

1133 

132 

46191 

234 

446 

240 

151 

207 

320 

129 

198 

2220 

292 

54 

10323 

17782 

127 

17(587 

1045 

2574 


1390:54 


120306 


2651 

3938 

799 

15299 

75006 

10108 

284 

212 

315 

862 

15162 

4936 

1107 

13.52 

8077 

10778 

3160 

3456 

789 

287819 

475 

2063 

1285 

301 

995 

1225 

643 

344 

20527 

1112 

84 

1315!)0 

62699 

848 

1 55876 

4516 

1.5405 


1000026 


966655 


£ 

3194 

1667 

5 

2543 

8700 

107 

376 

239 

&47 

6667 

256 

1109 

100 

260 

1918 

2359 

930 

43710 

■51 
137 
346 
5 
689 

668 

3905 

5 

2 

4468 
35(vll 
334 
4450 
1733 
804 


1 44568 


133420 


Value  of 

I«nd. 
ItidinKs.l 
Machin- 
ery, and 


InTestmenta. 


934 

484 

321 

2739 

19122 

237 

141 

16 

210 
1290 

518 

79 

337 

933 

391 

188 

207 

162 

22590 

200 

629 

62 

162 
200 
235 

1388 
216 

12737 
:5:3199 
22 
24921 
748 
1212 


132432 


£ 

4066 

5132 

786 

13966 

29411 

173 

463 

223 

538 

739 

10298 

5383 

823 

539 

6128 

5062 

30:51 

3603 

609 

150332 

459 

1:573 

875 

179 

748 

1:526 

756 

634 

14323 

869 

113 

51200 

62101 

770 

65267 

;5524 

12855 


.529827 


4C6472 


1706 

2595 

22 

735.3 

53796 

7740 

183 

299 

340 

22 

6157 

608 

252 

961 

3900 

6007 

2237 

1537 

866 

196863 

141 

411 

77 

437 

35 

1097 

140 

HI 

6:562 

129 

7 

3861 9 

51444 

627 

512:52 

1299 

7288 


.523186 


HoDae 
erty. 


577 

3400 

637 


4098 


415 
130 


431 
2454 


277 
373 
3590 


40153 
17305 

753:5 
2185 
1746 


Owing 

I  to  the 

All     ISoeiett 
other    i     for 
Inrest-    Ooodii 
nieiits. 


87482 


91499 


1681 
796 
500 

3076 
26114 

2080 

70 

438 

349 

604 

5296 

18a5 

379 

551 

427 

2156 

256 

1970 

165 

49888 

348 

10.37 

510 

154 

503 

495 

96 

468 

3025 

387 

80 

54365 

42184 

189 

89267 

1249 

2144 


.351818 


:560956 


S61 
324 

620 
276 
496 
180 
01 
261 
189 
577 

183 
118 
106 
278 
1.53 
177 


221 

164 

550 

570 

13 

48 

60 

430 

6.50 

143 

9 

2058 
154 

560 
746 


13882 


15$H6 


No.  5 — DEW.SBURY    DiST. 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies- 

Altofts    

Batley 

Battyeford  (Mirfleld)   . 

Beeston    

tBirstall  

Churwell 

Cleckheaton 

Crigglestone 

Dewsbury  ; 

Drighlington    

*  Farnley 

Gomersal    

Orange  Moor  Friendly 
„    United    . 

Heckmondwike 

HoptoD  (Upper)    


349 
6800 

384 

300 
2283 

736 
5595 

510 
15935 
1242 

1130 
170 
110 
10147 
156 


1957 
154116 

5740 

3899 
38556 
12220 
86463 

1766 
331563 
18600 

17809 

3756 

2603 

221369 

4843 


1737 
793 

6(54 

:30 

10.522 

645 

1037 


79 
6057 
645 


300 
1392 

392 

182 
2151 

692 
7502 

864 
92:50 

100 

1218 
2:53 
160 

3786 


1739 
25890 
1384 
li:58 
9795 
:5320 
338,58 
2664 
46709 
.5058 

5205 

853 

680 

35182 

1241 


41595 

1492 

480 

2972 

2967 

25644 

920 

78258 

4005 

2878 
230 
617 
31898 
600 


47136 
1634 
1162 
9.540 
4225 

35648 
390 

61234 
2938 

3270 

300 

475 

34841 


1717 
53047 

3304 

2014 
25270 

4480 

30608 

613 

186726 

8713 

9399 
3200 
1370 
146979 
4623 


688 

47 

105 

90 

:314 

29:50 

673 

2348 


343 
249 
3:53 
3022 
116 


1917,  Nobth-Westebn  Section. 

741 

No.  ot 

Salnries  and 

PROFIT. 

Employeea  on 
Dec.  Slat. 

W»gei. 

- 

1 

1 

1 

Salea 

luring  the 

Year. 

In-      Aver- 

«,.,         tereat      age       Bonag    - 
p'h,           on        Divi-         on       1 
"°^^-       8Lare     dend     Wages. 
Capital  per£. 

Snbacriptiona. 

DiBtrl- 
butive.  d 

1 

Pro- 
uotve. 

Diatrl.         Pro- 
butive.     dnctive. 

Sdnca-  Ohari- 

ional     table    Cooperative 

Pur-       Pur           Union. 

i 

i 

1 

1 

poses,    poses. 

& 

& 

& 

& 

& 

s.  a. 

& 

£ 

£ 

£    s.   d. 

4 

13 

4 

884 

293 

21794 

672 

56 

1     4i 

8 

2  17    4 

5 

21 

4 

1316 

339 

30320 

402 

45 

0  lOi 

3  15    9 

e 

4 

237 

4634 

532 

27 

1     6 

1     5    0 

7 

42 

"8 

3059 

850 

84872 

9684 

673 

2    0 

'26 

9  12    0 

8 

176 

33 

11970 

3181 

212737 

27249 

3461 

2    03 

■40 

37 

28  18    4 

9 

18 

4 

1148 

542 

21867 

1364 

406 

1     0 

3 

5    0    2 

10 

9 

121 

5196 

206 

11 

1     3 

"21 

2 

11 

2 

145 

4975 

494 

16 

1     6 

o'io"  5 

12 

4 

378 

7599 

e322 

11 

13 

2 

125 

5000 

427 

10 

2'"0 

0'i2'  0 

14 

66 

'17 

3748 

1920 

73266 

7033 

725 

1     7i 

'30 

■40 

8  19    6 

15 

31 

9 

2210 

073 

45299 

3111 

218 

1     5 

61 

29 

4 

4    7    6 

16 

4 

289 

9701 

1102 

39 

2    4 

0  14    2 

17 

4 

■■] 

223 

■78 

7292 

392 

43 

1     3 

0  15    7 

18 

34 

3 

2264 

351 

43554 

4444 

379 

1     8 

"9 

4  15  10 

19 

38 

8 

2377 

744 

42588 

3520 

481 

1     6 

7  17    0 

20 

12 

3 

804 

206 

22290 

1705 

124 

1     7 

2    9    9 

21 

19 

4 

1349 

298 

25359 

2288 

1.59 

1     9 

"1 

5  14    7 

22 

3 

188 

6564 

509 

31 

1     6 

4 

0  12    1 

23 

1010 

108 

68535 

12123 

1076082 

110681 

12593 

1     9 

ICKK) 

181 

228    4    2 

24 

5 

323 

10652 

978 

22 

15    0 

25 

9 

513 

10803 

976 

90 

l"'6i 

'  '2 

1 

2    4    0 

26 

4 

286 

6288 

461 

53 

1     4 

1     0    0 

27 

3 

04 

28:J6 

f42() 

0  14    7 

28 

(i 

"l 

439 

108 

8548 

769 

■40 

2"0 

1     1     0 

29 

0 

2 

443 

107 

10362 

654 

53 

1     0 

1  13    4 

30 

3 

226 

7733 

1092 

28 

0  12    0 

31 

4 

296 

8;546 

si  447 

8 

0"6 

0  16    0 

32 

52 

"8 

4371 

842 

81525 

6598 

1022 

1     6 

■'20 

'21 

10  12    2 

33 

3 

2 

272 

150 

6406 

200 

44 

0    9 

1  10    0 

34 

1 

19 

948 

32 

2 

0    9 

35 

278 

'46 

17411 

6053 

409761 

47788 

5155 

2    0 

497 

103 

50'i5'l0 

36 

475 

60 

31653 

5134 

667098 

791 76 

2631 

2    4 

112 

128 

85    6    9 

37 

4 

202 

6989 

501 

41 

1     6 

0    6    0 

38 

288 

■54 

20903 

5352 

548735 

a')447 

5864 

2    6J 

807 

230 

85  11     8 

39 

18 

4 

1477 

426 

37603 

4599 

180 

2    3 

4    8    6 

40 

50 

7 

4031 

878 

78071 

79<il 

715 

1  11 

'74 

■56 

11  14    4 

3177 

472 

214220 

47733 

4254085 

476676 

42129 

646 

2982 

899 

666  10  10 

30*4 

567 

184649 

44555 

36&5471 

451837 

39528 

532 

3314 

1260 

603    6  11 

1 

7 

573 

21807 

4436 

07 

4    0 

10 

1  16    6 

2 

125 

'62 

8845 

4268 

247446 

28513 

6140 

1  10 

501 

278 

34    8    0 

3 

6 

-   494 

13305 

1518 

239 

6 

1  16    5 

4 

4 

359 

11947 

1631 

140 

2"6 

"9 

2 

1     0  10 

5 

46 

15 

2415 

657 

.19197 

6723 

1123 

1     7 

79 

12 

11  15    5 

6 

13 

4 

1242 

267 

31261 

3599 

449 

2    0 

18 

2 

3  10    0 

135 

46 

10026 

3122 

242030 

28360 

3540 

1  11 

500 

228 

28  12  11 

8 

13 

1 

929 

110 

27468 

2852 

85 

2    U 

4 

7 

2  10    5 

9 

249 

76 

21004 

5620 

468270 

66213 

13213 

2    1 

1073 

181 

76  12    0 

10 
11 
12 

21 

6 

1454 

299 

46332 

5544 

734 

1  lU 

•  - 

33 

6    4    0 

19 

■4 

1792 

188 

45823 

5321 

778 

2'0 

\    '.: 

'97 

s'ia'  7 

13 

2 

303 

10406 

1420 

147 

2    5J 

i    .. 

5 

017    4 

14 

3 

190 

7583 

1101 

103 

2    8 

15 

167 

■54 

13645 

4277 

352796 

4.3073 

8508 

2    0 

I    ;■. 

401 

460 

47"6'  0 

16 

1 

1 

173 

83 

9021 

1518 

213 

2  11 

i    .. 

3 

0  15    0 

«  Lose. 


t  Before  deducting  the  losg  of  je2,195. 
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Rbtubn  of  Tbade,  Ac,  for 


NAME  OF  SOCIETT. 


No.ot 
lUem- 
ben. 


LIABILITIES. 


Share 
CapiUl. 


Loans, 
ioclDd- 
Ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


R«- 

ierre 
Fund. 


Taloe  o( 

Land, 
Bldinga, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


HonM 
Prop- 
erty. 


AU 
other 
Invest- 
menta. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Qooda. 


Dewsbury  District  —Con. 

Horbury 

Liversedge 

MiddlestowD    

Mirfleld  Industrial    

,,       Perseverance  . . . 

Morley    

Ossett 

Ravensthorpe   

Wakefield  Borough 

„        Industrial    . . . 

Retail  Sees.  Total  for  1917 

Distrib.  Federation — 
West  Yorl<shire  Coal  Fed- 
eration     


2106 
1235 

891 
2066 

989 
8139 
.3619 

526 
2639 
7454 


£ 

38954 

7519 

13841 

85791 

11167 

193156 

47878 

7596 

22&38 

50797 


£ 

4250 
49 

459 
6355 

858 
1061 
7337 


7586 


£ 

1256 

674 

2229 

1661 

649 

5348 

1538 

630 

1707 

4058 


14684 
4194 
6789 

12413 
4099 

29058 

16553 
1204 
7099 

31849 


£ 

8604 

2280 

2948 

7132 

1424 

25118 

13832 

1688 

5600 

36512 


£ 

11376 

240 

1229 

5747 

452 

22019 

800 

2848 

3000 

3888 


£ 

13241 
2280 
7565 

24418 

8328 

134097 

30070 
4140 

11301 
6859 


£ 

1653 
82 

1841 

1250 
422 

1124 
685 
260 
978 

1987 


75511 


1334797 


48232 


302658 


300603 


254392 


724362 


21630 


23424 


50 


947 


25539 


6862 


Productive  Society — 
Dewsbury  Co-op.Laundry 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail    Societies    Total   for 

previous  year  ( 1  91 6)  .... 
Distrib.  Federation  Total  for 

previous  year  (1916)    . 
Productive  Societies  Total  for 

previou s  year  (.191&)  . 
District  Total  for  previous 

2/ear(1916) 


3448 


1950 


538 


536 


3765 


75565 


1361669 


62400 


49717 


:B03194 


254392 


No.    6 — Bast    Yorkshirk 

District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 

Beverley 

bCastleford  and  Allerton   . 
„         Industelal    . . . 

Driffield   

Escrick  

Hull    

Kippax 

Market  Weigbton 

Pocklington 

ftRiccall    

Scarborough    

Selby 

Tadcaster 

«Wetherby 

York  

Ketail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society- 
Hull  Printers 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 91 6)   . . 

Producii^'e  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1916)  .- 

District  Total  for  previous 
VearOQie) 


71432 
44 
10 

71486 


905 

4816 

5673 

404 

172 

28000 

1284 

820 

700 

80 

2215 

904 

868 

621 

12400 


59862 


65 


59927 


57249 
65 
57314 


1324452 

21760 

3417 

1349629 


4807 

34296 

39281 

4282 

1763 

195878 

8815 

7249 

2563 

78 

13525 

9710 

6463 

4256 

154247 


487213 


2268 


489481 


465157 

2284 

467441 


54441 

50 

1441 

55932 


847 

3672 
265 

53464 

897 

360 

74 

5 

3799 

665 

1261 

458 

16621 


82388 


2506 


84894 


68810 
2606 


45268 
901 
512 

46681 


667 
3403 
3689 
300 
522 
8386 
1068 
370 
785 
136 
171 
648 
672 
327 
8014 


29158 


2737 


31895 


26919 
2222 


71316  29141 


289123 


312 


3847 

9298 

23156 

1707 

985 

101219 

5478 

3724 

3246 

316 
5685 
2530 
4066 
2a53 
53444 


221554 


960 


222514 


191493 


192332 


308053 


3776 
311829 


1122 

193 

17848 

1074 

19 

132210 

2729 

1042 

1017 

23 

11752 

2329 

3487 

2077 

59228 


236150 


6011 


242161 


233862 

5812 

239674 


261097 


261097 


6804 
1000 
1013 


634 

597 

1010 

3972 


21024 


21024 


20392 


20392 


1706 


457 


751607 


28949 


23621 
1383 


2134 

42115 

8646 

2221 

1772 

44616 

3614 

2366 

3295 

324 

2007 

6599 

970 

869 

84484 


206032 


206353 


206360 

461 

206821 


22582 

5565 

404 

28551 


1335 
461 
543 

8523 

1000 
848 

1725 

965 
364 
513 
699 
62 


17387 


017 


18804 


19688 
650 


*  No  recent  figures  available. 


f  Niue  mouths'  trading. 


1917, 

North- Western  Section. 



743 

No 

of 

PROFIT. 

EinployeeB  on 
Deo.  8l8t. 

Wages. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

Net 

In- 
terest 
on 

Aver- 
age 
Divi- 

Bonus 
on 

Subscriptions.                1 

DlBtrl- 

Pro- 

Distrl- 

Pro- 

Educa- 

Chari-1 

butlve. 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional 

table    CooperatiTS 

Capital! 

per£. 

Pur- 

Pur         Union. 

1 

poses- 

poses. 

S, 

& 

& 

& 

& 

a.  d. 

S. 

jE 

& 

£,    s.  d. 

17 

40 

11 

3390 

915 

94522 

11373 

1590 

2    U 

119 

56 

10  12    6 

18 

16 

1238 

31321 

3781 

339 

2    2 

» 

27 

6    7    6 

19 

21 

9 

1700 

440 

52197 

6754 

638 

2    5 

^ 

9 

4    3    4 

20 

48 

22 

3826 

1151 

90362 

11183 

1444 

2    U 

i     9 

70 

10    5    6 

21 

15 

1173 

36727 

4976 

439 

2    5i 

f.. 

76 

4  16    0 

22 

138 

58 

9633 

3444 

328825 

36880 

7735 

1     8 

f592 

111 

41    4    0 

23 

55' 

21 

4823 

1965 

121553 

14514 

2167 

1  10 

♦ 

115 

18    8  10 

24 

6 

436 

16956 

2444 

313 

1, 

9 

2  18    4 

25 

42 

2 

2782 

147 

79156 

8210 

1079 

1     9 

12  12    1 

26 

156 

41 

10914 

2346 

258792 

18399 

2150 

1     2i 

308 

25 

38    6    9 

1348 

433 

103359 

29299 

2705103 

320342 

53373 

3613 

1822 

372    7    3 

27 

28 

1 

109 

78119 

2317 

1142 

0    4 

0    5    0 

2 

41 

2179 

2438 

5026 

489 

172 

0    5 

1 

0    5    0 

1351 

474 

103647 

31737 

2788248 

323148 

54687 

3613 

1823 

372  17    3 

1351 

434 

96482 

28588 

2448144 

369388 

51806 

4188 

1501 

342    6    6 

1 

109 

74517 

2697 

988 

0    5    0 

43 

2258 

4578 

530 

170 

2 

0    5    0 

1352 

477 

96591 

30846 

2627239 

372615 

52964 

4188 

1503 

342  16    6 

1 

15 

1 

1059 

110 

23010 

1860 

214 

1     2 

36 

4 

4    8    4 

2 

4917 

140714 

32945 

1517 

8 

113 

28 

7863 

2079 

201321 

22126 

1859 

1     0 

242 

57 

29    8    6 

4 

9 

518 

10240 

873 

191 

1     2 

6 

5 

5 

1  19  11 

5 

4 

269 

20299 

1016 

70 

1     6 

0  17    2 

6 

669 

134 

40630 

13140 

715480 

39010 

9487 

0    0 

762 

257 

136  12    5 

7 

37 

6 

2175 

322 

70428 

5277 

343 

1     6 

23 

6    4    0 

8 

19 

1156 

29988 

1941 

313 

1  n 

8 

3  15    0 

9 

31 

881 

45398 

1451 

74 

2    0 

7 

3    0    3 

10 

75 

1636 

32 

3 

11 

46 

6 

2585 

544 

45507 

3469 

515 

1     44 

80 

7 

10  13    4 

12 

14 

1068 

27297 

2340 

457 

1     4 

10 

18 

4    910 

13 

21 

5 

1314 

208 

29562 

2855 

304 

1     8 

13 

5 

4    8    2 

14 

8 

1 

583 

81 

15104 

1495 

193 

1  lOi 

15 

3    0  11 

15 
16 

319 

93 

25965 

8224 

397836 

31583 

7553 

1     6 

934 

477 

423 

63  10  10 

1805 

274 

91058 

24708 

1773820 

148273 

23093 

.. 

940 

1625 

824 

272  14    8 

,, 

26 

1794 

4353 

340 

113 

43 

.. 

.. 

0  10    G 

1305 

300 

91058 

26502 

1778178 

148613 

23206 

983 

1625 

824 

273    5    2 

1248 

281 

78714 

19525 

1603320 

178620 

21394 

1207 

1916 

702 

243    0    0 

27 

1704 

3744 

479 

115 

43 

15 

0  10    6 

1248 

308 

78714 

21229 

1607064 

179099 

21509 

1250 

1931 

702 

243  16    6 

744 


Bbtukn  of  Trade,  &c.,  fob 


NAME    OF    SOCIETT. 


No.  7 — HUDDERSFIBLD  DIS, 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies - 

Brockholes 

Central    Working    Men's 
(Golcar)    

Close  Hill 

Cowms.  Lepton 

Crosland  Moor 

Dogley  Bar    

Emley 

Flockton  

Golcar 

Hepworth 

aHighburton   

Hillhouse   

Hill  Top  (Paddock)    . 

Hinchcliflfe  Mill 

Honley 

Huddersfleld    

Junction   House   (SlAith- 
waite) 

Kirkburton    

Eirkheaton    

Lane  Dyehouse  

Lepton  Field 

„      Town  Bottom 

Linthwaite 

Longwood    

Marsden  Equitable  . . 

Meltham  Industrial    . 
„       Mills  Provident. 

Milnsbridge    

Netherthong    

Nettleton 

Parkgate  and  Berry  Brow 

Scapegoat  Hill 

Scissett 

Sheepridge 

Shelley   

Shepley 

Skelmanthorpe   

Slaithwalte 

South  Crosrnd&Nethertn 

Wooldale   


Retail  Sees.  Total  for  1917 

Distrib.  Federations— 
Holmflrth  Boot  and  Shoe 
Scarwood  Coal 


D  istrib  Feder .  Total  fori  91 7 

Productive  Society — 
Wm.  Thomson  and  Sons. 

District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail    Societies    Total   for 

preHovs  near  (1 91  fi)   . 
Distrib  Federation  Total  for 

previous  year  HQie)   . 
tProd'ictive  Societies  Total  for 

previous  year  (1 916)  . 

^District  Total  for  previous 

»/ear  (1916) 


UJIBIUTIES. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


Share 
Capital. 


Lowis, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fond. 


Valae  nf 

Land, 
Bldings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


House 
Prop- 
erty. 


other 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooods. 


430 

600 

958 

261 

1199 

220 
452 
278 

1130 
673 
310 

3181 
778 

1164 

1310 
20200 

329 
324 
349 
527 
178 
121 
968 
8-38 

1118 

1238 
233 

2051 
321 
194 

1080 
314 

12a") 

475 
407 
499 
583 
3037 
588 
690 


•0791 


422 
51225 


48148 

12 

429 

48589 


9422 

8136 

25802 

2200 

21083 

3356 

6383 

2682 

44143 

25534 

3875 

29248 

10220 

12442 

27832 

240207 

2389 

5433 

8986 

75.34 

2149 

851 

16116 

16179 

25346 

40568 

3035 

21031 

8139 

1259 

25841 

7476 

11274 

8246 

9263 

11545 

17272 

64368 

11552 

23658 


822174 


1200 
1600 


2800 


14870 


839844 


756507 

2i)00 

16717 

775724 


848 

723 

1341 

60 

400 

372 

242 

966 

3414 

3289 


2.50 
100 
3581 

27273 


962 

10210 

5003 

1013 
675 
124 
1309 
1489 
1661 

200 
746 
429 
25429 
10 
1556 


94692 


20021 


114713 


93119 

a5 

21513 
114667 


398 

358 

2912 

39 

778 

336 

416 

603 

1314 

712 

378 

1052 

662 

750 

1543 

9187 


425 
533 
375 
147 
270 
558 
641 
635 

1485 
389 
278 
252 
177 

2000 
411 
567 
487 
342 
398 
627 

4.326 
839 
854 


38454 


175 
14 


189 


3972 


42615 


41452 

340 

4861 

46&53 


1017 

2581 
4957 
949 
5218 
1549 
4030 
1429 
5810 
7586 
1751 

10371 
2286 
7118 
5536 

91317 

1536 
1328 
1537 
2836 

489 

681 
3692 
6379 
8772 
8935 

560 
8712 
17.52 

576 
4444 
1672 
4818 
2356 
1818 
2235 
4915 
11802 
6100 
3431 


245481 


20671 


267545 


221618 

1327 

25791 

248736 


1757 

2992 
4426 

14-2 
3114 

588 

833 
1089 
4200 
2627 

532 
13394 

847 
1710 
9558 
77696 

630 

346 

1219 

1720 

445 

2590 
3184 
8350 
5234 

7491 
2263 
1046 
2660 
1229 
4504 
1.506 
2216 
873 
3577 
15601 
2308 
3399 


197896 


105 


663 


198664 


196401 

122 

2303 

1' 


£ 

1212 

1200 
11300 

2801 

38 

707 

2054 

1004 

2796 
115 
570 

4823 
45417 


1008 
2680 
3150 


5129 
4797 
12245 
5158 

278 
471 

9980 

50 

2068 

1105 

2909 
737 
3727 
1292 
4075 


132247 
1851 


134098 


6980 

3225 

11795 

1945 

13738 

2277 

2895 

1751 

42113 

20228 

2961 

8963 

9160 

6182 

16517 

85996 

1440 
3952 
4925 
1984 
1876 
951 
7181 
6146 
9665 

32778 
3320 
8821 
5589 
411 

15935 
7376 
4291 
5011 
6931 
7950 

10398 

74808 
4880 

16943 


480278 


506 
951 


1457 


5290 


487025 


473186 
2221 
3834 

478741 


372 

1004 
854 
20 

1307 
252 
661 
840 
340 

1366 
381 
768 
748 
960 
425 

2284 

503 
299 
651 
361 
107 
73 

1101 
507 

1089 

1377 
299 

1062 
339 
101 
732 
446 
870 
246 
534 
.531 
839 

1185 
903 
.569 


27296 


30 
1414 


1444 


15880 


44070 


26539 
1664 
15819 
44022 


h  Societies,      t  Colne  Valley  Baking  included  in  this  total ;  society  now  taken  over  by  C.W.8. 


1917, 

North-Western  Section 

745 

No 

ol 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

Einplo> 
I>ec." 

eex  on 

81st. 

Wages. 

Sales 

daring  the 

Year. 

Net 

in.    1 
terest 

Aver- 
age 

Bonus 

Sabscriptions.                | 

1 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Profit. 

on 

Divi- 

on 

F.dnca 

Chari- 

bacive. 

dactve. 

bntive. 

dnctiTe. 

Share 
Capital 

dend 
per£. 

Wages. 

tional 
Pur- 

table   Co-operatlTe     1 
Pur          Union.         | 

poses. 

poses.  I 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£   s.  a. 

1 

7 

1 

584 

113 

19897 

2245 

378 

1  lOJ 

7 

5 

2    6    4 

2 

8 

2 

518 

214 

22441 

3035 

368 

2  11 

10 

2  12    1 

3 

17 

2 

1528 

66 

44281 

5775 

1150 

2     4i 

7 

12 

5    0    0 

4 

4 

330 

11361 

1505 

79 

2     9 

3 

1     8    9 

5 

22 

"8 

1911 

606 

55429 

6560 

843 

2    li 

'20 

18 

6    15 

G 

3 

272 

9464 

1080 

128 

2    4 

10 

1     0  10 

7 

8 

"l 

740 

'29 

24178 

1916 

287 

1     6 

2 

2    7  10 

8 

3 

2 

404 

42 

20799 

2097 

107 

2     3 

0 

18 

7 

1920 

575 

56491 

8420 

1910 

2  11J 

'•io 

j'io'  1 

10 

17 

2 

1220 

113 

47971 

5221 

1135 

1  11 

■]0 

12 

3    9    7 

11 

3 

399 

14281 

2538 

151 

3    5 

2 

12 

00 

"io 

4730 

701 

1052.55 

13032 

1355 

2    3 

80 

]5'i7"l0 

13 

11 

882 

29858 

4422 

494 

2    8 

5 

3  16  11 

14 

22 

1815 

47020 

5622 

548 

2    6 

71 

6    0    5 

15 

30 

"7 

1929 

619 

54579 

4921 

1110 

1     9 

'28 

26 

6  11  10 

16 

488 

152 

41906 

10855 

793028 

75712 

10361 

1  103 

859 

359 

98  13    0 

17 

5 

417 

13546 

2054 

116 

3    8 

1  10    2 

18 

4 

325 

15513 

1802 

214 

2    2 

"16 

1  12  11 

19 

() 

"1 

441 

160 

1 9936 

2125 

334 

2    9 

7 

1  12    4 

20 

11 

1 

869 

123 

19675 

2569 

311 

2    4 

14 

2  10    0 

SI 

2 

186 

a574 

1214 

89 

2    8 

2 

1     2  -6 

22 

2 

150 

6780 

1079 

38 

3    1 

2 

23 

15 

"4 

1245 

308 

37588 

3677 

619 

2    li 

10 

5"6'  5 

24 

8 

4 

1299 

376 

43165 

4488 

733 

1  lOi 

18 

4    2  11 

25 

25 

15 

2375 

953 

66132 

5553 

1118 

1     8 

14 

5    8    2 

20 

23 

13 

2158 

868 

78002 

11652 

1705 

2    7i 

14 

250 

6    5    8 

27 

3 

221 

8.331 

1335 

151 

3 

1     1     4 

28 

30 

'12 

2536 

819 

79159 

8158 

887 

3' '2 

21 

9  16  10 

29 

5 

1 

406 

67 

14560 

1537 

382 

2    0 

12 

1  10  10 

30 

2 

214 

7753 

1120 

63 

2  10 

4 

31 

25 

*  '2 

1919 

146 

51971 

6522 

1032 

2    1 

15 

5' '.5'  3 

32 

7 

2 

486 

179 

19782 

2403 

328 

2    4 

11 

1     9    4 

33 

16 

4 

1473 

295 

54631 

4275 

549 

1  10 

17 

6  10  11 

34 

6 

434 

18688 

2668 

347 

2    7 

4 

2    3    4 

35 

7 

'  '2 

481 

162 

22278 

2525 

416 

2    li 

6 

2    1   10 

36 

6 

3 

582 

137 

23823 

2695 

536 

1  11 

18 

2  12    1 

37 

11 

1 

941 

38 

35658 

2921 

780 

1     5 

8 

2  19    2 

38 

69 

41 

5448 

2770 

161889 

19600 

3005 

2    6i 

5 

31 

15  12    6 

39 

13 

5 

9()8 

555 

33813 

3925 

546 

2    0 

5 

3    0    0 

40 
41 

13 

7 

1237 

278 

34129 

3758 

1005 

2    0 

'io 

16 

3    7    8 

1035 

312 

87959 

22047 

2231609 

243751 

35768 

966 

1139 

247  13    1 

3 

4 

159 

449 

3641 

401 

50 

2    0 

1 

0  10    0 

42 
43 

2 

281 

25702 

3721 

80 

2    3 

0    5    0 

5 

4 

440 

449 

29343 

4122 

130 

1 

0  15    0 

lf)6 

11884 

81611 

<;606 

743 

52 

3    5    0 

1040 

422 

88399 

34380 

2342563 

1:247873 

36641 

966 

1192 

251  13    1 

896 

456 

70666 

25909 

1986017 

300275 

30449 

1008 

638 

231  17    3 

5 

4 

433 

495 

27148 

4209 

116 

2 

0  15    0 

134 

11291 

66162 

258 

740 

40 

3  10    0 

901 

594 

71099 

37695 

2079327 

304742 

31305 

1068 

680 

236    2    3 

{  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  i£606.        e  liOS?. 


746 
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NAMK   OF  SOOIKTT. 


No.  of 
Hem- 
ben. 


LIABIUTIE8. 


Share 
Capitel. 


Loaoi, 
inolad- 
ing  any 
Orer- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
■erre 
Fond. 


No.  8 — Macolesfikld, 

Crewe,  and  Dist. — 
Retail  Distrib-  Societies— 

Burslem   

Butt  Lane    

IJongleton 

Crewe  Friendly 

Disley   

Dove  Holes   

Great  Rocks    

Hazel  Grove    

Leek  and  Moorlands 

Macclesfield 

Malkins  Bank    

Peak  Forest 

Poynton  and  Worth 

Sandbach  , 

Silverdale , 

tStockport     

,,        Great  Moor   . . 

Styal 

Whitehough 

Winnington,    Northwich. 
and  District 

Winsford    

Woodley 

Youlgrave 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Societies — 

aLeek  Silk  Twist  Manuf'g 

Macclesfield  Silk  Manuf'g. 

Nantwich  Boot  and  Shoe 

I'roduc.  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

District  Total  for  191 7 

lietail  Societies  Total  fat 
previous  year  (1916)  .... 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 916) 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (ldl6) 


No.  9 — Manchester  Dis, — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societiea- 

Beswick   

Blackley 

Broadbottom 

Chisworth 

Clifton    

Compstall 

Denton  and  Haugbton  . . 

Droylsden    

Eccles 

Failsworth 

Glossop  Dale 

Hadfleld 

Haugbton  Green 

Hayfleld   

Hollingworth 

Hyde 


17122 

2556 

4200 

I20C3 

362 

411 

215 

1322 

4524 

7.58f) 

249 

9() 

57H 

2443 

6050 

1 3073 

476 

271 

79 

4619 

3720 

753 

531 


84193 


119 
264 
109 


492 


84685 


79713 

497 

80210 


16152 

7606 

355 

194 

698 

3740 

1797 

7626 

19280 

12225 

3550 

1704 

561 

598 

825 

3591 


£ 

119167 

24289 

48226 

207161 

7853 

4908 

3004 

25258 

41842 

97417 

2634 

828 

21120 

35687 

58033 

192430 

574(i 

1735 

605 

38535 

40180 

9056 

3957 


8809 

8648 

793 


18250 


1007921 


974187 

18270 

992457 


147048 

108483 

1815 

1352 

14822 

61327 

34421 

98621 

284653 

186606 

78703 

44572 

4681 

8593 

11742 

50314 


£ 

7177 

10457 

12908 

22242 

950 

941 

134 

1612 

8457 

420&5 


32 

4530 

284 

3071 


19852 

3534 

1627 

247 


140928 


8571 

10910 

575 


20056 


1C0984 


139035 
20162 
150197 


27945 

1216 

1 

1695 

12396 

4295 

9490 

47163 

16535 

7537 

5788 

1648 

1717 

9079 


£ 

7544 

2280 

2313 

2:3828 

809 

649 

468 

1470 

2308 

3393 

217 

.544 

794 

943 

7886 

3654 

430 

535 

6 

4636 

2740 

452 

2483 


70382 


2489 
434 


2923 


'3305 


■1565 


74393 


9154 

5492 

120 

289 

611 

4948 

1654 

12641 

13595 

11514 

4828 

1482 

200 

625 

271 

2204 


iValoe  of 

Land. 
Bldings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


£ 

56041 

17444 

12053 

65551 

985 

1666 

1964 

5048 

25873 

32126 

524 

780 

3106 

12599 

1 9829 

57323 

1893 

1043 

203 

19332 

13513 

2583 

2785 


M4264 


9782 
9871 
1101 


20754 


375018 


321667 
19551 
341218 


44163 

31495 

730 

860 

4880 

15610 

0729 

57114 

69550 

51155 

9585 

6286 

2509 

2578 

2939 

13372 


Hooie 
Prop- 
erty. 


63820 

7694 

12247 

67052 

939 

456 

1090 

7093 

20585 

21377 

95 

2346 
13017 

12518 

62861 

1862 

87 

173 

20741 

15813 

2378 

1158 


335409 


4074 

4016 

905 


8995 


344404 


329751 

9537 

339288 


182455 


77674 

37641 

415 

4 

3764 

15684 

7473 

53180 

112n6 

43247 

13211 

5014 

714 

941 

2685 

13079 


272 

6824 

3891 

57390 

2808 

139 

6365 

3965 

3.3217 

285 

2594 
3027 
6114 
16874 
770 


14179 
5130 
-3040 
137 


167021 


167021 


2578 
27786 


4284 

15823 

3745 

17458 

105676 

52408 

12357 

4195 

1437 

1663 

2310 

13641 


All 
other 
Inveat- 
menta. 


Owins 
to  the 
Society 

(or 
Ooodi. 


44620 

7698 

41732 

68799 

5135 

4617 

706 

11668 

8169 

65566 

2194 

■  768 

14818 

13505 

33:519 

82095 

2932 

1215 

258 

E 

15927 

15348 

3618 

2414 


447121 


4603 

1982 

442 


7027 


454148 


436563 

6073 

442638 


81103 

27757 

933 

889 

5821 

41999 

21126 

17262 

75867 

8n57 

60730 

38653 

2568 

6322 

4300 

25754 


2718 

8373 

25345 

582 

526 

289 

1412 

3246 

5016 

156 

402 

514 

2850 

1520 

4704 

164 

235 

109 

843 

4208 

632 

971 


59905 


10751 
6221 


17070 


76975 


62097 
17605 
79702 


3952 

2105 

153 

163 

564 

1550 

2086 

244 

7802 

191 

8 

335 

333 

399 

585 

1121 


t  Nine  months'  trading. 


1917,  ISI  okth-Westebn  Section. 

747 

No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PBOFIT. 

Employees  on 
Dec.  Slat. 

Wagea. 

Sale* 

during  the 

Yew. 

Net 
Profit. 

In- 
terest 

OD 

Share 

Arer- 

DiTl- 
dend 

Bonni 

on 
Wagei. 

SolMcriptloni. 

Diitrl- 
bative. 

Pro- 

laotre. 

DiBtri- 
bntive. 

Pro- 
dactlTe. 

Cdno- 
tional 

Chari- 
table   Co-operatlre 

Capitall 

per  £.. 

Pur- 

Pur 

Union. 

— 

1 

_     ..^     1 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£  s.  a. 

!» 

1 

373 

71 

23970 

6627 

[538756 

51565 

5115 

1    8 

707 

115 

79  »  0 

2 

61 

10 

3787 

886 

99454 

10695 

1082 

1  11 

92 

14 

12  2  10 

3 

74 

25 

6073 

2322 

180376 

26936 

2246 

2    7 

339 

73 

21   5  5 

4 

353 

166 

25606 

12319 

562793 

66385 

7880 

2    0 

443 

65    1  10 

5 

8 

568 

19188 

2455 

292 

2    4 

'32 

11 

1  15    9 

6 

4 

389 

15291 

1660 

165 

2    li 

21 

5 

2    16 

7 

4 

284 

7291 

964 

132 

2    1 

4 

1    0  10 

8 

31 

"6 

2288 

462 

53528 

7450 

071 

2    IJ 

60 

6  16    3 

g 

81 

21 

6089 

2053 

139042 

16695 

1926 

1  11 

87 

21  14    9 

10 

170 

53 

14017 

3759 

275445 

35449 

4074 

2    3 

400 

119 

39    7    9 

11 

3 

I 

187 

70 

9325 

1531 

116 

3    2 

3 

12 

3 

159 

6975 

531 

39 

2    1 

1 

0'"8"  8 

13 

13 

"2 

1101 

148 

33211 

4055 

833 

1  Hi 

19 

2  19    4 

14 

62 

23 

3627 

1832 

105533 

9597 

1626 

1     7 

195 

12    6    8 

15 

119 

20 

6706 

2073 

194175 

26636 

2734 

2    3 

50 

"74 

31     9    2 

16 

297 

37 

16506 

2715 

394587 

49188 

5578 

2    2 

489 

90 

64    9  11 

17 

9 

1 

905 

26 

19962 

1830 

215 

1     8i 

4 

2    8    8 

18 

5 

2 

339 

139 

9452 

1282 

75 

2    6 

7 

18    3 

19 

1 

73 

990 

70 

6 

1    0 

0    7    6 

20 

134 

24 

8350 

1693 

144909 

17211 

1672 

2    0 

144 

510 

22    4    2 

21 

91 

19 

0544 

1409 

164168 

18697 

1828 

2    3 

205 

631 

18  16    2 

22 

12 

2 

774 

143 

27493 

4225 

343 

2    5J 

9 

3  15    4 

23 

24 

12 

690 

17958 

1321 

176 

1     9 

17 

2  15    2 

1920 

483 

129032 

38676 

3019902 

356428 

39024 

205 

2409 

2296 

414    4  11 

110 

8148 

49943 

4634 

441 

700 

49 

2    0    0 

25 

111 

7504 

27108 

579 

2    0    0 

20 

29 

1279 

7158 

531 

"61 

\"o 

■44 

5 

110 

250 

16931 

84209 

5744 

502 

744 

54 

5    1     0 

1920 

733 

129032 

55607 

3104111 

362172 

39526 

949 

2469 

2350 

419    5  11 

1923 

487 

116153 

39355 

2733228 

367739 

38486 

176 

2391 

4943 

381  11     7 

246 

16753 

80927 

5423 

401 

700 

7 

51 

5    10 

1923 

733 

1161 53 

56108 

2814155 

373162 

38947 

876 

2398 

4994 

386  12    7 

1 

298 

49 

26159 

4931 

520580 

69179 

5803 

2    9 

6 

76 

279 

130 

2 

195 

26 

12790 

4293 

258616 

30404 

4023 

2    li 

704 

35 

36" "s"  5 

3 

5 

316 

6806 

683 

47 

2    0 

4 

3 

274 

8234 

927 

52 

2    7i 

6 

21 

"3 

1329 

375 

34811 

4657 

693 

2  4 

■19 

s'ii'  0 

6 

81 

17 

6057 

1440 

131239 

17948 

2380 

2    2j 

170 

89 

18    6    5 

7 

45 

6 

3569 

653 

91448 

9972 

1449 

2    O} 

20 

54 

8  14    4 

8 

204 

53 

16536 

3630 

312411 

42192 

4136 

2    2 

145 

777 

38  11     4 

0 

631 

76 

44279 

8926 

726a37 

73552 

3167 

1     9i 

1952 

188 

99  17    1 

10 

310 

52 

25691 

6431 

440087 

48879 

8023 

2    0 

739 

268 

61  19    1 

11 

76 

24 

5570 

1719 

144633 

19647 

3015 

2    6 

252 

156 

17    8    0 

12 

34 

12 

3100 

882 

72032 

8794 

1913 

2    1 

20 

37 

8  19    1 

13 

14 

4 

1060 

270 

30841 

3540 

203 

2    4 

11 

2  16    6 

14 

12 

2 

751 

188 

20754 

2675 

315 

2    2i 

"14 

24 

2  18    6 

15 

18 

4 

1559 

374 

30&58 

3446 

545 

1  li: 

17 

17 

4    1     3 

16 

75 

26 

6514 

1385 

125978 

12910 

2032 

1  11: 

156 

97 

18    0    0 

718 


Return  of  Trade,  &c.,  for 


NAME   or   800IETT. 


No.ot 
Uem- 
beti. 


LIABIUTIES. 


Sh«r« 
Capital. 


Loans, 
Includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Banlc. 


Re- 
aerre 
Fand. 


Valne  of 

Land, 
BldinKS, 
Macbin- 
er^,  and 


Honae 
Prop- 
erty. 


AU 
otiier 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 


Manchester  Disteict — Con 
Manchester  and  SaUord. . 

New  Mills 

New  Moston    

Pendleton 

Prestwich 

Rhodes 

Roe  Green — Worsley. . . . 

Swinton — Industrial 

,,  Moorside    

Whaley  Bridge  &  Buxton 
Whitefleld  and  Unsworth 

Retail  Sees.  Total  for  1917 

Distrib.  Federation— 
Hadfleld  &  Hol'ngw'th  CI 

Productive  Societies — 
Co-op.  Sundries  Manufac- 
turing (Droylsden) 

Eccles  Manufacturing 
Hyde  Co-op.  Laundry 
M 'cheater  &  Dist.Laund'y 
Manchester — Newspaper 
„  Printing   ■ 

Produc.  Socs.  Total  for  191 7 

District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail   Societies    Total   for 

previous  jiear  (1916)   ... 
Distrib.  Federation  Total  jot 

previous  year  ( 1 9i6)    ... 
Productive  Societies  Total  fot 

previous  year  (1916)  .... 
District  Total   for  previous 

year  {19\6) 


21438 

2921 

698 

il563 

5234 

1281 

237 

864 

993 

2.5.54 

1094 


149379 


A2 


No.  10— North-East  Lan- 

oASHreE  District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 
Accrington  and  Church . . 
„  Provident    . . 

Barnoldswick 

Barrowford  Industrial. . . 

Billington  and  Whalley . . 

Blaclcburn — Daisyfleld  . . 

,,  Excelsior    . . 

„  Grimshaw  P 

,,  Industrial  . . 

Livesey 


Brierflcld 

Burnley    

Clayton-le-Moora  . . 

Clitheroe , 

Colne 

Darwen  Industrial 
t      „       Provident 

Earby  

Great  Harwood  . . , 

Higham    

Hoddlesden 


520 
226 
7 
fel5 
357 
737 


1862 
151243 


2174714 


146092 

7i2 

1812 

147906 


10875 

841 

1818 

714 

740 

41 51 

415 

.>120 

4466 

495 

1589 

10730 

2676 

1789 

0639 

9459 

1900 

1091 

3509 

163 


£ 

252022 

58250 

8694 

462221 

76465 

22694 

9169 

8521 

11577 

44494 

18626 


2074486 


1000 


25153 
14511 
3564 
20970 
11731 
23299 


99228 


2208.355 

1000 

95192 

2304547 


284539 

5954 

286.38 

9701 

17467 

82190 

3594 

59677 

60448 

4981 

22607 

265691 

54270 

23487 

109577 

367805 

20144 

21569 

80498 

1892 

9032 


£ 

12330 

34:53 

316 

19804 

46159 

1498 

1576 

2012 

2438 

6463 

93 


£ 

3383 

3462 

801 

22627 

2324 
550 
364 
918 
559 

2064 
325 


£ 

61166 

11532 

2109 

124467 

22242 
5101 
1.570 
4978 
4931 

11137 
3532 


£ 

£ 

84134 

519.39 

10989 

19574 

2172 

1076 

129427 

79665 

33078 

66858 

1918 

7621 

1004 

3035 

.3322 

1885 

3337 

3983 

6017 

10859 

4726 

4242 

242627 


107011 


575320 


667566 


507 


107 


6594 
7173 
1960 
9489 
5341 


5326 
3454 

160 

186 

22973 


23637 

12177 

903 

5148 
35105 


11734 
11162 

4561 
.30097 

8597 
12848 


30557 


32039 


76970 


78999 


273184 


139557 


652665 


•46672 


214369 


284.51 
242820 


110672 

497 

2.3910 

13.5079 


483788 

190 

61848 

.545826 


658164 

110 

79436 

737710 


55411 
6793 
5739 
1747 
4268 
5522 

250 

11793 

326 

11182 

17584 

38810 

6701 

13966 

10693 

4754 

1.538 

14481 

2045 


8409 

45 

1045 

621 
2014 
2373 
39 
3275 
2051 

410 
1115 
13782 
3225 
2878 
4430 
13901 
1202 
13.53 
2801 

135 


61738 

6915 
11487 

2704 

5155 

13786 

924 

8936 
18302 

1512 
11298 
1149.37 
11100 

7960 
42272 
31932 

6901 

11419 

26341 

638 

3958 


4.3740 

6714 

15894 

2203 

7869 

28375 

488 

18472 

31819 

1920 

9*32 

88899 

6855 

16122 

4n68 

58;?84 

14271 

4781 

23954 

261 

1471 


516098 


556772 


.556772 


158387 

885 

9689 

1496 

.3098 

36420 

1.581 

15.349 

21415 

2025 

10024 

77378 

.59618 

1895 

33009 

210886 

2437 

43.301 

1.50 

4021 


£ 

92299 

25356 

5804 

171183 

7535 

101  CO 
5870 
2163 
4182 

29259 
0852 


858904 


1189 


4817 
1225 
496 
2476 
3184 
14600 


26798 


886891 


107038' 

1420 

17157 

1088964 


99923 

1030 

2500 

6908 

9247 

14289 

1461 

2.5575 

4824 

370 

0406 

5.5270 

21256 

10377 

20540 

106658 

8786 

9158 

12671 

1308 


£ 

4194 
1843 

1301 

132.5 

1463 

57 

612 

569 

1539 

309 


34803 


210 


6819 
2882 
41 
1924 
5244 
19109 


36010 


n032 


3.5209 

116 

26640 

61971 


854 
141 
575 
2109 
526 

2128 
451 
474 

2422 

1057 
688 

1578 
240 

282 
2076 

209 


/(  Societies. 


1917, 

North-Westebn  Section. 

749 

No. 

or       i 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

Employees  on 
Dec.  8l8t. 

Wages. 

Sales 

Subscriptions. 

during  the 

In- 
terest 
on 

Aver- 

DUtri. 

Pro 

Dlstrl- 

Pro- 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

age 
Divi- 

Bonus               1             ,                      -    1 
on       Educa-IChari-i                          | 

butive. 

luctve. 

bative. 

dactlve. 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional      table    Cooperative 

Capital! 

per  £. 

Pur-       Pur           Union. 

i 

poses,    poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  a. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

17 

449 

(Kl 

32690 

0(i88 

008934 

07954 

10802 

2  0 

857 

283 

110    2    0 

18 

58 

10 

4644 

858 

9243S 

11751 

1885 

2  23 

156 

148 

14  15  10 

1» 

13 

2 

1307 

154 

27943 

2915 

326 

2    OJ 

72 

6 

3  10  10 

20 

848 

143 

74565 

14867 

1128167 

128553 

18112 

2  0 

493 

161  13  10 

21  . 

100 

30 

9226 

3271 

1. 58756 

15565 

3340 

2  0 

233 

25 

27     7    (i 

22 

18 

4 

1563 

422 

43148 

3529 

889 

1     6 

18 

6  10    3 

23 

;") 

3 

398 

315 

11.513 

1096 

38;5 

2     3 

'30 

11 

1     2    8 

24 

22 

3 

1468 

255 

36273 

4880 

389 

2  lOi 

'28 

11 

3  19    0 

25 

22 

3 

1248 

562 

36211 

5132 

519 

2    0 

15 

4  16  11 

26 

71 

17 

4778 

1084 

114:i88 

14102 

1693 

2    2 

liio 

39 

12  13    8 

27 
28 

21 

3 

1717 

160 

37891 

3265 

792 

1     (ii 

27 

5  12    4 

3655 

662 

289158 

64139 

5251827 

608747 

76926 

704 

6006 

2978 

673  15  10 

5 

473 

17891 

1 547 

.50 

2    0 

3    3    0 

29 

150 

9884 

1041 48 

8737 

12.35 

0    6 

585 

64 

5    0    0 

30 

■>> 

78 

■745 

4472 

29551 

11.56 

771 

7 

1  15    0 

31 

66 

3585 

8580 

169 

160 

2  '6 

0    5    0 

32 

195 

14710 

30277 

4582 

1049 

2    3 

' 

1     0    0 

33 

■'6 

55 

2051 

4638 

23635 

e265 

488 

42 

15    0    0 

34 

53 

416 

6295 

34691 

163284 

17787 

1148 

l"9 

1401 

401 

12  10    0 

65 

960 

9091 

71980 

359475 

t32431 

4851 

1986 

514 

.35  10    0 

3725 

1622 

298722 

136119 

5629193 

642725 

81827 

2690 

6006 

3492 

712    8  10 

3468 

749 

248382 

60398 

4709033 

730797 

87669 

754 

6802 

2701 

6.50    6    7 

6 

456 

16715 

1967 

50 

5 

57 

1110 

8023 

67970 

330943 

26438 

5111 

2336 

508 

21     5    0 

3531 

1859 

256861 

128368 

5056691 

759202 

92830 

3090 

0802 

3209 

671  11     7 

1 

23() 

'.)9 

14418 

11432 

396630 

00482 

11817 

2    7 

762 

310 

54    6    1 

2 

16 

■J 

1180 

32 

23211 

2216 

248 

2    2 

6 

3  13    1 

3 

32 

22 

2755 

1286 

76442 

7866 

1251 

r  10 

'84 

18 

9    5    0 

4 

10 

5 

749 

343 

23362 

3397 

375 

2     6 

76 

6 

3    9    0 

5 

17 

8 

1323 

538 

32100 

3972 

655 

1  11 

46 

34 

3  15    0 

0 

9!) 

34 

7905 

3026 

147539 

19809 

370s 

2    2i 

77 

21  13    4 

7 

5 

420 

20221 

4113 

161 

4 

8 

98 

47 

7833 

3305 

167874 

19414 

2870 

2'oi 

69 

25"2'  0 

9 

119 

33 

7405 

2434 

1441 89 

1 6502 

2816 

2    1 

68 

22  14    2 

10 

14 

882 

21768 

2220 

2.35 

1  11 

2  10    6 

11 

19 

21 

2380 

1703 

59211 

0809 

857 

2    li 

147 

■13 

7  12    6 

12 

378 

243 

25755 

15121 

631403 

86471 

10378 

2    6 

1908 

216 

96    0    2 

13 

29 

27 

2772 

1.577 

93977 

1 50.30 

2310 

2    8 

160 

106 

13    6    0 

14 

48 

9 

2821 

597 

67443 

9325 

892 

2    9 

121 

40 

9    0    0 

15 

142 

84 

11245 

6421 

284513 

32398 

4210 

2    01 

375 

96 

33    0    5 

16 

183 

80 

10744 

5131 

308540 

61073 

14975 

2  10) 

620 

4617    6 

17 

2587 

34537 

4806 

712 

18 

'22 

"9 

1500 

sis 

43746 

5987 

895 

2"4i 

5 

5'i6"  6 

19 

07 

80 

6934 

5697 

17S792 

25240 

3559 

2    7 

ISO 

60 

18  11     9 

20 

2 

165 

5325 

691 

54 

2    8 

4 

0  15    7 

21 

9 

540 

21,586 

3756 

350 

3    0  1 

:;  1    . 1  '  »  M 

e  Loss. 


%  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  iJ265. 


760                                                                        Betubn  OS*  Tbadb,  &o.,  for 

VAUX  OF  800IETT. 

No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
CkpiUil. 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing an.v 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 

serre 
Fand. 

Valne  of 
Valne  of  -?>"''• 

Investmects. 

Owinc 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooodi. 

Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Bldinga, 
Macbin- 
ery,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Home 
Prop- 
erty. 

All 
other 
InTest- 
menu. 

Nobth-East  Lanoashirb 

District— Con. 
aJji.  Darwen— Excelsior  . . 
,,             Fore  Street 
Low  Jdoor — Nelaon  Street 

209 

280 

310 

10005 

1898 

2886 

1644 

320 

386 

161 

305 

£ 

3579 

5309 

3341 

200411 

49929 

25895 

39875 

4219 

4099 

3827 

4452 

£ 

1273 
3792 

23637 
7716 
5189 
29959 
1204 
2116 
190 
60 

£ 

29 

280 

272 

8094 

2196 

1169 

1465 

414 

435 

237 

150 

£ 

569 
1044 

970 
49973 
5489 
9730 
6858 
1470 

954 

840 
2086 

£ 

1454 
4483 

70175 

4716 

13849 

10721 

302 

2167 

610 

1492 

£ 

2077 
751 

72719 

38124 

4173 

24283 

184 

1043 

1038 

420 

£ 

1147 

3414 

3582 

59325 

14056 

7069 

32821 

4383 

2749 

2286 

1013 

£ 

1717 

30 

1230 

'64 
92 
54 

129 

22 
23 
24 
25 

Oswaldtwistle    

26 

27 

Risbton    

28 

Sabden  Industrial 

Trawdeu 

29 
30 

31 

Winewall    

32 

Ketail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Societies — 
Burnley  Self-Help  Manu 
Nortii-Eaat    Lancashire 

Laundries 

96946 

1878697 

289339 

79845 

480198 

339461 

»?7876 

554276 

193.36 

309 
13 

8774 
4509 

21092 
2350 

385 
200 

16778 
927 

10894 
6324 

474 
432 

7153 
56 

33 
34 

Produc.  Socs.  Tote  I  for  1917 
District  Total  fori  91 7 

Retail   Societies    Total   for 
previous  year  (1 916)   .... 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  i/ear  ilQl  6) 

District  Total  for   previous 
year  (1916) 

322 

13283 

23442 

585 

17705 

17218 

906 

7209 

97268 

1891980 

312781 

80430 

497903 

556679 

837876 

5551 82 

26544 

91927 

326 

92253 

1780605 

13268 

1793873 

257903 
20294 
278197 

08249 

70 

68.319 

417235 
12689 
429924 

576116 
18.318 
594434 

847420 

56 

847476 

424893 

562 

425465 

18036 
5187 
2.3223 

No.   11 — North      Lanca- 
shire District. 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 
Bamher  Bridge 

896 

295 

13311 

3327 

841 

124 

213 

13860 

2058 

1400 

28523 

205 

2138 

466 

6184 

5198 

191394 

32351 

21666 

1933 

2911 

251357 

34557 

25799 

252826 

3153 

18467 

4143 

2548 
124 
6588 
4355 
3821 
135 

117<)9 
4785 
2488 

25054 

188 

2188 

475 

173 

4637 

1173 

2189 

169 

136 

10.322 

1346 

1601 

26631 

18 

2020 

3.30 

3711 

1766 

50497 

13038 

4934 

769 

546 

48052 

10025 

6(U3 

92913 

1225 

8636 

972 

4138 

1244 

01401 

9969 

3816 

618 

36 

53820 

6636 

4963 

74.501 

690 

7684 

1640 

2622 

378 

13449 

9724 

2197 

656 

44021 
6847 
4651 
10.30.50 
1100 
3973 
2.50 

1196 

2461 

89365 

8010 

17325 

454 

2889 

146512 

19199 

15681 

71713 

756 

5094 

2243 

240 

97 

1950 

933 
114 

1572 

628 

1362 

72 

203 

1 

Benthara    ... 

2 
.3 

+ Fleetwood    

4 

Fylde— Kirkham    

5 
6 

Higher  Walton   

Lancaster 

7 
A 

Ley  land  and  Farington. . 
Longridge 

9 
10 

Preston 

11 

Ribchester 

1' 

Southport 

13 

Walmer  Bridge 

14 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society — 
Blackpool  Union  Printers. . 

District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail   Societies    Total   for 
previous  year  (.19\&) 

Productive  Society  Total  for 
prei>ious  year  (1916) 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 

67657 

a51939 

64073 

51220 

243727 

321156 

192918 

382898 

7171 

140 

1139 

1008 

169 

8C1 

895 

314 

815 

15 

67797 

853078 

65081 

51389 

244588 

2320.51 

192918 

383212 

7986 

63214 

139 

6:?353 

8.59786 

1124 

860910 

68367 

1033 

69400 

55737 

169 

55906 

211833 

417 

212250 

231574 

089 

232563 

208125 
208125 

421689 

411 

422100 

6831 

730 

7.561 

f  Nine  months'  trading. 


1917, 

North- Western  Section. 

75 

No. 

0{ 

PBOFIT. 

Employees  on 
Dec.  8lBt. 

W«ge». 

1 

Sklei 

during  the 

Year. 

Met 

In-    1 
tereit  > 
ou 

ATer- 

Dfyi. 

Bonus 
on 

Sobscriptiont.               1 

Oiltri. 

Pro- 

Distrl- 

I 
Pro-    ' 

Bdnca- 

Chari- 

bnt/ve. 

daetTe. 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional 

table    Co-operatiTe    | 

per^e. 

Pur- 

Pur 

Union. 

1 

1 

1 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£     B.    d. 

22 

4 

273 

7368 

1491 

184 

4    0 

23 

3 

271 

11055 

1305 

219 

2    7i 

1     8    2 

24 

4 

305 

11485 

2266 

164 

3    9 

10 

1  12    7 

25 

215 

in 

17523 

14160 

397465 

46324 

7792 

2    U 

1035 

72 

51     3    2 

26 

42 

19 

3022 

1541 

74979 

10303 

2059 

2    2 

i:i7 

42 

0    9    2 

27 

47 

21 

.5021 

1800 

91399 

11856 

1182 

2    6 

284 

45 

14  11     8 

28 

;J7 

20 

3196 

1461 

79192 

10290 

1.5:34 

2    43, 

84 

8    0    5 

29 

4 

308 

11701 

1396 

185 

2    6 

3 

1  14    6 

:{() 

10 

:i 

.  652 

235 

13672 

]  .527 

149 

2    7^ 

2 

2    0    5 

:n 

8 

246 

7075 

802 

150 

2    2 

2 

0  15    5 

32 

5 

3 

550 

164 

13116 

1098 

165 

1   103 

2 

1  11     8 

1049 

1040 

143680 

78822 

3500916 

480241 

77111 

5935 

1395 

470  17    5 

83 

0 

103 

1284 

6063 

&4449 

1399 

436 

1 

2  10    0 

34 

62 

3692 

7714 

589 

225 

27 

0    5    0 

6 

165 

1284 

9755 

92163 

1988 

061 

28 

2  15    0 

1955 

1205 

144964 

88577 

3593079 

482229 

77772 

5935 

1423 

473  12    5 

1800 

1123 

129348 

76734 

2940082 

449318 

71065 

685 

5708 

1308 

472    9    5 

4 

148 

1042 

9272 

75424 

2634 

444 

2  15    0 

1810 

1271 

130390 

86006 

3015506 

451952 

71509 

685 

5708 

1308 

475    4    5 

1 

18 

1 

1245 

98 

27867 

3299 

239 

2    3 

8' 

4    5    9 

2 

5 

352 

10098 

1002 

224 

2    2 

1     0  10 

3 

207 

129 

13291 

10960 

338846 

33626 

6700 

1  10 

402 

94 

59  10    2 

4 

56 

28 

38:59 

1002 

73559 

7347 

1094 

2    0 

150 

58 

10  15    4 

5 

21 

6 

1.556 

338 

39723 

5719 

1005 

2    5^ 

69 

6 

4    5    7 

6 

2 

192 

6763 

981 

75 

2  Hi 

2 

0  12    5 

7 

3 

261 

9118 

1461 

135 

3    2 

5 

1     0  10 

8 

221 

57 

17543 

4491 

383795 

46056 

8675 

2    1 

500 

179 

08  10    8 

9 

43 

18 

3105 

1224 

69692 

9116 

1151 

2    3| 

8 

9    0    0 

10 

26 

19 

2095 

1103 

45958 

558:1 

953 

2    0 

61 

21 

7    3    2 

11 

446 

110 

27635 

8888 

752197 

100219 

9264 

2    6 

1000 

103 

142    5    6 

12 

3 

298 

7080 

782 

135 

2    3i 

1 

10    9 

13 

56 

5 

3279 

612 

09021 

5113 

794 

1     7Jl 

15 

10  19    1 

14 
15 

8 

1 

468 

76 

14280 

1925 

186 

2    0 

3 

2    4    0 

1115 

374 

75159 

28792 

1847997 

222229 

30630 

2197 

487 

329    3    1 

18 

1443 

3518 

131 

53 

15    0 

1115 

392 

75159 

30235 

1851515 

222360 

■imss 

2197 

487 

330    8    1 

1084 

406 

60896 

30776 

1641067 

236871 

30930 

2352 

2231 

:}10  12    0 

10 

1196 

2917 

el  6 

53 

1     5    0 

1084 

422 

69896 

31972 

1643984 

1236871 

30983 

2352 

2231 

311  17    0 

t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  i'l6. 


e  Loss. 


762 


Return  op  Trade,  &c.,  for 


NAME   OF   80CIETT. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ber!. 


No 


12 — North  Lonsdale 
District — 
Retail  Distnb.  Societies— 

Ambleside    

Barrow-in-Furness  .... 
aBroiiKhton-in-Fumess    . , 

Carnforth  , 

Coniston 

Dalton-in-Fumess 

Hawkshead    

Kendal 

Kirl<by-in-Furness   

Langdale    

Leven  Valley  

aLower  Holker    

Millom    

Sedbergh  (New)    

Swarthmoor  &  Ulverston 
ftWinderraere 


Hetail  Sor«.  Total  lor  1917 

Supply  Association — 
(/Furness  and  South  Cum 
berland 


District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
prerioux  !jear(ld\  0)  .... 

Supply  Association  Total  for 
urrrions  vearil 9Ui)  .... 

District  Totnl  for  previous 
near  (I9i0) 


No.  13 — Oldhah  Dist. — 
Retail  Distrib  Societies  — 

Ashton-under-Lyne    

Crompton  (Shaw) 

Delph   

Diggle 

Dobcross    

Grasscroft    , 

Greenfield 

Higher  Hurst 

aHurst  Brook    

Junction — T)elph    

Middleton  and  Tonga. . . . 

Mossley 

Oldham  Equitable    

,,       Industrial   

Royton  

Stalybridge    

Uppermill 

Waterloo    


District  Total  fori  91 ; 


District  Total  for  previous 
f/eTr(1916) 


406 
15735 

178 
2110 

268 
;J190 

330 
27.'.8 

532 

321 

237 

223 
2172 

140 
2749 

289 


UABILillES. 


Share 
Capital. 


U647 


349 


■31996 


301.59 

349 

30508 


5972 

3676 

763 

326 

199 

370 

838 

1438 

983 

265 

4197 

3210 

4687 

:2.503 

2576 

4957 

1381 

923 


69264 


66198 


2061 
225179 

1764 
41203 

2626 
65640 

3966 
28184 
11589 

4537 

3642 

2952 

39494 

610 

54.337 

2430 


Loans, 
inelad- 
ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Be- 
■erre 
Fnnd. 


490214 


492209 


484397 

1995 

486392 


124770 

40270 

21185 

7307 

2000 

.5.516 

2.5411 

17397 

8563 

4292 

95922 

73526 

27.5056 

406348 

30317 

95419 

33811 

20972 


1288082 


1259715 


538 

12650 

180 

3282 

91 

195 

195 

109 

805 

263 

947 

210 

1 

258 


15336 


7421 

16582 

1382 

3152 

179 

3020 

7472 

14473 

9573 

50 

11028 

G875 

18975 

29661 

4881 

3771 

1104 

3541 


31 

4830 

liiO 

2312 

5 

2357 

255 

1095 

689 

252 

63 

121 

2763 

119 

3114 

33 


Talne  of 

Value  of Lff"^ 

Stock    S.JhSJ' 

Trade    \"7'  "'^ 
iraae.      ^<^^^^ 

Stock. 


;8189 


19329 


28835 

1140 

29975 


13.531 

1089 

591 

345 

83 

247 

622 

2628 

1113 

145 

8461 

5285 

16478 

21818 

36t 

2747 

1394 

1448 


8:589 


1C86 

83229 

226 

12100 

591 

21344 

1746 

1 1 203 

4083 

1342 

1759 

1406 

12183 

466 

17937 

737 


172038 


1757 


1 73795 


142911 

1757 

144668 


44062 

14263 

4408 

2190 

1007 

1512 

2779 

6125 

3834 

1959 

19697 

10038 

69.537 

((6767 

10591 

14651 

5587 

4146 


28.31,53   249118 


1083 

68710 

:}53 

9953 

983 

1 39:57 

1410 

10695 

3013 

1072 

430 

655 

5524 

11 

13866 

858 


i:i3153 


i loose 
Prop- 
erty. 


AU 
other 
Invest- 
raents. 


20195 
1170 
12373 

5918 
100 

1147 

2397 
294 

1968 
505 

4180 

10777 


61024 


133254 


13900:j 

101 

139104 


37518 

22825 

2034 

2659 

84 

1943 

:illl 

6700 

6013 

716 

19961 

70:W 

62305 

36457 

l;?051 

16661 

3628 

6422 


243399 


169 


169 
52054 


579 

103189 

301 

14407 

1087 

33702 

717 

7213 

3672 

22.30 

450 

575 

22566 

340 

17800 

1075 


209993 


1372 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

(or 
Qoods. 


£ 

490 

1257 
92 

1771 
303 

1092 
804 
884 
364 
625 
280 
231 

1429 
41 

1315 
269 


11253 


2830 


14083 


51885   241557 


42577 

21286 

8494 

3801 

1  iin 

19222 
4122 
2509 

2().567 
93()9 

77814 
113.527 

10971 

10084 
3226 
8.324 


.36.3294 


1:372 
•242929 


5226 

9007 

2646 

1383 

4065 

9852 

20437 

8793 

2216 

54909 

6431 5 

116467 

:7601I 

6643 

67645 

257.53 

8650 


12898 


69n88 


10482 
2830 
13312 


2143 
113 
609 
259 
113 
412 
164 
243 

523 

1440 

3.53 

163 

49 

80 

1058 

769 


8587 


72.50 


- 

1917, 

NoiiTH- Western  Section. 

753 

No 

of 

Salariea  and 

PROFIT. 

ees  on 
Slat. 

Wagei. 

Salea 

daring  the 

Year. 

Net 
Proflt. 

In-      ATer- 

terest      age 

on     1   Uivi- 

Sbare  1    dend 

Capital   per  £. 

Bonos 

on 
Wagea. 

iubacriptioni. 

butiTe. 

Pro- 
ductve. 

DlBtrl- 
butive. 

Pro- 
dactire. 

Edura 
tional 
Pur 

Chari- ! 

table    Co-operatlTC 
I'ur           Union. 

1 

1 

puaes. 

poaea. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s    d. 

1 

4 

1 

438 

147 

0995 

40 

0  10    0 

2 

381 

133 

32513 

11422 

747914 

77372 

10349 

1     Si 

40 

78    0    0 

3 

3 

J48 

2273 

413 

84 

3    0 

;5 

4 

53 

11 

3696 

595 

78177 

8916 

1458 

2    IJ 

99 

24 

10  15    0 

5 

4 

255 

0400 

001 

113 

2    0 

2 

(i 

88 

33 

4050 

2077 

150093 

14122 

2879 

1     8 

58 

18  18    0 

( 

f. 

•> 

382 

78 

10020 

700 

173 

1      9 

y 

ill     0 

8 

■>i 

( 

4041 

489 

77571 

7404 

1149 

1     7 

175 

14    7    0 

!) 

<> 

4 

836 

169 

221H4 

3084 

219 

2    2 

14 

24 

2  12    0 

10 

0 

2 

359 

121 

9704 

978 

177 

3    0 

1  14     4 

11 

0 

378 

8968 

893 

147 

1     9 

1     2    4 

12 

3 

240 

5951 

640 

120 

2    4 

4 

1     (■)    0 

13 

54 

23 

3541 

1758 

104016 

7509 

1781 

1     6 

(J5 

10  19    4 

14 

2 

140 

2696 

120 

28 

1     8 

0  15     5 

15 

50 

33 

44(i3 

2002 

111352 

15192 

1873 

2    0 

171 

13  10    0 

10 

5 

295 

0115 

555 

70 

1     8 

3 

737 

249 

50375 

18858 

1358380 

1 38(i31 

20000 

3 

284 

400 

1 50     1     5 

17 

5 

450 

25494 

1198 

92 

1     0 

742 

249 

50825 

18858 

13a-5883 

139829 

20752 

3 

284 

400 

156    1     5 

704 

251 

47685 

17014 

1215427 

175617 

20220 

3 

31) 

302 

147     9    3 

450 

25494 

1198 

92 

704 

251 

470a5 

17464 

1240921 

176815 

20312 

3 

311 

302 

147    9    3 

1 

90 

79 

138:)! 

6405 

281298 

33502 

5339 

1     6 

348 

172 

30    4    2 

2 

77 

24 

7328 

1874 

142612 

15085 

1608 

2    6: 

178 

39 

18    0  10 

3 

11 

12 

1116 

770 

31906 

4105 

755 

2    0. 

39 

19 

3  18    0 

4 

7 

1 

653 

31 

18594 

1807 

286 

1      8; 

12 

9 

113    8 

5 

4 

-324 

17042 

797 

87 

2    3 

0  19    1 

G 

8 

1 

536 

;!5 

14967 

1395 

217 

1     9^ 

1 

5 

1  17    0 

7 

15 

0 

1411 

50 

34228 

4538 

906 

2    Oi 

40 

33 

4    6    0 

8 

37 

7 

2032 

494 

71149 

758:5 

840 

2    0 

IJl 

28 

7    7    1 

0 

.     17 

4 

1490 

80 

39215 

5474 

298 

3    2 

13 

5    2    5 

10 

4 

1 

435 

38 

18044 

1 548 

104 

1   lU 

8 

3 

1     8    0 

11 

103 

50 

9674 

3721 

200427 

24097 

3817 

2    0 

100 

1017 

21     7    2 

12 

52 

21 

4641 

1212 

1 1  !KXj7 

1 5973 

3097 

2    2i 

144 

121 

16     7    0 

13 

290 

80 

21868 

7062 

471387 

52852 

10740 

2    0 

1389 

289 

75     S    6 

14 

434 

156 

32106 

88&-) 

802800 

105a39 

14153 

2    3 

2500 

463 

112  19    1 

15 

61 

10 

5312 

574 

104458 

9892 

1212 

1   11 

200 

51 

12     9    4 

1« 

102 

36 

7394 

2182 

197547 

26502 

4040 

2   r4 

80 

23  10    0 

17 

23 

1 

1970 

54 

49669 

0657 

1264 

2    2J 

20 

1.56 

0  17    4 

18 

30 

/ 

1827 

715 

48700 

5647 

902 

2    6 

40 

12 

4  14     9 

1374 

498 

114568 

34188 

2072170 

323355 

49725 

5190 

2510 

348    9  U 

1418 

550 

103367 

32679 

2450293 

392265 

46870 

6033 

5  71 

338    9    9 

764 


Betubn  of  Tkade,  &c.,  for 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


No.  14 — Rochdale  Dist. — 
Retail  Distrib  Societies 
*Bag8lat6  

Brooksbottoms  

Bury  

Firgrove 

nHealey    

Hey  wood   

Lane  Bottom 

Littleborougii    

aMillgate    

Milnrow    

Conservative 

New  Hey  Industrial  . . 

Rochdale  Equit.  Pioneers 
„        Provident  . 

Shawforth    

Sraallbridge  Conservative 

Smithy  Bridge 

Summerseat  and  BrookS' 
bottoms   

Tottington  Equitable  . . . 

,,  Industrial  . . . 

aWardle 

Whitworth 

Woolfold    


Ketail  Sots.  Tot  d  for  1917 

Productive  Society- 
Rochdale  and  District 
Laundry    


District  Total  for  191  7 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
prerious  year  (1 91 6 ) 

l^roductire  Society  Total  for 
previous  year{\  91 6 ) 

district  Total  for  orcious 
//«or(19i6) ". 


Mo.  of 
Mem- 
ber*. 


225 

i46i)l 

197 

475 

5872 
83 

2731 
312 
300 
908 
401 
22257 

r)633 
348 
325 
269 

223 

515 
1380 

213 
1022 

794 


•>9194 


hW 


39214 


56927 

A20 

56947 


UABIUTIE8. 


Share 
Ckpltel. 


Lowu, 
Inclnd' 
ini;  kny 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


3107 

348360 

1996 

6898 

89870 

611 

40539 

2540 

2729 

8047 

4463 

380355 

223030 

3371 

5760 

7184 

3400 
10499 
27981 

6636 
15203 
14921 


1 207500 


7000 


1214500 


1235938 

7000 

1242938 


2260 
3382 

224 

875 
1205 

254 
6751 

329 

173 
1348 
2930 
7009 
0920 

481 
27 

630 

2303 
1803 
2545 
609 
1040 
39 


46137 


8252 
54389 


40662 

7917 

48579 


Be- 
•enre 
Fond. 


400 

27718 

229 

2787 

8058 

130 

1568 

554 

316 

1346 

157 

16968 

18562 

967 

498 

271 

231 
3091 
1683 
584 
811 
813 


87742 


87742 


82368 


Value  of 
Stock 

In 
Trade. 


Value  of 
Land. 

Sidings, 

Mac  bin. 

err,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


1017 

48275 

491 

1062 

22482 

550 

18485 

1045 

941 

.5011 

4965 

67126 

34513 

1072 

726 

1560 

1598 
1546 
5415 
705 
6710 
3385 


1178 


229858 


218804 
604 
219408 


222 

44683 

762 

260 

15592 

485 

15437 

1182 

855 

273 

1724 

425n 

25988 

1304 

210 

1068 

953 
2329 
6450 

736 
3827 
1190 


168119 


182896 


169540 
14888 
184434 


Hooae 
Prop- 
erty. 


1982 
69-327 


286 
16359 


1183 
1278 

796.31 
56()74 

4225 
3171 

1 379 
4159 
2742 
3370 
2179 
6720 


266027 


266027 


423494 


423494 


All 
other 
InTest- 
ment*. 


Owlnc 
Co  the 
Soeletj 

for 
Ooodi. 


2588 

:406.56 

1553 

0706 

.-)0649 

163 

10496 

1.306 

1024 

5.569 

1098 

:53578 

i.>6340 

2051 

1650 

2843 

2403 
8544 
19727 
.3456 
6158 
5608 


787766 


787809 


661494 

40 

661534 


362- 
344 
107 
218 

'70 
892 
542 
147 
39 
628. 
1880 

276 
22 
138 

250 


53 


184 


6773 


10087 

79 

10166 


No.  15 — ROSSE>fDALK  DiST. 

Retail  Di-^trib.  Societies— 

Bacup  

Cawl  Terrace 

Crawshawbooth 

Edenfield   

Haslingden 

Helmshore 

Love  Clough    

Lumb   

Ramsbottom  Industrial  . 

Rawtenstall  Conservative 

Stacksteads   

tTunstead    

Turn 

Wntor  Peace  and  Safety . 

Waterfoot    

Whitewell  Bottom    

District  Total  for  19.  7 

Dintrict  Total  for  previous 
Vear(Mi]6) 


3715 

1002 

822 

329 

3010 

433 

387 

132 

3209 

1235 

568 

397 

77 

180 

646 

443 


85755 

13577 

31386 

8759 

61435 

1108(i 

12100 

1082 

62627 

10949 

2311 

2761 

1145 

2188 

5794 

5496 


9735 

306 

578 

294 

29985 

2024 

1060 

203 

24360 

1486 

3581 


444 
4027 


6607 

1458 

1109 

256 

6590 

704 

862 

89 

5949 

2516 

286 

87 

70 

120 

241 


15728 
1609 
6494 
1.540 

16216 
3300 
2082 
10.J2 

20923 
4236 
3731 
1378 
216 
1239 
5042 
1115 


14001 

1443 

3168 

1195 

21282 

28:39 

780 

360 

1 6241 

4487 

2097 

693 

199 

487 

4111 

824 


9930 
5910 
789 
2773 
22050 
44(Ri 
3014 

24185 

4502 

701 

427 

204 

1264 
500 


62670 

7776 

23393 

4182 

42357 

3949 

9046 

247 

35707 

4159 

666 

709 

059 

1119 

1081 

3693 


6648 
198 
895 
39 
579 
202 
297 
100 

2184 
272 
774 
723 
6 
92 
608 
587 


17191 


3184.51 


27455 


85901 


74213 


201413 


16373 


323614 


07356 


70165 


100982 


193694 


12211 


No  data  available.        f  Amalgamated  with  Stacksteads  Society.        ft  Societies. 


1917, 

North-Westebn 

Section. 

755 

Mo.  of 

Sklulea  and 

PROFIT. 

Employed  on 
Dec.  Slat. 

W«ge«. 

i 

Salea      | 

1 

utwcriDf*'^*^*                1 

1 

(luring  the 
Tear. 

Net 

In-    j  .\ver- 
terest  |    age 

Bonus 

' 

Diatri- 

Pro- 

Dlatri- 

Pro- 

Profit. 

on 

Divi- 

on 

Educa 

Chari- 

bDtiTC. 

duotre. 

bativa. 

daotire. 

1 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional 

table 

:;o-operatiTe 
Union. 

1 

Capital 

pete. 

Pur- 

Pur 

1 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

£  s  a. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d.  1       £ 

£ 

1 

r. . 

3  15    8 

2 

■*3 

"l 

'253 

'65 

■9791 

1238 

133 

l"'8 

■■3 

1     2    1 

3 

281 

137 

18098 

9701 

496110 

733.54 

15365 

2    3 

760 

394 

73    4    9 

4 

2 

195 

6695 

977 

71 

2    9 

4 

018    4 

5 

4 

"l 

415 

"24 

18508 

3277 

273 

4    0 

"6 

21 

2    9    8 

6 

127 

39 

10019 

3225 

219145 

25825 

3621 

2  n 

353 

166 

29    3  11 

7 

1 

90 

2898 

357 

30 

3    2 

1 

0    8    4 

8 

80 

"29 

5841 

2551 

123106 

13340 

1903 

2    2i 

40 

13  17    3 

d 

3 

4 

302 

224 

11737 

1809 

107 

3    2 

'27 

3 

1  12    6 

10 

4 

309 

9693 

1241 

136 

1 

1  10    0 

11 

14 

1009 

37497 

5467 

346 

3"5 

13 

4    6    9 

12 

11 

982 

31925 

2451 

189 

3    4i 

5 

2    6    3 

13 

315 

140 

24926 

10149 

610580 

94586 

14859 

2    6i 

934 

42 

114  10  10 

14 

179 

69 

17.672 

5328 

351228 

57648 

8559 

2    6 

15 

4 

351 

12240 

1242 

140 

2    0 

"5 

I'ii'  0 

16 

3 

245 

9238 

1860 

233 

4    Oi 

3 

17 

4 

383 

12481 

1704 

286 

2  111 

6 

I'e'  0 

18 

3 

1 

265 

123 

10541 

1.516 

1.51 

2    6 

4 

1     2    0 

19 

7 

4a3 

22999 

3294 

427 

2  10 

2  12    0 

20 

20 

"8 

1947 

558 

48017 

6456 

1103 

2    6 

"60 

'26 

21 

2 

172 

9076 

1677 

272 

3    8 

3 

l"'2.'  6 

22 

19 

"13 

1337 

039 

45019 

6225 

626 

2  10 

87 

11 

5    18 

23 

12 

1 

1119 

19 

27049 

4066 

673 

2    5J 

42 

20 

4    18 

1098 

443 

86413 

32606 

2125573 

309610 

49503 

2269 

771 

266    9    2 

24 

74 

5283 

12112 

1203 

280 

1     9 

1098 

517 

86413 

37889 

2137685 

310813 

49783 

2269 

771 

266    9    2 

1062 

449 

73617 

30578 

1 873042 

323638 

48509 

2370 

989 

253    9    8 

76 

3859 

8990 

1078 

280 

1062 

525 

73617 

34437 

1882032 

324716 

48789 

2370 

989 

253    9    8 

1 

80 

49 

6022 

3490 

1 64369 

22085 

3543 

2    6 

288 

104 

18  13    4 

2 

13 

4 

1161 

266 

42345 

4529 

600 

1  lOJ 

46 

15 

4  18    4 

3 

16 

6 

1111 

293 

37594 

6931 

1351 

3    3 

11 

4    3    4 

4 

3 

3 

411 

149 

12177 

1699 

356 

2    2 

7 

1  12    4 

5 

65 

,45 

4570 

3962 

136858 

16423 

2435 

2    0 

381 

61 

16  13    6 

6 

8 

690 

20440 

3055 

439 

2    9 

31 

2  13    6 

7 

5 

539 

16734 

3352 

468 

3    5 

■31 

•8 

1  19    2 

8 

2 

191 

6330 

598 

51 

1     9 

4 

0  13    9 

9 

70 

22 

6052 

2088 

129004 

14862 

2505 

2    0 

"89 

75 

15  12    6 

10 

20 

'4 

1426 

395 

38071 

5163 

443 

2    5i 

32 

6    16 

11 

8 

1 

674 

176 

16332 

1133 

110 

1     6 

8 

2  14    9 

12 

5 

499 

9308 

808 

127 

1     6i 

3 

1  10    2 

13 

1 

110 

3319 

617 

58 

3    6 

0    8    9 

14 

2 

"1 

239 

■78 

8528 

516 

113 

0  11§ 

"t 

114 

15 

10 

2 

ISO- 

187 

26620 

1913 

295 

1     2^ 

10 

3    8    5 

16 

8 

2 

OSS 

123 

21372 

2063 

267 

1     8 

23 

2    4    7 

322 

139 

25655 

11157 

689407 

85747 

13161 

835 

399 

84    9    3 

317 

146 

22719 

10911 

591104 

91657 

12554 

1080 

476 

80    1     5 

756 


Rkturn  of  Trade,  &c  ,  for 


NAME   OP   800IETT. 


No.  16 — South  Yorkshibs 

Dbtriot — 
Retail  Distrlb  Socief  es— 

BakeweU    

Barnaley 

Brightside  and  Carbrook. 

Chesterfield    

Clown 

•Conisborough 

Denaby  Main 

Doncaster 

Eckington    

Goole    

Handsworth  Woodhouse. 

Hasland   

Heatli  and  Williamthorpe 

EiUamarsh 

Eilnhurst 

Masbro'    

Matlock  Bank 

Oughtibridge 

Oxcroft 

Pilsley 

Pontefract   

Scunthorpe  

Sheffield  and  Ecclesall. . . 
(/Staveley  Town    

Stocksbridge    

Tideswell   

Worksop 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bett. 


351 

50148 

:«)704 

5272 

1498 


UABILITIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


865 

17480 

6.30 

3500 

2540 

1051 

502 

885 

1204 

12952 

1050 

5*5 

309 

881 

9758 

5498 

2a575 

1318 

2999 

223 

4090 


Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1017  .91502 


Productive  Society —    i 

•Sheffield  Trade  Union      j 

Sheep  Shear  Manufg.. .  j 


District  Total  for  ini7!l91.562 


Retail    Societies    Total    fori 
previous  year  0  9X6) 1181731 

Productive  Society  Total  for 

previous  year  (1  91 6 ) 00 

^District  Total  for  previousi 

»/ertr(l«16) 1181797 


871187 

407346 

35220 

24314 

27537 

195928 

5759 

22004 

28839 

7187 

3844 

149f)l 

23.506 

201788 

7707 

4511 

2.509 

8985 

48085 

38405 

187474 

2388 

56270 

1009 

8a518 


2314899 


2314899 


2156295 

1750 

21 58045 


Loans, 
Includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


182 

25003 

38021 

11521 

2795 

640 
8813 

'•24 
1919 
1112 
1020 
1992 
1435 
8.317 

902 

175 

051 

28 

0798 

20745 

178 


135523 


112983 

1682 

114065 


Value  of 

Land. 
BlilmKS, 
Hacliin- 
cry,  and 
Kixcd 
Stoo.k. 


Invciitmenta. 


All 

'^"P     i  Invest- 
ments. 


House 


erty. 


OwinR 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Oooda. 


315 
18281 
1<W24 
3247 
1070 

0701 

1.5142 

415 

3748 

2843 

.519 

1099 

1475 

1902 

13912 

720 

595 

457 

2504 

5300 

2794 

13385 

1502 

2093 

132 

4079 


123792 


123792 


118054 

0200 

124254 


788 

209305 

152638 

2:1647 

(>924 

2469 

63752 

2514 

10474 

1.5010 

4303 

4366 

5088 

0485 

73848 

6960 

2497 

2888 

7790 

21987 

20486 

109710 

7375 

213-37 

646 

25482 


219824 

15.3<XiO 

9.5(i2 

4202 

1726 

92140 

509 

7234 

10540 

2850 

.308 

3542 

34.58 

71140 

3540 

1267 

.512 

icm 

13751 
16413 
08455 
.5140 
10082 
21 
22804 


869:17.5 


869375 


787510 
4013 


217780 

371  .^3 

1 2268 

0987 

3.524 

24.519 

(»9 

3874 
554 
1440 
1015 
3045 
33:162 

293 


2009 
6201 

14757 
7497 

14819 

34372 


r27420 


•27420 


420694 


718038 
7529 


791523   72550' 


447479 


447479 


£ 

673 
3152:13 
18<i2.54 

12109 

29503 

549:18 

2712 

9738 

8985 

1971 

1282 

985:1 

1 6850 

73438 

848 

2747 

739 

1174 

22297 

12299 

05023 

.5711 

242.37 

667 

23302 


892502 


892502 


956990 

1329 

968328 


122 
1S(»0 
11152 
1718 

474 

47ii 

1359 

580 

265 

2222 

393 

591 

321 

86 

7674 

10:i4 

1001 

270 

665 

099 

818 

30(M! 

1317 

13 

111 

2872 


57269 


47950 


Wholesale  Society —  i. 

Co-op.  Wholesale  Society     ii92 


II. 


39561 9i 


61 8n  45  2927350 


4<537   1396976 


Wholesale  Society   Total  for 
preirious  y^ar  ( 1 91 61    . . . .  i    11 89 


26.53774 


445551 ; 


2aT<078 


.5135546  2573718 


6256  2246005 


♦  No  recent  figures  available.       |  Includes  Sheffield  Trade  Union  S.S.  Mnfg.  figures. 

I.  Societies  representing  2,748,277  individual  members. 

II.  Exclusive  of  2.000  ordinary  shares  of  ±'10  each  (paid  up)  in  the  Manchester  Ship  Canal 
Company ;  7,5(0  shares  of  £1  each  (paid  up)  in  the  Gilsland  Convalescent  Home  ;  5,500  shares 
of  £\  each  (paid  up)  in  the  British  Cotton-Growing  Association ;  and  JE8,000  (paid  up)  in 
the  North-Western  Co-operative  Convalescent  Homes  Association. 


- 

1917, 

Noeth-Westebn 

Section. 

757 

No. 

of 

Salaries 

&nd 

PROFIT. 

"'"       1 

Enijilovees  on  i 
Dec.  81st.       1 

Wages. 

1 

1 

Sales 

Subscriptions. 

Distri- 
butive, c 

Pro- 
uctve. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

durinis'  the 
Year. 

in- 
Net         t"f' 

^'"fi'-       Sha"re 
Capital 

Aver- 
age 
Divi- 
dend 
per  <£. 

Bonus    " 
on        ] 
Wages. 

3duca-  Chari- 

ional     table    Cooperative 

Pur-       Pur           Union. 

1 

poses,    poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£             £ 

8.    d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

PI 

1 

4 

287 

6216 

539 

30 

1     6 

1  16    8 

2 

950 

342 

67990 

32722 

2140555 

228085 

40769 

1  11 

1762 

11229 

245    9    7 

8 

1091 

182 

71968 

1 8589 

1 396366 

137610 

18670 

1     9 

440 

447 

184    8    0 

4 

104 

8 

7154 

801 

174168 

13103 

1625 

1     li 

312 

20 

26    1     0 

5 
0 

7 

ao 

3 

2337 

118 

71263 

6271 

1131 

1     5i 

9 

7    3    6 

"24 

1791 

43259 

9576 

1366 

4"0J 

105 

■■3 

4".5'  0 

8 

360 

107 

24702 

6195 

532249 

53102 

9261 

1     7 

049 

737 

45 

86    0    6 

9 

11 

842 

241.56 

1915 

244 

I     4 

12 

11 

3    1     7 

10 

72 

"l 

4564 

554 

91735 

7912 

1003 

1     5i 

30 

12 

18    4    8 

11 

50 

16 

4033 

600 

1 08792 

12348 

1366 

1  10 

116 

20 

11     6    8 

12 

28 

1736 

42832 

3674 

349 

1     4 

8 

5    5    2 

13 

16 

■5 

989 

370 

28844 

2859 

168 

1     0 

'84 

18 

1  17    2 

14 

24 

1 

1928 

71 

43315 

4285 

697 

1     6i 

71 

4  10    2 

15 

25 

1 

1661 

115 

64537 

9253 

1057 

2    5 

38 

42 

6    7    6 

16 

361 

51 

22922 

4662 

512008 

56783 

8820 

1  10§ 

486 

340 

63    9    0 

17 

20 

4 

1677 

276 

32361 

2807 

337 

33 

29 

3    0    0 

18 

11 

796 

■■ 

27010 

2097 

220 

l"9 

40 

2  16  10 

19 

9 

657 

18861 

1747 

105 

1     9 

■32 

2 

1     9    6 

20 

27 

"2 

2059 

132 

.     48678 

1261 

405 

1     9 

'13 

8 

4    8    6 

21 

171 

12 

10550 

754 

314301 

28876 

2118 

1     8 

U 

46    7    8 

22 

128 

13 

7727 

943 

185311 

1.5173 

1.598 

1     5 

'60 

23 

23  10    0 

23 

611 

91 

45819 

88.')9 

821679 

69248 

8652 

1     5i 

175 

457 

143  12    0 

24 

32 

1700 

.54147 

7957 

826 

2    6 

47 

7  17    2 

25 

68 

'17 

5136 

1777 

1.33813 

14.513 

2653 

1     5 

36 

■40 

14  13    6 

20 

4 

208 

a300 

581 

50 

1     9 

4 

2 

27 

115 

■'23 

7748 

12.^9 

195177 

18855 

3934 

1     (i 

133 

266 

23"8']0 

4.346 

88;-) 

298981 

78797 

71179:« 

710490 

1074.54 

681 

4694 

13082 

940  10    2 

28 

4346 

m> 

298891 

78797 

7117933 

710490 

107454 

— 

681 

4694 

13082 

940  10    2 

4301 

891 

249567 

70031 

6084328 

71 9659 

90138 

762 

4959 

10101 

869     4     9 

5241 

11076 

1121 

4301 

891 

249567 

75272 

6095404 

720780 

96138 

762 

4959 

10101 

869    4    9 

III. 

in. 

29 

3695 

19082 

425825 

1 55804^ 

.57710133 

13151.55 

143703 

0    3 

.5710 

600    0    (1 

3542 

18673 

389673 

1430051 

52230074 

1794694 

121324 

147 

6231 

600    0    0 

III 

.  Inclu 

iing  Purchasin 

?  DepOt 

.s,  Shipping 

Departments,  Creameries,  Building  Departments,  &c. 

758 


Return  of  Tbade,  &c.,  for 


NAME    OF   SOCIBTT. 


No.  of 
Uem- 
ber». 


SPIOUL  SOOIBTT — 

Co-operative  Insurance  . 

Special  Sofiety  Total  for  vte- 
w<w«.j/«ar  {i916)     

I8LB  OF  Man — 
Retail  Digtrib  Societies  - 

•Foxdale    

Laxey  Industrial    

„      Old  Equitable  . . . 

District  Total  for  191 7 

\ltle  of  Man  Total  for  pre- 
vious year  (19^6) 


LIABIUTIES. 


Share 

Capital. 


Loam, 
Includ- 
iDK  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fand. 


lvalue  of 
Value  of'  Land. 

Trade.   -,?;.-'' 
Stock. 


Home 
Prop, 
erty. 


AU 
other 
Invfst- 
menu. 


Owing 
to  the 
Soeiecv 
for' 
Oood*. 


£ 

20000 


20000 


23804 


8.3408;} 


736204 


£ 

24&J0 


25030 


£  £ 

65088   813845 


71156 


705203 


£ 

c 

1D700 


16464 


30 


530 

228 


4065 
2122 


469 
177 


2320 
1257 


1144 
237 


1967 
751 


644 

782 


758 


1426 


7255 


3404 


1272 


A  Including  Insurance  and  Sinking  Funds.      B  Including  102  J^ull-time  Agents, 
r  On  Members'  Premiums.    E  Premiums  paid  in  advance. 
V  Excluding'  Agents'  Commissions,  £2H,809. 
t  Includes  Foxdale  Society. 


0  Preminras. 


1917,  Nobth-Westebn  Section. 
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No.  ot 

Employees  on 

Dec.  Slst. 


DlBtri- 
bative. 


Pro- 
duotve 


Salaries  and 
Wages. 


Distri- 
butive. 


Pro- 
ductive. 


Sales 

during  the 

Year. 


Net 

ProBt. 


In- 
terest 


Share 
Capital 


Aver- 
-age 
Divi- 
dend 
per£. 


Wages. 


Subscriptions. 


Educa- 

Chari- 

tional 

table 

Pur- 

Pur 

poses. 

poses. 

30 


443 


37038 


33160 


£ 

c 
456304 


380123 


£ 

28636 


26430 


£ 
1000 


1000 


3.  d. 

D 

2    0 


£    a.   A. 
25    0    0 


25    0    0 


20 


598 
347 


945 


243 
96 


339 


430 


18088 
7751 


26439 


26963 


1558 
567 


2125 


2676 


230 
102 


341 


1  lOi 
1  10 


760 


Return  of  Teade,  &c.,  for 


SUMMARY    OF    THE 


HAUE   or    DISTRICT 


No.  1- 
..     2- 


AlBEDALE. 

Bolton 

3— CAiDERDAlE    

4 — Cheshire  and 

North  Wales   . . 

„    S — Dewsbury   

,,    6 — East  Yorkshire  . . 

„    7 — huddersfield 

„    8 — Macclesfield, 

Crewe  and  Dist. 

,,    9— Manchester 

,,  10— North-East 

Lancashire  

I,  11 — North  Lancashire 
,,  12 — North  Lonsdale.. 

,,  13— Oldham    

„  14 — Rochdale    

,,  15 — rossendale    

..  16— South  Yorkshire 

Wholesale  Society 

Co-operative  Insurance. 
Isle  of  Man  


s 

s 

No.  of 
Hem- 
ben. 

6 

r. 

UAUILITIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


Loans,  I 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft  ! 
from 
Bank.  I 


ASSETS. 


48  160729!  26106111  138374 
34  115529'  206.S300  196802 
27   46525     793623     52971 


401390H4  1(00026 
28  75.565  l;3616fi9 
16   599271     4894811 


43  51225     839>'44   114713 


144568 
62400 
>4S94 


26   84685'  1007921 
34151243t  2174714 


Totals, 
Totals, 

1917 

1916 

Increase 
Decrease 


31  97268 

15  67797' 

17  31996 

18  692641 
24  69214: 

16  17191, 
28  1915621 

1  11921 

1  8; 

3  758^ 


160984 
273184 


1891980  312781 

853078  65081 

492209  19808 

1288082'  143140 

1214500|  54389 

3184511  78349 

23148991  135523 

2981133  3956192 

200G0i  35604 

70371   . 


453  14S0707 123722608  602975 
456  1S67906|23176266,6391477 


72801 


546342' 


361720 


Re- 
serve 
Fond. 


£, 
125986 
124513 
60131 

132432 
49717 
31895 
4i'615 

73305 
139557 

80430 
51389 
293v9 
78389 
87742 
274.55 
123792 


lvalue  of' 
Value  of!  „Ifn<''  

Stock    S-'T?'-! 

Trade.  "$:  »"°|    Prep- 
■    '■'='^'*        ertv 


iDTMtDienta.    i 


Owing 

"~|  t"  I  he 
All      IS..critv 
other       .for 
Invent-    dooda. 
meuta. 


&    \    s.    \  s,    \    s. 

855755  821835'  41738411206388 

489858  505978  566269  972008 

233649  2083581  192544  880682 


:^4083 
646 


529827 
803194 
222514 
267545 

375018 
6f2665 

497903 
244588 
173795 
2.S3153 
2298581 
1-5901: 
869375; 
6187145 

35771 


540168S 
42.S44S1 


523186  87482  351818 

304368  254392  751607 

242161  21024  206353 

198664  136674j  487025 

8444041  167021  454148 
746672  516098  886891 


556679 

232051 

133254 

249118 

t  182896 

74213! 

727420| 

2927350 

24840] 

1381 


837876  555182 
192918  883212 

61193  211365 
3f).3v94  712898 
266027  787809 

80805  201413 

496694  892562 

4637  1396976 

65088  813845 
I   2718 


12.-05820:9004328'4657420  11664886 
10702982  8730228  5058222^  12601)117 


1802388 


274100 


400802  954222 


S. 

39844 
17216 
20077 

18882 
28949 
18304 
44070 

76975 
71032;  9 


26544110 


7896 
14083 

8587 

6773 
14204  15 
5726iill6 
21883761 17 

19700!  18 
1426  19 


2616297 
2(110956 


195661 


Summary  shonuing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  Ac, 


Retail  Distrib.  Societies  . .  422'i4240r).- 
Distributive  Federations  . .      5  i        60 

Productive  Socit-ties 23      5038 

Supply  Association    1        349 

Wholesale  Society 1      1192 

Special  Socety 1  3 

Total  for  Section,  1917  453  1480;07 


&      \      £      \    St 

2  4743051 1919043' ii(W579 

29224 j  50|     1767 

215951    118868   6/836 

1995!       ..  1140 

29811333956192  s8082,W 

20000     3560483401-3 


23722608  6029757  6401686 


j6  £ 

6140462!5888940 

33  9       1202 

172637!  161895 

1757    101 

6187145  2927350 

I  24840 

12506.320  9004328 


£  £  £ 

4585748  f  31076  ■  354032 

1778  284t'6  8516 

73475  91843 

169   1372  2830 

4637  1396976  2188876 

65088  813845  1970O 

4657420  11664895  2616297 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &c.,  of 

given  for  purposes  of  comparison     See  also  Introduction  to 


UttaU  JOUtrih.  S'C$.  il916}.\423 
Distri  utive  Federatas. 
Productive  Societiet 
Supply  Association 
Wholesiile  Society 
Upteial  Society 


Total  for  Section  (1916) . 


! 

423 

1351808 

5 

60 

95 

4997 

1 

349 

1 

1189 

1 

3 

456 

1.S67906 

£       \      £  £     '      £      \      £  £  P  * 

2025978911793762  U66745  5407006  5953882  4978645  9570419  352615 
272601  85   „1*^54       2724        1285'       1851      27867     7345 

213448 1  118309   63430   155899!  176212 
1995        ..  1140       1757         101 

2653774  4455517  ^2lsm8  51.S5546  2573718 
20000     23804  736204        ..         25030: 


28176366 


146,     575stl    82502 

169   1372  2f30 

6256  224666512849142 

711551  705203  16464 


1917,  North- Westebn  Section. 
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NORTH-WESTERN    SECTION. 


No.  of 

Employees  on 

ticc.  SlBt. 


Dlitri-  I    Pro- 
butive.  ductve. 


W»Ke. 


3599 

2743 

799 

3177 
1351 
1305 
1040 

1920 
3725 

1955 
1115 

742 
1374 
1098 

322 
4346 
3695 

480 
17 


34803 
33718 


1085 


1465 
836 


472 
474 
300 

422 

733 
1622 

1205 
892 
249 
498 
517 
139 
885 
19082 

8 


29987 
30869 


£      I  £ 

247583  111674 

215586  65305 

68328  54313 


914220 
103647 
91058 


129032 
298722 

144964 
75159 
56825 

114568 
86413 
25655 


425825 

87038 

945 


47738 
31737 
26502 
34380 

55607 
136119 

88577 
30235 
18858 
34188 
37889 
11157 
78797 

15£8(M4 


2722898   2421254    109888043 
2879685    2264368     98295475 


Sales 

dnriiiK  the 

Year. 


£ 

5777383 
4561642 
2014097 

4254085 
2788248 
1778173 
2342563 

3104111 
5629193 

8693079 
1851515 
1383883 
2672170 
2137685 

689407 

7117933 

57710133 

456304 
26489 


Sti'iscriptioni. 


£ 
740990 
004892 
250674 

476676 
823148 
148613 
247878 

362172 
642725 

482229 
222360 
139829 
323355 
810813 

85747 
710490 
1315155 

28636 
2125 


7418502 
8282725 


343213  166886  11592568 


864223 


I  Share  ^° 
I  C.pit»l.l  ^P 


£  £ 

95157  60 

74107  8 

32932  1  1155 


Educa- 
tional 
Piir- 
posos. 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 
poses. 

Co  operaliTt 
Union. 

42129 
54687 
23206 
36641 

39526 

81827 

77772 


20752 
49725 
49788 
18161 
107454 
148703 
1000 


974577 
928627 


45950 


646 


949 
2690 


681 


7175 
8332 


1157 


£ 

3425 
6883 
1382 

2982 

8613 

1625 

966 

2469 
6006 

5935 
2197 

284 
5190 
2269 

885 
4694 


50755 
54344 


£ 

2582 


692 


1823 
824 
1192 

2350 
3492 

1423 
487 
400 

2510 

771 

899 

13082 

5719 


42509 
46736 


4227 


£     s.  d. 

784  16  3 

567  16  8 

227  0  2 

666  10  10 
372  17  3 
273  5  2 
251  13  1 

419  5  11 
712  8  10 

473  12  5 

330  8  1 

156  1  5 

848  9  11 

266  9  2 

84  9  8 

940  10  2 

600  0  0 

25  0  0 


7500  14  7 
7062  6  10 


7  9 


of  various  classes   of  Societies  for  Year  1917. 


£  £ 

30528  8801  2245270  704490 
15    11    1221    960 

80  2093   18094  157760 
5   ..     450 

3695  19082  425825  1568044 

37088  1   .. 


480 


34803  29987  2722898  2421254 


£ 

50720948 

129130 

846034 

25194 

57710133 

456304 


109888043   7418502 


£ 

6007845 

8632 

57036 

1198 

1815155 

286.6 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

818353 

8187 

50755 

35958 

1422 

1 

10007 

b988 

831 

92 

143708 

5719 

1000 

974577 

7175 

50755 

42509 

i' 

6806 
4 


8.  d. 

2  7 

3  0 


66  9  0 


600  0  0 
25  0  0 


7500  14  7 


various  classes  of  Societies  for  previous  Year  (1916), 

statistics  to  tables  showing  increases  of  membership,  &c. 


£ 

£ 

29648  i  9423 

1944796 

671786 

16  1   11 

1183 

1006 

69  2262 

10423 

450 

151522 

3542  18673 

389673 

1480064 

443  !  . . 

33160 

38718  30869 

2379685 

22643G8 

98295475 


£ 

£ 

£ 

6401162 

794879 

4127 

9662 

1254  . 

49579 

10078 

4205 

1198 

92 

1794694 

121824 

26430 

1000 

8282725 

928627 

8833 

£ 

64174 


28 
i47 


£  £    s.    d. 

89728  I  6384    7  10 

7  i        10    0 

775  !      51  19    0 

6231  I    600"'o    0 
25    0    0 


54844  I  46786 


7062    6  10 
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Return  op  Trade,  Ac,  for 


SCOTTISH 

RETURN  OF  TRADE,  &c.,  of  Co-operative  Societies  in  the  Counties  of  Aber- 

DuMFBiEfi,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Fife,  Forfar,  Haddington,  Inverness, 

Roxburgh,  Selkirk,  and  Stirling,  for  1917, 


a  These  particulars 

are  taken  from 

our  last 

year' 

s  return 

.    6  These  particulars  are  taken 
this  office  or 

NAMX   or  SOOIKTT. 

No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 

liabilities. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loaoi, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 

serTe 
Fond. 

Valaeo 
Stocic 

in 
Trade. 

Value  ol 
Land. 
Sidings 
Hachin 
err,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

InTeitmectB. 

Owing 
to  the 
Society 

(or 
Qoods 

House 

Prop- 
erty. 

AU 
other 
InTest- 
ments. 

No.  1 — Ayrshikk  Dist. — 
Ketail  Distrib.  Societies— 
Ardrossan 

1961 

1068 

888 

594 

1037 

217 

789 

100 

1005 

170 

630 

821 

1170 

816 

2852 

187 

1318 

139 

1035 

1477 

1916 

12276 

1410 

828 

97 

648 

126 

749 

775 

1195 

599 

494 

1550 

1308 

222 

£ 

15779 
18370 
14715 

562) 
12999 

1184 
13032 
307 
23747 
788 
11P59 
14866 
83932 
27044 
38374 

3600 
47078 

3375 
21756 

'2-mi 

41452 

215873 

27301 

3080 
405 
14797 
975 
15778 
12040 
28251 

6699 
10328 
26346 
28011 

1675 

4113 

5643 

9471 

67 

1572 

112 

113 

200 

1201  1 

95 

1148 

2909  ; 

3792  1 

87 

19599 

386 

3941 

66 

2869 

£ 

2256 

1244 

1787 

440 

898 

172 

1139 

163 

1511 

56 

681 

828 

2486 

1012 

2601 

385 

2929 

200 

1.197 

1 
£ 

7059 

8521 

3865 

2990 

4315 

598 

2299 

182 

4121 

290 

3196 

4381 

5981 

4561 

11393 

560 

5926 

358 

4669 

7178 

13056 

50003 

5214 

1229 

298 

1988 

821 

4268 

8049 

9156 

2203 

1726 

7400 

6418 

1099 

1 

£ 

6098 
6537 
3353 
1387 
4116 

27i4 

408 

4779 

347 

2757 

6210 

6351 

3319 

15082 

190 

1C022 

121 

4394 

4350 

10001 

57771 

9215 

2296 

380 

850 

4 

2796 

3702 

9217 

1373 

1440 

!  £ 

1880 
552 
1457 
1268 
296 

5763 

5i9 

851 
6615 
4028 

603 

3771 

704 

4807 

28100 

5049 

3488 

600 
990 
3035 
312 
400 

£ 

7802 
9564 
17651 

669 
7014 
1014 
4677 

295 
19135 

700 
9478 

£ 

430S 
2012 
1147 
840 
1179 
135 
620 
142 
471 
145 
l.^iiQ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

80 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Beith 

Carrick  (Maybole) 

Carronbridge 

Creetown    

Crosshouae  (Kilmarnock). 

Dairy    

8434  j     590 
24498  1     720 

Darvel    

Dregliorn  (Irvine) 

Dumfries  &  Maxwelltown 
Fergushill 

17939 

31457 

4  15 

38120 

3518 

14311 

24280 

26160 

107983 

15653 

90 
4418 

22 
3163 

1040 
20 
4423 
2085 
1189 

Galston 

Glenbuck   

Hurlford 

Irvine  and  Fullarton 

Kilbirnie 

6929     2258 

3266     5821 

1489    12627 

3714     2327 

457  '     252 

811  1     122 

535  1     760 

186         95 

5823     1475 

1361       885 

10981  1  1166 

12  !     858 

122  i    808 

16798     2549 

1466     1152 

286  ;      76 

Kilmarnock  Equitable  . . 
Kilwinning 

Kirkconnel 

1076  j     525 
584       l.'SS 

Mauchline    

10486 
931 

16482 
3180 

21204 
3907 
8677 

32863 

17059 
794 

990 

133 
1078 

339 
2277 

475 
1070 

1295 
&iO 

Millport    

Mulrkirk 

Newmilns 

Old  Cumnock    

Patna   

Stevenston 

5562       4740  1 

Troon   

6866 
294 

1870 
192 

Wigtown 

District  Total  fori  91 7  < 

12062 

764183   1 

02619  J54796 

94781 

94252 

82090   ( 

511510  i 

)8980 

Totals,  previous  year  (1916)i 

mil 

714128 

99569  I49125 

78511   5 

!07810 

76060   i 

65074   J 

1 

)560!) 

1917,  Scottish  Section. 
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SECTION. 

DEEN,   AltGYIiE,    AyR,    BaNFF,    BtJTE,    CAITHNESS 

,  Clackmannan, 

Dumbarton, 

Kincardine, 

Kinross,  Lanark,  Linlithgow,  Peebles,  Perth,  Renfrew, 

arranged  in  their  respective  Conference  Districts. 

from  the  Registrar's  Return  for  1916.    c  These  societies  have  not  made  a  return  either  to 

the  Registrar. 

No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

Employees  on 
Dec.  Slat. 

Wages. 

Sales 
durine  the 

In-    1 
tereat 
on 

Aver- 

Bonus 
on 

SnbscriptioDj-                 1 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

age 
Divi- 

Sduca- 

Chari- 

butive. 

ductve. 

butive. 

ductive. 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional 

table    Co-operative 
Pur           Un.on. 

Capital: 

per  £. 

Pur- 

1 

1 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d.         £ 

£ 

£ 

£    a.  d. 

1 

53 

14 

2995 

1677 

93397 

10912 

493 

2    Z\ 

44 

9    2    8 

a 

28 

29 

21b7 

1948 

66166 

8661 

791 

2    4j 

46 

6    9    1 

3 

23 

8 

1259 

847 

47889 

6114 

542 

2    4} 

'58 

SO 

4    3    8 

4 

13 

11 

646 

877 

19521 

1874 

251 

1    ft 

6 

86 

2  15  10 

5 

31 

12 

1884 

901 

45425 

6143 

572 

2    Oi 

25 

22 

4  11    8 

6 

4 

204 

5460 

4H4 

68 

2  a 

a 

7 

14 

"e 

851 

521 

27074 

3810 

525 

2     5i 

'23 

22 

4' 6'  3 

8 

a 

162 

4247 

480 

16 

2    3 

6 

0  10  0 

9 

28 

'i7 

1565 

1707 

699-25 

8859 

881 

2    5} 

169 

52 

4  17    8 

10 

8 

147 

5553 

257 

36 

0  llj 

2 

11 

18 

"7 

1117 

601 

43247 

6645 

494 

2    5 

33 

a'is'  3 

12 

21 

10 

1583 

758 

47789 

5945 

470 

2    2i 

20 

20 

3  14    8 

13  i        28 

23 

1791 

1772 

53267 

7980 

1145 

2    d 

33 

86  i       5  18    3  1 

14 

23 

16 

1367 

1287 

51953 

6635 

994 

2    Ij- 

74 

82 

3  19    3 

15 

59 

32 

4537 

2852 

121953 

19093 

i7a4 

2  10 

72 

14  18    5 

16 

7 

2 

326 

247 

14667 

1986 

159 

2    6 

13 

0  18    9 

17 

46 

24 

2369 

2149 

87998 

13634 

1966 

2    6 

254 

7    1  11 

18 

4 

164 

10790 

1501 

155 

2    6 

7 

0  14    6 

19 

22 

"28 

1709 

2i78 

60546 

8448 

854 

2    6 

87 

6    4    6 

20          60 

19 

3765  1     2142 

107940 

10633 

845 

2    li 

i70 

86 

6  15  11 

21 

104 

40 

7643       3407 

160481 

21967 

1335 

2    5i\       . 

65 

159 

9    0  11 

22 

381 

147 

20458 

13865 

514830 

50985 

9058 

\    1         . 

880 

69    0    5 

23 

49 

28 

2825 

2077 

89219 

10947 

1243 

2    2 

126 

isi 

6  18    4 

24 

10 

697 

20728 

2159 

102 

2    OJ 

12 

17    2 

25 

2 

96 

2864 

247 

19 

1    8^ 

26           10 

'4 

528 

339 

19110 

29  4 

650 

2    4 

'29 

3'  410 

27             3 

167 

4191 

270 

42 

2    0 

28           25 

is 

1476  1    1121 

55869 

7768 

637 

*38 

'47 

3'i5"  4 

29           23 

22 

1308  !     1248 

418fi5 

5965 

467 

2"ej 

25 

17 

3  15    3 

30  ;        30 

28 

1913       1919 

56579 

6715 

1060 

2    3 

66 

6    4    2 

31  ;        14 

709         .. 

25048 

2531 

299 

2    0 

5 

82  :         14 

6 

9*^0        485 

37603 

5211 

460 

2    8 

17 

l"4'  7 

33 

46 

17 

2121  1     1722 

87274 

11251 

1024 

2    4J 

ii 

97 

7  10    0 

34 

46 

20 

2726 

1843 

73555 

9915 

1281 

2    4 

51 

28 

6    5    0 

86 

4 

338 

9724 

1167 

73 

2    6 

26 

4 

1    1    3 

1248 

581 

74592 

49990 

2173072 

267601 

30670 

26 

1709 

1607 

197    2    6 

1212 

592 

64873 

47425 

1765688 

251357 

26862 

24 

1596 

1969 

185    1    8 

764 


Bbtubn  of  Tbadb,  &c.,  fob 


NAME    OF    SOCIETY. 


No.  2 — Border  Counties 

District — 
Retail  Distrib-  Societies— 

Earlston 

Galashiels  United 

ttiretna 

Hawick 

Innerleitiien 

Jedburgh   

Kelso    

Langholm 

Peebles 

Riccarton  Junction    

Selkirk    

Walkerburn 

District  Total  for  1917 

Tot'Mn,  prrrioi's  I'rnr  (lOlPO 


No.  3 — Central  Dist. — 
Retail  Distrib  Societies- 
Abbey  Green 

Auchenheath  

Bellshill  and  Mossend  . . . 

Blantyre  

Burnbank  

Calderbank    

Carluke 

Carstairs  Junction    

Chapelhall   

Chapelton 

Clarkston 

Cleland 

Coalburn    

Coatbridge  , 

Crofthead 

Dalziel  (Motherwell) 

Darngavil 

Douglas  Provident 

Water   

Dykehead  and  Shotts    . . 

♦Forth  Provident 

*Glenboig 

Glengowan 

Glespin  

Greengairs  

Hamilton  Central     

„        Palace  Colliery 

Lanark 

Larkhall 

„       Victualling    . . . 

Law 

Leadhills    

JLeavenseat 

Moffat  Mills 

Newarthill   

Newmains  &  Cambusnthn 

OvertoMm 

Plains  

Strathaven 

Wanlockhead 

Wishaw    


Hetail  Sors.  Totsl  for  1<U7  57824     815476  388205  100079  316512  212348 


'^  No  r.  cent  figures  available.        +  Branch  of  S.C.W.8.       {  In  Liquidation. 
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No. 

ot 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

Lmployet'S  on 
Dec.  Slst. 

Watr 

fii. 

1 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

In-   Arer- 

Bonns 
on 

iabscriptlons.      1 

Distri- 

Pro- 

DUtri- 

Pro- 

Net 
Profit. 

wresi   ase 
on    Divi-  | 

Educa- 

Chari- 

butive. 

duotre. 

butlTe. 

dnetive. 

Share 
Capital 

clend 
petM. 

Wages. 

tional 
Pur- 

table 1 
Pur  1 

CO'OperatlT* 
Union. 



1 

poses. 

poses.  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    a    d. 

1 

4 

2 

261 

235 

6081 

547 

37 

1  6 

3 

1  11  8 

2 

85 

4H 

5715 

3243 

135510 

21136 

1688 

2  m 

"52 

78 

13  9  0 

3 

80 

25B9 

57460 

2022 

2  0 

i 

124 

■96 

8780 

7055 

216767 

36182 

2797 

3  2 

'37 

284 

23"6'll 

5 

19 

14 

1231 

1009 

38435 

6884 

565 

3  4 

25 

8  10  0 

6 

6 

3 

389 

177 

7922 

860 

117 

2  0 

2 

1  13  10 

7 

7 

4 

306 

288 

8940 

1050 

115 

2  6 

2  0  3 

8 

17 

6 

1304 

590 

35083 

6539 

256 

3  3 

'22 

3  5  0 

9 

29 

15 

1793 

1336 

56018 

8962 

779 

3  Qi 

67 

4  10  9 

10 

2 

164 

4930 

544 

45 

2  5 

11 

45 

'31 

2959 

1743 

67529 

108.55 

1119 

2  lOi 

"l5 

'56 

6'i8'  8 

12 

13 

14 

861 
26852 

1249 

27737 

4618 
99099 

255 

3  OJ 

29 

1  16  3 

881 

231 

16925 

662412 

7772 

104 

566 

61  17  4 

390 

240 

22972 

15403 

6596n 

90996 

7581 

97 

552 

61  4  8 

1 

12 

793 

33478 

5004 

141 

8  1 

9 

2  16  0 

2 

16 

"5 

1246 

334 

39037 

3656 

204 

1  85 

87 

3  3  6 

3 

ee 

39 

5440 

3195 

174000 

2212tj 

2020  1  2  0 

110 

306 

IS  8  3 

4 

101 

35 

6058 

3077 

172363 

20720 

1450  i  2  IJ 

264 

289 

11  5  0 

5 

94 

26 

5760 

1548 

168084 

11967 

682  1  2  1 

193 

265 

10  14  4 

6 

11 

I 

844 

60 

41071 

4754 

69 

2  2 

20 

1  19  11 

7 

26 

14 

2464 

1149 

83326 

9033 

857 

2  2 

20 

45 

6  6  0 

8 

13 

12 

797 

754 

31638 

2304 

71 

1  6 

14 

1  19  3 

9 

24 

6 

1989 

363 

64366 

7202 

124 

2  IJ 

"4 

39 

4  2  1 

10 

2 

96 

4214 

466 

22 

2  3 

2 

11 

8 

296 

15701 

2150 

98 

2  6 

'65 

19 

12 

18 

"ig 

1153 

1486 

49999 

5443 

225  !  2  IJ 

s'is'  0 

13 

29 

22 

1724 

2542 

58174 

6130 

366 

2  3 

'5 

"22 

4  3  4 

14 

476 

162 

28018 

14864 

7^6940 

97910 

8493 

2  2: 

865 

605 

45  16  4 

15 

33 

23 

2266 

1866 

80890 

12068 

1641 

2  7 

59 

48 

6  16  8 

16 

600 

170 

31921 

13912 

770766 

93389 

1271 

2  3i 

200 

1975 

53  3  1 

17 

4 

299 

12275 

1517 

20 

2  ti 

4 

0  12  7 

18 

10 

"  4 

633 

458 

18119 

842 

72 

2 

1  2  10 

19 

10 

2 

652 

345 

24723 

2175 

286 

l"6 

"5 

21 

1  10  9 

20 
21 

80 

61 

4537 

4474 

168660 

25907 

2480 

2  9 

106 

10  1  7 

22 
23 

"6 

"2 

'551 

30 

23251 

3013 

'86 

2  8{ 

"6 

l"6'  2 

24 

3 

128 

6462 

595 

53 

0  7 

2 

25 

5 

"1 

304 

ii5 

19390 

2089 

71 

2  4 

14 

o'ie'  8 

26 

148 

54 

8486 

8677 

236671 

25971 

2663 

2  0 

322 

195 

19  2  8 

27 

20 

1 

1165 

98 

45963 

6100 

302 

2  6 

12 

2  11  0 

28 

50 

31 

2884 

2322 

81335 

11744 

1408 

2  6 

252 

23 

8  13  0 

29 

51 

40 

4004 

2860 

127403 

18650 

2276 

2  8 

90 

62 

9  7  3 

30 

50 

66 

3916 

5381 

166274 

21055 

820 

2  7J 

25 

126 

7  4  9 

31 

12 

1212 

33908 

3305 

458 

1   1 

6 

32 

4 

287 

10889 

1277 

48 

i      5 

9 

0'  9'  4 

33 

2 

62 

1326 

170 

4 

I   9 

0  4  0 

34 

4 

353 

11266 

1321 

120 

2  2 

"9 

0  14  0 

85 

11 

"5 

852 

2i9 

31367 

3380 

62 

2  1 

33 

2  4  6 

36 

79 

36 

47C0 

2789 

123831 

15723 

968 

2  4i 

"s 

51 

8  9  3 

37 

19 

7 

774 

962 

38583 

4144 

421 

a  Oi 

31 

2  18 

38 

6 

303 

17640 

2337 

128 

2  6i 

6 

1  2  4 

39 

18 

■'9 

1024 

665 

28688 

3689 

526 

2  3 

■  6 

25 

3  4  6 

40 

5 

1 

361 

104 

13330 

1532 

130 

2  9 

1 

1  10  10 

41 

127 

92 

68U8 

6954 

260356 

37960 

3418 

2  6i 

210 

278 

19  5  0 

2173 

946 

135054 

76103 

4003236 

498767 

83883 

66 

2638 

4656 

269  17  5 

766 

Bktorn  of  Trade,  &c.,  fob 

NAME    OF   800IETT. 

No.  of 
Uem- 
ben. 

uabiuties. 

ASSETS. 

Sbftre 
Capital. 

Loam, 
inelod- 
ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

r«. 

•erT* 
Fnnd. 

Valne  ol 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 
Lud. 
BldingB, 
Macbin- 
ery,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

IiiTastmects. 

Owing 
to  tbe 
8ociet^ 

tor 
Gooda. 

Hooie 
Prop, 
erty. 

All 
otber 
Invest- 
nienls. 

Central  DisTRiCT-^Con. 

Chapelhall  Fed.  Baking. . 
Hamilton  Balcing   

Produc.  Soc3.  Total  fori  91 7 

District  Total  for  191 7 

tRetail    Societies    Total    for 
previous  year  (\91Q)  .... 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  i/ear  (1Q16) 

District  Total  for  previous 
j/ear  (1916) 

7 
7 

£ 

1030 
8203 

£ 

14577 
48307 

!  . 

1051 
2982 

£ 

1845 
4020 

£     '      £ 

4018        261 
8869  1      668 

£ 

9948 
46841 

£ 
648 

43 
48 

14 

9233 

62884  j  4033 

5865 

12887        909 

56789 

648 

57838 

824709 

451089 

1041051322377 

226235  I  77605 

848550 

89723 

53186 

14 

53149 

795548 

8351 

803899 

43894]    93332 
59379     3642 
498320  'U<^<y7<i 

297785 

8581 

306366 

224669 

13616 

238285 

78925 

940 

74866 

919266 
53247 
972513 

82494  j 

1543 

84037  ^ 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

13 

No.  4— East  of  Scotland 

District — 
Retail  Diitrib.  Societiai— 
Armadale 

1543 
8fi53 
2440 
55580 

101 
1796 
1250 
1642 
9998 
6862 
2498 
1899 
1031 

866 
3428 

827 
1669 
8625 

45502 

60692 

30560 

712701 

1152 

86292 

9365 

202«1 

119552 

104764 

45798 

18856 

87-9 

582 

51644 

49370 
152403 

1249 
23 

f345 

RA1Q 

707?; 

Armo 

38129 
32310 

1601 

4Q7Q 

Bathgate    

SMR  i  i»TnA  J  is^m       s»Ia 

Broxburn 

3300    29afi    TgfiT.R  i    inivr      i78q 

1427X  ■  slio 
571613   52639 
1139       166 
203%     3443 
3184  ;   1200 
14298  ;  3101 

fi7fi7Q  !  711fi 

Edinburgh  St.  Cuthbert's 

Gavieside 

Gorebridge 

42007 

43 

822 

192 

5573 

24586 

11967 

3479 

2601 

1162 

73io 

2317 

911 

7280 

237626  298442   241965     98478 

334         588  !       ..            .. 

2864     12583       8015       3025 

2916       4530       7078       2425 

10796       6515     11252       4.'597 
'987     44895     485B3     21754 

Haddington 

Leith 

Musselburgh  &  Fisherrow 
Penicuili 

27686     32170     37854       5737     98208    17  C7 
5022     15455     17502  i     4559     24792     5937 
1778       7206  :     8212       6360       7856     4  062 
4219  ;     4942       4727         641       7456     19' « 

Prestonpans 

aBosewell 

770       2129  '        25  ;       . .          1298 
14405     30120     ia562     17045     22750 

2130         908 
8278     12011     10614  ;    3994  ;  31774 
21679     42540  '  21597  '    7853    121608 

113 

1343 

4  7 

856 

8215 

Tranent    

tWest  Barns 

West  Benhar 

West  Calder 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society — 
Edinburgh  Printing  

District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail    Societies    Total    fut 
previous  year  (\9\f>)  .... 

Productive   Society  Total  for 
previous  year  (m6) 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 

104708 

1467703 

114722 

361647 

553794 

466999   190635  |10  8963 

116663 

151 

10000 

6846 

8000 

1919 

14168 

190535 

334 

4477 

104859 

92957 
156 
93113 

1477703 

121568 

354647 

555713 

480167 

1079297 

121140 

1520512 

lOOOO 

1530512 

117280 

117280 

6425 
4098 
5928 
2589 

142 
48 

753 
2186 
4986 
1607 
7077 
2494 

329199 

3000 

332199 

462573 

1240 

463813 

492234 

14677 

AnAQii 

184849 
184849 

1247777 
558 
1248335 

114934 
4013 
118947 

Mna 

No.  6— Falkirk  Dist.— 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

1764 

1245 

1682 

779 

153 

297 

^339 

1055 

3501 

1612 

1950 

867 

32367 

2V371 

24588 

9856 

2117 

2599 

3056 

24?26 

4P180 

39964 

16071 

19762 

2160 

1S02 

2628 

1649 

125 

415 

439 

2846 

3981 

4438 

1595 

916 

14208     1S694 

1114fi 

7iR 

8053       6300       3063     14609       ^n^ 

Camelon 

12022     13265       3950       9U6 
4542        2090           son        7449 

1999 ; 

1487 

6'75 

406 

123  ' 

673 
2906 
383»  ! 
1086 

116 

Carronhall  and  Einnaird. 
Condorrat 

1413 
986 
1145 

9         ..     :    1110 
198         ..1    2059 

634           448   !     9Q14 

Cumbernauld 

Denny  and  Dunipace  . . . 
Grahamston  &  Bainsford 
Grangemouth    

5505       8489  :     4196     mi6 
20789     19081  ;    3024  i  22348 
8933      14094        1799  !  91312 

Kilsyth 

12375 
6903 

8502 

8967 

700  1    8640 
29U1      11282 

Larbert 

1 

t  Branch  of  S.C.W.8. 
t  Inolud«i  the  flgur«s  f«r  Forth  Providant  and  Glenboig  Societies. 
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No.  of 

PROFIT.           '-• 

Employees  on 
Dec.  81»t. 

Wasea, 

Sales 
during  the 

Net 

In- 
terest 

Aver- 

apte 

Bonas 

Snbscrlptloni. 

1 

IJlstrl- 
liDtive. 

Pro 
ducCTe 

DiBtri-  1  Pro- 
bative. '.  daotlve. 

Profit. 

on 
Share 
Capital 

Divi- 
dend 
per  £. 

on   i?;duca 

Wages,  tional 

Pur- 

Chart- • 
table  ' 
Pur  i 

Co-operative 
Union. 

i      ! 

poses. 

poses.  { 

£             £ 

'     . 

£ 

£ 

1 
s.  d. 

1  £          £ 

I   . 

1 

£    s.  d. 

42 

10 

19    1026   2385 

45469 

5068 

51 

228 

66 

43 

26 

50  j   1744   6051 

89455 

6344 
11412 

410 

1  23 

64 

2  0  0 

36 

69  i   2770   8436 

1 

134924 

461 

2-28 

130 

2  0  0 

2209 

1014  137824  ;  84539 

4138160 

510179 

34344 

293 

2638 

4786 

271  17  5 

2010 

944 

113399  '  69767 

3267706 

514245 

31948 

2439 

4197 

245  5  5 

37 

79  i   2240   8166 

129S98 

12843 

413 

.. 

112 

2  0  0 

2047 

1023  115639  ;  77933 

8397104 

527088 

32361 

2439 

4309 

247  5  5 

1 

54 

49  1   3341 

1  2729 

127528 

20666 

1577 

2  10 

86 

101 

7  13  6 

2 

101 

65  i   6448 

1  4058 

212322 

32236 

2414 

2  10 

66 

58 

18  13  8 

8 

86 

38 

5167 

3008 

140767 

21968 

1178 

2  W, 

85 

131 

11  6  0 

4 

2157 

879 

134470 

68148 

2450802 

484591 

24528 

3  9^ 

478 

1277 

257  18  5 

5 

2 

132 

6054 

1157 

40 

3  9 

2 

0  9  6 

6 

73 

87 

3505 

2892 

120344 

23075 

1212 

3  8 

20 

9  2  0 

7 

84 

23 

1790 

1815 

49962 

6996 

530 

2  8^ 

85 

6  10  0 

8 

64 

24 

3599 

2129 

80319 

15713 

681 

3  9i 

22 

9 

289 

112 

19283 

9033 

400487 

70672 

5124 

3  6 

220 

831 

43  10  0 

10 

293 

113 

19166 

10186 

442606 

88251 

8512 

3  9 

100 

101 

33  3  7 

11 

96 

47 

4823 

3602 

143109 

27277 

1645 

3  9 

39 

142 

12  16  7 

12 

47 

26 

2779 

2089 

78839 

14635 

660 

8  7J 

23 

7  5  10 

13 

35 

9 

1905 

923 

5^016 

10720 

290 

4  01 

49 

5  0  0 

14 

9 

8 

666 

324 

22315 

4161 

30 

4  0 

1016 

15 

89 

100 

6609 

6a69 

209121 

82964 

2002 

8  4 

25 

58 

16  16  8 

16 

18 

821 

23044 

3365 

76 

2  9 

17 

61 

28 

4032 

2439 

150600 

24985 

2201 

3  1 

129 

8  11  7 

18 
19 

230 

116 

16657 

9187 

489887 

78336 

5657 

3  0 

320 

317 

83  0  0 

3788 

1664 

235193 

128431 

5206122 

961768 

53857 

1419 

3807 

471  17  4 

76 

6000 

12400 

490 

400 

16  0 

3738 

1740 

285193 

134431 

5218522 

962258 

53757 

1419 

3807 

473  2  4 

3333 

1834 

197141 

128635 

4395665 

899084 

54506 

., 

1310 

3754 

444  14  0 

76 

5557 

11329 

453 

400 

57 

14 

3833 

1910 

197141 

134192 

4406994 

899537 

54906 

57 

1310 

3768 

444  14  0 

1 

41 

38 

3326 

2667 

9-093 

14444 

1471 

2  9 

8 

27 

9  2  6 

2 

61 

25 

3601 

2059 

101605 

12270 

1076 

2  4 

114 

6  5  0 

3 

63 

84 

4226 

2900 

1005'' 5 

12557 

1040 

2  2i 

68 

116 

8  14  0 

4 

20 

18 

1298 

1272 

51427 

7186 

378 

2  5 

40 

8  8  8 

5 

2 

139 

9403 

1419 

77 

3  H 

8 

0  5  0 

6 

7 

411 

18161 

2256 

93 

2  5 

21 

1  11  8 

7 

6 

887 

20379 

3117 

114 

2  10| 

21 

la 

1  14  7 

8 

47 

19 

2690 

1624 

esieo 

12006 

1110 

2  5A 

162 

5  7  1 

9 

130 

48 

7073 

2726 

1-5651 

22050 

2084 

2  ?} 

99 

198 

17  6  0 

10 

50 

31 

3i78 

2675 

87193 

10810 

1462 

2  U 

77 

7  17  8 

11 

50 

80 

8159 

2308 

116588 

18618 

670 

3  1 

41 

9  2  8 

12 

24 

9 

1873 

1005 

52484 

6812 

895 

2  li 

•• 

51 

4  6  6 

768 


Eetdbn  op  Trade,  &c.,  for 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


Falkirk  District — Con. 

Laurieston 

Longcroft 

Reddine 

Skinflata 

Slaniannan 

Stenhousemuir  Equitable 

Ketall  Socs.  Total  for  191 ', 

Productive  Societies — 
Bainsford  &  Grahamston 

Bailing   

Carronshore  Baking 


Produc.  Socs.  Total  for  191i 
District  Total  for  1 91 7 

Retail  Socielien  ToUil  lor 
previous  year  (191 6)   .... 

Productive  Societies  Total  fer 
previous  year  (1 91  (i)   .... 

District  Total  for  previous 
j/caj-(1916) 


No.  6 — Fife  and  Kinross 

District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 

Auchtermuclity 

Buckhaven  

"Burntisland 

Coaltown  of  Wemyss 

Cowdenbeath 

Cupar  (Fife) 

Dunfermline    

Dysart    

East  Wemyss    

Falkland 

Freuchie  Reform 

Guardbridge    

Kelty    

Kettle 

Kingseat 

Kinross  and  Vicinity  . . . 

Lassodie 

Leslie    

„      and  District 

Leven  (Reform)    

Lochgelly 

Markinch   

Methill    

Newburgh  and  District   . 
Pathhead  &  Sinclairtown 

St.  Andrews 

Townhill 

West  Wemyss 


Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 


No.  of 

Mem- 
bers. 


511 

915 

3486 

227 

1170 

1395 


22948 


27812 


21662 
4566 


604 

2403 

758 

335 

2231 

499 

12448 

2153 

1186 

120 

143 

665 

235»» 

410 

260 

327 

22^ 

295 

1171 

21-1 

4087 

2004 

1040 

251 

5664 

417 

718 

284 


45286 


UABIUTIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


8175 

12350 

108121 

12387 

2772 
24488 


4U445 


41081 
2443 


43524 
457969 


405395 

42439 

447734 


4201 

42219 

12783 

9390 

51071 

4588 

172657 

28831 

26207 

662 

600 

7011 

582'5 

1790 

3240 

1853 

3750 

f.085 

26509 

41646 

86925 

44436 

16182 

2577 

80247 

2472 

8075 

9187 


Loans, 
inclad- 
Ini;  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


173 
2548 
1299 

101 
22740 

844 


66033 


895 

275 


1170 


67203 


87887 


63385 


64828 


752429 


119 
1410 
2326 
542 
8)5 
637 

824 
02 


74 

578 
513 
597 
26 
185 

i94 

891 

685 

2^6 

7680 

1384 

3549 

30 

S83 

819 


24149  70371 


Re- 
serve 
Fan<i. 


381 

962 

5869 

397 

2085 

2264 


f>6002 


3652 
188 


30896 
2429 


661 

3279 

1196 

406 

5358 

503 

21607 

2454 

756 

142 

318 

12.0 

5896 

500 

287 

295 

275 

456 

16TO 

1454 

10145 

1614 

740 

348 

6115 

414 

1612 

510 


Value  oi 

Stock 


2161 
5977 
18682 
'ill 
9312 
5583 


IValne  of 
Land, 
Hidings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


£ 

949 
3868 
601 
435 
815 


134305 


2418 
282 


26;«5 


137000 


120607 

2605 

123212 


2826 

11257 

3769 

2102 

12594 

2369 

68350 

10383 

7021 

440 

490 

2349 

16935 

819 

1620 

1336 

1990 

119  > 

8031 

13279 

26445 

13064 

8114 

915 

249H1 

13(56 

3992 

2438 


House 
Prop- 
erty. 


101184 


11979 
1100 


13079 


114263 


104419 
13641 
118060 


1450 

22412 

1601 

1693 

13345 

2490 

73426 

11768 

4055 

400 

265 

2455 

18099 

45 

1804 

90 

25 

247 

7347 

26547 

19278 

14853 

10P07 

710 

34042 

253 

4647 

860 


otiier 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  I  he 
Societv 


250405  269004 


£ 

£ 

£ 

252 

5767 

708 

1647 

5081 

1287 

962 

122391 

10009 

lis 

12194 

88: 

19653 

2749 

1644 

18911 
310108 

763 

80459 

30460 
1884 

2834 

80828 

1075 

722 

2824 

81898 

3606 

32788 

842006 

33066 

29198 

801833 

39856 

3428 

80341 

2065 

81626 

881674 

31421 

183 

1578 

425 

2089 

21434 

3071 

4300 

8285 

1369 

718 

6360 

649 

2353 

35354 

1465 

713 

83869 

210 

16905 

2S66 

1991 

17156 

2385 

342 

158 

628 

35 

5387 

680 

672 

89484 

3173 

2619 

227 

1852 

220 

1255 

1.56 

8481 

225 

5073 

3000 

15584 

1550 

11023 

2502 

1472 

52676 

11033 

31560 

2434 

4260 

4338 

1216 

452 

2745 

143 

2400 

45338 

1985 

432 

1940 

1367 

370 

675 

6413 

731 

28214 

425556 

34213 

— 

1917, 

Scottish  Section 

769 

No. 

0, 

PBOFIT. 

Employees  on 
Lee.  »lst. 

Wages. 

DiBtri- 

Pro- 

Distri-    Pro- 

durinj!  the 
Year. 

Net 
Proflt. 

In-   Aver- 
terest   ase 

on    Divi. 
Share  (lend 

Bnniis 
Wages. 

E^dnca- 

tional 

Cliari- 1 

table  j 

Cooperativa 

Capital  per  £..                  1 

Pur 

Pur 

Union. 

1 

1 

1            1 

posf-s. 

poses.  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£          £ 

s.  d 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    3.    A. 

13 

16 

1 

1039 

26 

83014 

3911 

354 

2  2 

16 

14 

28 

7 

163  5 

777 

F6427 

6873 

514 

2  4 

.  , 

25 

4  15  0 

15 

.  98 

85 

6478 

8108 

2713-2 

63000 

ST  03 

3  7J 

14 

Ifi 

i 

369 

16442 

2618 

58« 

2  6 

8 

18  0 

17 

87 

21 

2580 

1641 

84865 

10988 

129 

2  7* 

5  19  8 

18 

58 

81 
842 

2766 

2252 

82097 

103'i7 

1046 

2  3 

23 

29 

6  17  0 

742 

46324 

27040 

1462896 

211842 

16799 

837 

827 

93  19  11 

19 

45 

56 

2946 

6456 

101124 

14228 

1527 

2  9J 

65 

129 

10  0  0 

20 

2 

5 

159 

364 

5776 

889 

81 

2  9 

1 

47 
789 

61 

8105 

6820 

106900 

15117 

1608 

65 

no 

10  0  0 

403 

49429 

P3860 

1569786 

226459 

18407 

402 

957 

103  19  11 

718 

869 

89480 

24591 

1225987 

201646 

15247 

889 

1074 

98  11  10 

48 

63 

2497 

6133 

859  »9 

18317 

1609 

56 

113 

10  0  0 

766 

432 

41977 

30724 

1311936 

214963 

16866 

395 

1187 

108  11  10 

1 

16 

4 

642 

496 

18860 

2618 

230 

2  8 

14 

2  17  0 

fl 

64 

43 

8534 

3889 

114134 

20502 

1672 

8  11 

98 

72 

12  0  9 

8 

22 

10 

1169 

828 

38933 

4357 

490 

2  3 

71 

81 

3  11  6 

4 

9 

8 

488 

281 

18896 

2493 

400 

2  ^ 

. 

7 

1  12  0 

5 

82 

46 

5123 

3119 

144220 

23104 

2464 

2  ^ 

184 

148 

10  10  8 

6 

9 

5 

303 

549 

15030 

2513 

208 

3  0 

8 

2 

2  11  0 

7 

890 

201 

21972 

149S7 

618790 

99121 

6274 

2  lOf 

929 

50 

55  11  10 

8 

70 

27 

4108 

2372 

1J5121 

18987 

1190 

3  6 

82 

49 

10  19  1 

9 

25 

28 

1729 

2103 

78516 

11761 

1009 

3  m 

27 

5  10  5 

in 

3 

2 

135 

100 

8068 

376 

30 

2  9 

11 

3 

192 

4633 

698 

29 

3  3 

0  12  0 

n 

13 

8 

805 

478 

28836 

4850 

832 

3  6 

17 

3  8  11 

18 

'85 

55 

6024 

4238 

172389 

27748 

2505 

2  10^ 

252 

65 

12  10  0 

14 

7 

1 

855 

106 

10962 

1821 

78 

3  1 

2 

2  2  9 

15 

7 

5 

612 

4g0 

15580 

2568 

127 

3  2 

15 

1  2  0 

Ifi 

5 

273 

11658 

1526 

90 

2  4 

3 

17 

8 

546 

20345 

3405 

187 

8  1 

81 

1  3  4 

1ft 

4 

216 

7674 

1853 

211 

4  5 

8 

1  10  0 

19 

28 

19 

1610 

1410 

55415 

10037 

1140 

4  5 

12 

26 

6  2  0 

90 

40 

45 

8131 

2913 

102758 

19745 

1765 

3  lOJ 

15 

64 

10  18  9 

fli 

153 

72 

9509 

5833 

283904 

44988 

2852 

2  lOt 

231 

107 

20  2  5 

n 

73 

49 

4632 

2738 

133821 

23124 

1870 

3  10 

214 

10  6  7 

93 

84 

23 

1931 

1893 

58526 

9286  i  733 

3  2 

25 

215 

4  17  3 

914 

4 

1 

242 

76 

7351 

1232  1  124 

8  0 

4 

6 

15  0 

«5 

198 

83 

12786 

6342 

259290 

38930  3718 

2  10 

174 

573 

26  16  0 

?lfi 

6 

8 

468 

305 

11799 

1102  i  116 

1  9A 

8 

3 

2  3  8 

9n 

22 

9 

1592 

860 

41869 

6064 

429 

2  7 

60 

3 

3  13  0 

28 

7 

2 

452 

266 

16452 

2897 

395 

3  3| 

SO 

1  10  5 

1887 

744 

84479 

56112 

2393825 

387656 

30669 

2381 

1554 

215  8  4 

27 


770 


Return  of  Trade,  &c.,  for 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


Fife  &  Kinross  Dist. — Con. 

Productive  Societies  :  — 

Burntisland  Bread   .... 

Kettle  Baking 

Newburgh     and     Mount 
Pleasant  Baking  . . 


Produc.  Soc8.  Total  tor  1 917 
District  Total  fori  91 7 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1916)   . 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (IQi^'i   . 

District  Total  for  premous 
near  (1916) 


No.  7 — Glasgow  &  Subs.- 
IJetail  Distrib.  Societies— 

Anniesland 

Avonbank  (Rutherglen) 

Blairdardie 

Bridgeton  Old  Victualling 

Cadder    

Cambusiang 

Clydebank   

Cowlairs 

Dalmuir   

Dumbarton  Equitable 
Duntocher  and  Hardgate 

East  Kilbride 

Gilbertfield 

Glasgow-D'py  &  Furnish. 

,,        Eastern   

,,         Kinning  Park. 

,,         London  Road. 

„        Progress 

„        St.  George  . . . 

,,        St.  Rollox  . . . 

Kirkintilloch   

Lennox  (Dumbarton)  . . 

Lennoxtown    

Milngavie 

Newton 

Rutherglen  Vict'g  <fe  Bkg. 

Shettleaton 

Stonefleld 

Tolleross 

Uddingston 

Vale  of  Leven  (Alexand'a) 


No.  o( 
Mem- 
bers. 


272 
490 


UABILITIES. 


1110 


16346 


41483 
1144 
42627 


692 

3059 

88 

1201 

492 

2333 

9276 

11086 

1034 

4987 

604 

194 

1058 

41M3 

13765 

25893 

2681 

5487 

2  948 

6122 

2109 

23v5 

445 

870 

368 

515 

7263 

330 

1691 

.'374 

6442 


Kckiil  Hois.  Tot  I  Un-  :<)  :  138420 


Productive  Societies — 

Glasgow-Civic  Press  .... 

,,         Scottish  Newspr 

,,         United  Baking.. 

Prod  IIP.  Socs.  T-.tal  for  1917 


Di.strictTotalforl917 


200 

;i70 

7i209 


Share 
Ctpital. 


1455 
711 


2550 


754979 


747706 

3621 

751327 


15566 

42728 

657 

3603 

4144 

40786 

144046 

154678 

6669 

109383 

3681 

2018 

9855 

78303 

68717 

227093 

5084 

78688 

55C00 


41861 
27168 

2900 
10806 

4658 

1468 
64629 

46-^3 
33012 

9188 
121297 


1405529 


1834 

217 

226037 


479  2280  8 


Loana, 
incliid. 
ing  ail} 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


178 
23 


196 
24345 


26531 

34 

26665 


1650 

4481 

28 


4587 

63258 

42736 

9286 

84011 

4188 

842 

14384 

102388 

88874 

65142 

18761 

71f2 

1841=96 

18542 

299 

6621 

1765 

784 

'/038 

5'-8 

57r62 

724 

1490 

47903 

7192 


771815 


672 
156 
2826951 


1000 
243 


71614 


64954 

327 

65281 


1297 

2882 

80 

P589 

530 

8006 

10694 

2S0S5 

579 

61«1 

848 

602 

1868 

14836 

!-991 

33429 

1956 

2367 

27467 

6380 

S52i 

1713 

420 

1250 

484 

688 

10335 

1161 

231" 

3946 

11879 


187286 


138899  1633617  1056288 


2075 
214 

15816 


18105 


Value  ot 
Value  otj   'rf'^i- 

er^,  and 
Hxcd 
Stock. 


242 
341 


97 
680 


261086 


224856 
413 
226269 


4087 

4074 

114 

4811 

2546 

18248 

75650 

67122 

4058 

81231 

2518 

426 

4476 

86016 

483-'4 

100248 

4689 

14394 

94356 

15485 

18931 

183fll 

1146 

3378 

1440 

764 

33525 

2928 

3402 

11913 

44878 


718504 


841 
38853 


39694 


748 

262 


1974 


270978 


263002 

1414 

264416 


6392 

100 

300 

174 

11456 

63018 


10877 

15000 

1445 

104 

4264 

67556 

17031 

70094 

30-6 

1517 

46697 

15418 

10145 

10371 

2148 

£329 

1817 

S04 

10424 

1888 

8450 

■;479 

23178 


438290 


860 
207i90 


208850 


805390768198  647140 


House 
I'rop- 
erty. 


£ 
500 


600 
28714 


29977 


29977 


7521 

96 

StiOO 

6iil 
19335 
10266 


13  6 
989 
2175 
16000 
1310H 
13980 
670 

26665 

4571 

2074 

709 

616 

1254'! 

fiO'O 
3-.'86 
20440 


169448 


16010 


other 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owins; 
to  the 
Society 


8 
1048 


2074 


427630 


448834 

3084 

446868 


10382 

31841 

522 

10286 

2215 

26722 

67427 

167836 

3228 

106740 

3876 

1676 

18-77 

32476 

79755 

2013i'4 

I8M06 

65446 

143940 

44395 

18560 

6811 

3277 

6976 

4498 

816 

86688 

2016 

22543 

39453 

67961 


73 


84285 


31446 

68 

31614 


1288637 


1970 

1724 

369129 


16010  372828 


186463  1661360 


1188 

3077 

59 

1371 

696 

13557 
15688 
1392 
731» 
692 
209 

6062 
6010 
146S8 
1540 
4448 
8809 
2477 

6898 
552 

1295 
140 
81 
695 
846 

5950 


104992 


1699 

1477 

23014 


26090 


h   Societies. 


1917, 

Scottish  Section 

771 

No. 

of    1 

PROFIT. 

tinployeee  on  1 
iJec.  8l8t.   1 

Wages. 

1 

. — 

Sales 

In 

Subscriptions.       | 

Distri- 

Pro- 

DJBtri-    Pro- 

during  the 
Year. 

Net 

terest 

on 

D^i- 

Bonai 
on 

Educa- 

Chari- 

butive. 

luctve. 

butive.  dactlve. 

""■"•   Share  1 
Capital! 

dend 
peri. 

Wages. 

tional 
Pur- 

table 
Pur 

IIo-operatiTa 
Union. 

1 

1 

poses. 

poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£     s.  a. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£  s.  a. 

29 

2 

3 

198 

446 

3494 

159 

69   .. 

1 

30 

2 

6 

272 

416 

6931 

569 

67  j  3 • 0 

5 

2  16  6 

31 

4 

332 

3496 

588 

18 

2  8 

4 

13 

466 

1194 

13921 

1266 

154 

6 

2  16  6  ; 

1391 

757 

84944 

57306 

2407746 

388992 

30823 

2381 

1560 

218  4  10  : 

1320 

741 

71354 

51871 

2032650 

385857 

29072 

2123 

1111 

197  8  11 

3 

9 

278 

1214 

11553 

1490 

156 

5 

2  15  8 

1323 

750 

71632 

53085 

2044203 

387347 

29228 

2122 

1116 

200  4  7 

1 

27 

1 

2047 

132 

48369 

4695 

489 

53 

27 

I 
3  10  10  ! 

2 

113 

1 

7879 

117 

168979 

20833 

1729 

2  24 

279 

150 

14  16  0 

3 

1 

114 

8301 

536 

25 

2  1 

4 

31 

17 

2711 

1813 

91073 

16955 

3  1 

18 

5 

22 

1192 

33155 

3156 

i46 

2  U 

13 

3  ii    6 

fi 

91 

40 

6918 

280' 

157677 

12614 

1830 

1  3A 

107 

92 

11  11  4 

7 

495 

122 

37706 

9288 

717592 

52563 

6407 

1  31 

837 

338 

44  7  10 

8 

660 

194 

36981 

12289 

690285 

78552 

7323 

1  11 

1026 

577 

54  3  0 

9 

38 

4 

2924 

287 

64782 

."5899 

232 

1  9* 

55 

4  13  8 

10 

193 

76 

11837 

6'a6 

277687 

36175 

4285 

2  2 

341 

199 

33  18  10 

n 

23 

5 

1593 

700 

42000 

4201 

131 

1  11 

44 

16 

2  14  7 

12 

5 

2 

824 

100 

9416 

877 

79 

1  8 

10 

0  18  9 

13 

48 

4 

3057 

283 

99936 

12424 

486 

2  2 

125 

112 

6  5  6 

14 

257 

283 

17253 

14876 

301931 

18645 

3910 

2  10 

3400 

330 

14  0  0 

15 

320 

64 

21774 

4190 

537564 

57292 

2710 

1  6i 

2365 

693 

68' 

66  10  0 

Ifi 

936 

147 

66679 

12632 

1120871 

122742 

960O 

1  7 

5487 

1?09 

918 

125  5  2 

17 

55 

3 

8700 

363 

101778 

11170 

254 

1  10 

236 

148 

100 

14  1  0 

18 

88 

45 

6243 

523U 

180131 

4575 

3180 

111 

24  9  11 

19 

700 

126 

62884 

8850 

989336 

100306 

2400 

1  8 

5415 

1747 

209 

108  16  7 

20 

185 

32 

10884 

2218 

221738 

25187 

1597 

1  10 

180 

272 

30  18  10 

21 

146 

89 

6920 

8177 

185668 

16495 

1947 

2  2 

66 

157 

10  10  5 

22 

149 

34 

5250 

2573 

121895 

15194 

1083 

2  3 

110 

28 

17 

3 

718 

296 

24890 

2841 

118 

2  3 

15 

2  2  6 

24 

34 

5 

2203 

846 

47119 

5085 

286 

2  0 

98 

20 

4  6  4 

25 

8 

2 

906 

181 

24567 

2919 

211 

2  0 

4 

31 

1  14  4 

2fi 

16 

3 

785 

433 

80003 

3838 

17 

3  0 

65 

27 

278 

41 

18904 

3328 

880345 

41562 

3065 

1  11 

416 

272 

37  4  4 

28 

11 

2 

812 

387 

31570 

3917 

175 

111 

14 

15 

1  18  0 

29 

54 

18 

4124 

1263 

109419 

12937 

1877 

2  IJ 

fcl 

55 

8  15  7 

80 

95 

42 

6565 

3202 

182050 

20388 

2495 

1  m 

280 

11  11  3 

31 
32 

205 

87 

14593 

7016 

336773 

41394 
755217 

5004 

2  IJ 

379 

377 

26  17  0 

5296 

1392 

356430 

104043 

7286450 

62586 

-■— 

17079 

8526 

5550 

652  8  0 

21 

2033 

5194 

859 

92 

11 

1  1  0 

33 

3 

2 

44 

804 

5902 

e286 

11 

19 

10  0 

84 

557 

1212 

52806 

98892 

1353450 

96242 

11188 

1  0 

7285 

1325 

1152 

26  0  0 

560 

1235 

52350 

96229 

1364546 

96601 

11291 

7286 

1325 

1183 

27  0  0 

5856 

2627 

408780 

200273 

8650996 

851818 

73877 

34364 

9851 

6732 

679  8  0 

e  Ii088, 
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Retubn  op  Tbade,  &c.,  fob 

NAME   OF   SOOIETt. 

No.o( 

Mem- 
bers. 

UABIUXIE8.           1                                 ASSETS. 

/ 

Sbare 
Capital. 

Louis, 
Inelad- 
ItiRany 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

1 

„.     ;  Valoe  of 

sSve  1    S'S^' 
Fund,  j  ipf^g 

i 

Value  of 
Land, 
Bldines, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Klxed 
Stock. 

iDTCstments. 

Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Qoods. 

House      „,A^1 
Prop.       "'her 

""'      1  ments. 

Glasgow  and  Subs. — Con. 
Retail    Societies    Total    for 

previoJis  near  (1 91 6)   

'Special  Society  for  previous 
year  {1916) 

129797 

22 

478 

130297 

£ 

1354249 

430 

222961 

1577630 

£ 

811485 

2051 

299060 

112596 

£ 
169669 

106148 
274717 

£ 

636561 

10  i6 

76084 

718691 

£ 

471790 

96 

282655 

704541 

£ 

136490 

4972 
141462 

£ 

1386019 

1331 

819884 

1666234 

£ 
101224 

27437 
128661 

1 

a 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 
26 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
81 
32 
38 
84 
85 
36 
87 
88 
89 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

46 

Prwinctire  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 916)   

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 

No.  8— Perth,  Forfar,  & 
Aberdeen  District — 
Retail  Distrib  Societies- 
Aberdeen  Northern    

Abernethy   

19775 

201 

69 

1923 

2424 

2127 

2341 

309 

240 

405 

360 

3562 

700 

754 

497 

184 

1034 

2887 

2665 

8272 

62 

655 

1260 

320 

462 

281 

963 
267 

674 

472 

457 

1352 

495 

144 

1465 

122 

7659 

2302 

1344 

497 

1152 

426 

159970 
194 
133 

28413 

2257 

20300 

17675 

4361 

1905 

1448 
42208 

5541 

1263 

725 

6fi20 

12882 

4742 

84441 

122 

li87 
526 
729 
407 

862 
383 

2876 

1039 

10847 

454 

126 

1643 

228 

106106 

4866 

1558 
9878 
1646 

42850 
25 

8876 

i4i 

504 
2007 

569 
8055 
3187 
2299 

1020 

221 

826 
1478 
1080 

460 

1658 

89 

22911 

9 

736 

462 

4 

1000 

39477 

ii7 

1431 
1025 
535 
139 
245 
169, 

300 
1650 

261 

121 

27 

844 

2509 

377 

23719 

76 

ii3 

130 
"4 
"80 

i59 
111 

"io 

47 
729 
169 
14421 
1459 

'im 

1715 
21 

175858 

186 

147 

8498 

741 

12386 

9370 

1126 

1075 

586 

1083 

11503 

1684 

2980 

1130 

367 

8790 

11119 

610 

48026 

87 

561 

271 

686 

1678 

496 

i84 
676 

744 

1510 

659 

7163 

49 

27 

1141 

848 

76142 

207 

469 

1892 

4161 

446 

119868 
380 

75i3 

818 

12596 

5477 

810 

424 

70 

944 

13272 

2978 

3448 

8515 

2996 

4884 

3106 

1665 

14855 

4 

178 

263 

665 

1672 

624 

i98 
80 

i87 

2281 

61 

8437 

40 
1966 

56655 

1441 

95 

880 

2997 

781 

1724 

365 

4000 

3650 

773 

6523 
i85 

528 
17075 

480 
822 

1469 

16027 
498 

1290 

4476 

476 

4i2 

11222 

138 

8051 

2570 

2453 

1247 

978 
19465 

8246 

202 

840 

43 

3508 

43x3 

87339 

242 

702 
851 

638 

281 
776 

787 

978 

4000 

418 

91 

935 

888 

31548 

6366 

387 

6127 

496 

33 

43 

2388 

2436 

3851 

1482 

34.' 

364 

25 

356 

3601 

215 

799 

1411 

114 

89« 

4253 

500 

15262 

44 

126 

927 

14 

53 

32 

933 
88 

ioi 

495 
889 
1061 
570 
162 
304 
163 

98 

4 

490 

1042 

310 

Abenithven 

Arbroath  Equitable   

Friendly  Coal.. 
„          High  Street    . . 

,,         West  Port 

Auchterarder  Feus 

„            Provident  . 
JBanfif 

Blairgowrie    

Brechin  United 

JBuckie 

Carnoustie  Association  . . 

Equitable  . . . 

Crieflf 

Don  (Port  Blphinstone) . . 
Dundee  (City  of) 

„       Coal  Supply    . . . 

,,       Eastern   

Dunning 

tElpin    

Forfar  Coal   

„       East  Port  paving. 
a     „       Free  Trade  Saving 

„       High  Street 

t     ,,       Northern 

Victoria  Coal 

„       West  Port 

t     „       West  Town 

{Forres 

Fraserburgh 

Inverness 

Kirriemuir 

„         Coal 

Monifleth  Coal 

Montrose  B'k'g  &  Grocery 
Muthill 

Perth  (City  of)    

tPeterhead 

Strathisia 

Thurso    

Wick  &  Pulteney  Town. . 

Bjtail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society — 
Auchterarder  Baking  . . . 

District  Total  for  191 7 

72960 
423 

536060 
1678 

95306 
61 

82868 
180 

891240 
220 

272864 
1083 

68889 

160650 
1086 

45767 
82 

73373 

586738 

95857 

82688 

391460 

273447 

53S89 

161685 

45849 

*  Now  ceased  trading.        t  No  recent  figures  availabU.    t  Branch  of  S.C.W.S. 
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No.  ot 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

Employeea  on 
Dec.  81st. 

Wages. 

1 

1 

1 

Sales 

urine  the 

Year. 

In-   Aver- 

«,f    terest   age   Bonus 

„"  „,     on    Divi-    on 

"°°^-       Share  dond  Wages. 

Capital  per  £. 

Snbscriptions. 

Dlstri- 
bative.  d 

Pro- 

jotve. 

d 

Distri-    Pro- 
butlve.  dactive. 

Educa-  Chari- 
tional   table  Co  operative 
Pur-   Pur     Union. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

poses,  poses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

4950 

1380 

294978 
381 

92249 

5951892 
942' 

757832 
248 

30487 

18339 

9969 

5256 

599  16  0 

448 

1198 

47147 

85614 

1198052 

104922 

10858 

8421 

1539 

1048 

27  1  0 

5398 

2578 

842506 

177863 

7150886 

863002 

71295 

26760 

11508 

6304 

626  17  0 

1 

1314 

342 

58488 

29270 

1008926 

128687 

7998 

2  8 

75 

540 

93  4  0 

2 

1 

2 

67 

156 

3827 

435 

10 

3  0 

5 

1  1  0 

3 

2 

107 

2828 

247 

7 

1  10 

4 

88 

84 

2065 

2008 

64088 

"   8864 

1156 

2  5i 

9  "a'  0 

6 

10 

1020 

9279 

870 

80 

1  6 

•  *  •  • 

6 

36 

■33 

2730 

263-1 

70248 

7707 

992 

2  2 

10  8  9 

7 

42 

30 

2613 

1867 

56656 

6101 

848 

1  11 

'36 

8 

6 

301 

10372 

1339 

190 

2  3 

18 

9 

5 

817 

6293 

817 

95 

2  5} 

1 

10 

8 

114 

2148 

42 

2 

10  1   .. 

11 

9 

"'4 

476 

343 

14194 

1822 

59 

2  6 

"2 

12 

64 

44 

4041 

3488 

105962 

11732 

1702 

1  8J 

142 

61 

18' 'e'   2 

13 

12 

655 

9802 

555 

12 

1  5 

14 

18 

'15 

1154 

1259 

229>-6 

2097 

260 

1  6 

"2 

15 

7 

3 

385 

591 

1044' 

552 

5^) 

1  6 

16 

5 

3 

258 

169 

5658 

129 

39 

0  6 

l"2'  6 

17 

25 

10 

1266 

519 

24433 

710 

179 

0  7i 

18 

76 

19 

4670 

1808 

70603 

6223 

539 

1  8 

58 

"3 

ll"6'  6 

19 

80 

2456 

16748 

476 

211 

3 

14 

10  0  0 

20 

839 

'77 

19031 

7ii8 

416382 

47016 

8876 

2' "2 

21 

2 

55 

1370 

126 

6 

1  10 

22 

5 

226 

4751 

26 

4 

1  0 

28 

5 

527 

4695 

486 

2  0 

•  >  •  • 

24 

4 

"8 

276 

250 

10061 

1286 

'28 

a   6 

25 

6 

4 

254 

291 

11438 

21^6 

29 

26 

4 

2 

239 

226 

7919 

965 

19 

2"6 

27 

,  . 

28 

■■9 

581 

3992 

'317 

is 

l"6 

29 

3 

"2 

230 

238 

8538 

1049 

15 

2  6 

30 

31 

"5 

224 

6927 

"448 

"9 

l"p 

32 

10 

■"6 

529 

266 

11235 

823 

137 

1  3 

2"6'  8 

33 

9 

2 

559 

281 

11044 

254 

50 

0  6 

"7 

2  3  11 

34 

24 

18 

1579 

1201 

46286 

4540 

469 

2  0 

35 

4 

314 

2774 

359 

20 

2  6 

36 

3 

100 

,, 

952 

43 

4 

1  0 

"'1 

.  .  •> 

b7 

14 

"5 

1121 

581 

32558 

8860 

71 

2  4 

38 

2 

115 

3876 

875 

7 

2  1 

"3 

39 

277 

261 

16487 

12i42 

370466 

40883 

4837 

1  11 

599 

154 

37"5'  0 

40 

14 

1619 

15573 

911 

200 

a    8 

10 

28 

5  0  0 

41 

10 

289 

9806 

1098 

14 

2  2 

42 

6 

"4 

883 

250 

8536 

523 

71 

1  0 

43 

26 

5 

1438 

310 

29205 

2536 

398 

1  9 

"3 

44 

2 

3 

128 

195 

3292 

41 

68 

1  0 

2486 

871 

129877 

66865 

2536164 

289506 

24773 

901 

854 

201  1  6 

45 

8 

4 

203 

334 

5992 

538 

78 

1  4 

I 

2 

2489 

875 

129580 

67199 

2542156 

390044 

24851 

•• 

901 

856 

201  1  6 

t  Per  ton 
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Return  op  Trade,  «fec., 

FOR 

NAME    OF  SOCIETY. 

i 

No.ot 
Hem- 
ben. 

68583 

453 

69036 

UABILITIE8. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loaaa, 
Includ- 
log  any 
Over- 
draft 
Irom 
Bank. 

Re- 

■erve 
Fond. 

Valae  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

Value  o( 

Land, 
Bldings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

InTestmenta. 

Owing 
to  the 
Society 

lor 
Ooodi. 

Prop-      o'her 
%l°^     Invest- 
*"y-      ments. 

Pbrth,  Fortar,  &  Aber- 

DEBN  District— Con. 
Retail    Societies    Total    tor 

previous  year  (l9\Vi)  

Productive  Society  Total  jor 

previous  year  {1916)  

District   Total  for  previous 

year  (1916) 

£ 
545848 

1823 
547666 

£ 

78617 

36 

78653 

£ 

51782 

123 

51905 

£ 
240767 

276 
241043 

£ 
309718 
1181 
310849 

£ 
176916 

176916 

£ 
197547 

873 
198420 

£ 
40494 

127 
40621 

1 
2 
8 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

No.  »— Renfrewshire  Dis. 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Barrhead   

3467 

341 

323 

944 

9285 

1206 

161 

280 

2215 

588 

332 

318 

200 

1916 

10115 

557 

1767 

2336 

2126 

2100 

594 

58716 

2923 

2882 

9331 

98318 

12822 

2613 

838 

50363 

14637 

7404 

3816 

1125 

2'200 

157797 

4446 

22443 

32714 

38753 

19024 

18256 

27671 

744 

103 

3464 

26088 

11123 

23 

7795 

4370 

1836 

37i2 
4444 
6759 

17077 
1903 
794 
2  28 
1128 

83944 
133 

9801 

184 

288 

1035 

16160 

1718 

155 

573 

3522 

934 

514 

331 

242 

629 

27461 

3088 

2526 

8340 

i!675 

3318 

940 

22853 
1560 
1143 
8158 

49610 
709H 
264 

15288 
716 
466 

2o:i 

49353 

5005 

do 

22061 
1060 
871 
9806 

25640 
5C81 

4624 
9695 
1002 

8ii4 
1012 

9334 

4348 
2145 
1900 
4742 
5582 

38890 

1279 

1H66 

6881 

38397 

10336 

2605 

2839 

26968 

12742 

6759 

17  4 

8314 

12000 

99476 

i-256 

17214 

19003 

28585 

42854 

%71 

2758 

158 

873 

277 

6674 

778 

93 

684 

1730 

440 

600 

160 

381 

1087 

4153 

1480 

1833 

1830 

1562 
1885 

Bridge  of  Weir    

Busby  

Cathcart 

Greenock  Central   

East  End    

Howwood 

Hurlet  and  Nitshill    

1676  ,      912 

11008   1    11Q41 

Kilbarchan 

2794 
1800 
1628 
741 
7013 

30047 
If-lii 
5352 

12242 
6107 
8292 
2091 

2023 

46 

1729 

872 

12164 

75585 

1833 

3352 

7510 

5443 

8859 

1612 

Linwood 

Lochwinnoch 

Newton  Mearns 

Paisley  Equitable 

„      Provident 

,,      Underwood  Coal. 

Port  Glasgow— Fore  St. . 
„            Provident 

Renfrew  Equitable 

Thornliebank 

Retail  Socs.  Total  fcr  1917 

Productive  Societies — 
Paisley  Manufacturing  . . 
Scottish  Laundries  Asso- 
ciation (Barrhead) .... 

Produc.  Socs.  Total  for  1 917 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail    Societies    Total    for 
previous  year  0  916)  .... 

Prodtictive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 91 6)   

District   Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 

41171 

576421 

155189 

78884 

178700 

201772 

104457 

?i91168 

28881 

6943 

hie 

69957 
5060 

82823 
12203 

11038 
£635 

42515 
1239 

36715 
10915 

6596 

77777 
7072 

84849 

16190 
1271 

7021 

75017 
651438 

9  026 

13678 

43754 

47630 

6596 

17461 

48192 

250165 

92557 

222454 

249402 

111053 

476017 

46842 

38543 
6346 
44889 

573125 

65784 

638909  2 

158182 
92182 
45314 

68382 
12074 
80456 

180398 

32515 

212913 

218349 
50082 
268431 

95979 

6706 

102685 

35  580 
81878 
434908 

29601 
17460 
47261 

No.    10— Stirlino,    West 
Fife,      and     Claok- 
u  ANN  AN  District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 
tAherfoyle  

348 
5532 
1216 

140 
1915 

877 

269 

91980 
23889 
491 
37950 
10101 
2603 

875 
8871 
338 

isa 

877 

«58 

310 

84082 

4175 

14390 
1295 
348 

16i90 
6  0 

2708 
713 
122 

28532 

15864 

957 

17467 

2828 

140 
2618 
1591 
95 
7630 
370 
814 

Alloa 

8583  1  52628 
1895  1     7076 
82  1       191 
6044  j  117^tl 
672  •,     1259 
705       1738 

Alva  Bazaar    

Clackmannan 

h  Societies.       fBranch  of  S.C.W.S. 
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. 

.No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT.                       ^ 

Employees  on 
Dec.  81gt. 

Wagei. 

1 

1 

Sales 

urini;  the 

Year. 

In-  !  Aver- 

Net    '""'1  »?«. 

"°°'-  1  SUare  ,  dend 

Capital]  per  £. 

Jistri-   Pro- 
butive.  duotve. 

c 

Distri-    Pro- 
bative, ductive. 

Bonus ■  " 

on   E 

Wages,  t 

duca-  Charl- 

onal   table  Co-operative 

Piir   Pur     Union. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

poses,  j  poses.  |           1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.  d. 

2266 

901 

121929 

64744 

2811546 

342288  ' 

M334 

1008 

1059 

197  4  6 

4 

3 

151 

331 

4822 

377 

77 

1  4 

i       •• 

2 

2270 

904 

122080 

65075 

2816368 

342615 

24411 

1008 

1061 

197  4  6 

1 

127 

63 

7587 

5798 

204764 

22624 

2278 

1  9 

4 

261 

432 

17  10  6 

2 

11 

418 

11860 

1365 

137 

1  11 

14 

18 

1  15  6 

3 

16 

661 

14866 

1718 

130 

2  1 

1 

16 

12 

1  14  8 

4 

30 

2370 

45261 

4729 

430 

1  1( 

.. 

16 

4  16  10 

5 

316 

99 

14665 

7078 

334418 

38894 

2967 

1  11 

118 

330 

45  5  6 

6 

33 

8 

4096 

1631 

69547 

8,-96 

568 

2  ; 

75 

5  10  0 

7 

8 

242 

8693 

1114 

128 

2  1 

10 

0  16  3 

8 

10 

1 

705 

32 

22701 

2910 

95 

2  t 

29 

1  7  5 

9 

75 

15 

5026 

1772 

124097 

14304 

2130 

1  i 

128 

i84 

11  1  6 

10 

22 

6 

1418 

185 

87143 

4828 

562 

2  2 

i      ■■ 

20 

64 

2  19  4 

n 

8 

607 

218-4 

2e76 

352 

2  I 

16 

33 

26 

1  11  2 

ia 

10 

3 

575 

815 

16-74 

1698 

171 

2  ( 

J   •• 

8 

9 

1  2  11 

18 

8 

410 

13166 

1925 

53 

3  t 

f   •• 

19 

0  18  9 

14 

81 

18 

3952 

1646 

92218  1   8495 

947 

1  1 

i       ■• 

ioo 

121 

9  10  6 

16 

418 

m 

20951 

9537 

475389    49458 

7890 

1  t 

>i       .. 

983 

50  9  0 

16 

87 

4029 

38519  1    5312 

221 

2  i 

i67 

2  0  10 

17 

52 

6 

5228 

579 

106059 

11424 

911 

1  1 

209 

208 

8  12  5 

18 

92 

26 

3701 

2126 

133827 

18104 

1536 

2  : 

i     1451 

19 

56 

10  12  5 

19 

81 

12 

8746 

1438 

108551 

12897 

1649 

2  I 

38 

64 

10  0  0 

20 

79 

6 

5795 

479 

147027 

16912 

726 

2  ] 

114 

221 

10  14  4 

21 
22 

21 

1714 

38190 

4790 

702 

2  ] 

48 

3  0  10 

1530 

345 

87846 

32616 

2065019 

285373 

24583 

1467 

2090 

2075 

202  0  8 

87 

375 

9137 

26810 

285054 

19964 

3336 

0 

7   1080 

868 

25  0  0 

23 

164 

10324 

23549 

519 

258 

9 

8 

1  0  0 

87 

539 

9187 

37134 

308608 

20473 

3589 

1080 

9 

376 

26  0  0 

22i    0-  8 

1617 

884 

96988 

69750 

2373622 

255846 

28172 

2497 

2099 

2451 

1474 

359 

80230 

80364 

1757224 

288437 

23598 

549 

2085 

2382 

186  11  5 

82 

598 

7610 

34901 

286402 

1B662 

3248 

1128 

10 

413 

26  0  0 

1656 

952 

871-40 

65265 

1993626 

249099 

26841 

16:7 

2045 

2745 

211  11  5 

1 

9 

494 

10623 

1149 

26 

2 

0 

2 

179 

132 

12504 

9009 

297807 

41773 

40t'5 

2 

5J 

240 

276 

28  4  4 

3 

28 

23 

1860 

1596 

65745 

9526 

908 

2 

9 

108 

57 

6  5  5 

4 

3 

185 

4845 

416 

18 

1 

9i   .. 

1 

0  15  7 

6 

48 

41 

8312 

26r8 

117839 

19276 

1671 

3 

0 

9  12  8 

6 

7 

6 

598 

547 

25354 

4102 

442 

2  1 

0 

16 

43 

1  17  4 

7 

5 

4 

450 

838 

20116 

3112 

112 

3 

Oi   .. 

1  ■■ 

29 

1  C  6 
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NAME  OF  S0aiET7. 

Mo.  of 
Mem- 
bei8. 

UABIUTIE8. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Re- 
serve 
Fund. 

lvalue  of 
Vmlnp  n('    La"*!, 

Trade,   -/..^-a 
Stotk. 

Inrestments. 

OwlnR 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Qoxdil. 

House      „,A" 

^J^P;      li.vest- 
'        iiients. 

Stirlino,  West  Fiti,  and 
Clackmannan  Dis.— Cow. 
DeanstoQ  

i 

£ 

81          106 

514       11651 

212         3502 

834       13024 

5090       82648 

1495       16168 

1 

£ 

27 

86 

100 

1848 

2287 

92 

£ 

92 

663 

307 

15'% 

7185 

1602 

£ 

859 
2159 

940 
8247 
22940 
7460 

£ 
6 

£ 

£ 

192 

£ 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

2806  j      525 

379  !      293 

3341         .S80 

8711  1    91 « 

2540 

276 

Newtonshaw   

9515 

48686 

7921 

1889 
1475 
1416 

Stirling 

18321 

9800 

Tillicoultry 

5281 

950 

District  Total  fori  i>J  7 

18023     294113 

15033 

29260 

112446 

84233 

32281 

150731 

17932 

District  Totals  for  previous 
j/ear  (1916) 

17044  '  294060 

16511 

27122 

100761 

86897 

34139 

157338 

16050 

Wholesale  Society — 
Scottish  Wholesale  (Glas- 
gow) for  19i7 

263 

693240 

3664578 

961143 

1985853 

684799 

51088 

2813212 

578693 

Scottish    Wholesale    Society 
Totals  far   previous   year 
(1916) 

917 

522464 

4042188 

896963 

1909584 

659979 

40434 

2754159 

578677 

1.  Soc] 

eties  an 

1665  en 

iploy<^ 

membe 

rs. 

\ 


1917,  ScoTi'iSH  Section. 
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No.  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  Slgt. 


Distri-      Pro- 
bntire.  daotve. 


Salaries  and 
Wages. 


Distri-        Pro- 
butive.     dactive. 


Sales 

durioK  the  ' 

Tear. 


In-      ATer- 

terest      age 

on        Dlvi- 

Share {   dend 

Capital  I  per  £. 


SabBcriptiont. 


Wages. 


Educa 
tional 
!   Pur- 


Oharl- ; 

table  I  Co-operatlTe 
Pur    I      union. 

poses.  I 


1 

14 
5 
59 
152 
44 


493 


1545 


1440 


334 


6977 


6867 


91 

883 

263 

1411 

8584 

2481 


33116 


29921 


146154 


130062 


79 

362 

238  i 

1776  ' 

5241  ; 

2166  I 

24010  I 


3130 
20781 
10651 
48262 
217475 
70767 


22370 


913395 


797215 


509720 


4B3103 


17079842 


14502410 


312 
3384 
1614 
6985 
33956 
10032 


135667 
132966 


500915 


'552116 


6 

581 
123 
532 

3878 
754 


13136 
12427 


28618 


8.  d. 

1  11 

2  8J 
2  11 
2  84 
2  8i 
2  7i 


0    5i 


0    8 


10016 


10870 


324 
90 


791 


761 


£  s.   a. 


11 
99 
168 
68 


2    9  8 

10  4 

4    2  4 

26  11  1 

7  16  0 


90    1    8 


603  I     85    2    0 


5290     182    0    0 


l'}820  i  182    0    0 


II.  Including  buying  branches  and  service  departments,    iii.  Bonus  equivalent. 
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SUMMARY    OF     THE 


HAUE   OF   DISTRICT. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


LIABIUTIE8. 


inclad- 
ing  any 

Orer- 

draft 

from 

Bank.  I 


Re- 
aerTe 
Fund. 


ASSETS. 


?i?nH°       InTe«tmenU. 

Valneofi^J^d- 

Stock   iS""'"?'-  I        ~ 

in      'Mach.n-,  go„^        All 

Trade,  i*^/  »"''|    Prop-     ,'"°«I 


iMachin-i  ho,,„        All 

ery,  and,  p?!,„       other 

Klxcd  ertl'      '"»««• 
'  Stock.  I         •'■    I  mcnta. 


'"        I™    .„U     ion* 
Trade.  |e7,»"<'|    Prop 

'  Stock.  I    ""y- 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
O'ood*. 


No.  1 — Ayrshire 

„    2 — Border  Counties.. 

„    3 — Central  

„    4— East  of  Scotland. 

.,    5 — Falkirk  

,.    6 — Fife  and  Kinross.. 

.,    7— Glasgow  &  Suburbs 

,,  8-Perth,  Forfar  and 
Aberdeen  

,,    9 — Renfrewshire 

„  10 — Stirling,  West  of 

Fife  &  Clackmannan 

Wholesale  Society 


Totals,  1917. 
Totals,  1916. 


Increase 
Decrease 


351  42063 
12:  13P1G 
431  57838 
19104859 
20  27812 
31  46346 
34138899 

45|  73373 
23  48192 

1 

18  18028 
1       263 


276 


571583 


277527768 


438  5 


£ 

764188 
177143 
82(709 

1477703 
457969 
754979 

1633617 

536738 
651438 

294113 
593240 


8165832 
8012143 


153689 


£ 
102619 
34110 
451089 
121568 
67203 
24345 
1055238 

95357 
250165 

15033 
3664578 


5881305 
6332140 


£ 

54796 
20334 
104105 
354647 
378371 
71614 
30:390 

82538 
92557 

29260 
961143 


2114221 
1927611 


186710 


£ 
194781 

86087 
322877 
555713 
137011' 
251085 
7.58198 

.391460 
222454 

112446 

1985853 


5017404 

4548874 


468530 


194252 
72039 
225235 
480167 
114263 
270978 
647140 

273447- 
249402| 

842381 
684799 


£ 

82090 


77G05 
190535 


£  £ 

611510  38980 
107909  24153 
848550  89723 
IO79297I 121140 
32783!  342006'  33066 
28714  427630  34285 
185453, 1661360;131082 


111053 


32281 
51088 


151585  45849 
476017  46342 


150731 
2813212 


3295955  850827,8569807 
3441443; 


146488  480851  210581 


1793210 
57869311 


11S488S 


26862 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o., 


Distributive  Societies 
Productive  Societies  . . 
Wholesale  Society 


Total  for  Section 


276 


557268 

14062 

263 


571583 


£      I     £ 
720250211767131 


3700901  449596 
593240,3664578 


£ 

1009009 


148169 


2936724 
94827 


9611431985853 


8165882  5881305  ail«a2I 


5017404 


£ 

2311485 


299671 
684799 


3295955 


£      I     £ 
773400  5206793 

26a39   549802 

51088,2813212 

850827^9307 


£ 
531116 


51486 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &c.,  of 

given  for  purposes  of  comparison.    See  also  Introduction  to 


DistTibxtive  Societies  Total 

for  previous  year  (1916) 
Productive  Societies  Total 

for  preriouB  year  (1916) 
Special   Society  Total  for 

previous  year  (1916) . . . 
Wholesale  Society  Total  for 

oreviovs  year  (1916) 


Total     for     Section     for 
previous  year  (1916)  . . 


261514827 
14   13157 

1!        22 
1       262 


i 
277  527768 


£ 

7134290 

354969 

480 

522454 


8012143 


£ 
1836277 
451629 

2051 
4042183 


£ 
903805 
126743 


6332140 


£ 

2516550 

121714 

1046 

1909564 


1548874 


£ 

2454162 

327J16 

96 

659979 


^441448 


£ 

843432 

15046 

40434 


898912 


£ 

6536583 
489315 

1881 
2754169 

8780S88 


£ 
502998 
62718 

578677  • 


*  Now  ceased  trading. 


1917,  Scottish  Section. 
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SCOTTISH    SECTION. 


No.  of 

Eraploycea  on 

Dec.  Sl8t. 


Salaries  knd 
V>age». 


Salfs 

darint;  the 

Year. 


1248 
381 
2209 
3738 
789 
1391 
5856 


1617 


514 
1545 


21777 
20228 


581 
231 
1014 
1740 
403 
757 
2627 

875 

884 

334 
69;  7 


16423 
16582 


159 


& 
74592 
26352 
137K24 
235193 
49429 
81914 
408780 


!  & 

J  49990 

'  16925 
84539 

134431 
33860 
57306 

200272 


129580  67199 
96983  69750 


33116  24010 
146154  509720 


1422947  1248002 
1226643  1152438 


& 
2173072 
662412 
4138160 
5218522 
1569796 
2407746 
8650996 

2542156 
2373622 

913895 
17079842 


& 
267601 

99099 
510179 
962258 
226459 
388922 
851818 

290044 
255846 

135667 
500915 


Share 

Capilal. 


& 
30670 
7772 
34344 
53757 
18407 
30823 
73877 

24851 
28172 

13136 
28618 


Sabacriptloni. 


Am'nt 
Paid  ai 

Bonus     Edaca-  I  Chari- 

on       j   tiunal    |  table 

Wajjea.  |     Pur-     i  I'ur 

'   p'^H'-s     I  poses. 


47729719 
40246071 


4488808   314427 
4511086    328190 


190304     95564 


7483648 


16237 


22278 


&     •      £ 

26       1709 

104 

293       2638 

1419 

. .  402 

2881 

9851 


24364 


2497 


10016 


£ 
1607 

666 
4786 
3807 

957 
1560 
6732 


Co-operatiTc 
Union. 


£  s.  d. 
197  2  6 

61  17  4 
271  17  5 
473  2  4 
103  19  11 
218  4  10 
679  8  0 


901 
2099 


791 


856   201  1  6 
2451   228  0  8 


692    90  1  3 
52ii0   132  0  0 


37196  j  22295  29301  265U  15  9 
23280  I  36434  2494  17  1 


161  18  8 


2192 


985  i  7130 


of  various  classes  of  Societies  for  Year  1917. 


19495 

7449 

£ 
1208763 

£ 
592135 

737 

1997 

68030 

156147 

1545 

6977 
16423 

146154 

509720 
1248002 

21777 

1422917 

£ 
28702591 

19472-6 

17079842 

47729719 


£ 
3841996 


145897 
500915 


17581 
28618 


344427 


£  £ 

18637  '   20896 


8S43 
10016 


1399 


37196  22295  29304 


£ 

22188 


1826 
5290 


£  s.  d. 

2455  14  3 

C9  1  0 

132  0  0 

2656  15  9 


various  classes  of  Societies  for  previous  Year  (1916), 

statistics  for  Tables  showing  increase  of  naemberships,  Ac. 


£ 

£ 

18166 

7699 

1036277 

547419 

622 

aoi6 

59923 
S81 

141916 

1440 

6867 

130062 

463103 

202-28 

16582 

1226643 

1 If 2438 

£ 

24065214 

1677505 

942 

14502410 


40246071 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

3809658 

285497 

18912 

21675 

21907 

149064 

16761 

9606 

1605 

1707 

248 

552116 

25932 

10870 

23280 

1  820 
36434 

4511086 

328190 

393  j8 

£    a.  d. 

2295    0  5 

67  16  8 

132    0  0 

2494  17  1 
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Retubn  op  Trade,  &c.,  for 


SOUTHERN 

RETURN  OP  TRADE,  Ac,  of  Co-operative  Societies  in  the  Counties  of 

Isle  op  Wight,  London,  Kent,  Middlesex,  Oxford, 

arranged  in  their  respective 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  return,    h  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  ofBce  or  to 


NAME    OF   SOCIETY. 


No.  of 
Mem 

bera. 


No.  1 — NoETH  Metro- 
politan District — 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies- 
Anchor 

Brentwood 

Chesham 

Co-op.  Brotherhood  Trust 

t  Croxley 

Edmonton    

Enfleld  Highway 

Epping 

Euston   , 

<iothic  (Edmonton)    . 

tOrays   , 

Hendon    , 

London  Perseverance 
Railway  Clearing  House. 

"tSt.  Clements    

Stratford    

Watford 

West  London  '. 

Willesden  and  District  . . 
Willesden  June.  Railway 
Yiewsley  &  West  Drayton 

Rptail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Supply  Association — 
Civil  Service  Supply 

Productive  Societies — 
Chesham  Boot  and  Shoe 
Co-op.  Bass  Dressers. . . 
King's  Cross  Publishing. 
London  Bookbinders  . . 

London  Clothiers    

Woodworkers    Limited 
(Letch  worth) 


Prodiif .  Socs.  Total  for  1 9i: 
District  Total  fori  91 : 

Retail    Societies   Total    for 

previous  year  CI  91 6)  .... 
*  Supply    Associations    Total 

tor  revious  year  (1916)  . . 
^Special  Society  Total  for  pre 

vious  year  (1916) 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 

previous  year  {IQ16)   

XDislrict   Total  for  previous 

j/ear  (1916) 


1610 
1684 
1317 

122 

492 
32081 
10131 
1485 

869 

88 

7640 

2398 

344 
1240 

130 
44622 
7041 
13590 
5572 

450 
1590 


134502 


7559 


108 
65 


359 


142420 


LIABIUTJES. 


Share 
Capital. 


\  Loans, 
includ- 
ing an; 
Over- 
draft 
(rom 
Dank. 


£ 

4290 

11566 

14601 

431 

2932 

140504 

157887 

9375 

265 

101 

65616 

9318 

707 

1542 

161 

479996 

50096 

60023 

21832 

3778 

8254 


104327 


353920 


3105 
574 
150 
341 

1571 

8430 


14171 


1411366 


U9255 
7906 
124 
339 

127624 


964257 

366347 

975 

12717 

1 344296 


681 

4379 

853 

202 

375 

27010 

10431 

614 

119 

5917 

2760 

178 

2757 

8429 
11154 

8433 

15219 

156 

2429 


102096 


"57521 


1543 

lOOO 

180 

18129 


20852 


Re- 
serve 
Fund. 


Value  of 

'itOClC 

in 


Value  of 

Land, 
Didings 
Mach;n 


Trade.  "X-'"'^^ 
tixed 
Stock. 


495 

752 

524 

173 

365 

13182 

7647 

696 

465 

100 

7268 

816 

75 

1156 

20 

17229 

4244 

1506 

1254 

165 

844 


26904 


2737 

2544 

1500 

14 

485 


198700 


98095 

61285 

3263 

19439 

182082 


193160 


54030 

221036 

60 

7704 

282830 


£ 

2672 

4496 

5078 

304 

2256 

78268 

65422 

3454 

1460 

170 

31036 

6471 

534 

3605 

64 

130172 

23055 

23824 

21789 

1240 

5597 


413967 


328795 


4800 

512 

10 

131 

1996 

2427 


9876 


752638   687768 


366070 

347219 

57 

9503 

22819 


InTestments. 


House  I     .^" 

'''"P-      luveYt. 
erty.      ^u^esi- 

I  menci. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooods. 


423 

4130 

6160 

21 

999 

87318 

39498 

3693 

'24 

33989 

6860 

123 

1065 

43 

227219 

21426 

24027 

11769 

12 

5632 


474431 


201258 


1459 


55 
113 


10452 


12079 


464225 

236874 

3860 

14818 
1 0777 


379 
2133 
574 
219 
457 
6297 
2410 


592 


47407 


2114 
6581 


70066 


94638 


2042 

6941 

5480 

244 

904 

33852 

89529 

4820 

1813 

319 

18725 

1123 

455 

1691 

82 

174971 

27282 

30618 

3982 

3359 

2655 


382 

227 

33 

204 

946 

227 

368 

30 

114 

1550 

211 


410887 


14     13 

1747  I  14 

0     15 

..       16 

323     17 

404  I  18 

291     19 

2     20 

518     21 


7597 


123913 


2216 

3105 

2063 

254 

691 

6099 


14488 


549288 


36140 


1249 
1234 
1082 
108 

748 

8443 


12804 


56601 


81242   387300     11560 
24567   205291  1150181 
226 
6871     10762 


3362 


109171    599688    172.50?. 


22 


d  1915  Figures.        t  Nine  months'  trading. 
♦slncludes^Canteen  and  Mess  (London)  Society,  now  under  Government  control.      §  Motor  Cab 
Society,  since^eased   trading.      }  Includes  Canteen  and  Mess  (London)  and  Motor  Cab  Societies 


1917,  Southern  Section. 
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SECTION. 

Bedford,  Berks,  Bucks, 

Cambridge,  Dorset,  Essex,  Hants, 

Herts, 

Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Surrey,  Sussex,  and  Wilts,  for 

1917, 

Conference  Districts. 

from  the  Registrar's  Return  for  1916.    c  Tliese  societies  have  not  made  a  return 

oilhei-  to 

the  Registrar. 

No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT 

Employees  on 
Dec.  Slat. 

Wages. 

Sates 

during  tlie 

Year. 

Net 

In- 
terest 

Aver- 
age 

Bonus 

Subscriptions.                1 

— 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
iuetve. 

Distri-        Pro- 
bntive.  {  dactive. 

Profit. 

on 
Share 
[Capital 

Divi- 
dend 
per  £. 

on 
Wage-s. 

educa- 
tional 
Pnr 
poses. 

Chari- 
table   Co-operative 
Pur    1       Union. 

poses.  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  a. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

1 

21 

5 

1359 

711 

40466 

819 

177 

0   6 

35 

38 

7    6    0 

2 

33 

3 

2354 

358 

40011 

2879 

.'i29 

1   0 

60 

49 

7  18    0 

3 

26 

5 

1916 

386 

41494 

2646 

639 

1    Oi 

36 

25 

6    8    7 

4 

2 

164 

2234 

03 

3 

0    8 

4 

1 

0  13    8 

6 

9 

"2 

397 

141 

14515 

1158  '    104 

1     5 

2    6    8 

6 

558 

97 

41604 

12430 

512969 

30373     6056 

OlOi 

775 

260 

143  18    0 

7 

258 

25 

19692 

3300 

308816 

29228  1  7558 

1     3 

447 

191 

47  17    2 

8 

28 

5 

2044 

390 

34708 

2237  .    378 

1     0 

"42 

47 

37 

7  12    9 

» 

14 

. .     1        582 

22467 

1195 

27 

2    0 

2 

10 

1 

..     i          85 

2085 

140 

5 

0    7i 

11 

216 

35  '    12399 

2235 

200001 

10317 

1712 

1     5 

241 

372 

"86 

.36'i2"  1 

12 

88 

8 

2832 

659 

39052 

2352 

382 

0    9 

94 

38 

5 

11     0    4 

13 

5 

277 

5359 

263 

21 

0    9 

7 

4 

11 

1  15    5 

14 

23 

1099 

20032 

650 

154 

0    9 

2    2    0 

15 

1 

46 

551 

«6 

1     0 

16 

1179 

223 

84363 

29562 

1285801 

86988 

26502 

1     0 

602 

173 

219"r  7 

17 

122 

20 

8967 

2183 

179932 

16488 

2344 

1     4i 

10 

95 

34  15    9 

18 

165 

19  !    13750 

2497 

198752 

10333 

2467 

0    9i 

206 

168 

53  13    0 

19 

98 

10 

7962 

1252 

106239 

5144 

848 

0    8i 

162 

94 

38 

23  14    5 

20 

8 

737 

14525 

1129 

175 

1     4 

5 

2    5    8 

21 

22 
23 

38 

5 

2383 

492 

45702 

3693 

338 

1     2 

121 

'70 

9 

6  15    6 

2843 

462 

205012 

56596 

3115711 

214095 

50419 

607 

2800 

1193 

615  16    7 

1643 

158 

141779 

21051 

1662654 

57235 

119 

39    4    0 

58 

6442 

29257 

2681 

123 

0    5 

350 

24 

104 

0  10    5 

24 

17 

2150 

9523 

1146 

670 

84 

12 

0    7    0 

25 

6706 

em 

0    5    0 

26 

■4 

328 

588 

e9, 

0    8    3 

27 

■3 

16 

'611 

2055 

8399 

548 

■74 

0"9 

".56 

0  10    6 

28 

2 

196 

2708 

643 

3 

97 

611 

11171 

57181 

5018 

197 

1076 

108 

116 

2    12 

4489 

717 

347402 

88818 

4835546 

1276348 

50616 

1683 

2908 

1428 

657    1     9 

2705 

485 

177387 

52790 

2841790 

206539 

46586 

615 

2865 

1399 

558  1 8    0 

1454 

203     175434 

20771 

3359428 

91130 

621 

208 

44    1     6 

24 

505 

3841 

48 

6 

105  1        953 

13086 

55216 

2473 

173 

601 

74 

81 

2    0    9 

4189 

793 

354279 

86647 

6260275 

300142 

47428 

1216 

2939 

1688 

605    0    3 

«  Loss,    t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  £100. 


I      782 

Return  op  Trade,  &c.,  fob 

NAME   or    SOCIETT. 

No.  of 
Uem- 
bers. 

UABIL1T1E8. 

ASSETS. 

Sbwe 
Capital. 

Lrans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

R«- 
senre 
Fond. 

jValoe  of 

«^i~^   IMachm^ 

Trade     ''y-  »"'' 
Trade.      ^..^^^ 

Stock. 

Inrestmerts. 

Owlnc 

Hoase 
Prop- 
erty. 

AU 
other 
InTes^ 
meets. 

to  tile 
Soeietv 

(or 
Qoodi. 

No.  2 — South  Metro- 

POUTAN  District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 

16 
1987 
9320 
8829 
1662 
338 
3906 
1370 
4200 
2897 
2510 
30741 

£ 

95 
11660 
65537 
41071 
21192 
2983 
48004 
15421 
25144 
15660 
15965 
706959 

£ 

153 

976 

9172 

4043 

1573 

481 

1537 

1608 

35.50 

2597 

14065 

60182 

£ 

285 
1311 
3886 
2159 

120 

83 

7668 

1103 

766 
1303 

896 
84751 

£ 

250 

5989 
34237 
18311 
10044 

11.51 
13962 

5014 
12035 
10110 

8137 
214135 

£ 

3399 

34093 

22122 

7457 

500 

17547 

4925 

7216 

9013 

8719 

315105 

£ 

336 

13126 

3931 

1858 

621 

7016 

1192 

251 

816 

13611 

23972 

£ 

612 
6233 

10500 

12828 
4981 
1823 

25710 
9301 

11628 

2918 

2507 

384329 

£ 

53 

605 

3245 

589 

876 

137 

590 

310 

1094 

294 

.528 

2951 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

] 

3 
4 

(> 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
10 
17 
18 
19 

20 

Bromley  and  Grays    

Guildford 

Penge  and  Beckenham  . . 

Woking 

Woolwich  (Royal  Ara'n'l) 

1     Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society — 
Greenwich  Bread  &  Flour 

i              District  Total  for  1917 

1    Retail   Societies    Total   for 

37776 

969691 

99937 

104331 

333375 

430096 

66730 

473370 

11272 

64 

712 

49 

108 

86' 

600 

175 

154 

97840 

970403 

99986 

104529 

333461 

430696 

66905 

473524 

11272 

87263 

917845 

912 

918757 

108545 
108545 

99505 

130 

9{)635 

300942 

40 

300988 

364997 

905 

365902 

141212 
141212 

468590 
91 

458681 

11543 
11543 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1916) 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1 916)                 ... 

80 
87343 

No.  3 — Kent  district — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 
Ashford    

2661 
831 
4142 
3190 
1880 
3967 

30.522 

3189 

45531 

24767 

26336 

47925 

102963 

16216 

3332 

.3.339 

7888 

3751 

70020 

25415 

57515 

273&5 

57634 

3741 

5001 

6109 

3 

12421 

6797 

1.558 

9393 

23551 

41.50 

2 

15.57 

735 

.512 

4076 

7528 

35.54 

.536 

9237 

3122 

147 

1338 

439 

1667 

1786 

1393 

2340 

8233 

1058 

469 

228 

(io9 

352 

3216 

895 

3128 

3064 

5814 

167 

254 

13603 
1601 
25539 
15152 

10895 

962 

1 9{)08 

91  «a 

4643 

1415 
2875 
20 
7479 
4604 
290 
418 

268 

3375 
200 
5125 
4264 
9444 
956 

10702 

1455 

.16344 

7829 

19002 

21468 

75376 

2247 

1000 

625 

30.53 

762 

39t>43 

2819 

19364 

10753 

44389 

1036 

1399 

472 

219 

1148 

952 

486 

1283 

1816 

80 

194 

331 

42 

274 

3530 

672 

1063 

349 

860 

345 

382 

Canterbury    

Chatham  and  District. . . 
Dartford 

Faversham 

10()36  1    3ftSfi 

2332S 

45069 

13410 

1921 

3082 

5730 

2785 

22678 

13818 

28284 

8450 

14908 

1536 

2283 

14968 

25127 

8217 

938 

1844 

2027 

1757 

20746 

17464 

17410 

11137 

1 4020 

.3535 

2924 

Gillingham 

7416 

3311 

42.'5 

952 

723 

819 

5690 

3812 

4394 

3031 

4205 

755 

790 

Gravesend  (Borough  of)  . 
Greenstreet    

Maidstone    

Ramsgate 

River  and  District 

Rochester  and  District. . 
Sheerness 

„        Economical   . . 
Sittingboume    

Tonbridge    

Walmer  and  Mongeham  . 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

I>roductive  Society — 
Alfred  Joint  Stock  Bread 
and  Flour 

52994 

562470 

94988 

36500 

253813 

186848 

45376 

279266 

14498 

618 

3562 

2021 

250 

771 

5414 

871 

782 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail   Societies    Total   for 
previous  year  (1916)  .... 

{  Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1916) 

t  District  Total  for  previous 
j/ear  (1916) 

53612 

566032 

97009 

36750 

254584 

192262 

45376 

280137 

15280 

48545 

801 

49346 

528681 

6258 

5.34939 

94144 

6419 

100563 

37126 

200 

37325 

231903 

1636 

233539 

203269 
10811 

34329 
34329 

255440 

38 
2.55478 

10893 
1666 
21559 

{  Includes  Medway  Barge  Builders  and  Carriers'  Society,  now  sold. 


1917, 

Southern  Section. 

783 

No. 

0,           1 

PKOFIT. 

, 

Dec.  8l8t.       1 

Wages. 

i              1 

1 

Sales 

lurinR  the 

Year. 

1    In- 
Net         '"«'' 

Capital 

Aver- 
age 

I>ivi- 
Uend 
per£. 

1 

Snbsortptioiu.                1 

1 

DlBtri- 
bative. 

Pro 
Inctve. 

1 
DlBtrl-    1     Pro- 
bative, i  ductive.l 

on        Ednca!  Chart- 
Vages.  1  tiotiK!      table    Co-ojierativ* 
Pur     ,    I'ur            CJnion. 

»            1  poses.  1  puDca.  j                           | 

£ 

i. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.  d. 

1 

3 

143 

2597 

01 

5 

1     0 

0    2     1 

2 

50 

6 

3074 

613 

56835 

4055 

530 

1     0 

149 

80 

23 

9    1     4 

3 

209 

33 

14251 

3468 

217915 

12708 

2965 

0  10 

256 

69 

45    5    3 

4 

142 

16 

10355 

1991 

152268 

9113 

1731 

1    0 

187 

104 

39  11     1 

a 

37 

4 

2985 

444 

48439 

3009 

1007 

0  11 

20 

20 

7  18    9 

6 

•) 

2 

568 

231 

10954 

651 

136 

1     0 

15 

3 

1  15    2 

1 

105 

10 

7720 

1174 

127640 

11976 

2145 

I     7 

10 

16  14    7 

8 

24 

3 

1811 

294 

39290 

3382 

654 

1     4 

39 

33 

14 

6    2    0 

9 

()3 

7 

5224 

1174 

76921 

46S)4 

1076 

0    9i 

81 

43 

8  13    5 

10 

91 

11 

4561 

826 

()3608 

3326 

()79 

0    9 

157 

71 

31 

12  17  11 

1 

(i3 

7 

3583 

597 

64829 

4118 

691 

1     0 

64 

73 

34 

11     5    0 

12 
13 

1494 

290 

113168 

35429 

1775153 

124513 

27175 

OlOi 

4072 

2064 

398 

295  18    9 

2290 

389 

167443 

46241 

2636449 

181606 

38794 

4496 

2865 

749 

455    5    4 

1 

3 

82 

116 

2024 

172 

33 

2291 

392 

167525 

46357 

2038473 

181778 

38827 

4496 

2865 

749 

455    5    4 

2112 

455 

152081 

48879 

2321559 

178853 

35539 

5094 

3163 

906 

395  1 5    8 

235 

1173 

56 

41 

2112 

455 

152081 

49114 

2322732 

178iK)9 

35580 

5094 

3163 

906 

395  15    8 

1 

G7 

3 

4096 

218 

73395 

5626 

1399 

1     2^ 

196 

110 

95 

6  14    0 

2 

10 

3 

596 

278 

1 6329 

887 

99 

1     0 

20 

15 

4    11 

3 

114 

13 

7547 

1230 

122787 

7785 

2197 

0  lOi 

139 

34 

18  19    1 

4 

93 

12 

6767 

1278 

124582 

8466 

1109 

1     2 

179 

92 

14  15  11 

'    5 

57 

8 

3982 

742 

77738 

6431 

1025 

1     6 

82 

73 

9    9    4 

6 

104 

10 

7095 

1043 

1 24071 

9131 

2222 

1     7 

54 

19    0    2 

7 

246 

95 

14586 

7108 

289020 

26134 

4608 

1     6^ 

251 

191 

34  1  9    0 

8 

78 

6 

5064 

a53 

77644 

2213 

782 

0   n 

42 

30 

13    4    8 

•I 

8 

3 

626 

192 

14106 

406 

123 

0    4 

14 

') 

2    5    4 

10 

11 

3 

995 

290 

17941 

680 

137 

0    6 

18 

9 

5 

4  10     4 

11 

20 

9 

1333 

512 

27911 

2187 

306 

1     4 

•20 

19 

3  14    4 

12 

14 

2 

811 

128 

14828 

857 

165 

1     0 

17 

14 

4  19    3 

13 

152 

41 

9406 

3087 

ia5038 

1 6657 

3301 

1     7 

120 

72 

28    6    8 

14 

91 

5 

4812 

470 

841.52 

41.59 

11.54 

0    8 

76 

96 

18    3    1 

15 

124 

39 

7405 

2262 

133212 

1 3278 

2278 

1     7 

3()5 

94 

20  18    9 

ir. 

59 

22 

4624 

1983 

72980 

2621 

1177 

1     2 

55 

56 

60 

15  18    3 

i7 

124 

26 

7479 

2199 

176364 

18897 

2262 

1  11 

70 

262 

21     6    8 

18 

10 

4 

732 

355 

201 75 

505 

173 

0    6 

3 

3  17    1 

19 

14 

3 

812 

220 

18856 

1141 

210 

1     0 

1 

3  14    0 

1396 

307 

88768 

24448 

1671129 

128061 

24727 

648 

1179 

1210 

248  17    0 

20 

21 

9 

1408 

1455 

32420 

3205 

174 

1     6 

15 

1417 

316 

90176 

25903 

170354fl 

131266 

24901 

648 

1179 

1225 

248  17    0 

1308 

345 

81269 

24780 

148885S 

140156 

22155 

645 

1676 

1291 

236    9    6 

33 

18 

2301 

1831 

3467£ 

3182 

171 

.. 

5 

1     1     0 

1341 

363 

83570 

26611 

152353? 

!       143338 

22326 

( 

)45 

1676 

1296 

237  10    0 

784 

Bbtubn  of  Tbauu,  &o.,  fob 

NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 

No.  of 

Mem- 
lier«. 

LIABILITIES. 

assets. 

Share 
'  Cnpitsl. 

Loant,  1 
Incliid-  1 

Value  of 
Kf.ock 

in 
Trade. 

Valne  of 
Land, 

InreitmeDta. 

Owine 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Ooods. 

I 
2 
3 

4 

6 
7 
8 
9 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 

16 
16 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Over 
draft 
from 
Bank. 

Ke- 
Mfve 
Knn<1. 

Machiii' 

ery,  and 

Fixed 

Stock. 

Pr..i>.   1   Other 

^,7,?;     In»e«. 

^      •  ments. 

No.  4— Sussex  District— 
Retail  Distrlb.  Societies— 

701 

598 

.-,02 
1 328 
1950 
2737 
1840 
'2614 

£ 

4079 
57267 
3592 

1122 
8940 
23498 
22801 
23874 
17491 

£ 

354 

6920 

605 

142 
3027 
4.517 
7605 
10.558 
2022 

£ 

a57 

3405 
.3.31 

33 

800 
751 
916 
050 
1139 

£ 

2171 
20680 
1950 

656 
5992 

8(552 
10313 
5847 
0395 

£ 

1.540 
19698 
1184 

70 

7584 

7069 

11328 

14280 

.5411 

£ 

(i74 
10624 

9119 

4984 
1 1 763 
1852 

£ 

1833 

.23469 

2014 

789 
1223 
5.551 
.5915 
4:505 
9582 

58 

1368- 

10 

35 

979 
1274 
3b08 
1389 

392 

Crawley  and  Ifleld 

Hastings,    St.    Leonards 

Haywards  Hoath    

Tunbridge  Wella 

Histrict  Total  for  1917 
Totalx,  previous  year  (191f 

8882 

16:}330 

37010 

H882 

62602 

68704 

3!K)10 

.54681 

9.313 

)  17377 

149033 

33121 

7247 

556&5 

(>5557 

42665 

.38032 

8932 

No.  5 — Hants  District— 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Alder.9hot 

Andover 

!H70 

1787 

2812 

2345 

1  905 

(•)(i38 

4:i0 

10518 

047 

493 

693 
7<K)8 
1073 

17&>8 
127.56 
1.3078 
15367 
16083 

7645 
379<i7 

1969 
191686 

4233 

1425 

6591 
57620 
11992 

4205 

370 

1098 

I4a53 

7317 

1908 

ia582 

183 

1.5449 

234 

96 

1616 
8781 
3955 

4.55 
1722 
I486 
1 254 
000 
.514 
2914 

no 

9164 
116 
270 

340 

4041 

737 

10})80 
5823 
»449 

14278 

12131 
4070 

24134 
721 

90113 
4174 
1765 

3338 

27518 

8652 

11572 
35&5 
2308 

11243 

1 0239 
5409 

23023 
1117 

77432 
041 
194 

2279 

21602 

680O 

785 
005 

3023 
70<l 

1002 

12909 
343 

2009 

58ai 

930 

2353 
7398 
(i:574 
0055 
3257 
1<>34 
7796 
.501 
58026 
788 
525 

1.509 
23360 
2507 

98 

92 

027 

028 

543 

154 

1988 

51 

138 

223 

1900 

95 

Cowes 

Bastleigh    

Farnliam  and  District  . . 
Parkstone  &  Bournem'th 
Potersfleld    

Portsea  Island 

Ringwood 

Romsey    

Shanklin  Lake  and  Bran 
stone  Union 

Southampton 

Winchester 

Ketail  SocB.  Total  for  1917 

Special  Society — 
Farnham  and  Alton 
Farmers   

19032 

396270 

71053 

23807 

216146 

178194 

28270 

122083 
1415 

6537 
1981 

129 

487 

488 

1158 

355 

Productive  Society — 
Portsmouth  Printers   . . . 

District  Total  for  1917 

Retail    Soc-ietieft    Total    foi 
previous  year  (191  6) 

Special  Society  Total  for  pre- 
vious year  (1916) 

Productive  Society  Total  for 
previous  year  (lQl(i) 

District  Total  for  previous 
j/ear  (1916) 

103 

312 

867 

105 

784 

256 

122 

U)264 

397060 

72408 

24965 

216606 

178978 

28270 

123754 

8640 

44951 
125 
103 

45179 

367495 
474 
311 

368280 

05602 
708 
885 

67255 

21060 
908 

21068 

174845 

272 

71 

175188 

173959 

783 
174742 

.32:i62 
32362 

116260 

1000 

50 

117310 

9070 

37.50 

132 

12952 

No.  6 —  Wilts  and  Dorset 

District — 
Retail  Diatrib.  Societies— 

200 

996 

525 

575 

2104 

1124 

682 

2081 

329 

11410 

2343 

2973 

13446 

5276 

2641 

19283 

8 
2428 
1147 
202 
3961 
1157 
1614 
2234 

280 

659 

158 

1071 

1000 

436 

262 

1268 

408 
3465 
1839 
3873 
8761 
3573 
1840 
3720 

5 

2496 
739 
1174 
5884 
1626 
2563 
4354 

'62 
133 
104 

324 
3177 

444 

9082 
1248 
522 
5912 
2366 
416 
14761 

360 
128 
318 
975 
709 
603 
475 

Bradford-on-Avon    

Calne 

Childe  Okeford   

Devizes 

Mere  

Salisbury    

'.86 


Betdbn  of  Tbade,  &c.,  fob 


NAUK    OF  8O0IETT. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


LIABIIJTIK8. 


I  Loans. 
I  includ- 

Share    i"??;"^      "«• 

Ruiitai  I    O"*'-     serve 
capital.     ^|^,j      ^,.^^^ 

from   { 
I   Bank.  I 


Wilts  and  Dorset 

District — con.  \ 

Trowbridge    !  4782 

Warminster 1    785 

Weymouth 4250 

tWUton    290 


Kctail  Socs.  Total  for  191  <  18394 


Productive  Society — 
Sheraton  Co-op.  Milling. 


District  Total  for  1 91 7 


foi 


lieta  il    Societies    Total 

previous  j/^ar  (1916)   16395 

Productive  Society  Total  foi 

previous  year  {I9l(^) 

District  Total  for  previotis 

?/««)■  (1916) 


.No.  7 — Oxford  District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Aldermaston   

Banbury '  6021 

Carterton(Agric.andDi8t.)|    116 

Chipping  Norton 2531 

High  Wycombe i  1172 

Kingshlll    i  1849 

Maidenhead j  1058 

•Middleton  Stoney :     ,. 

New  Swindon  Industrial.!  5976 

Oxford    12013 

Reading  11819 

Slough    i  2712 

Sunningdale 356 

Windsor 1380 


Ketail  Socs.  Total  for  191? 

Productive  Societies — 
New  Swindon  Provident. 
Oxford  Builders    


47110 


3371 
48 


'roduc.  Socs.  Total  for  I  917   3419 
District  Total  for  1 91 7  50529 


Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (191 6)   ....  42903 

Productive  Societies  Total  foi 
previous  year  (IdlQ) 3396 

District  Total  for   previous 


year  (IQie) 


£ 

56524 
5605 

29401 
3257 


1.52488 


£  £ 

12460  I  3300 

1295  !    988 

1653     1214 

..         170 


IValaeof 
Ktock 


15890 

237!) 

19078 

743 


Valoe  of 

Land, 
Bldiags, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


£ 

17303 

1651 

12002 

772 


28159   10806  !  65569 


452 


91. 


152967  !  28611    1099:3  :  0.5660     51107 


137691 

4.34 

138125 


696 
84776 
836 
44771 
5635 
4314 
3638 

53521 

120869 

192961 

18367 

723 

8313 


.50569     16982 


House 
Pr.>p- 
erty. 


£ 

12446 


450 

286 


All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 


■32662 
4710 

Mm 

1977 


538 


24093 
816 


UICO     58141 
137         216 


24909   11237     58357 


539420 


.5126 
611 


5737 


408919 
5557 


.  46299     504476 


No.  8 — CAMBRIDGB  Dist. — 

Retail  Distrib,  Societies — ! 

Arlesey  027 

Bishop's  Stortford 1    389 

Burwell !    309 

Cambridge '. .    790:j 

Chatteris    546 

Ely    I  1253 

Garden  City  Co-operators     895 

Hitchin I    509 

Newmarket   i  i  ft-iO 


75 
6797 

2.548 

1251 

441 

2300 

11759 

12815 

6694 

4645 

409 

1073 


50807 


1974 
406 


81 
4825 
74 
1579 
102 
125 
65 

3692 
8436 
2966 
481 
171 
358 


22955 


574 
26571 
466 
11711 
2780 
1293 
1621 

36189 
48166 
36790 
13063 
1100 
4495 


50330 

531 

50861 


184819 


'M 

27186 

429 

11295 

3940 

4356 

4689 

16607 
29736 
52789 

7928 
88 

3719 


162852 


883 
126  \ 


687 
194 


5057 
161 


2380 


53187 


1009 


881       5218 


23964    18.5700  1 168070 


46309 
1879 
48188 


17989 

009 

18988 


14141 

11954 

4168 

340 


588 
37027 
37977 
1582 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 

for 
Oooda. 


297 

313 

1205 

120 


80103 


330 


80433 


67003 

278 


5509 


616 


6125 


7387 

785 


67281     8122 


93636 


424 


158914 

1095 

160009 


168792 

5022 

173814 


6433 

25 

1526 

1498 

1350 

9 

64566 

10660 

4889 

7756 

728 

3960 

1021 

21.59 

743 

21184 

1«0(! 

865 
150 
201 
6467 
323 
418 
63 
168 
837 


709  1173 

]2(i3  I  1064 

704  I  292 

26133  27407 

1526  !  557 

4818  !  3637 

1518  3150 

1751  765 

8275  i  8551 


94060 


97578 


98186 


1576 


081 
424;« 
223 
26775 
1060 
1776 
537 

23594 
39276 
83721 

2418 
263 

2072 


£24834 


46 
200 


246 


225080 


188169 

313 

188482 


5021 

639 

968 

38074 

3614 

1303 
575 
832 

8726 


330 
3504 
34 
1170 
a50 
261 
232 

273 
2638 
6890 

125 
410 


16217 


4752 
178 


21147 


19171 
4223 
23394 


22 
146 

21 
338 
203 
320 
335 
176 
842 


*  No  recent  figures  available.        f  Nine  months'  trading. 


1917, 

aouTHEBN  Section. 

787 

No. 

0. 

PnOFIT 

Employees  on 
Dec.  8l8t. 

Wages. 

Sales 

during  the 

Year. 

Net 

In- 
terest 
on 

Aver- 
age 
Divi- 

Bonus 
on 

Subscriptions.                1 

Distrl- 

Pro- 

DlBtri- 

Pro- 

Educa- 

Ohari- 

Share 

dend 

Wages. 

tional 

tulile    Co-nperatlTe     1 

1 

Capital 

pcr£. 

Pur 
poses. 

I'ur 
[xises. 

Union. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  a. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s    d. 

!) 

107 

19 

6692 

1577 

138038 

11960 

2182 

1     5 

85 

99 

23  18    0 

lU 

14 

4 

772 

247 

23938 

1612 

194 

1     3^ 

11 

3  19    6 

11 

02 

17 

4994 

2555 

108937 

0871 

1400 

1     0 

116 

30 

38 

19  10    0 

12 
13 

6 

1 

210 

60 

6743 

673 

114 

1     4i 

6 

19    0 

3&1 

71 

21908 

7146 

502070 

36076 

6326 

146 

306 

224 

82  18    8 

4 

172 

6023 

121 

6 

0    6 

8 

3 

0    5    0 

383 

75 

21908 

7318 

508090 

37007 

6332 

154 

306 

227 

83    3    8 

354 

73 

10068 

6703 

426147 

38157 

5400 

120 

290 

267 

78    6    3 

4 

155 

6500 

114 

22 

1 

0    5    0 

354 

77 

19068 

6858 

432737 

38271 

5512 

120 

290 

268 

78  11     3 

1 

3 

1 

246 

86 

7055 

291 

33 

1     1 

2 

114 

61 

7783 

4015 

192940 

16328 

3205 

1     H 

351 

86 

29    5    7 

3 

3 

154 

4208 

257 

37 

1     2 

5 

3 

0  10    0 

4 

69 

19 

4162 

1113 

08598 

10820 

1074 

1     7 

96 

212 

12  10    0 

1) 

10 

3 

1287 

259 

19006 

728 

248 

0    6i 

12 

7 

5  14    7 

(5 

13 

10 

1044 

1016 

25329 

2430 

201 

1  10* 

4 

7 

16 

3 

869 

272 

15133 

517 

l-M 

0    6 

23 

0 

1 

4    10 

8 

0  10    0 

il 

102 

25 

7307 

1895 

154578 

16097 

22ffi> 

1     7 

346 

339 

29 

26  14    0 

10 

221 

33 

12789 

2903 

261603 

29175 

5824 

I     8 

608 

139 

59    2    4 

11 

222 

86 

1 7682 

7002 

301465 

24846 

7540 

1     0* 

860 

472 

122 

56  11     6 

12 

59 

8 

3053 

759 

61011 

3060 

821 

0    9 

60 

50 

30 

12    2    0 

13 

6 

2 

470 

166 

7804 

451 

30 

1     0 

9 

1 

1     «    0 

14 
15 

24 

2 

1578 

246 

24865 

1228 

360 

0    7 

25 

23 

20 

6    5    0 

871 

253 

58433 

20422 

11 73595 

106228 

22691 

1314 

1080 

654 

214  12    9 

15 

12 

1433 

1209 

43733 

4674 

240 

2    1 

7 

16 

7 

565 

870 

11 

29 

3 

2 

0    6    0 

15 

19 

1433 

1804 

44612 

46a5 

269 

3 

9 

0    6    6 

886 

272 

59866 

22286 

1218207 

110913 

22960 

1314 

1983 

663 

214  19    3 

}r 

247 

51901 

19544 

1016050 

103279 

21269 

1390 

1784 

1568 

197    6    3 

>!    16 

21 

1112 

lf)38 

3:J523 

5153 

267 

3 

8 

0   6    i; 

880 

268 

53013 

21182 

1049582 

108432 

21536 

1390 

1787 

1576 

197  12    9 

1 

10 

3 

416 

253 

18606 

1695 

247 

1     6} 

3    5    0 

2 

8 

2 

480 

108 

6883 

357 

69 

0  10 

2 

1  18    8 

3 

5 

326 

7976 

802 

62 

2    8 

3 

1  11     3 

4 

173 

26 

10640 

2462 

178594 

16537 

2925 

1     4* 

166 

58 

38  13    0 

0 

9 

2 

585 

134 

14188 

1474 

206 

1     9}f 

2  14    y 

fi 

21 

5 

1373 

314 

.32279 

1818 

325 

1     1 

10 

8 

6    5    0 

7 

20 

4 

907 

250 

18920 

867 

178 

0    0 

34 

6 

3  16    0 

8 

6 

2 

466 

88 

10211 

584 

88 

1     0 

17 

8 

2 

2    9    6 

« 

66 

6 

3474 

572 

52949 

4071 

022 

1     3 

70 

19 

817    7 

788 


Betubn  of  Trade,  Ac,  fob 


NAUE   OF   80CIBTT. 


CAKBRIDQie  DIBTEIOT — COn. 

Potton    

St.  Neots  

Saffron  Walden 

Sawston  

Soham    


No.  of 
Mem- 
bet*. 


LIABILITIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


Retail  Soc8.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society — 
Garden  City  Press    


District  Total  for  1917 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 916) 

Productive  Society  Total  for 
previous  year  (19]  6)   

District  Total  /or  previous 
{/ear  (1916) 


No.  9 — Norfolk  Dist. — 
Retail  Diitrlb.  Societies — 

Beccles 

Brandon 

Bury  St.  Edmunds 

Cromer 

Diss 

Fakenham   

Great  Yarmouth     

King's  Lynn    

Lakenheath 

Lowestoft 

Melton  Constable   

Norwich 

Sheringham 

SwafTham 

Thetford 

Wymondham 

District  Total  for  1917 
Totals,  previoi'.s  year  (1916) 


No.  10 — Essex  &  Suffolk 

District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 
Braintree  &  West  Essex. 

Chelmsford  Star   

Clacton 

Coggeshall   

Colchester    

Dunmow    

Earls  Colne    

Halstead 

Harwich,  Dovercourt,  <fe 

Parkstone 

Haverhill   

Ipswich 

Lavenham   

Leiston 

Maiden  and  Heybridge. . 

Stowmarket 

Terling  


378 
407 
681 
1188 
189 


17184 


188 


17372 


15985 

175 

16160 


2122 
325 

1316 
630 
503 
.526 

2474 

3126 
171 

2449 

450 

10946 

622 

590 

1449 


26755 


1784 

4340 
819 
359 

9792 
244 
346 

1793 

1965 
1886 
13598 

173 
1192 
1422 
1981 

194 


£ 

4291 

1160 

2943 

10749 

806 


Lioana, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Banlc. 


Re- 
serve 
Fond. 


133772 


8852 


142624 


121057 

88.52 

129909 


164,52 
1425 
6079 
2158 
2908 
2586 

10642 

6798 

459 

18863 
2936 
134571 
4838 
2620 
7966 
5446 


226747 


212727 


18611 

52058 

6080 

1935 

112979 

1702 

4212 

1.5399 

21537 

12289 

171711 

504 

12223 

10138 

4613 

1453 


343 
1053 


£ 
472 
186 
192 
969 

40 


19233    11351     56357 


11086 


30319 


250 


11601 


18098   10328 
10360  I     .. 
28458    10328 


11619 

700 

50 

38 

'36 

2592 

6888 

153 

4007 

31 

11659 

26 

119 

838 

486 


276 
489 
660 
356 

1268 
843 
92 

1293 
72 

9942 
&53 
321 
712 
354 


£ 

710 
1694 

869 
5791 

596 


3091 


59448 


51841 

3196 

55037 


1054     13148 
1065 
4607 
1642 
916 
970 
4922 
5804 
5i)6 
13037 
1753 
36107 
1632 
1681 
7452 
3250 


Valne  of 

t-and, 
Olilings, 
Machin 
err,  and 
Fixed 
Stocli. 


House 
Prop- 
erty. 


£ 

534 

797 
1483 
2473 

430 


488 


All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 


£ 
3860 

290 
1259 
4874 

456 


52913  I    3164     70491 


65811 


53731 
10443 
64174 


39248  (18847  :  98582 


37421    18419     97055 


3618 
164 
311 
516 

6001 

53 

535 


918 

3300 

2021 

180 

7968 

83 

39 


3422  I  1690 

1 

1292  i  2377 

19564  '  2648 

20860  [13257 

440         78 

79  !    814 

1761  I    939 

4409     2434 

147 


7030 
23169 
1181 
938 
29739 
1098 
669 


13782 

10616 

64505 

363 

4104 

7891 

7177 

412 


7909 
848 

1865 

209 

31 

108 

7287 

5642 

281 

10683 

1031 

36464 

960 

489 

1883 

1584 


3256 


3256 


1628 


77164  .  11198 


6983     11768 


7087  isa 

14206  '  1844 

1501  I  .. 

812  I  143 

33794  i  27349 

35  I  .. 

1352  I  461 

4921  4004 


7849 
12830 


193 
2103 
4475 
4817 
13 


2061 
1091 
7402 

3052 
164 


436 


70927 


55170 

171 

55341 


1107 
1885 
1639 
2777 
2575 
5202 
5760 

352 
1906 

442 
85192 
3651 
1132 
3440 
1400 


126648 


112875 


8458 

20598 

6877 

795 

50349 

1034 

2616 

5730 

3465 
12761 
80807 
6S9 
5844 
1345 
2037 
2352 


Owing 
to  the 

Society 


8188     1628 


118 

120 

152 

90 


5797 


3994 
4908 
8902 


232 
410 

211 

31 

164 


230 

165 

13 


200 

753 
37 

195 
79 
60 
48 

310 

630 
533 

326 


1917, 

Southern  Section. 

789 

No 

of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT 

Employees  on 
Dec.' Slat. 

Wages. 

Sales 

daring  the 

Year. 

Net 

In-       Aver- 

terest  1    age 

Bonus 

Subscriptions.                 1 

Diitri- 

Pro 

DlBtri- 

Pro- 

Profit. 

on     •    Divi- 

on 

idnea 

Clisri- 

bnUTe. 

duotre. 

bDtive. 

ductive. 

i 

Share  j    dend 
Sapitalj  peri. 

Wages. 

tionai 
Pnr 
puses. 

table 
I'lir 
poses. 

Co-operative 
Union, 

£ 

& 

& 

& 

& 

s.  d. 

& 

& 

& 

( 
&   s.    d. 

10 

7 

358 

8607 

9a5 

162 

1  n 

18 

5 

1  15    4 

11 

!) 

"2 

588 

'85 

11208 

537 

49 

1  0 

2 

2    6    6 

12 

8 

2 

451 

234 

10968 

530 

128 

0  9 

■■5 

7 

3    4  10 

13 

24 

;') 

1264 

385 

29092 

1597 

381 

0  lOi 

18 

7 

6    2    6 

14 
15 

4 

186 

4749 

307 

38 

1     8 

370 

50 

21514 

4885 

405320 

32111 

5780 

17 

336 

119 

82  19  11 

71 

5501 

12091 

«213 

5 

1     0    0 

370 

130 

21514 

10386 

41 7411 

t32111 

5780 

17 

336 

124 

83  19  11 

3(il 

58 

19877 

4208 

347877 

29165 

4789 

22 

311 

119 

78  13  10 

120 

r 

178 

C332 

15116 

el  61 

220 

1     1     0 

301 

19877 

10540 

362993 

29165 

5009 

22 

311 

119 

79  14  10 

1 

52 

10 

2786 

535 

72202 

6346 

745 

1  7 

70 

41 

9  17    0 

9 

5 

3 

352 

104 

12889 

1783 

05 

2     6 

6 

1  16    5 

3 

23 

4 

1428 

229 

29155 

2423 

214 

1     6 

15 

7    3    3 

4 

12 

2 

811 

119 

16603 

1078 

91 

1     3 

'18 

'24 

4 

3    1     8 

3 

8 

3 

624 

102 

14610 

1313 

132 

1     6 

12 

2  10    0 

6 

11 

553 

13322 

1110 

114 

1     6 

"23 

5 

2  14    2 

7 

50 

"8 

2597 

754 

48951 

4153 

473 

1     3 

37 

8 

1     1     0 

8 

65 

11 

3.572 

740 

67600 

6395 

258 

1     8 

■75 

116 

23 

14  14  10 

9 

3 

148 

4600 

321 

21 

1     6 

1 

10 

82 

'19 

4451 

1060 

72756 

4654 

823 

1     2 

103 

115 

44 

11  "(V  8 

11 

10 

681 

9030 

533 

1:50 

0  10 

10 

7 

2 

2.1     8 

12 

313 

'38 

19833 

2962 

375709 

35906 

6106 

1     6 

1588 

402 

116 

54  12    4 

13 

9 

7 

637 

231 

15809 

1422 

216 

1     8 

30 

7 

3    2    4 

14 

11 

4 

580 

96 

14039 

761 

124 

1     0 

10 

2  19  10 

15 

38 

6 

1946 

311 

46577 

7767 

332 

189 

7    4    2 

10 

14 

2 

816 

131 

21044 

1674 

233 

l"5 

■56 

'35 

6 

3    2    6 

704 

117 

41715 

7374 

834896 

77639 

10077 

1850 

859 

489 

127    6 10 

71 C 

115 

36876 

7356 

746974 

76530 

9470 

1871 

816 

369 

120  13    0 

1 

42 

8 

2248 

447 

46137 

3426 

666 

1     2 

71 

0 

8    6    8 

2 

121 

20 

6963 

1619 

132248 

12288 

2438 

31 

21     8    0 

3 

11 

5 

716 

331 

20228 

2115 

278 

l"4 

'27 

8 

3  13    5 

4 

5 

4 

357 

170 

9342 

713 

85 

1     6 

1  18    6 

5 

346 

65 

13480 

4851 

244693 

19538 

4637 

1     3 

273 

297 

48    3    4 

6 

4 

239 

5707 

355 

78 

1     0 

8 

1 

15    7 

7 

3 

"2 

282 

124 

9304 

642 

173 

Oil 

'io 

6 

1 

1  13    2 

8 

41 

11 

2373 

551 

40687 

2235 

715 

0    9 

30 

68 

8  14    4 

9 

106 

18 

6396 

1119 

113030 

6258 

1001 

1    1 

132 

173 

130 

9  11     0 

10 

55 

33 

3098 

2331 

78485 

6646 

574 

1     7 

40 

24 

914    2 

il 

380 

79 

22717 

6055 

467768 

37337 

7789 

1     2i 

802 

622 

66  12    0 

12 

2 

117 

3920 

267 

24 

1     6 

13 

22 

1077 

30496 

3111 

436 

1     9 

'23 

6"5"  0 

14 

42 

"9 

2178 

745 

36005 

2719 

402 

1     3 

'61 

34 

6  16  11 

15 

45 

7 

2777 

452 

44816 

2488 

180 

0    9i 

■49 

85 

20 

8    6  11 

1(5 

2 

164 

4800 

499 

66 

1     4i 

e  Less,     t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  £213. 


790 


Return  op  Trade   Ac,  for 


NAlik   OCiSOOIKTY. 


Essex  &  Suffolk  pis.    Con 

Tiptree 

Wlckham  Market  . . . 

Witham    

Woodbridge 


Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Special  Society — 
Menea  Isl'nd  Fistierm'n's 

District  Total  for  1 91 7 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previou  s  year  (1916)  . 

Special  Society  Total  for 
previou  s  year  ( 1 91 6 )   . 

District  Total  for  previous 
j/ear  (1916) 


UABILITIES. 


ASSETS. 


804 
564 


509 


44664 


86 


44740 


41792 

86 

11878 


I  Bank,  l      |       {  Stock.  {    ''       menu. 


£ 

5926 

3724 

11786 

1317 


470797 


470965 


430809 

141 

430950 


£ 

143 

312 

1171 


65546 


57731 


57731 


£ 

169 

20 

1232 

309 


10623 


10697 


39960 

43 

40003 


£ 
2700 
1303 
4166 
1786 


189525 


189567 


175101 

42 

175143 


£ 
2527 
1379 
2362 

558 


£ 

330 

600 

3145 


172666  52967 


171898 

14 

171912 


56482 


56482 


£ 
1276 
1224 
6320 


Owlne 

to  the 
SocieiT 

(or 
Ooodt. 


£ 
160 
190 
116 


214799 


243 


215042 


174815 

176 

174991 


3640 


7384 

24 

7408 


No.  11 — Beds,  and  Bucks. 

District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies- 

Ayleabury    

Bedford    

Berkhampstead    

Bletchley    and    Fenny 

Stratford    

Grandborough     , 

Hemel  Hempstead 

(Boro'  of)  

Leighton  Buzzard  . . . . : 

Luton 

Newport  Pagnell 

OIney    

Radlett 

Ravenstone   

St.  Albans   

Silsoe    

Stony  Stratford    

Swanbourne 

Tring  . .    

Wolverton  


District  Total  for  191 7 
Totals,  previous  year  (.1916) 


1370 
2497 
1221 

1112 
42 

931 
934 

6732 
693 
344 
240 
63 

2000 
309 


1039 
2440 


22936 


20864 


12984 
11124 
15285 

11957 

27 

5739 

9812 

84970 

4564 

778 

2469 

226 

101.57 

1218 

1.5787 

171 

16018 

41982 


478  997 
2413  766 
6341     1426 


740 


804 

321 

18437 

1303 

233 


470 

1194 

103 

1155 

13107 


107 

242 
414 
4347 
200 

30 
859 

85 
534 
232 
276 

94 

450 

2161 


245268     46099   13849 


224759     44198    12403     71 


4758 
5387 
7148 

4850 
62 

3081 
1911 

17696 
3307 
1388 
1134 
144 
3880 
1173 
4318 
482 
2448 

19782 


5389 
6707 
6728 

4047 


2571 

2040 

15633 

2222 

161 

1600 

6 

4332 

44 

4063 

3041 
10197 


264 
1763 
6365 

1028 


2779 

20299 

136 


6726 
7994 


5046 
3460 
3191 

4122 
187 

2237 

4662 

61170 

878 

367 

907 

186 

4561 

699 

9327 

61 

6092 

23305 


327 
696 


188 
331 
70 
346 
133 
293 

365 
41 

235 
86 

282 
1187 


47343  [130348 


69770     62321    107170 


4670 


6730 


— 

1917, 

Southern  Section. 
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No.  of 

PROFIT. 

Employees  on 
Deo.  SUt. 

Wages. 

1 

I 

Sales 
darinR  the 

Bonus  ! 
on 

Sabwriptloiu.                1 

Net       i  'e;fe«' 
Profit.     '  „P" 

Aver- 

DIatri- 

Pro- 

Distri- 

Pro- 

Tew.      1 

Pivi- 

Educa- 

Chari- 

bative. 

duotve . 

bative. 

dactive. 

Capllsl  )ier  £. 

Wages. 

tional 
Pur- 

table   Co-operatira 
Pur           Cfnion. 

i 

poses. 

poses.  1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S.   d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    8.    d. 

IV 

16 

3 

886 

160 

18119 

1095 

265 

1     0 

6 

4    3    9 

18 

10 

4 

576 

250 

14118 

457 

175 

1     1 

11 

6 

2  12    5 

19 

22 

2 

1453 

237 

26184 

2652 

550 

1     6 

31 

53 

37 

4    9    0 

20 
21 

6 

2 

456 

208 

10292 

774 

51 

1     4 

1281 

272 

68553 

20550 

1 356379 

105615 

20583 

222 

1640 

1313 

213  14    2 

2 

94 

1708 

183 

0 

5 

1 

1283 

272 

68647 

20r>50 

1358087 

105798 

20589 

222 

1645 

1314 

213  14    2 

1179 

298 

02748 

20111 

1192547 

108417 

17231 

200 

1612 

1145 

200  15    4 

2 

73 

052 

114 

4 

3 

1 

1181 

298 

02821 

20111 

1193499 

108.531 

17235 

200 

1615 

1146 

200  15    4 

1 

22 

6 

1554 

533 

34774 

2886 

.553 

1     3 

52 

3 

6    3    6 

2 

50 

6 

3088 

681 

59402 

3600 

531 

1     0 

77 

12    7    5 

a 

37 

10 

1949 

701 

49591 

4095 

664 

1     3 

75 

26 

5  13    0 

4 

19 

10 

1414 

519 

35460 

2233 

541 

1     U 

45 

12 

5    9    9 

5 

1 

52 

1023 

90 

1 

1     0 

2 

6 

20 

2 

1307 

265 

23068 

1653 

242 

1     2 

34 

18 

3  16    4 

7 

13 

2 

693 

162 

19770 

2274 

422 

1     6 

5 

4    9    7 

8 

123 

14 

8102 

1489 

187614 

17193 

3753 

1     4 

220 

326 

77 

33    0    5 

9 

14 

2 

965 

167 

17265 

1255 

192 

1     2 

11 

4 

3    8    2 

10 

6 

2 

361 

182 

6913 

124 

19 

0    7J^ 

1 

3 

1  12    4 

11 

11 

2 

890 

104 

13813 

621 

118 

1     0 

12 

1 

75 

1793 

164 

9 

2    0 

0    7    1 

13 

37 

5 

2324 

586 

43954 

3106 

443 

1     2 

60 

2 

8  17    1 

14 

4 

2 

276 

91 

6216 

348 

56 

1     0 

i> 

2 

4 

1  11     6 

15 

19 

4 

1459 

335 

28568 

2378 

726 

1     3 

27 

29 

4    7    6 

16 

2 

148 

2944 

220 

8 

1     8 

0  10    0 

17 

25 

4 

1180 

181 

25698 

1609 

606 

0  10 

12 

5    6    0 

18 

68 

20 

4753 

1891 

106166 

11458 

1929 

1     9 

152 

10 

12    4    7 

472 

91 

30590 

7887 

664638 

55307 

10813 

227 

867 

200 

109    4    3 

419 

115 

26191 

8230 

558637 

52183 

9833 

187 

878 

184 

92    8  10 

792 


Rbtubn  of  Trade,  &c.,  fob 


SUMMARY    OF    THE 


NAHE   07   DISTRICT. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ben. 


LIABIUTIE8. 


Share 
Capital. 


Loani, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 


Re- 
serve 


ASSETS. 


InveitmenU. 


Value  of! 
Value  oC' ,,^"<*'  i 

Stock      liV'T?'-  I          All 

in        Machin-  „                All 

Trade.  ;"y.- '"d  Prop-    \    °^^'-'' 

tixed  .„„      InTCBt 

:   Stock:  ''    I  ments. 


Owing 
to  the 

Soeicty 


No.  1— North  Metro- 
politan      ' 

,,    2— South  Metro-         I 

POLITAN      

„    8— Kent 

,,    4 — Sussex I 

„    5 — Hants   I 

„    6 — Wilts,  and  Dorset 

„    7 — Oxford [ 

,,    8 — Cambridge     ' 

„    9 — Norfolk i 

,,  10 — Essex  and 

Suffolk  

„  11 — Beds,  and  Bucks..  . ' 


142420 

978401 
53612 
18882 
492641 
184431 
50529 
17372 
16   28883' 


44740 
22936 


£ 
1411366 

97040.') 
566032 
163330 
897060 
152967 
545157 
142624 
226747 

470965 
245268 


£  £ 

198700  193160 


Totals,  1917 185  544421   5291919 

Totals,  1916 189  495261   4956251 


99986 
97009 
37010 
72408 
28611 
53187 
30319 
39248 


104529 
36750 
8882 
24965 
IOV'93 
23964 
11601 
188471 


£  £ 

752688  687768 


383461 

254584 
62662 

216606 
65660 

185700' 
59448' 
985821 


65546  40697  189567 
46099  18849  82949 


768123  488237 
732471560383 


28018-57 
2105786 


430696 
192262 

68764 
178978 

51107 
168070 

65811 

77164 

172666 
67780 


2161066 
2147562 


£ 
94638 

66905 
45.S7fi 
39016 
28270' 
16982 
94060| 
31641 
11198 

52967 
47343 


£ 

549288 

473524 
280137 

54681 
123754 

80433 
225080 

70927 
126648 

215042 
130348 


499919  2329862 
595893  2175329 


5660l|  1 

11272'  2 
152H0  3 
9313  4 
8610  5 
6126!  6 
21147  7 
5797  8 
4316  9 

364010 
467011 


146801 
286476 


Increase  I  . .  i  49160|  335668 

Decrease '  4 


85662 


196071 


15453S 


72146 


95974 


139675 


Summapy  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o., 


Betail  Distrib.  Societies 
Productive  Societies  . . . . 

Supply  Association    

Special  Societies 


Total  for  Section  (1917). 


I 
I 

169531847 

I 
13     4800 

1'    7559 

i 
2       215 


186  644421 


£      '      £ 
4908528   654176 

83825!     37707 

853920^  75752 

646 


5291919 


768123 


£ 
350927 

9174 

126904 

1232 


488237 


£ 
1957764 

14901 

828795 

397 


2801857 


£      I  £ 
19222451  474748 


87531 

201268 

32 


699 
24573 


2161066  499919 


£ 

2187510 

16781 

123913 

1658 


2329362 


£ 

86448 

22228 

36140 

1985 

146801 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o.,  of 

given  for  purposes  of  comparison.    See  also  Introductim  to 


£  1   £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£     £ 

Betail  Distrib.  Soes.  Totals 

Jor  previous  year  (1916)  . . 

170482085  4553278 

627857 

829166 

1742433 

1863501 

567356 

1960824 [110045 

Productive  Societies  Totals 

\ 

for  previous  year  (1916  . . 

14  4936   35041 

89798 

9170 

15763 

43813 

8970 

7812 

22476 

^Supily   Associations   Totals 

for  previous  year  (1916) 

2  7906 

366847 

61286 

221086 

347219 

236874 

24567 

205291 

16  >181 

ISpeeial  Societies  Totals  for 

previous  year  (1916)    .... 

3   385 

1590 

4031 

1011 

871 

8874 

1402 

8774 

Total  for  Section    or  pre- 

vious year  (1916) 

189495261 

4956251 

732471  560388 

2105786 

2147562 

595898 

2175829  286476 

1 

1917,  Southern  Section. 


793 


SOUTHERN    SECTION. 


No.  of 

Employees  on 

Deo.  SlBt. 


Salariei  and 
Wage*. 


biitlve.  idiictive. 


Salea 

daring  the 

Year. 


Share 
Capital 


Am'nt 
Paid  aa 
Uoiuia 

ou 
Wageg. 


Subscriptions. 


Educa- 
tional 
Pur 
poses. 

Chari 
table 
Pur- 
poses. 

Co-operative 
Union. 

4489 

2291 
1417 
451 
1145 
383 
886 
370 
704 

1283 
472 


18891 
13096 


796 


717 

392 

316 

62 

225 
75 
272 
130 
117 

272 
91 


2986 


317 


£ 
347402 

167528 
90176 
28294 
72143 
21908 
59866 
21514 
41715 

68647 
30590 


46357 
25903 

5876 
22721 

7318 
22286 
10386 

7374 

20550 
7887 


949780 
897937 


265476 
264756 


51843 


720 


£ 
4835546 

2638473 
1703549 

489656 
1275070 

50-999 
1218207 

417411 

834896 

1358087 


15944532 
15957908 


13376 


£ 
276348 

181778 
131266 
80748 
96038 
37097 
110913 
32111 
77639 

105798 
55307 


1135043 
1146263 


£ 

50616 

88827 
24901 

7000 
17770 

6332 
22960 

5780 
10077 

20589 
10813 


215665 
196698 


18967 


4496 
648 
893 

2319 
154 

1314 
17 

1850 

222 
227 


13823 
13651 


172 


£ 
2908 


1179 
492 

1790 
306 

1983 
336 
859 

1645 


15280 
15663 


£ 
1428 

749 
1225 
236 
509 
227 
663 
124 
489 

1314 
200 


£     a.    a. 
657  1  9 


455  5  4 
248  17  0 

90  5  6 
227  1   I 

83  3  8 
214  19  3 

83  19  11 
127  6  10 

213  14  2 
109  4  8 


7164  2510  18  9 
8433  '  2282  6  4 


1269 


228  12  5 


of  various  classes  of  Societies  for  Year  1917. 


12203 

2304 

£ 
804142 

£ 

223887 

42 

207 

3687 

20538 

1648 

168 

141779 

21051 

3 

172 

13891 

2669 

949780 

265476 

£ 
14102269 


156273 
1662654 


15944632 


£ 
1063872 

13397 

57235 

639 


£ 
214956 


679 


£ 
12489 


1084 


250 


15114  ;  6896 

111  i  148 

. .  119 

5  1 


1136043  215666  13823  15230   7164  2610  18  9 


£    s.  d. 
2468  2  1 


3  12  8 
39  4  0 


various  classes  of  Societies  for  previous  Year  (1916), 

statistics  for  Tables  showing  increases  of  membership,  &c. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£  s.  d. 

11560 

2609 

717483 

220332 

12425006 

1043469 

195107 

18060 

15683 

8129 

2233  10  7 

55 

274 

4366 

23653 

147094 

11100 

894 

601 

77 

96 

4  14  S 

1454 

203 

175434 

20771 

3359428 

91130 

621 

208 

44  1  6 

27 
13096 

654 

26381 

674 

76 

8 

1 

2986 

897937 

264756 

15957908 

1146263 

196698 

18661 

16663 

8483 

2282  6  4 

t  Includes  Canteen  and  Mess  Society  (liondon). 


Includes  Motor  Cab  Society  (riondon). 
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Retubn  of 

Trade,  Ac, 

FOR 

SOUTH-WESTERN 

RETURN    OP    TRADE,  &c.,  of  Co-operative  Societies  in 

arranged  in  their 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  return,    b  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  office  or  to 

NAME    OF   SOCIETY. 

No.  of 
Hem- 
bei-s. 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Share 
Capital. 

Loaas. 
includ- 
ing any      Re- 

Over-      serve 

draft      Fund. 

from 

Bank. 

Value  of 
Stocli 

in 
Trade. 

Value  of 

Land, 
Hidings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

InTestmenta. 

Owing 
to  the 
Society 

ior 
Oooda. 

House 
Prop- 
erty. 

All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 

No.  1— COBNWALL— 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies- 

618 

1631 
792 
102 
425 

1811 
343 
255 
167 

1924 
183 

1342 
432 
846 

1272 
231 
332 
469 

£ 

1932 

5500 

3963 

782 

372 

11696 

1512 

921 

1270 

5388 

328 

3499 

2350 

3402 

8170 

228 

699 

2178 

£ 

267 
1275 

"7 
050 
244 
555 
50 
746 

■9 
150 
493 
389 
100 
829 
495 

£ 

164 

578 
519 
347 
183 
034 

86 
305 

13 
427 

18 
202 
235 
603 
2064 

183 

£ 

975 

3890 

2006 

420 

598 

4820 

1003 

736 

.     556 

4479 

318 

2263 

1350 

2090 

2594 

205 

969 

1483 

£ 

1071 

3630 

740 

187 

34 

4221 

956 

107 

642 

354 

66 

804 

713 

1997 

2757 

497 
1216 

I 
£ 

266 

828 
308 

359 
841 

£ 

436 

890 

2987 

641 

199 

5180 

228 

750 

157 

2800 

361 

620 

1169 

1963 

6816 

242 

847 

447 

£ 

182 
64 

104 
179 

35 
107 

90 

50 
419 

37 
405 

117 
66 

'80 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

U 

12 

13 

14 

15 

10 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

£2 

23 

24 

East  Cornwall 

Liskeard,  St.  Cleer  &  Dist 

Menheniot 

Roche 

St.  Austell 

St.  Blazey 

St.  Columb  Road    

Saltash    

Tokenbury  Comer  Coal  . . 
Truro  

Wadebridge 

District  Total  for  191 7 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 

13175 

54190 

6549 

6561 

30754 

19991 

2602 

26754 

1926 

10840 

46472 

9546 

5782 

29543 

18428 

2718 

20295 

2216 

No.  2— Devon— 
Retail  Distrik.  Societies— 

260 

111 

546 

737 

1288 

1040 

271 

137 

243 

198 

559 

5487 

1190 

344 

232 

217 

400 

2206 

138 

611 

2493 

55760 

1002 

547 

104 

968 

4677 

12600 

17221 

1029 

322 

781 

2157 

1882 

32600 

6999 

1556 

482 

690 

2002 

18381 

341 

2194 

18043 

585882 

3923 

250 
12 
753 
165 
868 

1705 
300 
100 
327 
299 
596 

3604 

34 

471 

362 

6 

3204 

215 

47 

2855 

79176 

2288 

207 

■70 

592 

1173 

1661 

93 

444 

26 

257 

819 

349 

89 

99 

309 

243 

1799 

53 

224 

2201 

119067 

310 

830 

229 

674 

2383 

7367 

5804 

541 

312 

1062 

1128 

1137 

13574 

2341 

641 

302 

482 

2180 

9853 

273 

1684 

15641 

295102 

3764 

451 
10 

715 

513 

6034 

6450 

499 

390 

675 

474 

1103 

20486 

1538 

1376 

490 

278 

335 

5427 

70 

337 

7948 

382280 

3241 

380 
2633 

281 

247 

2176 

1587 

luiii 

768 

223 

163 

539 

2048 

4166 

7652 

491 

186 

399 

766 

668 

4361 

3772 

340 

251 

689 

481 
9176 

489 

781 

4535 

53536 

619 

116 
30 

163 
122 
466 

'81 
19 
SO 

421 

16 

■96 
614 

193 
360 
327 
212 

Bideford 

Buckfastleigh  

Budleigh  Salterton 

Dartmouth    

Exeter 

Exmouth   

Honiton 

Moreton  Hampstead 

Paignton     

Plymouth  Mutual 

Plympton 

1917,  South-western  Section. 

795 

SECTION. 

. 

the  Counties  of  Cornwall,    Devon,  and   Somerset,   for   1917, 

respective   Counties. 

from  the  Registrar's  Return  for  1916.    c  These  societies  have  not  made  a  return  either  to                  | 

the  Registrar. 

1 

No.  of 

Salaries  and 

PROFIT. 

I 

EiiiplojecB  on 
L>cc.  31st. 

Wages. 

1 

] 

1                                                1 

Sales 

iuring  the 

Year. 

Net 
Profit. 

|c 

Bonus    - 

on        I 

Wages,    t 

Subscriptions. 

Kistri-      Pro- 
uuuve.  dnctve. 

Distri-         Pro- 
imtive.     ducuve. 

In- 
terest 

on 
Share 
apital 

Aver- 
age 
Divi- 
dend 
per  i. 

:duca    Chari- 

lona       table    Go-operative 

Fur        fur-          Un.on. 

1 

L 

£ 

\ 

poaea      ,)oses. 

£ 

£ 



£ 

£ 

8.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

1 

7 

2 

345 

154 

9058 

457 

85 

1    0 

5 

2  10    0 

2 

32 

2 

1216 

108 

37633 

2428 

209 

1    3 

"6 

"5 

4 

5    4    2 

3 

10 

660 

24934 

1976 

190 

2    6 

12 

27 

3  16    0 

4 

1 

81 

3424 

211 

33 

1  10 

5 

6 

"3 

245 

163 

8841 

319 

18 

1     0 

0"7    0 

6 

31 

4 

1664 

257 

39855 

2964 

551 

1     5 

"ifl 

"23 

8  11     6 

7 

6 

276 

8671 

-445 

41 

1    2J 

3 

4 

14    4 

8 

4 

216 

5527 

366 

39 

1     6 

2 

10 

16    0 

9 

2 

147 

3755 

185 

63 

Oil 

0  14    9 

10 

33 

■5 

1356 

370 

40041 

2298 

213 

Oil 

"25 

'14 

6    0    0 

U 

3 

132 

3396 

158 

17 

1     3 

0  16    0 

12 

17 

918 

24720 

1024 

155 

"1 

'12 

7    16 

13 

9 

384 

10115 

854 

107 

l"'5i 

10 

3 

1  19    6 

14 

11 

765 

21029 

1362 

150 

1     8 

10 

21 

419    6 

15 

24 

"s 

1373 

412 

33626 

3938 

302 

2    3 

■75 

68 

11 

6    5    0 

16 

2 

111 

1121 

46 

7 

t\     8 

17 

3 

170 

12987 

193 

17 

1     0 

"1 

112'  3 

18 

7 

385 

7947 

549 

97 

1     6 

8 

2    7  11 

208 

19 

10444 

1464 

296680 

19773 

2294 

81 

146 

143 

54  15    5 

180 

17 

8489 

974 

227888 

16740 

1910 

76 

133 

140 

46    7    3 

1 

4 

294 

6163 

103 

12 

1    0 

2 

1 

81 

2265 

34 

1 

1     0 

0"9"  5 

3 

1 

■■3 

338 

186 

10663 

743 

34 

1     6 

■■5 

2    7  11 

4 

21 

3 

1158 

269 

21807 

253 

57 

1     6 

3  15    1 

5 

36 

8 

1413 

376 

39284 

3394 

557 

1     6 

"26 

6    2    6 

6 

20 

18 

1470 

737 

44049 

3630 

781 

1  n 

'63 

22 

4  18    5 

7 

4 

161 

3678 

244 

40 

1    0 

■4 

0  19    5 

8 

2 

180 

3259 

157 

5 

0    6 

0  11  10 

9 

6 

"2 

264 

170 

7399 

550 

37 

1     6 

■'9 

■3 

14    1 

10 

3 

2 

118 

82 

4178 

320 

97 

1    2i 

"1 

2 

0  18  10 

11 

0 

2 

342 

175 

&599 

497 

74 

1    0 

7 

4    8    1 

12 

82 

18 

4899 

1383 

76774 

5607 

1410 

1     0 

'79 

109 

"56 

22    9    2 

13 

7 

4 

467 

302 

15458 

1064 

332 

1    0 

17 

20 

5    2    0 

14 

3 

2 

18:} 

66 

4747 

254 

66 

0    8 

■3 

1  10    0 

15 

3 

152 

2814 

151 

19 

0    9 

2 

2    4    2 

16 

3 

'"3 

101 

'62 

4967 

426 

29 

1     6 

■5 

'13 

4 

0  16  10 

17 

0  16    8 

18 

'ii 

"2 

'482 

151 

1176!) 

■579 

'sh 

l"3 

■■3 

19 

49 

9 

2656 

622 

57920 

5200 

864 

1     6 

15 

■53 

10'  i*  2 

20 

1 

56 

2845 

201 

15 

1     4 

"4 

2 

1 

013    2 

21 

8 

"1 

579 

114 

13441 

847 

87     1     6 

34 

5 

2    9    9 

22 

61 

7 

3570 

554 

7091  f 

5413 

797     1     7i 

70 

42 

11    1     8 

23 

608 

558 

94376 

43185 

14241  Of 

138578 

28774     1     6 

4730 

3026 

1137 

272    1  10 

24 

28 

1424 

27303 

829  j      42  1  1    1 

1       •• 

5    1     0 

Per  ton. 


796 


BetUBN  of  TbADE,  dec,  FOB 


NAME    OF    SOCIETY. 


Devon — Con. 

8'dmouth  

South  Molton 

Tavistock 

Teignmouth  . . 

Tiverton 

Torquay 

Torrington 


Retail  Socs.  Total  for  lOn 

Productive  Society : — 
Plymouth  Printers 


District  Total  fori  91 

Retail  SoniHies  Total  for 
pretio'is  year  ( I  91 6)   . 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
vrevious  pear  {{  916)  . 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 


No.  3. — Somerset — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies— 
♦Bath 

Bridgwater    

Bristol 

Bruton    

Butleigh 

Chard 

Chewton  M°ndip    

Coleford  (Highbury) 

dCrewkerne 

East  Harptree 

Frome 

Minehead  

Oakhill    

Portishead 

Radstock    

Sheptoa  MaHet    

Stoke-under-Ham  

Street  Industrial 

Taunton 

Templecombe 

Twerton-oh-Avon   

Wellington    

Wells 

Weston-super-Mare  

Yeovil 

Retail  Socs.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Society : — 
Bristol  Printers 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


600 
625 
762 

1074 
982 

4059 
434 


^006 


213 

34219 


('4849 

214 

/50j3 


District  Total  for  191 
for 


Retail   Societies    Total 
previous  year  (1916) 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1916) 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 


1545 
2734 

d81& 
690 
235 

2478 
137 
845 
735 
148 

1.578 
383 
209 
810 

6864 
869 
368 
891 

2718 
303 

.1186 

1580 
312 

1082 

2858 


57356 


')7424 


50809 


50875 


IJW3ILITIE8. 


Loans 

includ- 

Share    I '"„«»"' 

1     from 
j    Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fund. 


Valae  of 

Land. 
Bid.nga, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


House 
I'rop- 
erty. 


All 

other 

Invest- 

i  menig. 


Owing 
to  Che 
Soclet'. 


£ 
4567 
2643 
3166 
6387 
6470 
48775 
1135 


788514 


1666 


790180 


311814 

1361 

813175 


6799 

17563 

191302 

2717 

1943 

33947 

385 

7446 

6096 

855 

12275 

890 

1565 

4693 

65429 
5033 
1447 
5337 

.30959 
1504 

32779 

26823 

792 

7104 

16686 


482369 


48:i015 


419669 

601 

420270 


£ 

417 
320 
277 
838 
1843 
7536 


108868 


1047 


109916 


94140 
1001 
95141 


3001 

6038 

27174 

1318 

62 

31 

338 

1343 

140 

85 

3270 

19 

25 

1644 

20660 

926 

794 

2664 

539 

145 

8863 

729 

4 

1784 

4546 


£ 
431 
215 
345 
456 

3i32 
201 


134951 


134730 

112 
134842 


86 

1556 

18964 

294 

120 

2097 
93 
386 
300 
319 
572 
112 
261 
365 

3038 
749 
170 
476 

1455 
222 

2479 
556 

425 
1624 


86142   36719 


329 


86471 


75867 

260 

76127 


36881 


31416 

123 

fl539 


£ 
1778 
1010 
2233 
3253 
3706 
16541 
1178 


397012 


911 


397923 


376107 

484 

376591 


2875 
9238 

76905 
2931 
1308 

12377 
799 
3748 
3262 
1396 
6347 
529 
1048 
3654 

37400 

3948 

999 

2274 

10886 
868 

22310 

9028 

263 

2659 

8675 


225727 


549 


226276 


172571 

212 

172783 


£ 

1868 

282 

1371 

2510 

4029 

21508 

29 


171626 


2089 


173715 


455208 

2681 

157889 


5853 

6105 

81536 

1428 

165 

6160 

72 

2653 

2537 

8 

5540 

292 
2483 

23522 
2746 
1165 
1522 
6484 
660 

16006 
3196 

2338 
6376 


178817 


475 


179322 


171830 

464 

172294 


£ 

104 
58il 


128098 


128098 


130731 


130731 


193 


777 

10391 

231 

249 
13618 

4757 
4233 

1956 
1856 


52202 


52202 


61063 


61068 


£ 
1752 
2151 

954 

2970 

1221 

19084 

471 


124724 


60 


124784 


104981 

35 

195026 


1875 

7165 

104614 

660 

829 

12698 

144 

3832 
762 
185 

6271 

655 

450 

809 

23781 

1127 
423 

3104 

7348 
594 

6058 

12940 

871 

3151 

9685 


51 

118 

607 

8 


4108 


819 


4927 


5180 
629 
5809 


209531 


150 


209681 


170427 

181 

170608 


516 

1603 

9974 

340 

128 

928 

12 

142 

457 

38 

232 

25 

73 

254 

1059 
156 
701 

'37 

1034 

646 

208 
414 


18976 


264 


19240 


18484 


18687 


No  recent  figures  available.        d  1915  figures, 


1917,  SOUT] 

a-WBSi 

BRN  i 
and 

iBCTION. 

797 

1 

No.  o( 
KiiipiuN  ecs  on 

Salarie 
Wag 

1 

PROFIT 

Dec"  Slst. 

3S. 

1 

'.           1 

Sales       j 

during  tlie  | 

Year.      i 

i 
i 

1 
In-    1  Aver- 
^.f       1  terest  1    age 

^"'"'-     1  Share-  ;    dend 
Capital!  per  i. 

1             1 

Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions. 

Distrl       Pro- 
butiYe.  ductve. 

1 

i 

Distri-    1 
butive.  1 

Pro- 
duclive. 

1 

Muea-1  Cliari- 

tionai      table    Co-operative 
Pur        Pur-          Union, 
poses,    posed. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£   8.  d. 

25 

7 

2 

536 

172 

11464 

155 

49 

1    6J 

3    2    6 

26 

8 

4 

324 

186 

8883 

843 

108 

1    6 

■■4 

'12 

"7 

3    0    4 

27 

12 

3 

520 

204 

15052 

1246 

134 

1    9 

2 

2  16    6 

28 

19 

2 

1127 

205 

21637 

1162 

286 

Oil 

*22 

"5 

5 

4  10    9 

29 

14 

3 

592 

175 

12701 

402 

156 

413    9 

30 

89 

36 

5824 

3474 

108614 

8230 

2233 

l"'l 

125 

■50 

18    3    1 

31 
32 

10 

2 

411 

105 

9691 

1020 

49 

2    0 

25 

2 

1  16    3 

2137 

695 

124097 

52955 

2052448 

182132 

37236 

4874 

3530 

1427 

398    8    2 

21 

1709 

5242 

113 

64^ 

0    Oi 

11 

3 

2 

1    1    9 

2137 

716 

124097 

54664 

2057690 

182246 

37300 

4885 

3533 

1429 

399    9  11 

2195 

587 

91632 

33774 

1508079 

181004 

31587 

1560 

2553 

965 

419  12    1 

15 

1394 

4532 

138 

63 

33 

6 

5 

15    0 

2195 

602 

91632 

35168 

1512611 

181142 

31650 

1593 

2559 

970 

420  17    1 

1 

14 

3 

1294 

307 

21925 

887 

309 

0    8 

8 

7  17    6 

2 

51 

10 

3077 

672 

68942 

5875 

779 

1    4i 

■72 

■31 

12  14    0 

3 

550 

56 

39617 

6753 

547935 

53271 

8079 

1    4 

876 

302 

102  11     6 

4 

16 

4 

744 

222 

16613 

1177 

148 

1    6 

1 

2  18    7 

5 

2 

1 

222 

84 

6570 

495 

93 

1    4 

6 

48 

3 

2445 

370 

57437 

6958 

1511 

1  lOi 

'24 

12' "5"  9 

7 

3 

169 

4195 

347 

15 

1    6 

1 

8 

14 

■9 

1061 

509 

32720 

3511 

304 

llli 

10 

4"6'  9 

e 

17 

7 

698 

367 

19406 

1314 

295 

1    5 

1 

10 

3 

226 

5777 

476 

40 

2    0 

o'ih'  5 

11 

26 

■"8 

1283 

800 

33972 

2379 

540 

1    0 

'25 

6    8    1 

12 

4 

203 

4821 

347 

38 

1    0 

2 

16    2 

13 

6 

■"2 

235 

145 

6867 

437 

70 

1    4 

2 

12    7 

U 

16 

3 

898 

337 

20856 

1127 

216 

OlOi 

6 

3    6    8 

15 

201 

28 

10445 

3297 

249440 

22692 

2451 

1    9 

57 

30  18    8 

16 

19 

4 

1069 

255 

22528 

1287 

195 

1    2 

3 

17 

5 

4 

267 

249 

9927 

234 

61 

0    6 

4 

I'is'  6 

18 

8 

4 

699 

348 

21633 

745 

128 

1     6 

19 

48 

9 

2857 

752 

64190 

6649 

1426 

1     8 

■74 

"60 

"io 

n"?'  3 

20 

3 

2 

258 

116 

8072 

515 

69 

1     4 

8 

5 

1     9    4 

21 

117 

22 

7753 

2107 

136219 

10673 

1355 

1     3 

219 

35 

23  10    0 

22 

23 

8 

1391 

481 

40487 

.     1384 

592 

1    4 

7    15 

23 

5 

1 

199 

21 

3646 

85 

21 

0    6 

"1 

24 

22 

2 

1016 

263 

18438 

1268 

305 

0  10 

"18 

'15 

12 

4'i2'  7 

25 
26 

45 

14 

3255 

860 

64119 

3823 

731   1  1     0 

78 

4 

13  12    0 

1265 

204 

81381 

19315 

1486735 

127956 

19771 

172 

1256 

536 

251  11     9 

9 

656 

1676 

200 

31 

0    4 

21 

3 

0    6  10 

1265 

213 

81381 

19971 

1488411 

128156 

19802 

193 

1259 

536 

251  18    7 

111 

249 

65355 

20134 

1147366 

112024 

18071 

152 

1160 

616 

233    6    5 

.. 

7 

582 

1456 

108 

27 

27 

4 

0    7    6 

Ill 

2f6 

65355 

20716 

1148822 

112132 

18098 

•• 

179 

1164 

616 

233  13  11 

798 


Rktxjbn  of  Trade,  &c.,  fob 


SUMMARY    OF    THE 


NAME    or    DISTRICT. 


No.  1— COBKWALl. 

,,  2— Devon   

,,  3 — Somerset.. 


Totals,  1917 . 
Totals,  1916. 


Increase 
Decrease 


LIABILITIES. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ber!. 


18  13175 
32  84219 
26  67424 


154818 
136778 


18040 


£ 

54190 
790180 
483015 


1327386 
1278917 


48468 


Loans, 
includ- 
ing any 
Over- 
draft 
tcom 
Bank 


£ 

6549 
109915 
86471 


202935 
180339 


Re- 
serre 
Faml. 


£ 

6661 
134951 
36881 


178398 
172163 


6330 


Valae  of 

Value  of  r.^^' 
Stock     y'>l."K8. 


Machln_    Ho„^ 
Stock        "*>• 


Owinf 

to  the 

All      Society 
otbeC        for 


£ 
80764 

397923 
226276 


654958 
578917 


£ 
19991 

473715 
179322 


£  £ 

2eOa|  26764 
128098  124784 
52202  209681 


673028  182902 
648611  194512 


76086  24417 


11610 


361219 
385919 


34700 


£ 

1925 
4927 
19240 


26092 
26712 


630 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o., 


Retail  Distrib.  Societies 
Productive  Societies 


164687 
281 


£ 
18250731  201559 


2312 


1876 


Total  for  Section  ..  76164818  1827385  202935178398  664953  678028  182903  361219  26092 


£ 
178145 
348 


£ 
663493 
1460 


£ 
670464 
3564 


£ 
182902 


£ 
3610(9 
210 


£ 

25009 

1063 


Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o.,  of 

given  for  purposes  of  comparison.     See  also  Introduction  to 


Retail  IHttnb.  Socs,  Total 
for  previous  year  fl916^  . . 


Productive  Soeietiet    Total 
for  previous  year  (1916)  . . 


2'otal    for    Section   for 
previous  year  (1916> 


75136498 
380 


77 


£ 

1276955 
1962 


186778  1278917 


£     £ 
179078 171928 
1261:   385 


lb0339  173168 


£ 
678221 


578917 


£      \     £ 

i 

£ 

Jf 

1 
645466  194512 

ssffm 

25880 

8146   .. 

316 

832 

648611  194512 

1 

886919 

26713 

1917,    yOUTH-WESTEHN    SECTION. 

799 

SOUTH-WESTERN    SECTION. 

/ 

No.  of 

Employee*  on 

I>ec  SIM. 

Salaries  and 
Wagei. 

iSalet 

during  the 

Year. 

pnOFIT. 

Met 

Prolit. 

£ 

1  Interest 

ou 
[    Share 
I  Capital 

£ 

!  Am'nt 
:  Paid  ai 

i    Lioniis 
'      on 
V'agfs. 

£ 

j 

Subacriptioni. 

Di«tr(    1    Pro- 
lintiM>.  diictve 

DIstrl.        Pro- 
biitlve.    dnetive 

1 

\  F.duca- 

1     llOltHl 
1      PlU 

posea 
£ 

Chnri 
table 
Par- 

poaea. 

Cooperatin 
Union. 

£   s.   d. 

;£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

208 

19 

10444 

1464          298680 

19773 

2294 

81 

146 

143 

64  15    5 

2 

2137 

716 

124097 

64664 

2057690 

182245 

37300 

4f85 

35a3 

1429 

399    9  11 

3 

1265 

213 

81381 

19971 

1488411 

128156 

19802 

193 

1259 

536 

251  18    7 

3610 

948 

215922 

76099 

3842781 

380174 

59396 

5159 

4938 

2108 

706    3  11 

3486 

876 

165476 

56858 

2889321 

310032 

51658 

1848 

3856 

1726 

70O  18    3 

124 

73 

50446 

19211 

953460 

20142 

7738 

3311 

1082 

382 

5    5    8 

of  various  classeB  of  Societies  for  Yeai 

■  1917. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

3610 

918 

215922 

73734 

3835863 

329861 

59301 

5127 

4932 

2106 

704  15    4 

i 

30 

2365 

6918 

313 

95 

82 

6 

2 

1    8    7 

1 
3610 

948 

215922 

76099 

8842781 

330174 

59396 

5159 

4938 

2108 

7C6    3  11 

various  classes  of  Societies  for  previous 

Year  (191 

6), 

static  tics  for  tables  showing  increase  of  membership,  &c. 

£             £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£   s.   d. 

3486 

853 

165476 

54882 

2883333 

309786 

51568 

1788 

3846 

1721 

699    5    9 

22 

1976 

5988 

246 

90 

60 

10 

5 

1  12    6 

3486 

875 

165476 

56858 

2889321 

310082  1  51658 

1848 

3856 

1726 

700  18    8 

800 


Bbtubn  of  Tbads,  Ac,  fob 


WESTERN 

RETURN    OF    TRADE,   &c.,  of  Co-operative   Societies   in   the  Counties 
Hereford,  Monmouth,  Montgomery,  Pembroke,  and  Part  of 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  laet  year's  return.    6  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  office  or  to 


NAME    OF   SOCIKTY. 


No.    1  —  Gloucester   and 
Hereford  District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies- 
Bream  

Cainscross  and  Ebley   . . . 

Cinderford 

Coin  Independent 

Dumbleton    .' 

Frampton  Cotterell   

Gloucester 

Hereford    

Kemble  

Llanidloes 

Lydney    

Pillowell  and  Yorkley   . . . 

Soutn  Cerney  

Stroud 

Tortworth 

Upper  Lydbrook 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


District  Total  fori  91 ; 

District   Total  for   previous 
year  (1  91 6) 


198 

5192 

3076 

183 

167 

920 

15897 

2053 

526 

449 

400 

462 

141 

4193 

56 

110 


LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

Loans, 
inclnd- 

lie 
serve 
Fond 

Value  of 

Stock 

Trade. 

Value  of 

Land, 
Bld.iigs. 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Investments.       q^.  „^ 

Sbare      "^^"J 

C»P*t»'       tilt 

from 

1    Batik 

to  lUe 

House  i      'i;''       *«='« 
I'r.iD.       °'her          or 
\^j^^      Invest-    Oood< 

340 

61856 

36822 

1017 

950 

11245 

265923 

18777 

2517 

2863 

5188 

5764 

252 

46074 

168 

440 


34023     460196 


;30734 


198 
5427 
1144 

103 

1254 

7520 

2626 

5 

802 


1314 

4 

615 


21780 


£ 

415 

3428 

5421 

483 

274 

745 

14456 

1321 

390 

287 

519 

277 

183 

2853 

"29 


31081    128547 


20651    28476 


£ 

640 

18500 

11956 

1052 

716 

5853 

54912 

8048 

867 

1560 

1739 

2608 

272 

19121 

354 

349 


130594 


100 

12157 

7806 

74 

128 

4554 

50442 

8222 

499 

1198 

2114 

812 

15 

9761 

656 


8540 
1122 


41337 
713 
532 
343 
507 


3874 


98448     56968   272291     8149 


102116 


£ 

255 

36773 

29127 

581 

166 

3740 

163559 

7638 

13.51 

990 

2376 

3808 

363 

21353 

81 

130 


120 

2183 

807 

280 

78 

460 

211 

1367 

192 

144 

58 

157 

75 

1943 

■74 


64732   208185     8772 


No.  3— Brecon,  Monmouth, 
AND    East    Glamorgan 
District — 
Retail  Distrib.  Societies — 

Aberdare  Workmen's    

Abergavenny    

Abersychan  and  Talywain . 

Blaenavon 

Blaina ' 

Brecon    

Cardiff 

Chepstow   

Cwmbach  

Cwmbran  &  Pontynewydd . 

Cwmtillery 

Dowlais  

♦Duffryn  (Mountain  Ash)  . . 

Ebbw  Vale 

*Garndiffaith  and  Varteg  . . 

Merthyr  and  Troedyrhiw. . 

Newport 

New  Tredegar 

Penarth 

•Penrhiwceiber 

Senghenydd  &  Aber  Valley 


4016 
340 

3971 
2953 
9174 

388 
4200 
1011 
8051 

5(»5 
1680 
2920 

4269 

1904 
57(M 
3434 
1420 

2255 


44729 

928 

35.518 

5.5202 

174517 

1587 

10893 

5740 

1 24:524 

5580 

22428 

23493 

40356 

17147 

75191 

31931 

6.557 

14735 


7452 

77 

8241 

7814 

39152 

11694 
1556 
123 
1239 
3825 
2049 

8780 

2293 
7597 
6184 
2907 


42&5 

165 

4594 

3100 

8937 

122 

590 

369 

11962 

124 

1906 

3734 

1387 

1678 
2871 
2105 
1346 


35036 

505 

24188 

2.5391 

90903 

1463 

8119 

6733 

994=50 

3575 

14253 

14738 

19637 

144(a 

27846 

25031 

8067 


16095 

179 

16477 

13733 

34642 

329 

12243 

2729 

24654 

2639 

5161 

7(>36 

16340 

8675 

1.5927 

9760 

1521 


2302     13889       7234 


6905 

11493 
10381 
34116 

3.5i7 

15179 

754 
947 

6143 

767 

22641 

3070 

2157 


3116 

669 

7204 

30633 

74001 

799 


12363 
1212 
11805 


17341 

2151 

24134 

4458 

2627 

565 


7870 

"48 
941 
1662 
40 
1798 
1040 
5281 


507 
765 

876 
2033 
5219 

635 


1917,  Western  Section. 


801 


SECTION. 

of  Brecknock,   Carpigan,   Cakmarthen,   Glamorgan,   Gloucester, 
Worcester,   for   1917,   arranged   in   their   respective   Counties. 

from  the  Registrar's  Return  for  1916.     c  These  societies  have  not  made  a  return  either  to 
the  Begietrar. 


No.  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  Slat. 


l>i»trl-      I'ro- 
I'UCive.  ductve, 


26 
434 

40 
6 


801 


Salaries  and 
Wages. 


DiBtri-        Pro- 
butive.  !  ductive. 


Sales       i 

during  the  I 

Year.       I 


Capital  per  n. 


Wages. 


Subscriptions 

Ednca  I  Chari- j 
tionai  I  table    Co-operative 
Pur    I   I'ur-   !       Union, 
poses,  i  puiies.  j 


137 


Hi) 


292 

6128 

5491 

210 

123 

1709 

27852 

3010 

430 

205 

452 

609 

90 

5390 

54 

174 


523.51 


46090 


1940 

1290 

69 

567 

5846 

1012 

234 

92 

190 

289 

64 

1199 


12973 


12019 


8622 

194603 

151777 

5289 

5499 

40244 

4834^3 

59049 

15819 

8292 

13160 

26824 

3061 

141628 

1980 

5256 


1164646 


965765 


746 

21630 

13973 

555 

301 

2154 

59390 

4016 

1045 

833 

1181 

1953 

104 

16112 

106 

205 


124904 


109777 


12 

2262 

1803 

49 

22 

418 

9282 

800 

113 

129 

229 

245 

10 

1822 

8 

19 


17223 


15606 


B.  d. 

1  0 

2  0 

I  n 

2  0 

1  6 

1  1 
llli 

1  4i 

1  3i 

2  1 
1  5 

1  13 

0  9 

2  0 

1  3 
0  10 


496 
1 

4 


638 


512 


24 
296 

18 
1 
9 


16 


521 


547 


£    s    A. 

014    7 

25     0    4 
14  18    9 


3  16  7 

71  18  3 

9    1  8 

2  11  0 
2    1  10 

1  15  0 

2  2  9 
0  14  0 

20  17  0 

0"9"  0 


156    0    9 


143    2    3 


4 

109 

88 

258 

6 

65 

17 

272 

14 

66 


48 
140 
107 

37 


7341 

330 

9174 

7711 

23894 

395 

4589 

780 

19386 

1478 

4371 

5487 

8.'575 

3583 
8860 
7678 
2617 

4.534 


1246 

130 

2010 

1836 

5109 

117 

805 

260 

2755 

429 

942 

1351 

2198 

1077 

2506 

2054 

395 


208987 

7230 

204418 

14.5150 

548057 

8484 

69709 

39101 

520045 

25098 

103ia5 

1.52223 

191487 

109761 

186194 

1 75774 

46JM35 

111911 


30485 
461 
22650 
11777 
55469 
717 

2207 

1467 
08.557 

1710 
10063 

9566 

18996 

8983 
14736 
14507 

3153 

13213 


1156 
33 

1458 

2168 

6161 

67 

411 

130 

6097 

248 

854 

774 

1869 

538 

2773 

745 

298 

369 


2    8 
1     3 


2    0 
2    0 

1      8; 

1  5 

0  6 

1  5 

2  4J 
1  2i 
1  9 
1  0 

2"0 


840 


40 

10 
250 

60 

200 

5 

52 

'85 

120 
35 


76 

5 

128 

48 

206 

3 

36 


20  17    8 

1  13    6 

19    2    0 

14  2  11 
45  11     4 

1  17    6 

15  18  10 
4  19  11 

39  14    0 

2  2    1 

8  5  9 
15f4    8 

2  18  8 
19  5  5 
f3  14    7 

9  2  2 
24  17  11 
12  16    2 

7  4  6 
2  2  0 
9    6    0 


28 


802 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY. 


No.  of 
Mem- 
bers. 


UiBILIl'IES. 


Share 
Capital. 


Loans,  I 
includ. 
ing  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


Re- 
serve 
Fund. 


Return  of  Trade,  4c.,  for 

ASSETS. 


IValae  of 

Value  of  1  „^^^' 

Stiok    Bl'l'"?8, 

Machin- 

erjr,  and 

Fixed 

Stock. 


Investments. 


House 
rtop- 
erty. 


other 
Invest- 
ments. 


Owing 
to  the 
Society 


Brkcon,  Monmouth,  and 
East  GLAMORaAN  Dis- 
trict— Con. 

Trecynon  and  Cwmdare  . . 

Tredegar    

Treharris   

Ynysybwl  


1041 
3454 
1688 
4404 


13409 
21513 
16239 
37522 


542 
13634 
3138 
7514 


Retail  Sees.  Total  for  1917 

Supply  Association ; — 
West  Breconshire  Farmers 

District  Total  for  191 7 

Retail  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 91 6)   .... 

Supply  Association  Total  for 
previous  year  (IQld) 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 


891 62 


305 

81273 


No.  3— West  Walks  Dist.— 
Retail  Distrib,  Societies — 

Abercrave 

Alltwen  and  Pontardawe. . 

Ammanford  

Blaendulais  

Briton  Ferry. . . , , 

Burry  Port 

Carmarthen 

Uraigcefnparc 

Cwmbwrla 

Cvvmgorse 

Cwmllynfell  

Gorslas    

Llanelly 

Llangennech    

Lower  Cwmtwrch  

Neath  Abbey  and  Skewen. 

Pembroke  Dock  

Pontardulais 

Pontyberem  

Porthcawl 

Resolven 

Swansea 

Trimsaran 

Whitland  


68788 


374 


Retail  Sees.  Total  for  1917 

Productive  Societies : — 
Cymmer,  Corrwg  &  Gwynfi 

Baking    

Swansea  Printers   


247 

1978 

1.520 

221 

1335 

581 

535 

151 

625 

380 

245 

362 

1540 

105 

125 

565 

1970 

1433 

459 

230 

980 

4722 

173 

136 


779569 


2577 


782146 


739455 

2240 

741695 


148858 

3372 

152230 


20618 


1203 

13218 

17257 

1093 

8984 

2777 

1463 

583 

2730 

2845 

2202 

4216 

10326 

550 

1306 

5026 

7159 

14332 

5217 

627 

15478 

20194 

927 

307 


135211 


4144 


139355 


972 
1685 
1859 
2800 


22337 

9787 

23040 


58873 


495427 


24 


58897 


56229 

157 

56386 


140020 


798 

5515 

160 

157 

3609 

2014 

1028 

569 

5310 

2433 

144 

678 

1453 

588 
1730 

606 
2177 


1191 

14753 

377 


432897 

2763 

435660 


45290 


274 

1004 

1551 

87 

854 

350 

199 

290 

280 

611 

255 

003 

3231 

92 

135 

2187 

888 

2458 

166 

76 

1345 

934 

538 

65 


2759 


498186 


£ 

2897 


7022 
8223 


223084 


1124 
3180 
2783 
3876 


128973 


576 


223660 


18473 


Cro'liic.  Socs.  Total  tor  1917 
District  Total  for  1 91 

Itetail  Societies  Total  for 
previotcs  year  (1916) 

Productive  Societies  Total  for 
previous  year  (1 91 6)   .... 

District  Total  for  previous 
year  (1916) 


84 


20702 


17263 

90 

17353 


642 


1507 


141527 


114561 

1265 

115826 


307 
1323 


1630 


46920 


46941 

2004 

48945 


151 
206 


3416 
8605 

13654 
2098 
9877 
3961 
1329 
1509 
3968 
4728 
2386 
4935 
7104 
402 
1956 
5885 
6106 

14677 

4.333 

595 

6894 

17304 

1843 

247 


220010 
750 
220760 


698 

4331 

3967 

294 

3274 

1999 

1481 

71 

1545 

960 

782 

818 

3560 


128973 


151336 


151336 


£ 

5327 
5312 

4820 
16917 


239650 


240536 


£ 

1287 

1632 

678 

4235 


35987 


6369 


42356 


244808 

1323 

246131 


27812 


162 
464 


2558 


698 
1132 


502 

3113 

588 

3;i31 

4180 

2176 

1057 

91 

4344 

1202 

18:J5 

6323 

196 

52429 


357 


18830 


15062 

416 

15478 


295 
326 


621 


128433 


96830 

480 

97310 


996 
1685 


2681 


244 
5291 
2541 

236 
3154 
1459 

407 

64 

3201 

743 

509 

1407 

4920 

63 

299 

on 

1075 
1823 
1298 

1.57 
6574 
4394 

305 


34442 

4320 

38771 


15303     40914 


55110     15303 


50086 

2554 

52640 


24121 


158 
74 


320 

5884 
711 
769 

1398 

239 

48 

4.30 

1051 
3.33 
643 
48 
56<) 
176 
543 

1887 
101 
790 
520 

1632 

2165 

291 

23 


20574 


232 


41146 


30054 

259 

30313 


477 


21051 


16400 

653 

17053 


26 


25 
477  I  26 


h  Societies. 


1917,  Western  Section. 


803 


So.ot 

Einployees  on 

Deo.  Slat. 


26 


Pro- 
ductve. 


10 


1786 


1701 

4 

1705 


434 


290 


290 


298 


298 


Salaries  and 
Wages. 


Distri- 
butive. 


1992 
5307 
3290 
7606 


Pro- 
ductive. 


423 
1194 
1005 
2122 


138984 


915 


434 


112261 

211 

112472 


494 

2513 

4162 

481 

2479 

734 

387 

297 

918 

732 

582 

696 

2390 

195 

376 

1440 

2113 

2729 

799 

299 

2397 

6704 

287 

148 


Sales 

during  the 

Year. 


51975 
134093 

85593 
206411 


30894 


30894 


26839 


26839 


626 

74 

482 


120 
48=3 
380 


148 
201 
744 
202 

442 
1937 


3332491 


24570 


3357061 


2746464 

17386 

2763850 


343.52 


18 


6098 


748 
879 


1627 


7725 


65493 

85271 

9140 

51768 

17145 

9877 

6080 

15502 

21811 

13058 

23636 

50788 

6059 

■8814 

32939 

42938 

80050 

25763 

5607 

57989 

118361 

10714 

3193 


Net 
Profit. 


£ 

7694 

8027 

9559 

20574 


In-      Aver- 

terest  I    age 

on     I   Divi- 

Share     dend 

Capital  per  £. 


334^31 


28906 


169 


334800 


29023 


332648 


332648 


770083 


8569 
2471 


11040 


781123 


190 

4321 

6719 

104 

3545 

725 

646 

282 

455 

2595 

828 

2642 

3239 

518 

367 

1890 

2269 

774(i 

2460 

319 

5095 

5415 

842 

171 


437 

580 

497 

1243 


26379 
65 
26444 


53383 


178 
109 


46 

407 

766 

32 

407 

139 

46 

24 

128 

48 

96 

189 

372 

6 

27 

194 

358 

155 

549 

25 

658 

930 

2 

10 


8.   Cl. 


1  0 

2  0 
1  6 

0  6 

1  3 


Bonus 

on 
Wages. 


Subscriptions. 


Educa-  Chari- 
tional  table 
Pur  1  Pur- 
poses. I  puses. 


Co-operative 
Union. 


965 


1278 


1     2i 


5614 


1  2i 
Oil 
1  7 
1  10 
1  0 
1     6 

0  8i 

1  5 
0    6 


21 
124 

20 
135 


1520 


1520 


186 


287 


53670 


5679 


1368 


4 
954 


1 

50 
102 

8 


186 


17 
39 
<i  4 
9 
13 
11 


11 

20 

I  3 

6 

r  6 


£    s.  d. 

5    6  4 

14  16  3 

7  10  0 

19    2  9 


327  12  11 


1  15 


329    8    4 


269  5    0 
1  12    6 

270  17    6 


396 


382 


398 


9  7  6 
7  14    2 

0  18    9 

6  5    0 

2  12    3 

1  14'    4 

0  15    7 

3  3  U 

1  19  3 
14  0 
1  11     3 

7  71  0 

0  10  10 

1  0    1 

2  18    4 

8  14  6 
7  1  11 
1  16  3 
0  18  10 

4  7  0 
19    9    0 

0  16  1 
0  14  11 


93    0    9 


0  10    6 


DIG    6 


93  11    3 


362 


19 
107 


23930 


5356 
1498 
6854 


579340 

6909 

586249 


50498 

238 

50736 


4226 
55 

4281 


172 


172 


411 


320 


320 


75  0  8 
0  10  6 
75  11    2 


804 


Bbtdbn  of  Tbade,  &c.,  fob 


NAME   OF   SOCIETY 


No.  of 
Mem- 
ber*. 


No.  4 — Mjd-Glamuroan 
District  - 

Retail  Distrib.  Societieu- 

Abergwynfl    570 

Afan  Valley       56() 

Barry  and  District     1804 

Blaengarw     I    382 

Bryn 180 

Caerau  and  Maesteg j  1206 

4'^wmavon j      10 

Cymmer j     660 

r'Ferndale    13113 

Olyncoi-rwg   '    568 

Mid-Rhondda 3000 

Nanty  inoel 2299 

Pantdu    296 

Penygraig |  3761 

Pontrhydyfen   i    278 

Pontycymmer 1896 

Pontyrhyl       120 

Taibaeh  and  Port  Talbot,  .j  1940 

Ton  41 47 

Treorky 2066 


District  Total  for  191 72  9472     255198     .51360 


UABILITIES. 


Share 
Capital. 


4776 

5376 
10575 

3862 
900 

4308 

33 

11437 

26806 

6238 
l.'i84l 
32720 

3251 
22703 

2802 
19201 

1620 
13ft55 
49982 
18803 


Loans, 
includ- 
inK  any 
Over- 
draft 
from 
Bank. 


989 
1111 
3329 
1782 

441 
7654 

127» 


12325 
1489 
278 
4113 
36 
3345 

2618 

10127 

450 


!  I  Value  of 

lvalue  of  „|f^^' 
Stock     ""''■""■ 
aervc      "'^•^ 


Re- 


District  Total  for  previoust 

year  (1 916) 25176     220769 


43592 


Fund. 


£ 

788 
642 
1341 
533 
137 
107 

691 
23281 

511 
4305 

873 
1035 
2290 

292 
2559 

224 
1061 
1560 
6251 


48661 


48128 


in 
Trade. 


8399 
7450 
9545 
4329 
1167 
7207 

8470 
16372 

4171 
27931 
22576 

2853 
17694 

2009 

19.392 

969 

9785 
25404 
24473 


220256 


154327 


iildmsii, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 


749 

UO 

.391  I 

2471 

6951 

3921 

14521 

1025 

8079 

5464 

322 

8047 

542 

5189 

236 

6284 

18375 

.5296 


House 
Prop- 
erty. 


1614. 
83 


46 
3643 

27-i;l 

1010 

278 

1745 

2623 

834 
2870 


91726 


91770 


""*"■  I  Owint; 
to  the 
Ail  I  Society 
otiier  I  lor 
Invest-  Goods, 
mentit.  I 


603 

828 

1501 

249 

473 

1584 

47 

2374 

18298 

1469 

2123 

21850 

2134 

1032:3 

751 

3198 

214 

6596 

21445 

4711 


100771 


04503 


671. 
80 
510 
552 
464 
1118 


7171 
172 
405 

6565 
221 

4795 
648 

1381 
470 
277 
145 

6025 


.31670 


37900 


t  Not  commenced  trading.       d  1915  figures. 


1917,  Westebn  Section. 
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No.  of 

Einployees  on 

Ucc.  8Ut. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

DlBtri-      Pro- 
iintive.  (luctve. 

i 
Dlstri-        Pro- 
imtive.     dnctive. 

1 

8 

1 

2 

12 

1 

3 

47 

6 

4 

10 

2 

5 

4 

1 

C 

40 

3 

7 

8 

20 

9 

101 

15 

10 

5 

11 

99 

7 

12 

61 

17 

13 

7 

14 

96 

19 

15 

6 

3 

16 

57 

6 

17 

2 

18 

38 

19 

19 

100 

14 

20 

38 

U 

751 

125 

698 

108 

^ 

£ 

1753 

219 

1038 

77 

2983 

643 

1019 

194 

345 

96 

2239 

356 

1829 
9826 

879 
7511 
5721 

613 
9030 

568 
4341 

269 
3129 
7385 
3904 

64382 


52483 


779 
1482 

1884 
145 
914 

1069 
1322 

827 

11389 


10157 


41390 
.  35685 
61161 
24043 
11881 
50522 

44091 
229440 

32661 
184230 
171807 

27393 
242561 

17179 
104824 
7108 
107134 
185924 
103807 

1682841 


1353454 


In-      Aver- 

terest  I    age 

on     I    Divi- 

Share     dend 

Capital   per  £. 


6.  a. 


Wages. 


£ 

£ 

3303 

137 

3060 

253 

3632 

461 

2442 

154 

747 

12 

3035 

54 

4 

7 

4955 

424 

37734 

228 

3&56 

293 

16546 

276 

2058(5 

992 

4342 

156 

24768 

485 

1414 

135 

11984 

792 

560 

56 

9581 

595 

12935 

1690 

9596 

418 

175080 

7018 

163501 

6294 

1  6 
1  6 
1  0 
1  103 
1  6 
1     2 


1  10 

2  6 


Subscriptions. 


Educa 
tionai 
Pur 
poses 


Ohari- 
tabie 
Pur- 
poses. 


Co-operative 
Un;on. 


£ 

£ 

12 

12 

10 

19 

3 

37 

'14 

■53 

■41 

60 

60 

6 

32 

89 

93 

52 

3 

40 

89 

"1 

■44 

2 

52 

32 

193 

29 

9 

571 

506 

463 

478 

£    s.  d. 

1  14    0 

2  7    1 
7  14    4 

3  4    2 

0  12    6 
5  11     9 

2*19"  7 

I'ib'  2 

16  8    1 
10  19    0 

1  11     3 
18    5    2 

10  4 

817  2 

0  12  0 

7  5  0 

17  6  2 

8  11  10 


94  10  11 


806                                                                       Retuen  op  Trade,  &c.,  fob 

SUMMARY    OF    THE 

NAME   OF   DISTMCT. 

1 

1 

X 

"c 
Z 

16 

26 
26 
20 

N0.0I 
Hem- 
beri. 

UABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

1 

2 
3 
4 

Loam, 

inclod- 

Share      "jf  »ny 

from 
Bank. 

Ke- 
serve 
Fund. 

|Valne  of 

Value  of  „j^''' 

Stock     ^If""?". 

jp        Machin 

Trade.  ^^-^fS'^ 

Stock. 

Investments,    j 
House        *J' 
*"y-       ments. 

Owing 
to  the 
Society 

l.ir 
Ooods 

No.  1— Gloucester   and 
Hereford   

„    2— Brecon.Monmouth, 
AND  East  Glamor- 
gan   

34023 

69162 
20702 
29472 

£ 
460196 

782146 
141527 
255198 

£ 
21780 

139355 
46920 
51360 

£ 
31081 

68897 
18880 
48661 

£ 
128547 

498186 
128433 
220256 

£ 
98448 

223660 
56110 
91726 

£ 

56968 

128973 
15303 
18291 

£ 
272291 

240536 
41146 
100771 

£ 

8149 

42356 
31051 
31670 

„    a- West  Wales 

,,   4 — Mid-Glamorgan   . . 

Totals,  1917 

Totals,  1916 

88153359 

89134536 

1 

1639067 
1493804 

259415 
265418 

157469 
148468 

975422 
817891 

468944 
467286 

219535 
260601 

654744 
579132 

103226 
102496 

Increase  

1 
..'  18823 

'i  ■• 

145263 

6003 

9001 

157531 

1658 

41066 

75612 

730 

Summary  showing  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o., 

Retail  Distrib.  Societies  . .  85 

Productive  Societies 2 

Supply  Association 1 

152901 
84 
374 

£ 
1634983 

1507 

2577 

£ 
253611 

1630 

4144 

£ 

157088 

357 
24 

£              £ 
972042'  465687 

621       2681 

2759i        576 

1 

£ 
219535 

£ 
653626 

282 

886 

£ 
96880 

477 

6369 

Total  for  Section  <1917)  . .  88 

153359 

1639067 

259415  157469 

975422I  468944 

219535 

6.54744 

103226 

Summary  shoving  Members,  Capital,  Trade,  &o.,  of 

given  for  purposes  of  comparison.    See  also  Introduction  to 

Betail  Dittrib.  Soa.  TotaU 
for  preoioiw  year  (1916)  . . 

Productive  Soeietiet  Totiils 
for  previous  year  (1916)  . . 

Supply    Aitoeiation   Totals 
for  previous  year  (1916)  . . 

86 

a 

1 

134141 

90 

305 

£ 
1490299 
1266 
2240 

260042 
2004 
3372 

£ 
147895 
416 
167 

£           £ 
814648  463982 
48o'      2554 
2763|        750 

£ 
260601 

£ 
677550 
259 
1323 

£ 
97514 
658 
4329 

Total     for      Section     for 
previouB  year  (1916)  

89 

134536 

1493804 

265418 

148468 

817891   467286 

260601 

679132 

102496 

1917,  Western  Section. 

807 

WESTERN    SECTION. 

No.  of 

Employees  on 

Dec.  31st. 

Salaries  and 
Wages. 

Sales 

daring  the 

Year. 

PBOFIT. 

Net 
Profit. 

Interest 

on 
Share 
Capital. 

Am'nt 
Paid  as 
Bonus 

on 
Wages. 

Subscriptions. 

Di«tri-      Pro- 
butive.  ductve. 

Distri- 
butive. 

Pro- 
ductive. 

Educa- 
tional 
Pur- 
poses. 

Chari- 
table 
Pur- 
poses. 

Cooperative 
Union. 

! 
,       &           & 

1               1 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£     s.    d. 

1 

801 

1 
137 

52361 

12973 

1164646 

124904 

17223 

638 

521 

156    0    9 

2 

1786 

290 

139899 

30894 

3357061 

334800 

29028 

965 

1442 

1374 

329    8    4 

3 

434 

99       34352 

7725 

781128 

53670 

5679 

186 

382 

398 

93  11    3 

4 

151 

125       64882 

11389 

1682841 

175080 

7618 

571 

506 

116  17    7 

3772 

651     290984 

62981 

6985671 

688454 

69548 

1151 

3033 

2799 

695  17  11 

3553 

662 

234975 

65869 

5669818 

666662 

62624 

1450 

2906 

2299 

584    2  10 

219 

11 

56009 

7112 

1816358 

31792 

6919 

299 

127 

500 

111  If)     1 

of  various  classes  of 

Societi 

es  for  Year 

1917. 

8762 

633 

1 

£           £ 

290069     61354 

£ 
6950061 

£ 
687998 

£ 
69361 

£ 

1151 

£ 

3083 

£ 

2791 

£    8.    a. 
693  12    0 

.. 

18         . .           1627 

11040 

287 

C5 

2 

0  10    6 

10 

915         .. 

i                '■ 

24570 

169 

117 

0 

1  \r>   r> 

3772 

651     290984     62981 

6985671 

688454 

59643 

1151 

8033 

2799 

695  1.7  11 

Yarious  classes  of  So( 

iieties  f 

or  previous 

Year  (1916), 

Statistics  for  tables  showing  inc 

reases  of  m« 

imbersbip,  &c. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£              £ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£    s.    d. 

3549 

643 
19 

234764 

54371 

1498 

5645023 
6909 

656424     62504 
288           55 

1450 

2906 

2295 

581  19  10 
0  10    6 

4 

211 

17386 

..        1        65 

4 

1  12    6 

3653 

662 

23*975 

55869 

5669318 

i 
656662     52624 

1460 

2906 

2299 

584    2  10 

808 


A  Summary  for  all  the  Sections. 
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Retukns  Relating  to 


RETURNS   RELATING  TO 

a  These  particulars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  returns,    h  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  office  or  to 


OBJECT  OF  UANUTACTURE. 


MAAfE  OF  SOCISTT. 


§/ 


ENGLAND  AND   WALES. 

Corsets 

Cotton  Cloth  

Fustian     

Hosiery     

Ready-made  Clothing 

Quilts,  Table  Covers,  &c 

Silk  Twist    

Worsted  and  Wool  


5  \ 


/  Boots  and  Shoes 


Kettering  Corset  Manufacturing   

Burnley  Self-Help  Manufacturing 

Hebden  Bridge  Fustian  Manufacturing 

Kirkby-in-Ashfield  Manufacturers 

Wigston  Hosiers   

Kettering  Clothing  

Ideal  Clothiers  (Wellingborough)  

London  Clothiers 

Eccles  Manufacturing    

"Leek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Macclesfield  Silk  

Thomson,  Wm.,  and  Sons  Limited  (Huddersfield) 
Airedale  Worsted  Manufacturing  (Bradford)   

Total 


♦Avalon  (Rothwell)  Boot  and  Shoe 

Chesham  Boot  and  Shoe   

Crompton  (Desborough)  Boot  and  Shoe  . . . 

Excelsior  (Sileby)  Boot  and  Shoe 

Finedon  Boot  and  Shoe 

Glenfield  Boot  and  Shoe    

Higham  Ferrers  Boot  and  Shoe 

Kettering  Boot  and  Shoe   

Kettering  Union  Boot  and  Shoe 

Leicester  Anchor  Boot  and  Shoe  

Leicester  Equity  Boot  and  Shoe 

Leicester  Self-Help  Boot  and  Shoe  

Midland  (Wellingborough)  Boot  and  Shoe. 

Nantwich  Boot  and  Shoe  

Northamptonshire  Productive  vWoUaston) 

Pioneer  Co-operative  Boot 

Ringstead  Unity    

St.  Crispin  Productive  (Raunds) 

"  Sperope  "  Boot  and  Shoe  (Banvell)  

Total :.... 


No  recent  figures  available. 


Pboductive  Societies 

,  1917 

813 

PRODUCTIVE 

SOCIETIES 

I9I7. 

from  the  Registrar's 

Returns  for  1916. 

c  Those  societies  have  not  made  a 

return  either  tr 

the  Registr 

av. 

LIABIUTIE8. 

ASSETS. 

No.  of 

Loans, 

Value  of 

Investmenti 

Owing 

Em- 

Salariei 

■ 

Mem- 
)>en. 

Sh»re 
Capital. 

including 
any 

Overdraft 
fruiti 
Banl(. 

Reserre 
Fund. 

Value  of 
Stock 

in 
Trade. 

B'ldings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

to 

the 
Society 

for 
Goodi. 

on 
Dec. 
81st. 

and 
Wagei. 

Home 
Prop- 
erty. 

All 
other 
Invest- 
inenti. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

409 

14660 

2882 

17804 

8500 

300 

921 

2994 

217 

10762 

2 

309 

8774 

21092 

385 

16778 

10894 

474 

7153 

103 

6063 

3 

985 

38518 

400 

19858 

12614 

19920 

28967 

7583 

308 

26222 

4e 

301 

8263 

12253 

8907 

15659 

4288 

3891 

14581 

134 

5712 

5 

445 

13235 

2637 

4054 

10749 

5881 

4568 

5903 

72 

5225 

6 

1519 

27287 

22899 

28996 

65527 

16900 

276 

2810 

45904 

936 

49078 

7 

1300 

25888 

10380 

84069 

56117 

24572 

5724 

14348 

881 

44611 

8 

94 

1571 

180 

485 

1996 

113 

691 

748 

16 

2055 

9 

226 

14511 

7173 

3454 

12177 

11162 

1225 

2882 

78 

4472 

10 

119 

8809 

8571 

2489 

9782 

4074 

4603 

10751 

110 

8148 

11 

264 

8648 

10910 

9871 

4016 

1982 

6221 

111 

7504 

12 

422 

14870 

20021 

8972 

20671 

663 

520O 

15380 

106 

11884 

13 

489 

7481 

2825 

8077 

10727 

302 

3944 

4997 

33 

2202 

6832 

192515 

118791 

102128 

260472 

106235 

576 

59090 

189395 

8055 

183988 

14 
15 

'io8 

3i05 

i543 

2737 

4800 

i459 

2216 

1249 

'58 

6442 

1(5 

270 

4941 

2698 

7865 

7287 

3038 

1108 

5806 

88 

7018 

17 

110 

3252 

4918 

3456 

11491 

1742 

1018 

5356 

79 

7904 

18 

30 

5206 

1373 

6201 

8176 

2857 

6406 

90 

8782 

19 

257 

3410 

.4227 

1348 

4450 

1597 

1168 

2647 

74 

6006 

20 

219 

6660 

40('6 

8496 

8720 

2407 

. 

1051 

3762 

85 

7268 

21 

658 

10602 

11751 

6611 

23437 

2974 

7586 

208 

19948 

22 

307 

3309 

4504 

1629 

8081 

1060 

10 

2958 

59 

5145 

23 

572 

7067 

7589 

4604 

17416 

5715 

1851 

5994 

165 

14186 

24 

998 

12581 

18918 

11023 

31927 

7123 

8638 

7841 

230 

20006 

25 

224 

3150 

2125 

2606 

5822 

2698 

687 

3890 

67 

6106 

26 

319 

7852 

8131 

5638 

15848 

1315 

7622 

6488 

139 

12024 

27 

109 

793 

575 

484 

1101 

905 

442 

98 

29 

1279 

28 

224 

3419 

5267 

4728 

9015 

1150 

8586 

8566 

78 

7817 

29 

66 

1599 

625 

510 

1800 

716 

888 

23 

1891 

80 

26 

3612 

881 

5 

10102 

487 

49 

4844 

103 

8385 

31 

63 

69K2 

8818 

5079 

14289 

1000 

2969 

12022 

130 

12114 

82 

272 

4286 

7629 

2993 

10027 

2698 

4083 

4720 

76 

7089 

4832 

91806 

85018 

70958 

193689 

38079 

47179 

77P47 

1776 

159405 

814 


Returns  Relating  to 


RETURNS   RELATING  TO 

a  These  particolars  are  taken  from  our  last  year's  returns,    h  These  particulars  are  taken 

this  office  or  to 


OBJECT  OF  MANUFACTURE. 


NAME  OF  SOCIETY. 


i< 


ENGLAND   AND   WALES 

Corsets 

Cotton  Cloth  

Fustian 

Hosiery 

Ready-made  Clothing 

Quilts,  Table  Covers,  &c 

Silk  Twist    

Worsted  and  Wool    


f' Boots  and  Shoes 


Kettering  Corset  Manufacturing   

Burnley  Self-Help  Manufacturing 

Hebden  Bridge  Fustian  Manufacturing 

Kirkby-in-Ashfleld  Manufacturers 

Wigston  Hosiers  

Kettering  Clothing  

Ideal  Clothiers  (Wellingborough) , 

London  Clothiers 

Eccles  Manufacturing 

aLeek  Silk  Twist  Manufacturing 

Macclesfield  Silk  

Thomson,  Wm.,  and  Sons  Limited  (Huddersfleld) 
Airedale  Worsted  Manufacturing  (Bradford)  . 

Total 


*Avalon  (Rothweil)  Boot  and  Shoe 

Chesham  Boot  and  Shoe 

Crompton  (Desborough)  Boot  and  Shoe 

Excelsior  (Sileby)  Boot  and  Shoe  

Finedon  Boot  and  Shoe 

Glenfield  Boot  and  Shoe    , 

Higham  Ferrers  Boot  and  Shoe 

Kettering  Boot  and  Shoe  

Kettering  Union  Boot  and  Shoe 

Ijeicester  Anchor  Boot  and  Shoe   

Leicester  Equity  Boot  and  Shoe    

Leicester  Self-Help  Boot  and  Shoe  

Midland  (Wellingborough)  Boot  and  Shoe 

Nantwich  Boot  and  Shoe  

Northamptonshire  Productive  (Wollaston) 

Pioneer  Co-operative  Boot   

Ringstead  Unity    

St.  Crispin  Productive  (Raunds) 

"  Sperope  "  Boot  and  Shoe  (Barwell) 


Total 


*  No  recent  figures  available. 


Pbouuctive  Societies, 

1917. 

815 

PRODUCTIVE  SOCIETIES,  1917. 

from  the  Registrar's  Returns  for  1916.    c 

These  societies  have  not  made  a 

return  either  to 

the  Registrar. 

Sales            Profits 

Share 

NET  PEOFIT  (after  paflnR  share  Interest  stated' :    HOW  DIVIDED. 

To  Capital. 

To  Labour. 

To  Purchaser. 

Subsorlptlona      I 

durlnR  thi        durinR 
Year.          the  Year. 

IntoTPSt 
£ 

Amount 
Paid. 

Kate 
per 
cent. 

Amoimt 
Paid. 

Rate 
per  £on 
Wages. 

Amount 
Paid. 

Kate 
per  £. 

Ediica 
tional 
Pur 
poses 

Chari- 
table 
IMir- 

noses. 

£                   £ 

£ 

£ 

S.    d. 

£ 

s.    d. 

£ 

£ 

1 

55856           3615 

604 

120 

2i 

982 

2    0 

1116 

0    6 

100 

114 

2 

84449  1        1399 

436 

1 

3 

137876 

9030 

1738 

1111 

i"o 

2264 

I'o 

97 

4 

87042 

5029 

870 

156 

2i 

386 

1  10§ 

468 

0    2i 

'32 

62 

5 

63737 

5172 

601 

206 

10 

353 

1     4i 

697 

0    3J 

72 

29 

6 

222652 

18168 

1272 

771 

2i 

4108 

1  10 

6684 

0  104 

260 

805 

7 

209565 

11440 

1269 

644 

3i 

3866 

1    0 

6150 

0    9 

876 

248 

8 

8399 

548 

74 

66 

1    6 

270 

0    9 

9 

29551 

1156 

771 

"7 

10 

49943 

4634 

441 

882 

10 ' 

'700 

I'e 

49 

11 

27108 

579 

12 

81611 

e606 

■743 

52 

13 

44619 

4698 

373 

'368 

5' 

"60 

0    6 

1655 

0"'6 

77 

1102408 

165463 

8692 

3147 

11611 

1&'>53 

829 

1036 

14 

16 

29257 

2681 

i23 

'i84 

74 

'aeo 

l"6 

314 

o"5 

'24 

I64 

16 

50742 

835 

229 

49 

17 

44580 

3467 

154 

'i64 

5 

1691 

2'iot 

762 

o"54 

163 

18 

61393 

7271 

256 

758 

15 

870 

2    0 

"88 

19 

27415 

1329 

169 

78 

2i 

225 

1    8 

360 

o'si 

'30 

16 

20 

46602 

1609 

817 

164 

60 

0    6 

8 

21 

121624 

5938 

521 

656 

5" 

1486 

l"9 

2133 

0  74 

I28 

87 

22 

37108 

1960 

149 

81 

8 

468 

1    9 

501 

0  lOi 

45 

166 

23 

52014 

3914 

337 

50 

24 

111958 

11158 

620 

ieo 

'928 

l"6 

2310 

o's 

78 

166 

25 

38278 

1438 

122 

267 

si 

215 

0  lOi 

508 

0  ^ 

20 

19 

26 

87266 

7643 

359 

894 

5 

1163 

2    0 

1490 

1    0 

218 

69 

27 

7158 

531 

61 

44 

1    6 

119 

1    0 

6 

28 

53064 

4956 

161 

'iei 

5' 

532 

1    8 

363 

0   84 

86 

29 

7692 

823 

81 

30 

li 

75 

1    0 

120 

0    4 

1 

30 

38740 

690 

349 

107 

10 

24 

31 

89357 

16667 

310 

325 

5 

4498 

32 

49250 

4673 

561 

136 

5 

645 

2"0 

'920 

0"6 

30 

170 

953498 

77083 

4909 

3521 

12754 

9950 

835 

938 

e  L0S8.       t  Before  deducting  the  loss  of  ^£606. 


816 


Returns  Relating  to 


1  Needles     

]  Watches  

'  Cutlery  (1913  figures)  . . 

iliocks,  &c 

I  Clog  Iron  and  Sundries 


—   ■  I  Cabinet  Making,  &c 

II         :: 

S^  ^  Carriage  Builders . . 


Building,  &c. 


1"^ 


'  Bookbinding 
Printing    ... 


Alcester  Needle  Makers 

Coventry  Watch    

*8heffield  Trade-union  Sheep  Shear  Manufac... 

Walsall  Locks  and  Cart  Gear 

Calderdale  ClogSundries  Manufacturing  (Waladen) 

Total  


aBolton  Cabinet  Makers 

Bradford    ,.  

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Household  Furnishing 

Midland  Wood  Workers 

Leicester  Carriage  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 

Total 


Coventry  Builders 

Lincoln  Land  and  Building , 

Oxford  Builders , 

Wood  Workers  Limited  (Letchworth 

Total  


Bookbinders  (London)    

Birmingham  Printers 

Blackpool  Union  Printers 

Bristol  Printers 

Co-operative  Newspaper  (Manchester) 
Co-operative  Printing  (Manchester) . . 

Derby  Printers   

Garden  City  Press  (Letchworth) 

Hull  Printers 

King's  Cross  Publishing  (London) 

Leicester  Printers 

Long  Eaton  Printers 

Nottingham  Printers  

Plymouth  Printers   

Portsmouth  Printers  

aSwansea  Printers 

Total 


*  No  recent  figures  available. 


Pkobuctivk  Socikties 

1917 

817 

j 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

No.  of 
Em- 
ployeea 
on 
Dec. 
Slit. 

i 

1 

No.  of 

1 

1 

Value  of 
I^nd, 
B'ldings, 
Machin- 
ery, and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

InTeatmenti. 

Owing 

Salaries 

j 

Mem- 
ben. 

Share 

including 
any 

Reserve 

Value  of 
Stock 

to 

aud 
Wages. 

the 

1 

i 

Capital. 

1 
1 

Overdraft 
frum 
Bank. 

Fund. 

in 
Trade. 

H°"«   other 
PJ°P-   Invest. 
*"y-   menti. 

Society 

for 
Qoodi. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

33 

173 

1882 

1235 

1478 

494 

465 

585 

13 

714 

34 

51 

1201 

190 

17 

614 

400 

281 

77 

11 

353 

35 

36 

254 

8884 

3556 

7468 

11652 

5072 

824 

5747 

9586 

287 

22' 67 

37 

146 

1738 

850 

840 

172 

1102 

1940 

176 

11 

852 

624 

18655 

5831 

8325 

13916 

7068 

824 

8433 

10424 

322 

24586 

88 

52 

1552 

1609 

1271 

5681 

377 

160 

595 

45 

8577 

89 

66 

3164 

3378 

307 

3600 

2100 

993 

289 

16 

1488 

40 

121 

6863 

25710 

718 

4491 

30010 

79 

3530 

70 

6129 

41 

48 

488 

124 

20 

620 

76 

81 

324 

6 

747 

42 

96 

1347 

2782 

927 

3365 

2490 

.. 

29 

3729 

82 

8513 

383 

12914 

83603 

3243 

17707 

35053 

1342 

8467 

169 

15454 

43 

12 

134 

668 

82 

498 

28 

23 

1 

65 

44 

620 

5370 

47114 

8949 

392 

544 

53509 

2146 

290 

4 

414 

45 

48 

611 

406 

126 

194 

161 

424 

200 

178 

7 

565 

46 

7 

8430 

18129 

2427 

10452 

6099 

8443 

2 

1% 

687 

14545 

66317 

4075 

8095 

11655 

53938 

8473 

8984 

14 

1240 

47 

77 

341 

14 

181 

55 

264 

108 

4 

328 

48 

218 

11348 

1780 

630 

2111 

.  7956 

8856 

3464 

68 

5847 

49 

140 

1139 

1008 

169 

861 

895 

314 

815 

18 

1443 

50 

68 

646 

329 

162 

549 

475 

150 

264 

9 

656 

51 

857 

11781 

5341 

186 

5148 

8597 

3184 

5244 

55 

4638 

52 

737 

23299 

22973 

85105 

12848 

14600 

19109 

416 

34691 

53 

72 

1165 

1836 

798 

403 

2767 

587 

366 

10 

793 

54 

188 

8852 

11086 

250 

8091 

12898 

436 

2914 

71 

5501 

55 

65 

2268 

2506 

2737 

960 

6011 

321 

917 

26 

1794 

56 

8 

150 

1(100 

1500 

10 

2063 

1082 

57 

395 

8940 

9796 

1423 

10575 

9362 

8471 

7431 

i64 

9657 

58 

27 

526 

88 

343 

117 

294 

101 

4 

486 

59 

110 

751 

416 

244 

251 

382 

728 

137 

7 

699 

fiO 

213 

1666 

1047 

86 

911 

2089 

60 

819 

21 

1709 

fil 

103 

312 

867 

105 

784 

256 

122 

4 

259 

62 

81 

865 

1323 

206 

326 

1685 

74 

477 

12 

879 

2859 

78999 

88335 

31461 

60880 

66921 

30643 

48870 

829 

69380 

818 


Betubnb  Bklatino  to 


OBJECT  OF  MAMUFAOTUBE. 


NAME  OF  80CIETT. 


£nolano  and  WAiiEa — ConHnued. 

E 

1 1  Needles 

^  I  Watches  

_  f  (;utlery     (1913  figures)  

«  k  Locks,  &c. 

£  I  Clog  and  Iron  Sundries 


I  Cabinet  Making,  &c 
"oS  (Carriage  Builders. . 


Building,  &o. 


/"Bookbinding 
Printing    . . . . 


Alcester  Needle  Makers 

Coventry  Watch    

•Sheffield  Trade-union  Sheep  Shear  Manufac. 

Walsall  Locks  and  Cart  Gear 

Calderdale  Clog  Sundries  Manufac.  (Walsden) 

Total 


aBolton  Cabinet  Makers 

Bradford    „  

Newcastle-on-Tyne  Household  Furnishing 

Midland  Wood  Workers 

Leicester  Carriage  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 

Total 


Coventry  Builders 

Lincoln  Land  and  Building 

Oxford  Builders 

Wood  Workers  Limited  (Letchwortb) 

Total 


Bookbmders  (London)    

Birmingham  Printers 

Blackpool  Union  Printers 

Bristol  Printers 

Co-operative  Newspaper  (Manchester) 
Co-operative  Printmg  (Manchester) . . . 

Derby  Printers  

Garden  City  Press  (Letchworth  i    

Hull  Printers 

King's  Cross  Publishing  (Loudon) 

Leicester  Printers    

Long  Eaton  Printers  

Nottingham  Printers  

Plymouth  Printers   

Portsmouth  Printers  

aSwansea  Printers 

Total 


*  No  recent  figures  available. 


Productive  Societies,  1917. 

819 

Sales 

ProfltB 

NET  PROFIT  I 

after  paying  share  Interest  stated' :    HOW  DIVIDED. 

To  Capital. 

To  Labour. 

To  Purchaser. 

Sabaoriptions.     | 

during  the 
Ye»r. 

during 
the  Yew. 

Interest 

Amount 

Kate 

Rate 
per  £,  on 
Wages. 

Amount 

Rate 

Educa- 
tional 

Chari- 
table 

Paid. 

cent. 

Paid. 

Paid. 

per  £. 

Pur 

poses 

Pur 
poses- 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

B.   d. 

£ 

S.   d. 

£ 

£ 

33 

5550 

519 

84 
35 
36 

675 

e2\ 

1 

57444 

4321 

'639 

"so 

7 

2625 

2    6 

127 

ioo 

37 

5302 

208 

86 

44 

1     0 

273 

1     0 

5 

68971 

t5048 

725 

80 

2669 

273 

127 

106 

38 

8232 

509 

77 

1 

39 

2811 

<-lf9 

157 

40 

15866 

el69 

41 

1934 

261 

12 

20 

5 

34 

0    6 

42 

18781 

33 

82 

47624 

t803 

328 

20 

84 

1 

43 

113 

HO 

44 

*3467 

777 

475 

45 

879 

11 

29 

3 

2 

46 

2708 

643 

7167 

tl431 

504 

3 

2 

47 

588 

«8 

48 

17608 

2667 

494 

746 

io 

242 

2    4i 

524 

0  io 

20 

22 

49 

3518 

131 

53 

50 

1676 

200 

81 

8 

21 

16 

0    4 

3 

51 

93635 

^265 

488 

42 

52 

163284 

17787 

1148 

861 

3a 

1401 

1    0 

2765 

1    9 

401 

53 

3152 

315 

57 

9 

27 

0  10 

112 

0  10 

8 

9 

54 

12091 

e2l3 

5 

55 

4353 

340 

113 

89 

5 

43 

0    6 

56 

6706 

e86 

57 

39925 

4077 

437 

657 

7J 

646 

1  io 

1038 

0    7 

iso 

63 

58 

1089 

162 

53 

16 

3 

35 

2    0 

51 

1     3 

3 

4 

59 

14H1 

29 

37 

13 

5 

0    4 

9 

0    2 

60 

5242 

113 

64 

11 

0    3 

10 

0    OJ 

3 

2 

61 

1022 

196 

62 

2471 

109 

33 

548 

287821 

t26126 

3008 

2399 

2431 

4525 

217 

*  Income,     e  Loss,     t  Before  deducting  loss. 


820 


OBJECT  OP  UANCFACTTTRK. 


England  and  Wales— Con(inu«(i. 

It  (Corn  Milling  

^1  ■.  

e§  (  "  


I  Baking 


^1913  figures) 


Laundries 


Bass  Dressers 

General 

Grocery  Sundries,  &c 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 


SCOTLAND. 
(A)   Cotton  and  Wool. — Woollen  &  Cotton 
(F)   Printing  and  Bookbinding, — Printing 


(H)  Baking 


Returns  Relating  to 


MAME  OF  SOCIETT. 


aDerwent  Flour  Mills  . . . 
Northallerton  Com  Mill 
Sherston  Milling  


Total. 


Alfred  Joint  Stock  Bread  and  Flour. . . 

Codnor  Pkrk  and  Selston  Baking 

Co-operative  Bakeries  (West  Stanley) 
Cymmer,  Corrwg,  and  Gwynfi  Baking  . 

Greenwich  Bread  and  Flour 

New  Swindon  Provident 


Total. 


Dewsbury 

Hyde 

aKeighley  

Manchester  and  District. 

Newcastle    

North-East  Lancashire  . . 
Rochdale  and  District  . . 


Total. 


London  Bass  Dressers   

Brandsby  Agricultural  Trading  . . . . 
Co-operative  Sundries  (Droylsden) 
Morning  Star  Sundries  (Leicester) 
Licensed  Trade  Supply  (Coventry) 


Total 


Paisley  Manufacturing  

Edinburgh  Printing 

Glasgow  Civic  Press    

„         Scottish  Newspaper  

Total 

Auchterarder  Baking 

Bainsford  and  Grabamston  Baking 

Burntisland  Bread  , 

Carronshore  Baking    

Chapelhall  Federated  Baking 

Glasgow  United  Baking  (Glasgow). 
Hamilton  Baking 


67 


Productive  Societies 

,  1917 



821 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

No.  of 

Loans, 

Value  of 

Investment!. 

Owing 

ployees 
on 
Dec. 
Slat. 

Salaries 

Mem- 
bers. 

Share 

including 
any 

Keserve 

Value  of 
Stock 

D'ldingi, 

to 

the 

and 
Wager. 

All 
other 
Invest- 
ments. 

Capital. 

Overdraft 
from 
Bank. 

Fund. 

in 
Trade. 

ery,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

House 
Prop- 
erty. 

Society 

for 
Ooods. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

63 

10 

18277 

26728 

12536 

13276 

17926 

3033 

49 

4364 

M 

478 

1709 

24 

228 

2804 

17 

1859 

2 

136 

65 

49 

479 

452 

187 

91 

538 

330 

616 

4 

172 

537 

20465 

27204 

187 

12850 

16618 

18273 

5508 

55 

4672 

66 

618 

3562 

2021 

250 

771 

5414 

871 

782 

9 

1455 

67 

2 

800 

100 

198 

501 

279 

5 

392 

68 

7i5 

1711 

4189 

500 

429 

3253 

3018 

382 

15 

1347 

69 

1i3 

642 

307 

151 

295 

996 

158 

6 

748 

70 

64 

712 

49 

198 

86 

600 

175 

154 

3 

116  i 

71 

3371 

5126    1974 

883 

687 

5057 

46 
4526 

4752 

12 

1299  i 

4063 

12553    8540 

2082 

2466 

15821 

175 

5916 

50 

5357 

72 

10 

3448 

1950 

538 

536 

3765 

1706 

457 

41 

2438 

73 

7 

3564 

1960 

903 

4561 

496 

41 

66 

3585 

74 

17 

4012 

3014 

20 

258 

6771 

66 

202 

40 

1911 

75 

7il5 

20970  i   9489 

100 

30097 

2476 

1924 

195 

14710 

76 

58 

17064  1   36109 

2854 

2480 

20636 

32639 

1593 

210 

9067 

77 

13 

4509  J   2350 

200 

927 

6324 

432 

56 

62 

3692 

78 

;j20 

7000    8252 

1178 

14777 

43 

184 

74 

5283 

140 

60567 

68124 

3712 

6282 

86931 

37858 

4457 

688 

40686 

79 

65 

574 

2544 

512 

3165 

1234 

17 

2150 

80 

352 

5068 

821 

826 

2657 

1779 

1914 

3659 

20 

1714 

81 

620 

25153 

6594 

5326 

23637 

11734 

4817 

6819 

150 

9884 

82 

258 

4044 

1291 

1130 

3053 

8y.2 

882 

10945 

16 

1473 

83 

144 

1587 

904 

2000' 

867 

2097 

1925 

168 

6 

599 

1389 

36376 

9610 

11826 

30726 

16482 

12703 

22825 

209 

15820 

84 
85 

6943 

69957 

82823 

11038 

42515 

36715 

6596 

77777 

16190 

375 
76 

26810 

151 

10000 

6846 

3000 

1919 

14168 

334 

4477 

6000 

86 

200 

1834 

572 

2075 

841 

860 

1970 

1599 

21 

2033 

87 

WO 

217 

156 

214 

1724 

1477 

2 

304 

421 

12051 

7574 

5289 

2760 

15028 

4028 

7553 

99 

8337 

88 

428 

1678 

51 

180 

220 

1083 

1035 

82 

4 

334 

89 

4534 

410S1 

895 

2652 

2413 

11979 

2324 

30823 

1884 

56 

6456 

90 

272 

384 

173 

1000 

242 

969 

500 

8 

3 

446 

91 

330 

2443 

275 

183 

282 

1100 

1075 

722 

5 

364 

92 

7 

1030 

14577 

1051 

1845 

4018 

251 

9948 

648 

19 

2385 

93 

;i209 

226037 

282695 

115816 

38853 

207990 

16010 

369129 

23014 

1212 

93892 

94 

7 

8203 

48307 

2982 

4020 

8869 

658 

46841 

50 

6051 

h  Societies. 


822 


Eetuens  Relating  to 


OBJXCT  OF  HAHUFACTUBE. 


Emolamd  ahd  Wales — Continued' 
I?  (Com  Milling  

^i        


I  Baking 


/Laundries 


Bass  Dressers 

General 

Grocery  Sundries,  &c. 


V  Mineral  Water  Manufacturers 


SCOTLAND. 

(A)  Cotton  and  JTooJ— Woollen  &  Cotton 
(F)   Printing  and  Bookbinding — Printing 


(H)  Baking  . 


NAME  OF  SOCIETY. 


Derwent  Flour  Mills  . . . 
Northallerton  Com  Mill 
Sberston  Milling 


Alfred  Joint  Stock  Bread  and  Flour . . . 

Codnor  Park  and  Selston  Baking 

Co-operMtive  Bakeries  (West  Stanley) 
dCymmer,  Corrwg,  and  Gwynfl  Baking  . 

Greenwich  Bread  and  Flojir 

New  Swindon  Provident    


Total 


Dewsbury , 

Hyde 

Keighley  

Manchester  and  District. 

Newcastle    

North-East  Lancashire  . . 
Rochdale  and  District  . . 


Total 


London  Bass  Dressers    

aBrandsby  Agricultural  Trading  . . . 
Co-operative  Sundries  (Droylsden) 
Morning  Star  Sundries  (Leicester) 
Licensed  Trade.Supply  (Coventry) 


Total 


Paisley  Manufacturing  

Edinburgh  Printing 

Glasgow  Civic  Press    

„       Scottish  Newspaper  

Total 

Auchterarder  Baking 

Bainsford  and  Grahamston  Baking 

Burntisland  Bread   

Carronshore  Baking 

Chapelhall  Federated  Baking 

Glasgow  United  Baking  (Glasgow). 
Hamilton  Baking 


tl  I91S  figures. 


?RODUCTivB  Societies,  1917. 

823 

Sales 

Profits 

NET  PROFIT  (after  paflns  share  Interest  stated):    HOW  DIVIDED. 

To  Capital. 

To  Labour. 

To  Purchaser. 

Subscriptions      | 

darlne  the 
Year. 

durinR 
the  Tear. 

Interest 

Amonnt 

Rate 

Rate 
per  £  on 
Wages. 

Rate' 

Educa- 
tional 

Char, 

tal)le 

Paid. 

cent. 

Paid. 

Paid. 

per  £. 

Pur- 
poses 

Pur- 
Doses. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

S.    d. 

£ 

S.  d. 

£ 

£ 

63 

229218 

3408 

914 

,^ 

0    3 

7 

64 

11811 

109 

65 

6923 

121 

6 

8 

62 

0    6 

3 

247452 

3638 

920 

8 

62 

■■ 

10 

66 

32420 

3205 

174 

2311 

I    6 

15 

67 

4485 

168 

40 

64 

0    4 

68 

13247 

1822 

86 

239 

1    6 

1 

69 

8569 

178 

32 

171 

2    6 

2 

70 

2024 

172 

33 

71 

43733 

4674 

240 

4448 

2    1 

7 

104478 

9719 

605 

7233 

25 

72 

5026 

489 

172 

100 

0    5 

1 

73 

8580 

169 

160 

243 

2    0 

74 

4727 

270 

201 

1    0 

3 

75 

30277 

4582 

1049 

1260 

2    3 

76 

28498 

2727 

849 

1186 

1    0 

7 

77 

7714 

589 

225 

291 

27 

78 

12112 

1203 

280 

702 

1    9 

96934 

10029 

2936 

3772 

•• 

37 

79 

9523 

1146 

670 

7    6 

84 

12 

80 

75941 

1416 

238 

605 

1    0 

27 

81 

104148 

8737 

1235 

585 

1    6 

2483 

0    6 

64 

82 

88668 

2650 

224 

63 

35 

25 

83 

4540 

554 

78 

20 

4 

282820 

14503 

1775 

1338 

2988 

109 

132 

84 
85 

285054 

19954 

3336 

1030 

0    7 

7837 

0    7 

368 

12400 

490 

400 

86 

5194 

359 

92 

11 

87 

5902 

e286 

11 

19 
30 

23496 

+849 

503 

88 

5992 

588 

78 

218 

1  a 

2 

89 

101124 

14228 

1527 

12040 

2    94 

65 

129 

90 

3494 

159 

69 

I 

91 

5776 

889 

81 

765 

2    9 

1 

92 

45469 

5068 

51 

228 

5998 

66 

93 

1353450 

96242 

11188 

7285 

1    0 

63239 

1     0 

1825 

1162 

94 

89455 

6344 

410 

5043 

1    2i 

64 

e  Loss.       t  Before  deducting  the  loss. 


8-24 


Retubns  Rklatinu  to 


OnjKrT  OF  MANriAOTtJRK. 


Scotland — Continued. 
(H)  Baking  


(1)    Lawvirji 


English  Wholesale  Society 

(a)   Flannel     

(a)   Hosiery 

(a)   Corsets 

(A)  Shirt  Factories 

(a)   Woollens 

(a)   Weaving  Sheds 

(a)  Clothing  Factories  

( B)  Boot  and  Shoe  Works 

(c)    Iron  Works 

(c)    Hardware 

(c)    Tinplate   

( D)  Cabinet  Works  

(V)  Printing  Works 

(«)   Flour  Mills 

(J)    Biscuits,  Sweets,  &c 

(J)    Preserves,  Pickles,  &c 

(.1)    Soap,  &c 

(.7)   Tobacco    

(J)    Lard  

(j)   Brushes    

U)    Paints    

.1)    Creameries 

(.) )   Farms   

(J)    Margarine    

(J)    Colliery   


Scottish  Wholksalk  Society. 

(A)  Woollen  and  Clothing  

(B)  Leather,  Boots  and  Shoes 

(D)   Cabinet,  Brush,  Saddlery, &  Tinwaie 

(F)    Printing  and  Bookbinding    

(o)   Com  Milling,  Ac— Chancelot,  Junc- 
tion, and  Kegent  Flour  Mills  . 

(j)    Various — 

Preserves,  Confections,  Chemicals, 

Pickles,  and  Coffee 

Tobacco    

Miscellaneous    

Soap  


JJAMK   or  80CTKTT. 


Kettle  Baking 

Newburgh  and  Mount  Pleasant  Baking 


Total  . . 
Scottish  Laundry  (Barrhead) 


Littleborough 

Huthwaite  

Desborough , 

Broughton  and  Pelaw 

Batley    

Bury  and  Badclifle 

Leeds,  Broughton,  and  Pelaw 

Leicester,  Heckmondwike,  and  Bushden 

Keighley   

Dudley  

Birtley  

Broughton  and  Pelaw 

Longsight,  Leicester,  and  Pelaw   

Dunston,  Silvertown,  Trafford  Pk.,  Oldham.  Avon 
mouth,  Sowerby  Bridge,  Halifax  and  Slaithwaite 

Crumpsall    

Middleton    

Irlam,  Silvertown,  and  Dunston 

Manchester 

Hartlepool   

Leeds 

Rochdale 

Tralee 

Roden,  Marden,  Coldham,  Clitheroe  and  Crewe 

Higher  Irlam  

Shilbottle 


Total 


Shicldball  (Glasgow)  and  Ettrick  Mills,  Selkirk 
Sbieldhall  (Glasgow)    

Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 

Shieldhall  (Glasgow)    

Grangemouth .'. 

Total 


Productive  Societies,  1917. 

825 

LIABILITIES. 

ASSETS. 

, 

No.  of 

Txtans. 

Value  uf 

Em- 

Hem- 
ben. 

Share 

iiicludinf! 
any 

ReierTP 

Value  of 
stock 

B'ldings, 

to 
the 

on 

and 

Pr°oT   "''h'ir 

Capual. 

Overdraft 
from 
bank. 

Fund 

in 
Trade. 

ery,  and 
Fixed 
Stock. 

Society 

for 
Oooda. 

Sl»t. 

£ 

X- 

i- 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£     1    £      \        £ 

95 

490     1455 

23 

243 

!341 

743 

. .  1   1048 

06 

0 

416 

90 
97 

348     711 

100 

97 

262 

1018 

6 

4 

.332 

6620 
fc78 

283022 

316996 
12203 

124207 

48313 
1239 

237013 

19743 

460925 

26422 

1359 

110676 

5060 

2635 

10915 

7072 

1271 

164 

10324 

98 

58881 

34702 

22952 

140 

9905 

99 

91466 

59601 

30121 

670 

36750 

100 

56696 

45312 

8496 

400 

18874 

101 

128579 

98725 

22469 

1174 

49146 

102 

32903 

20851 

5247 

251 

20105 

103 

147495 

107384 

591i:9 

724 

41509 

104 

112828 

64699 

28883 

1556 

113587 

105 

394349 

305141 

59028 

2884 

191541 

106 

15521 

6092 

4956 

84 

96  7 

10-/ 

19458 

8037 

9716 

100 

1IL44 

108 

4574 

1271 

1293 

28 

2921 

109 

68107 

49751 

11129 

319 

34107 

110 

190290 

101298 

26364 

1399 

1.  097:! 

111 

1992080 

1188635 

467390 

1064 

ir,4:)ir. 

iiy 

a9703 

24823 

27191 

476 

:)fi,<i97 

113 

349989 

25711-8 

64508 

920 

85^.''.-l 

114 

649128 

433173 

97822 

1567 

124079 

115 

160469 

132284 

11250 

790 

50588 

no 

88319 

14508 

2610 

20 

2080 

117 

29539 

19508 

6352 

176 

i.iogn 

118 

15069 

17149 

• 

20 

2018 

119 

328 

31 

12 

1079 

120 

16H594 

53567 

156040 

818 

15134 

121 

81765 

28632 

98695 

145 

4577 

122 

22793 

88 

18720 

824 

211.^9 

4907873 

3067440 

1240360 

III. 
15056 

III. 
1159220 

123 

212014 

183519 

67088 

2148 

128882 

124 

101896 

96304 

12813 

1116 

80397 

125 

75753 

42142 

29571 

..   i   .. 

896 

85556 

126 

66222 

30511 

34258 

37-2 

2-645 

127 

619905 

819332 

70002 

218 

45712 

128 

90988 

69444 

22072 

680 

42442 

129 

59580 

35574 

978 

222 

11837 

130 

145296 

65816 

44630 

371 

28232 

131 

64058 

51204 

17060 

158 
II. 
1241 

18893 

II. 

100124 

1328712 

893846 

298172 

6977 

509720 

Buying  Branches  and  Service  Departments.        in.  In  Purchasing  Depots,  Shipping  and 
Building  Departments,  Creameries,  &c. 


826 


Returns  Relating  to 


OBJECT  OF  HANTT7ACTT;BE. 


NAME  OF  SOCIETY. 


ScoTUMV— Continued. 
(H)  Baking 

(I)  Laimdry 


EnOUBH  WHOI.ESALK  SOCIETY. 

a)  Flannel 

»  Hosiery 

a)  Corsets 

a)  Shirt  Factories   

a)  Woollens 

a)  Weaving  Sheds 

a)  Clothing  Factories    

b)  Boot  and  Shoe  Works 

c)  Iron  Works 

c)  Hardware 

o)  Tinplate   

D)  Cabinet  Works 

f)  Printing  Works 

g)  Flour  Mills 


J)  Biscuits,  Sweets,  &c.    . 

j)  Preserves,  Pickles,  &c. 

;j)    Soap,  &c 

J)   Tobacco    

j)    Lard  

J)    Brushes    

■j)   Paints   

J)    Creameries 

J)    Farms   

J)    Margarine 

J)    Colliery  


Scottish  Wholesale  Sooibtt. 

(a)  Woollen  and  Clothing 

(B)   Leather,  Boots  and  Shoes 

(D)  Cabinet,  Brush,  Saddlery,  &  Tinware 

(p)   Printing  and  Bookbinding 

(G)  Com  Milling  &c.— Chancelot,  Junc- 
tion, and  Kegent  Flour  Mills   . 

(J)    Various— 

Preserves,  Confections,  Chemicals, 

Pickles,  and  Coffee  

Tobacco    

Miscellanous 

Soap  


Kettle  Baking 

Newburgh  and  Mount  Pleasant  Baking 

Total 

Scottish  Laundry  (Barrhead) 


Littleborough 

Huthwaite  

Desborough 

Broughton  and  Pelaw 

Batley    

Bury  and  Radclifle 

Leeds,  Broughton,  and  Pelaw 

Leicester,  Heckmondwike,  and  Rushden   

Keighley   , 

Dudley  , 

Birtley   , 

Broughton  and  Pelaw , 

Longsight,  Leicester,  and  Pelaw    

Dunston,  Silvertown,  Trafford  Pk.,  Oldham,  Avon 
mouth,  Sowerby  Bridge,  Halifax  and  Slaithwaite 

Crumpsall    : 

Middleton    

Irlam,  Silvertown,  and  Dunston 

Manchester 

Hartlepool   

Leeds 

Rochdale 

Tralee    

Roden,  Marden,  Coldham,  Clitheroe,and  Crewe 

Higher  Irlam   

Shilbottle  


Total 


Shieldhall  (Glasgow)  and  Ettrick  MUls,  Selkirk 
Shieldhall  (Glasgow)    

Edinburgh  and  Glasgow 

Shieldhall  (Glasgow)  

Grangemouth 

Totol 


Pkodoctive  Societies,  1917.                          '    827 

Sales 

Profits 

NET  PROFIT  (after  paring  share  Interest  Ktsted- :  HOW  DIVIDED. 

To  Capital. 

To  Latour. 

To  Purchaser. 

Subscriptions 

durinj;  the 
Year. 

during 
the  Year. 

Amount 

Rate 

Rate 
per  £on 
Wages. 

Amount 

Rate 

Educa 
tional 

Cliar 
table 

1 
i 

Paid. 

cent. 

Paid. 

Paid. 

per  £. 

Pur- 
poses 

Pur- 

^r)f^es. 

& 

& 

£, 

& 

& 

s.  a. 

£ 

8.  d. 

& 

& 

95 

6931 

569 

67 

566 

3  0 

5 

96 

97 

3496 

588 

18 

262 

2  8 

1615181 

124575 

13489 

7513 

88126 

1390 

1420 

23549 

519 

253 

9 

8 

98 

83228 

2372 

1868 

\ 

99 

285549 

4465 

2948 

100 

71480 

3H01 

1802 

101 

217995 

8240 

3744 

102 

81829 

2869 

1181 

103 

288997 

3406 

4295 

104 

237569 

4398 

3709 

105 

1021611 

23925 

11870 

106 

34050 

771 

516 

107 

40597 

2648 

637 

108 

7712 

eU7 

154 

109 

99116 

1537 

2216 

110 

361752 

6651 

5951 

>o  a 

111 

10357562 

105222 

58406 

112 

364120 

41452 

2733 

113 

1142061 

105439 

10395 

114 

2222740 

53' 97 

20590 

115 

1066487 

12541 

5707 

116 

309784 

21466 

1702 

117 

42352 

1463 

948 

118 

22123 

51 

445 

119 

30566 

el89 

7 

120 

68715 

12598 

4846 

121 

94584 

2007 

1359 

122 

29026 

«930 

379 

18581555 

t418653 

148408 

123 

447810 

19998 

6929 

124 

423066 

8388 

3338 

125 

106077 

5742 

2490 

126 

132818 

7364 

2176 

127 

3154186 

18837 

17131 

^  0  5J 

128 

549236 

23827 

2990 

129 

402317 

12710 

1970 

180 

828768 

19521 

4771 

1 

131 

250599 

6770 

2098 

6294857 

123107 

48893 

e  Loss,     t  After  deducting  the  loss  of  £1266. 
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Detailed  List  of  Subscriptions  Received  from  Societies. 


831 


Detailed  Cist  of  Subscriptions  Jleceived 
from  Societies 

PROM    1st    JANUARY    TO    SlsT    DECEMBER,    1917. 


IREIiAN  D. 

Members.  SOCIETIES.  £    s.  d. 

430    Armagh  2    4  10 

770  Ballymena  and  Harry ville  ..402 

16000    Belfast    88    6  8 

120  Callan  Co-op.  Agricultural. .  0  12  6 

131    Clonmel 0    5  0 

124    Coalisland 0  12  11 

141    Drumaness    0  10  0 

1 15    Drumreaney 0  12  0 

364    Dundalk 2    7  1 

130    Dungannon  0  13  6 

750    Dublin  Consumers 3  18  1 

622          ,,      Industrial    3    4  9 

191          „       University 0  10  0 

980    Enniscorthy 6    5  0 

634    Enniskillen    3    6  0 

120    Foynes    0  12  5 

72    Greenore    0    7  6 

100    Inchicore   0  12  6 

381  Irish  Agricul.  C.  Wholesale..  3    0  0 

—  ,,  „       Organisation..  4    0  0 

—  ,,    Co-operative  Agency  ..110 
145    Lame 0  15  1 

1650    Lisburn  8  11  10 

174    Lucan 115  4 

98    Middletown  0  10  2 

250    Newtownards   1    6  0 

165    Ochilmore 0  11  0 

426    Portadown 2    4  4 

375    Queenstown 1  18  6 

66    Rosslare  Harbour      0    6  10 

321     Sligo    1    0  0 

187    Warrenpoint 1  19  0 

400    Waterford 0  10  5 

80    Whealt    0    8  4 

26512  £UZ  19  3 


Midland  Section— continued 
No.  of 
Members 


SOCIETIES. 


£    s.  d. 


MIDLAND    SECTION. 

Memb°ers.              SOCIETIES.  i    s.  d. 

380    Aberystwyth 1  19  7 

4386    Alcester 22  16  7 

173           „        Needle  Makers 1  ID  0 

11     Andrews      Co-op.      Watch 

Manufacturing, Coventry. .  0    5  0 

860    Annesley  Colliery  4    9  7 

490           „          Woodhouse    2  11  0 

648    Ashby-de-la-Zouch 3    7  6 

797    Atherstone 4    3  0 

220    Barrow-on-Soar    1    0  2 

1775    Barwell    9  10  1 

759    Bidford    3  19  1 

42701    Birmingham  Industrial    219    1  7 

190              „           Printers    1    5  0 


137 

1767 

2345 

46 

62 

320 

146 

2892 

688 

914 

10926 

4250 

672 

2784 

5875 

962 

2 

124 


192 
146 
22559 
51 
140 
273 

1156 

91 

31277 

73 

1794 

6741 

920 

210 

1162 

300 

815 

28 

431 

4752 

243 

249 

2880 

9313 

2002 

145 

178 

1900 

390 

H9 

648 
273 
479 
270 
193 


Blue  Lias   0  12    6 

Bolsover 7  16    4 

Boston 12    4    0 

Bourton,  Much  Wenlook 0    4  10 

Brassington  0    6    6 

Bridgnorth 1  13    4 

Broughton  Astley  0  15    3 

Bulwell   10  19    4 

Burbage 3    1    3 

Burton  Latimer  4  15    3 

Burton-on-Trent 55  17    3 

Cannock  and  District    22    2    8 

Chirk  and  District      3  10.   0 

Cinderhill 13  13    7 

Coalville 30  12    0 

Codnor  Park  and  Iron  ville  . .  4  16  10 

„     and  Selston  Baking  0    5    0 

Cogenhoe   0  12  11 

Co-operative   Product ive 

Federation 

Cosby  

Coventry  Licensed  Trade.. 

„  Perseverance  ....130    6 

,,         Waich  Manufact'g  0  12 

Croft   0  14 

Crompton  Boot  Manufact'rs 

(Desborough) 2    0 

Daventry    6    0 

Denton    0    9 

Derby 162  18 

Printers 0  15 

Desborough  9    4 

Dudley    15    0 


1  0 
1  0 
1  10 


0 
0 
0 

8 
0 
7 

0 
6 
6 
0 
0 
4 
0 

Earls  Barton 4  15  10 

0 
5 
3 
2 
0 
10 
0 
4 
6 
0 
1 
4 


Ellesmere  and  District    1    1 

Enderby 5  14 

Fenny  Compton Ill 

Finedon 4    4 

„        Boot  and  Shoe 1    0 

Fleckney    2    4 

Gainsborough  24  15 

Glenfield 1    5 

„        Progress  Boot  &  Shoe    2    1 

Grantham 15    0 

Great  Grimsby 46  10 

Great  Wigston 10  10 

Groby  0  15 

Hackleton (t  18 

Halesowen  and  Hasbury  ....  9  18 

Harbury 2    0 

Harlestone 0  15 

Harpole 3    7 

Hathern 1    8 

Higham  Ferrers 2  10 

Higham  Ferrers  Boot  &  Shoe  1  12 

Highley  1    1 


882 


Detailed  List  of  Subscriptions  Received  from  Societies. 


Midland  Section— «onMnt<«d. 

No.of  SOCIETIES.              &    8.  d. 

Members.  .„  „ 

8415    Hinckley 17  10  8 

103    Hollington 0  10  8 

4185    Hucknall  Torkard 21  16  0 

162    Huncote 0  17  0 

676    Huntingdon  8  10  2 

1224  Ideal  Clothiers- Wellingboro'    6    7  6 

5831    Ilkeston 28    0  0 

420    Irchester    4    9  6 

1088  Ironbridge  &  Coalbrookdale..    5    8  2 

690    Irthlingborough  3    8  2 

8640    Kettering    48  15  0 

651  „  Boot  and  Shoe 6    0  0 

1415  „  Clothing 8  10  0 

887  ,,          Corset  Manufac. . .    3    0  0 

276  „         Union  Boot  &  Shoe    2    6  0 

250    Keyworth   2  11  0 

8433    Kidderminster 17    6  8 

135    Kirby  Muxloe  0  14  1 

2617    Kirkby-in-Ashfleld 18  12  8 

314  „               „        Manuftrs.    1  18  0 

6302  Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar  . .  32    5  6 

6H5    Langwith  3    9  3 

456  Lea  and  HoUoway 2    7  1 

27816    Leicester   139    5  0 

558  „        Anchor  Boot*  Shoe    4  10  0 

100  „        Tenants  0  12  6 

988  „        Boot  and  Shoe 8    0  0 

84  ,,        Carriage  Builders. .     0  12  0 
—  „       Co-op.  Sm'llH'lders    0  10  6 
225  ,,        Morning  Star  Sun- 
dries      0  18  3 

390  „        Printing    2    8  0 

171  „        Self-HelpBt.&Shoe    1  10  0 

16928  liincoln  Equitable 87  19  7 

621  „        Land  and  Building..    3    4  10 

3000  LockhurstLane 15  12  6 

1087  Long  Buckby    5    8  0 

10843  Long  Eaton  57  14  7 

27  ,,         „       Printing    0    5  0 

518  Loughborough 2  14  0 

407  Lowdham  2    2  5 

12180  Mansfield  and  Sutton    59  16  2 

3100  Market  Harborough  17  15  0 

177  Markfield   0  10  0 

242  Mayfield 1    5  2 

2000  Melton  Mowbray 14    6  5 

236  Midland  Boot  Manufacturers    15  0 

47  „        Wood  Workers 0    5  0 

372  Milford    1  18  9 

362  Moulton 1  16  8 

457  Mount  Sorrel    2    7  0 

National  Managers' Assoc...    10  0 

2808  Netherfleld    15  18  11 

2291  Newark   11    2  0 

1246  Newtown,  Mont 6    9  8 

199  Northampt'nshire  Productive    1  10  0 

8194  Northampton    42  13  6 

15  ,,  I.L.P.  Boot.  .050 

16874  Nottingham  87  18  8 

110  ,,  Printers 0  15  0 

77!il  Nuneaton   40    4  8 

840  Oadby  1  15  6 

2663  Oakengates    18  17  4 

1179  Oswestry 6    2  8 

18149  Peterborough    94  10  6 

982  Pinxton  5    2  3 

78  Pioneer  Boot  Wks.,North'nt8    0  l.i  6 

67  Pits! ord 0    7  0 

60  Planet  Mutual  Insurance 0  10  0 

1601  Pleasley  and  Pleasley  Hill  ..869 

b92  Prees    1  15  0 

304  Radcliffe  on-Trent 1    5  4 


Midland  Section— eon({n««(i. 

Members.  SOCIETIES.  &    s.  d. 

286    Ratby  1    4    7 

1867    Raunds  Distributive 7    2    4 

1689    Retford    8    8    0 

190    Ringstead  Distributive 0  19    9 

26  ,.         Unity 0  10    0 

12182    Ripley 63    9    0 

1034    Rothwell 5    7    9 

222  ,.        "Avalon"  Boot  and 

Shoe  1  10    0 

616    Ruddington   •.    3    4    2 

7511    Rugby 39    0    0 

1674    Rugeley  8  14    4 

2461    Rushden 12  16    4 

60    St.  Crispin  (Raunds) 2    2    0 

792    St.  Ives  (Hunts.) 4    2    6 

170    St.  Martin's 0  17    9 

100    Saxby  0  12    5 

732    Selston    8  16    2 

1242    Shepshed   6  10    0 

4180    Shrewsbury   21  10    0 

110    Sileby     Boot     and     Shoe 

("Excelsior") 0  12    0 

259    Skegness 17    0 

8712    Soho 39    1     8 

508    SouthweU  2  12  11 

1252    Spalding 6    6    9 

234    Sperope     Boot     and     Shoe 

(Barwell)    1  11    6 

8009    Stafford  15  13    4 

1606    Stanton  Hill 8    7    4 

2578    Stapleford  and  Sandiacre 13    8    6 

302    Stoney  Stanton,  New 1  11    5 

5482    Tamworth 38    0    0 

1091-2    Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley 56  16    8 

507    Thrapston 2  12  11 

38    Tibberton 0    4    0 

1416    Tibshelf 7    7    6 

1051    Tipton 10  13    8 

13461    Walsall   77    5    0 

220         „        Locks&Cart  Gear. .    1  10    0 

274    WarsopVale 18    7 

440    Warwick     2    5  10 

1440    Wednesbury  and  Dist.  New..    6    6    0 
3356    Wellingborough  Midland....  17    9    8 

347    Welshpool 1  16    2 

158    West  Haddon   0  17    6 

800    Whitchurch  (Salop)   4    3    4 

410    Wigston  Hosiers 1  15    0 

596    Wirksworth 4  10    4 

530    Wisbech  Phoenix    2  17    4 

707    Wollaston 3  13    6 

6251    Wolverhampton 32  U    2 

124    Worcester  New  88    1    8 

244    Yardley  Hastings    1    5    5 

474357  £2618    5    6 


NORTHBRN    SECTION. 

n/i^";,**'               SOCIETIES.                  &    s.  d. 
Membei's 

606    Allendale    3    3  1 

351    Alston 1     4  :•> 

1958    Amble 10    4  0 

8809    Annfield  Plain 44  15  0 

5668    Ashington  Industrial 29  10  5 

9i(7           „         Equitable 5    0  1 

2268    Aspatria 1115  " 

910    Backworth    4  U  8 

1077    Barnard  Castle    5  12  9 

245    Bearpark  Colliery 1    5  6 


Northern  Section— continued. 

U^mhev,  SOCIETIES.               £    a.  d. 

622    Bebside  3    i    S) 

2365    Bedlington 12    6    4 

5052    Birtley  and  District  26    6    8 

19441    Bishop  Auckland    101    5    1 

12755    Blaydon-on-Tyne    6f>    8    8 

2284    Blyth  Central  11  17  11 

4039    Bo'ldon  Industrial  21    0    2 

1576  Brandon  and  ByshottleB  ....    8    4    2 

306  Brandsby  Agricult'l  Tsading    1  11  11 

1145    Broomhill 5    4    2 

182    Broughton  Moor 0    5    0 

611    Cambois 8    3    8 

10208    Carlisle    55  17    5 

355    Castle  Howard 1  17    0 

5631    Chester-le-Street     29    1    2 

496    Choppington 2  11    8 

6859    CleatorMoor    35  14    4 

395  Clive  Industrial,  Blyth 1  19  10 

278    Coanwood 1    9    0 

8149    Consett  16    1    4 

5  Co-op.  Bakeries  Ltd.,  West 

Stanley       1    1    0 

67  ,,         Laundries  Associat'n    0  15    0 

2288    Comforth  and  Coxhoe 11  18    4 

700    Coxlodge  and  Fawdon 3  13    6 

609  Craghead  and  Holmside  ....     3    2    7 

4800    Cramlington 25    2  10 

5880    Crook 29  17  11 

447    Dalston  2    6    6 

13876    Darlington 72    5    5 

10    Derwent  Flour  Mill    2    2    0 

2214    Durham 11  10    7 

808    Easington  Lane 4    4    8 

4118    East  Cleveland    21    9    0 

1684    Egremont  8  15    4 

771    Esh   ; 4    0    3 

1696    Felling  Industrial  8  16    4 

973         „       Shore 4  19    7 

110    Felton 0  13    9 

433  Pourstones  and  Newburgh  ..251 

231    Framwellgate  Moor  1    4    1 

14854    Gateshead 77    7    4 

—  Gilsland  Convalescent  Home    0  15    0 

608    Greenhead 1  12    I 

378    Grosmont  1  19    5 

767    Guide  Post 3  19  11 

1711    Guisborough 8  17    1 

1124    Haltwhistle  5  17    1 

11463    Hartlepools  69  10    0 

3365    Haswell 19    0  11 

367    Haydon  Bridge 118    3 

393    Hebburn  Colliery    2    0  11 

708    Hedgeley    ...» 3  13    9 

a-i-iS    Hetton  Downs 11  11    6 

90    Houghton  0    9    6 

462    Howick   2    8    2 

6193    Jarrow  and  Hebburn 42  13    6 

748    Keswick 3  17    6 

446    Kirkby  Stephen   2    6    6 

508    Lazonby  and  District   2  12  11 

2613    Leadgate    13    7    0 

532    Longtown 2  15    5 

396  Low  Moorsley 2    18 

911     Malton  and  Norton 4  14  11 

350    Marsden     116    5 

370    Marske-by-the-Sea . .     2    0    0 

5026    Maryport    25  12    7 

23985    Middlesbrougli 1  4  18    4 

1326    Middleton-in-Teesdaie 6  18    2 

2164     Murton  Colliery  11     4  10 

443    Naworth  CoUieriea 2    3    6 

114     Nenthead    0  12    0 


Northern  Section— continued. 

Members.              SOCIETIES.               £    8.  d. 

21 60  Newbiggin-by-the-Sea   10  14  7 

2500  Newbottle 13    0  0 

1180  New  Brancepeth 5  17  9 

86020  Newcastle-on-Tyne    187  12  0 

121           „        H'seholdFumish'g    10  0 

813           „         St.  Anthony's    ....     4    4  7 

1005  New  Delaval 5    6  0 

950  Northallerton  4  18  11 

—  NorthernSectionEducational 

Committees'  Association . .     0  10  0 

4957  North  Shields  25  16  4 

180  Otterburn  0  13  7 

750  Pegswood  8  18  1 

668  Pelton  Fell    8    8  6 

1676  Penrith    8  14  7 

610  Pickering  and  District 3    3  6 

1585  Pittington 8    5  1 

418  Radcliffe 2    8  3 

12.952  Ryhope  and  Silksworth    ....  62    8  9 

3823  Seaham  Harbour 17    6  2 

280  Sea  Houses  &  N.  Sunderland    19  2 

2098  Seaton  Delaval 10  18  6 

.321  Seghill 1  16  0 

4200  Sherburn  Hill  21  17  6 

1080  Shire  Moor    5  12  6 

187«  Skelton    10    0  0 

277  South  Hetton  Amicable  1    8  10 

5640  South  Shields  29    6  4 

1772  Stanhope  and  Weardale 9    4  7 

1414  Station  Town    7    7  4 

18191  Stockton-on-Tees    94  18  0 

19.')88  Sunderland   102    0  6 

1034  Swalwell 5    7  9 

620  Tantobie 3    4  7 

239  Tebay 1    5  0 

455  Thirsk 2    8  9 

2188  Throckley  and  District 11    5  1 

160  Togston  Ten-ace  ABrooinhill    0  16  2 

1485  Tow  Law    7  14  8 

2131  Tudhoe  Colliery 11    2  0 

2859  Tweedside 14  17  10 

1967  TyneDock 10    5  0 

2223  Walker-on-Tyne 11  11  7 

6856  Wallsend    35  14  2 

21.59  West  Comforth    11    8  10 

1576  West  Pelton 8    3  10 

4213  West  Stanley    21  18  10 

4882  West  Wylam  and  Prudhoe. .  24  17  0 

1818  Whitby    6  15  4 

143  Whitfield    0  13  8 

404  Wigton    .*...     4    4  2 

2183  Wiilington J...  11    7  0 

20(56           „          Quay  and  Howdon  10  14  2 

1627  Windy  Nook 8    9  6 

3147  Workington  Beehive 14  13  0 

2636              ,,           Industrial 13  14  7 


405040 


i;21H    0    9 


MORTH-IVESTERN     SECTION. 

Members  SOCIETIES,  £    s  d 

10880  Accrington  and  Chuioli    ....  54    0  I 

702             .,           Provident 8  13  1 

314     Addingham    112  8 

851     Adlington  4    8  8 

399    Ainsworth  Industrial 2     17 

311              ,.         New  Road    1  12  5 

367  Airedale  Worsted  Manufac.  4  10  0 

Hi    Allerton 2    9  2 


29 


North -Western  Section— continued. 

No.  of                   SOCIETIES.              £    s.  d. 
Members. 

850  Altofts 116  6 

3f^8  Ambleside 0  10  6 

5801  Ashton-under-Lyne   30    4  2 

3584  Bacup 18  13  4 

726  Bagslate 3  15  8 

852  Bakewell 116  8 

823  Bamber  Bridge 4    6  9 

384  Bangor    2    0  0 

148  Barkisland 0  14  7 

1778  Bamoldswick   9    5  0 

4'.132  Bamsley 245    9  7 

662  Barrowford  Industrial 3    9  0 

14856  Barrow-in-Furness 78    0  0 

6760  Batley 34    8  0 

850  Battyeford  Selt-Help 1  16  6 

200  Beeston  1    0  10 

2^  Bentham    1    9  10 

848  Beverley 4    8  4 

718  Billington  and  Whalley   ....    8  16  0 

3516  Bingley    18    5  9 

17500  Birkenhead  87  18  0 

35?5  Birkenshaw  18    4  6 

2260  Birstall   1115  5 

4334  Blackburn  Industrial    22  14  2 

4159             „          Daisyfield 2113  4 

4819            ,,         Grim  Shaw  Park..  25    2  0 

6993  Blackley 36    8  5 

11426  Blackpool 59  10  2 

139           „        Printers  1    6  0 

40403  Bolton     210    8  8 

52          „      Cabinet  Makers 0  10  0 

74  Bradford    „            , 0  10  0 

23882            „         (City  of)    193    5  6 

1464  Brierfield   7  12  6 

9092  Brighouse 46    8  6 

35405  Brightsideand  Carbrook....l84    8  0 

411  Brockholes    2    6  4 

213  Brooksbottoms 12  1 

549  Brvmbo  2  17  4 

761  Bryn  Gates    4  17  6 

727  Buckley 3  15  9 

18434  Burnley 96    0  2 

313         „        Self-Help  2  10  0 

15256  Burslem 79    9  0 

14100  Bury 73    4  9 

340  Buttershaw   1  15  5 

2331  Butt  Lane 12    2  10 

137  Calderdale  Clog  Sundries    ..100 

157  Carleton     0  16  4 

233  Carnarvon    1    5  0 

1993  Carnforth   10  15  0 

5730  Castleford  Industrial 29    8  6 

943  Cawl  Terrace    4  18  4 

1853  Cefn  and  District    9  12  0 

500  Central     Working     M.n's 

(Goloar) 2  12  1 

5551  Chester   28  18  4 

5100  Chesterfield 26    1  0 

8649  Chorley  19    0  1 

672  Churwell    3  10  0 

744  Clayton   4    0  8 

2554  Clayton-le-Moors 13    6  0 

5500  Cleckheaton 28  12  11 

638  Clifton 3  11  0 

1753  Clitheroe    9    0  0 

974  Close  Hill  5    0  0 

1877  Clown 7    8  6 

C341  Colne  and  District 3i    0  5 

7        I,     Valley  Co-op.  Baking.  .050 

1136  Colwyn  Bay  5    0  2 

H518  Conipstall ; 18    6  5 

4140  Congleton 21    5  5 


North-lVestern    Section— eonHmicd. 

MemWs.  SOCIETIES.               £    8.  d. 

466    Cononley    ' 2    8    7 

702  Co-op.  Printing  Society,  Man- 
chester   12  10    0 

358  Co-op.  Secretaries'  Assoc.   . .    1  16    3 
507  „      Sundries  Manufctg...    5    0    0 

286    Cowling  1    9  10 

228    Cowms,  Lepton 18    9 

22«    CraggV&le 13    4 

800    Crawshawbooth  4    3    4 

12502    Crewe  Friendly    66    1  10 

479    Crigglestone 2  10    5 

3464    Crompton  Provident 18    0  10 

1193    Crosland  Moor 6    15 

513    Crossbills  3  13    6 

3025    Dalton-in-Fumess 21    0    8 

9000    Darwen  Industrial 46  17    6 

134    Deiniolen  0  10    t. 

750    Delph 3  18    0 

83  „     Woollen  Manufac.  . .    0  10    0 

816    Denaby  Main    4    5    0 

622    Denholme 3    4  10 

1673    Denton  and  Haughton 8  14    4 

14906    Dewsbury  Pioneers    76  12    0 

10  „         Co-op.    Laundry 

Association 0    5    0 

823    Diggle 1  18    8 

353    Disley 115    9 

198    Dobeross.   0  19    1 

200    Dogley  Bar    1    0  10 

16517    Doncaster 86    0    6 

398    Dove  Holes    2    1    6 

383    Driffield 1  19  11 

1201    Drigblington 6    4    0 

7406    Droylsden 38  11    4 

823    Eagley 4    5    9 

1061     Earby  •. 5  10    6 

3461     Earlestown    18    0    6 

228    Eccles  Manufacturing 3  10    0 

19180         „      Provident 99  17    1 

669    Eccleshill 3    9    7 

691    Eckington 3    1    7 

315    Edenfield    1  12   4 

600    Edgworth  3    2    6 

825    Egerton  1  13  10 

115    Eifl  Workmen's 0  12    0 

1722    EUesmere  Port    8  19    6 

459    Emley 2    7  10 

840  Employ6s'Prov.(PortS'light)    4    7    6 

165    Escrick  and  District 017    2 

171    Ewloe  Place 0  14    2 

11836    Failsworth 61  19    1 

8883    Farnworth  and  Kearsley 46    5    4 

150    Ffynnon  Groyv*  0  15    7 

176    Firgrove 0  18    4 

3220    Fleetwood 16  15    4 

920    Flint  and  Oakenholt 4  15  10 

822    Fjlde— Kirkliam 4    5    7 

302    Gargrave Ill    6 

1560    Garston  and  District 7  17    (i 

h389    Glossop  Dale 17    8    0 

1057    Golcar 6  10    1 

1110    Gomersal    5  13    7 

a'iOO    Goole   18    4    8 

169    Grange  Moor  Friendly 0  17    4 

359  Grasscroft 1  17    0 

8669    Great  Harwood    18  11    9 

7072    Great  Horton    36  16    8 

191    Great  Rocks Ill    7 

825    Greenfield 4    6    0 

616  Greengates  &  Apperiey  Bdg.    8    6  11 

122    Gregson's  Lane   0  12    5 

1320    Guiseley 6  18    3 


North-Western    Bection— continued. 

Membeis  SOCIETIES.               £    s.  d. 

1719    Hadfleld 8  19    1 

500  .,      HolIingworthCoal..    3    8    0 

12697    Halifax  Industrial 66    2    7 

2176    Handsworth  Woodhouse U    6    8 

6000    Harrogate 31    5    0 

1010    Hasland 5    5    2 

3421    Haslingden  Industrial 16  13    6 

542    Haughton  Green 2  16    6 

478    Hawarden 2    9    9 

808    Hawkshead   1  11    0 

1086    Haworth 5  13  10 

5fi0    Hayfield 2  18    6 

1308    Hazel  Grove 6  16    3 

286    Heapey  Busy  Beo   1    9    8 

475    Healey 2    9    8 

495  Heath  and  Williamthoi-pe  . .     1  17    2 

903  Hebden  Bridge  Fustian  Mfg.    10    0    0 

2974  „           „        Industrial    ..15    9    9 

9020    Heckmondwike   47    0    0 

—  ,,  Co-op. Dyeing 

&  Cleaning    0    5    0 

428    Helmshore 2  13    6 

438    Heptonstall   2    5    8 

•     666    Hepworth  3    9    7 

5606    Heywood    29    3  11 

150    Higham  0  15    7 

1412    Higher  Hurst   7    7    1 

200    Higher  Walton 1    0  10 

3051    Hillhouse  Perseverance   15  17  10 

757    Hill  Top  (Paddock) 3  16  U 

1164    Hinchliffe  Mill 6    0    5 

2969    Hindley  15    9    3 

966    Hindsford 5    0    7 

266    Hoddlesden    1    7    8 

—  Holiday  Fellowship   0  10    0 

781    HoUingworth    4    1    3 

328    Holmfield   1  14    0 

4  Holmflrth  Boot  and  Shoe    . .     0  10    0 

1110    Holyhead   5  14    7 

1266    Honley 9  17     1 

2080    Horbury 10  12    6 

3719    Horwich 19    7    5 

18942    Huddersfield : 98  13    0 

26232    Hull 136  12    5 

65        „    Printers   0  10    6 

224    Hulton  and  Chequerbent 1    8    4 

983    Hurst  Brook  5    2    5 

3454     Hyde  Equitable    18    0    0 

7  ,,     Co-op.  Laundries  Asso.    0    5    0 

200    Illingworth        1  10  10 

572    Ingleton 2  19    7 

269    Junction  (Delph) 18    0 

295  Junction  House,  Slaithv^aite.    1  10    2 

11350    Keighley 58  19    4 

17  „      Laundries 07    6 

2755    Kendal 14    7    0 

879    Killamarsh    4  10    2 

1224    Kilnhurst  6    7    6 

1190    Kippax    6    4    0 

316    Kirkburton    1  12  11 

504    Kirkby-in-Furness 2  12    6 

310    Kirkheaton    1  12    4 

13157    Lancaster  and  District 68  10    8 

86    Lane  Bottom    0    8    4 

4b0    Lane  Dyehouse   2  10    0 

325    Langdale    114    4 

64847    Leeds  Industrial 337  14  10 

4174    Leek  and  Moorlands 21  14    9 

119        „     Silk  Twist  2    0    0 

556    Lees  and  Cross  Boads 2  17  11 

124    Leeswood 0  12    1 

12639    Leigh  Friendly 65  16    6 


North-Western    Section— continued. 
Mfmb°ers.  SOCIETIES  £    s.  d. 

173    Lepton  Field 1    2    6 

214    Leven  Valley    1    2    4 

1975    Leyland  and  Farington    9    0    0 

959    Linthwaite 5    0    5 

2664    Littleborough   13  17    3 

1071    Little  Hulton    5  16    1 

738    Little  Lever 3  17    1 

43816    Liverpool  1  City  of) 228    4    2 

1053    Liversedge 6    7    6 

485    Livesey 210    6 

240    Llanberis    1    5    0 

427    Llandudno  Junction 2    4    0 

223    Llanfairfechan    1    0    0 

1-10    Llanrug 0  14    7 

1384    Longridge 7    3    2 

807    Longwood 4    2  11 

372    Love  Clough 119    2 

270    Lower  Darwen— Pore  Street    18    2 

249    Lower  Holker 1    6    0 

324    Low  Moor— Nelson  Street  . .     1  12    7 

419    Luddenden  and  District 2    8    4 

7i'4    Luddendenfoot    3  15    5 

184    Lumb  0  13    9 

7460    Macclesfield 39    7    9 

266  „  Silk  Manufac.  ..200 

331    Maelor  Agricultural  1  14    6 

488    Manchester     and      District 

Farmers 2  10  10 

15    Manchester     and      District 

Co-op.  Laundrips    1    0    0 

21143    Manchester  and  Salford  . .   .110    2    0 

—  „  Tenants ..300 

720    Market  Weighton  3  15    0 

1038    Marsden  Equitable 5    8    2 

12548    Masbro'  Equit.  Pioneers....  63    9    0 

1013    Matlock  Bank 6    0    0 

1207    Meltham  Industrial   6    o    8 

205           „        Mills  Provident    ..114 
810    Middlestown 4    3    4 

4100    Middleton  and  Tonge    21    7    2 

462    Midgley  2  17    9 

312    Millgate 1  12    6 

2106    Millom 10  19    4 

292    Milnrow 1  10    0 

838         „         Conservative 4    6    9 

1890    Milnsbridge 9  16  10 

1890    Mirfleld  Industrial 10    5    6 

921  „      Perseverance 4  16    0 

200    Mold  Junction 110 

7910    Moriey 41    4    0 

3144    Mossley  16    7    6 

746    Mytholmroyd    3  17    8 

112    Nantwich  Boot  and  Shoe 1    1    0 

—    National  Labour  Press 1  10    0 

9965    Nelson 51    3    2 

296    Netherthong 1  10  10 

444     New  Hey 2    6    3 

2878    New  Mills 14  15  10 

680    New  Moston 3  10  10 

320    New  York  (Penmaenmawr) . .     1  13    4 
13    North-EastLancashireCo-op. 

Laundries    0    5    0 

North-Western  Convalescent 

Homes    1  10    0 

—      North-Western  Educational 

Committees'  Association  ..110 

14482    Oldham  Equitable 76    8    6 

21687  „       Industrial 112  19    1 

3451    Ossett 18    8  10 

1816    Oswaldtwistle  9    9    3 

546    Oughtibridge     2  16  10 

207    Oxenhope  1    1    0 
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Detailed  List  of  Bubbcbiptions  Received  fbom  Societieb. 


North>WeBterii    Section— continued. 
M^mbe'rs.  SOCIETIES.  £    s.  d. 

280    Oxcroft   1    9    6 

2800    Padiham 14  11    8 

117    Pant-y-fownog   0  12    0 

1082    Parkgate  and  Berry  Brow    ..663 

1550    Park  Lane  8    16 

83    Peak  Forest 0    8    8 

151    Pecket  Well 0  16    8 

81833    Pendleton  161  13  10 

153    Penyffordd 0  16    0 

850    Pilsley 4    8    6 

750    Piatt  Bridge 3  18    1 

580    Pocklington 3    0    8 

9292    Pontefract 46    7    8 

570    Poynton  and  Worth  2  19    4 

27317    Preston   142    5    6 

5256    Prestwich  27    7    6 

2297    Queensbury   11  19    3 

2050    Queensferry  and  District 10  12    2 

6263    Radcliffe  and  Pilkington  ....  27    8    3 

3000    Ramsbottom  Industrial    23    9  11 

576    Ravensthorpe  2  18    4 

1555    Rawdon  8    2    0 

1176    Rawtenstall  Conservative    ..616 

1250    Rhodes    6  10    8 

290    Rhyl  and  District    1  10    0 

196    Ribchester 10    9 

836    Ripon  and  Diotriot 4    8    6 

6fil    Ripponden 3    8  lO 

1640    Rishton  8    0    5 

22001    Rochdale  Equitable  Pioneersll4  10  10 

218    Roe  Green,  Worsley . .    1    2    8 

2-94    Royton     12    9    4 

9752    Runcorn  and  Widnes    50  15  lO 

16385    St.  Helens 85    6    9 

.    331    Sabden 1  14    6 

2366    Sandbach   12    6    8 

282    Scapegoat  Hill 1    9    4 

2047    Scarborough 10  13    4 

8    Scar  Wood  Coal 0    5    0 

1278    Scissett   6  10  11 

■1512    Scunthorpe 23  10    0 

148    Sedbergh    0  15    5 

880    Selby  aid  District  4    9  10 

355    Shawforth 1  17    0 

416    Sheepridge 2    3    4 

27578    Sheffield  and  Ecclesall 143  12    0 

402    Shelley    2    1  10 

501    Shepley  2  12    1 

361    Siddall 1  18    4 

1191    Silsden    6    4    0 

6040    SUverdale 31    9    2 

—    Skelldale  Dairy  0    5    0 

568    Skelmanthorpe    2  19    2 

1440    Skelmersdale    7  10    0 

2280    Skipton    11  11  11 

3000    Slaithwaite    15  12    6 

249    Smithy  Bridge 1    6    0 

575    South  Croslaud  &  Netherton    3    0    0 

2098    Southport 10  19    1 

4525    Sowerby  Bridge  Industrial  . .  23  11    4 

539    Stacksteads  2  14    9 

940    Stainland  &  Holywell  Green    4  17  11 

4643    Stalybridge    23  10    0 

111    Stanbury 0  11    3 

1509    Staveley  Town 7  17    2 

482    Steeton    2  10    3 

123S3    Stockport  64    9  11 

453  „  Great  Moor 2    8    8 

2855    Stocksbridge 14  13    6 

271    Styal 1    8    3 

203    Summerseat  <t  Brooksbot'ms    12    0 
550    Sutton  Mill 2  17  10 


Nortta-Western    Section— continued. 
M^mb^is.  SOCIETIES.  £   8.  d. 

2604    Swarthmoor  andUlveraton..  18  10    0 

769    Swlnton- Chorley  Road 8  19    0 

980  „         Moorside    4  16  U 

97    Sychton 0    6    0 

850    Tadcaster 6  10    4 

422    Thomson,  Wm..  and  Bona  ..350 

742    Thornton    8  17    3 

804    Todmorden— Bridge  End 4    6    1 

4739  „  Industrial  ...     24  13    8 

79    Tong  Park,  Baildon  0    7    6 

487    Tottington  Equitable 2  12    0 

389    Trawden     2    0    5 

382    Tnnstead   1  10    2 

84    Turn 0    8    9 

2188    Tyldesley   11    7  11 

151    Upper  Hopton 0  15    0 

1318    Uppermill 6  17    4 

462    Uppertown    2    8    1 

172    Wainstalls 0  17  11 

9515    Wakeneld,  Borough  of 12  12    1 

7861  ,.  Industrial 38    6    9 

3068    Walkden 15  10    0 

424    Walmer  Bridge    3    5    0 

730    Walsden 3  16    0 

213    Wardle    1    2    6 

16432    Warrington  85  11    8 

200    Water 114 

664    Waterfoot 8    8    5 

919    Waterioo    4  14    9 

1180    Westhoughton  Friendly  ....    6    0    0 

1615  „  United 8    8    2 

44    West  Yorks.  Coal  Federation    0    5    0 
664    Wetherby  3    6  11 

2435    Whaley  Bridge 12  13    8 

147    Wheatley  Lane    ^ .    0  15    5 

125    Wheelton  0  18    0 

856    Whiston 4    8    6 

10S9    Whitefield  and  Unsworth    . .    6  12    4 

428    Whitewell  Bottom 3    4    7 

72    Whitehough 0    7    6 

290    Whittlele- Woods   110    2 

976    Whitwortb 5    1    8 

510    Wibsey  Slack  Side 2  13    2 

7779    Wigan 40  10    4 

464    Wilsden 2    8    4 

8915    Windhill 46    8    8 

306    Winewall   Ill    8 

4305    Winnington  and  Northwich..  22    4    2 

3611    Winsford    18  16    2 

505    Withnell 2  12    6 

782    Woodley 7    8    9 

640    Wooldale   8    7    8 

784    Woolfold    4    1    8 

4501     Worksop 23    8  10 

2250    Wrexham 11  14    4 

12200    York  Equitable    63  10  10 

530    Youlgreave    2  15    2 

—  Co-op.  Wholesale  Society  .  .600    0    0 

—  „       Insurance        „        . .  25    0    0 

—  ,,       Newspaper       ,,         . .  15    0    0 

1316708  Jf7;40    9  10 


SCOTTISH    SBCTION. 

MembeL.               SOCIETIES.               £    s.  d. 

525    Abbey  Green  (Lesmahagow).    2  15  0 

17894    Aberdeen  Northern    93    4  0 

201    Abemethy 1    1  0 

5418    Alloa    28    4  4 
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Scottish  Section— continued. 

MeiSbers.  SOCIETIES.                £    s.  d. 

1204  Alva  Bazaar 6    6  5 

68a    Anniesland    8  10  10 

1757    Arbroath  Equitable   9    3  0 

2004    Arbroath- High  Street 10    8  9 

1754    Ardrossan 9    2  8 

1474    Armadale   7  13  6 

600    Aucheiiheath 3    2  6 

1062    Auchinleck    5    9  1 

P43    Auchtennucbty  2  17  0 

2842    Avonbank 14  16  0 

4254  Bainsford   and    Grahauiston 

Baking 10    0  0 

IcO    Balfron   0  16  7 

1850    Bannookburn   9  12  8 

50    Banton    0    5  8 

3365    Barrhead    17  10  6   ! 

3583    Bathgate    18  13  8 

808    Beith    4    8  8   I 

2575    Bellshill  and  Mossend 18    8  3   , 

2150    Blantyre     11    5  0   | 

1752    Bo'ness  9    2  6   i 

1-212    Bonnybridge     6    5  0 

3562    Brechin  United 18    6  2 

340    Bridge  of  Weir 1  15  6 

2170    Broxburn   11    6  0 

2311     Buckhaven    12    0  9 

2058    Burnbank 10  14  i 

685    Burntisland  3  11  6 

333    Busby 1  14  8 

495    Cadder 2  11  6 

388    Calderbank 119  11 

2220    Cambuslang 1111  4 

1670    Cainelon 8  14  0 

536    Campbeltown   2  15  10 

1205  Carluke  6    5  0 

SSO    Carrick    4  11  8 

659    Carron 3    8  8 

140    Carronhall  and  Kinnaird 0    5  0 

383    Carstairs  Junction 1  19  8 

930    Cathcart 4  16  10 

770    Catrine    4    0  3 

847    Chapelhall     4    2  1 

358    Clackmannan  1  17  4 

693    Cleland    3  13  0 

8523    Clydebank 44    7  10 

300    Condorrat 1  11  3 

1253    Coalburn  and  District  4    3  4 

il52    Coalsnaughton 1    6  6 

307    Coaltown  of  Wemyss    1  12  0 

87D7    Coatbridge 45  16  4 

—  Co-op.  Convalescent  Homes 

Association    2    0  0 

2023    Cowdenbeath   10  10  8 

10397    Cowlairs 5J    3  0 

95    Creetown    0  10  0 

216    Crieff   1    2  6 

1110    Crofthead 5  15  8 

918    Crosshouse    4  17  8 

332    Cumbernauld    1  14  7 

491    Cupar  and  District 2  11  0 

559    Dalmellington 2  18  3 

889    Dalmuir 4  13  8 

717    Dairy   3  14  8 

12206    Dalziel     53    3  1 

111    Darngavil  0  12  7 

1135    Darvel 5  18  3 

1024    Denny  and  Dunipace    5    7  1 

304    Douglas  Provident 1    2  10 

295           „        Water    1  10  9 

777     Dreghoru    3  19  3 

4549    Dumbarton   23  13  10 

2852  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown.  14  18  6 


Scottish    Section — continued. 

Members.  SOCIETIES                £    s.  d. 

477    Dunblane  2    9    8 

2177    Dundee  (City  of) 11    0    6 

2660  „       and  District  Coal  . .  10    0    0 

10674    Dunfermline 55  11  10 

524  Duntocher  and  Hardgate    . .     2  14    7 

1935    Dykehead  and  Shotts    10    1    7 

2103    Dysart 10  19    1 

304    Earlston 1  11    8 

180    East  Kilbride    0  18    9 

1060    East  Wemyss    5  10    5 

—  Edinburgh— People's  Bank. .     2    0    0 

49521  „            St.Cuthbert'8..257  18    5 

180    Fergushill 0  18    9 

468    Era  erburgh 2    6    8 

115    Freuchie  Eeform    0    6    0 

2583    Galashiels 13    9    0 

1392    Galston   5    8    2 

91    Gavieside  0    9    6 

1016    Gilbertfield   5    5    5 

200    Glasgow— Civic  Press   2    2    0 

2550  ,,         Drapery* Furnish.  14    0    0 

12770  „         Eastern 66  10    0 

24050  „  KinningPark 125    5    2 

2696  ,,         London  Road 14    1    0 

4703  ,,  Progress 24    9  11 

19935  ,,  St.  George 103  16    7 

5941  ,,  St.Rollox 80  18  10 

209  „         United  Baking 25    0    0 

139    Glenbuck 0  14    6 

251    Glengowan    1    6    2 

1747    Gorebridge 9    2    0 

3822  Grahamston  and  Bainsford. .  17    6    0 

1510    Grangemouth  7  17    8 

161    Gree.  gairs    . .     0  16    8 

8647    Greenock— Central    45    5    6 

1056  „  EastEnd 5  10    0 

660    Guard  Bridge   3    8  11 

1248    Haddington  6  10    0 

7    Hamilton-Baking 2    0    0 

8674  .,  Central    19    2    8 

496  „             PalaceColliery..     2  11    0 

4478    Hawick    23    6  11 

156    Howwood 0  16    8 

263    Hurlet  and  Nitshill    1    7    5 

1003    Hurlford 5    4    6 

671    Innerleithen 3  10    0 

416    Inverness   2    3  11 

1377    Irvine  and  Pullarton    6  15  11 

374    Jedburgh  Store  Co 1  13  10 

2127    Johnstone 11    1    6 

886    Kelso    2    0    3 

2400    Kelty    12  10    0 

410    Kettle 2    2    9 

518        „      Baking  1    7  10 

582    Kilbarchan    2  19    4 

1737    Kilbirnie 9    Oil 

11332    Kilmarnock  Equitable 59    0    5 

1750    Kilsyth   9    2    3 

1328    Kilwinning    6  18    4 

209    Kingseat 12    0 

261    Kirkconnel    1    7    2 

2020    Kirkintilloch .10  10    5 

1660    Lanark  Provident 8  13    0 

622    Langholm 8    5    0 

821    Larbert  4    5    6 

1825    Larkhall 9    7    3 

1887  „        Victualling 7    4    9 

224    Lassodie 1    3    4 

175    LeadhillB 0    9    4 

36    Leavenseat    0    4    0 

8353    Leith  Provident      43  10    0 

407    Lennoxtown 2    2    6 


Scottish  Section  -eontinued^ 

Members.  SOCIETIES.            £    8.  d. 

288    Leslie  1  10  0 

1171          „     and  District 6    2  0 

2114    Leven  Reform 10  18  9 

a05    Linwood 1  11  2 

3P69    Lochgelly  20    2  6 

316    Lochwinnoch 1  12  11 

898    Longcroft  4  15  0 

1964    Markinch  10    6  7 

628    Mauchline 8    4  10 

155    Menstrie 1    0  4 

934    Methil 4  17  8 

850    Milngavie  4    6  i 

130    Moffat  Mills 0  14  0 

723    Muirkirk 8  15  4 

'  6370  Musselburgh  and  Fisherrow.  33    8  7 

435    Newarthill 2    4  6 

281    Newburgh  and  District 1    5  0 

722    New  Cumnock 3  15  3 

1656  Newmains  &  Cambusnetban.    8    9  3 

1192    Newmilns 6    4  2 

386    Newton   1  14  3 

180    Newton  Meams  0  18  9 

790    Newtonshaw 4    2    4 

414    Overtown    2    1  8 

1829    Paisley  Equitable   9  10  6 

6268          „       Manufacturing 25    0  0 

9687         ,,       Piovident 50    9  0 

490          „       Underwood  Coal 2    0  10 

5146  Pathheadand  Sinclairtown..  26  16  0 

472    Patna  1    4  7 

999    Peebles   4  10  9 

2498    Penicuik 12  16  7 

7152    Perth— City  of 87    5  0 

2250         „       Coal  5    0  0 

214    Plains      1    2  4 

1655    Pollokshaws 8  12  5 

2039  Port  Glasgow  (Fore  Street)..  10  12  5 

1884              „             Provident 10    0  0 

1400    Portobello 7    5  10 

946    Prestonpans 5    0  0 

2058    Renfrew  Equitable 10  14  4 

423    St.  Andrews 2    3  8 

78    Scottish  Co-op.  Laundry 10  0 

—  ,,  ,,      Veterans' 

Association    0  10  0 

—  ,,       "Co-operator"  ....     1    0  0 

1284    Selkirk    6  13  8 

7148    Shettleston    37    4  4 

205    Skinflats 18  0 

1160    Slamannan    5  19  8 

1342    Stenhousemuir 6  17  9 

1440    Stevenston 7  10  0 

5099    Stirling   26  11  1 

380    Stonefield  1  18  0 

604    Strathaven 8    4  6 

584    Thomliebank   8    0  10 

1495    Tillicoultry    7  16  0 

1686    Toll  Cross 8  15  7 

702    Townhill 8  13  0 

8232    Tranent 16  16  8 

1200    Troon 6    6  0 

2320    Uddingston    11  11  3 

5155  Vale  of  Leven— Alexandria. .  26  17  0 

348    Walkerburn 8  12  6 

295    Wanlockhead  1  10  10 

1647    West  Benhar    14  11  2 

6384    West  Calder 88    0  0 

292    West  Wemyss 3    0  0 

204    Wigtown    1    1  3 

3697    Wishaw  19    5  0 

—  Scottish  Agricul.  Organisatn.    2    0  0 

—  ,,       Co-op.  Wholesale  ..132    0  0 


Scottish  Bectlon—eonUnued. 

Members.      '  SOCIETIES.  £    s.  d 

—  Ayrshire  District  Association    10  0 

—  Central  District  Association.    0  10  0 

—  East  of  Scotland  District  A  sso.  '  0  10  0 

—  Falkirk  District  Association.    0  10  0 

—  Renfrew  District  Association    0  10  0 


488954 


£2672    4  11 


SOUTHBRN    SECTION. 

Members                 SOCtETIES.               £    8.  d. 

17  Addington 0    2  1 

1741  Addlestone    9    1  4 

2795  Aldershot 14  11  2 

150  Amesbury  0  15  7 

1674  Andover 8  14  4 

624  Arlesey    8    5  0 

673  Arundel  3  10  1 

2577  Ashford   6  14  0 

1185  Aylesbury  6    3  6 

5622  Banbury 29    5  7 

1460  Basingstoke 7  12  1 

1891  Beccles   10    9  6 

2375  Bedford  Progressive 12    7  5 

10H5  Berkhamstead 5  13  0 

369  Bishop's  Stortford  1  18  8 

1054  Bletchley  &  Fenny  Stratford.    5    9  9 

887  Bradford-on-Avon  4  12  6 

1601  Braintree  and  West  Essex  ..868 

325  Brandon     1  15  5 

1526  Brentwood  and  District   7  18  0 

5689  Brighton  Equitable 29  12  6 

8602  Bromley  and  Crays 45    6  8 

300  Burwell 1  11  3 

1375  Bury  St.  Edmund's 7    3  8 

491  Calne 2    6  5 

7420  Cambridge 38  18  0 

779  Canterbury    4    1  1 

95  Carterton    Agricultural    and 

Distributive 0  10  0 

3639  Chatham  and  District  18  19  1 

526  Chatteris 2  14  9 

4286  Chelmsford    26    6  0 

1234  Chesham 6    8  7 

100           „       Boot  and  Shoe  0  10  5 

1910  Chippenham 9  18  0 

2422  Chipping  Norton 12  10  0 

705  Clacton   3  18  5 

9247  Colchester  and  East  Essex  ..  48    3  4 

2750  Cowes 14    6  5 

536  Crawley  and  Meld 2  15  10 

592  Cromer    3    1  8 

423  Croxley  8    8  10 

7595  Croydon 89  11  1 

3000  Dartford 14  15  11 

976  Devizes   5    1  8 

489  Diss 2  10  0 

246  Dunmow     1    5  7 

318  Earls  Colne 1  13  2 

1860  Eastleigh    9  14  6 

1200  Ely   6    5  0 

9189  Enfield  Highway 47  17  2 

1405  Epping  7  12  9 

520  Fakenham 2  14  2 

1020  Faruham  and  District      5    6  4 

1817  Faversham    9    9  4 

3658  Folkestone 19    0  2 

848  Garden  City  Co-operators  ..    7  11  5 

175           „         „    Press 10  0 

6711  Gillingham 34  19  0 


Detailed  List  of  Bubbceiptions  Eeceived  fhom  Societies. 
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Southern  Section— eontimied. 
Members.                SOCIETIES.  £    s.  d. 

1524    Godalming 7  18    9 

888    Gomshall    1  15    2 

2543    Gravesend,  Borough  of 13    4    8 

7140    Grays    36  12    1 

2401    Great  Yarmouth 1    1    0 

435    Greenstreet    2    5    4 

3212     Guildford    14  11    8 

1674     Halstead 8  14    4 

1834    Harwich  and  Dovercourt. .. .    9  11    0 
1170    Haslemere  and  District    6    2    0 

477    Hastings,  8t.  Leonards,  Bex- 
hill,  and  District  2    9    7 

1864    Haverhill    9  14    2 

1220    Haywards  Heath     6    7    1 

738    Hemel  Hempstead 3  16    4 

1100    High  Wycombe    5  14    7 

475    Hitchin  United    2    9    6 

12788    Ipswich   66  12    0 

2830    King's  Lynn 14  14  10 

860    Leighton  Buzzard 4    9    7 

1200    Leiston    6    5    0 

1900    Lewes 9  16    2 

—  London-  Agricultural   Orga- 

nisation       2    0    0 

1412         „  Anchor 7    6    0 

„       Sav'gs  Bnk.    0  10    0 
77         ,,         Bookbinders  0    8    3 

—  ,,         British    Tobacco 

Growers    0  10    0 

—  ,,         British  Flax  &H'mp 

Gioweis    0  10    0 

—  ,,         Canteen  and  Mess..    5    5    0 
7526  ,,  Civil  Service  Supply  39    4    0 

57  ,,  C.  Bass  Dressers  ..070 
181  ,,  Brotherhood  Trust.  0  18  8 
90  „  Clothiers 0  10    6 

—  „  C.  Permnt.  Buildg..  10  10    0 

—  „  Co-partner  Ten.  Ltd    4    0    0 

—  ,,         Ealing  Tenants....     1  12    0 
27628  „  Edmonton    143  18    0 

—  „         Fisheries  Organisa- 

tion       0  10    0 

2115          ,,          Hendon  Industrial,  11    0    4 
8         ,,          King's  Cross   Pub- 
lishing Co 0    5    0 

307         , ,        Perseverance   1  15    5 

—  ,,        Tenant  Co-operators    1  16    4 
10701         .,        West  London 53  13    0 

2176    Lowestoft  11    6    8 

6340    Luton 33    0    5 

778    Maidenhead 4    1    0 

1084    Maidstone 4  10    4 

1841    Mai  don  and  Heybridge 6  16  1 1 

—  Medway  Ship  and  Barge  ....     1    1    0 

400    Melton  Constable  21    8 

498    Mere  and  District  2  11    0 

96    Middleton  Stoney   0  10    0 

2508    Newhaven 13    1    8 

1835    Newmarket   8  17    7 

655    Newport  Pagnell 3    8    2 

5126    New  Swindon  Industrial  ....  28    9    5 

10486    Norwich 54  12    4 

310    Olney    1  12    4 

11350    Oxford 59    2    4 

48         „       Builders 0    6    6 

5471    Parkstone  and  Bournemouth  28  10    0 

3507    Penge  and  Beckenham 18  13    5 

400    Petersfield 2    18 

1E697    Portsea  Island 8115    1 

347    Potton 1  15    4 

729    Rainham    3  14    4 

794     Ramsgate  4  19    3 


Southern  Section — continued, 
M^Xrs.  SOCIETIES.  £    s.  d. 

68    Ravenstone   0    7    1 

10863    Reading 56  11    6 

1800    Reigate    18  18    0 

459    Ringwood   2    7  10 

5440    River  and  District 28    6    8 

3456    Rochester 18    3    1 

399    Romsey   2    1    7 

1700    St.  Albans 8  17    1 

446    St.  Neots     2    6    6 

592    Saffron  Walden  3    4  10 

1860    Salisbury    8  18    0 

1173    Sawston 6    2    6 

690    Shanklin  Lake  &  Branstone    8  12    0 

4289    Sheerness  20  18    9 

3189  „  Economical 15  18    3 

P98    Sheringham 3    2    4 

41    Sherston  C.  Milling   0    5    0 

317    Silsoe  1  11    6 

4096    Sittingbourne   21    6    8 

2480    Slough  and  District   12    2    9 

7304    Southampton    27  10  10 

2500    Staines  and  Egham    12  17  11 

830    Stony  Stratford 4    7    6 

1602    Stowmarket 8    6  U 

43149    Stratford 219    1    7 

280    Sunningdale 1    6    0 

574    Swaffham  2  19  10 

90    Swanbourne 0  10    0 

1368    Thetford     7    4    2 

804    Tiptree    4    3    9 

744    Tonbridge 3  17    1 

1018    Tring    5    6    0 

I        4588    Trowbridge    23  18    0 

1        2608    Tunbridge  Wells 13  11    8 

I  '710    Walraerand  Mongeham 3  14    0 

764    Warminster 3  19    6 

6680    Watford 34  15    9 

8744    Weymouth 19  10    0 

608    Wickham  Market  2  12    5 

4555    Willesden  and  District 23  14    5 

430  ,,         Junction    2    5    8 

277    Wilton 19    0 

1606    Winchester  and  District 8    7    5 

1196    Windsor 6    5    0 

876    Witham 4    9    0 

2160    Woking  11     5    0 

2848    Wolverton 12    4    7 

56820    Woolwich— Royal  Arsenal  .  .295  18    9 
168  „  Indus.  Building.    0  17    6 

601     Wymondham    3    2    6 

1380  Yiewsley  and  West  Drayton .  6  15  6 
24'7  Union  Agricole  de  Jersey  .. .  15  9 
—    Railway  Clearing  House  ... .    2    2    0 

490065  £2558  10    3 


SOUTH-IVESTERN    SECTION. 

Members.  SOCIETIES.  £    s    d. 

92  Axmmster 0    9    5 

1512  Bath 7  17    6 

460  Bideford  Industrial 2    7  11 

480  Bodmin 2  10    0 

722  Bovey  Tracey   3  15     1 

2488  Bridgwater  12  14    0 

19695  Bristol 102  11    6 

66         ,,      Printers  0    6  10 

1200  Brixham 6    2    6 

572  Bruton 2    11 

945  Buckfastleigh   4  18    5 


840 
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Soutl^-Western  Section— continued. 

No.  of                 SOCIETIES.              £    a.  d. 
Meinr)er8. 

186    Budleigh  Salterton 019  S 

1000    Camborne 5    4  2 

2408    Chard 12    5  9 

775    Ooleford 4    0  9 

114    Colyton   0  11  10 

231    Comwood  1    4  1 

181    CuUompton  0  18  10 

120    Darite Oil  6 

5S0    Dartmouth 4    8  1 

729    Delabole 3  16  0 

445    DeTonport  Dockyard  Cante'n    2    6  4 

148  East  Harptree 0  15  5 

4312    Exeter 22    9  2 

980    Exmouth    5    2  0 

267    Falmouth  0    7  0 

1231    Frome 6    8  1 

300    Honiton 1  10  0 

220    Ilfracombe 2    4  2 

161    Kingswear 0  16  10 

160    Lee  Moor      0  16  8 

1647    liiskeard,  St.  Cleer&  District    8  11  6 

234    Lostwithiel    1    4  4 

253    Menheniot 16  0 

251    Minehead 1    6  2 

2000    Newton  Abbot 10    4  2 

119    North  Tawton 0  13  2 

215    Oakhill    1    2  7 

478    Okehampton 2    9  9 

2128    Paignton 11    1  8 

149  Pensilva 0  14  9 

1152    Penzance  6    0  0 

54196    Plymouth 272    110 

214            „          Printers 1     1  9 

970    Plympton  5    1  0 

715    Portishead 5    0  0 

5939    Eadstock    30  18  8 

112    Koche 0  16  0 

1152    St.  Austell 7    1  6 

380    St.  Blazey 1  19  6 

761    St.Columb  Road 4  19  6 

1200    Saltash    12    1  3 

600    Sidmouth  3    2  6 

580    South  Molton  and  District  ..304 

2566    Taunton 18    7  3 

691     Tavistock  2  15  6 

837    Teignmouth 4  10  9 

803    Templecombe I    9  4 

938    Tiverton 4  18  9 

3673    Torquay 18    3  1 

848    Torrington 116  3 

310    Truro  and  District 1  12  3 

4510    Twerton  on-Avon    23  10  0 

460    Wadebridge  2    7  11 

1389    Wellington  (Somerset) 7    1  5 

689    Weston-super-Mare 4  12  7 

2612    Yeovil 13  12  0 


137656 


No.  of 

Member 

4010 

.326 

278 
8668 

420 
1806 
1480 
1481 
2716 

411 


;£714    0    4 


WBSTBRN    SECTION. 

g  SOCIETIES.  £    a.  d. 

Aberdare    20  17    8 

Abergavenny    1  13    6 

Abergwnfl 1  14    0 

Abersychan  and  Talywain  . .  19    2  ^ 

Afan  Valley 2    7    1 

AUtwen  and  Pontardawe 9    7    6 

Ammanford 7  14    2 

Barry  and  District 7  14    4 

Blatnavon     14    2  11 

Blaengarw 3    4    2 


Western  Section— continued. 

Members.  SOCIETIES.                £    8.  d. 

8749    Blaina 45  11    4 

113    Bream 0  14    7 

340    Brecon  and  District 1  17    6 

1200    Briton  E'erry 6    5    0 

125    Bryn  Colliery 0  12    6 

502    BurryPort 2  12    3 

1073    Caerau  and  Maesteg    5  11    9 

4804    Cainscross  and  Ebley 25    0    4 

8068    Cardiff 15  18  10 

330    Carmarthen 1  14    4 

1000    Chepstow  4  19  11 

2864    Cinderfnrd 14  18    9 

128    Craigcefnparc 0  15    7 

7630    Cwmbach 39  14    0 

404  Cwmbran  and  Pontnewydd. .    2    2    1 

614    Cwmburla 4  14    4 

377    Cwmgorse 1  19    3 

231    Cwmllyufell  .   1    4    0 

1591    Cwmtillery 8    5    9 

572    Cymmer 2  19    7 

2725    Dowlais  Workmen's 15    4    8 

1126    Duflfryn,  Mountain  Ash    2  18    8 

8700    Ebbw  Vale    19    5    5 

735    Frampton  Cotterell  3  16    7 

716    Garndiffailh  and  Varteg 6    5  lO 

14255    Gloucester 71  18    3 

376    Glyncorrwg 1  19    2 

800  Gorslas  1  11    8 

1744    Hereford    9    1    8 

490    Kemble 2  11    0 

1470    Llanelly 7    7    0 

105    Llangennech    0  10  lO 

540    Llanidloes 2    1  10 

198    Lower  Cwmtwrch 10    1 

344    Lydney   1  15    0 

1617    Merthyr  and  Troedyrhiw 9    2    2 

3150    Mid-Rhondda  16    8    1 

2103    Nantymoel 10  19    0 

660  Neath  Abbey  and  Skewen   . .    2  18    4 

4780    Newport  (Mon.) 24  17  U 

2460  New  Tredegar  and  District. .  12  16    2 

267    Pontdu    .    Ill    3 

1676    Pembroke  Dock  8  14    6 

1387    Penarth 7    4    6 

402    Penrhiwceiber 2    2    0 

3506    Pen-y-graig   18    5    2 

410    Pillowell  and  Yorkley 2    2    9 

1365    Pontardulais 7    111 

184    Pontrhydyfen 1    0    4 

348    Pontyberem 1  16    3 

1697    Pontycymmer 8  17    2 

116    Pontyrhyl 1    2    6 

226    Porthcawl 1     8    4 

836    Resolven    4    7    0 

1785  Senghenydd  and  Aber  Valley    9    6    0 

184    South  Cemey  0  14    0 

4003    Stroud 20  17    0 

3734    Swansea 23    0    8 

801  ,,        Printers      0  10    6 

1392    Taibach  acd  Port  Talbot 7    5    0 

8358    Ton  Industrial 17    5    2 

925    Trecynon  and  Cwmdare 5    6    4 

2844  Tredegar  Indus,  and  Prov. . .  13  10  10 

1440    Treharris  7  10    0 

1660    Treorchy   8  11  10 

158    Trimsaran  0  16    1 

86    Upper  Lydbrook    0    9    0 

840  W.  Brecon  Farmers'  Assoc...    1  15    5 

140    Whitland 0  14  1 1 

4006    Ynysybwl 19    2    9 

185010  £701    7    1 
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SUMMARY. 

£    s.    d. 

26612    Irish  Section    143  19    3 

471357    Midland  Section 2518    5    6 

405040    Northern  Section   2111    0    9 

1316708    North-Western  Section    7510    9  10 

488954     Scottish  Section 2672    4  11 

490065   Southern  Section 2-5S  10    3 

137656    South-Western  Section    711    0    1 

135010    Western  Section 701    7    1 


842  Gash  Accodnt. 


THE    CO-OPERATIVE 


CASH 

FROM     1st    JANUARY 


UNITED  BOARD  OR 


Receipts. 

[Figures  in  ()  indicate  number  of  meetings.) 
Ist  January.  £    b.   d. 

To  Cash  in  hand — Cashier 14    910 

80tli  June. 

To  Bank  Withdrawals 32111  16    8 

£    s.  d. 
„  Receipts  on  account  of  International  Co  operative  Alliance   . . .     689    1     0 

,,  „  „  "  Hughes "  Scholarship  Fund 84  11     4 

„         „  „  "  Neale "  Scholarship  Fund 85    0    4 

„  „  „  Blandtord  Memorial  Fund   6r>  J2     0 

024     4     8 

„  Expenses  refunded  6  19    3 

,,  Cash  due  to  Congress  Fund    25    (i     0 


One  Central  Board  iMeeting :    Maucliester. 

One  Emergency  Conference  :    Loudon. 

Eight  Meetings,  United  Hoard  :    Manchester. 

Eleven  Meetings,  Office  Committee  :    Manchester. 

Ten  Meetings,  Sub-office  Committee;    (8)  Mancliester,  (1)  Birmingliam, 
(1)  Hereford. 

Deputations — 

United  Board  :  Altrincliani,  Chester,  Harrogate,  Haytleld,  Keighley, 

London,    Maccleslleld,    Mancheater,    Newcastle,    Nottingham, 

Oldham,  Sheffield,  and  Walsall. 
French  Coiiijress :  Paris. 

Riiskin  College  Meetings  :  London  and  Oxford. 
fntemational  Alliance  Meetings  :  London. 
War  Office  Commilteex  :    London. 
War  Emeraency  Committee  :   London  (20)  Meetings. 
Fooit  ConfereJicen  :    Bristol,   Leeds,  and  London. 
Boundaries :  Abersychan  and  Newport. 

Congress  Reception  Committee  :   Carditf,  Manchester,  and  Swansea. 
Scottish  Conference  :   Falkirk. 

Central  Parliamentary  Represenfation  Committee  :  London  and  Man- 
chester. 

Holyoake  Centenary  :    Birmingham. 


Carried  forward 33081     0 


Cash  Account.  843 


UNION     LIMITED. 


ACCOUNT. 

TO    31st     DECEMBER,     1917. 


CENTRAL   OFFICE, 

Expenditure. 

3lst  December.  £     a.   d. 

By  Bauk  Deposits    ^40.34    0    7 

,.  Cash  in  hand 33  18    5 

£    s.  d. 

„  International  Alliance  Subscriptions  paid  over 684  18     6 

„  Belgian  Distress  Fund  paid  over 289  10    0 

„  Prince  of  \Vales  P'und    0     9    0 

,,  Blandford  Memorial  Fiiml Lancaster 48    2    0 

Swansea ?0    0    0 

'■ 1042  19     6 

„  Loan  Investment — Co-operative  ^^'holesale  Society 7500    0    0 

„  Swansea  Congress —  £    b.  d.        £    s.   d. 

Travelling    260  15  11 

Expenses    343     0     0 

(General  Printijit; 85    5    2 

Ef  portinsi  and  Advertising 43     0     0 

Grant  to  Congress  Reception  Committee 815  15    6 

!i<)i:orariu  to  S-'cretaries 25     0     0 

1572  16     7 

„  United  Boabd  Meetings — 

Travelling    235  10  10 

Expenses    108  10    0 

314     6  10 

„  Office  Committee  Meetings — 

TraveUiiig    1 25     4     4 

Expenses    60  12     0 

185  16  10 

,,  SUB-OFFICE  Committee  Meetings — 

Travelling    48     3     2 

Expenses   27  10    0 

75  13     2 

,,  Conferences  and  Other  Meetings — 

Travelling    116    0    1 

Expenses      102     8  11 

218     9     0 

,  Central  Board  Meeting — 

Travelling 1^3    3    4 

Expenaea  61    0    0 

194     3     4 

,,  Special  Emergency  Conference — 

Travelling    211  16  0 

Expenses   167  10  0 

Hire  of  Hall,  &c 84     1  4 

Printing  and  Advertising    .'iS  12  9 

522     0     1 

„  Central  Parliamentary  Representation  Committee- 

Travelling    28    8    0 

Expenses   9    0    0 

Printing  43  12     0 

81     0     0 


Carried  forward 3194     5  10  32610  18 


844  Cash  Account. 


£     8.  d. 
Brought  forward 33081     9    6 

General  Co-operative  Survey  Committee  Meetings — 

FuU  Committee  :  Birmingham  and  Manchester. 

Constitution  Sttb-committee  :  London  (5),  Manchester  (4). 

Trade  Sub-eomminee  :  Edinburgh  (i ),  London  (X),  Manchester  (.3), 

York  (1). 
Educational  Sub-committee:    Carlisle  (2),   Glasgow  (1),   Leedn  (I), 

Manchester  (2),  Newcastle  (2),  York  (1). 
Deputations :   Bnhlin,  Ciranthani,  London,  Wolverhampton. 

PtIBUOATIONS  COMMITTEK — 

Manchester  (2). 

Joint  Committee,  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators — 
Manchester  and  Warrington. 

Special  Joint  Advisory  Council,  Trade-unionists  and  Co-operators— 
London  (2),  Manchester  (5). 

Conciliation  Board  Meetings:  Cardiff  (2),  Dewpbnry  (1),  Halifax  (1), 
Manchester  (3). 


To  Sale  of  Pamphlets.  Song  Books,  &c : .  674  6  7 

Rules  772  19  10 

Bond  Forms  and  Impressed  Stamps 9  6  3 

Co-operative  Directories 14  13  4 

Congress  Report 48  10  0 

"  Our  Story  "  215  17  9 

"  Industrial  Co-operation "    53  11  9 

"  Co-operative  Bookkeeping  " 92  2  4 

Exercise  Pads 34  19  3 

Managers'  Text  Book   167  3  7 

"  Co-operative  Secretary  " 29  18  5 

"  Co-operative  Auditing "    10  5  9 

"  Co-operation  for  All"    23  l  0 

Other  Publications 1 58  2  6 

Quarterly  Reviews 18  7  1 

Postages  repaid (16  4 


2379    8     0 


Trade  Dividend  and  Interest  on  Shares — 

Co-operative  Printing  Society    74  15    6 

Insurance  Society    2     4     6 

TT.  '     .  T,                                                                                             ■ 77    0  0 

Hire  of  Rooms    86  1 4  8 

Advertising- 
General  32     1  6 

Congress  Fund   72  15  0 

Holyoake  ifemorial  Tablet  (Birmingham),  Plvniouth  Society .i     6  0 


Carried  forward 35734  1 S     7 


Cash  Account.  845 


£    8.  d.  £     8.  d. 

_     „  Brought  forward    3194    5  10     32610  18    6 

Bj  General  Co-opekativk  Survey  Committee —  £    a.  d 

TraveUing    265  18     7 

Expenses   113    o    6 

General  Printing 70  10    0 

439     9     1 

.,    PUBLICATIONS   COMMITTEE — 

Travelling    43     g     2 

Expenses 19  14    0 

General  Printing    2     2     0 

65     4     8 

,,  JOINT  Committee  Tradb-Unionists  and  Co-operators — 

Travelling    16  17     7 

Expenses   11    o    0 

General  Printing 5    5     6 

33     3     1 

„  Special  Joint  Advisory  Council,  Trade-unionists, 

and  Co-operators — 

Travelling    58  17    2 

Expenses  24    0    0 

g2  17     2 

,.  Conciliation  Boards— 

Travelling   40  14    2 

Expenses  22  10    0 

General  Printing    28  16    0 

91  19    2 

,,  HoLYOAKE  Centenary.    BremNGHAM- 

Travelling,  &c 15    8    0 

Printing  and  Advertising    117    0    8 

Tablet 00    0    0 

222     8     8 

„  Salaries  and  Wages   1543  12     2 

„  Staff  on  Active  Service  3i2     8    6 

,,  War  Bonus   160    3     8  • 

,,  National  Health  Insurance 4    8     3 

.,  Auditing  and  Scrutiny  of  Voting    21     0     0 

2041  12     7 

„  Honorarium  (Mrs.  J.  C.  Gray) 104     0    0 

,,  General  Printing  and  Purchases — 

Circulars  and  Stationery 1275  19    4 

Publications 2181  19    9 

„  Purchased 1 30     4     0 

Impressed  Stamps    3    4     0 

2315     7     9 

„  Rates  and  Taxes 4l2  lO     0 

,,  Insurance 62     0  10 

„,       .  474  10   10 

,,  Cleamng 1 18  14    6 

„  Carriage 69  15     9 

„  Postages 490    0  11 

„  Coke,  Heating,  and  Lighting  117  17     7 

„  Telegrams   7  17     3 

„  Sundries 75    6    4 

„  Caretakers 27    1    0 

,,  Co-ot)erative  ISewSAmS.  Co-operator,  <fec 69  17     2 

,,  Advertising 23    9    6 

,,  OflBce  Furniture  and  Repairs 106  10    1 

.,  Legal  Advice , 236  14     0 

,,  Telephone  Rents  and  Charges  25    9    7 

„  Conference  Teas  16    4    1 

„  Registrar's  Lists  and  Reports    6    9    7 

„  Paper  and  Twine  15  16    0 

„  Railway  Contract 63    7     0 

„  lieporiing    5     3     6 

1455   13  16 

„  Grants  to — 

War  Emergency  Workers'  Committee    10  0  0 

International  Co-operative  Alliance    50  0  0 

Agricultural  Organisation — Scotland    4  4  0 

Hodgson  Pratt  Memorial 6  0  0 

Co-operative  newspaper  Society   150  0  0 

219     4     0 

Carried  forward 12015  16    0  32610  18    0 


846 


Cash  Account. 


£    8.  d. 
Brought  forward 35734  13    7 

COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION— 

Editeation  Committee  Meetings  :  Bristol  (1),  London  (1),  Manchester 

(2),  York  (2). 
Education  Sub-committee  Meetings:   Birmingham  (1),  Hereford  (1), 

>Ianchester  (4). 
Deputations  :  Belfast,  Birniingham,  Bournemouth,  Dublin,  Hudders- 
fleld,  London,  Manchester,  Mlddlesbro',  Shrewsbury,  Whitley  Bay, 

and  Winchester. 

Tutorial  Class  Committee  :  Leeds,  Liverpool,  Xottingliani,  and 
Oxford. 

Ruskin  College  :   London  and  Oxford. 

Summer  Schools:  Birmingham,  Bradley  Court,  I^ndon,  and  Ply- 
mouth. 


£    s. 

To  Donation  on  account  of  Secretaries'  I/ectures i4  15 

Fees — Management  Centres 8  15 

,,     i^e-ietario-:'  aiul  .Vuditinf;  Courses 20  12 

Co-operative  Bookkeeping  Class 62    3 

4     0 

10  15 

7    0 

9     5 


Elocution  Class 

Co  operation  Class  

Industrial  History  Class     

Economics,  &c 

Haw  Miiterlals  Class,  &c 

Entrance  Fees  and  Badges — Educational  lieague 
Individual  Examination 


Sale  of  Edufaiors  112 


268    4     9 


\ 


To  Summer  School  Receipts 229    5    3 

,,  Men's  Guild  Subscriptions £73  13  U 

„  Sale  of  Rules,  Badges,  &c 2  15    5 

76    9    4 

Four  Central   Council  Meetings :  Derby,  London,  Alanchester,  and 
Swansea. 

Deputations :   Glasgow,  Xewton  Abbot,  and  Torquay. 


Carried  forward S6308  12  li 


Cash  Account.  847 


£     B.  d.       £     8.  d. 

Brought,  forward 12015  16    0  32610  18    6 

£    s.  d.     £    s.  d. 
By  Bducatiokal  Committee — 

TraveUinsc    226    7    3 

Expenses  102  13 


Tutorial  Class  Committee— 


32!)    0 


SuMMEK  Schools — 

Kent  and  Boartliiig  .Ac'couiiiiodatioii  ..100  11  d 

Other  E.\penses 5  10  11 

General  Printing  and  Advertising 19     y  0 

Lectures  and  Travelling   -15  14  9 

Keturned  Fees   0     J  6 

Expenses  of  Lotiikin  School 43     0  .s 

I'lynioutli  Hcliool 11     1  <J 

,,         liinuingliaui  School 19  0 

Salaries  and  Wages   934     3  11 

War  Bonus    89  18  2 

National  Health  insurance 115  9 


6     4 


19     1 


Grants  to  Classes 29  i5  o 

„    for  Prizes 7    2  fi 

Prizes  for  Summer  School    17  10  0 

,,     J  iinior  and  Intermediate  Exams.  .'.  60    2  (i 

,.     Essay  Competitions 3  10  0 

,,    Secretaries'  Course 0  10  6 


■1025  17  JO 


EXAMINATION  EXPENSES — 

Bookkeeping  and  Auditing 12     9  0 

Management  14  14  9 

Secretaries'  Course *v. .  . .      5  12  (i 


lis  10     6 


Teachers'  Fees  an'.)  Expenses— 

Bookkeeping— Correspondence  ClasscB.  64  5  9 
TeacheiiJ    Expenses  attending  Summer 

Schools 8  6  6 

Auditing 9  9  0 

Women  8  Classes    ... 274  0  9 

Salesmen  and  Management  Classes. ...   40  3  4 

Lectures  for  Secretaries 12  12  10 

ijectures  for  Managers 13  6  0 

Puhlications    41  9  1 

Advertising  42  5  0 

Carriage 0  8  0 

Subscriptions 4  4  0 

Slides,  &c 36  9  10 

General  Printing 448  11  4 

Hire  of  Kooms    2  5  0 

•  irant  t«  Workers' Educational  Association  10  0  0 


32  10     3 


1006  16     5 
2845     5     1 


„  Me.n's  Gcild — 

Travelling    85    8  2 

Expenses  23    7  6 

Grant  to  Districts Ill  6 

Postage  and  Carriage 1117  1 

General  Printing 64     9  0 


176  13    3 


Carried  forward 16037  14    4  32610  18    6 


848  Cash  Account. 

£     e.  d. 
Brought  forward 3630S  12  11 

JOINT  PAKLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS— 

Lonrlon,  Manchester,  and  Xewcastle. 

£    I.  d. 

To  Expenses  repaid  by  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  331    3    6 

„     Scottish  Wholesale  Society   331    3    6 

602    7    0 

„  Cash  due  to  Secretary 152  10    8 

,.  Cash  on  Account  3l8t  December,  l!)16,  expended  per  Contra  ..       50    0    0 

202  10    8 

JOINT  PROPAGANDA  COMMITFEE  MEETING— 

(U)  Manchester. 

To  Expenses  repaid  by  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  136    b    6 


Carried  forward 37309  19    1 


Cash  Account.  8*9 


£     8.  d.       £     a. 
Brought  forward 15037  14    4  32610  18 

By  JOINT  Paruambntaky  Committee —  £    b.  d. 

Travelling   -260    6    2 

Expenses  102  15    0 

Secretary!!  Salary  130    0    0 

Office  Assistance 155    5    0 

Rent,  Cleanins.',  &c 71     2     8 

Secretary's  Expenses — London  5l  18    5 

„                 „         Trovincial  Towns 97  15     3 

Parliamentary  Bills,  Papers,  &c 48    0  10 

Postage,  Carriage.  Telegrams,  Ac 80    ■i    " 

Sundries 6  11  10 

Subscriptions 22  lO    0 

General  Printing 423     4     0 

Office  Furniture 109    9    8 

1559     2     5 

„  JOINT  Propaganda  Committee — 

TraveUing   19  13  0 

Expenses    1 1  10  0 

Agent's  Expenses — Propaganda 47    0  10 

Salary    142    0  0 

War  Bonus  10    7  0 

„                 Insurance    0    5  0 

Special  Propaganda  59  13  0 

290     9     4 


16887     6     1 
16887     6     1 


Carried  forward    . .    .    49498    4     7 


860 


Cash  Account. 


IRISH 


General. 
£     8.    d 
Brought  forward    37309  iD    i 

To  Subscriptions    143  19    3 

„  Audit  Fees  received    ; l2i  16    0 

,,  Cash  in  hand lO    0    0 


EXKOUTIVE  MkETINOS— 

Armagh,  Belfast  (5),  Dublin,  Dundulk,  and  Purtadown. 

CONERENOKS — 

Dublin  and  Lisburn. 

Deputations,  tfcc.  ;  Armagh,  Ballymena,  Belfast,  Cork,  Dublin, 
Dundalk,  Duugannon,  Enniskillen,  Larne,  Lisburn,  London- 
derry, Middletown,  and  Portadown. 


Carried  forward 37»85  14     4 


Cash  Account.  861 


EXECUTIVE. 


0«n«r»i. 
£      s    d 
Brought  forward    49498    4     7 

B7  Executive  Meetings —  £     g.  d.    £     a.  d. 

TraveUlng   27    2    3 

Expenses 915    0 

36  17     3 

,,  Conferences,  &c. — 

Travelling    22  1 3    1 

Kxpenses  11     7     6 

34    0    7 

„  Secretary  and  PRorAOANDisT — 

Propaganda 134    6    6 

Salary 200    0    0 

War  Bonus    22  10    0 

356  16    6 

„  Oeneral  Printing    8    8  11 

„  Qrant  to  Women's  Co-operative  Guild 50    0    0 

Total  Expenditure -: 486     3     8 

,  Cash  in  hand    10    0    0 


Carried  forward 49994    7  lO 


862  Ga8u  Account. 


MIDLAND 

General. 
£     s.  d. 
Brought  forward    37586  U    4 

To  SubacriptloiiB    2618    6    6 

,,  CMh  In  hand    14  1 5    2 


Sbotionat,  Board  Mketings— 

Birmingham,  Burton-on-Trent,  Kidderminster,  Leicester,  Lincoln, 
Nottingham,  Peterboro",  Rugeley,  Shrewsbury,  and  Smethwick. 

CONFEEENOES  AND   EXECUTIVE  MEETINGS — 

Atherstone,  Birmingham,  Bristol,  Burbage,  Burton-on-Trent,  Can- 
nock. Chirk,  Derby,  Daventry,  Grantham,  Jacksdale,  Kettering, 
Kidderminster,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Long  Eaton,  March,  Newark, 
Northampton,  Nottingham,  Nuneaton,  Oswestry,  Retford,  Roth- 
well,  Rugby,  St.  Martins,  Selston,  Spalding,  Stafford,  Stirchley, 
Tam worth,  Tibshelf,  Wellingboro',  Welshpool,  West  Bromwich, 
Wigston,  Woodbrooke,  and  Wolverhampton. 

Depntatiws :  Barrow-on-Soar,  Burmingham,  Bottesford,  Daventry, 
Derby,  Enderby,  Groby,  Leicester,  Lowdham,  Manchester, 
Mount  Sorrel,  Rugby,  Skegness,  Stircliley,  Tamworth,  Thraps- 
ton,  and  Worcester. 

Public  Meetings  :  Barwell,  Bordesley,  Bui-ton-on-Trent,  Brassinpton, 
Campden,  Castle  Donnington,  Chirk,  Chilwell,  Cinderhill,  Clee 
Hill,  Coalbrookdale,  Craven  Arms,  Evesham,  Gainsboro', 
Gotham,  Harlxinrne,  Holloway,  Ilkeston,  Ironbridge,  Keg- 
worth,  Kirkby  iu-Ashfleld,  Lincoln,  Long  Buckby,  Long  Eaton, 
Ludlow,  Mansfield,  Market  Harboro',  Minsterley,  Newark, 
Newtown,  Northampton,  Rainworth,  Raunds,  Retford,  Riplev, 
Rushden,  Shardlow,  Skegness,  Southwell,  Stanton  Hill,  Spa rkhill, 
Sutton,  Swadlincote,  thrapston,  Warsop,  Welshpool,  West 
Bromwich,  Whitchurch,  and  Worcester. 

Propaganda  Meetings :   Burton-on-Trent  and  Northampton. 

Conciliation  Board  Meetings  :  Biirton-on-Trent,  Derby,  Leicester, 
Shrewsbury,  and  Walsall. 

Hoicrt  and  Wages  Board  Meetings  :  Birmingham,  Boston,  Burbage, 
Cinderhill,  Hueknall,  Kettering,  Kirkby-in-Ashfleld,  Leicester, 
Lincoln,  Lockhurst  Lane,  Netherfleld,  Newark,  Northampton, 
Nottingham,  Sandiacre,  Shrewsbury,  Tamworth,  Wellingboro*, 
and  Wigston. 


Carried  forward 40118  15    0 


Cash  Account.  85:-) 

SECTION. 

Gener»l. 
£     ?.  d. 
Brought  forward 49994     7  10 

Hy  Sectional  Board  Meetings —  £     s.  d,    £     s.  d. 

TraveUing    106    2  11 

Expenses  23    0    0 

129    2  11 

,,    COSFERKNCES,   &C. — 

Travelling    172  13    3 

Expenses  74    2    6 

246  15     C 

,,  Hours  and  Wages  Board — 

Travelling    3  18  11 

Exrenses    3  10    0 

Printing,  &o 11  16    C 

19    5     5 

,,  CoNoiijATiON  Boards — 

Travelling    18  12    2 

Expenses   ; 12    0    0 

Printing  0     7     0 

30  19    2 

.,  District  Association-  Expknses — 

Northampton  and  EarLs  Barton 13  17    C 

Wellingborough  and  Kettering 26  12     5 

Leicester 12  12     9 

Coventry    18    4  11 

Birmingham    16    0    3 

Stafford    29  14     G 

Derby 13     7     9 

Nottingham 17    0     5 

Lincoln 19  IG     3 

Shropshire  and  Mid-Wales  45    3    9 

212  10     6 

„  Miscellaneous  Expenses — 

General  Printing 15  14  11 

Postages  and  Telegrams   12    9    8 

Office  Furniture    3115    0 

Secretary's  Honorarium 15    0    0 

Treasurer's        ,,             6    0    0 

Special  Propaganda 8  14     4 

89    13  n 

Total  Expenditure 7!i8     7    8 

.,  Cash  in  hand '. lO    6  11 

Carried  forward 50733     2     5 


854  Cash  Account. 


NORTHERN 

0«nerftl 
£     B.  d. 
Brought  forward • 40Ug- 1 5    0 

To  Subscriptions    2H1    0    9 

..  Cash  in  hand    23  11    4 

„  Cash  due  to  Secretary,  Slst  December,  1917 2    8    3 


Sectional  Board  Meetings — 

CarUsle  (1),  Newcastle  (12). 
Office  Committee  Meetings — 

Newcastle  (15). 
Conferences  and  Executive  Meetings — 

Ashington,  Aspatria,  Birtley,  Bishop  Auckland,  Blaydon,  Bly-tb, 
Broonihill,  Carlisle,  Coanwood,  Craghead,  Darlington,  Dinning- 
ton,  Gateshead,  Haltwhistle,  Middlesbrough,  Xewbottle,  New- 
castle, Pegswood,  Ryhope,  Saltburn,  Shotley  Bridge,  and  West 
Stanley. 

Deputations,  d-c.  :  Alnwick,  Amble,  Ashington,  Backworth,  Bebside, 
Bedlington,  Blaydon,  Blyth,  Cambois,  Cleator  Moor,  Craghead, 
Hexham,  Jarrow,  Morpeth,  Murton  Colliery,  Newcastle,  North- 
allerton,  North  Shields,  Prudhoe,  Shildon,  Stockton,  Throckley, 
Tow  Law,  Tyne  Dock,  Wallsend,  West  Pelton,  Wliitley  Bay, 
and  Willington. 

Hovrs  and  Wages  Board  Meetings  :  Newcastle. 

Conciliation  Board  Meetings  :  Carlisle  and  Newcastle. 

Uolyoake  Centenary  :    Birmingham. 


Oaniad  forward 42265  15    4 


Cash  Account.  856 


SECTION. 

General 
£     ?.  d 
Brought  forward    50733    2    5 

By  Sectional  Board  Mketings—  £     b.  d.      £    s.  d. 

Travelliiig    3114     1 

Expenses   1112    6 

43     6.7 

Office  Committee — 

Travelling 12  lf>    2 

Expenses   6  12     6 

19     7     8 

.,  Conferences,  Ac. — 

Travelling 25    2     0 

Expenses  15  14  11 

40  16  11 

„  Conciuation  Boards — 

Travelling    7  11     9 

Expenses   6  17     6 

Printing   0     3     0 

13  12     9 

„  Hours  and  Wages  Board— 

Travelling    '. 2)0     4 

Expenses    1     5  0 

3  15     4 

.,  District  Association  Expenses - 

North  Northumberland 17  17  4 

South  Northumberland  10  19  9 

Cumberland  and  Westmorland 28    0  8 

West  Durham  and  South  Northumberland 22    4  0 

East  Durham    16  17  7 

South  Durham    22  16  3 

South  Durham  and  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire ...     28     1     4 

146  16  11 

„  Salaries  and  Wages   245    2    0 

„  War  Bonus   32    8    6 

,,  NationalHealthlnsurance   0  13    0 

278     3    6 

,,  Miscellaneous  Expenses— 

General  Printing 49     4  10 

Postages 1 5  10     0 

Cleaning '■■  8  15     6 

Rent 25    0    0 

Coal.Gas.^c «  17    6 

Telephone  Rent  and  Charges  8  13    5 

Telegrams    110     5 

Insurance 0    2     9 

Sundries 0  14  10 

119    9    3 

Total  Kxpeudlture  <565    8  11 

Carried  forward 51398  11     4 


86<>  Cash  Accodnt. 


NORTH'  WES  TERN 


Gener»J. 
£     8.  d. 
Brought  forward  . .  - 42266  16    4 

ToSubaciiptionB    7640    9  10 

„  Cash  due  to  Sccretury,  31st  Deceiiibfer,  1917 39  14  10 

,,  Bank  Interest  and  Dividend 1     3    4 


Sbcti  NAii  Board  Meetikos — 
Mancliester  (12). 

CONFKKENCKS    AND    EXECCTIVK   MEETINGS— 

Accringlon,  Ashton,  Bacup,  Baildon,  Baniber  Bridge,  Barrow, 
Batley,  Biugley,  Blaclipool,  Bolton,  Bradford,  Burnley, 
Burslem,  Butt  Lane,  Carnfortli,  Chesterfield,  Cliester,  Clayton- 
le-Moors,  Colne,  Congleton,  Crewe,  Dalton,  Denton,  Doncaster, 
Droylsden,  Eccles,  Great  Horton,  (ireenfleld,  Guiseley,  Hands- 
worth  Woodhoiuse,  Haslingden,  Hcywood,  Hindsford',  Holling- 
worth,  Horbury,  Horwich,  Huddersfleld,  Keighley,  Kippax, 
Lane  Dyehouse,  Leeds,  Leek,  Littleboro',  Liverpool,  Love 
Clough,  Lumb,  Macclesfield,  Manchester,  Masbro",  Melthani, 
Middleton,  Mossley,  New  Hey,  New  Moston,  Oldham,  Padiham, 
Pendleton,  Penmaenniawr,  Preston,  Qiieensbury,  Radclilfe, 
Bamsbotk)ni,  Kavensthorpe,  Kawtenstall,  Eochdale,  Sheffield, 
.Shireoaks,  Silverdale,  Sowerby  Bridge,  Stalvbridge,  Swinton, 
Ulverston,  Wakefield,  Walkden,  Walnicr  Bridge,  Whallcv, 
Westhonghton,  Whittington,  Winnford,  and  Woodfold. 

Deputations  :  Bacup,  BarnsJey,  Blaenau  Festiniog,  Chorley,  Criccieth, 
Denholnie,  Eagley,  Manchester,  Penrhydeudraeth,  Pbrtmadoc, 
Radclifl^e,  Rochdale,  Trefnant,  Waterfoot,  and  Whiteweli 
Bottoni. 

Amalgamatimis  mid  Boundaries  :  Accrington,  Bacup,  Pohon,  Colne, 
Failsworth,    Hasland,    Leigh,    Manchester,    Prestwich,    Stack- 
,    steads,  Suniinerseat,  Tottington,  Tuustcad,  and  Whitefield. 

Classes  and  Choral  :  Bradford,  Dcwsbury,  Heckmondwike,  and 
Manchester 

Congress  Reception  Committee  :  Ma'  Chester. 

Conciliation  Board  Meelii'gs  :  Batley,  Bradford,  Bri-yhous*- ,  Dews- 
bury,  Hebden  Bridge,  Heckmondwike,  Keighlev,  Lancaster, 
Leeds,  LiverjKxil,  Mancliester,  Masbro',  Wakefield,  and  York. 

Hours  and  Wages  Board  Meetings  :  Acciington,  Ashton,  Bacup, 
Batley,  Barruw,  Birkenhead,  Blackburn,  Blacklev,  Blackpool, 
Bradford,  Burnley,  Bury,  Bui-sJeni,  Cawl  Terrace,  Chester, 
(Jloughfold,  Congleton,  Coine,  Crewe,  Damen,  Dewsburv,  tireat 
Horton,  Halifax,  Hej'wood,  HuddersHeld,  Keighley,  lane  Dye- 
house,  Leeds,  Liverpool,  Mancliester,  Masbro',  Middleton, 
Oldham,  Preston,  lladcliffe,  Kawtenstall,  Kochdale,  St.  Helens, 
Shefliield,  Shipley,  Skipton,  Stockport,  Wakefield,  Warrington, 
and  Waterfoot. 


Carried  forward 4983  7    3    4 


Cash  Account.  857 

SECTION. 

Gfiif  ral. 
£      i.  li 
Brought  forward  5i  398  11     4 

By  Skctional  Board  Meetings-  £    b.  d.     £     s.  d. 

Travelling    110    2    4 

Kxpenaes  32    6    0 

142     8     4 

„   CONKERENOKS,  AC.— 

TravelUng   80  11  11 

Expenses    70    7     S 

160  19    2 

„  HO0US  AND  Wages  Boards — 

Travelling    38  18    4 

Expenses   36  10    6 

Prititing.  (Vo 16     7     5 

91  16    8 

„  Demonstration  and  Choirs  Committee — 

Travelling   0     3    2 

Expenses  0     4     6 

0    7     8 

„  conciliation  boards — 

Travelling     21     6     5 

Expenses    40  12    0 

Printing,  &c 17     3     5 

79     0  10 

,,  Congress  Reception  Committee— 

Travelling    9     9     7 

Expenses   5    6    0 

— —       14  15     7 

„  DisTBioT  Association  Expenses — 

Airedale 20  12     8- 

Bolton    16  10     1 

Calderdale  617    6 

Cheshire  and  North  Wales    57  10    8 

Bewsbury 27  14     3 

Bast  Yorksliire 29    1     7 

Hiiddersfteld  14  13    5 

Macrlesfield,  Crewe,  and  District 27  lO     1 

Manchester   40  19    9 

.North-East  Lancashire    48     7     7 

Xorth  Lancashire 36  19    7 

North  Lonsdale 30    1     4 

Oldham    14     3  11 

Rochdale  30  10    6 

Rossendale 16  13    2 

South  Yorkshire 40    6  10 

458  12  11 

„  Salaries 289    8     0 

„  War  Bonus   33  17    0 

„  Insurance 0  13     0 

323  18     0 

„    MlSCELLANEOrS   EXPENSES — 

General  Printing 113  19    9 

Postages  and  Telegrams   40    7  11 

Sundries 9    2     4 

Hire  of   Iloonis    2     6     0 

Bank  Charges  0  IB    0 

166  10    0 

Total  Expenditure 1428    8     9 

Cash  due  to  Secretary.  1st  January,  1917    6     7    2 

Carried  forward 52833    7    3 


858  Cash  Account. 


SCOTTISH 

Oenerftl. 
£      8.  d. 
Brought  forward 49837    3    4 

To  Subacripttons 2672    4  11 

„  Cash  in  hand   28  10    2 

„  Rents    21     7    0 

i,  InterMt    0    e    4 


Sectional  Board  Meetings — 
Glasgow  (12). 

Executive  Meetings — 
Glasgow  (25). 

Educational  Meetings — 

Aberdeen,  Bridge  of  Allan,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Kirkcaldy,  Leith, 
Lochgorlhead,  Perth,  Eothesay,  and  York. 

Conferences,  &c. — 

Alloa,  Alva,  Barrhead,  Blantyre,  Bonnybridge,  Brechin,  Buckhaven, 
Burntisland,  Cambuslang,  Camelon,  Carnoustie,  Clydebank, 
Cumbernauld,  Dalmellington,  Dalmuir,  Dumbarton,  Dunblane, 
Dundee,  Dunfermline,  Dysart,  Edinburgh,  Falkirk,  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  Hawick,  Kilmarnock,  Kirkconnell,  Leith,  Montrose, 
Neils  ton.  Paisley,  Partick,  Penicuik,  Perth,  Prestonpans,  Renfrew, 
Shettleston,  Stenhousemuir,  Townhill,  Tranent,  and  Walkerbuni. 

Propaganda  Meetings  :  Clydebank,  Coalburn,  Dumbarton,  Edin- 
burgh, Glasgow,  Karnes,  Kilmarnock,  Kirkconnell,  Kirkcaldy, 
Paisley,  Port  Glasgow,  and  Tyhnabruaick. 

S.W.C.S.  Meetings :   Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 

Arbitration  and  Advisory  Boards  :  Alloa,  Camelon,  Coalsnaughton , 
Dysart,  Falkirk,  Glasgow,  Kilmarnock,  Kirkcaldy,  Motherwell, 
Paisley,  Stirling,  and   Tillicoultry. 


Carriedforward 52550  11    9 


Cash  Account.  859 


SECTION. 


General. 
£      8.   d. 
Brought  forward   5:'833     7     3 

By  Sectional  Board  Meetings —  £    s.  d.       £     s.  d. 

Travelling    54     3     6 

Expenses  14     0    0 


,,  ExEotTTivE  Committee — 

Travelling   35  7  6 

Expenses  17  0  0 

„  Conferences,  <Src. — 

TraveUing    91  19  11 

Expenses  58  6  6 

„  Edtioation  Committee — 

Travelling    13  19  6 

Expenses  8  7  6 

„  Salaries  and  Wages    429  6  2 

,,  War  Bonus    55  9  8 

,,  National  Health  Insurance 1  6  0 


,,  District  Association  Grants — 

Ayrshire 3  0  0 

Border  Counties 3  0  0 

Central 3  0  0 

East  of  Scotland 3  0  0 

Falkirk 3  0  0 

Fife  and  Kinross 3  0  0 

Glasgow  and  Suburbs    3  0  0 

Perth,  Forfar,  and  Aberdeen    3  0  0 

Eenfrewshire 3  0  0 

Stirling,  West  of  Fife  and  Clackmannan 3  0  0 


68    3     6 


52     7     6 


150     6     5 


22     7     0 


486     1  10 


30     0     0 


Miscellaneous  Expenses — 

General  Printing 69    8  8 

Postages 29  12  0 

Carriage 1     3  l 

Sundries 2  ii  6 

Telegrams  and  Address 1  16  9 

Telephone  Went  and  Charges  9  10  0 

Cleaning  and  Caretakers  77  13  2 

Gas,  Coal,  and  Electricity 24  1 4  8 

Rent  of  Office 49    0  0 

Rates  and  Taxes 15  18  0 

Advertising  0  13  6 

Railway  Contract 12     9  0 

Bank  Charges   1     5  0 

Treasurer's  Honorarium    5    0  0 

Hire  ol  Halls    4     7  6 

Legal  Advice 68    4  9 

Propaganda 200    0  0 

Grant  to  Women's  Guild 175    0  0 

Donation — Scottish  Musical  Association    1     1  0 

Conference  Siieaker    1  10  0 

Typewriter 20  10  0 

771     8     7 

Total  Expenditure 1580  14  10 

„  Cash  in  hand    16    5  11 


Carried  forsvard  64430    8    0 


860  Cash  Account. 


SOUTHERN 

General. 
£      B.  d. 
Broagbt  forward   52559  ll    9 

To  Subscriptions  2558  10    3 


Sectional  Board  Meetings — 
London  (15). 

Executive  Meetings — 
London  (11). 

Educational  Meetings — 
London  and  Sutton. 

Conferences  and  Executive  Meetings — 

Amesbury,  Andover,  Ashford,  Banbury,  Bishop's  Stortl'ord,  Bletchley, 
Bradford-on-Avon,  Bromley,  Cambridge,  C;hatham,  Chippen- 
ham, Cowes,  Edmonton,  Guildford,  Haslemere,  Ipswich, 
London,  Luton,  Newmarket,  Norwich,  O.xford,  Penge', 
Rochester,  St.  Albans,  Sheringham,  Slough,  Stratford,  Swindon, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Wineliester,  and  Wolverton. 

Deputations  :  Aldershot,  Arlesey,  Banbury,  Beccles,  Berkhamstead, 
Bletchley,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Chesham,  Cliffe-at-Hoo,  Cray- 
ford,  Eastleigh,  Ely,  Farnboro',  Gomshall,  Hemel  Hempst«ad, 
Henley,  Ipswich,  King's  Lynn,  Letcliworth,  London,  Luton, 
Portsmouth,  Keigate,  JUngwood,  Saffron  Waldeu,  fct  irminster, 
Tring,  Wandsworth,  Watford,  Willesden,  Winchester,  Windsor, 
Witliam,  and  Wolverton. 

Public  Meetings  and  Festivals  :  Addlestone,  Aldershot,  Alton,  Bed- 
ford, Berkhamstead,  Bletchley,  Bournemouth,  Bytleet,  Calne, 
Cambridge,  Colchester,  Cowes,  Croydon,  Eastbourne,  Eastleigh, 
Earnboro',  Gravesend,  Hasleii  ere,  Hendon,  Holloway,  King's 
Lynn,  Kingston,  Maidstone,  Xewport,  Penge,  Portsmouth, 
l*ye,  Redhill,  Kingwood,  Saffron  vValden,  Silsoe,  Sittingbourne, 
Southampton,  Staines,  Stony  Stratford,  Swindon,  Wantlsworth, 
Watford,    Wembley,   Winchester,   Wolverton,   and   Woolwich. 

Examinations  and  Classes:  Abbey  Wood,  Edmonton,  Enfield, 
London,  Penge,  Portsmouth,  Woking,  Wolverton,  and  Wood 
Green. 

Uolyoake  Centenary  :    Birmingliam. 


Carried  torward 65118     2     0 


Cash  Account,  861 


SECTION. 


Qeneral. 
£      8.   d. 
Brought  forward   54430    8    0 


By  Sectional  Board  Mektings —  £    b.  d.     £     s.  d. 

TravelUng   87    9    6 

Expenses  16  16    • 

104     4     0 

,  BxBOTJTivE  Committee — 

TraveUing   20  10  lO 

Expenses  6    7    6 


CONPBRKNOKS,  <tC. — 

Travelling   214    9    2 

79    0    7 


26  18     4 


293     9     9 

District  Association  Expenses — 

North  Metropolitan   16  15    8 

South  Metropolitan   9  15    7 

Sussex 9  10    8 

Hants 43    1     0 

Wilts,  and  Dorset 40  18    7 

Oxford   19  19  11 

Cambridge 30    3  10 

Norfolk 36  16    2 

Essex  and  Suffolk 22    8    6 

Beds,  and  Bucks 27     1     3 

256  11     2 

Salaries  and  Wages    316  10  11 

War  Bonus    38  10    6 

National  Health  Insurance 0  13    0 

305  14     4 

MiSCELIiANBOUS   EXPENSES — 

General  Printing 66  17    6 

Postages 44     5     7 

Carriage  0    6  11 

Telegrams    4     3  11 

Sundries  and  Repairs 115    6 

Office  Rent    40    0    0 

Telephone  Rent  and  Charges  4    4    7 

Publications  1     9    6 

Assistance     5    0  11 

Conference  Delegations   0  15    6 

Special  Propaganda — Kingston   ; 5    0    0 

Office  Furniture,  &o 33  16    4 

Hire  of  Halls 10  10    0 

Bank  Charges    2     3     3 

220    8    6 

Total  Expenditure —    1257    6    7 

Cash  due  to  Secretary.  Ist  January,  1917  49  15    9 

Cash  in  hand,  3l8t  December,  1917    13    9    6 


Carried  forward 65750  le    9 


862  Cash  Account. 


SOUTH 'IVESTERN 


General. 
£      1.  d. 
Brought  forward    561i8    2    0 

To  Subacrlptlona    714    0    * 

„  Cash  in  hand    29  13  11 

„  Bank  Interest 0    2     2 


Sectional  Board  meetings — 

Bridgwater  (1),  Bristol  (2),  Exeter  (2),  Liskeard  (1),  Newton  Abbot 
(2),  Plymouth  (2),  Tavistock  (1),  Twerton  (1). 

Conferences  and  Executive  Meetings — 

Bodmin,  Bristol,  Exeter,  Exmouth,  Falmouth,  Liskeard,  Lost- 
withiel,  Newton  Abbot,  Okehampton,  Pensilva,  Plymouth, 
Redruth,  St.  Austell,  Taunton,  Teignmouth,  Torquay,  Truro, 
Twerton,   and   Weston-super-Mare. 

Deputations  to  Societies  and  Members'  Meetings,  (be.  :  Bath,  Bodmin, 
Bovey  Tracey,  Brent,  Bristol,  Brixham,  Budleigh  Salterton, 
CuUompton,  Delabole,  Dobwalls,  Falmouth,  Ilfraconibe,  Kings- 
wear,  Liskeard,  Lostwithiel,  Midsomer  Norton,  Minehead, 
Nanpean,  Newton  Abbot,  Pensilva,  'Penzance,  Plymouth 
Printers,  Plymouth,  Kedruth,  St.  Austell,  South  Molton,  Tavi- 
stock, Templecombe,  Torquay,  and  Wellington. 

Propaganda  Meetings  :  Blackpool,  Bovey  Tracey,  Clmdleigh,  Salter- 
ton, Lerwyii,  Okehampton,  Paulton,  Penzance,  St.  Austell,  St. 
Neots,  Tavistock,  Teign  Village,  and  Twerton. 

Summer  School :    Wliymstoue. 

Holyoake  Centenary  :    Birmingham. 


CarriedfOTward 66861  18    fi 


Cash  Account.  863 


SECTION. 

Qeneral. 
£      8.  d. 
Brought  forward    f 55750  1 9    9 

Dy  Sectional  Board  Meetings—  £    s.  d.      £      s.  d. 

Travelling   97  16    7 

Expenses  13  10    0 

ill     6     7 

,,    CONFEEBNOES,   &0. — 

Travelling   114  16    0 

Expenses  38  15    0 

153  11     0 

,,    SUMMKR   SCIIOO], — 

Travelling    2     6  11 

Expenses    a  10    0 

J  16  11 

,,  District  Association  Expenses — 

Cornwall 48    0    0 

Somerset   40    5    7 

Devon 30  16  10 

119     2     5 

Miscellaneous  Expenses — 

General  Printing 18  12  11 

Postages 6    1     4 

Honorariums — Secretary 15  15    0 

„              Treasurer 3    3    0 

Special  Propaganda — Barnstaple 1     5    0 

Cornish 15    2     2 

St.  Austell 2  17     6 

Bank  Charges    0     4     2 

63    1     1 

Total  Expenditure  452  18    0 

,    Cash  in  hand 23    9  11 


Curried  forward 56227     7 


864  Cash  Accou^fT. 


WESTERN 

Ueoonl. 
£      9    d 
Brought  forward    55861  18    5 

To  SnbacriptlonB  701     7    1 

.    Cash  lu  hand,  Ist  January,  1917 0     5    8 

.,  Cash  due  to  Treasurer,  31st  December,  1917 1     4    0 


Sbotional  board  Meetings — 

Cardiff  (10),  Newport  (1),  Swansea  (1). 

Conferences  and  Executive  Meetings — 

Aberdare,  Bristol,  Cardiff,  Gloucester,  Newport,  Penrliiwceber, 
Swansea,  Treharris,  and  Trimsaran. 

Deputations  to  Societies  and  Public  Meetings  :  Bream,  Bridgend, 
Caerau,  Cardiff,  Dowlais,  Hereford,  Milford  Haven,  Mitchel- 
dean,  Nantyglo,  Nantymoel,  Neath,  Newport,  and  Skewen. 

Women'a  Guild  Conference  :   Weston-super-Mare. 

Hours  and  Wages  Board  Meetings  :  Cardiff  and  Swansea. 

Conciliation  Board  Meetings :    Cardiff. 

Congress  Reception  Committee  :  Cardiff. 

Holyoake  Centenary  :    Birmingham. 


£5<55a4    15     2 


Cash  Accoumt.  865 


SECTION. 

Broaght  forward 56227    7    8 

By  Sbotional  Board  Meetings—  fed.        £  b.  d. 

TravelUng   89  16    0 

Expenses  8  17     6 

^  48  13    6 

„   CONnCRENCKS,   &0. — 

Travelling   <6    2    S 

«^""   _li_iJ      59    2     3 

„  HOURS  AND  Wages  Board — 

Travelling    31  18    1 

Expenses 9  12     6 

Printing,  Ac 9  13    0 

61     8     7 

„  District  Association  Expenses— 

Brecon  (Mon.)  and  East  Glamorgan 38  12     7 

West  Wales 62     3  10 

Gloucester  and  Hereford 31  14    0 

Mid-Glamorgan 10    110 


132  12     3 


Misoellaneocs  Expensrs — 

General  Printing 10  16  6 

Postage    6  10  0 

Hire  ol  Booms    2    6  6 

Honorarium — Secretary    16    0  0 

Treasurer 3    3  0 

Special  Propaganda — Cwmbwrla 9    0  0 


45  16  11 
Total  Expenditure  887    7    « 


£56664  15    2 


30 


866 


Cash  Account. 


SUMMARY    OF   RECEIPTS, 


£    fl. 

T«  CMb  balances  in  hand— Irish  Executive   10    0 


Midland  Section 

Northern  Section 

Scottish  Section 

South-Western  Section 

Western  Section    

Central  Office 


14  15 
23  11     4 

28  10    2 

29  13  11 
0    6    8 

14     9  10 


Sabscriptions- 


-Ireland  

Midland  Section    

Northern  Section 

North-Western  Section 

Scottish  Section 

Southern  Sef"tion 

South- Western  Section 
Western  Section 


Shares. 
0  15    0 


0  10 


£6  10    0 


Subscriptions. 

143    4    3 

.     2518    5    6 

.     2110  10    9 

.     7637     9  10 

.     2671    4  11 

.     2558     5    3 

713  10    4 

700  17     1 

.£18953     7  11 


121     6     1 


,  Sale  o(  Publications 

,  Audit  Fees — Ireland  

,  Advertising 

,  Trade  Dividends  and  Interest  

,  Hire  of  Rooms  

,  Expenses  refunded    

,  Educational  Receipts 

,  Men's  Guild  Receipts 

,  Joint  Parliamentary  Committee  Expenses  repaid 

Joint  Propaganda  Committee  Expenses  repaid 

,  Congress  Fund  -Advertising  

,  South-Western  Section — Bank  Interest  and  Dividend    

,  North-Western  Section—         „  „  

£    F.  d. 

,  Scottish  Section — Interest 0    6    4 

,  „  Rents 21     7     0 

Cash  due — Nortliern  Section    

„  North-Western  Section    

,,  Western  Section   

to  Congress  Fund 

Parliamentary  Secretary,  &c 

»  „  Cash  Paid  on  Account,  1916 

Congress  Fund    

Hoiyoalve  Memorial  Tablet — Plymoutli  Society 

Various  Funds,  as  per  Cash  Account  

Bank  Withdrawals 


18959 

2379 

121 

32 

77 

86 

5 

497 

76 

662 

136 

72 

0 

1 


17  11 

8  0 

16  0 

1  6 

0  0 

14  8 

19  3 

10  0 


£66504  15     2 


Cash  Account. 
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Cash  Aocoxjnt. 


Dr. 


BANKING    ACCOUNT. 


Cb. 


1st  January,  1917 :—  £      s.  d. 

To  Balance 12157  18    2 

3lBt  December,  1917  :— 

„  Deposits 24084    0    7 

„  Dividend   116    8    8 

„  Interest 863  11    4 


;£86671  18    9 


31st  December,  1917 :—  £     s.  d. 

By  Withdrawals   82111  15    8 

„  Commitsion 17  16    5 

„  Balance    4542    1    8 


£S6<71  18    9 


Balance  Sheet. 
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HoLYOAKE  Memorial. 


HOLYOAKB     MEMORIAL. 

Statement  of  Accounts  of  the  New  Building  Fund  up  to  3lsl  December,  1917, 

Cash  Account. 


£    8.  d. 

To  Subscriptions    25807    8  6 

„  Transfer  (Owen  Memorial  Fund)      90  13  8 

„  Sewering  Expenses  repaid  ....        32    0  0 

,.  Rent 461    3  4 

,.  Bank  Withdrawals 26118    5  2 


£52509  10    8 


£     f.  d. 

By  Land  and  Buildings  22362    7  10 

„  Furniture  and  Fittings 1088    3  5 

„  Chief  Rents  33    3  0 

„  Rates,  Cleaning,  and  Insurance      50S  10  8 

,,  Opening  Expenses 204    9  5 

,,  Removal  Charges 6115  6 

„  Sewering  and  other  expenses  .        71  11  5 

,,  Subscriptions  refunded 5  12  0 

„"  Holyoake  Memorial "  Grave  ..      237    5  0 

„  Expenses  on  Property  (old) 371  13  3 

„  Bank  Deposits 27567  19  2 

£62509  10  8 


Bakk  Account. 


To  Deposits 

„  Bank  Dividend   £247  17    7 

„  Trade  Dividend  ...    209    0    0 
.,  Interest 1461  19    2 


£     s.  d. 
27567  19    2 


1918  16    9 


£     s    d. 

By  Withdrawals 26118    5    2 

„  Interest  (overdraft)..  £69    7    2 
„  Commission      and 

Cheques   18  12    6 

„  Stamping  Agreements     6    0    0 

87  19    8 

..Balance   3280  11    1 


£29486  15  11  £29486  15  11 

Propekty  Revenue  Account. 

£    s.   d.  I  £    B.  d. 

To  Expenses 189  10    8     By  Rents    461    3    4 

,    Balance  (Income  and  Expendi- 
ture Account) 271  13    1  | 


£461    3    4 


£461    3    4 


Income  and  Expenditube  Account. 


£    8.   d. 

To  Cost  of  Holyoake  Grave   287    5    0 

„  Expenses  of  Site 182    3    0 

.,  Opening,  Removal,  and  other 

expenses 876  10    0 

„  Bank  Charges  87  19    8 

„  Balance   929    6  10 


£2316    8    6 


By  Transfer  (Owen  Memorial  Fond) 
„  Property  Revenue  Account. 

,,  Expenses  repaid      

„  Bank  Dividend  and  Interest 


£  s. 

d. 

1)   90  13 

S 

271  13 

1 

32  0 

0 

1918  16 

9 

£2313  3 

6 

Balance  Sheet. 


Liabilities.  £     8.   d. 

To  Subscriptions    26801  16    6 

„  Balance  Income  over  Expendi- 
ture       939    6  10 

£26781    2    4 


A.SBKT8  ^       S      d 

By  Land  and  Buildings   22362    7  10 

„  Furniture  and  Fittings 1088    3    5 

„  Balance  in  Bank 8280  11    1 

£26731    2    4 
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Statement  of  Receipts  and 

Expenditure    of    Swansea 

Congress,    1917. 


Statement  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure  of 
exclusive  of  Central  Board 

RECEIPTS. 

To  DoKATioNR : —  £    s.    d.        £    s.    d. 

English  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  ..  150    0    0 

Swansea  ,,  Society       100    0    0 

Cwmbwrla      ,,  ,,         25    0    0 


276    0    0 

Advertisements  in  Handbook 74  10    0 

Bank  Interest £2    4    8 

„      Dividend 118    6 

3  17    9 


Paid  by  the  Co-operative  Union  Liimited   836    fi 

Balance  due  by  the  Cooperative  Union  Limited   25    0 


I  have  carefully  examined  the  books  and  recounts  of  the 
Swansea  Congress  Fund  for  the  year  19 ;7,  and  compared  all 
counterfoils  of  acknowledgments  for  cash  received  and  vouchers 
for  all  payments  made,  and  hereby  certify  the  above  Statement 
of  Accounts  as  correct. 

T.  Wood, 

Public  Auditor. 


Blandford  Memorial  Fund— Receipts £55  12    0 

Collection  at  P.8.A ;1    0    0 

Transferred  to  Fund  £65  12    0 


£1214  IS    6 


the  Co-operative  Congress,  Swansea,  1917, 
Fees  and  Expenses. 

EXPENDITURE. 

By  Lodgings  and  Luncheons  Committee  : —  jE    s.  d.       £    s.   A. 

Luncheons— Delegates 411    2    6 

Luncheon — Central  Board   43    8    0 

Printing  7  13    3 

Postages 3    0    0 

Hire  of  Rooms  and  Tables 22  13    4 


Public  Meetings  and  Excursions  Committee  :— 

Speakers — Travelling  and  Expenses   17  16  2 

Hire  of  Piano 3    8  0 

Musicians,  Artistes,  &c 6115  0 

Printing   4  10  0 

Hire  of  Rooms 2    9  6 


Congress  Guide  and  Handbook  Committee  : — 

Souvenir — Printing  and  Binding    222    0  0 

Photographs,  blocks,  and  Reproduction  Fees   61    0  0 

Guidebook— Printing 30    0  0 

Editor  and  Writing  Articles   70  10  (t 

Sundries  and  Carriage 13    u  0 


487  17    1 


13    8 


396  10    0 


Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee:- 

Hire  of  Congress  Hall    39  13  0 

Decorating  Hall  and  Street  Sign    15  13  10 

Fitting  up  Inquiry  Office 7  11  4 

Billposting 9    2  0 

Advertising 3115  6 

Doorkeepers  and  Caretakers  13  16  3 

Printing   14    8  6 

Delegates'  Congress  Reception  Committee  Badges  11  10  0 

Postages,  Stationery,  Typing,  &c 4    8  1 


147  18    0 


Sundry  Expenses 2    5    3 

Advertising 8    0    0 

Binding,  &c..  Presentation  Volumes 2    2    0 

General  Printing 54    8  11 

Bank  Charges    Commission 0  18    0 

Honorariums—  Secretaries 25    0    0 


jei214  13    5 
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Co-operative  Pabliamentary  Representation  Fund. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS    RECEIVED    BY   THE   CO-OPERATIVE    UNION 

LIMITED    FOR    CO-OPERATIVE     PARLIAMENTARY 

REPRESENTATION    FUND   UP  TO  AND   INCLUDING 

5th  JUNE,  1918. 


MIDLAND    SECTION. 

£  8.  d. 

Annesley  Woodhoiise 2  0  0 

Birmingham   Industrial    84  0  0 

„            Printers 2  2  0 

Bolsover 4  0  0 

Bulwell 6  0  0 

Burbage 2  0  0 

Burton  Latimer   2  0  0 

Biirton-on-Trent 22  0  0 

Cinderhill 6  0  0 

Coventry  Perseverance   48  0  0 

Crompton  Boot  and  Shoe 2  0  0 

Daventry 2  10  0 

Derby 66  0  0 

,,     Printers 2  0  0 

Desboro'    4  0  0 

Earls  Barton 2  0  0 

Enderby 4  0  0 

Excelsior  Boot  and  Shoe  (Sileby).  2  0  0 

Oainsboro' 10  0  0 

Great  Grimsby 22  0  0 

Great  Wigston    4  4  0 

Harpole    2  0  0 

Highley    2  0  0 

Hucknall  Torkard    10  0  0 

Huncote 1  0  0 

Ilkeston 12  0  0 

Irthlingboro'  2  0  0 

Kettering 17  o  0 

Boot  and  Shoe     4  0  0 

Union  Boot  and  Slioe    .220 

Kirkby-in-Ashfleld 6  0  0 

„                Manufactiin'e.  2  0  0 

Langley  Mill  and  Aldercar 14  0  0 

Lea  and  Holloway 2  0  0 

r>eicester    r>6  0  0 

,,         Anchor  Boot  and  Shoe..  2  0  0 

Boot  and  Shoe   5  0  0 

Printing 2  0  0 

Self-Help  Boot  &  Shoe  .200 

Lincoln 38  0  0 

Lockhurst  Lane    8  0  0 

Long  Eaton 24  0  0 

Lowdham    2  0  0 

Mansfield  and  Sutton    28  0  0 

Netherfield    6  0  0 

Newark    6  0  0 

Newtown  (Mon.) 2  0  0 

Nottingham 36  0  0 

Nuneaton 18  0  0 

Oswestry   2  2  0 

Peterboro' 40  0  0 

Pioneer  Boot  Works    2  0  0 

Pleasley  and  Pleasley  Hill  3  0  0 

Raunds  Distributive    4  0  0 

Ripley    25  0  0 

Rothwell   4  0  0 

Ruddington 2  0  0 

Rugeley 4  0  0 


M1D1.AND  Section— continued. 

£ 

Kimhden    5 

Shrewsbury 9 

Soho  18 

Southwell 2 

Stanton  Hill   4 

Stoney  Stanton 2 

Ten  Acres  and  Stirchley 24 

Thrapston   2 

Tibshelf  2 

Tipton    2 

Walsall 28 

„       Locks  and  Cart  Gear  ....     2 

Warsop  Vale 2 

Wednesbury    4 

Wellingboro' 8 

Welshpool  2 

Wolverhampton 14 

Worcester    14 


s.  d. 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

2  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


£840    2     0 


NORTHERN     SECTION. 

£  8.  d. 

Amble    4  0  0 

Ashington   Equitable    2  0  0 

„          Industrial   12  0  0 

Aspatria 6  0  0 

Bedlington 6  0  0 

Birtley 12  0  0 

Blaydon 30  0  0 

Blyth   6  0  0 

Boldon 8  0  0 

Cleator  Moor 16  0  0 

Consett 8  0  0 

Craghead  and  Holniside   2  0  0 

Cramlington    10  0  0 

Egremont    4  0  0 

Esh 2  0  0 

Guisborough   4  0  0 

Haltwhistle 2  0  0 

Hetton  Downs    6  0  0 

Keswick 2  0  0 

Malton  and  Norton    2  0  0 

Middlesbrough    52  0  0 

Newbiggin 6  0  0 

Newbottle   6  0  0 

New  Brancepeth 2  8  0 

Newcastle-on-Tyne    80  0  0 

New  Delaval 2  2  0 

Northallerton    2  2  0 

North  Shields   10  0  0 

Pegswood 2  0  0 

Penrith 4  0  0 

Radcliffe  Equitable  1  0  0 

Seaham  Harbour  ■" 8  0  0 

Seaton  Delaval 4  00 


Co-operative  Pabliamkntary  Representation  Fund. 
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NoBTHERN  Section — eontinued. 

£  8.  d. 

Seghill    2  0  0 

South  Shields    12  0  0 

Tantobie    2  0  0 

Teesdale  Workmen's   2  14  0 

Thirsk    2  0  0 

Throckley    4  0  0 

Tow  Law  4  0  0 

Wallsend   15  0  0 

Warwick  Bridge 2  0  0 

West  Wylam  and  Prudhoe  ..... .  10  0  0 

Wliitby    4  0  0 

Willington  6  0  0 

Windy  Nook 4  0  0 

Workington  Industrial    6  0  0 

Beehive   8  0  0 


£407     6     0 


NORTH  WBSTERN  SECTION. 

£  8.  d. 

Accrington  and  Church 22  0  0 

Adlington    2  0  0 

Allerton 15  0 

Barkisland 0  8  0 

Barnsley    102  0  0 

Barrowford   2  0  0 

Barrow-in-Furness 32  0  0 

Batley    13  12  0 

Bentham   2  0  0 

Beverley    2  0  0 

Bingley    8  0  0 

Birkenhead   40  0  0 

Birstall 6  0  0 

Blackley 16  0  0 

Bolton    86  0  0 

Bradford,  City  of 48  0  0 

Brierfleld 3  5  0 

Bridge  End.  Todmorden 2  0  0 

Brighouse    20  0  0 

Brightside  and  Carbrook 65  0  0 

Brockholes •. 2  0  0 

Brvmbo 2  0  0 

Bryn  Gates   2  0  0 

Buckley 2  0  0 

Burnley   36  17  4 

Burslem  32  0  0 

Buttershaw 2  0  0 

Butt  Lane 6  0  0 

Castleford  Industrial 12  0  0 

Cefn  and  District 4  0  0 

Chesterfield 12  0  0 

Churwell    2  0  0 

Clayton    2  0  0 

Clown 4  0  0 

Colne  and  District   12  0  0 

Compstall    8  0  0 

Coniston 0  10  6 

Crewe  26  0  0 

Crigglestone 2  2  0 

Crosiand  Moor    2  0  0 

Cross  Hills 2  0  0 

Delph 2  0  0 

Denholme    2  0  0 

Denton  and  Haughton    4  0  0 

Dewsbury    32  0  0 

Disley 2  0  0 

Doncaster    34  0  0 

Eccles  Provident    40  19  2 

Bmley    2  0  0 

Failsworth 24  0  0 

Ffynnon  Groyw    2     0  0 


North-Wkstern  Section — eontinued. 

£    B.   d. 

Fleetwood  6    6  8 

Flint  and  Oakenholt   2    0  0 

Garston    4     0  0 

Glossop  Dale 8    0  0 

Gomersal 4     0  0 

Goole    7    0  0 

Grangenioor  Friendly    1     8  4 

Great  Harwood 8    0  0 

Great  Horton    16    0  0 

Great  Rocks    2     0  0 

Greenfield    2     0  0 

Greengates  and  Apperley  Bridge  .200 

Guiseley 4     0  0 

Handsworth  Woodhouse    6     0  0 

Harrogate    12     0  0 

Hasland  2     0  0 

Haworth    4     0  0 

Hebden  Bridge  Fustian 10    0  0 

Heckmondwike 22     0  0 

Higher  Hurst    4     0  0 

Hill  Top  Paddock 2     0  0 

Holmfleld 0  13  6 

Horwich 8    0  0 

Huddersflekl 42     0  0 

Hull   52  10  0 

„     Printers 2     0  0 

Hyde    8     0  0 

Keighley    26     0  0 

Kendal     6    0  0 

Killamarsh    2     0  0 

Kilnhurst 4     0  0 

Kippax 3     0  0 

Lancaster 28    0  0 

Lane  Dyehouse 2     0  0 

Leeds    142     0  0 

Leek  and  Moorliinds    10    0  0 

Lees  and  Cross  Roads 2     0  0 

Leigh  Friendly   26    0  0 

Leven  Valley 0  10  0 

Littleborough    5     0  0 

Little  Lever 2     0  0 

Liverpool 04     0  0 

Longridge    3    0  0 

Longwood    2     0  0 

Love  Clough    2     0  0 

Luddendenfoot 110  0 

Macclesfield 16    0  0 

Manchester  &  Dist.  Laundries    . .     2     0  0 

„  and  Salford   42  18  0 

„  National  Labour  Press  2     0  0 

Tenants 2     0  0 

Market  Weighton 2     0  0 

Marsden  Equitable 4     0  0 

Masbro'    26    0  0 

Meltham    4     0  0 

Middleton  and  Tonge    8    0  0 

Middlestown   2     0  0 

Millom   6     0  0 

Mirfleld  Perseverance    2     0  0 

Mold 1     0  0 

Morley   18    0  0 

Moorside  (Swinton)   2     0  0 

Mossley    6    0  0 

Netherthong   0  12  0 

New  Moston    2     0  0 

Oldham   Equitable    80    0  0 

Industrial   46    0  0 

Ossett 8    0  0 

Oxcroft    2     0  0 

Park  Lane  2  14  8 

Pendleton    64     0  0 

Pilsley    2     0  0 

Poynton  and  Worth    2     0    0 
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Co-operative  Parliamentary  Representation  Fund. 


Noeth-Wbbtkbn  Section— continued. 

£  8.  d. 

Prestwich 12  0  0 

Queensbury 6  0  0 

Queensferry    6  0  0 

lladclitte  and  Pilklngton 12  0  0 

Ranisbottom 6  0  0 

Kavensthorpe 2  0  0 

Rawdon 4  0  0 

Ripponden 2  0  0 

Rlshton    4  0  0 

Rochdale  Pioneers 46  0  0 

Roe  Green 2  0  0 

St.  Martins    2  0  0 

Scarborougii   6  6  0 

Scunthorpe   10  0  0 

Selby      2  0  0 

Sklpton    5  0  0 

Slalthwaite    6  0  0 

Soiithport    4  0  0 

Sowerby  Bridge   10  0  0 

Stainland  and  Holywell  (freeu  ...  2  0  0 

Stoclcport 26  0  0 

Swarthmoor  and  Ulverston    6  0  0 

Tadcaster 2  0  0 

Thornton  2  0  0 

Tyldesley 4  0  0 

T'ppermill   2  0  0 

Walkden    8  0  0 

Walsden 2  0  0 

Warrington 34  0  0 

Westhoughton    Friendly 2  0  0 

United 4  0  0 

W  hale  y  Bridge 0  0  0 

Whitworth 2  0  0 

Wilsden   2  0  0 

Winnington  and  Kortliwich 10  0  0 

Winsford    8  0  0 

Worlcsop 10  0  0 

Wrexham 6  0  0 

York 20  0  0 


£2010     8     2 


£      s.   d. 
Coop.  Wholesale  Society   1000     0     0 

SCOTTISH    SECTION. 


AUoa II 

Alva  Bazaar   2 

Arbroath   4 

.\rmadale 3 

Aurhinleck 2 

Avonbank   6 

Bains  ford  and  (irahamston    JO 

Bannockbiirn    4 

Barrhead 8 

Beith    2 

Bellshill  and  Mossend   0 

Blantyre    6 

Bonnybridse  4 

Brecliin  Tnited 8 

Bridge  of  Weir   2 

Broxburn 5 

Busby 2 

Carstairs  Junction   2 

Clackmannan    2 

CoaLsnaughton    2 

Coatbridge 20 

Cowdenbeatli    6 

Cowlalrs 22 

Dairy   2 

Dumbarton 10 


8. 

d. 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0     0 


Scottish  Section — eontinued. 

£  8.  d. 

Dumfries  and  Maxwelltowii     5  0  0 

Dunblane 2  0  0 

GaLston    4  0  0 

Glasgow,  Eastern    27  0  0 

,,      KinningPark 50  0  0 

„      London  Road 5  0  0 

„      Progress 12  0  0 

„      St.  RoUox  12  0  0 

„      U.C.B.S 100  0  0 

Oienbuck 2  0  0 

Gorebridge +  0  0 

(jrahamston  and  Bainsford    7  0  0 

Greenock  Central 18  0  0 

Hamilton  Baking 5  0  0 

Hamilton  Central 15  16  8 

Palace  Collier>' 8  0  0 

Hawick    9  0  0 

Jedburgh 2  2  0 

Kilbarchan   2  0  0 

Kilmarnock  Equitable 25  0  0 

Kilsyth 4  0  0 

Kilwinning    2  16  0 

Markinch 4  0  0 

MethiU 2  0  0 

Muirkirk    2  0  0 

Musselburgh  and  Fisherrow 12  0  0 

Kewton    2  0  0 

Newton  Mearns    0  8  0 

Newtonshaw 2  0  0 

Paisley  Equitable    4  0  0 

Provident    20  0  0 

Peebles 2  0  0 

Perth,  City  of 15  0  0 

Pollokshaws    5  0  0 

Renfrew  Eqiutabie 6  0  0 

St.  Cuthberts  (Edinburgh)   110  0  0 

Shettleston    14  0  0 

Stoneiieid 1  0  0 

Tillicoultry    3  0  0 

Tranent  8  0  0 

Vale  of  I-even  12  0  0 

Wishaw    8  0  0 

£705  14  8 

£  8.  d. 

Scottish  Co-op.  Wholesale  Society  500  0  0 

SOUTHERN    SECTION. 

£  K.  d. 

Addleston  and  Distri(  t   4  0  0 

Aldershot    4  0  0 

Andover 4  0  0 

Ashford    6  0  0 

Aylesbury   .• 2  12  0 

Banbury    14  0  0 

Beccles 4  0  0 

Bedford  4  0  0 

Berkhampstead    4  0  0 

Bishop's  Stortford 2  0  0 

Bradford-on-Avon   2  0  0 

Braintree  and  West  Essex    4  0  0 

Brentwood 4  0  0 

Bromley  and  Crays   20  0  0 

Chatham    10  0  0 

Cliatteris   2  0  0 

Cliesham    -4  0  0 

Cliippenham    4  0  0 

Cliipping  Norton    6  0  0 

Clacton-on-Sea   2  0  0 

Colchester  and  East  Essex 20  0  0 

Cowes 6  0  0 


CO-OI^EBATIVK    PaRLIAMUNTABY    REPRESENTATION   PUND. 
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SoUTHEKN  Section— continued. 
£ 

Crawley  and  Iflelcl 2 

Croydon 18 

Dartford    0 

Devizes    2 

Diss    1 

Eastleigh 6 

Edniontoi 64 

Ely 4 

Enfield  Highway    25 

Epping  and  District 4 

Farnham   4 

Faveraham    4 

I'\)lkest<)ne ■ 8 

Oardeii  (*ity  Co-operati\e 2 

Uodalming 4 

Gomshall 1 

Great  Yarmouth 5 

Gaildford 8 

Halstead    4 

Harwich  and  Dovercouit    4 

Haslemere  and  District 4 

Haverhill 4 

Heuiel  Hempstead 2 

Hendou    6 

Hitcliin    2 

High  Wycombe    4 

Ipswich    28 

King's  Lynn 6 

Leighton  Buzzard 2 

London,  Civil  Service  Supply    ...  16 

„       Perseverance 2 

West  London    28 

Lowestoft    5 

Luton 14 

Maidenhead 2 

Maidstone    2 

ilaldon  Heybridge 4 

Melton  Constable 2 

Newmarket 4 

Newport  l^ignell    2 

Oxford 22 

Parkstone  and  Bournemouth  ....  14 

Penge  and  Peckham    10 

Portsea  Island    34 

Potton 2 

Kainham    : 2 

Reading 24 

River  and  District 12 

Rochester    6 

Romsey   1 

St.  Albans 2 

Saffron  Walden 2 

Sawston  4 

Slianklin  Lake    2 

Sheerness 6 

Sjlsoe    1 

Sittinglxjurne    20 

Slough    5 

Soutlianipton    16 

Staines  and  Eghaiu    6 

Stony  Stratford 2 

Stowmarket 4 

Swaff  ham 2 

Tring 2 

Trowbridge   10 

Tunbridge  Wells 6 

Walmer  and  Mongeham    2 

Warminster 2 

Watford 14 

Willesden  and  District    12 

Winchester    4 

Wliitham  2 

Woking    6 


s. 

d. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

V 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

() 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

() 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Southern  Section  -eontinued, 

£  s.  d. 

Wolverton  5  0  0 

Woolwich  Boyal  Arsenal    120  0  0 


£832     9     0 


SOUTH-WESTKRN    SECTION. 

£  s.  d. 

Bideford 2  0  0 

Bovey  Tracey 2  0  0 

Bridgwater    6  0  0 

Bristol   40  0  0 

Brixham    4  0  0 

Buckfastleigh    2  0  0 

Camborne    4  0  0 

Coleford 2  0  0 

Delabole 2  0  0 

Exeter   12  0  0 

Exmouth  2  0  0 

Honiton 1  0  0 

Minehead 2  2  0 

Newton  Abbot    6  0  0 

Paignton    5  0  0 

Penzance 4  0  0 

Plympton    2  0  0 

Radstock 14  0  0 

South  Molton    2  0  0 

Street 2  0  0 

Stroud    8  0  0 

Torquay 8  0  0 

Twerton  (Bath)    10  10  0 

Wadebridge 1  0  0 

Weston-super-Mare   2  0  0 


£145  12     0 


IVESTERN     SECTION. 

£ 

Afan  Valley 2 

Alltwen  and  Pontardawe 4 

Ammanford 3 

Barry  and  District 4 

Burry  Port    2 

Cainscro.ss  and  Ebley 10 

Cardiff    6 

Carmarthen 2 

Dowlais    5 

Ebbw  \'ale    10 

Gloucester 31 

Hereford    4 

Kemble    2 

Mid-Rhondda   8 

Penarth   2 

Resolven    2 

Senghenydd  and  Aber  Valley  ....  5 

Swansea 8 

Ton S 

■y  nysybwl   8 


£127  10     0 


DONATIONS. 

£     8. 

Per  Zeyworth  Society 0  10 

R.  J.  Neale  (Wood  Green)   10    0 

J.  G.  Norris  (Ramsgate) 2     0 


£12  10    0 


880  Co  oi'ERATivB  Paeliambntaby  Reprbsehtatioh  Fund. 


SUMMARY. 


Midland  Section 

N'orthern  Section   

North-Western  Section. 

Scottisli  Section   

Soutiiern  Section   

Sotitii-Westem  Section 

Western  Section 

Donations   


£    8.    d. 

EnKiisJi  C.W.S    1000    0     0 

Scottieh  C.W.S 500    0    0 


£        B. 

d. 

840     2 

0 

407     6 

0 

2010     8 

«> 

706  14 

8 

832     9 

0 

145  12 

0 

127  10 

0 

12  10 

0 

£5081    11 

10 

£6581   11   10 


ADVBRTISBMENTS. 


All  Co-'Operative  Societies  should  join  the 

CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LTD. 


The  Union  is  an  Association  of  Co-operative  Societies  for  the  defence 
of  Co-operative  principles,  and  to  give  advice  to  Societies  in  need  of 
same,  either  in  connection  with  Legal  Business  or  Educational  Work. 


Tl)c  MISSIONARY,  ORQANISER,  &  ADVISER 
of  tl)c  Co-operative  Moverncnt. 

Divided  into  Eight  Sections— Irish,  Midland,  Northern,  North- Western, 
Scottish,  Souihern,  South- Western,  and  Western  Sections. 

Sub -divided  into  62  District  Associations. 

Controlled  by  a  duly  elected  Central  Board  of  67  Members. 


In  Membership — 1,305  Co-oparative  Societies,  representing  3,720,339 
Individual  Members,  or  97'00  per  cent  of  the  total  membership  of  the 
Co-operative  Movement. 

Not  in  Membership— 173  Co-operative  Societies,  representing  115,037 
Individual  Members,  or  3'00  per  cent  only  of  the  total  membership  of 
the  Co-operative  Movement. 

Conditions  of  Membership — Any  retail  Co-operative  Society  may  become 
a  member  of  the  Co-operative  Union  by  payment  of  the  sum  of  l^d. 
per  member  per  annum. 


Full  particulars  in  i  egard  to  the  work  and  objects  of  the 
Union  may  be  had  on  application  to  the  Central  Office : 

HOLYOAKE  HOUSE,  HANOVER  ST.,  MANCHESTER, 

OB   ANY   OF   ITS   BBAKCH   OFFICES  : 

263,  WALLACE  STREET,  KINGSTON,  GLASGOW. 
99,  LEMAN  STREET,  LONDON,  E. 
84,  WESTMORLAND  ROAD,  NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
67,  RAINBOW  HILL,  WORCESTER. 


A  U  VEBTISEMBNTS. 


Go-operative  Wholesale  Society 

LIMITED. 


Enrolled  11th  August    1863; 

BusineSvS  commenced  14th  March,  1864. 

Registered  Office:    1,  Balloon  Street,  Manchester. 

BRXNCHKS   AT 
West  Blandford  Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  and  Leman  Street,  London. 


A  FEDERATION  of  Retail,  Agricultural,  and 
other  Co-operative  Societies  to  PRODUCE, 
IMPORT  AND  DISTRIBUTE  FOODSTUFFS, 
AND  THE  NECESSITIES  OF  LIFE,  in  the 
interests  of  its  members. 


¥N  addition  to  dealing  in  groceries  and  provisions,  the  C.W.S. 
owns  farms,  flour  mills,  butter  and  bacon  factories,  jam 
works,  'Sic.  It  refines  lard,  makes  biscuits,  brews  vinegar,  grows 
fruit,  supplies  fish,  blends  (in  conjunction  with  the  S.C.W.S.)  tea, 
and  is  constantly  increasing  its  production  of  foodstuffs. 

5r  The  C.W.S.  also  owns  a  Coal  "Mine,  Textile  Mills,  Clotling 
Factories,  Boot  and  Shoe  Works,  Paint  Works,  Drug  and  Dry- 
saltery Works,  Cycle  Depots,  Printing  Works,  and  other  industrial 
establishments  in  the  British  Isles. 

^  Depots  have  also  been  established  in  many  Foreign  and  Colonial 
Centres. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The  C.W.S.  is  getting  to  the' Sources  of  Supply  as  qutckty  as  the 
loyalty  of  its  constituent  rrembers  atto<ws. 


I 


C.W.S. 


BELONGS  TO  THE 

MOVEMENT, 

AND  CO-OPERATIVE  COMMITTEES 
SHOULD  NOMINATE  THEIR  OWN 
FEDERATION     AS    THE    

SOURCE  OF  SUPPLY 

FOR    ALL   THEIR    REQUIREMENTS. 


^(3^ 


Every  Co-operati've  Society  should  do  its  Banking  BusinessZthrough 
its  o^n  C.W.S.  BANK. 


ADVERT1SEMBNT8. 

GO-OPERATORS  rihe.. 

„,,.„  INSURANCES 
Their  Own 
Co-operative  Movement. 

CO-OPERATIVE   INSURANCE 

Prompt  in  Settlement.    Low  in  Premiums. 
Best  in  Benefits, 

and  is  oontpolled  by  the  Co-operative  Moyement  in  the  interests  of 
those  who  insure  through  the  Co-operative  Insurance  Society  Ltd. 

Chief  Office:                         .^^^^T^^^                    BBADFOBD: 

109,  CORPORATION  ST.              ^W^     ^W^     ^              6S,  Sunbrid^e  Road. 

MANCHESTER.                  M    ^iSU      If                      CARDIFF: 

OLA^OW:                   m      ^P                    "''"';  ni  "7 '*"*' 
45.  Morrison  Street.           ■       ^l^                     „   J^T'^' 

EDINBURGH:                «     C       l^                   ''^^l^Z^r 
4«.  St.  Andrew's  Square.          m^   \^f^^      J                       DUBLIN: 
NEWCA  TLE-ON-TYNE:            ^^      «M«      M         5,  Commercial  Building;, 
84,  Westmorland   Road.                ^^^^^\^^l^                  "****  Street. 

Joint  Insurance  Department  of  CW.S.  and  S.C.W.S.  undertakes 
Life  Assurance   (Collective  and  Individual)  and  Annuities,  Fire, 
Plate  Glass,  Burglary,  Fidelity,  Employers'  Liability,  &c..  Insurance. 

CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE 

IS 

C>  AFE 

^%UBS1ANTIAL 

\JURE 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 


SCOTTISH  CO-OPERATIVE 
WHOLESALE  SOCIETY  Ltd. 


(«? 


Bstablished 
1868. 


w 


Established 
1868 


Registered  Office 


95,  MORRISON  STREET,  GLASGOW. 


Reserve  and  Insurance  Funds,  £1,118,889. 

Capital    at    29th   June,    1918,    £4,501,591. 

Annual  Sales,  £17,767,100. 

Contrcclors  to  the  [British,  French,  and  Italian  Qooernments. 

MANUFACTURERS  AND  GENERAL  MERCHANTS. 

Registered  Co-operative  Societies  supplied 

The  Socie>y  manufactures,  on  an  extensive  scale,  at 

SHIELDHALL  WORKS,  GLASGOW, 

Clothing,  Hosiery,  Leather,  Boots  and  Shoes,  Furniture,  Ti.iware,  Brushes,  TobacfO, 

Cigarettes,  Preserves,  Confections,  Pickles  and  Sauces,  Coffee  Essence,  Printed 

Matter,  Paper  Bags,  Cardboard  Boxes,  Chemical  Sundries,  etc.; 

ALSO    OWNS 

Flour  and  Meal  Mills,  Tweed  and  Blanket  Mills,  Jute  Mills,  Fish  Curing  Station, 
Creameries,  Aerated  Water  Factories,  etc.,  as  well  as  many  Warehouses  and  Depots 
in  the  Principal  Towns  of  Scotland ;  Bacon  Curing,  Butter  Making  and  Egg  Collect- 
ing Centre  at  Enniskillen,  Ireland;  and  Palm  Oil,  Tobacco,  etc.,  Estates,  in  West  Africa. 

And  has  joint  buying  arrangements  with  the  Co  operative  Wholesale  Soc  ety  Limited, 
of  England,  in  many  important  Continental  Centres ;  in  the  United  States  and  Canada ; 
and  is  joint  owner  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  of  Tea  Estates  in  Ceylon. 


Jft^  Number  of  Employees,  10,160. 

'T^-  In  Army  and  Navy  1952 


^ 


THE  PIONEER  COOPERATIVE  PRINTERS. 

COOPERATIVE 


LETTERPRESS 
&  LITHOGRAPHIC 

BOOKBINDERS, 
STATIONERS  5£ 

'Jf// employes  receive^ade  Union 


COOPERATIVE. 
TRADE  UNION  &l 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES* 
PRINTERS. 

ENOyiRIES  INVITED. 

wa^ess.  workj^e  ^dfiounsweek. 


n8,C0RP0RATI0N  ST.,  || 
MANCHESTER  =^ 

WORKS-TMEW  MOUNT   ST. 

JAMES  BOOTH,   GENERAL    MANAGER. 

^  branches:-  ^ 

^y  rutherford  st.,newcastle  ontyney 

V  F.  THOMAS.  MANAGER.  / 

^       TUDOR  ST.,  LONDON. E.C.    j 
^       AW  TYL  ER,  MANA  6ER. 


ADVEBTISEMUI«TS. 


Leicester  "ANCHOR  Boot  &  Shoe 
•  •  Productive  Society  Limited  •  ■ 


Manufacturers   of 


Asfordby  Street,  NEW  EVINGTON, 
—  LEICESTER.  — 


ADVKKTISEMENTS. 


INSIST  on  having  the  PRODUCTIONS  of 

"IDEAL"  CLOTHIERS 


LIMITED, 

^  ^  WELLINGBOROUGH^ 

AND   SO   ENSURE   THAT   YOU   OBTAIN 

LADIES'  e©STUMES. 

GENTLEMEN'S  AND  BOYS' 

CLOTHING,  HATS,  AND  CAPS 

Made  under  Ideal  Co-partnership 
Principles. 


48   HOURS   PER   WORKING   WEEK. 


ASK  FOR  THESE  GOODS  AT  YOUR  STORES. 


ADVBQTISEJLENTS. 


LEICESTER 

Co-operative  Boot  and  Shoe 


ESTABLISHED    1886. 


MAKERS   OF    THE 

EQUITY  BRAND 

OF    LADIES'    FINE    FOOTWEAR. 


Ask  at  your  Stores  for  EQUITY  Boots. 


Marie  under  Beat  Co-operative  Conditions  at  their 

EQUITY    WORKS, 

Western  Road, 

::     ::     ::     LEICESTER. 

Manchester    Office:    8,    WITHY    GROVE,    MANCHESTER. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LEICESTER 

Co-operative 

PRINTING   SOCIETY 

LIMITED. 


Printers^  Publishers,  Bookbinders^ 
Account  Book  Manufacturers,  ^ 
Cardboard  Box  Makers,  &c.     ^ 


■n 


L 


PAPER  MERCHANTS.— Wrapping  Papers, 
Bags,  Greaseproof,  Parchments,  Cap  Papers, 
&c*,  at  Lcivest  Pricts*'  We  hold 'very  large 
stocks  ready  for  immediate  deli'very,    J-    j^ 


J 


Offices : 

CHURCH    GATE,    LEICESTER. 

Printing  Works  -        -        -     Short  Street. 
Cardboard  Box  Works     -     Belgrave  Gate. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


PAISLEY 

Co-operative    Manufacturing    Society 

Limited. 

Manufacturers  of  — — — ■ 

SHIRTINGS  SERGES  SHIRTS  TWEEDS 

SKIRTINGS  SHAWLS  SKIRTS  QUILTS 

BLOUSES  ::  :;  UNDERCLOTHING,  etc. 


Progress  of  Trade. 


SALES. 

1875 
1880 
1885 
1890 
1895 


In  periods  of  Five  Years. 

SALES. 


£31,210 

£35,113 

£82,915 

£165,148 

£273,543 


1900 
1905 
1910 
1915 
1916  one  year 


£373,737 
£446,234 
£555,043 
£796,955 
£211.020 


CONTRACTORS      TO      H.M.      GOVERNMENT. 

"UNION" 
Co-operative  Boot  and  Shoe  Society  Ltd.. 

Greening  Works, 
Regent  Street,  KETTERING. 

Malcers  of  the  Noted  "Union"  Brand  Boots  and  Shoes. 


A  reputation  GAINED  for  Good  Value; 

A  reputaton  TO  BE   MAINTAINED  for  Good  Value;    and 

WE  MEAN  TO  DO  IT. 


To  be  obtained  at  all  co-operative  Stores. 


ADVKBTI8EMENTS. 


Registered  1901.  Commenced  Business  1903. 

LABOUR     CO-PARTNERSHIP. 

THE    -    - 

London  Clothiers  Go-operative  Society 

Limited, 

436/8,  COMMERCIAL    ROAD,  LONDON,  E. 


WHOLESALE    BESPOKE    and 
READY-MADE    CLOTHIERS. 

All  Garments  Cut  in  Latest  Styles  . 

TRADE    UNION    WAGES.  All  Goods  Made  In  our  own  Factory, 

PROFITS  DIVIDED  BETWEEN  CAPITAL,  LABOUR,  &  PURCHASES. 
A   TRIAL    WILL   ENSURE    CONFIDENCE. 

WIGSTON  HOSIERS 

LIMITED, 

Paddock  Street,  WIGSTON. 


MANUFACTUBEBS    OF    THJB 

"INTEGRITY"  BRAND  HOSIERY  AND  UNDERWEAR. 
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Samples    seat    to   Societies    on   application-  Carriage    Paid. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


For  Ladies',  Girls',  and  Boys'  Smart,  Up-to-date 

FOOTWEAR  TRY 

"EXCELLON"  BRAND. 


REGISTERED. 


Samples  sent  to  Societies  Carriage  Paid.      <3>      Trade  Union  Stamped. 
Profits  divided  between  Labour,  Capital,  and  Customer. 


Slletiii  Excelsior  Boot  ami  siioe  mapfaotflring  socleig 

LIMITED, 

BROOK  STREET,  SILEBY,  near  LOUGHBOROUGH. 

MORNING  STAR  SUNDRIES 

LIMITED. 


Registered  Office :    Lansdowne  Road,  Leicester. 


Fruit  Orchards,  Farm,  and  Jam  Factory, 

GREET    AND    TODDINGTON, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


Managers  and  Committees  are  incited  to  write  for  Samples  and  Quotations. 

LANSDOWNE    ROAD,    LEICESTER. 
MORNING    STAR   ORCHARDS.    GREET.    Near   WINCHCOMBE. 


All  Net  Profits  on  Liabour  Co-partnership  principles  between 
Consumer,  Capital,  and  Labour. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


LEICESTER   "SELF-HELP" 

Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturing  Society, 

Dartford  Road,  Aylestone  Road,  Leicester. 

Manufacturers  of  all  kinds  of  Ladies'  and  Girls' 
BOOTS  and  SHOES.    Stylish,  Cheap,  and  Good. 

Trade  Unionists  Employed.       All  Workers  are  Shareholders.       Profits  divided 

between  Labour,  Capital,  and  Custom. 
WARRANTED    SOLID   LEATHER.  A   TRIAL   SOLICITED. 

"The  Scottish  Co-operatop"  -s  the  journal 

OF  THE    Co-operative  Movement  in  Scotland. 


TT  contains  all  the  Scottish  Co-operative  news  of  the  week,  and,  in 
addition,  Authoritative  Articles  on  Social  and   Industrial  Questions. 

In  its  columns  what  Scottish  Co-operators  are  thinking  is  focussed. 

Co-operation  is  either  ignored  or  sneered  at  in  the  columns  of  the 
Ordinary  Press,  therefore  Co-operators  should  support  their  own  Press. 


Price  to  Societies :  a  Office  and  Boardroom : 

One  Shilling  per  Dozen  Copies.  263,  Wallace  Street,  Kingston,  Glasgow. 

CO-OPERATORS'  YEAR  BOOK  FOR  1919. 

FOR   HOME,    STUDY   AND   WORKSHOP. 
SINGLE    COPIES    6<l.,    POST    FREE    7id. 

Quantities   for    Co-operative    Societies :    Per   dozen   copies   2/9,  carriaj^c 
paid;  per  100  copies  18/6,  carrieige   paid. 

TO   BE    HAD    FROM    THE    PUBLISHERS: 

The  Co-operative  Productive  Federation  Ltd., 

HORSEFAIR    STREET,    LEICESTER. 


READY   DECEMBER,    1918. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


The  Chesham  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturers  Ltd. 


ARE     MAKERS     OF     THE     RELIABLE 


C.B.IVI."       BRAND 

Of  Nailed  Footwear  for  Men,  Youths,  and  Boys. 


ALL   GOODS   TRADE   UNION   STAMPED.  .*.  INQUIRIES   INVITED. 


Registered  Office:   Ashleigb,  Eskdale  Avenue,  Chesham,   Bucks. 
Works :   Higbam  Road,  Chesham,  Bucks. 


Though  some  of  our  late  workers  are  now  fighting  for  the  Empire,  those  left 
are  also  "  doing  their  bit "  to  cope  with  orders  as  they  come  to  hand. 

DERBY    PRINTERS    LTD., 

Willow    Row   Works,    Derby. 

» 

Are  now  well  established  and  will  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you. 

A.  MASON   (Manager). 


BURNLEY  SELF-HELP  LIMITED, 

HEALEY  ROYD   MILLS,   BURNLEY. 

Makers  of  Oxford  Shirtings,  Flannelettes,  Sateens,  Dressmakers'  Linings,  Silesias, 
Linenettes,  Lustres,  also  Grey  Cloths. 


Warehouse &Office:  CHURCH-ST.,  MANCHESTER 

Telephones  :  National,  Burnley,  138.  National,  Manchester,  3010  City. 

Manchester  Royal  Exchange,  No.  9  Pillar. 


(SOCIETIES    ARE    REQUESTED    TO    dllVE    THESE    GOODS    A    TRIAL. 


;THE  " COOPERATIVE   EDUCATOR." 

THE    EDUCATIONAL    MAGAZINE    OF    THE    MOVEMENT. 

Published   Quarterly,   in    January,   April,   July,   and   October. 

Price  2d.  per  copy,  3d.  post  free.      In  quantities  of  one  dozen 

.    .    upwards,   Is.  6d.  per  "dozen,  carriage  or  postage  extra.    .    . 

PUBLISHEDlBY   THE 

CO-OPERATIVE    UNION    LIMITED,    HOLYOAKE    HOUSE, 
HANOVER     STREET,    MANCHESTER. 
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